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@reater and I-“Iahler.

I hold him great who, for love's sake,

Can give with generous, earnest will ;

Yet he who takes for love’s sweet sake,

I think I hold more generous still.

I bow before the noble mind

That freely some great wrong forgives ;

Yet nobler is the one forgiven

Who bears that burden well, and lives.

It may be hard to gain, and still

To keep a lowly, steadfast heart ;

Yet he who loses has to fill

A harder and a truer part.

Glorious it is to wear the crown

Of a deserved and pure success ;

He who knows how to fail has won

A crown whose lustre is not less.

Great may be he who can command

And rule with just and tender sway ;

Yet is diviner wisdom taught

Better by him who can obey.

Blessed are they who die for God,

And yet earn the martyr’s crown of light ;

Yet he who lives for God may be

A greater conqueror in His sight.

-—Adelaide Proctor.
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The Quarries of Jerusalem.

READ BEFORE “THE QUARRIKS" Lonoa or Manx Mas’raa Masons.

No. 468, E. C., in B110. 0. G. W000, W. M.

RETHRENz-As there are no advancements on the agenda

g for this evening, I take the opportunity of giving you a brief

description of a visit I paid a few years ago to the Quarries

of Solomon at Jerusalem, and hope that the account will not be de

void of interest to the members of the only Mark Lodge (so far as I

am aware) which has borrowed its name from the scene of our ancient

brethren’s labors.

Curiously enough, our Masonic ritual refers the site of the quarries

out of which the materials for the building of the Holy Temple were

procured to Zaredathah in the Jordan Valley, but there seems to be no

grounds whatever for this assertion. It is true that we are told in

Holy Writ that it was between Zaredathah and Succoth that Hiram

Abiff cast the two great pillars and all the brazen vessels and utensils

required for the temple service, but the obvious reasons for that are

twofold. First. because the clay ground there was and still is the most

suitable for making moulds for casting, and second, because at that

spot both water and fuel were more abundant than at any other place

nearer to Jerusalem, which circumstances were sufficient to counteract

the disadvantage of its being some forty miles as the crow flies from

Jerusalem, and some 3000 feet below the level of the summit of Mount

Moriah where the Temple was built, with only rugged mountain paths

to connect the two places.

Moreover there are no traces of quarries having ever existed in that

neighborhood. The truth is, I suspect, that the apparent absence of

extensive quarries in the immediate vicinity of Jerusalem puzzled the

compilers of our ritual, and led them to adopt the only name definitely

mentioned in the Scriptures in connection with the labors 0t Hiram,

and ascribe to it the site of the temple quarries. Prior to the year 1852

the puzzle remained unsolved. In that year, however, a vast subter

ranean quarry, the entrance to which had been buried for centuries

under silt and rubbish. was dicovered in the northeast of the four hills

on which Jerusalem stands; and this is now generally believed to he

the place out of which the Jerusalem of Solomon and perhaps some of

the later kings of Judah was built.
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My first visit to this interesting spot was made in 1887. but I had

the good fortune to explore it much more carefully in 1890, under the

able guidance of Bro. the Rev. J. E. Hassaner, of the Jewish Mission

in Jerusalem, and his brother. The entrance lies on the north side of

the city, a little to the east of the beautiful Damascus gate; and as the

debris and rubbish have now been cleared away from around it, laying

bare the foundations of the present north wall of Jerusalem, and some

of the bare rock of Bazetha, a visit to the quarries is a very simple

matter, provided you have an efficient guide with you.

Armed with lighted candles, matches, a quantity of magnesium wire.

and a small photographic camera, our little party passed through the

low doorway into what appeared at first to be a yawning abyss of black

darkness. and found ourselves in a gigantic cavern supported in places

by rough and fantastic pillars of the natural rock. The direction of

the cavern was southerly, and with a somewhat steep decline, and ex

panding on both sides into a series of perplexing chambers and rough

corridors, in the mazes of which it would be easy to lose your way and

wander helplessly until some fortunate chance should put you right, or

—as the evidence of a human skeleton proves—death should close the

scene. Our conductor, however, knew every inch of the place, and all

we had to do was to stumble and blunder after him as best we could,

over the rocky and uneven ground. When our eyes got a little more

accustomed to the darkness, we found that we were steadily descend

ing into the very bowels of the hill and were soon threading our way

along devious passages between large and irregularly shaped masses of

rock, which had been left by the ancient quarrymen.

A closer examination of the rock showed that the stone was not of

equal hardness throughout, and consequently not of equal value for

building, and the devious passages in the quarry were due to the hard

limestone only (mezzeh I think the natives call it) having been utilized,

while the softer quality of stone was neglected. Under our feet were

thousands of loose fragments of stone, some fair-sized boulders, some

the mere chippings of the masons’ chisels—indicating that the stones

were dressed before leaving the quarry—while around us were half

modeled blocks, apparently rejected on account of some flaw detected

after their separation. At other places blocks partially detached pro

jected from the walls, and at one spot a huge one projected downwards

as if suspended from the roof of the cavern. Here we lit our mag

nesium wire and found that we had reached a vast hall, in one portion

of which lay two ready squared ashlars.

I wonder what story is attached to those great stones, which must
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have cost some ancient brethren many a day of toil! They had not

been “ heaved over among the rubbish," and yet the approving mark

of the overseer was not on them. All round the walls and roof of

this great hall were the marks of the little wooden wedges, by means

of which the blocks were separated form the rock, and here and there

were small niches for the lamps, whose feeble light was sufficient to en

able our ancient brethren to prepare those wonderful specimens of their

skill, some of which may yet be seen in parts of the walls of the Tem

ple enclosure.

It may perhaps be well to here explain the rationale of the wooden

wedges. They supplied the place of gunpowder in ancient quarrying.

and by their aid the hardest granite or syrenite used to be blasted.

Grooves three or four inches in length, and at distances apart varying

according to the splitting properties of the rock, were cut with the

chisel and wedges of dry wood driven into them. Water was then

poured over the wedges, when the expansion of the wood split the rock

and separated the blocks. All through the numerous quarries in Egypt,

the marks of these wedges are very plainly visible; the harder the rock

the closer the wedges had to be placed to one another and in the hard

granite of Assonan in Upper Egypt only a few inches separated them.

In Solomon's quarries the distances between the marks were much

greater.

An unsuccessful attempt having been made with the aid of magne

sium light to photograph this great hall, we continued our descent

through more devious passages until we reached the brink of an open

pit some eighteen feet square, nearly filled up with rubbish. rough chip

pings of stones, portions of rejected sshlars and other indications of

the uses to which it had been put. We scrambled down and spent a

few minutes stumbiing about in it; but no skillfully finished keystone

or graceful cornerstone now lies there to reward our search. Clamber

ing out of the pit, we regained the hall, and then struck off to the left

up a rather steep and very stony path until we reached a sort of pas

sage running almost due south. This passage was evidently much re

sorted to by our ancient brethren, and the reason was soon apparent,

for on arriving at the end of the passage we found a roughly cut basin

into which a tiny stream of water trickled from a slit in the rock, and

here our ancient brethren must have come to slake their thirst when

called off from labor to refreshment. We tasted the water as in duty

bound, but found it brackish and disagreeable.

We had now exhausted the time we had to spare for this most inter

esting visit. As we slowly retraced our steps up the steep and rugged
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path, guided in part by the light of a candle which our conductor had

placed upon a rocky eminence in a side branch of the quarry while we

were descending. the imagination busied itself in re-peopling these

dark caverns with busy quarrymen and skillful masons We could

fancy what the scene would be with thousands of little lamps occupy

ing the niches in the walls, and scattered about amongst the half-finished

ashlars, casting their twinkling light on the swarthy figures of Jewish

and Phoenician workmen toiling at their various labors. The ear con

jured up the clink of the mallet and chisel, and the hum of busy voices

sounding hollow and muflled in the gloomy caverns. mingled with the

splash of the water on the wedges. followed by the dull thud of the

falling masses of rock; and as at length we emerged into the bright

sunlight and the dream of a nigh 3000-year-old past faded suddenly

at the sight of a group of sun-batted and much be-puggered tourists

nervously clinging to the saddles of their patient donkeys, I for one

felt that the Mark degree had assumed a new interest for me, and that

its legend had become a living reality—The Indian Freemason, July.

1894.

The linpe’s énti—masnnrg.

I'r Is DIRECTED AGAINST FRENCH AND ITALIAN ATIIsIs'rIc LODGES

RATHER THAN AGAINST AMEIHCANs or This CRAFT.

\7 all the subjects touched upon by Leo XIII in the remarkable

< encyclical just issued (and which, if'we are to credit the re

? ports that reach us from Rome concerning the health of the

venerable Pontifi, is destined to be his last) there is probably none

more calculated to interest the American people than that which refers

to Freemasonry. The Pope once again condemns the Craft “ as defy

ing God," as “assailiug Christian institutions," as “ ridiculing the

sacraments as mere superstitions " and as “ aiming at the destruction

of the popular respect for the Divine Power.” These denunciations,

which have come from the Vatican at difierent intervals during the last

three decades, must sound strange and incomprehensible to the Free

masons of the United States and England. It would be wrong to at

tribute the an‘mosity of the Roman Catholic Church, however, toward

the institution to mere bigotry or to clerical tyranny and reaction. t is

based on quite different grounds, which can only be explained by call
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ing attention to the radical difl’erence that exists between American

and British Masonry and that of France, Italy and Austria. Were the

brethren of these three countries like those of America. the Church of

Rome would probably never have felt itself impelled to anathematize

the craft and to object to Roman Catholics becoming affiliated there

with. Indeed, as long as they adhered to the original doctrines of the

order, the Papacy maintained a passive and even friendly attitude

toward the craft, to which many eminent prelates have belonged.

When, in 1848, however, continental Masonry began to devote its re

sources and its activity to politics instead of to works of charity and

benevolence, the attitude of the Church of Rome underwent a change

for the worse, and since the schism has taken place between the lodges

of France, Italy and Austria and those of America and Great Britain,

the Vatican has considered it. necessary to condemn Masonry and to

fight it with all the means at its command.

The cause of the objection of the Roman Catholic Church to Ma

sonry—and by that I mean Continental Masonrv—is the very same as

that of the schism between the latter and the American and British

lodges. It is the identification of Freth and Italian Masonry with

atheism—atheism, too, of the most aggressive and militant character.

In all the documents and rites of the Craft in English-speaking coun

tries figure the mystic lctters A.-.N.'.G.-.A.-.U., which mean “ In the

name of the Grand Architect of the Universe.” and a profession of be

lief in the Deity constitutes part and parcel of the initiation of the

brethren of the order. In the lodges of France and Italy, however,

the use of these symbolical letters has been abolished and reference

to the Divinity in any shape or form has been strictly forbidden.

Strangely enough, this elimination of all religious element from the

French and Italian lodges owes its origin to M. Littre. the compiler of

the celebrated French dictionary who subsequently died a fervent and

even bigoted Roman Catholic. To him belongs the chief burden of

responsibility for a measure that has become an overwhelming obstacle

to the principal aim of Freemasonry. which is the establishment of sen

timents of brotherhood and union, not only between individuals, but

also between nations. The moment this action of the Grand Orient of

France and Italy became known, decrees were at once issued by the

Masonic Grand Masters of Great Britain, the United States, Spain,

Portugal and Prussia, as well as Sweden prohibiting the brethren of

their respective nationalities from attending any French or Italian

lodge meetings, or even from entering into Masonic inrercourse with

members of the Gallic or Italian rite.
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It should, therefore, be thorougly borne in mind that the anathemas

of the Church are directed, not so much against American, English or

even Spanish and Portuguese Masons, but mainly against those of Italy

and France. The activity of the Brotherhood in these last two countries

is neither benevolent nor social, but purely political, and its openly

avowed object is the overthrow of the Church and the annihilation ofevery

form of religious belief. Among its publicly declared aims—I quote

from French and Italian Masonic writings and speeches—are “ the ex

clusion of every Catholic or religious element from all public adminis

trations, from hospitals, schools; from the councils that govern the

destinies of the country, from academical. and other corporate institu

tions, from committees and families—and exclusion from everything

everywhere and forever, and “ the abolition in schools of every kind of

religious instruction because the state, which ought to be absolutely

Atheistic, has the inalienable right and duty to form the heart and

spirit of its citizens," and again, “ to lay religion waste in its founda

tions and in its very sources of life—namely. iu the school and in the

family. The Italian lodges, moreover, proclaim their determination to

secure "the suppression of all religious corporations, the confiscation

of all ecclesiastical property and the abolition of the Papacy,” which

the Grand Orient of Rome declares to be “ the implacable and deadly

enemy of Italy.” -

If these were merely empty threats the Vatican could afiord to treat

them with contempt. But they are quite the reverse, for of the 504

members of the Italian Chamber of Deputies there are no less than 300

who are openly avowed Freemasons, and for the last ten years there

has always been a Masonic majority in the Cabinet. Crispi. Doda,

Zanardelli and Lacava, all hold high office in the Grand Orient of Italy,

and the late Prime Minister, Depretis, as well as the popular statesman,

Nicotera, were buried with Masonic instead of religious rites.

In the French Chamber there are over 200 Masons, and most of the

prominent statesmen of the last twenty years, including Gambetta,

Grevy, Tirard. Clemenceau. Douvier, Floquct and Ferry, have be

longed to the Fraternity. The Grand Orient of France has taken a

leading part in the war organized during the last fifteen years against

the Roman Catholics and the clergy. “Le clericalism, voila l’ennemi,”

is the device of every lodge in the country. The former Grand Master,

M. Colfavru, who was on the Board of Directors of the Panama Com

pany, besides being a salaried employee in the railroad department of

Baron Alphonse Rothchild’s office, has publicly described Freemasonry

as the bitterest and most relentless enemy of the Church. As stated
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above, it was in the latter part of the forties that the continental Ma

sons first began to devote their attention to politics. This was due to

the severity of the various monarchical governments in dealing with

persons professing liberalism and radicalism. The men found that it

was only behind the closed doors of lodges duly “tiled” that they

could make their voices heard and give free expression to their politi

cal sentiments without peril of imprisonment and even worse. Every

radical politician in France, Italy and Austria. became affiliated to the

order for political purposes only, and while in the Peninsula Masonry

became synonymous with Garibaldianism and Massinism, in France

the mere fact of belonging to the Craft was understood to indicate ad

herence to the advanced doctrines of Louis Blane and of Ledru Rollin.

During the Empire Napoleon III, who was himself a Freemason of the

Italian rite, endeavored to counteract the increasing tendency of the

French Masons to radicalism and republicanism by getting, first, his

cousin, Prince Murat. and then the chief of his military household.

bluff old Field Marshal Magnan, appointed as Grand Master. But his

efforts were doomed to failure, and it was the Masonic element in

French politics that contributed more than anything else to the over

throw of his throne.

Whereas in the United States, Great Britain. Germany and Scandi

navia, Masonic interference with politics is discountenanced and con

demned, in France any attempt to check this interference would be

treated with derision, as the brethren regard themselves. with some de

gree of justice. as important factors in the creation of the Republic.

After the collapse of the Boulanger bubble a few years ago, those of

his adherents who belonged to the craft were subject to severe dis

ciplinary measures by their lodges, not because they had taken part in

a political movement. but because they had been on the losing side.

In order to appreciate this, let any American Mason consider how he

would feel if called to account and punished by his lodge for having

voted with the Farmers’ Alliance or some other factional movement

against the party in office.

In strong contrast with the hostility displayed by the Roman Catho

lic Church toward Masonry in Italy and France is the tolerant attitude

of its clergy toward the craft in Portugal and Spain. I remember

some years ago attending the funeral at Lisbon of Antonio de Aguiar,

who at the time of his death held the place of Grand Master of the

order in Portugal. Don Antonio was an ex-Minister of Public Works,

a Senator, the President of the Royal Geographical Society, and had

for several years acted as governor and bear leader of the present
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King. His body lay in state for two days in the Church of St. Isa~

belle at Lisbon, arrayed in his Masonic insignia, and among the

wreaths and floral emblems deposited at the bier, were many bearing

Masonic inscriptions. During the whole time that the body remained

in church. priests were kneeling in an attitude of prayer beside the

coflin. On the day of the funeral, which was attended by representa

tives of the King and Queen in state carriages, a large cortége of pre

lates and priests in full canonical was present. They drove to the

cemetery in court carriages. The full services of the Roman Catholic

Church were performed at the grave by the clergy. during the course

of which the discourses of farewell to the dead statesman were deliv

ered by Deputy Sefior Elias on behalf of the Freemasons of Portugal,

and by Sei‘ior Villareno on behalf of those of Spain. The latter, by

the way, though the most Catholic country on the face of the earth,

has as its Masonic Grand Master, Senor Sagasta the present Prime

Minister.

In Sweden and Norway the Grand Mastership is held by King Oscar,

who occupied that office long before his ascension to the throne, and

his sons are all Masons. as are also the sons and grandsons of Queen

Victoria, whose heir, the Prince of Wales, is Grand Master of the

British Masons. In Denmark, it is the Crown Prince who is at the

head of the Grand Orient, while the late Emperor Frederick held the

Grand Mastership of Prussia’s Freemasons from the year before his

marriage until the time of his death. The present Emperor, although

a Mason, has declined to accept the Grand Mastership in succession to

his father, and it is now held by his brother-in-law, Prince Frederick

Leopold. Like all the sovereigns who have reigned over Prussia since

the time of Frederick the Great, William figures on the roster of the

order as protector of the Prussian branch of the craft.

It is probably owing to this marked interest in the fortunes of the

craft manifested by royalty in the north of Europe that has led to the

large representation of the aristocracy to be found in the order. While

in France and Italy membership of a lodge is regarded in the light of

an admission that one belongs to the nouvelles couches of society. In

Prussia, Scandinavia, and particularly in Great Britain, the Grand

Orients are composed almost exclusively of titled personages or of the

intimate associates of royalty. The result is. that in London and Ber

lin admission to a good lodge is just as eagerly sought and as dilficult

to secure as election to an exclusive and fashionable club. —E.v-Attache,

in N. Y. Tribune.

2
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The Three Illemish Temples.

EPARATED from legendary, mythical and traditionary befog

‘ ment, the story of the three temples which severally occupied

‘ ~ the summit of Mount Moriah, is a subject of intense interest

to not only Masonic readers, but to the student of Bible history and

Jewish antiquity. While we have a profuse description of King Solo

mon’s temple, in all its architectural beauty, and sublime forms of ser

vice, and while the temple of Zerubbabel, erected upon the ruins of

that built by the son of Bathsheba—widow of Uriah and wife to King

David—is briefly touched upon, in its building and final dismantlement,

but little or nothing is said about the building of the third temple,

which was in its full glory and magnificence in the days of our Saviour,

who, upon a false accusation regarding its destruction, was condemned

to death. This article, therefore, proposes to very briefly dwell upon

what is known regarding these three edifices, but more especially the

latter two.

The first temple, known as that of Solomon’s, was the joint work of

the latter and his father David. The work of building a “House of

the Lord” had occupied the mind of King David, during the latter

years of his reign and to this end he had accumulated much material

in crude form, such as gold, silver, brass, wood and cloth for the uni

form of the priests and Levites. But David had been a “ man of war"

and he was informed that he would not be permitted to build the

“ House,” because his hands were " red with blood.” So, to the wise

son was therefore relegated the labor of building the first grand tem

ple possessed by the Jews. The nation, after long years of interstate

and foreign wars was now at peace. The union afl‘ected by David of

the feudal separation of Judah and Israel, now under one king and

government, had served to unity and strengthen the kingdom to such

an extent that when Solomon assumed the dual crown universal quietude

and attendant prosperity marked the commencement of the golden era

for God's chosen people.

The Gentile nations contiguous to the borders of Solomon’s King

dom had been taught by David and his generals, that Israel was mighty

in battle. Respect born of continued success in the field had taught

the so-called heathen round about to seek alliance with the young ruler

wh0se magnifiCence, wisdom and wealth had been heralded to the then

" ends of the earth.”

Among the ardent admirers of Solomon was the rich and influential

 



mammsows REPOSITOR Y. 1 1

king from the Mediterranean shore, with whose territory that of Judea

was contiguous. Hiram of Tyre, was a man of generous instincts and

thought. His kingdom being adjacent to that of Solomon’s, commer

cial and even social and religious intercourse was clearly established

between them. as is evident from the alacrity with which he united with

Solomon in the building of the temple. The work was therefore com

menced in the fourth year of the reign of Solomon. 1012 B. C.. and

under the most favorable auspices both human and divine. Out of

the profusion of the illimitable resources of the Jewish monarch the

work began, and in 1004 B. C. the mighty structure which crowned the

top of Mount Moriah was dedicated. It is not here intended to enter

upon the work of "the son of a widow a daughter of Dan,” and a

'l‘yrean father, in that of the great builder and artificer in metals.

Hiram Abif. Nor can space be given to tell the many vicissitudes

through which this “ wonder of the world " passed till its final destruc

tion. It was several times partially ruined and dismantled. First:

thirty-three years after its dedication, by Shishak, king of Egypt.

Second—after its restoration by the good Josiah-by Ahaz. king of

the again revolted tribes from Judah, and finally its complete demol

ishment by Nebuchadnezzar, 412 years after its first dedication, when

the “ 7 0” years captivity was inaugurated. All these details can be

found recorded in history to which the curious reader is referred.

There is every reason for believing that the first temple was totally

destroyed and not a stone left upon another from cope to foundation.

The glory had indeed departed from Israel, and the disunion caused by

their civil wars had finally borne fruit in leaving them a prey to the

ruthless spoiler. Thus for fifty-two years, or from the conquest of

Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, to the victory of Cyrus over Belshazzar,

Jerusalem lay a heap of ruins together with its once magnificent

“House of the Lord." The people were enslaved and the very na

tionality of Israel wiped out—save for the clandestine remnant in

Samaria, who still inhabited the mounts of Gerizim and Ebal. It was

then that the young scion of the Jewish priesthood in Babylon, Zerub

babel, became the bosom friend of Cyrus, and companion of young

Darius. The result of the attachment was to cause Cyrus to issue his

celebrated edict which sent Zerdbbabel back to desolate Jerusalem as

the leader of 42.360 emancipated captives. with Joshua as Captain of

the Host and Haggai as Scribe. The work of rebuilding the city and

temple was prosperously continued till the ascension of Artexerxes

known in history as Cambyses—to the throne of Cyrus. when, through

the machinations of the envious Samaritans and evil minded enemies
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at the Persian court. the work was stopped and the further immigra

tion of the remaining Jews from Babylon prevented. and it was not

till the reign of Darius that Zerubbabel was permitted to resume the

work twenty years after its commencement, when the final dedication

took place.

While the second temple was about a third larger than that of King

Solomon’s it lacked very much in the richness of architecture and

furnishing. but was still a glorious structure when twenty-eight years

later the conqueror Alexander, led by the Jewish High Priest, followed

by a vast procession of priests and Levites, bowed before the High

Altar and worshipped Israel's Jehovah, leaving precious gifts behind

him in honor of the event.

Through many vicissitudes this temple stood. till the time of Herod.

when, owing to the interstate wars and repeated rebellion of the Jews.

it was nothing better than a ruin (see Josephus). But Herod was a

Jew of the Jews, :1 direct descendant of Solomon. Thus, while under

the dominion of Rome, still he had ambition enough to see the worship

of the God of his fathers restored, and in a temple equal to its prede

cessors. However, it must not be supposed that Herod built an en

tirely new temple. He simply repaired the old one, built by Zerubba

bel. Herod’s work began four years before the birth of Christ, and

was finished four years after that event.

That it was agrand edifice, however, Josephus gives us full evidence.

It not only was a temple, but also a fortress connected by a great via

duct with the city proper, forming a broad road across the valley of

Jehosaphat, on an inclined plane, to the top of Moriah, where the tem

ple stood.

The final destruction of this temple, in the memorable seige of

Jerusalem by Titus, 70, A. D., is well known to all readers of ancient

history. To the thoughtful Mason comes the reflection, that around

this sacred mount~now crowned by a Mahometan Mosque—has for

over 3.000 years centered the thought of Jew and Christian alike. On

this mount the awful spectacle of a father about to sacrifice his only

son was witnessed. Here the great, the immeasurable religious zeal of

countless millions have found vent in prayer, praise, and sacrifice.

Here, even to-day, the voice of lamentation is lifted up, at beholding

the ruin of what was once the grandest nation and “ House of God "

on earth.

About this sacred spot tradition has woven its spells. It is related

that three weary sojourners, known as Shadrack, Meshach and Abcd

nego came to assist Zerubbabel in “ rebuilding the House of the Lord"
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and their zcal was rewarded by the discovery of the “ Crypt " where

the “ first illustrious three ” deposited the “ sacred treasures.” From

this has come down what Masonry holds in its Capitular teachings, and

it is left for us to wonder: will ever again a mighty temple to Jehovah

take the place of the other three on Mount Moriah?--American Tyler.

Some fiend Thoughts.

- F I mistake not, it is the universal experience of all who. hav

‘ ing belonged to other orders, become Masons, that the serious

ness and solemnity of the work impresses them more, perhaps,

than any one thing. And why should it not? Life itself is a solemn

thing, and cover it up as well as we can with roses of pleasure, disguise

the fact as we may for a season with jest and song, it can never alter

the fact one iota or put oiT the ravages of time for a single moment.

We are told that the ancient Egyptians often placed a skeleton in

their banqueting halls, in order that in the midst of their revelry they

might be reminded of the ultimate fate of the physical man. The idea

shocks our sense of propriety; but if it served a useful purpose and

acted as a check on frivolity and needless levity, why was it not a good

thing? _

As Masons we acknowledge a serious purpose in life. We obligate

ourselves upon the Holy Bible to purposes that are noble and accept

principles that are as enduring as time itself. We are taught that

 

“ Life is real, life is earnest

And the grave is not its goal."

And the star of truth ever shining above our consecrated altars is but

the earnest of that hope which reaches beyond the grave to the bound

less realms of eternity.

Masonry has a double mission. It makes us better individuals, and

alleviates the sorrows of others. It teaches, that universal love which

ennobles both recipient and donor. It whispers the word of friendly

admonition in the ear of the erring, and in silence and secrecy drops

its charities in the hand of poverty, with a touch so delicate that it re

lieves without humiliation.

It binds its votaries in an ever-increasing bond of sacred union.

Strand after strand is added, until the cable is impossible to be broken.

It takes a kind word here. a gentle action there, a thread from the

garments of beloved dead, a thread of sentiment, a strand from the
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good offices of numerous Brethren, a cord from the old associations,

another from the purity of your own intentions. yet another from the

hope of immortality, and it twists them into a cable that might hold

fast a world. That cable, made of the very fibres of our hearts, and

intertwined with our most sacred afiections, is attached to the derricks

of the spiritual temple, that building not made with hands, where the

Supreme Architect of the Universe is the builder and we but as the

stones in its walls; where there comes neither day nor night, and where

cark nor care can never enter in. Brethren. with such sacred ties duly

lived up to, we cannot materially err. Neither need we fret over the

extinction of Masonic principles in the earth, but buoyed up by the

hope that looks beyond, and the consciousness of a life well spent, we

may accept the sprig of acacia as an emblem of immortality, and look

forward to the convening of the Grand Lodge above with confidence

and satisfaction, realizing that whatever our merits may be, there will

they be fully appreciated, and the end of our hopes and desires be

finally reached—Selected.

lgrutherhnod us. Selfhcnd.

