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5 VL\H"(e many ancient peoples, t{% Egyptians ;tu&?eQ the night-sliﬁyi , taking me&uremehts'f;eul\ﬂre stars to -
accurately align their pyramids and sun temples with the earth's four cardinal points. Taking sightings

of the Great Bear and Orion with an instrument called a merkhet (similar to an astrolabe) astronomer-
&y prlests marked out the foundations of bulldmgs with astomshlng accuracy.
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—The Great Pymmld at Giza pr0v1des an example This' i:emarkable ‘building has a footprmt uf over 13 :
acres and consists of approximately 6. 5 million llmestone blocks. Its four sides are accuratel-y aligned to = )
face north, east, south and west, with an error. of less than half a degree They are also Vlrtually identical :

m\l\ength with less than a 20 c&(s mch) vamn\ce between one side and anot@er S ‘ Na—
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The Egyptians believed that the gods lived in the Duat, the kingdom of Osiris. It is located in the region
of the sky where Orion and Sirius rise heliacally just ahead of the sun at dawn on the summer solstice.
-~ Some Egyptologlsts have proposed that the Giza plaza, with its three large pyramids, the Sphinx and the
. «‘\ = Nlle, is a mlrror reflection of the Duat. The th_ree pyramids represent the three stars in the,belt of Orion, \S =
N the Sphmxcorresponds to the constellatlt}n Leo, and the Nlle ‘corresponds to the MllkyWay The concept -
_of creatlng a sacred landscape on earth that reflects the mght sky is not uncommon in other ancient ;: B o
cultures By bu11d1ng Ppyramids, temples, and tombs allgned with stars and the earth's cardinal pomts, =
\ 5‘&3- B _ancient peupie \Lenerated their (i)ds, bringlng divine energy to the earth, whzch prevented the world fmm e
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