HESE two words stand as the exponents of antagonistic forces.

   

‘6 iii.

The one is born of noble impulses for the good of others, the

w,
l

 

other exists only to promote an individual interest. The one

is suggestive of broad liberality, the other of narrow selfishness. They

are as incompatible as oil and water.

Selfishncss, to a greater or less extent, is inherent in human nature.

So thoroughly is it incorporated in our very being that the expression.

“ self-preservation is the first law of nature.” has become a univer

sally acknowledged axiom. All are more or less selfish, and the man

who is said to have prayed, “ Bless me and my wife. my son John and

his wife, us four and no more," only gave an exhibition of the most

pronounced type of selfishness. We are, however, inclined to question

the authenticity of this prayer, not wishing to believe any human being

could be so utterly selfish as to pronounce it.

Masonry is a great Brotherhood, based upon the grand idea of Fath

erhood of God and Brotherhood of man. It stands thus upon the

highest plane of fraternal association, recognizing God as the Father

and all men as brethren. 'While it solicits no one to cross its threshold

it extends a cordial greeting to good men and true, who are ready to
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declare that no selfish motives prompt their coming, but rather a desire

of knowledge and a sincere wish of being serviceable to their fellow

creatures. Being thus admitted, every one enters into a solemn cove

nant in accordance with this declaration. As he advances from one

degree to another he assumes additional obligations of a more weighty

character, by which he binds himself to perform the requirements of

and to avoid the things prohibited by Masonry. These requirements,

when more fully explained to him in the instructions he receives, he

finds to be to serve the Brotherhood and mankind in general in accord

ance with the principles of Brotherly love. relief and truth, ever guided

by the cardinal virtues of temperance, fortitude, prudence and justice,

and ever practicing the greatest of Masonic virtues-Charity. The

things prohibited he finds to be only such as might impair his faculties

0r debase the dignity of his profession. The Brother who thus honors

Masonic Brotherhood is entitled to recognition as a true Mason.

But what of selfhood? Here steps in the contrast with a liability of

danger to somebody’s corn. It is an unfortunate but indisputable fact

that selfhood has frequently worked its tortuous way even to the altar

of Masonry. The man centered in self is not generally over—scrupulous

as to the methods he employs to satisfy his ambition. He enters the

Brotherhood, not as he declares with a desire to be of service to others,

but that he may serve a selfish purpose of his own. This he can best

do, not among the rank and file, but as a commanding officer. He ex

hibits a counterfeit zeal that confiding Brethren accept as the genuine

article, and while he enjoys the honors they have conferred on him, they

come to realize his unfituess for them and sufier the humiliation that

they are made to feel in consequence of it.

He is indifferent to their wishes while his self-esteem is being grati

fied, and their only mm: for better things rests in the expiration of his

official term. To make his triumph complete it only remains for some

pal of his, who hopes to enjoy a like honor in the future, to secure for

him a “ reward of merit " in the shape of a gold watch or a fine jewel,

which he can proudly wear the rest of his days. If the Lodge will

only profit by the lesson it has been taught by this experience and care

fully avoid its repetition, no serious injury may result from it. Main

tain and uphold Brotherhood, but reject selfhood as unworthy a place

in the Temple of Masonry.-Mwonic Advocate.
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Elileedful @uelificatinns.

.PPLICANTS for admission into the Fraternity are made up of

three classes; the motives are as various as the idiosyncrasies

. W _ of the applicants themselves. but they may be classified as

follows: proper. improper and neutral. There may be degrees from

the highest to the lowest. but as classes they are sufficiently distinct.

Whatever the social standing, rank, wealth or intelligence may be,

which the candidate brings with him, his motives will be found in one

of the separate divisions above named.

The stone for the use of the builders, or the description of the can

didate, to whom alone admission should be given, is such a one who

possesses the proper qualifications—one who has been duly and truly

prepared by the discipline of his life in his heart and mind. He must

he one to whom as clear an idea as to the aims and purposes of the

Fraternity has come as is possible to one who has not been initiated

into our secret rites and mysteries. This he may obtain from our Ma

sonic magazines, and from the general tone of Masonic operations in

society; and having obtained this information, the objects and aims of

Freemasonry must have approved themselves to his reason, and he

must have discovered within himself a certain fitness for associating

with the Masonic institution, and therefore disposed to conform his

life and actions to its principles. In fact, he must be aman, than

which no higher distinction can be conferred.

His habits should be characterized by Temperance-not given to any

excesses calculated to injure himself or family.

He must also have fortitude, to withstand every form of temptation,

and capable of resisting every allurement which may be held out to

him to prove recreant to the cause which he desires to espouse.

He must possess Prudence, to keep his tongue under strict control

at all times and under all circumstances.

He must also be a lover of Justice, which is so essential to the well

being of society.

Possessing these traits, and approaching the Lodge of his own free

will and accord, without the solicitation of friends who may have pre

ceded him, the Lodge may safely admit him without hesitation; he is

such a stone as the builders require, and fit to be placed in the north

east corner as a foundation stone.

Thus, whatever complaint may arise as to the rapid growth of the

Fraternity cannot possibly be referred to such members as these.
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If every initiate were of this class, there would be fewer dangers to

guard against. Whenever the motives of the candidate are improper,

it is very evident that he should have no lot with us, and it is our duty

to reject him. We could not make a good member of him if we would;

he would always be a stranger among the workmen.

The Fraternity never has been nor ever will be so wanting in mem

bers as to render it advisable to admit a candidate about whose fitness

there can be any question whatever. It is possible the motives which

may actuate an applicant may be neutral; they may not be improper,

they may be wanting in positive excellence, or propriety; he may not

make a bad or decidedly faulty Mason, and may manage to get along

with the ordinary Lodge work, and be able to work his way into a

Lodge, but he is not the kind to reflect any honor on the Fraternity, or

exemplify the teachings of the Fraternity.

We have enough of this stock already, and would not suffer if we

did not admit any more. In these cases the primary tenets of Masonry

have been laid down in his hearing, but without amplification or ex

planation, and he never acquires that deeper knowledge which he who

is in accord with us seeks to find out, and thus he is satisfied with the

name of a Mason.—Masonic Review.

Eifmasnnrg Justified bu its Fruits.

, REEMASONRY was originated for the accomplishment of
l certain purposes, which, if carried into effect, would result in

the best good of all mankind. Its mission throughout the ages

of its existence has been the accomplishment of those purposes. \Vhat

are they? What has it accomplished, and what is it striving for? are

themes which should furnish thought and reflection to every member.

Originally organized, as very many believe, for the associating to

gether and protection of operative workmen, yet, if we read history

right, it even in the earlier ages of its existence, difl’ered essentially

from the labor unions and associations of to-day. Its leading minds

and most influential members, its founders, though fewer in numbers

than the large body of those who were classed as purely operative,

were men of culture, thoroughly conversant in all the arts and sciences

as then known and understood. Nor were their researches confined to

a study of things material. From a careful survey of Nature and the

observation of her laws, they became possessed of a belief in the ex

istence of a Supreme Overruliug Power, and were led to a study of

a
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their relations with and duties to Him and to each other. In this knowl

edge they strove to be exclusive. To confine it to the few, they adopted

symbols to represent and mythical language to explain those truths,

which were deemed too important to be intrusted to the more common

people, by whom they were held in reverence. To them, they, as skilled

artificers, were the instructors and designers, in so far as might be

deemed necessary to render them efficient as co-workers and laborers.

or to qualify them if found worthy for admission into the inner circle,

there to receive instruction in all those things which had been before

veiled in mystery.

In the lapse of years this exclusiveness of the few began to disappear

and knowledge became more generally disseminated among the entire

Craft, the Operative more and more being permeated with the Specula

tive, until in time it became altogether lost. Instead of Lodges being

as before simply unions for the protection of the Operatives. they be

came fraternal associations, in which good men and true might unite

upon one common level, and altogether work for the uplifting, not

merely of themselves, but of all mankind.

Requiring an unqualified belief in the existence of a Supreme Being,

Masonry, working through and by means of this fraternal association,

endeavors by every means within its province to instruct its votaries in

the duties they owe. not only to Him, but to all the children of His

creation. our neighbor as well as ourselves. Ignoring all party afiilia

tions and religious tests, it unites all in the bonds of brotherly love and

teaches them how to live and act if we would insure for ourselves peace

and happiness in this ilfe, and become better prepared for that exist

ence beyond the vale of shadows—in that higher and better life, which

next to a belief in Deity, Masonry inculcates and teaches. A pure

and blameless life is its first requirement, with charity and brotherly

love for its chief and only cement, and presenting the olive branch of

peace and good-will to the whole human family, it has become a power

for good in the world, while the influence of Masonry may, and of

necessity must, work silently, yet is is felt. It permeates the whole

social structure and everywhere its power for good, though unrecog

nized it may be, is surely felt.

The good deeds of its many thousands of true and zealous Masons

may be seen, not only wherever there is suffering humanity, but in all

the walks of life, warring against selfishness and intolerance and teach

ing only charity, purity and brotherly love, it draws to itself men of

all nationalities and all shades of opinion, and by so doing has become

a powerful factor in the world’s advancement.
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To Masonry. we believe. the world is indebted for much of its pres

ent broad and liberal views. To it may be traced that growing spirit

of intolerance, which so universally pervades throughout all civilized

countries, and that harmonious mingling together of all classes of men,

and of all shades of opinion, religious or political, which for the past

few years have been so noticeable.

To the influence of Masonry and the dissemination of its principles

may be attributed many of the advanced ideas of to-day. The broad

and more liberal conception of the Deity, of man’s relations with, and

the duties which he owes to Him and to each other. which now perme

ates society and honeycombs the churches, even those most orthodox,

may be traced to the simple creed and sublime teachings of Freema

sonry. As God. the Father, is more and more being adored and man

kind more generally being recognized as the children of His creation,

receiving from Him alike a Father’s love and compassion, so better

and more enlightened views are being entertained of the equality of all

before Him; castes and artificial distinctions are being done away.

The doctrines of preordination and predestination have been shelved

in the mouldy cloistcrs from which they had their first conception.

To “ meet upon the level,” in its true and legitmate sense, is just

becoming the common axiom of the world, and with the advancement

of knowledge and truth will be more acted upon, until, in time, it will

become the foundation. the cornerstone, of all society; although at the

present time we are witnessing throughout the entire civilized world an

uprising of the masses and a protest against the oppression of those

who still cling to old ideas and dogmas, have failed to accept the equal

ity of man as based upon a common brotherhood. would still, by every

means within their power, maintain that supremacy to which, by force

or otherwise, they have arrived.

As the throes of nature, the thunder and the storm, serve to clear

and purify the atmosphereqso will this upheaval in society tend to dis

pel the mists and clouds which, by reason of the illusions of the past,

now surround us. The strife and angry feelings that seem to have

usurped the throne of reason and common sense, will be followed by

mutual concessions made in a true fraternal spirit.

Rank and titles become only necessary distinctions, and be kept

within their legitimate spheres. Labor and capital assume their natu

ral relationship and their true equality understood and preserved. The

institution of Masonry, while not taking an open and active part in this

reorganization, can exert a powerful influence for its accomplishment.

The Fraternity upon which it is rooted and the spirit of tolerance it has
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ever inculcated, still burns upon altars innumerable, and if we are true

to ourselves, to our principles and our Fraternity, it can illuminate the

world.

The true mission of Masonry is grand and noble. It is more. It is

high and holy. Then let us ponder it well, and so live and act that

its influence may be more and more extended, and its mission accom

plished-Masonic Tidings.

mfiasrmic Plifrinniplss and {duties

(Bro. Albert Pike had a large and varied knowledge of Freemasonry. He

was competent to discuss its ritual and set forth the meaning of all its ceremo~

nies and symbols. He had also mastered the philosophy of the Masonic sys

tem and could discourse with signal ability and force upon its intellectual and

moral features. The following paper found among the later writings of Bro.

Pike, sets forth in clearest manner, some of the important obligations that at

tach to a man‘s connection with the Masonic institution. The article deserves

a careful leading.—Editor.]

The duties of a Mason are, to be earnest. true. reliable, and sincere;

to protect the people against illegal impositions and exactions; to con

tend for their political rights, and to see, as far as he may or can, that

those bear the burdens who reap the benefits of the Government. He

should be true unto all men. He should be frank and sincere in all

things. He should be earnest in doing whatever it is his duty to do;

and no man must repent that he has relied upon his resolve, profession

or word.

The great distinguishing characteristic of a Mason is sympathy with

his kind. He should recognize in the human race one great family, all

connected with himself by those invisible links and that mighty net

work of circumstance forged and woven by God,

Feeling that sympathy, it is his first Masonic duty to serve his fellow

man. At his first entrance into the Order he ceases to be isolated and

becomes one of the great brotherhood, assuming new duties toward

every Mason that lives, as every Mason at the same moment assumes

them toward him.

Nor are those duties on his part confined to Masons alone. He as

sumes many in regard to his country, and especially toward the great

suffering masses of the common people; for they too are his brethren,

and God hears them, inarticulate as the moanings of their misery are.

By all proper means, of persuasion and influence and otherwise, if the



mammsoms REPOSITORY. 21

occasion and emergency require, he is bound to defend them against

oppression, and tyrannical and illegal exactions. He should labor

equally to defend and to improve the people. He should not flatter

them to mislead them, nor fawn upon them to rule them, nor conceal

his opinions to humor them, nor tell them that they can never err. and

that their voice is the voice of God. He knows that the safety of

every free government and its continuance and perpetuity depend upon

the virtue and intelligence of the common people; and that unless their

liberty is of such a kind as arms can neither procure nor take away;

unless it is the fruit of manly courage, of justice, temperance and gen

erous virtue—unless, being such, it has taken deep root in the minds

and hearts of the people at large, there will not long be wanting those

who will snatch from them by treachery what they have acquired by

arms or institutions.

He knows that if, after being released from the toils of the war, the

people neglect the arts of peace; if their peace and liberty be a state

of warfare ; if war be their only virtue and the summit of their praise,

they will soon find peace the most adverse to their interests. It

will be only a more distressing war; and that which they imagined lib

erty will be the worst of slavery. For, unless by the means of knowl

edge and morality, not frothy and quuacious, but genuine, unadulter

ated and sincere, they clear the horizon of the mind from those mists

of error and passion which arise from ignorance and vice, they will al

ways have those who will bend their necks to the yoke as if they were

brutes; who, notwithstanding all their triumphs, will put them to the

highest bidder, as if they were mere booty made in war, and find an

exuberent source of wealth and power in the people’s ignorance, prej

udice and passions.

The people that do not subjugate the propensity of the wealthy to

avarice, ambition and sensuality, expel luxury from them and their

families, keep down pauperism, ditfuse knowledge among the poor, and

labor to raise the abject from the mire of vice and low indulgence, and

to keep the industrious from starving in sight of luxurious festivals,

will find that it has cherished, in that avarice, ambition. sensuality, sel

fishness and luxury of the one class, and that degradation, misery,

drunkenness, ignorance and brutalization of the other, more stubborn

and intractable despots at home than it ever encountered in the field;

and even its very bowels will be continually teeming with the intolera

ble progeny of tyrants.

These are the first enemies to be subdued; this constitutes the cam

paign of peace; these are triumphs, difficult indeed, but bloodless, and
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far more honorable than those trophies which are purchased only by

slaughter and rapine; and if not victors in this service, it is in vain to

have been victorious over the despotic enemy in the field.

For if any people think that it is a more grand, a more beneficial. or

a more wise policy to invent subtle expedients by stamps and imposts

for increasing the revenue and draining the life-blood of an impover

ished people; to multiply its naval and military force; to rival in craft

the embassadors of foreign states; to plot the swallowing up of for

eign territory; to make crafty treaties and alliances; to rule prostrate

states and abject provinces by fear and force, than to administer un

polluted justice to the people, to relieve the condition and raise the es

tate of the toiling masses, redress the injured, succor the distressed

and conciliate the discontented, and speedily restore to every one his

own ; then that people is involved in a cloud of error. and will too late

perceive, when the illusion of these mighty benefits has vanished, that

in neglecting these, which it thought inferior considerations, it has only

been precipitating its own ruin and despair.

Unfortunately, every age presents its own special problem. most

diflicult and often impossible to solve; and that which this age offers

and forces upon the consideration of all thinking men. is this; how, in

a p0pnlous and wealthy country, blessed with free institutions and a

constitutional government, are the great masses of the manual labor

class to be enabled to have steady work at fair wages. to be kept from

starvation and their children from vice and debauchery, and to be fur

nished with that degree, not of mere reading and writing, but of knowl

edge, that shall fit them intelligently to do the duties and exercise the

privileges of freemen—even to be entrusted with the dangerous right

of sufl’rage? For though we do not know why God. being infinitely

merciful as well as wise has not ordered it, it seems to be unquestiona

bly his law. that even in civilized and Christian countries. the large

mass of the population shall be fortunate if during their whole life.

from infancy to old age. in health and sickness, they have enough of

the commonest and coarsest food to keep themselves and their children

from the continual gnawing of hunger, enough of the commonest and

coarsest clothing to protect themselves and their little ones from inde

cent exposure and the bitter cold, and if they have over their heads the

rndest shelter.

And He seems to have enacted this law, which no human community

has yet found the means to abrogate. that when aconntry becomes

populous, capital shall concentrate in the hands of a limited number of

persons, and labor become more and more at its mercy, until mere



FREEMASONS REPOSITORY. 23

manual labor, that of the weaver and iron-worker and other artizans,

eventually ceases to be worth more than a bare subsistence, and often,

in great cities and vast extents of country, not even that, and goes or

crawls about in rags, begging. and starving for want of work.

While every ox and horse can find work and is worth being fed, it is

not always so with man. To be employed, to have a chance to work,

at anything like fair wages, becomes the great engrossing object of a

man’s life. The capitalist can live without employing the laborer. and

discharges him whenever that labor ceases to be profitable. At the

moment when the weather is most inclement, provisions dearest and

rents highest. he turns him off to starve. If the day-laborer is taken

sick, his wages stop. When old, he has no pension to retire upon.

His children cannot be sent to school ; for, before their bones are hard

ened, they must get to work lest they starve. The man, strong and

able‘bodied, works for a shilling or two a day; and the woman, shiv

ering over her little pan of coals, when the mercury drops far below

zero, after her hungry children have wailed themselves to sleep, sews

by the dim light of her lonely candle for a bare pittance, selling her

life to him who bargained only for the work of her needle.

Fathers and mothers slay their children to have the burial fees, that

with the price of one child’s life they may continue life in those that

survive. Little girls with bare feet sweep the street-crossing, when the

bitter wind pinches them, and beg wearily for pennies of those who wear

rich furs. Children grow up in squalid misery and brutal ignorance, want

compels virgin and wife to prostitute themselves; women starve and

freeze, and lean up against the walls of workhouses, like bundles of

foul rags, all night long, and night after night, when the cold rain falls,

and there chances to be no room for them within; and hundreds of

families are crowded into a single building, rife with horrors and teem

ing with foul air and pestilence; where men, women and children hud

dle together in their filth; all ages and all colors sleeping indiscrimi

nately together, while, in a great, free, Republican State, in the full

vigor of its youth and strength. one person in every seventeen is a pan

per receiving charity.

How to deal with this apparently inevitable evil and mortal disease

is by far the most important of social problems. What is to be done

with pauperism and over supply of labor? How is the life of any

country to last when brutality and drunken semi-barbarism vote and

hold otfices in their gift, and by fit representatives of themselves con

trol a government? How, if not wisdom and authority; but turbu

lence and low vice are to exalt to senatorships miscreants reeking with
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the odors and pollution of the hell, the prize-ring. the brothel and the

stock-exchange, where gambling is legalized and rascality is laudable?

Masonry should do all in its power, by direct exertion and co-opera

tiou, to improve and inform as well as to protect the people; to better

their physical condition, relieve their miseries, supply their wants and

minister to their necessities. Let every Mason in this good work do all

that may be in his power.

For it is true now, as it always was and always will be, that to be

free is the same thing as to be pious, to be wise, to be temperate and

just, to be frugal and abstinent, and to be magnanimous and brave ,

and to be the opposite of all these is to be a slave. And it usually

happens. by the appointment, and, as it were, retributive justice of the

Deity, that that people which cannot govern themselves and moderate

their passions, but crouch under the slavery of their lusts and vices,

are delivered up to the sway of those they abhor, and made to submit

to an involuntary servitude.

And it is also sanctioned by the dictates of justice and by the con

stitution of Nature, that he who, from the imbecility or derangement

of his intellect is incapable of governing himself, should, like a minor,

be committed to the government of another.'

Above all things let us never forget that mankind constitutes one

great brotherhood; all born to encounter suffering and sorrow, and

therefore bound to sympathize with each other.

For no tower of Pride was ever yet high enough to lift its possessor

above the trials and fears and frailties of humanity. N0 human band

ever built the wall, nor ever shall, that will keep out affliction, pain and

infirmity. Sickness and sorrow, trouble and death, are dispensations

that level everything. They know none, high nor low. The chief

wants of life, the great and grave necessities of the human soul, give

exemption to none. They make all poor, all weak. They put suppli

cation in the mouth of every human being as truly as in that of the

meanest beggar.

But the principle of misery is not an evil principle. We err, and the

consequences teach us wisdom. All elements, all the laws of things

around us, minister to this end; and through the paths of painful error

and mistake, it is the design of Providence to lead us to truth and hap

piness. If erring only taught us to err, if mistakes confirmed us in

imprudence; if the miseries caused by vicious indulgence had a natu

ral tendency to make us more abject slaves of vice, then suffering would

be wholly evil. But, on the contrary, all tends and is designed to pro—

duce amendment and improvement. Suffering is the discipline of vir
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tue; of that which is infinitely better than happiness, and yet embraces

in itself all essential happiness. It nourishes, invigorates and perfects

it. Virtue is the prize of the severely contested race and hard fought

battle; and it is worth all the fatigue and wounds of the conflict. Man

should go forth with a brave and strong heart to battle with calamity.

He is to master it and not let it become his master. He is not to for

sake the post of trial and of peril, but to stand firmly in his lot until

the great word of Providence shall bid him fly or bid him sink. With

resolution and courage the Mason is to do the work which it is ap

pointed him to do, looking through the dark cloud of human calamity,

to the end that rises high and bright before him. The lot of sorrow is

great and sublime! None suffer forever, nor for nought, nor without

purpose. It is the ordinance of God’s wisdom and of His infinite love

to procure for us infinite happiness and glory.

Virtue is the truest liberty, nor is be free that stoops to passions, nor

be in bondage that serves‘a noble master. Examples are the best and

most lasting lectures; virtue the best example. He that hath done

good deeds and set good precedents in sincerity is happy. Time shall

not outlive his worth. He lives truly after death whose good deeds are

his piliars of remembrance, and no day but adds some grains to his

heap of glory. Good works are seeds, that after sowing return us a

continual harvest, and the memory of noble actions is more enduring

than monuments of marble.

Life is a school. The world is neither prison nor penitentiary, nor

a palace of ease, nor an amphitheatre for games and spectacles, but a

place of instruction and discipline. Life is given for moral and spirit

ual training, and the entire course of the great school of life is an edu

cation for virtue, happiness and a future existence. The periods of

life are its terms, all human conditions its forms, all human employ

ments its lessons. Families are primary departments of this moral ed~

ucation, the various circles of society its advanced stages, kingdoms

and republics its universities.

Riches and poverty, gayeties and sorrows, marriages and funerals,

the ties of life bound or broken, fit and fortunate, or untoward and

painful, are all lessons. Events are not blindly and carelessly flung

together. Providence doss not school one man, and screen another

from the fiery trial of its lessons. It has neither rich favorites nor poor

victims. One event happeneth to all. One end and one design con

cern and urge all men.

The prosperous man has been at school. Perhaps he has thought

that it was a great thing and he a great personage, but he has been

4
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merely a pupil. He thought, perhaps, that he was master, and had

nothing to do but to direct and command ; but there was ever a master

above him—the Master of Life. He looks not at our splendid state,

or our many pretensions, nor at the aids and appliances of our learning,

but at our learning itself. He put the poor and the rich upon the same

form, and knows no difference between them but their progress.

If, from prosperity we have learned moderation, temperance, candor,

modesty, gratitude to God and generosity to men, then we are entitled

to be honored and rewarded. If we have learned selfishness and self

indulgence, wrong-doing and vice, to forget and overlook our less for

tunate brother and to scotT at the providence of God, then we are un

worthy and dishonored, though we have been nursed in affluence or

taken our degrees from the lineage of an hundred noble descents; as

truly so, in the eye of heaven and all right-thinking men as though we

lay, victims of heggary and disease, in the hospital, by the hedge or

on the dunghill. The most ordinary human equity looks not at the

school, but the scholar; and the equity of Heaven will not look beneath

that mark.

The poor man also is at school. Let him take care that he learn

rather than complain. Let him hold to his integrity, his candor and

his kindness of heart. Let him beware of envy and of bondage, and

keep his self-respect. The body’s toil is nothing. Let him beware of

the mind’s drudgery and degradation. While he betters his condition

if he can, let him be more anxious to better his soul. Let him be will

ing, while poor, and even if always poor, to learn poverty’s great les

sons, fortitude, cheerfulness, contentment and implicit confidence in

God's providence. With these and patience, calmness, self-command,

disinterestedness and affectionate kindness, the humble dwelling may

be hallowed and made more dear and noble than the loftiest pal

ace. Let him, above all things, see that he lose not his independence.

Let him, above all things, not cast himself, a creature poorer than the

poor, an indolent, helpless, despised beggar, on the kindness of others.

Every man should choose to have God for his master rather than man ;

and escape not from this school, either by dishonesty or aims-taking,

lest he fall into that state, worse than disgrace, where he can have no

respect for himself.

The ties of Society teach us to love one another. That is a misera

ble society where the absence of affectionate kindness is sought to be

supplied by punctilious decorum, graceful urbanity and polished insin

cerity ; where ambition, jealousy and distrust rule in place of simplic

ity, confidence and kindness.
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So, too, the social state teaches modesty and gentleness; and from

neglect, and notice unworthily bestowed on others, and injustice and

the world’s failure to appreciate us, we learn patience and quietness,

and to be superior to society’s opinion, not cynical and bitter, hut gen

tle, candid and affectionate still.

Death is the great Teacher, stern, cold, inexorable, irresistible, whom

the collected might of the world cannot stay or ward off. The breath

that parted from the lips of king or beggar scarcely stirs the hushed

air. cannot be bought or brought back for a moment with the wealth of

empires. What a lesson is this, teaching our frailty and feebleness and

an Infinite Power beyond us! It is a fearful lesson, that never becomes

familiar! It walks through the earth in dread mystery, and lays its

hands upon all. It is a universal lesson, that is read everywhere and

by all men. Its message comes every year and every day. The past

years are crowded with its sad and solemn mementos, and death’s fin

ger traces its handwriting upon the walls of every human habitation.

It teaches us duty; to act our part well; to fulfill the work assigned

us. When one is dying. and after he is dead, there is but one question:

Has he lived well? There is no evil in death but that which life makes.

There are hard lessons in the school of God’s providence; and yet

the school of life is carefully adjusted in all its arrangements and

tasks to man’s powers and passions. There is no extravagance in its

teachings, nor is anything done for the sake of present effect. The

whole course of human life is a conflict with difficulties, and, if rightly

conducted, a progress in improvement. It is never too late for man to

learn. Not part only. but the whole of life is a school. There never

comes a time, even amidst the decays of age, when it is fit to lay aside

the eagerness of acquisition, or the cheerfulness of endeavor. Man

walks all through the course of life in patience and strife, and some

times in darkness; for, from patience is to come perfection, from strife

triumph is to issue, from the cloud of darkness the lightning is to flash

that shall open the way to eternity.

Let the Mason be faithful in the school of life, and to all its lessons!

Let him not learn nothing, nor care whether he learns or not. Let not

the years pass over him, witnesses of only his sloth and indifierence, or

see him zealous to acquire everything but virtue. Nor let him labor

only for himself, nor forget that the humblest man that lives is his

brother, and bath a claim on his sympathies and kind oilices; and that

beneath the rough garments which labor wears may beat hearts as noble

as throb under the stars of princes.
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“ God, who counts by souls, not stations,

Loves and pities you and me;

For to Him all vain distinctions

Are as pebbles on the sea.”

Nor are the other duties inculcated in Masonry of less importance.

Truth, a Mason is early told, is a Divine attribute and the foundation

of every virtue; and frankness, reliability, sincerity, straightforward

ness, plain-dealing are but different modes in which truth develops it

self. The dead, the absent, the innocent. ahd those that trust him, no

Mason will deceive willingly. To all these he owes a nobler justice, in

that they are the most certain trials of human equity. Only the most

abandoned of men, said Cicero, will deceive him who would have re

mained uninjured if he had not trusted. All the noble deeds that have

beat their marches through succeeding ages have proceeded from men

of truth and genuine courage. The man that is always true is both vii

tuous and wise, and thus possesses the greatest guards of safety, for

the law has not power to strike the virtuous, nor can fortune subvert the

wise.

The basis of Masonry being morality and virtue, it is by studying

one and practising the other that the conduct of a Mason becomes irre

proachable. The good of humanity being its principal object, disinter

estedness is one of the first virtues that it requires of its members, for

that is the source of justice and beneficeuce.

To pity the misfortunes of others; to be humble, but without mean

ness; to be proud, but without arrogance ; to abjure every sentimentof

hatred and revenge; to show himself magnanimous and liberal, without

ostentation and without profusion; to be the enemy of vice; to pay

homage to wisdom and virtue; to respect innocence; to be constant

and patient in adversity and modest in prosperity; to avoid every irreg

ularity that stains the soul and distempers the body—it is by following

these precepts that a Mason will become a good citizen, a faithful hus

band, a tender father, an obedient son and a true brother; will honor

friendship and fulfil with ardor the duties which virtue and the social

relations impose upon him.

It is because Masonry imposes upon us these duties that it is properly

and significantly styled work; and he who imagines that he becomes a

Mason by merely taking the two or three first degrees, and that he may,

having leisurely stepped upon that small elevation thenceforward worth

ily wear the honors of~ Masonry without labor or exertion, or self-denial

or sacrifice, and that there is nothing to be done in Masonry, is strangely

deceived.
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Is it true that nothing remains to be done in Masonry?

Does one brother no longer proceed by law against another brother

of his Lodge in regard to matters that could be easily settled within the

Masonic family circle?

Has the duel,_that hideous heritage of barbarism, interdicted among

brethren by our fundamental laws, and denounced by the municipal

code, yet disappeared from the soil we inhabit? Do Masons of high

rank religiously refrain from it, or do they not, bowing to a corrupt

public opinion, submit to its arbitrsment, despite the scandal which it

occasions to the Order, and in violation of the feeble restraint of their

oath ?

Do Masons no longer form uncharitable opinions of their brethren,

enter harsh judgments against them, and judge themselves by one rule

and their brethren by another?

Has Masonry any well regulated system of charity? Has it done

that which it should have done for the cause of education? Where are

its schools, its academies, its colleges, its hospitals and infirmaries?

Are political controversies now conducted with no violence and bit

terness?

Do Masons refrain from defaming and denouncing their brethren who

differ with them in religious or political opinions?

What grand social problems or useful projects engage our attention

at our communications? Where in our Lodges are lectures habitually

delivered for the real instruction of the brethren? Do not our sessions

pass in the discussion of minor matters of business, the settlement of

points of order and questions of mere administration, and the admis

sion and advancement of candidates, whom, after their admission we

take no pains to instruct?

In what Lodge are our ceremonies explained and elucidated, corrupted

as they are by time until their true features can scarcely be distin

guished ; and where are those great primitive truths of revelation taught

which Masonry has preserved to the world?

We have high dignities and sounding titles. Do their possessors

qualify themselves to enlighten the world in respect to the aim and ob

ject of Masonry? You deseendents of those initiates who govern the

empires, does your influence enter into practical life and operate effi

ciently in behalf of well regulated and constitutional liberty?

Your debates should be but friendly conversations. You need con

cord, union and peace. Why, then, do you retain among you men who

excite rivalries and jealousies? Why permit great and violent contro

versy and ambitious pretensions? How do your own works and acts
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agree? If your Masonry is a nullity, how can you exercise any influ‘

euce on others?

Continually you praise each other, and utter elaborate and high

wrought eulogies upon the Order. Everywhere you assume that you

are what you should be, and nowhere do you look upon yourself as you

are. Is it true that all our actions are so many acts of homage to vir

tue? Explore the recesses of your hearts; let us examine ourselves

with an impartial eye, and make answer to our own questioning? Can

we bear to ourselves the consoling testimony that we always rigidly

perform our duties—that we even half perform them?

Let us away with this odious self-flattery! Let us be men, if we

cannot be sages! The laws of Masonry, above others excellent, can

not wholly change men’s natures. They enlighten them, they point out

the true way, but they can lead them in it only by repressing the fire of

their passions and subjugating their selfishness. Alas! these conquer,

and Masonry is forgotten !

After praising each other all our lives, there are always excellent

brethren who, over our coffins, shower unlimited eulogies. Every one

who dies, however useless his life has been, has been a model of all the

virtues, a very child of the celestial light!

In Egypt, among our old Masters, where Masonry was more cultiva

ted than vanity, no one could gain admittance to the sacred asylum of

the tomb until he had passed under the most solemn judgment. A

grave tribunal sat in judgment upon all, even the kings. They said to

the dead: “ Whoever thou art, give account to thy country of thy

actions! What hast thou done with thy time and life? The law inter

rogates thee, thy country hears thee! Truth sits in judgment on thee.”

Princes came there to be judged, escorted only by their virtues and their

vices. A public accuser recounted the history of the dead man’s life

and threw the blaze of the torch of truth on all his actions. If it were

adjudged that he had led an evil life, his memory was condemned in the

presence of the nation and his body denied the honor of sepulture.

What a lesson the old Masonry taught to the sons of the people!

Is it true that Masonry is efl’ete? That the acacia, withered, affords

no shade? That Masonry no longer marches in the advance-guard of

Truth? No! Is freedom yet universal? Have ignorance and preju

dice disappeared from the earth? Are there no longer enmities among

men? Do cupidity and falsehood no longer exist? Do toleration and

harmony prevail among religious and political sects?

There are works yet left for Masonry to accomplish greater than the

twelve labors of Hercules. To advance ever, resolutely and steadily;
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to enlighten the minds of the people, to reconstruct society, to reform

the laws and improve the public morals. The eternity in front of it is

as infinite as the one behind. And Masonry cannot cease to labor in

the cause of social progress without ceasing to be true to itself, without

ceasing to be Masonry.

Wholesome Wards cf @uunsel.

‘ HE True Mason, that is one who understands its beautiful
I teachings and endeavors to live by them, will never be found

back-biting his brother or sowing seeds of discord among the

young members of the Fraternity, or trying to- poison their minds

against men and things they know nothing about. If you are ambi

tious, suppress it until the time comes to gratify your ambition ; if you

are jealous, choke its very appearance, especially in presence of the

young. Never try to worm yourself into the good graces of your

brothers by pulling down the reputation of others, or unjustly criticis

ing their actions. It is right and proper that you should have an opin

ion of your own, but never let that opinion be so bigoted as to lead you

into un-\Iasonic ways and cause you to give utterance to language that

if made in the presence of those at whom you are spiteful would call

forth a rebuke, or perhaps even worse—a feeling of enmity. Remem

ber, that if you cannot have things your own way, it is wholly un-Ma

sonic to try and crowd your opinion upon others. To say that you are

right and all others are wrong is but to arrogate unto yourself the wis

dom of a God. If you are this kind of a man you are not a good

Mason, neither indeed can you ever be, unless it were possible for you

to be made over again, and probably taught that which you have never

learned, Masonry. Young Masons should hold themselves aloof from

the assembling of such men, and give them to understand that Masonry

teaches you higher and nobler things.

We will admit that there are “ cranks ” in Masonry as well as in the

church, but we deny that such “ cranks ” have the right to make the

whole body cranky, and if they do not succeed to get together and

growl and pout and slander their superiors, especially when they are in

a hopeless minority. Better by far that these brethren had never seen

the light of a Masonic Lodge, or been taught the lessons of the “ mid

dle chamber.” That such men have existed from time immemorial,

and do exist at the present day, is but to admit that we are human.

And yet Masonry is calculated to correct these irregularities and make

us purer, boiler and better men, if we will only be governed by its

teachings—Bun F. Price, Grand Master of Tennessee.
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3§lil$asnaic Standard ut' fiprightaess.

, ASONS are bound to observe the moral law—are pledged to

walk uprightly before God and man. The Masonic standard

of individual honor and honesty is an exalted one, and breth

ren who conform thereto will certainly express the graces and virtues

which belong to manly character and useful living. Falsehood and de

ceit are ignoble vices especially opposed to both the letter and the spirit

of Freemasonry. It is better to lose one’s life than to sacrifice per

sonal integrity is the lesson of the third degree.

Honesty of word, honesty of deed, and honesty of heart are re

quired of the individual Craftsman. He must avoid insincerity and

hypocrisy in his speech. He must be above misrepresentation and de

ceit. Think of the variety of forms in which lying appears. There

is the cowardly lie, as when one because of the fear of consequences

hesitates to speak the truth. There is the selfish lie—false words

spoken to secure some personal advantage. There is the conventional

lie—the speech of careless exaggeration or misrepresentation, which

the world regards as comparatively harmless, but which does not con

form to the Masonic standard of uprightness. And then, worst of all,

there is the lie of malice. How often bitter words are spoken—words

of slander and detracti0n_which injure the good name of another and

perhaps cause him a life-long sorrow !

 

“ Twas but a breath——

And yet the fair, good name was wilted;

And friends once warm grew cold and stilted,

And life was Worse than death."

A Craftsman who has respect to the Masonic standard of upright

ness will be cautious in his speech. He will not indulge in deli-action.

He will keep silent when he cannot approve, unless some principle is at

stake and a sense of duty impels him to utter words of rebuke and

severity.

Honesty of deed is likewise demanded. It is worse to live a lie than

it is to speak the words of evil and misrepresentation. A false friend

who speaks fairly when his actions show hostility is most to be dreaded.

The dishonesty which finds expression in covered practices intended to

do injury to others is most repellant to that sense of honor and truth

which Freemasonry so much exalts. A true Mason must be straight

forward, honorable and just in the affairs of daily life.

Above all things else an honest heart has pre-eminence. A thorough
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simplicity and sincerity of soul will alone meet the highest test of up

rightness. Truth in the heart, in the character, in the whole expression

of the daily life. is the royal stamp of manhood—the sign and attesta

tion of genuine Freemasonry. The Mason of highest degree is he who

feels and acts and speaks the truth with charity toward all mankind.

[Written for Freemasons Repository.]

The liloetrg of milasomrg.

~; T would indeed be a sorry world if we Were able to deny that

there is a Poetry of Life; and he who denies the Poetry of

Masonry in the same sense, has studied it to very little pur

pose; his intellect is dull indeed. As in the poetry of life, it is believed

in at one period, the happiest, viz: in our youth. The Masonic youth

of every man, (I speak with some years over a quarter of a century’s

experience. passed as a keen observer of men and things). is passed in

mixed wonder. with gratitude for the knowledge that a Society exists

with such professions toward God and man. This admiration of the

principles of a human institution. so instinctively interwoven with

thankfulness towards a beneficent Creator—that elevation of the soul

above the ordinary routine of life'awakened at our initiation—combined

with the willing acknowldgment in the presence of our friends. and.

as it were, in the presence of God, acceptance of those principles and

avowal of trust in Him—spring from what may very aptly be called the

poetry of Masonry. It has reached the heart then, and however long

or short may be the period of its duration there, runs on exactly par

allel lines to what is called the poetry of life. The latter circumstance

is the only reason why it is being subject to partial extinction. which

could never have happened had the Craft occupied its proper and origi

nal place as a leader instead of following the outside world.

As the best part of man is the poetic. so it is in Masonry. Nobody

will deny the latter. because as long as it has existed nothing has been

said in favor or praise of Freemasonry without reliance on its aid. The

Craft universal has acknowledged it. stamped it with the seal of ap

proval, and must either stand for it or acknowledge the institution

worthless, as it would be when eliminated from it.

So far as the ordinary acceptation goes, poetry is little appreciated

in the bustling hurry of our 19th century competition to live. into which

most of us can hardly avoid being drawn ; but to own that the suppres

sion of humanity in the breast, and honesty in one’s dealings, enables

a
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a man to be the better equipped to earn his living, is a confession few

men would make!

Many people, I know, regard any kind of poetry, if they acknowl

edge appreciation of it, as an inspiration of the mind more or less ele

gantly expressed; but this is no poetry. and certainly not the kind I

would wish to always find in a Masonic Lodge and want preserving.

lf poetry does not stir our nobler qualities, which the jostling hubbub

of life or the hardness of our surroundings may have deadened—if it

does not touch the chords which responded so melodioust when the

true poetry of life awoke in our youth—if it re-animntes none of those

lofty, ideal inspirations which the untrammelled enthusiasm of boyhood

produces, but have long lain dormant under the cold calculating influ

ences of the world—in short, if it speaks not from the soul in tones in

dicative of the source, and neither stirs our hearts in some degree to

our betterment, nor inspires our souls with gentle, noble or sublime

feelings, (and I am deeply conscious myself of having been most likely

a great sinner in this respect), it is no poetry at all, but worthless

doggerel! '

Prosaic man says “ I like facts—n0 poetry for me !” while deep away

in the recesses of his heart he constantly yearns for it! The prosaic

Mason says, “if we don't get on, the supper will be cold; can't we

skip a bit?” and yet the latter will leave the said supper-table with a

scowl if the poetry of Masonry he left out in proposing his health !

As I have more than once asserted, Masonry might travel on still

wider lines, but is influenced by the prosaic tendency of the world which

it follows. It has ali the qualifications of a leader, and everything to

lose with nothing to gain from outside. It might be agreat social

power; but we older Masons do exactly to our children in the Craft as

parents generally too often do in these days, wilfully neglecting their

need of encouragement, good example, love; and then with hardened

hearts looking around to find on whom or what to throw the blame for

the consequences. Is it any wonder that we have the daily horrors in

the newspapers, when by sapping child-life and crushing out the poetry

of life in youth we are forming the man that is to be? The same hard

ness of heart that prompts to train a youth to regard money-getting as

the sole purpose of his existence, cannot fail to have its baneful efiect.

Similarly shut out the poetry of Masonry and ignore its teachings, and

what is left? The coming manhood is just as serious a contemplation

for the Masonic, as the society future, and “ to be forewarned is to be

[brew-med.”

A. J. Leanna.
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a new lilalume of the Repository.

" HE beginning of a new volume of this magazine has been

reached. The present issue introduces Volume XXIV. [t is

._ J it almost a quarter of a century since this publication was started

as a small-sized folio. It soon came to enlargement, and for twenty

or more years it has been issued in magazine form. During this last

named period the present writer has been its editor. The magazine has

had a measure of success in these years, and yet its owners have re

ceived but small pecuniary returns for the expenditure required in

maintaining such a publication. It has certainly been a well printed,

good-looking magazine, giving proof in its every number of a careful

supervision at the office of issue. A considerable outlay has been re

quired on the part of the publishers to meet the cost of illustrations

which from time to time have embellished its pages.

The editor has been privileged to exercise an unchallenged responsi

bility in regard to the contents of the REPOSITORY. For the general

character of the magazine, for the opinions and judgments expressed

on various subjects that have passed under review in its pages, he must

be held accountable. The record is made; it must stand. Most cer

tainly there has been no attainment of the ideal which the editor fuin

would have reached in shaping the character and securing the useful

ness of the magazine. There are, however, some lines of brightness

in a review of the past as connected with the editor’s work on the Rs

POSITOY. Its pages bear witness to the fact that it has been a conserva

tive and not a sensational publication, and that it has always supported

the well established rules and governing principles of the Institution.

The Ravesrroar has avoided discussions of topics of slight importance,

although it has not hesitated to ex press and defend its opinions respect

ing Masonic questions of importance. Maintaining an independent

position, it has sought to be progressive and liberal in its general tone,

and to deal justly with the varied interests pertaining to the welfare of

the Fraternity.

While the Rssosrroay has had some special adaptation to the Craft

of Rhode Island and New England, it has not been held to any narrow

or sectional limits. The aim of publishers and editor has been to make

a magazine instructive and interesting to Masons and their families in

all parts of the country. Thus important topics have been discussed

and the transactions of Masonic bodies in ditTercnt portions of the

globe have been presented, the endeavor being to gain and hold an in

telligent constituency enrolled in different localities.
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What the Rerosrroar has been, it will continue to be in character

and purpose; and yet we hope to make improvements with the passing

years, and to keep step with the progress which is demanded of publi

cations as well as of individuals. It may suflice that we pledge our

best efiorts to keep the Rneosrroar well in the front as a representa

tive journal of the Craft—a publication which shall be deserving of

the confidence and support of the Brotherhood in whose interest it is

established.

EWilliam 3i. lfiurnham.

a?! ‘1 N excellent portrait of this highly esteemed citizen and Crafts

tAtil man, a resident of Lewiston, Maine, forms the frontispiece of

. A I this number of the Rsrosrroar. Bro. Burnham, as Historian

of Ashlar Lodge, No. 105, Lewiston, Me., has recently published in

pamphlet form an interesting account of the important events attend

ing the career of that organization during the thirty-three years of its

existence. Appended to the Lodge History is a biographical sketch of

Bro. Burnham, prepared by a committee of Ashlar Lodge, viz: W.

Bro. Frederick B. Sands, Archie Lee Talbot, and George M. Howe.

We are pleased to be able to present such a sketch, as properly accom

panying the portrait, to the readers of this magazine.

William J. Buruham was born at Saco, Me., Dec. 22, 1835; was

made a Mason in Ancient- York Lodge, Lowell, Mass, April 7, 1858,

and raised June 9, 1858; was Secretary of that Lodge two years,

October, 1859-186l ; removing to Lewiston, become a member of Ash

lar Lodge, Oct. 6. 1862; was W. Master two years-—January, 1865 to

1867; was appointed Chaplain January, 1870, continuing in that office

to the present time; was District Deputy Grand Master of the 15th

Masonic District, May, 1868 to 1869.

He received the Chapter degrees in Mount Horeb R. A. Chapter,

Lowell. Mass, being exalted May 28, 1860; became a member of King

Hiram R. A. Chapter, Lewiston, Me., Jan. 13, 1865; was High Priest

June, 1866 to 1868; was then elected Treasurer, which office he holds

at the present time.

He received the Order of High Priesthood in Portland, May 9, 1867;

was Grand Chaplain of Grand Chapter May, 1867-68, and Grand

Chaplain of Grand Council of High Priesthood, May, 1883-92. _

He received the Cryptic degrees in Dunlap Council, Lewiston, Nov.
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7. 1865; was Th. Ill. Master. Oct., 1869-70; was appointed Grand

Chaplain of the Grand Council May, 1882, which office he still holds.

He received the Orders of Knighthood in Portland Commandery,

Portland, Me, Sept. 26, 1864; was a charter member of Lewiston

Commander-y; was Em. Commander, March, 1868 to 1870; was then

elected Treasurer and continues in that office at the present time. He

was Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of Maine, May,

1887 to 1888.

He received the degrees of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite as

follows: 4° to 14° in Yates Lodge of Perfection, Portland, April 14,

1871 ; 15° and 16° in Portland Council of Princes of Jerusalem, Port

land, March 13, 1874; 170 and 18° in Dunlap Chapter of R0se Croix,

Portland, Dec. 17, 1875; 19° to 32° in Maine Consistory, S. P. R. 5.,

Portland, March 21, 1876, and the 33° at the Supreme Council, S. G.

I. G., Boston, Sept. 19, 1888.

He was a charter member of Lewiston Lodge of Perfection and T.

P. G. Master, January, 1876 to 1878; anda charter member of Auburn

Council of Princes of Jerusalem, and Treasurer from its foundation,

1888, to the present time.

He was a charter member of H. H. Dickey Chapter of Rose Croix;

was elected M. W. and P. Master at its formation, January, 1891, and

continues in that oflice at the present time.

He was one of the incorporators of the Board of Masonic Trustees;

was its first Secretary; was elected President on the death of Bro.

Dickey, and fills this office at the present time. ~

Bro. Burnham’s father, Asa R. Burnham, was a Mason and a mem

ber of Libanus Lodge, Somersworth, N. H.. having been made a. Mason

in said Lodge, Sept. 4, 1827. Subsequently he removed to Lowell.

Mass, and became a member of Pentucket Lodge in that city, of which

Lodge he was a member at the time of his death.

Our brother early became interested in this ancient Fraternity, was

initiated in early manhood and formed an attachment and love for this

institution and brotherhood that have only increased with advancing

years. That he has been untiring and faithful in his Masonic labors,

the record of these pages testify.

There is no Mason living in Lewiston so well known as Bro. Wm. J.

Burnham. For thirty-two years he has attended nearly every meeting

of Ashlar Lodge, and for most of this time has been the Chaplain so

that every member feels apersonal as well as a Masonic acquaintance,

for his voice has led them in prayer as they have entered into the knowl

edge of Masonry.
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As a citizen he is distinguished for his manly and upright life, affable

and courteous conduct. Although his business demands close attention,

he being for many years the efficient Superintendent of the cotton mills

of the Hill Manufacturing Company in Lewiston, he takes an interest

in public affairs.

At the organization of the first city government of Lewiston in 1863,

he .was elected Clerk of the Common Council and re-elected in 1864—

serving two years, being the first to hold that position. In 1869 he was

elected Alderman, to fill out the unexpired term of James Sands, who

resigned on removing from the city. In 1869 he was re-elected—serv

ing on important committees in the Lewiston City Government, giving

the same prompt and faithful attention to public business as has always

characterized his labors in all positions in life.

His faithful Christian work in the church and community is very

truthfully given in the following words of his pastor, friend and brother

and member of this committee:

“ This brief biographical sketch would be incomplete without some

allusion to the Christian character of our Worthy Brother Burnham.

“ Other friends have written fittingly of his record as a Mason and a

citizen, and it is a pleasure to add a word concerning his standing and

influence as a Christian in the community where he has lived so nobly

and wrought s0 faithfully for thirty-two years.

“ Bro. Burnham was born and reared in a delightful Christian home.

His parents were of the good old New England stock and were staunch

believers in the fundamental doctrines of the Christian faith. 50 bean

tifully did they exemplify the principles of the Gospel in their daily

living, that he was early impressed with the value and importance of

the Christian life. Having determined to live such a life, he at once

identified himself with the Kirk 5t. Church in Lowell, Mass. While

connected with this congregation he displayed the same rare qualities

of mind and heart which have always characterized him, whether en

gaged in the work 01’ the lodge or church.

“ On his removal to Lewiston he made application for admission to

the Pine St. Congregational Church, which was then in its infancy.

He was received into its membership March 2, 1862. Since his iden

tification with this church he has rendered it efficient service as deacon,

superintendent and teacher. In all his official relations he has contrib

uted much to the development of the spiritual life of the church and

the extension of its influence throughout the community and State.

“ During this long period of service the members of the congrega
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tion have ever found in him a helpful and sympathetic friend in times

of trouble and affliction.

“ By his cheerful response to the many demands upon his time and

strength. and by the rare tact and delicacy with which he has discharged

his manifold duties. he has greatly endeared himself to a large and ap

preciative circle in his church home.

“ For more than ten years it has been my privilege to minister to the

church of which Bro. Burnham is an esteemed member, and it affords me

peculiar pleasure to bear witness to the purity of his character and un

swerving loyalty, not only as a Mason, but as a Christian brother."

Your committee unite in the earnest desire and hope. which we know

is shared by all. that our devoted brother may long be spared to his

family, the church. the community and to Ashlar Lodge, where he has

endeared himself by so long and faithful service.

The Enema, filamenza, Italy.

i HIS attractive edifice. of which a section of the interior is

'_ shown on an adjoining page, is situated near the Piazza de’

' Calvalli. almost in the centre of the city. It was built in med

iaaval times and represents not a little of artistic thought and concep

tions. together with the labor of the skilled workmen employed in its

erection. While it does not stand among the great and notable struc

tures of Europe. devoted to the uses of religion. it yet possesses some

substantial claims to the observer's attention. It is impressive by rea

son of its size and harmonious proportions; and its Lombard style of

architecture, united with the Gothic. presents a result that is alike

pleasing and uplifting.

The interior is comparatively plain ; yet it is not devoid of sculptures

and inscriptions of historical and religious significance. It has several

memorial tablets and other relics which are suggestive reminders of the

past. Thus does the interior of this great edifice appeal to the esthetic

feelings and to the intellectual sensibilities. having a ministry of special

power to the artistic temperament. But it has an appeal to and an

offering for the religious nature as well. Like all such structures it has

a mission to exalt the moral and spiritual tendencies—t0 tranquilize,

comfort and exalt the souls of devout and aspiring men and women

who sit and meditate within its walls. and seek communion with God.

Surely the very Angel of Consolation makes these vaulted roofs his
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chosen dwelling place. The tired and tried pilgrim of earth, disap

pointed with the world and with himself, unable to find desired relief

in books or Nature, may tread these long-drawn aisles, pray and medi

tate in the midst of surroundings so favorable to quiet thought and

fervent aspiration, and seem to hear as from the Grand Loveliness in

dweliing there, whispers of a reconciliation with himself and of the

peace of God which passes human understanding. These touching,

exalting, comforting ministries, constitute the highest uses of the

religious edifice.

Questions and étaswers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the RIPosl'ronY will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.--EDI1'OR.]

“ Is the making of Masons at sight now authorized? How should I

proceed in trying to serve the interests of a worthy friend who would

prefer to be admitted into the Fraternity by this method? I am a mem

ber of. . . . .. Lodge."

The making of Masons at sight has been held to be one of the pre

rogatives of Grand Masters. Such an authority may be justly claimed,

we think, to belong to the office of Grand Master; but the right to

make Masons at sight ought to be exercised but seldom. It would de

moralize the Masonic Fraternity if Grand Masters generally were to

fallback upon their ancient prerogative and admit applicants to the

rights and benefits of Freemasonry by a sort of “ short cut.” Happily

there is no such disposition to act upon an assumed right of office. The

prerogative may be defended; it has been exercised, not only for the

benefit of English Princes, but for the benefit of some Americans who

have thus been introduced into the Communion of Craftsmen. For a

number of years, however, we have not known of the “making of a

Mason at sight." We recommend to our correspondent that he should

advise his friend to proceed in the old and well defined way of candi

dature.

“Can you inform me, and thus meet the desires of a number of

other Craftsmen in this vicinity, interested in the question. whether or

not Congressman W. C. P. Breekinridge, of Kentucky, is a Mason?

If he is a Mason to what Lodge does he belong? Is he now in good

standing?”
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We should hardly reply in the Raeosrronv to the foregoing question

were it not that a published statement respecting the questions pro

posed has just appeared in the columns of the Masonic Home Journal

published at Louisville, Ky. Our esteemed contemporary, under date

of Sept. 13th ultimo, prints a brief editorial from which we copy the

following: “Col. Breckinridge is, or at least was a member of Lex

ington Lodge, No. 1. Whether he is in good standing or not is a ques

tion partly of fact and partly of construction. What we know of the

facts bearing on the question is of a confidential nature at present. It

is to be presumed that his Lodge knows its duty, and will perform it,

and any interference from the outside would be out of place. This is a

case that cannot be tried in the newspapers. We have observed that

two or three Masonic papers outside the State have suficred a good deal

of anxiety about the matter, but that was probably because they know

nothing of the facts. It appears not to have occurred to them that

they have no right to know the facts until they can be made public in

a lawful way.” The present writer does not care to discuss any of the

questions which relate to the character of Col. Breckinridge, whose un

savory reputation has recently become a matter of wide spread notori

ety. It may be assumed that the Lodge having primary jurisdiction,

or the Grand Lodge whose authority in sucha case must be paramount,

will take prompt and just action.

“ I have an intimate friend whom I believe to be every way worthy

of becoming a Mason. How far can I properly go in calling his atten

tion to the principles and benefits of Freemasonry? Is there any law

which would prevent my inviting him to become a member of the Lodge

to which I belong?”

The general rule, of which no doubt the brother who makes the fore

going enquiry is aware, is to this efiect: That no Mason is at liberty

to urge any person to become a candidate for the mysteries of Free

masonry, it being a part of the fundamental law of the Masonic In

stitution that every candidate must offer himself voluntarily and un

solicited. In the forms of petition made use of in many jurisdictions

an applicant is required to subscribe to a statement that he voluntarily

makes such a request. not having been influenced by the solicitation of

friends, etc. This old time regulation should not be departed from. A

Mason may not urge even an intimate friend to join the Fraternity;

but a fair interpretation of the rule would certainly permit the setting

forth of the general principles of the institution in answer to the re

quest of a friend, or an expression of commendation regarding the

6
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character and work of'th'e Fraternity, should a proper opportunity ofler

therefor. But there must be no appeal or solicitation.

“ Was the Ancient Order of “ Hospitallers ” a religious or military

association? Was it identified with or merged into the Order of St.

John and Malta?”

The Hospitallers of Jerusalem was the name given to an organized

body of philanthropic merchants who in the eleventh century estab

lished hospitals in Jerusalem for the care and relief of Christian pil

grims. Two hospitals were erected, one for men and the other for

women, and achapel was attached to each. The benevolent movement

thus instituted received liberal contributions and in a short time the

association called into existence for the direction of such a work be

came a powerful Order. First, the Organization represented only the

zealous philanthropists, also men of devout faith, connected with the

hospitals and the services in the chapels; but soon it developed into

"Knights Hospitallcrs” and rendered an efficient military support to

the armies of the Crusaders. Verlot says of this Society: “The

Hospitallers merely considered as a religious order were divided into

three classes, according to their birth, rank and function. The first

class was composed of the Knights of Justice, the second included the

Religious Chaplains and Priests of Obedience. the third, Serving Broth

ers.” Other writers place more importance in the military features of

the organization. Its three classes, according to Taafe, were—“Clergy,

Knights, and Servants-at-Arms.” The Order subsequently came to be

known as the Knights of Rhodes, and afterwards as the Knights of

Malta. The ancient relation, if any existed. with the Order of St.

John of Jerusalem, is quite obscure.

A CRAl-"rsMAN’s DUTY to his Lodge and to Freemasonry requires him to

exercise great care in recommending candidates for admission to the

Fraternity. It does not meet the law of duty that an applicant is as

worthy as some persons who are now in the organization, or that per

haps he will do better as a Mason and by reason of such improvement

no evil results will follow his admission. The Lodge ought to be ex

posed to no such risk. A brother is not justified in recommending an

acquaintance or friend unless such commendation is based on sufficient

knowledge, and on a positive belief that the applicant is worthy to be

come a Mason and will add strength to the organization. That a man is

genial, a “ good sort of a fellow,” is not a sufficient reason for recom

mending his admission to a Masonic Lodge.
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Editorial flutes.

Tm; Tonorrro FREEMASON does not hesitate to express its disapproval

of the reduction fees of the Grand Chapter of Canada. In the latest

issue received at this office we note the following: “ It was a fatal

mistake and one that must affect injuriously the Capitular branch in

the near future. It was never intended that Masonry should be cheap.

On the contrary, we believe it is a luxury; its membership drawn from

men in reputable circumstances, and such as are not likely to ever be

come a charge upon the general Craft. Freemasonry is not competing

with other fraternities, but is a cut above them all, and should never

resort to the “ job lot” am “ bargain day ” methods of modern mush—

room societies. High joining fees and low or no dues is the policy that

should be adopted by all branches of the Masonic system in Canada,

and when the Grand Chapter restores its fees to the old figure, it will

regain that high place in the public estimation that it has recently

jeopardized.” On general principles we approve the statement made

by the Freemason. It is never good policy to lower the fees for the

sake of attracting a multitude of candidates. Freemasonry should so

commend itself as not to become a competing society seeking for pop

ular favor. Of course the fees should not be unreasonably high, and

they may well vary in difierent localities.

Masourc sumac-rs ought not to be discussed in any public place.

Important secrets are thus sometimes unwittingly divulged. Not long

ago a person who is not a Mason called on the present writer with a

request for information respecting the character of a young man at that

time an applicant for the degrees of Freemasonry. Being asked why

such a request was preferred the gentleman said: “I happened to

overhear a conversation in the street car, wherein it was stated that a

committee had been appointed by the Lodge to which you belong to in

vestigate the character and standing of this young man in whom I am

much interested, and I came to you to learn if there was any suspicion

of wrong doing on his part." An assurance was given which disabused

the mind of the questioner of the wrong impression which he had

gathered from overbearing a conversation between two brethren, hear

ing upon a candidate’s application that had been referred to them. It

is not well to hold conversation on Masonic subjects in public places.
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Masonic flows.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some oi‘ the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad ileld; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while 0i course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Ma

sonic News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. \Ve shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this (icpartmcnt.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Annual Session of the Supreme Coun

cil of the Northern jurisdiction, at

Boston, Mass.

Grand Commander Henry L. Pal

mer, 33°, presided at the session held

at Masonic Temple, Boston, Septem

ber 18, 1894. All the officers were

present, with one exception. The

calling of the roll showed all the

active and emeriti members present

exeept the following: A. V. H. Car

penter, deputy for Wisconsin; Benja

min Dean of Massachusetts, A. P.

Moriarty of New York, Daniel Siekles

of New York and Charles M. Cottrill

of Wisconsin. Two active members

have died during the past year—

Augnstus R. Hall of Philadelphia,

and Herman Ely of Elvira, 0. The

Sovereign Grand Commander deliv

ered his annual alloeution, and con

gratulated the members of the Sn

preme Council on the progress and

prosperity of the Rite in the Northern

jurisdiction. Interesting reports show

ing the general good condition, and

presenting important information,

were read by Grand Secretary Gen

eral Clinton F. Paige, New York, and

Grand Treasurer General Newton D.

Arnold, R. 1. James H. Coddiug of

Towanda, Pa., was crowned an active

33d degree Mason. Henry P. Kent of

Lancaster, N. H.; Oscar 0. Batch of

Littletou, N. 11.; John H. Clarkson,

of Nashua, N. H., and John H. Bass

01! Fort Wayne, Ind., were nominated

and elected to receive the honorarium

at this session. Among the visitors of

the day was John W. Murton, 33d de

gree, sovereign grand commander of

the supreme council for the Dominion

of Canada.

Among the prominent brethren

present, other than those included in

the list of oiiicers and active Thirty

Thirds, were the following: John H.

Collamore, Boston; John Sartain,

Philadelphia; George H. Fish, New

York; Charles K. Francis, Philadel

phia; Rev. W. C. Hubbard, Roches

ter, N. Y.; Edmund B. Mailett, Jr.,

Freeport, Me.; William B. Meredith,

Pittsburgh, Pa.; Charles C. Spell

man, Springfield; William J. Burn

ham, Lewiston, Me.; William C. Ma

son, Bangor, Me.; A. B. Marston,

Bangor, Me.; George W. Van Bus

kirk, Brooklyn, N. Y.; Levi B. Mc

Lees, Philadelphia; W. H. Chessman,

Boston; D. M. Kinsman, Columbus,

0.; C. G. Steii'e, Reading, Pa.; E. H.

Richards, E. Bentley Young, Boston;

E. S. Wyekofi‘, Philadelphia; Charles

H. Heston, Montpelier, Vt.; Robert

J. Linden, Philadelphia; Charles C.

Dennie, Newburyport; W. M. Cun

ningham, Newark, 0.; Otis E. Weld,

Boston; C. H. Pomeroy, Saginaw,

Mich.; H. W. Bigelow, Toledo, 0.;

F. C. Hersey, Boston; A. H. Chaiiee,

Worcester; Aaron Baldwin, Wash

ington, D. 0.; E. J. Cutler, CleVe
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land, 0.; John 8. Russell, Portland,

Me.; Henry C. Banks, New York;

Henry B. Smith, Nashua. N. H.; Ru

fus H. Hinkley, Portland, Me.; Her

bert Harris, East Machias, Me.; A. V.

Holmes, Pittsburgh, Pa. ; J. Ambrose

Merrill, Portland, Me.; Henry B.

Quimby, Laconia, N. H.; Edwin D.

Washburne, New York ; Leander Bur

dick, Toledo, 0.; J. A. Lecke, Port

land, Me.; George W. Kendrick, Jr.,

Philadelphia; Henry H. Kuhn, Johns

town, Pa.; Clarence E. Armstrong,

Toledo, 0. ; Barton Smith, Toledo. 0. ;

Charles C. Hutchinson, Lowell; F. H.

Spring, Boston; John F. Shafer, Al

bany, N. Y.; A. B. Kennedy, Erie,

Pa.; H. F. Hill. Concord, N. H.;

James Kirker, Norwich, Ct.; Luther

L. Caui'y, Milwaukee, Wis.; H. H.

Russ, Albany, N. Y.; W. E. Fitch,

Albany, N. Y.; William Story, Al

bany, N. Y.; Edward H. Quantin,

Brooklyn, N. Y.; Edgar M. Sharp,

Bay City, Mich.; A. Moore, Dela

ware, 0.; O. L. Hays, Gallon, 0.;

S. D. Afiieck, New York; W. J. Dun

can, New York; G. B. Buckingham,

Worcester; Edward D. Page, Cleve

land, 0.; Frank 0. Gilbert, Bay City,

Mich.; L. W. Grant, Manchester, N.

H.; Albert L. Richardson, Boston;

Benjamin W. Rowell, Boston; William

Oscar Roome, Washington, I). 0.;

George M. Carpenter, Providence, R.

1.; Sereno D. Nickerson, Boston;

Samuel F. Pearce, Portland, Me.;

George McGown, Palmyra, N. Y.,

and Joseph W. Work, Boston.

On the second day of the session

many subjects of importance were

passed upon. At the second day‘s

session the following ofiicers were

elected for the triennial term : Sover

eign Grand Commander, Henry L.

Palmer, Milwaukee, Wis.; Grand

Licutenalit-Commander, Charles Levi

Woodbury, Boston, Mass.; Grand

Minister of State, Gen. Samuel

C. Lawrence, Boston, Mass.; deputy

for Maine, Marquis F. King, Port

land; New Hampshire, George W.

Currier, Nashua; Vermont, Marsh 0.

Perkins, Burlington; Massachusetts,

Samuel Wells, Boston; Rhode Island,

George M. Carpenter, Providence;

Connecticut, Charles W. Carpenter,

Norwich; New York, John Hodge,

Lockport; New Jersey, Andrew B.

Frazee, Camden; Pennsylvania, An

thony E. Stocker, Philadelphia; Mich

igan, Hugh McCurdy, Corunua; Ohio,

Enoch '1‘. Carson, Cincinnati; Indiana,

Nicholas R. Ruckie, Indianapolis; illi

nois, John C. Smith, Chicago; Wis

consin, Albert H. Carpenter, Milwau

kee; Grand Treasurer-General, New

ton D. Arnold, Providence, R. I.;

Grand Secretary-General, Clinton F.

Paige, New York; Grand Keeper of

the Archives, Lucius R. Paige, Cam

bridge; Grand Master-General of

Ceremonies, Charles T. McClenachan,

New York; Grand Marshal-General,

Robert Emmett Patterson, Philadel

phia ; Grand Standard-Bearer, William

R. Higby, Bridgeport, Ct.; Grand

Captain of the Guard, George Otis

Tyler, Burlington, Vt. All the odi

cers named in the foregoing list have

attained the 33".

At the third day‘s session many

questions of importance to members

of this Rite were considered and

passed upon. Several festival occa

sions arranged by the brethren of

Boston and vicinity gave opportunity

for pleasant fraternal interchanges.

The following were elected to re

ceive the Honorary 33“ next year:

Thomas F. Temple of Boston, Arthur

G. Pollard of Lowell, A. F. Gates of

Worcester, Albion K. Welch of Dan

vers, Samuel F. Hubbard of Boston,

Andrew A. Fltts 0f Haverhill, An

drew B. Eddy of Providence, R. 1.,
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Charles H. Newhall of Providence,

Charles C. Mumford of Providence,

Peter Barkey of Erie, Pa., George

Ward of New York, W. J. Mathews

of New York, Charles F. Damrell of

Brooklyn, N. Y., Charles W. Stimson

of Brooklyn, N. Y., Robert B. Stiles

of Albany, N. Y.,E. C. Hall of Syra

cuse, N. Y., Homer G. Stone of Syra

cuse, N. Y., George A. Nowell of

Medina, N. Y., H. G. Noble of Buf

falo, N. Y., J. C. Moore of Corning,

N. Y., H. H. Kendall of Corning, N.

Y., Ilenry P. McIntosh of Cleveland,

0., Eugene Fifield of Berry City,

Mich., J. Mayworm of Detroit, Mich.,

George M. Fowle of Detroit, Mich.,

Alfred E. Meigs of Detroit, Mich.,

Elisha L. McLallen of Columbia City,

Ind., Julius C. Woods of Muneie,

Ind., Isaac P. Leyden of New Albany,

Ind., Emerson B. Morgan of Evans

ville, Ind., James Burton MeFatrick

of Chicago, Ill., John H. Whipple of

Manchester, Vt., Kittredge Haskins

of Burlington, Vt., Elisha B. Taft of

Williston, Vt., James W. Cottrill, Jr.,

of Cincinnati, 0., M. L. Buckwaller

of Cincinnati, 0., C. R. Butler of

Cleveland, 0., John Blythe of Buey

rus, 0., W. K. Boone of Lima, 0.,

L. P. Shaus of Bloomsburg, Pa.,

Amos H. Hall of Milwaukee, Wis.,

Edgar F. Smith of Milwaukee, John

G. Gilroy of Milwaukee and Newton

C. Daniels of Milwaukee.

The annual session of the Supreme

Council, for 1895, will be held in But

falo, N. Y., next September.

Seventeenth Annual Session of the

Royal Order of Scotland.

Grand Master Josiah H. Drummond

of Maine, presided at the seventeenth

annual session of the Provincial Grand

Lodge of the Royal Order of Scotland,

held in Masonic Temple, Boston, Sep

tember 17, 1894. The attendance of

officers and members was large. The

Boston Journal contains an extended

report of the proceedings, from which

report we gather the following items

of general interest: The following

new members were elected:

Thomas Kellough of Boston; Wil

liam Henry Hunt of St. Albans, Vt.;

James Downs of Natick; David Fisher

Day of Bufialo, N. 1’.; Charles Elliott

Ide of Syracuse, N. Y. ; George Moul

ton Carpenter of Providence, R. I.;

Amos Sheldon Edwards of Syracuse.

N. Y.; William Henry La Points of

Boston; Daniel Norris Nicholson of

Burlington, Vt. ; Charles Henry Pom

eroy of Saginaw. Mich.; Winthrop

Messenger of Boston; James Stone

Blake of Boston; George Edward Hil

ton of Lynn; Ferdinand Marie Trifet

of Boston; Albion Franklin Welch of

Danvers; Eugene Alexander Houlton

of Boston; Charles Coffin Fry of

Lynn; Sales Nichols of Burlington,

Vt. ; Henry Clay Field of Providence,

R. 1.; Ferdinand Adolphus Wyman

of Boston; Levi B. McClees of Phila

delphia, Pa.; Robert Cyrus Titus of

Buffalo, N. Y.; James Lewis Rake of

Readin , Pa.; Millard Fillmore Hicks

of Port and, Me. ; Jesse Eugene Thom

son of Rutland, Vt.: Franklin Denni

son Rogers of Portland, Me.; Henry

Waite Bi elow of Toledo, Ohio.;

Thomas rince Shaw of Portland,

Me.; Henry Woodward of Middle—

town, Ct.; Caleb Reynolds Leonard

of Boston; William Deal Waxter of

Baltimore, Md.; Albert Manchester

Penley of Auburn, Me.; George Ed—

ward Raymond of Portland, Me.;

Robert J. Linden of Philadelphia, Pa.

The full list of officers elected is as

follows:

Provincial Grand Master, Josiah

Hayden Drummond, Portland, Me.;

Deputy Grand Master, Thomas Hub

bard Caswell, San Francisco, Cal.;

Senior Grand Warden, John Hodge,

Lockport, N. Y.; Junior Grand War

den, George Mayhew Moulton, Chi

cago, Ill.; Grand Secretary, William

Oscar Roome, Washington, D. 0.;

Grand Treasurer, ThomasJacob Shry

oek, Baltimore, Md; Grand Sword

- Bearer, Francis Marion Hi hley, Phil

adelphia; Grand Banner carer, Ed
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ward Payson Burnham, Saco, 310.;

Grand Chaplain, Hartley Carmichael,

Richmond, Va.; First Grand Maris

chal, George Edgar Corson, Washing

ton, D. 0.; Second Grand Marischal,

John Hezekiah Ollicutt, Washington,

D. C.; Grand Stewards, Joseph Wil

liams Work. Boston; Benjamin Win

slow Rowell. Boston; Andrew Bun

ton, Manchester, N. H., and George

Otis Tyler, Burlington. Vt.; Grand

Guarder, Joel Burton Parsons, Cleve

land, 0.

On the evening of the date named,

an elegant banquet was served at

Young‘s Hotel, and addresses replete

with wit and eloquence were made by

prominent members of the Order. It

was a delightful occasion. Nearly

two hundred members and ladies par

took of the feast. Among the distin

guished brethren present, special

mention may be made of Hugh

McCurdy, Grand Master of Knights

'l‘emplars in the United States, and

John W. Murton, Provincial Grand

Master of Ontario.

Presentation to the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts — Quarterly Com

munication. -

At the Quarterly meeting of the

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, held

at Masonic Temple, Boston, on Sep

tember 13th, ultimo, announcement

was made by Grand Master Weld that

a burial lot in Mt. Hope Cemetery had

been presented to the Grand Lodge by

Brother John H. Collamore of Boston,

who has already presented similar lots

to Mt. Olivet Commander-y, K. T.,

Lynn; Boston Commandery, K. T.,

and Boston Consistory, Scottish Rite.

This lot is situated on Highland ave

nue, and the donor will complete his

gift by erecting a handsome monu

ment, with appropriate inscriptions

and emblems. It is to be located near

the similar monuments of Boston

Commandery and Boston Consistory.

It will be dedicated by the Grand

Lodge probably some time in October.

This gift was accepted with a vote of

thanks to the generous giver. Several

amendments to the Grand Constitution

of minor importance were considered

and adopted. Special committee re

ports were considered, and other rou

tine business transacted.

Commandery of Knights Templars

Constituted at Orange, Mass.

On Friday evening, Sept. 14,1894,

Orange Commandery, in the town of

Orange, Mass, was duly constituted

under authority of the Grand Com

mandery of Mass. and R. I. The fol

lowing Grand Ofiicers were present:

Rt. Em. Gr. Com., Chas. C. Fry;

Dep. Gr. Cour, Samuel C. Lawrence;

Gr. Generalissimo, Eugene H. Rich

ards; Gr. Capt. Gen., William 1{.

Walker; Gr. Prelate, Thomas E. St.

John; Gr. Sen. Warden, Walter Cut

ting; Gr. 'l‘reas.. Thomas H. Upton;

Gr. Recorder, B. W. Rowell; Gr.

Standard Bearer, Herbert F. Morse;

Gr. Sword Bearer, Winthrop Mes

senger; Gr. Warder, George E. IIil

ton; Gr, Lecturer, Geo. H. Kenyon;

Gr. Guardian, Henry D. Weiler.

The ceremonies of constitution were

conducted in accordance with the

usual forms. The Asylum Banner

and Beauseant was duly consecrated,

and the following officers of the new

Comnmndery were installed: II. A.

Powers, Em. Commander; F. P. Car

ruth, Generalissimo; G. A. Drake,

Captain General; W. M. Wright, Pre

late; W. M. King, Sr. Warden; C. A.

Smith, Jr. Warden; H. S. Duwley,

Treasurer; F. S. Ewing, Recorder;

G. E. Bates, Asst. Prelate; J. D. Por

ter, Sword Bearer; E. (J. Fowler,

Stand. Bearer; G. F. Smith, Warder;

G. W. S. Ide, 3d Guard; E. L. Derby,

2d Guard; L 1'. Pierce, 1st Guard;
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F. N. Johnson, Pianist; Henry C.

Putnam, Armorer and Sentinel.

Following the formal services came

an excellent banquet and social occa

sion. During the day, a tally-ho ride

was enjoyed by the visiting Sir

Knights, who were taken to New

Salem over the route marked by the

cyclone of Sept. 10th, the effects of

which were clearly manifest. A cour

teous hospitality was shown toward

the officers of the Grand Commandery

and other visiting knights by the

members of Orange Commandery,

whose thoughtful attentions were ap‘

preciatcd by the recipients. The new

Commandery enters upon its career

under favorable conditions. Its mem

bers have ability and zeal, and we

have full confidence that they will so

plan and act as to ensure the pros

perity of their own organization and

contribute to the advancement of

Templar interests.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of New York.

The annual meeting of the Grand

Commandery of New York, at Sara

toga, on Tuesday and Wednesday,

Sept. 11 and 12, 1894, was an occasion

of more than ordinary interest to the

Knights Templars convened. Good

weather helped to make the parade

attractive and to bring out a numerous

company of on-lookers. The Saratoga

knights and citizens were lavish with

their decorations—flags, hunting, and

symbols of the Order meeting the eye

at almost every turn. The proceed

ings of Grand Commandery were

marked by an intelligent and prompt

dispatch of business. Grand Com

mander John H. Bennington presided

and presented a concise report of his

official doings during the past year.

He had authorized the establishment

of three new commanderies, from each

of which a favorable report was re

ceived so that the Grand Commandery

voted the desired charter. The in

crease ot Templar membership in the

jurisdiction was reported as unusually

large. There are now 10,420 afiiliated

Knights Templars in New York. The

following named officers were elected :

Grand Commander, James W. Bow

den, New York; Dep. Gr. Commander,

Horace A. Noble. Butfalo; Generalis

simo, John A. Mapes, New York;

Captain General, Arthur MacArthur,

Troy; Prelate, The Rev. C. L. Twing,

Brooklyn; Senior Warden, George

Nicholson, New York; Junior Ward

en, Charles E. Ide, Syracuse; Treas

urer. R. C. Christiance, Ithaca; Re

corder, Robert Macoy, Brooklyn;

Standard Bearer, John S. Manning,

New York; Sword Bearer, Charles H.

Armitage, Albany; Warder, Erastus

C. Delavan, Binghampton; Captain of

Guard, Charles E. Cruger, Niagara

Falls

Reunion and Parade of New Jersey

Knights Templars.

There was a notable gathering of

Commanderies belonging to thejuris

diction of New Jersey, at Asbury

Park, on August 29, 1894. The dis

play was excellent in its several fea

tures. White plumes, gold lace, bril

liant uniforms, costly banners, fine

music, gave attractiveness to the pa

rade. The line was reviewed by the

Grand Oiiicers of the Grand Com

mandery of New Jersey. Of the six

teen Commanderies in the State, the

following were represented: Hugh

DePayens, of Jersey City; Damascus,

of Newark; Meiita, of Paterson; St.

Elmo, of Lambertville; Palestine, of

Trenton; St. John’s, of Elizabeth;
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Trinity, of Plainfield; Ivanhoe, of

Bordentown; Pilgrim, of Hoboken,

and Corsen, of Asbury Park.

Royal Arch Masonry in Pennsyl

vania.

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

Pennsylvania, held :1 Quarterly Con

vocation at Philadelphia, in Masonic

Temple, on Thursday evening. Sept.

6, 1894. Companion Edgar A. Tennis.

Grand High Priest, presided. The

Grand Secretary, Companion Charles

Carv, reported the number of Capitu

lar Masons in Pennsylvania. at the

close of 1893, 15,479, a gain during the

year of 576; the number of Chapters

at the close of 1893, 119, and one eon

stitnted during 1894, making 120 at

the present time, An appropriate eu

logy on the late Past Grand High

Priest, Com. Jeremiah L. Hutchison,

was presented by Past Grand High

Priest Geo. W. Kendrick, Jr. It was

approved by the Grand Chapter,

which adopted the following resolu

tion:

“ Resolved, That the jewels of this

Grand Chapter draped in mourning

for a period of six months, as an ev -

deuce of our appreciation of the ser

vices of our late Companion, and the

esteem in which he was held by his

Companions."

THE WEST.

Generous Action Taken by Grand

Lodge of iowa.

At the recent session of the Grand

Lodge of Iowa 21 claim for the return

of a valuable collection of books and

relies, given by George W. Bailey,

otherwise known as “Tank Kee,” to

the Grand Lodge Library, was con

sidered, and an order passed for the

return of the property to the donor.

A committee of the Grand Lodge re

ported that the gift was made without

any undue inducements on the part of

Grand Secretary Parvin or his son,

and that when Mr. Bailey made the

transfer he was competent to transact

business. Inasmuch, however, as rep

resentations were made showing that

his mind had become afleeted by tak

ing opiates and stimulants, and that

perhaps he acted under a sudden im

pulse in bestowing his gifts, it was

thought advisable to restore to him,

in accordance with his present desire,

the books, manuscripts, curiosities,

etc., which had already passed into

the hands of the Trustees of the Grand

Lodge. The action taken is every

way creditable to the Grand Lodge of

Iowa.

Triennial Convocation of the General

Grand Chapter.

Forty Grand Chapters allegiant to

the General Grand Chapter were rep

resented in the Twenty-ninth Trien

nial Convocation held at'i‘opeka, Kara,

August 22d, 23d and 24th, 1894. Be

sides the transaction ot routine busi

ness consideration was given to sev

eral matters of special interest. Corn

panion E. '1‘. Schultz of Maryland

introduced a resolution bearing upon

the question of physical qualifications,

and providing that ability to comply

with the ritual by means of artificial

limbs was not sufficient. The Com

mittee on Jurisprudence were divided

in their report on this, three favoring

it and three opposing. It was finally

laid over until the next Triennial Con

vocation. It was decided to hold the

next convocation—the centennial—at

Baltimore, in August, 1897. The fol

lowing is a list of the oiiicers elected:

General Grand High Priest, Geo. L.

McCahan of Maryland; Deputy Gen

eral Grand High Priest, Reuben C.

Lemmon of Ohio; General Grand

. 7
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King, J. W. Taylor of Georgia; Gen

eral Grand Scribe, A. G. Pollard,

Massachusetts; General Grand Treas

urer, Daniel Striker of Michigan;

General Grand Secretary, Christopher

G. Fox of New York; General Grand

0. of H., Joseph E. Dyas of lilinois;

General Grand P. 8., Wm. C. Swain

of Wisconsin; General Grand R. A.

0.. Nathan Kingsley of Minnesota;

General Grand M. of 3d V., Bernard

G. Witt of Kentucky; General Grand

M. of 2d V., Geo. E. Cor-son of Dis

trict Columbia; General Grand M. of

1st V., Frederick U. Craig of [owa.

General Grand Council of Royal and

Select Masters.

The General Grand Body of the

Cryptic Rite convened at Topeka,

Kan., on August 21, 1894. The ses

sion was fairly weli attended. The

proceedings were for the most part of

routine character. The following offi

cers were elected for the ensuing

three years: General Grand Master,

John W. Coburn of New York; Gen

eral Grand Deputy Master, Bradford

Nicol of Nashville, 'l‘enn.; General

Grand Principal Conductor, William

A. Love of Atlanta, Ga.; General

Grand Treasurer Charles H. lleaton

of Montpelier, Vt.; General Grand

Recorder, Henry W. Mnrdhurst of

Fort Wayne, Ind.; General Grand

Captain of the Guard, William H.

Mayo of St. Louis, 310.; General

Grand Conductor of Council, S.

Bowen of Boston, Mass; General

Grand Marshal, George D. McBride

of Gallipolis, Ohio; General Grand

Steward, Andrew P. Swanstom of

St. Paul, Minn.

THE SOUTH.

Action by the Grand Commandery

of Alabama.

At the recent session of this Grand

Body, the following preamble and

resolutions were passed:

“Wasnaas, The Grand Command

ery of Alabama remembers with sor

row that the cross, the symbol of our

faith, was displayed on the doors of

saloons at the Triennial Conclave, held

in Denver, in 1892, and at other Con

claves, therefore

Resolved, That the Grand Com

mandery of Alabama earnestly peti

tions Grand Master Hugh McCurdy to

use his influence to prevent the un

seemly use of the cross at the next

Triennial Conclave, to be held in Bos

ton.

Resolved, That these resolutions be

sent to the M. E. Grand Master by

the R. E. Grand Commander of Ala

bama, together with such memorial

letter, goin to emphasize the senti

ments of th s Grand Commandery, as

he may deem expedient.”

It is intimated that the action taken

by the Grand Commandery of Ala

bama will most likely have the formal

endorsement of other Grand (Tom

manderies, and thus a needed reform

be instituted.

Scottish Rite Cathedral at Louis

ville, Ky.

The Masonic Home Journal of

Louisville, Ky., in its issue of Aug.

9th, ultimo, makes the following an

nouncement: “ The Scottish Rite

Masons of Kentucky have purchased

St. Paul’s church at Sixth and Walnut

streets, this city, together with the

parsonage and chapel adjacent, for

the sum of $25,000. The church was

badly damaged by fire some time since

and the congregation that worshiped

there has decided to build elsewhere.

The property is considered a bar ain

at the price. The Scottish Rite a

sons have contemplated for some time

erecting a fine Cathedral in this city,

and have been accumulating afund

for the purpose. A few thousand dol

lars expended in alterations and re

pairs will convert old b‘t. Paul‘s into

just such a building as they desire.

it is expected that work will be begun

at an early day, and that it will be

completed by the beginning of next

year.”
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Grand Lodge of Massachusetts.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE YEAR 1894.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

Otis E. Weld, Boston, Grand Master.

George W. Bishop, Athol, Senior Grand Warden.

Charles S. Robertson, Somerville, Junior Grand Warden.

John Carr, Roxbury, Grand Treasurer.

Sereno D. Nickerson, Cambridge, Recording Grand Secretary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS Z

M. W. Otis E Weld, Boston, President, ez-oflicio.

R. W. Charles A. Welch, Cohasset.

“ Samuel 0. Lawrence. Medford.

“ Henry Endicott, Cambridge.

Charles C'. Hutchinson. Lowell.

Charles C. Dame, Newburyport.

Samuel Wells, Boston.

Edwin B. Holmes, Boston.

Frank T. DWinell, Boston.

AUDITING COMMITTEE 2

W. Edward R. Price, North Attleboro'.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES OF TIME MASONIC EDUCATION

W. Daniel J. Poore, Merrimac.

W. John M. Raymond, Salem.

AND CHARITY TRUST!

M. W. Otis E. Weld. Boston, ez-oflicio.

R. W. Theodore C. Bates, Worcester.

“ George H. Rhodes, Taunton.

Charles Levi Woodbury, Boston.

Charles C. Spellmnn, Springfield.

Charles C. Dame, Newburyport.

Charles A. Welch, Cohasset.

Samuel 0. Lawrence, Medford.

Henry A. Belcher, Randolph.

APPOINTED OFFICERS :

R. W. Edwin B. Holmes, Boston, Deputy Grand Master.

S. Lothrop Thorndike, Cambridge. Corresponding Grand Secretary.

E. Bentley Young, Boston, I). D. G. Master, District No. 1.

Eugene C. Upton, Boston, D. D. G. Master, District No. 2.

Joseph H. Gleason, Woburn, D. D. G. Master, District No. 3.

Henry B. Chandler, South Boston, 0. D. G. Master, District No. 4.

Lewis M. Crane, Brookline, D. D. G. Master, District No. 5

Thomas M. Durrell. Somerville, D. D. G. Master. District No. 6.

Josiah F. Kimball, Lynn, D D. G. Master. District No. 7.

Chauncey S. Richards, Danversport, D. D G. Master, District No. 8.

Isaac A. S. Steele. Gloucester, D. D. G. Master, District No. 9.

Charles H. Littlefleld, Lawrence. D. D. G. Master. District No. 10.

Frank L. Weaver, Lowell, D. D. C. Master, District No. 11.

Sidney P. Smith, Athol, D. D. G. Master, District No. 12.
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R. W. David T. Remin ton, Northampton. D. D. G. Master, District No. 13.

" Fred. E. White, orth Adams. D. D. G Master, District No. 14.

" John P. Merrill. Plttsfleld, D. D. G Master, District No. 15.

“ Edward P. Chapin, Sprin field, D. D. G. Master, District No. 16.

“ Lovell L. Gage. Warren, D. G. Master, District No. 17.

“ Charles A Peabody, Worcester, D. D. G. Master. District No. 18.

“ Lester H. Cudworth, Oxford, D. D. G. Master. District No. 19.

“ John H. Balcom, Ashland, D. D. G. Master, District No. 20.

" George A. Stacy, Marlboro', D. D. G. Master, District No. 21.

“ Albert E. Bradley, Hyde Park, D. D. G. Master, District No. 22.

" Solon B. Wright, Taunton, D. D. G. Master. District No 23.

“ Herbert T. Mltchcll, Broekton, D. D. G. Master, District No. 24.

" Amos A. Lawrence, Cohasset, D. D. G. Master, District No 25.

“ James E. McCreer , Fall River. D. D. G. Master. District No. 26.

“ John Huxtable, areham, D. D, G. Master, District No. 27.

" Oliver H. Linnell, Wellfleet. D. D. G. Master. District No. 28.

“ Peter Ewin , Santiago, D. D Grand Master for Chile.

Q ReWiltthC. canslfn. Slgmghai, D, D. Grand Master for China.

. ev. .0 n no son, oston. . -
“ Rev. Edward A. Horton, Boston, Z’Gmnd Chaplams'

“ gharLesVLVE.£hippg Boston], Grand Marshal.

“ ran . amt. omervi e,
“ Chauncev E. Peck, Wilbraham, iemnd Lecwrers'

“ Charles T. Galla her, South Boston, Senior Grand Deacon.

“ Henry S Rowe, oston, Junior Grand Deacon.

" Albert L. Harwood, Newton, Senior Grand Steward,

J. Alfred Messenger, Tuunton,

“ Charles T. Burr, Hingham, Junior Grand Stewards.

“ Charles W. Dame, Newhuryport,

“ Walter F. Lansil. Boston. Grand Sword Bearer.

“ L. Bgcknell, Ililast Weymouth, Grand Standard Bearer.

" enry avin, evere. , -.. FmL QPDOdge. Beverly' iGrand Iursuivants.

Bro. Howard M. Dow, North Weymouth, Grand Organist.

“ John H. Chester, Boston, Grand Tyler.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS:

R. W. Charles A. Welch, President.

R. W. Andrew 0. Stone, W. Charles T. Gallagher,

R. W. S. Lothrop Thorndike, W. Albert. L. llarWoml.

COMMITTEE ON LIBRARY:

R. W. Sereno I). Nickerson. R. W. Benjamin A. Gould,

R. W. Solon W. Stevens.

COMMITTEE ON CHARITY!

R. W. Charles A. Welch, R. W. Sereno D. Nit'kerson,

Bro. John H. Chester.

COMMITTEE ON BY-LAWB AND CHARTERS;

R. W. Henry Endicott, R. W. Frank T. Dwinell,

R. W. Henry G. Fny.

COMMITTEE ON CURIOSITIES OF THE CRAFT!

W. Warren B. Ellis, W. Henry S. Rowe,

W. Roswell B. Lawrence. W. Thomas F. Temple,

W. Charles Woodbury.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR 1894-95.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Elisha H. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Grand Master.

. Edward P. Lowden, No. 10, Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

William H. Crawiey, No. 3, Warren, Senior Grand Warden.

. Cyrus M. Van Slyck, No. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

. Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

Milton Livsey, No. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Frederick G. Stiles, N0. 37, Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phenix, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Arthur H. Armington, No. 21, Providence, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Charles B. Manchester, N0 4, Providence, Fifth Dist. D. G. Master.

ev. and W. Henry W. Rugg, D.D., N0. 1, Providence, Grand Chaplain.

Albert II. Williams, No. 37. Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howard Walker, No. l0, Pawtuckei, Junior Grand Deacon.

Marcus M. Burdick. Providence, Senior Grand Steward.

Joseph M. Bates. No. 24, Central Falls, Junior Grand Steward.

Philip S. Chase, N0. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Grand Sword Bearer.

James E. Tillinghast, N0. 27, Providence, Grand Pursuivant.

Albert L. Warner, N0. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

H. C. Macdougail, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W Henry C. Armstrong.

FOREIGN coaassronnauca.

W. Henry W. Rugg, W. Henry 0. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. J. M. Addeman, W. W. H. Scott.

cnan'raas AND BY-LAWS.

R. W. George M. Carpenter, R. W. George N. Bliss,

R. W. J. Howard Manchester.

seesawwew=ws assesassess
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GRAND OFFICERSy REPORTS.

M. W. Edward L. Freeman, M. \V. Newton D. Arnold,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. Ackley, M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman White.
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R. W. George H. Burnham

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS.

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Buncc.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITA'I‘ION, ETC.

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, N0. 10, Pawlucket;

Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence;

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centrcdale; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alban’s Lodge, No.6, Bristol; St.

Paul’s Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18, Greenville; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene ; Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wickford; Harmony Lodge, No 4, Pawtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11, East Greenwich; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, N0. 15, Clayville; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13,

Woonsoeket; St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge, No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdale; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Ma

sonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington.

Friendship Lodge, No. '7, Chepnehet; Mount Moriah Lodge, No.8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22, Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence; Nes

tell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

bounder the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Charles B. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, October, 1894.

[This list is intended to include meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

these held in Providence. We trust, by the help of Secretaries and other: interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present. a complete and accurate list for each manila—Emrom]

St. John‘s Lod e. No. 1. Newport. Monday Evening. October 8.

Newport Royfi Arch Chapter. Tucsdny Evening. October 30.

St. Paul’s Lodge, No. 14, Newport. Monday Evening, October 15.

Washington Commandery. Newport. Wednesday Evening, October 17.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren. Tuesday Evening, October 11;.

Temple Royal Arch Chapter. Warren, Wednesday Evening, October 17.

Washington Lodge. No. 5. Wickford. Monday Evening, October 8

SI. Alban's Lodge, No. 6, Bristol, Wednesday Evening. October 10.

Hope Chapter. No. 6, Bristol, Monday Evening, October 1.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7. Che achct. Saturday Evening, October 13.
Mount Moriah Lod e. No 8, IIZime Rock, Friday Evening. October 12.

Harmony Lodge, 0. 9, inluxet. Tuesday Evening. October 9

Union Lodge, No 10, intucket. Wednesday Evening, October 10.

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawlucket. Monday Evening. October 22.

intncket ltoyal Arch Chapter, No 4, Wednesday Evening, October 17.

Pawtucket Council. No. 2. R. & S M.. Monday Evening, Oclobcr 1.

Holy Sepulchrc Commander-y, Pawtnckct, Friday Evening. October 19

King Solomon's Lod re, No. 11, East Greenwich. Tuesday Evening, October 9.

Manchester Lodge. bin. 12. Anthony, Friday Evening, October 12

Morning Star Lodge. No. 13, Woonsocket. Thursday Evening. October 11

Union Royal Arch Chapter, No. 6, Woonsocket. Monday Evening. October 1.

Woonsocket Commandery, Woousocket. 'l‘ucsduy Evening, October 9.

Hamilton Lodge, No. 15. Clayviile. Saturday EVcning, October 13.

Warwick Lodge. No. 16. Plicnix. Thursday Evening. October ll.

Landmark Royal Arch Chapter. No. 10, Phcnix. Friday Eveiiim__r October 19.

Temple Lodge, No. 18, Greenviilc, Saturday Evening. October 20

Franklin Lodge, No 20. Westerly. Tuesday Evening, 00.10ch i).

Narragansett Commandery, Westerly. Monday Evening October 8.

Eureka Lod e. No. 22. Portsmouth, Tuesday Evening. October 9

Aquidncck {oyal Arch Chapter, Portsmouth, Monday Evening, October 1.

Charity Lodge, No 23, Hope Valley, Thursday Evening, October“ 11.

Franklin Royal Arch Chapter, Hope. Valley, Wednesday Evening. October 17.

Seituaie Royal Arch Chapter. Saturday Evening October 27

.lcnks Lodge, No, 24, Central Falls. Monday Evening. October 15.

Hope Lodge. No. ‘35. Wakefield. Wednesday Evening, October 11).

Granite Lodge. No. 26. Hurrisville, Saturday Evening, October 20.

ionic Lodge. No. 28 Greene. Friday Evening, October 12

Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence. Friday Evening. October 26.

Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, New Shoreham, Saturday Evening, October 13.

Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Cenlredale. Saturday Evening. October 13.

Unity Lodge. No. 34. Lonsdnle, Tuesday Evening. October 9.

Doric Lodge. No. 38. Auburn. Wednesday Evening, October 14.

Ueblois Council. No. 5, Newport. Tuesday Evening. -— —.

Webb Council, No 3, Warren, Tuesday Evening. October 16

Bristol Lodge. North Attleboro’_ Mass . Tuesday Evening. October 9

Bristol Commandery, North Atlleboro'. Mass , Friday Evening, October 19.

Sutton Commandery, New Bedford. Mass, Thursday Evening, October in.

Godfrey de Bouillon Commaudcry, Fall River. Mass, Monday Evening,

October 22.

Van Rensclaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. Tuesday Evening, October 9.
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Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR OCTOBER,1894.

St. John‘s Lodge. No. 1. Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday, October 17_

Mount Vernon Lodge. No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, “ 4.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fridny. “ 5.

Corinthian Lodge. No. 27 . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday, “ i).

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . .Monduy, “ 8.

Orpheus Lodge. No 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday, " 10.

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, " 1i.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Thursday, " 18.

Providence Council, Crvplic Rite . . . . . . . . . . l . . . . . . . ,Friday, “ 12.

St John‘s Commandery. No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . “Monday, “ 1.

Calvary Commnnrlcry, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . 4 . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday. " 2.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..chnesday_ " 24.

Adelphoi Lodge. No. 23. meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . l _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday, “ 2.

itilmde wEllsland and lgicinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear

Secretaries and other oilicera of Masonic bodies, and interested brethrenI are invited and urged to

furnish rnnterinl for this department. Reports, notices, etc._ received by the Editor not later than

the 20th of any month will find place in the issue of the month next following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.|

Masonrc Mommas in September have shown a somewhat less attendance

than usual. Many brethren remain away from their homes in city or town

during this first month of the autumn, and hence are not present in lodge,

chapter, or commandery, until somewhat later in the season. But the Masonic

wheels have been started again under conditions favorable to progress. Num

erous candidates are knocking at the doors of Freemasonry, and the ensuing

months will see much good work done in the furtherance of Masonic interests.

A VERY enjoyable re-union of the oflicers of the Grand Commandery of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and of other prominent Knights Templars,

took place at Anawamscutt, R. I., on Thursday, September 6, 1894. Sir

Knight Wm. R. Walker, Grand Senior Warden, provided for the enjoyable

meeting at his sumlner residence, and dispensed a graceful and abundant hos

pitality as in former years.

Tm; COMMANDERIES in and about Providence have abundant work in pros

pect. The Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of the United States

is to be held in Beston next year, and that approaching meeting of the

Knights Templars of the country leads many brethren and companions to the

conclusion that they had better not delay in applying for the Orders. There

will be activity all along the line during the coming year.

CAVALRY COMMANDERY is making a praiseworthy attempt to obtain like

nesses of all its members, proposing to arrange these portraits for reference

and preservation. The committee having this work in hand make request of

each member of the Commandery to forward without delay a cabinet size pho

tograph of himself, with autograph on the back of the picture, date when it

was taken, and the age of the Sir Knight at that time. The photographs may

be sent to Sir A. L. Anthony, chairman of the committee.
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Don’t bring them into the Lodge-room,

Anger and spite and pride,

Drop at the gate of the Temple

The strife of the world outside;

Forget all your cares and trials,

Forget every selfish sorrow,

And remember the cause you met for,

And haste ye, the glad to-morrow.

Drop at the gate of the Temple,

Envy and spite and gloom;

Don’t bring personal quarrels

And discord into the room.

Forget the slights of another,

Forget the wrongs of a brother,

And remember the new commandment,

That ye love one another.

Bring your heart into the Lodge-room,

But leave yourself outside—

That is, your personal feelings,

Ambition, vanity, pride.

Center each thought and power

On the cause tor which you assemble;

Fetter the demon Discord

And make ye the monster tremble.

Ay, to fetter and chain him, .

And cast him under your feet,

That is the end we aim at,

The object for which we meet.

Then don’t bring into the Lodge-room

Envy 0r strife or pride,

0r aught that will mar our union,

But leave them all outside. ~Selected.
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my First Tutu listients.

‘2 H ! aint you a doctor?”

I was in a brown study at that moment—I had been to tell

.4.) the truth, in a very brown study for a very indefinite number

of moments—when a childish voice, uttering the above words, reached

my car, and I felt the pressure of a small hand in mine. I was startled,

and therefore stopped abruptly, and stared, when I should have

looked calmly at the diminutive figure of the little blue-eyed girl who

had thus interrupted me while musing ahstractcdly over my last inter

view with my first patient. I saw that my intent look and surprised

manner had frightened the child. and I bent down toward her, and in

as gentle tones as I could assume I said:

" Yes, little miss. I am a doctor. What can I do for you?”

“ Oh! it’s mamma wants you. ,Come right in, please.”

" But has not your mamma a doctor of her own, my dear?”

“ No, no. \Ve just moved here. Maria’s gone to hunt for one, and

has been gone so long. I’m so ’fraid my mamma will die. Do

comet”

She was a beautiful child of four years, perhaps, and there was an

exquisite melody in her voice, and this was supplemented by the tears

that now coursed down her cheeks, and I did not hesitate to follow her.

She, in her innocence, could not know that professional etiquette had

kept me from answering her call at once.

I had passed the cottage time and again and had taken notice that

“ For Rent ” had been displayed on a broad card near the entrance for

a week past, and I soon saw that it was occupied. It was in a respect—

able quarter, but not fashionable—the dwellings tasteful—but not ele

gant. The cottage, two-storied, stood some seven or eight feet back

from the sidewalk, a grass plot, neatly trimmed, presented an attrac

tive appearance. and through the partly opened curtains my eye caught

sight of pots of flowers and trailing plants. The child led me by what

was evidently the parlor, to a sitting-room just beyond. The door was

open, and the,child ushered me in with a glad cry:

“Oh! mamma, here’s a doctor.”

The mother was lying on a lounge, dressed in a loose wrapper, which

served to reveal rather than conceal her perfect symmetry. Her eyes

met mine as I entered, and, unprofessional as it was, I could not help

contrasting their hazel brightness with the pallor of her cheeks, partly

hidden as they were by meshes of dark auburn hair, which, all unbound,
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lay in rich luxuriance against the white ground of her pillow, or tum

bled over the side of the lounge, nearly reaching the carpeted floor.

“ Madam," said I, “ your little daughter met me on the street, and

asked me if I was a doctor. I am, and I took the liberty of coming in.”

Before there was time for reply there was the sound of hurried foot

steps along the hall, and a girl of some seventeen years entered, soon

followed by a gentleman whom I at once recognized as an old practi

tioner, who had seen forty-five years of professional service, and was

rich and deservedly distinguished. This was our first meeting. He

looked at me from his kindly benevolent eyes, and I answered his look

of inquiry by stating how I came to be present, and that I had just en

tered on practice, and was rejoiced at his arrival. I begged of him to

ascertain what was the matter with the lady.

The girl explained that her mistress had accidentally dropped a

heavy sad-iron, point down, on her foot, had managed to reach the

lounge. and that she had started to find a doctor, asking people on the

way to direct her to one. I then, for the first time, noticed a shoe

lying by the side of the lounge. Doctor Barclay—such was his name—

at once requested the girl to remove the lady’s stocking, and giving me

his idea of the treatment necessary, remarked that he left that evening

to attend the State Medical Association, and placed the case in my

hands. There was a drug store just one square away, and it took me

but a few minutes to go and return. I left my second patient a half

hour later resting quite comfortably, I promising to call the next morn

ing.

I had walked out for exercise simply, with the result above stated.

I looked at my watch. It was quarter to six. I retraced my steps,

contrasting in my mind the difference between my first patient and my

second. It was just one week since I had placed my sign before the

public eye: “ Bertram Bell, M. D., Physician and Surgeon.” On the

third day Oliver Blessing became my first patient, on the seventh,

Miriam Vale became my second. As was the last so was the first—

they were both the result of what may be termed accidental causes.

When I had reached New York City, for the first time, just ten days

before my meeting with little Viola Vale and her mother, it was with no

idea of “ sticking up my shingle ” in the cosmopolitan city, and enter

ing into competition with the thousands of my profession there. It

was my first patient who had induced me to do so.

“Mark my words, my young friend,” said he, “ if I may call you

friend on so short acquaintance if you go to some country village to

begin your professional career, you will probably end it there. You
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have enough to live on for a year or two with economy, and among

these millions some will fall in your way, and if you have capacity and

couple it with industry, and an earnest desire to rise in your profession,

a great city furnishes opportunities that never present themselves to

the country physician. I have faith in you, but what will help you a

thousand-fold more is—faith in yourself I”

I had graduated in college at twenty-one, and then my father failed

in business through ill-health and being compelled to leave his affairs in

the hands of an incompetent man, who was easily managed by a shrewd

and dishonest partner. My father returned from Hot Springs, Arkan

sas, to find himself ruined, his partner having fled to Europe with what

ever available assets he could lay his hands on. He was fortunately

but little in debt, and a sudden boom in a southern mining region that

occurred soon after he came home, and in which he had purchased pri

vately a part interest, realized enough thousands to enable him to pay

his creditors dollar for dollar. He was never rich. and his hope had

always been to leave me an hundred thousand. I feel thankful that he

had instilled a portion of his own integrity into my moral nature, and

I rejoiced with him when his last debt was wiped out. He never knew

a day free from pain after his return. For two years both inclination

and duty kept me by his side. I had lost my mother when I was a boy

of ten, and I was all he had left to love and care for, and I returned

that love in such measure as to satisfy his heart’s craving. .I had no

trouble in securing the best medical attendance, and devoted watchers

at my father’s bedside. For a full year and a half he required constant

care, day and night, and I learned to love and honor Masonry, in those

his hours of stifle-ring. He had sat in the East, and his brethren loved

and honored one who had never been appealed to in vain, and to whom

ofliee had ever come unsought. Ruined financially as he was, it could

not have been his wealth that brought together the largest Masonic

funeral that had ever attended a deceased brother to his grave in the

little city twenty miles out of New York, where we made our home.

One day, some six months before his death, I expressed to him the

wtsh to become a Mason when he became well enough to be present.

“ Since you have expressed a desire to connect yourself with the

Order,” said he, “ do not wait with hopes of my being present, except

in spirit. I shall not recover. We must soon be parted. Send in

your application now! I would see you in the Order before I am

called away,” and hoping for his recovery against hope, I did as he

wished, and took my third degree a month before he died. It was on a

beautiful day in June, my twenty-third birthday, that he passed peace



mammsmvs REPOSITORY 61

fully away. It was by voluntary contributions from hisIown Lodge

and mine. that an elegant marble shaft was erected at his grave.

I had not been idle during those two years. While my father slum

bered I devoted my time to reading medical works lent me by the lead

ing physician who attended my father, and who was also a member of

the Order. He examined and advised me from time to time, and was

pleased to compliment me warmly on my progress in my studies. Thus

at twenty-three I had a fair start in book-knowledge of my chosen pro

fession, and after all moneyed obligations were met, I found myself

heir to three thousand dollars, the homestead where I was born; and

heir too, to an honored name that I then vowed should never be tainted

'by any act of mine. I pursued my studies, took my two courses of

medical lectures during the next two years, and in the spring of the

year before my twenty-fifth birthday, I was prepared to seek a location

for practice. My friend, and first instructor, my father’s physician,

urged me to settle down at my own home, and even hinted at a partial

partnership; but when I stated that for some reason, not clearly de

fined in my own mind, I had an unconqurable repugnancc against prac

ticing my profession among a people who had known me all their lives,

the doctor smiled, and said :

“ Do you know, I tried it? Why, my old school fellows called me

‘ Doc! ’ ‘ Young Pill Bags,’ and cracked jokes innumerable at my ex

pense, while my young lady acquaintances would flock together at my

office, and humorously ask me to prescribe for imaginary complaints,

and the most graceful and active one of the whole number, who had

never had an hour’s sickness declared she was in a rapid decline, at

sixteen, remember, and should die if I did not do something for her. I

left my home, found practice here, and three years after went back on

my usual yearly visit, and my girl of sixteen, rosy with health—well,

you know her—did not decline even my offer, and makes me a most ex

cellent wife. No. my dear brother Bertram, while I would enjoy your

company, I would not persuade you to settle down here in practice.”

It was on the day following this that I came to the city to call on my

present landlady, Mrs. Holmes, who had been with my mother when

she died, and who had been my father’s faithful housekeeper since, un

til my father’s death. She had moved to the city, and was keeping an

excellent boarding-house, enjoying a large patronage. I had not seen

her for a year, and she gave me a most motherly welcome.

“ Oh, Bertram,” said she, after our first greeting, “ you will meet at

dinner the gentleman who owns this house, a Mr. Oliver Blessing, and

he is a blessing, indeed," she added with a hearty laugh. “ Why, he
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reduced my rent after the first three months. without my asking him to

do so, and is just the kindest-hearted man in the world. He has two

hobbies; one is Masonry, and the other his lack of faith in doctors.

He has a fine Masonic library, takes at least a score of Masonic papers

and magazines, and reads them all. But be has a heart trouble, and

the doctors give him but little relief. and he is bitter against what he

calls their quackery and ignorance.” I will simply remark here that

Dr. Penfield, my father’s physician above referred to, had devoted

especial attention to this class of diSeases, had written a number of ar

ticles for the medical press thereon, and was quoted widely. He and

I had conversed for hours at a time on the subject, and I had been led

to pay it special attention. I had the doctor’s theory well in mind; I

lacked his practice.

I met Oliver Blessing, and Mrs. Holmes—or Auntie Holmes, as I al

ways called her—iiitroduced me to him, emphasizing the word doctor.

“ Ah l a doctor! \Vell, you are young, and may learn something of

this very complex system of ours in a half century or so, but the most

learned among you cannot mention a half dozen absolute specifics in

the broad range of materia medica. It would be a saving of human lives

if the doctors would dispense with the dispensatory and let nature kill

or cure.”

There was nothing malicious or cross-gaained either in his tone or

manner as he said this, and his genial smile as he uttered it was fol

lowed by a hearty laugh, and as hearty a shake of my hand, and a

“ glad to know you, sir.” When he learned that Aunty Holmes and I

were friends of years standing he invited me to his room, We soon

became acquainted, as Masons, and then he was prepared to listen to

my presentation of Dr. Penfield’s views regarding heart action. He

consented to have me prescribe for him, and in two days he was ready

to admit that he was greatly relieved. I then proposed that he allow

me to send for the doctor himself for a single visit. Any one of the

half dozen trains a day could bring him to the city in an hour, and I

should like to have his ripe experience as an indorsement of my treat

ment. He at last consented, the doctor came, confirmed my own opin

ion, and a course of medicine was agreed upon. It would require at least

six weeks to bring about decisive results, and when Oliver Blessing

suggested that it would be the part of wisdom for me to start practice

in the city, instead of hiding my feeble light undera rural bushel, I

took his advice, and thus it was that I secured my first patient. It

was amusing thereafter to listen to him when berating the profession,

always winding up with :
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“But, understand me, ladies and gentlemen, these remarks in no

sense apply to my distinguished young friend, Dr. Bell.”

Only lingering here to state that one of the lady boarders at Auntie

Holmes’s had a wealthy uncle who had a similar trouble, and that she

induced him to visit me, and take treatment, with excellent results.

which ended in my being introduced to a paying class of patients, I

will pass on to other events involved in unfolding my story.

My office was nearly three squares away from my boarding-house,

and my daily walks led me by the cottage home of Miriam Vale, and

the little Viola. It required a full week to reduce the inflammation in

that shapely foot and bring it down to its normal size—No. two and a

half. Viola and I had become fast friends, and when the weather was

pleasant she would run out to meet me as I passed, and once in a while

I met the mother at the door, or saw her at the open parlor window,

and she always had a pleasant word for me, and once in a while we en

gaged in a few minutes’ conversation.

Six months passed pleasantly; my first patient was enjoying immu

nity from his trouble; my second had met with no more accidents; my

practice was becoming remunerative. I ran out to my old home at

least once a mouth to meet the brethren, being accompanied on two

occasions by my friend Blessing, and with him I visited from time to

time the city Lodges, with one of which he was affiliated. Intimate as

we were, I knew nothing of his history. Several of the boarders, had

tried to draw him out, but. it was a lamentable failure, and as he never

alluded to his past life before he came to the city, five years previously,

I never exhibited the curiosity that I naturally felt. I liked him very

much, and was proud of his friendship, and was satisfied that be en

joyed mine. But I knew that he was far from happy, laughing hearti

ly as he did on occasions. .

There came an epidemic of scarlet fever to our part of the city, and

I was very busy. I had been detained from my supper until a half

hour after the usual time, and as I approached Mrs. Vale’s cottage, I

saw her at the front door looking toward me. She came to the gate,

evidently to hail me, and when I drew near invited me in. Viola was

quite feverish, she informed me, and she feared it was the scarlet fever.

The child had the premonitory symtoms certainly, and I did not hesitate

to tell her mother so. I carried a small case of medicine with me and

administered to the child. I remarked that I would call again after I

had my tea, when Mrs. Vale said:

“ Doctor, our tea is just ready, and Maria will watch Viola while we

eat. Do not think me selfish, but I want you to be with my child all

you can.”
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I never accepted an invitation more gladly. A few simple dishes,

prepared with rare culinary skill, tea of exqusite flavor in daintin orna

mented cups, and these presided over by a young widow who looked

twenty, but, as I learned afterwards, was twenty-four, and she whose

every movement was instinctive grace, and whose every separate fea

ture was a charm—all these went to make up a feast sufficiently sub

stantial for bodily needs, and eminently satisfying to both heart and

mind. I honestly believe I fell in love, then and there, not with the

widow. but with the idea or vision of a home of my own.

“ With one fair spirit for my minister,” and I felt that if that spirit

assumed the form and size and loveliness of the dainty, living picture

sitting before me, my soul would rest content!

If I secured five hours’ sleep out of the twenty-four during the next

five weeks, I regarded myself as fortunate. The little Viola, so young,

so fair, so patient,'too, how my heart went out to her, and to her

mother none the less. Long she hovered near the outer court of death,

and after the first week I got the widow’s consent to bring some lady

friends to watch while she slept.

“ They are wives of Masonic friends of mine, and will gladly come,”

said I.

“ And be gladly received, doctor. My father and my husband were

Masons. I was not aware that you were one.”

“ Oh, yes,” said I, and I was glad at heart that I could feel a little

nearer to her and her child, and perhaps be thought nearer by her!

It was a long and weary struggle, brightened only by a faint hope,

but at last tender watching and loving care and a strong constitution

prevailed, and in a few weeks more rosy cheeks and dimpled chin and

sparkling eyes showed no trace of the fierce fever that had rioted

through Viola’s veins.

The epidemic abated and I found some rest, but I had been quite

successful, and I found favor among many who spoke kindly of my

services, and I began to enjoy a lucrative ofifice practice. My friend,

Oliver Blessing, knowing how much interest I took in Viola’s recovery,

was always sure to ask me regarding her, and I honestly believe he

knew I Was in love with the widow before I did! I found it out by a

very simple occurrence. Passing by the cottage one evening a few

weeks after Viola’s recovery, I saw Homer Duncan, Junior Warden in

a city Lodge, standing at the front door talking to the widow. He

bowed to me, calling me doctor. He was a very handsome man, well

off, and had been a widower for eighteen months. It came upon me

like a sudden flash of lightning. What brought him there? I knew
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my heart from that moment. I literally trembled all over. I am not

ashamed to confess it now. Fortunately for my peace of mind, the

next morning’s paper announced the coming “ nuptials of Homer Dun

can, Esq., the well known insurance agent, with the lovely daughter of

Horatio Gibbs, president of the Insurance Company.”

But I was determined to win, if possible, the heart that bad enthralled

mine. A famous prima donna was entrancing the lovers of music. I

boldly called and invited the widow to accompany me to the opera.

“ And Viola?” she said. with charming naivette.

“ Shall accompany us, of course,” said I.

I passed a quarter of an hour delightfully and went away happy.

The evening came, and to me it was one of unqualified enjoyment.

And how happy she and Viola seemed. On our return to her home it

was too late, of course. for me to think of going in, but I called the

second evening after. In the course of our conversation I remarked to

the widow:

“ You seemed to enjoy the opera the other evening. Pardon me, but

I am surprised that one so well fitted for society as yourself sees so

little of it.”

" It may appear selfish in me to say so, was the reply, “ but I live

only in and for my little Viola. She is the one earthly possession that

outweighs all others. We are alone in the world! Were I to die,

what would become of her? That thought haunts me by day and night,

and if I pray God devotedly that I may live, it is a hundred fold more

for her sake than my own. You are a Mason. and I can say this much

to you. The conviction grows stronger within me every day that I

should make my will. and find some one who would administer my es

tate, and at the same time accept the guardianship of my darling in the

event of my death. I will be frank with you. I have this cottage and

an income of twelve hundred a year, more than sufficient for our

wants.”

“ Mrs. Vale," said I, “one expression you used touches me very

closely. I. too. am alone in the world. and. like you, I am young; yet

the young die. and I may be called away long before you are. You are

wise in thinking to make provision for the care of Viola. I have a

friend, a leading Mason, connected with some of the best families in

the State. who, I believe. would accept the trust. and perform the duties

of guardian for Viola, in the event of your being called away. It is

Dr. Penfield, of whom you have heard me speak. I need hardly add,

that while your child lives, and I live, she will never lack one devoted

friend; and as for yourself, Mrs. Vale, you can command my services

a

I,
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at will. I shall be proud and happy to be thought worthy of your

friendship—your confidence ! ”

Now, I avow it as a fact, I did not mean to lay so much stress on that

last word, and before she had time to reply, I corrected myself:

“Pardon me, I do not mean such confidence as you would bestow

on one who might become the guardian of your child. but such as might

arise between you and one who from being your physician has become

your sincere friend."

“ And as you, Dr. Bell, as such a friend. have kindly spoken to me

of one suited to become my child’s guardian, you have equal right to

my confidence. My past can be briefly told. I lost my parents in my

infancy, in Colorado. They were drowned by the upsetting of a river

boat, with several others. I was at once taken in charge by a childlesa

uncle and aunt, my uncle being my mother’s brother. He reared and

educated me, and while he was scrupulously honest, he was a man of

iron purpose, and to thwart his will was to raise a storm of passion that

vented itself in fiery denunciations where one of our sex was concerned,

but in fierce blows and the use of firearms where men were opposed to

him. He had shot two, one dangerously, before I was in my teens.

He was all kindness to me, but none knew better than I that his will

was my law ! Childless himself, he had adopted a boy, four years my

senior, a handsome lad, full of spirit, and my good friend. We called

each other brother and sister, but as I grew in years I learned by un

mistakable signs that my uncle intended us for each other. At six

teen, I learned my brother Rudolph Clayton’s secret. He passionately

loved Minnie Mayberry, the daughter of an American father and a

Spanish mother. Mrs. Mayberry, even when the mother of a lovely

girl of eighteen, was one of the most beautiful women I ever met.

Rudolph made known his love to my uncle. His announcement was

met with a storm of curses, that had just the opposite efl‘ect from that

intended. He determined to marry Minnie, although my uncle had

threatened to disinherit him. Minnie’s parents encouraged his suit;

they were married, and she was presented with a handsome home and

an ample dower. The secret of their willingness to have their daugh

ter marry a penniless man was twofold. They loved their daughter and

admired Rudolph, but that weighed but little compared with their tri

umph over my uncle. It was one secret of his life, that Rudolph nor I

had ever had the slightest hint of. In his early manhood he had pas

sionately loved the present Mrs. Mayberry. He vowed to win her

despite herself, and she heard of it, and in spirit of pique she encour

aged him only to refuse him at the critical moment by presenting him
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with an invitation to her wedding with Mr. Mayberry, his hated rival.

He never forgave them, and they never forgave him for the bitter

curses he heaped upon them. When Rudolph learned the secret, it

made him love his wife none the less, and be readily forgave the

parents who had given him their loved daughter and an ample dower.

My uncle disowned him at once. By a strange fatality, Rudolph, his

wife, and their only child all died within five years after. When I was

sixteen I first met Ernest Vale. He was twenty-two, an orphan, and

had a small inheritance in his own right. He had a slight lung trouble,

and had sought Colorado for relief, and believed he had found a per

manent cure. It is the old, old story. We met, we loved. When I

was eighteen I left school, and then my uncle, as coolly as if he were

speaking to me of a new bonnet or dress, informed me that Mr. Barlow,

a rich bachelor of thirty-eight, had paid me the honor of aspiring to

my hand, and that I was to meet him that evening with that under

standing. I did not say a word, but thought of Rudolph and Minnie,

and awaited Mr. Barlow’s arrival. He came bowing and smiling into

the parlor. I did not wait for him to be seated. I approached to

within about four feet of him, and said:

“ ‘ Mr. Barlow, my uncle has informed me that you have come here

as a suitor for my hand. I refuse to regard you as such. I trust I am

duly grateful to my uncle for his kindness to me since my childhood,

but this does not give him the right to barter away my hand, to say

nothing of my heart, as he would a carriage horse or a favorite spaniel.

I will send him in to entertain you.’ >

“ I left the room abruptly, and stepping across the hall informed my

uncle that Mr. Barlow would see him, and I passed out and paced the

garden walk, dreading yet expecting my uncle’s call. It came in a few

minutes. and while I was prepared for bitter rcmonstrances. I was ter

rified by the fierce storm of passion I had awakened. My pleadings,

my tears were of no avail, and with a fearful oath be bid me leave him

forever, or prepare to obey him. He gave me a week to decide, and

started for one of his ranches an hundred miles away. I was married

when he returned. An hour after I received through his lawyer my

securities, and an accounting for everything to the last penny, with the

assurance that as he had disowned Rudolph he disowned me. I wrote

him a long letter, begging him to read it in his calm moments. It was

returned to me unopened. He died three years ago. His wife, always

kindly disposed toward me, still lives, or was living several months

since. My husband and I passed a year or more of nearly perfect

wedded happiness, and our little Viola came to bind us, if possible, in
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still closer ties. But exposure to a sudden storm brought on a severe

cold that prostrated my husband. It settled on his already weak lungs.

You already surmise the rest. Six months after I and my baby were

alone in the world. The Masons, though not of his own Lodge, had

proved faithful watchers at his bedside, they attended his funeral, and

as it was his dying wish that he might be buried by his father and

mother in New Jersey they found one of their number who was coming

East on business to relieve me of all care by the way, and he never gave

up his trust until he saw my husband’s dying wish realized. From my

husband I had inherited all he had, including a home in New Jersey,

and this cottage. I resided there up to the day before you met Viola,

asking if you were a doctor, and left there before I was subjected to

constant calls from gossiping neighbors with whom I cared not to asso

ciate, and I knew that in a great city people often live for years with

out knowing the name of the family living next door.”

The reader can but faintly realize the intense interest with which I

listened to this narrative. In a week’s time I had secured the consent

of Dr. Penfield to accept the trust I had suggested, intimating to him.

however, that I indulged in hopes of securing a closer guardianship.

“ Ah, yes," said he; “ your guardianship would embrace the widow

and child also." He came to the city to call upon her by my request,

and when we came away, an hour after, he exclaimed :

“ Doctor, she is one in ten thousand! My wife shall call on her the

filst time she comes to the city, and you must bring her up to spend

some time with us. As a rule, a young man is foolish for marrying a

widow, especially if there is a child in the way, but that little Viola is

an angel—I mean a jewel, and you will be fortunate in winning both."

As I afterwards learned, the doctor was extravagant in his praises

after he reached home. Fortunately his wife was not jealously inclined,

but her curiosity was aroused, and she and two other lady friends

called at my office one day, and requested me to call with them on the

widow. They, too, were charmed by her gracious manner, and were

delighted with Viola, and it ended with a promise that we would come

up the river on the following Saturday, to remain over Sunday. My

professional business was imperative; I returned Monday, but mother

and daughter spent two delightful weeks there, most welcome guests.

I found leisure to pay several flying visits during that interval, and was

vain enough to imagine that the widow's bright eyes grew still brighter

at my coming, while little Viola clung to me with a loving trust that

plainly showed her preference.

It fell to me to accompany the widow and Viola t0 the city on their
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return, and I purchased a Morning Herald, and we both glanced it

over, and her eye caught a notice of an attempt being successfully made

by certain parties to establish their claims to various California land

grants—originally Mexican. She remarked that her father had inher

ited some of this class of claims, but they had always been regarded as

worthless, or would not pay the cost of litigation.

The matter rested but lightly on my mind, but it was impressed a

little more deeply that day. The reader must not suppose that, because

the widow was uppermost in my thoughts. I had neglected my first

patient. Oliver Blessing was one of my most devoted friends. I had

found out, after he and I had grown into each other’s confidence, that

his father had died when he was ten years old, and his mother three

years after, leaving him and a brother, ten years older than himself.

He had been taken in charge by a friend of the family, then a mate

but afterwards a captain of a vessel in the East India trade. Oliver

became a sailor, the captain married an English wife in the East, set

tled down there, and died, leaving Oliver a handsome sum to settle up

the estate. The widow survived her husband but three years; she left

most of her share to him, and he concluded to return to his native land

and find, if possible, some one related to him. He visited the old

homestead and found that even his name was unknown there until he

chanced to meet an octogenarian who had gone to California with the

490m. Oliver's brother had gone there, married there, had moved

thence to Colorado, and died there. If any children had survived him

he did not know, but his wife’s sister had a brother, who he presumed

was still living, who might answer his question. Oliver Blessing secured

this address three years and a half before I met him. A letter came

from Colorado in reply to his that his brother was long since dead, had

no children living, and begging to be bothered no more by idle ques

tions.

With this explanation the reader will be prepared for what follows.

On that evening Oliver Blessing said to me in a humorous way:

“ I see some land claims have been pushed through Congress. Al

though but a boy at the time, I know that my father inherited some

share in this kind of property.” I remarked that my second patient,

Mrs. Vale, had made the same remark regarding her father.

“ And who was he? ” asked Olver Blessing carelessly.

“ Her father’s name was Marvin Lee, her first name—" I got no

further.

“ Begin at the beginning, doctor. Tell me all, all you know, and at

once! Marvin Lee—my own brother’s name."
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Utterly astonished by his words and manner. I gave him the same

history of her life that the widow had given me. _

“ It must be my niece," said he, “ and yet this Colorado letter de

clares my brother left no child."

Then a great light broke in on us, and we saw at once that the letter

had been written just five months after Miriam Lee had become Miriam

Vale. In her history she had not mentioned her uncle’s name, but the

post-ofi‘ice address was his, and it was just like him in his wrath to deny

she had ever existed.

“ G0 at once, my dear doctor, take the letter and come back and tell

me I have a living niece. and you and she shall share my fortunes.”

I needed no urging. I placed the letter in her hands, and asked her

if it was her mother’s brother's writing.

“ Why, yes, doctor; but what does all that mean?"

“ You never told me your father had a brother." said I.

“ You know I was but two years old when my father died. It was

not until years after I heard of his having a brother who had been

drowned at sea.”

“ He was not drowned, Mrs. Holmes. He is no less a person than

my friend, Oliver Blessing. my first patient," I explained briefiy. “I

will go at once and bring him to you. He knows my deep love for you,

Miriam. and will help me plead my cause. If Ihave spoken too ab

ruptly, you may scold me when he and I come." I took her unresist

ing hand in mine, pressed my lips lightly to her cheek, perhaps for fear

of waking up the slumbering Viola, and went away only to return a

few minutes after with Oliver Lee, for the captain had bestowed on the

boy his own name.

And before we sat down that evening to one of those delightful teas

I before described, Oliver Lee understood that in finding a niece he was

also to find a nephew, and when I urged an early day for our nuptials,

he heartily seconded me, and little Viola counted the days that must

elapse before Uncle Lee would come and live with us, for I need not

say that we four dwell together, Viola and I and my first two patients.—

Bro. S. 0. Crane in the Masonic Advocate.

Men who despair of mankind and of the future are happily seldom

successful in persuading others to accept their advice or their sys

tems. There is a healthy instinct in man which leads him to believe

that the future will be better than the past, and that the labors of the

present generation will not be without their effect in improving the

condition of the next—Exchange.
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The White rgiprnn.

The Register? You’re right

There is my name in letters large and bold;

Thanks, Brother Tyler. Now will I unfold

My apron white.

I want no Fleece of Gold,

The symbol of fabled, fruitless quest.

To wear such now were but an idle jest,

Worn out and old.

Give me no Eagle Roman,

Type of dominion, badge of servitude;

No Emperor rules here; however good,

He is but human.

No Garter, and no Star—

Of old world rank and wealth the symbols these;

A pompous show the multitude to please.

Leave such afar.

No Prince or Potentate

Shall ever place his Order on my breast

I would not choose to kneel at his behest

Or on him wait

I serve no sceptered king.

I know not how to crouch at others' feet;

It is not thus, I trow, that Masons meet.

My apron bring!

This Lambskin, soft and white,

Means brotherhood with neither guile nor strife;

Means single-hearted purity of life—

\ Our actions right.

Step this way to the light,

That all may see how clean it is and'fair;

So; that is well. Now tie it on the square-—

My apron white.

So let me ever wear—

Finding my pleasure in a spotless name.

The honor of the Craft‘s unsullied fame—

My apron white.

And when my soul takes flight

To the Celestial Lodge, and I have passed away,

Then on the coffin rcverently lay

My white apron.

-Sydmy Freemason.
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Who Should 1% Eliflasons.

"I MONG the first things taught in the lodge is the admonition to

' the newly-made Entered Apprentice, when he is told: “ If in

a- the circle of your acquaintance you find a person desirous of

being initiated into Freemasonry, be particularly careful not to recom

mend him unless you are convinced that he will conform to all our rules

and regulations, that the honor, glory and reputation of the institution

may be firmly established, and the world at large convinced of its good

effects." This is a proper warning at the right time. The new Mason

is often zealous and enthusiastic. The light he has received, if pro

perly displayed, has filled him with delight, and he is anxious that

others should enjoy the same mysterious influence. Step by step he is

led to regard the institution as one deserving the approbation and sup

port of all good men, and if he appreciates the beauties and the purity

of the lessons he will see that there are certain internal qualifications

every Mason should possess. His zeal, and his desire that his friends

and companions should be with him in the lodge might lead him to hide

grave defects and conclude that the lessons would work reformation,

and he might be led into the error of proposing a friend whose life and

habits would not be in harmony with the teachings of the fraternity.

Hence the warning.

We are often led to wonder how some who are members of the frater

nity ever gained admission. They do not seem to possess any of the

qualifications that should recommend a man to Masonry. They are men,

but have little more than the physical qualifications. They are not im

pressed by the ceremonies as they should be. they do not regard the

lessons taught, make light of religion, and almost falsify their professed

belief in God, for they fairly scoff at Deity. That holy name which

they were taught to mention only with reverence, they are continually

taking in vain, and almost every other word they utter is fouled with

profanity. They do not regard the lessons of temperance, and we are

led to doubt if such men possess fortitude sufficient to protect the fra

ternity from a revelation of those sacred mysteries with which they have

been instructed. Such men, to say the least of it, are too careless to

make good Masons.

A Mason should be well qualified mentally. He is to study certain

important lessons that are to mark his consequence among men. He

must have a mind able to grasp them, and an inclination to understand

and practice them. The mere learning by note of certain catechetical
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lectures is not sufficient. He should be able to understand the true

meaning of each and every symbol and be able to apply it to his life,

ennobling. beautifying, and strengthening him for the duties he owes to

himself and his fellow~man.

A Mason should be morally as perfect as he can be in this imperfect,

temptation-filled world. Of that his own heart must be the judge.

Outward morality is good, but internal morality is the one great qualifi

cation necessary. No man can live in this world without doing wrong.

If he shuts himself in a cloister, and surrounds his life with only

religious books, that act of seclusion is in itself wrong. But when a

man errs, he owes it to God and his fellows to confess it and turn from

it. And such a man will find his heart in the right place if his head

goes wrong.

A Mason should be well qualified physically. One of the oldest of

the charges was that an A pprentice or a Fellow should be perfect in all

his members. He should be able bodied and competent to earn his

living. The Ancient Charges set forth the whole matter of who should

be Masons so clearly that we give it in full here:

“All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real Worth and

personal Merit only’ ; that so the Lords may be well served, the Brethren

not put to Shame, nor the Royal Craft despised: Therefore no Master

or Warden is chosen by Seniority, but for his Merit. It is impossible to

describe these things in writing, and every Brother must attend in his Place

and learn them in a way peculiar to this Fraternity : Oniy candidates may

know, that no Master should take an Apprentice, unless he has sufficient

Iniploymcnt for him, and unless he be a perfect Youth, having no Maim

or Defect in his Body, that may render him uncapable of learning the

Art of serving his Master’s Lord and of being made a Brother, and

then a Fellow Craft in due time, even after -he has served such a term

of Years as the Custom 0f the Country directs; and that he should be

descended of honest Parents; that so, when otherwise qualified, he may

arrive to the Honour 01’ being the Warden, and then the Master of the

Lodge, the Grand Warden, and at length the Grand Master of all the

Lodges, according to his merit.”

We are sometimes led to advise those seeking membership in the

Fraternity to keep out of it because they cannot afford it. A man has

no right to join any society at the expense of his own or his family’s

comfort. Masonry is not an asylum or school of correction, intended

to reform men ; it seeks only to make reformed men better; neither is it

an institution of benevolence, where the man goes to receive certain mon

etary benefits or better a crippled condition, though it takes care of its

a
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own when misfortune overtakes them. He should be able to support

himself and family and to lay aside something for a rainy day, before

he joins a Masonic Lodge.

Good men only should be Masons—N. Y. Dispatch.

@bligations of a fiiasonic budge.

 

“' 5;, MASONIC lodge is under many more obligations to its indi

' vidual members than would at first thought seem possible.

_._ o When a lodge accepts a candidate who has petitioned in good

faith, it assumes a debt not easily discharged. and one which is never

paid in full until the last clod of earth has been placed on the little

mound that marks his last resting place on earth. '

When a candidate presents himself for initiation he should be received

decorously. and should be informed by the Worshipful Master or some

other member of the Fraternity that the ceremonies through which he is

about to pass contain many important and useful lessons, and these

lessons are not to be taught by flash lights thrown on his mentality. to

be forgotten as soon as the last ray fades from the screen, but to be

pondered—to be studied earnestly, prayerfully, with a view to gaining

the largest amount of benefit possible, not only to himself, but to all

who may need the helping hand of the philanthrophist.

No indecorous conduct should on any account be permitted in the

lodge or preparation room, nor should it be necessary to tell the candi

date that nothing had been done in the spirit of levity, because levity

can claim no place in Masonic ceremonies. In a church, where persons

of all ages and conditions are admitted, levity is not tolerated during

the services; then why should a body composed entirely of men who,

theoretically at least, have arrived at an age that has put away boyish

things, be guilty of a breach of decorum in the presence of a candidate

who is entitled to the highest possible amount of benefit to be derived

from our initiatory ceremonies? No person is allowed to receive the

Master Mason’s Degree until all fees are paid, nor should any lodge be

in arrears to a newly made member.

If a member is in distress from any cause, he is entitled to the sym

pathy of the lodge, which should be shown in the manner best calcul

ated to relieve his distress; but it may be well in this connection, to

say that sympathy, either abstract or material, may be easily wasted;

consequently care must be taken not to run the fountain dry.

While a lodge may owe a needy member pecuniary assistance, it at

a l
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the same time owes him an education in fortitude and self reliance

that ought to prevent any man of ordinary ability from becoming a

dependent.

I presume some of my readers will wonder what all this means. I

will tell you. It means that the officers of a lodge ought to be com

petent to give instruction to the members; that the members ought to

have sufficient intelligence to profit by such instruction. It means that

Masonry is not for amusement, but for mutual improvement, not play,

but work. It means that we are making a great mistake in shelving

the patriarchs of our lodges and substituting young men to give life and

vim to the institution. Fun does not belong to the Masonic vocabulary.

Masonry is not a giggling institution; it is sedate, deep, thoughtful.

Young blood may be all right in the counting room. in the merchants’

exchange and in all the avenues that lead to wealth, but when the sober

work of building up true manhood, that manhood which makes life

worth living, and above all fits a man to become a column of strength

in the great temple of progress, young blood is too hot.

Blood that makes the face radiant with hilarity, the heels to dance

for joy, the brain to swim with excitement and the heart wild with pas

sion, is unfit to “ man the wheel,” where temperance, fortitude, prud

ence. and justice are the cardinal virtues.

If you were desirous of teaching a boy to respect his parents, and to

become thoughtful and reverent, you would not seek a street gamin for

an instructor, nor would you in thoughtful earnestness employ a clown

or dullard to teach metaphysics.

Reader, 1 do not desire to bankrupt any lodge, but I am afraid that

the Grand Lodge would be justified in winding up some of our strongest

lodges if the members should bring in bills for all that is due them in

instruction.

Let us strive to pay our debts in the future. Call upon good, intelli

gent men for lectures upon any topics concerning the welfare of hu

manity, and see that your Worshipful Master delivers a lecture, or part

of a lecture, on one of the first three Degrees of Masonry at least once

during his term of office. You will be astonished to see how much

talent you have in your lodge, and will cease to be divided into factions

on account of incompetent members crowding to the front. When you

require your Worshipful Master to be something more than a parrot,

you will have cropped the wings of some of your most ambitious dis

turbers.

Dedicate your Master’s chair to wisdom, and insist that no ignoramus

shall desecrate it. and your lodge will cease to be seriously in debt to

its membet's-—Eben Reed in flIasonic Constellation.
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Symbolism of the EIYIYIasonio épron.

'l‘his fair and stainless thing I take

To be my badge for virtue‘s sake;

Its ample strings that gird me round

My constant cable-tow are found;

And as securely they are tied

So may true faith with me abide;

And as I face the sunny South

I pledge to God my Mason’s troth,

That while on earth I do remain

My Apron shall not have a stain.

This fair and stainless thing I raise

In memory of Apprentice days,

When on the checkered pavement wide,

With gauge and gavel well supplied,

I keep my garments free from soil

Though laboring in a menial toil;

And as I face the golden West,

I call my Master to attest

'l‘hat while on earth I do remain

My Apron shall not have a stain.

’l‘his fair and stainless thing I lower,—

Its ’Prentice aid I need no more;

For laws and principles are given

The Fellow-Craft direct from heaven ;—

To help the needy,—keep a trust,—

Observe the precepts of the just;

And as I face the darkened North

I send this solemn protest forth,

'l‘hat while on earth I do remain

My Apron shall not have a stain.

'l‘his fair and stainless thing: I fold,—

A Master Mason now behold!

A welcome guest in every land

With princes and with kings to stand;

Close tyled within my heart of hearts

I keep all secret arts and parts,

And try to walk the Heavenly Road

In daily intercourse with God;

And as I face the mystic East,

I vow by Him I love the best,

That while on earth I do remain

My Apron shall not have a stain.
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'l‘his fair and stainless thing I dotl':

But though I take my Apron off

And lay the stainless badge aside,

Its teachings ever shall abide,—

For God has given Light Divine

That we may walk opposed to sin ;—

And sympathy and Brotherly love

Are emanations from above ;—

And life itself is only given

To square and shape our souls for Heaven,

The glorious Temple in the sky,

The grand Celestial Lodge on high.

—Br0. R. H. Morris.

The Latent lilumer of Ndasnnrg.

- HE tremendous latent power of Freemasonry. as the great ac

. tuating principle, by which human action may be wrought

upon, is not fully comprehended by the individual. If we

knew that 2,000,000 men were sacredly banded together for a war on

any one object, armed with the latest and best weapons, and led by

wise and experienced generals, we would naturally presume that such

an army would prove invincible, and to it a succession of victories be a

foregone conclusion. Such an army is that of Freemasonry, but en

listed in the interests of peace and benevolence. There is a grand sub

limity in the thought that such a host of armed men are thus enlisted.

Armed with the weapons of love to mankind. and inspired by that rev

erence due the Father of us all, should not victory over wrong be pre

sumed to perch upon the banners of the Craft? We cannot, at a pass

ing glance or thought, fully comprehend the possibilities of such a

combined human force. It the old-time aphorism be correct, that

“ God and one are always in a majority,” then what must be the force

when God and 2,000,000 of the choicest of his sons are united for the

purpose of bringing to pass that millennial time that

 

“ Prophets and kings desired to see,

But died without the sight.“

A time in earth’s history, when peace, virtue and universal happi

ness should prevail. This is no Utopian impossibility. Man has with

in his grasp the making or marring of his own happiness. To-dav

Freemasonry could say to the kings and rulers of the earth: “ Thou

shalt not kill," and war would cease. Because in the ranks of this
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great Fraternity are listed the majority of humanity. To-day, Free

masonry could say to the churches of all denominations: “ Ye be

brethren,” and theological conflict would have an end, because in its

ranks are found the great religious teachers. To-day. Freemasonry

could say to ambitious, aspiring politicians: “Thou shalt not." and

only the good and true would seek and find support of the various con

stituencies of earth, and malfeasance in office would be an unknown in

cident. We do not contend that human perfection would ensue from

such a state of affairs, but we do believe and insist that in such a

handed and bonded association of men as is represented in Freema

sonry there exists a power which, if put into activity, could very

largely eliminate suffering humanity much of the occasions for unnec

essary sorrow that it labors under.

The mission of Freemasonry is to make the world better. It is not in

tended that to take the degrees and wear the jewels of the Craft should

suffice. These men, the world over, are obligated to do good, and if

the good he not accomplished, then the force by which it could he lies

dormant. Think of the latent force, brethren, by us possessed.—

American Tyler.

finiiquitg of Freemasonry.

HIS, indeed. is the “ crux" of Masonic investigations and dis

. cussions. Even to-day we find it very difficult to speak clearly

, l or write confidently on the subject. The earlier views of Ma

sonic history are, to a great extent. abandoned. on account of their

unscientific treatment and uncritical handling of history and chronology ;

but there is a danger, as it seems to us. lest we should fall too much

into the views of the pure realistic school. The truth, in our opinion.

lies as mostly in a “ via media ”-—may we not say always? Our pres

ent speculative system, in its modern development, is undonbtly

lineally and archaelogically the successor of the Guild Fraternities of

Operative Masons. But whence, it may be asked, did the Guilds ob

tain the Masonic legends? Bro. Findel and a large and able school

contend that the system was. so to say. set up in the thirteenth century

by the lodges, or “ Bauhutten,” of Steinmetzen and Operative Masons

in Germany. But another body of students has always existed. and

still exists, which would trace back the Anglo-Saxon Guilds to Roman

Guilds, and the Roman Guilds to Greece and the East, to Tyre and
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Jerusalem. and Egypt above all. And we are not inclined, we con

fess, to give up either the legend of the Temple. or even a connection

with the ancient mysteries altogether. We believe, indeed, that the

Masonic Guild system is one which to a certain extent became inde

pendent ol’ all other initiatory or probationary systems, but not alto

gether; and though it does exist self-made. so to say, by the natural

course of things and the needful changes of time, yet it does preserve

in its traces of a quondam connection with the “ancient mysteries.”

which for a long time retained many lingering evidences of primaaval

truth. It is in this sense that we understand many of the high-flown

claims and much of the hyperbole of earlier Masonic writers. Believing,

as they evidently did. that the mysteries preserved carefully the rem

nants of antediluviau teaching. of patriarchal wisdom, they have used

language no doubt not historically defensible, and we fear we must say

calculated to mislead. But accepting. as Bro. Dr. Oliver did too, and

his school generally. the theory that all rights of initatory probation or

occult teaching had a common origin, and that origin the mysteries,

they have perhaps rather confounded the thing signified with the thing

itself, and have demanded for Freemasonry proper, as a building so

dality, actually, and historically too early a date, and certainly too

many patrons.

As we believe that error lurks under either extreme of the sentimental

or the realistic school, we prefer the more. moderate and not the less

reasonable theory which regards Freemasonry as the product of me

dizeval guilds, but these guilds the successors of earlier guilds, thus

linking on Freemasonry through many centuries to the building socie

ties of the old world. We repeat that we see no reason to take away

from our universal Craft the ancient and striking legend of the Temple,

for it is in itself a very remarkable landmark in the great drifting des

ert of time. and is a very distinct and unvarying portion of our Ma

sonic Legend. Dr. Oliver, indeed, seems to hint that the Temple

theory is more or less derived from a Rosierucian work termed " Nao

metria or Temple Measuring." etc.. 1606. But we cannot agree with

him. for this reason—that the Judaic history of Freemasonry is of very

early date in the MS. Constitutions. We therefore leave the subject

here. It is one on which Freemasons themselves will always difler. and

it is not likely to be settled easily or soon. It is a subject. moreover,

on which it is in vain for anyone to dogmatise, as so much may be said

on both sides that we can and must only agree to differ. We do not

allude. as will be noted. to any knightly eXplanation. or to those which

would connect Freemasonry with the “ Disciplina Arcani,” or even with
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Scandinavian mysteries, or, indeed, to any other of the marvellous sug

gestions which have cropped up from time to time, as we believe them

to be. especially on the simple ground of cause and eti‘ect, critically un

tenable and historically unsound—Kenning’s Cyclopcedia of Free

masonry.

uniformity of Warming.

', HE question of one recognized system of working being adopted

for Lodges throughout the world, however much it may be

deemed desirable, must be dismissed as an impossibility; for

while the spirit of Freemasonry is the same wherever we go, there are

innumerable minor variations in matters of detail, which it would be

impossible to remove, no matter how zealously a scheme might be

worked having that object in view.

In another column we give a report of a meeting of one of the Man

chester Lodges of Instruction, at which a discussion arose as to the de

sirability of the Preceptor making regular visits to such other Lodges,

in order that the working might be made more conformable with that

of Emulation Lodges acting under authoritative sanction.

Without in any way wishing to discourage our Manchester friends we

may first ask, where would they find the Lodges acting under authori

tative sanction whose working it is their desire to compare with their

own? True, we have in London the Emulation Lodge of Improve

ment, meeting at Freemasons’ Hall, and it enjoys the patronage and

support of very many of the leading Masons of the day, but we should

not have to seek very far to find many other leading Masons who would

question the right of that body to say which is the only correct method

of working, and decide the particular ritual to he used in the difi'erent

ceremonies of the Order. It is a great pity that such is the case, but

it is so, and must so remain until Grand Lodge take some action to en

force Uniformity, a course the ruling body of the Craft will be loath to

adopt. if we may judge by the experience of the past, for we think we

may safely say that opinions on this point have not very materially

changed since the days when Bro. James Stevens took such active steps

towards securing something in the way of authoritative action in this

direction.

Grand Lodge would not then bestir itself in the matter. neither would

it do so to-day, and as a consequence the Craft of England, like so

many other jurisdictions, remains without any official ritual, or any
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guide by which differences in regard to words or form of working can

be adjusted.

But, after all, is there any reason why we should desire strict Uni

formity? Is it not better that trifling departures in difi'erent parts of

the country should be allowed to continue, rather than that any hard

and fast rule should be laid down, and diflerences occur as a natural

consequence? We commend the desire of our Manchester brethren to

seek for light, and we would suggest they carry out the scheme they

contemplate, but we hope they will not attempt to force their ideas

on their neighbors, or start a crusade having for its object the promo

tion of rigid uniformity. We should like to hear them discuss diver

gencies of working in a friendly way, but not make any etTort towards

creating a law on the several points of difference they would doubtless

meet with, as we believe that any considerable perseverance in that

direction would tend to create more unpleasantness than would ever be

remedied by laws enforcing strict uniformity. If the principles of the

Craft are maintained in their integrity, we do not think it so very

materially matters in what particular form its lessons are taught, that

is to say, within narrow limits, such, for instance, as are represented

by the well known formula, “tweedledum or tweedledee.”-—-F-reema—

so-ns’ Chronicle, London, Eng.

masonic lgreuities.

- HE intellectual standard of a Lodge may be safely gauged by

the number who read a Masonic periodical. It should be the

~ duty of the W. M. and brethren, when a strange face appears

in the Lodge-room, to make the visitor welcome, for the former are at

home, while the latter is a guest.

Brothers, don’t nurse hurt within your breasts; life is too short to

cherish ill-will toward each other. If you have been wronged let it

pass. What difference does it make when in a few years you pass

hence to that undiscovered country from whose bourne no traveler re

turns? Is it worth while to hate each other?

Silence, secrecy, and calmness of temper are the unmistakable marks

of a true Mason.

We are always glad to see young members taking an active interest

in the work, and qualifying themselves to step in and fill the place of

any officer who may be absent.

In this hard and money-gutting age it in well to remember the" good

 

0
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men who work for the good of their fellowman, who toil in our quarries

and benefit others more than themselves. There may be glory, but

there is much good done, all the same, by these worthy workers.

The old Masonic maxim about keeping silence if you have no good

to talk about, is wise in more ways than one. It is couched in the in

terest of the talker as well as those talked about.

In eternity it will amount to more to have given a cup of cold water,

with the right motives, to an humble servant of God than to have been

flattered by a whole generation.

Human life is like a game of chess—each piece holds its place upon

the chess board—king, queen, bishop, and pawn. Death comes, his

game is up, and all are thrown, without distraction, pell-mell in the

same bag—Ex.

The finights of St. Iilnlm.

[In the last number of the Rsrosnoar, under “ Questions and Answers," a

brief statement was made as to the character of the Ancient Order of “ Hos

pitalers," supposed to be identified with the Order of the Knights of St.

John. It is concerning the last named body and its later history that Bro.

Henry Robertson, in his report on Correspondence, Canada. 1894, presents

some additional information. We gladly quote from his report.—EDITOR.]

The sovereignty of the Island of Malta belonged to the Knights of

St. John for over 250 years. At the end of that time. however, a

change had taken place throughout Europe. The leading Continental

powers had assumed control of political matters, the strength of the

Moslems had been destroyed and the occupation of the Knights as a

military body, was gone. Hence, when Malta became a part of the

French Republic in 1798, the Knights of St. John lost their status as

an independent body. They left the Island of Malta and became scat

tered throughout Europe. For a long time after that it appears that

the title of Grand Master remained in abeyance and the Knights were

governed by a Lieutenant appointed by the Pope, the Knighthood being

almost nominal.

One of the most noted branches of the Order is the German of Bran

derburg. It is one of the original branches or langues of the Order,

which were seven in number while the Knights were yet in Jerusalem.

The Branderburg Branch of the Order of Knights of St. John which

first was organized in 1160. claims to have preserved a continuous suc

cession since that time. There was a period of inactivity after the

troubles: times of the Reformation when the Knigbthood was kept in
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old families, members of the German nobility, and descended as an

hereditary right. A re-constitution took place in 1853 when Frederic

William, King of Prussia, nominated as Grand Master his brother,

Prince Charles, and duly sent word of his election to the Lieutenant of

the Order at Rome. The official statistics for 1890 show that 1,280

ordinary Knights and 3,248 honorary Knights have been elected since

then. The present Grand Master is Prince Albrecht, who is a nephew

of the late Emperor William. The Order is still confined to the old

aristocracy, inasmuch as all candidates must be of noble family and be

able to trace their nobility for sixteen generations. Every second year

a conclave is held in their own palace in Sonnenburg, Prussia, at which

ordinary Knights are admitted by the Grand Master.

The ceremony is the ancient one of laying the sword on the shoulder

and the presentation of a decoration in the form of a Maltese Cross.

The badge of Knighthood is, for the Grand Master a long robe of black

velvet, and for the Knights a robe of silk, both having a white cross

on the left shoulder.

The annual subscription for each Knight is about $225, and this

money is applied to the maintenance of hospitals for the sick and homes

for the old and infirm. Thus the Order is enabled, from its general

funds, to maintain forty hospitals in Germany, accommodating 1,787

helpless or suffering persons; in Beyrout, Syria, a hospital with 63

beds, founded in 1850 after the massacre of the Christians at Damascus

and Lebanon; in Jerusalem, a hospice where the needy may be kept

for a fortnight without charge and the traveling public are accommo

dated at moderate rates. Seven hundred years ago when the Knights

Hospitalers first went to Jerusalem, they were engaged in the same

work of relief in which their descendants are employed now.

Qualifications for Masonic office are far more than moral and ritual

istic. They are also thorough acquaintance with Masonic jurisprudence

and symbolism in its profound sense. They are the discerning of the whys

and wherefores of all that the Institution includes, and the inculcating

of the same intelligently and comprehensibly. Proper instruction of

candidates requires that the instructor be, in very truth, a Master in

Masonry. This means far more than perfectly memorising and reciting

the ritual. It means perfect comprehension and elucidation of all the

forms, ceremonies, emblems, symbols, allegorics, legends, and teach

ings of the Institution-the spiritualising of them so that the candidate

will make no mistake in his use of them in erecting the temple—Keystone.
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Mascara and maximum}.

; T has often been said that there is an irreconcilable difference

between women and the Order of Masons, in fact, judging

merely by appearances. such a difference does exist. Too many

of the brethren think it necessary to appease the anticipated wrath of

their spouses by so-called “ peace offerings,” to leave the profane under

any other impression than that these “ peace offerings” are a neces

sary part of the institution. What else can they think when they see

young and old alike trudging home in the “ wee small’ hours," laden

with the spoils of the feast at which they have been dilatory but de

lighted lingerers? One might occasionally trace the brother to the

Lodge or the Chapter, by following the scent of fried chicken. or bird

on toast, or by studying the direction of the trail from the indications

of melting ice cream. Cowardice is often at the bottom of this pan

dering. or perhaps it is a weak confession of the unworthy motives

which have actuated the brother in joining the Order. If his motives

were what he has professed them to be, he needs no offering to make to

the wrath of the offended genius who presides over his home.

Seriously, however, why should any one feel that there is any conflict

between the family and the Lodge? There is none, if the member of

the Lodge be honest, and his devotion to his home be sincere. He

knows well enough, if he choose to be thoughtful, and his memory be

true, that there cannot by any possibility be any clash between these

two divine institutions. That there have been men who neglected the

family, giving the Lodge as an excuse for their delinquency, is not de

nied; what is denied is that these men have given a true excuse. Put

them on oath, and they will disavow what they have said. Why, then,

do they give such an excuse? Because they are not loyal to their

Order. No one who charges his Lodge with his late hours and indif

ference to the calls of his home actshonestly. The truth is, that many

a Mason who is ambitious to wear the honors which Masonry has to be

stow. undertakes more than his previous obligations permit him to at

tempt, and the result is that some duty has to be neglected. If he be

recreant to his Masonic trust, he knows that he will appear before all

the brethren as foresworn, and justly deserve the scorn and contempt

of all the Craft. If he, on the other hand, neglect his home duties,

there is no probability of his being called publicly to account, and

therefore he elects to be faithful in the public and faithless in the pri

vate duties which he has assumed; and so, Masonry gets the credit of
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his abandonmentof duties which he has undertaken under circumstances

just as stolen as those which accompanied his Masonic initiation.

No brother is under compulsion to take office in a Masonic body.

No brother urges another to accept position, when it is evident that' faith

must be broken to enable him to do so. If, for example, one’s occu

pation compels one to work night as well as day, in order that he may

maintain those whom he has sworn to support and care for, it will be

impossible for him to find any brother so un-Masonic as to induce him

to abandon his work for the sole purpose of being inducted into one of

the chairs of the Lodge. But in spite of this easily-proved fact, men

do accept office, when they know that they must neglect either their

official duties or their business and homes. Have they any right to

allow the Order to suffer the accusations of the profane on that ac

count? Is such a course honest? In matters profane, would a brother

offer such an excuse as the interference of a voluntarily assumed obli

gation, as against a natural one? The question answers itself.

Let us suppose the case of a man married before he becomes a Mason.

He sees the advantages of being a brother. In what light does he

consider these advantages? In the light of personal aggrandizement?

If so, then he has no business entering the door of a Lodge. If, actu

ated by such unworthy thoughts, he dares to do so, what right has he

to plead the claims of the Order against already existing oaths? Is

not the Order justly entitled to turn that man out of doors, who of his

own free will seeks to bind himself for selfish reasons to his brethren,

and then tries to make them the scapegoats of his own misconduct?

By what right does a man who is under the most imperative obliga

tions to his wife and family, presume to enter a Masonic Lodge unless

he has asked and secured the free acquiescence of her to whom he is

bound! The Lodge does not seek him ; he seeks the Lodge. If he has

marital obligations, he has no right to belittle them in order to gratify

an idle curiosity or a personal ambition. Unless he can say honestly

and publicly without fear of contradiction, that she to whom his life be

longs freely consented to his taking vows which he cannot divulge

to her, then he is doing an immoral act in joining the Order. He mis

leads his brethren as to his ability to serve them and the sacred cause

whose servant he becomes. and he injures her, who ought to be, by the

very fact of his membership in the Order, benefited, and not deceived

or coerced.

Let us, on the other hand, consider the situation of one who becomes

a Mason before he marries. Which obligation has the preference then?

Why, that which was first assumed, to be sure. Unless his wife is pre
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pared to countenance his membership in the Order he has no right to

marry. This may seem a radical position to assume, but it is the only

logical one. The man has voluntarily taken the most binding oaths;

there was no compulsion, no persuasion. Hence, if she whom he loves

will not agree to leave him his liberty in respect to such oaths she is

not the wife for him, and the manly thing for him to do is to tell her

plainly that he cannot forswear himself in order to marry her. The

usual course seems to be for the man to abandon his plain duty in order

to gratify his love for the woman of his choice. No true woman would

demand such a sacrifice. such a perjury; no right-minded woman would

have a particle of respect for a man who could stoop so low.

Do these seem strong words, brethren? Apply them to any other

state of life. Does the man who is serving his country in the ranks of

her army or navy think he has a right to abandon what he has under

taken to please a woman, no matter how lovely or good she may be?

Does the man who occupies high political office feel at liberty to give

up the reins of power before the time, in order that he may have more

time to spend in love-making? Does the doctor neglect his patients,

the clergyman his parishioners, the lawyer clients. in order to indulge

his passion for a beautiful girl? If not, then why may the Mason turn

his back on his duty to do the same? If a man becomes a Mason for

proper reasons, his obligation is indelible. If he has entered her doors

for the purpose of doing good to mankind—the only true reason—he

does not escape their claims by submitting himself to those of another.

If he attempts to persuade himself that he can take and break Masonic

obligations at pleasure he is dishonest with himself, with his wife, and

with the Order—he is no better than a traitor.

It is impossible for one who knows anything about Masonry—who

has not joined it from idle curiosity or from a desire to be dubbed Wor

shipful, Sir Knight, etc.—-to pretend ignorance on this point. The

initiate knows too well what are the lessons inculcated in the ditferent

degrees to plead any excuse, such as newly-married men often do plead,

for not attending to their duties. What right, on the lowest possible

ground, has a man to sit coolly down and send in his resignation to

every body to which he belongs—to throw up every office which has

been conferred upon him—~simply because he has married? Has he

not been only too glad to have his brethren confer offices upon him!

Would he not have felt neglected, even insulted, had he not been

placed in the chair? Does an oath have no value when it conflicts with

some fancied pleasure? Is marriage such a necessary thing that it is

worth while becoming perjured for the sake of a wife?
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Now, we have been considering this matter from the point of view

of the man and the Order. Let us take the position of wife or sweet

heart. Why do women oppose Masonry? Is it because of the secrecy?

No. it is not; for if a husband be honest with his wife and tell her

plainly that the secrets are not dishonorable, but, if observed, are aids

to right conduct. she will believe him—0n two conditions; that he is

worthy of her confidence in other matters, and that his obedience to the

laws of Masonry shows itself in his steadily improving conduct. But

men are such fools that they make a great mystery of their attendance

at Lodge, and go so far as to lie to their wives about it. Is it strange

that women resent such deception and blame the institution when they

ought to blame the man? But this is not the worst. There are bun

dreds of cases where the Lodge is made the cover for all sorts of vice.

Men say they are going to the Lodge, and they do go. After the Lodge

is closed they go elsewhere. and return to their homes at all hours of

the morning, and basely say they have been at the Lodge. Is it any

wonder that women who have such husbands come to the conclusion

that all Masons are alike, and that the Lodge is only a blind? Many

years ago there was a fast set of men belonging to a coterie in a large

city who were closely watched by their female relatives. They were all

comparatively young in years, but old in sin. In order that they might

the better escape detection and the more freely enjoy their forbidden

pleasures, they joined the Young Men’s Christian Association, whither

they went each night, and having met at the appointed hour, proceeded

to the haunts of vice unmolested. They were smart enough to return

to their homes at an hour which enabled them to face all inquiries with

the answer that they had been to the Y. M. C. A.! It seems to me

that their example has imitators among certain Masons, who are a dis

grace not only to the Craft, but to the very name of man. Why should

the Order be responsible for such rascality? Yet it would be no easy

matter to convince their wives that they are just as much a disgrace to

Masonry as they are to matrimony.

The conclusion is that perfect confidence between man and wife is

conducive to the best interests of Masonry. The man who makes the

best Mason makes the best husband. The man who makes the best

Mason is not necessarily the man who holds the most ofiices in the

Order. Frequently he will be only a modest brother on the floor, whose

example is far better than his work would be if he had a station. Such

a man could not make a true wife envious or jealous of Masonry, for

he would know how to preserve the happy mean between his home and

Masonic duties, and the result would be that his wife, like many that I
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know, would say that she wished her children to be followers in the

footsteps of their father, and wearers of sacred emblems. It all rests

with us, brethren. Let us be true and honest as Masons, and our wives

will not have cause to complain that we are direlict in our duties else

where-Rev. and Worslujy'ul Bro. Richard P. Williams, in Rough

Ashlar.

at Ward Lines.

I shape my word, and fling it on the gale,

Like bread cast on the waters to return

In after days; or, if the fates be stern,

To drift unechoed till some sufl'erer pale

May catch the sound, and hush its bitter wail,

To welcome the unshrinking hopes that burn

In its full utterance, and, it may be, learn

That lives to truth devoted never fail!

I may not hear an echo of that word

Come from the hollow air that wafts it on,

Or know what deeps of conscious being are stirred

By its vibration where its sound hath gone.

But this I know, by laws the heavens ordain,

No word of earnest faith was ever breathed in vain!

For good or ill the words we speak have wings;

'I‘hey speed afar, white dove or raven dark,—

One finding prey returns not to the ark,

And one for peace the greening olive brings.

But some are venomed insects armed with stings,

'l‘hat strike and fly, and leave their bitter mark!

While here the wreu, and there the morning lark,

In some fair bower to some fair listener sings!

Freed from our hand, we cannot call them back,

But in their nest can crush the evil brood!

Storm out the raVeniug prey-birds, gray and black,

And nurse the fledgling swans with generous food.

Profane not, then, the silence of the air

By any word of prey let loose t0 sting and tear!

-—Geo. S. Burleigh.
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Ehristmas @hseruance by Knights Templars.

T the last Conclave of the Grand Encampment, held at Denver

3 in 1892, a committee, of which Sir Knight Frederick Speed of

i ' Mississippi was chairman, presented a report commending an

observance of Christmas day by Knights Templars owing allegiance to

the Grand Encampment. The report and accompanying resolution was

as follows:

 

A number of years ago Sir Stephen Berry, of Maine, inaugurated a

very pleasing and commendable feature in Templarism by sending a

few personal friends a “ sentiment” and “ response,” to be drunk on

Christmas day. The suggestion met with general acceptation and soon

became a part of the Templar festivities of the day, wherever Com

manderies observed it at all.

It is to be wondered at that the only organization in which the ancient

social customs of Masonry have been preserved, should not have made

the feast of the Nativity its great leading festival, characterized as it

is throughout all Christendom by its pre-eminent social features. We

do not know of an occasion when with greater depth of feeling we

could drink a “ health to them that’s awa',” than on the day when

every Christian heart is mellowed with the “ good tidings of great joy,”

which come to us from the manger at Bethlehem.

During the closing hour of the last Conclave the undersigned were

appointed a committee on the subject, and have given it the considera

tion which its merits demand, and as the result of their deliberations

beg leave to respectfully recommend that the voluntary observance of

Christmas day by all Knights Templars be encouraged by the Grand

Encampment and given its official sanction, but they do not think that

any action which it may think best to take upon the subject, either at

this or any future time, should make compulsory that which can best

be left to individual inclination and judgment.

Your committee recommend the adoption of the following:

Resolved, That the Grand Encampment approves and gives its official

sanction to the observance of Christmas day by Knights Templar, either

in their individual capacity or as Commanderies, and that annually

there be a Christmas toast and response prepared and transmitted to

all Grand and Constituent Commanderics owing allegiance to the Grand

Encampment.

While life and strength remain to him the management of the matter

could not be in better hands than those of the beloved Frater to whom

the credit is due of originating the beautiful idea, and we, therefore,

further recommend that he be charged with the duty of preparing the

“sentiment” annually during the pleasure of the Grand Encampment,

and that the expense thereof be paid on the order of the Grand

Master.

The report was accepted and the resolution was adopted. Sir Knight

I 6
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Berry, thus officially designated, prepared a Christmas toast for 1892,

which received a wider use than any sentiment he had previously sent

out. Last year the Christmas toast prepared and announced by the

Eminent Sir Knight was accorded a general recognition throughout the

country. Evidently the practice of thus observing Christmas is heartily

approved.

The announcement of the sentiment prepared for the approaching

Christmas has already been made, and the response of the Grand Mas

ter has been indicated. They are as follows:

To our Most Eminent Grand Master, HUGH MCCURDY: the head of American

Templar Masonry, who holds all Templar hearts.

The Grand Master sends the following response:

To the great heart of Templar Masonry, and to every Templar Mason‘s heart—

one and inseparable.

“ "l‘is the heart and not the brain,

That to the highest doth attain,

And he who followcth love‘s behest,

Far excelleth all the rest."

Sir Knight Berry, in making request that Knights Templars should

join in these sentiments, names the hour of noon. 12 M., Tuesday,

December 25, 1894, (Eastern standard time,) as the time for the

desired meetings and observance.

Most certainly the fellowship and kindly feeling associated with the

Christmas toast commend the practice. Its observance will probably

be more general the coming Christmas than ever before. Because of

the popular favor with which this observance is regarded, care should

be taken to make‘due arrangements therefor, and to throw around it

all proper restraints and limitations.

COMPANION Gaoncs L. MCCAHAN, General Grand High Priest of the

General Grand Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, was deservedly hon

ored, at the recent meeting of the General Grand Chapter, by being

elected to fill the highest oflice in the gift of that Body. By reason of

the death of Companion Hornor, while holding the office of General

Grand High Priest, Bro. McCahan was called to act in his place, and

thus acting he has given ample evidence of his Masonic ability and

zeal. He now holds the first place by election and is certain to con

tinue a wise and liberal administration of the interests of Capitular

Masonry as represented by the General Grand Chapter.
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gt Eesirahle lifuhlieitg.

is not as an unknown quantity that Freemasonry is repre

sented in its organic life and expression. Its character,

v“. _ purposes, and benign ministries are made known by its laws

and approved methods of procedure, over which no veil of secrecy is

thrown. Any persons who have sufficient interest to make a careful

examination of printed records, reports. forms, requirements. etc., can

satisfy themselves as to the character of the Masonic institution, both

as regards the system itself, in its most important features, and the

manner in which it is applied and administered as a social and fraternal

organization.

The secrets of Freemasonry are few. It is well that they are no

more. It is quite sufficient that there should be the secret means of

identifying members of the Masonic Fraternity among themselves, and

a sacred guarding of certain portions of the Masonic ceremonies, which

would lose something of their charm and impressiveness were they pro

claimed upon the housetops or enacted in public. Beyond the lines

thus indicated there is but little call to secresy. Indeed, as already

intimated, there is a desirable publicity for Freemasonry. Not that it

should obtrude itsslf upon the public notice, or seem to compete with

the multitude of societies and orders which claim the attention of the

community, by frequent announcements in the secular press, and by

somewhat wearisome accounts in the daily papers of meetings and work.

There is no call for the Masonic organization thus to advertise itself.

It will do better to follow the long established practice of holding itself

in reserve, not seeking to tell to the public the full story of its benevo

lent ministries—its ofieriugs to the sick and the poor.

But it may and should so declare itself as to make evident the ideas,

principles, and purposes, which have prevailing force in the shaping

and applying of the Masonic system, together with a sufficient setting

forth of what is being done and attempted under its direction, and by

use of its influence and resources. These things should be known; or,

at least, they should be within the reach of all who care to examine

Freemasonry as a system and become acquainted with its fruitage.

This is desirable publicity. _

It is because the character of Freemasonry is so well known by those

outside the lines of the Fraternity—because its aims and purposes, so

frequently affirmed, are understood and approved by the general pub

lic—that the occasional opposition to which our organization is sub
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jected fails to have much effect. In America and Great Britain every

attempt that is made to show that Freemasonry is an enemy of social

order and good government, or an unworthy bond of alliance and pro

tection is applied to its own members, falls ludicrously flat, because

the public have enough information regarding the Fraternity to lead

them to form a different conclusion. Sensible people in any English

speaking community cannot be brought to believe that Masons meet

together to plot against Church or State, or that the “ secrets ” of the

Fraternity pertain to any binding of the conscience or the will unlaw

fully. The people know that Freemasonry makes open avowal of its

principles and purposes, that in the face of such an avowal, and the

general publicity given to the movements of this institution, there can

be no conspiracy against the government or the peace and good order

of society.

lit. Wales Lines.

.~ T is with a special gratification that we call attention to the

frontispiece of this number of the REPOSITORY, which shows

7 _ the portrait of Hon. H. Wales Lines, of Meriden, Conn., who

is justly prominent as a citizen, a business man, and as a member of

the Masonic Fraternity. It is likewise a satisfaction to be able to pre

sent the following biographical sketch of our friend. thus calling atten

tion to some of the steps of his successful career, and also to some of

the predominating characteristics that mark his strong and attractive

personality.

H. Wales Lines, of Meriden, President and Treasurer of the H.

Wales Lines Company and of the Meriden Lumber Company, was born

in Naugatuck, Conn., June 3, 1838.

Bro. Lines possesses an extra share of Revolutionary blood in his

veins. as he is a “ Son of a Revolution” by three direct branches of

the family tree. He is a great-grandson of Enos Bunnell, who was a

private soldier in the Ninth Company of the First Connecticut Regi

ment, commanded by Colonel David Wooster, in 1775. He occupies a

similar relationship to Elisha Stevens, a private soldier in Captain

Clarke’s company of artificers, who were in the service of their country

for five years. The third great-grandfather was Walter Booth, a pri

vate soldier in the Third Company of the Fifth Battalion, commanded

by Colonel William Douglas. Calvin Lines and his wife, née Sallie
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Booth, were old residents of Bethany, Conn. His son, Henry W.

Lines, married Harriet Bunnell, and settled in Naugatuck. H. Wales

was one of the children by this union.

After graduating at Naugatuck High School young Lines decided to

learn the trade of a mason. and carried out this idea by going to work

for a new concern. The practical lessons gained in these early days

have been invaluable to him in his subsequent career. In 1862 he

removed to Middletown and still continued to work at his trade. Two

years later Mr. Lines formed a copartnership, under the firm name of

Perkins & Lines, for the purpose of dealing in building materials. and

also to act as general contractors for all kinds of mason work. Mr.

Perkins retired in 1878, and the firm of H. Wales Lines & Co. was

formed, the partners being Mr. Lines and Mr. H. E. Fairchild. Ten

years later another change occurred, the business being converted into

a joint stock company under the title of the H. Wales Lines Company.

The present olficials are H. Wales Lines, President and Treasurer;

Henry E. Fairchild, Vice President; L. A. Miller, Secretary. These

gentlemen, with F. L. Hamilton. form the Board of Directors. The

company commenced with ample capital to carry on an extensive busi

ness, and their success has been phenomenal. taking in several of the

New England States. Nine-tenths of the factories of Meriden were

erected by them. the list including the plants of the Bradley & Hubbard

Manufacturing Company, the Meriden Britannia Company and Edward

Miller & Company. Their handiwork may be found among the churches,

school houses, business blocks and tine residences of the city in great

profusion.

Another vigorous organization of which Mr. Lines is President is

the Meriden Machine Tool Company, which commenced operations in

1890. They make a specialty of tools for the manufacture of silver

ware, and after building up a successful business in Meriden, they have

extended their operations to distant States. He has been President of

the New England Brown Stone Co. since 1891, and is a Director in the

Meriden Bronze Company and C. F. Monroe Company. The Meriden

Lumber Company is one of the oldest and most prominent of the

establishments in that branch of trade. The business was started by

Converse & Clark in 1867, and an evidence of their enterprise is shown

in the fact that they were the first concern to ship lumber by car direct

from the West. In March, 1890, the present company was organized.

and they have added greatly to the volume of business transacted by

their predecessors. Its omcial Board consists of H. Wales Lines,

] resident; F. G. Platt, Treasurer. and F. Boardman, Secretary.
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Financial institutions have sought the advantage to be gained from the

long experience and superior judgment of the subject of this sketch.

He is a Trustee of the Meriden Savings Bank, and a member of the

De., M. & Co.. of New Haven and Springfield.

It was but natural that his fellow citizens should desire to have him

serve them in an official capacity. In 1872 Mr. Lines was elected to

the lower branch of the State Legislature, and for the years 1878-79

he was a member of the Senate. While in the Senate he served as

chairman of the Committee on Cities and Boroughs. and also of the

Committee on Contested Elections, doing faithful and satisfactory work

in each instance. Such is his popularity in Meriden that he was placed

in the Mayor’s chair for three consecutive years, his term of office

covering 1877-78-79. He was elected as a Republican, being the first

Mayor chosen under strict party alignments. The Council was a tie

the first year. but it contained a good Republican majority the two last

years. During Mr. Lines' administration a complete revision of the City

Charter was made, and also a thorough reformation in regard to the run

ning of the city by departments. and the system of keeping accounts

introduced by him has been continued by the city officials ever since.

It was the first year the city had ever been managed within its income.

and at the same time the debt was slightly reduced. For his last year

he received two-thirds of all the votes cast. and was unanimously nomi

nated for a fourth term. but be positively declined to accept the office

longer. His administration of the office was one of the most successful

in the line of excellent Mayors which Meriden has possessed. In 1888

Mr. Lines was the Republican candidate for Congress from his district,

but it was not a good year for candidates of that party. He was beaten

by between seven and eight hundred votes. while Grover Cleveland

received a majority of about twenty-five hundred, and the Democratic

nominee for Governor had thirty-two hundred.

In all that pertains to the welfare of his adopted city Mr. Lines has

always taken a zealous interest. Every plan for advancing the mate

rial development of the city finds in him a ready helper, and to many

of the important improvements of the past he has contributed valuable

assistance. The influence of the work he accomplished while in the

Mayor’s chair is still felt at the City Hall, and he unconsciously set a

standard which later officials have simply striven to equal. Having but

recently passed the half-century mark, Mr. Lines is now in the very

prime of his matured powers, and there are yet higher honors awaiting

his acceptance in the future.

Bro. Lines is an eminent Mason. He has attained an exalted rank
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among Craftsmen by reason of his strong and stedfast attachment ito

Freemasonry. and the able and faithful manner in which he has dis

charged every Masonic trust committed to his hands. He is an ardent

and generous supporter of Templary, and is deservedly influential in

the Councils of that illustrious Order. He holds the important otfice

of Grand Treasurer of the Grand Encampment ol' the United States,

having been first elected at the Trieninal Conclave convened at St.

Louis, Mo., in 1886. His subsequent elections have been by unani

mous vote.

Bro. Lines received the degree of Master Mason in Meridian Lodge,

No. 77, of Meriden, Conn., September 28, 1863, and was elected Jun

ior Warden December 12, 1864. He was elected Wor. Master of the

Lodge December 23, 1872, and served two years in that office. He

was exalted to the degree of a Royal Arch Mason in Keystone Chapter,

No. 27, and was received into Hamilton Council, Cryptic Rite, during

the year 1865. On the 30th of November, 1866, he was knighted in

New Haven Commandery, No. 2, at New Haven, and when St. Elmo

Commandery, No. 9, at Meriden was instituted, he was one of its

charter members, afterwards serving as Eminent Commander in 1869,

1870, 1873, 1874, 1875 and 1888. In 1877 he was elected Grand Com

mander of the Grand Commandery 01' Connecticut, having previously

been chosen to fill other oflicial positions in that Grand Body.

In the bodies of the Scottish Rite Bro. Lines has had preferment.

He has passed through all the grades, receiving the degrees in Charter

Oak Lodge of Perfection, at Hartford, February 29, 1870, and after

wards becoming a member of Elm City Council, Princes of Jerusalem,

and New Haven Chapter Rose Croix, at New Haven. The Consistory

grades were conferred upon him by LaFayette Consistory at Bridge

port, Connecticut, and he holds the office in that body of Illustrious

Minister of State and Grand Orator. At the annual session of the

Supreme Council held in Chicogo in 1893, he reached the summit in the

Scottish Rite bodies by having conferred upon him the thirty-third

degree, and he is therefore a member of the highest governing body of

that Rite in the Northern Jurisdiction.

Bro. Lines is also a member of the Royal Order of Scotland.

In all these organizations the subject of this sketch has shown the

qualities that adorn his individuality. Possessed of a well balanced

mind and of a tenacious purpose, be has exercised an influence‘upon

his associates, and in many things of enterprise and larger undertaking

he has made good proof of his capabilities as a prudent adviser and a.

wise, courageous leader. He is a man possessed of strong convictions,
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and of generous and gentle sentiments as well ; a brotheriI large minded

and tolerant, whose heart responds to the truths and principles funda

mental in Masonic teaching, and whose life is held to loving service in

the ways of righteousness and true benevolence.

Our acquaintance with Bro. Lines, and our knowledge of the ex

pression of his character and purposes. not only in Freemasonry, but

in other societies, and in his discharge of the various duties of related

life, prompts the words we are writing. It is pleasant to bear approv

ing testimony of one who is so deservedly esteemed as the good citizen

and the worthy, typical Freemason.

Brother Lines was married in June, 1861, to Sarah 0., daughter of

Rev. Washington Manger, Baptist minister of Waterford, Conn. Four

daughters were the result of this union, of whom all are now living and

married.

Easte in Freemasonry.

A NDER this heading an animated discussion has recently been

going on in the Indian Masonic Review, the practical part

of the discussion having reference to the question whether

the Brahmins of India ought to be made Masons. There are educated

Hindus in some of the Masonic Lodges of that far away country; but

if the statements of one of the writers are to be relied upon, these high

caste Hindus are certainly somewhat out of place in a Fraternity

where all stand upon the same level, theoretically, and where no man

is supposed to be preferred or put at a disadvantage because of his

social position. and the conditions of birth, rank, etc. The writer

referred to maintains the proposition that no true Brotherhood can

exist between a Brahmin and a Pariah. He says: “ The latter has to

get 06 the road when he sees the former coming. They are precluded

by caste from having the smallest dealings with one another. Let a

highly educated and respectable Pariah apply for admission to a Lodge

where the majority of the brethren are caste Hindus. Will he pass the

ballot? Not be."

The incompatibility of the two classes is shown by reference to the

fact that the high caste Hindu deems it a dcfilement to eat and drink

with those of his countrymen belonging to a lower rank, or with for

eigners. Admitted to a mixed Lodge he would necessarily consider

himself polluted by receiving food at the hands of a brother Mason.

Such an one, therefore, according to the opinion of the writer in ques
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nies. The question is pertinently asked: “Can true brotherly love

exist between two men, one of whom looks down upon the other as an

outcast, and whose touch even in the Mason's grip would render puri

fication necessary.”

In closing his argument he states the case forcibly as follows:

“ Our contention is that the true spirit of Freemasonry is incompatible

with caste. And we firmly believe that the result of throwing open our

doors in recent years to caste Hindus has resulted in the deterioration

of the order in India.”

Of course there is the other side to be considered. Freemasonry

must bar out no man and no set of men on account of their religion.

The native Hindus, not idolaters, but believers in the God of Truth, are

eligible to make application for admission ; but if they are fast wedded

to a system of “ caste ” they would be poor material for any Masonic

Lodge to absorb.

[Written for Freemasons Repository.]

Freemasonry Exemplified.

’7' HE lessons taught in Freemasonry are, when properly impressed

.L: upon the mind of the novitiate, never wholly eradicated or

7' forgotten. They may at times be obscured or forgotten, but

like the sun, after it has been obscured by a cloud, it will again shine

forth in all its former splendor. How very important, therefore, that

the impression should be made upon the mind of the novitiate that it is

no idle ceremony he is passing through, and the instructions should be

given in such a manner as to make a deep and lasting impression upon

his mind and future conduct. They should never be communicated in

such a manner as to lead the novitiate to consider it only an idle cere—

mony, in which he was only an actor, and that it had no moral signifi

cance and was not intended as a rule and guide for his future conduct.

Very much depends upon the manner in which the instructions are

given, and Masters cannot be too careful in this respect. The incident

I am about to relate tends to show the importance and benefits that

may result from a proper appreciation of our Masonic duties and

obligations. The relation is given on the authority of Bro. Robert G.

Scott, Past Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Virginia, who stated

the facts. and said they could be vouched for by several persons then

living. The statement was made in Grand Lodge in 1845.

o
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During our last war with England a large detachment of the North

western army under the command of General Winchester was attacked

at the River Raisin by a superior British and Indian force. They made

a desperate resistance in the hope of receiving assistance. and slew a

large number of the enemy. Their ammunition being nearly expended

and all hope of succor given up, they surrendered upon the assurance

of their captors that the prisoners should be treated with humanity.

But they had scarcely laid down their arms when the Indians com

menced stripping them of their clothing. and beat and insulted those

who ventured to complain of this harsh treatment. At length the

passions of the Indians becoming excited. many of the Americans were

tomahawked and scalped. It was in the midst of such an exciting

scene that an Indian chief with a lofty bearing and an expression of

revenge and satisfaction plainly marked on his stoical countenance stood

and looked upon this scene of blood and carnage. Many of his best

warriors had fallen by the sure fire of the Kentucky rifiemen, and he

was chafed and maddened by the recent hot contest. In such a frame

of mind be discouraged not the bloody tragedy. But he starts, and

for an instant listens, and the rcveugcful expression is gone from

his countenance, and he hears sounds which he has heard before. He

hears the cry of a Mason and a Brother, and be instantly comprehends

and obeys the call for assistance. He springs from the cannon on

which he has been resting, and with the speed of the deer in his native

forest, he bounds among his warriors and followers with his tomahawk

uplifted. and with a look and gesture that were never disregarded by

his savage soldiers. his voice rings out in clarion tones the life-saving

command : “ Let the slaughter cease; kill no more white men.” This

chief was Tecumseh—a Mason not only in name but in deed. He had,

with two other distinguished chiefs of his tribe, been initiated into the

Order some years before. when on a visit to Philadelphia, and had

been much interested and pleased with the ceremonies, and had asked

many questions in regard to the Order that at first he did not under

stand.

Who can say in view of these facts that Masonry has no power for

good when it can control the savage in the midst of such scenes of

blood and carnage? When it is properly understood its influence can

hardly be estimated. A. J G.

ALBANY, N. Y., Oct. 16, 1894.
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Questions and énswsers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the REPOSITORY will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.-Em'roa.]

“Is Rev. Lucius R Paige, D.D., still living? If so, is he not the

oldest Mason in Massachusetts? Please answer in the Rsrosrroar.”

Our esteemed friend and brother is still living upon the earth. He

is in his ninety-third year. Dr. Paige was present at the session of the

Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, held in September, 1893, and on that

occasion made an address, a part of which is included in the printed

proceedings of that Grand Body. He said, referring to the question

proposed by our correspondent:

Some of my brethren have supposed me to be the “ oldest Mason ’

in Massachusetts; but I do not entertain that opinion. I think there

may be others still living who received the degrees before they were

conferred on me. I do not doubt, however, that I am one of the oldest.

I was made a Mason on the ninth of April, 1824. almost seventy years

ago, being then a “ sojourner ” at Little Falls, N. Y. As an “ object

lesson,” indicating the remoteness of that period, I may mention the

fact that although the sprinkling of gray hairs on the head of Bro.

Skinner, our reverend Grand Chaplain, gives him a somewhat vener

able appearance, I was a Mason ten days before he was born. And.

among other marks of antiquity which I bear, I may remind you that

since the deaths of R. '. W. '. Bros. Abraham A. Dame, Elcazer M. P.

Wells and George G. Smith. in 1878, almost fifteen years ago, I have

been the senior Permanent Member of this Grand Lodge. Moreover.

I think that I may reasonably claim seniority as a Past Master. On

the thirteenth day of September, 1826, sixty-seven years ago to-day.

and at about this hour in the afternoon, I was elected Master of lilount

Zion. Lodge. then located in Hardwick, my native town, but since

removed to Barre. 'I‘o-day, therefore, is to me a very interesting anni

versary. Perhaps others are still living in this jurisdiction who were

thus honored at an earlier date, but I doubt whether a single one can

be found.

Dr. Paige is an interested and intelligent Mason—a veteran crafts

man who passed through the furious tempest of anti-Masonry and

never faltered in his allegiance to the Institution. He is deservedly

honored and loved by his brethren.

“ What is a Lewis? How can the term he applied to a Mason? Is

it of present use and significance ?”

In Kenning’s Cyclopredia of Freemasonry the word lewis is defined
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as a technical term applicable to operative Masonry, viz: “ An iron

cramp inserted in a large stone, in a prepared cavity. for the purpose

of attaching it to a pulley, so that it may be lifted to its proper place,

or removed to a desired position.” It is of course a very old operative

Masonic contrivance, and was known to the Romans, and no doubt to

the Egyptians. The modern French name for it is “ louve,” and there

is no trace in the Norman French of the word “ levis,” from which

Mackey thinks it is derived. Symbolically the word is applied to the

eldest son of a Mason, whose duty it is to uphold and maintain his

father and mother in their age. The word “ Lewis,” as applied in Free

masonry. seems to have had its first use in the English Constitution of

1738, wherein allusion is made to the youthful Prince of Wales, and a

toast is drunk “ to the Lewis.” having the following response by chorus:

“ Now a Lewis is born, whom the world shall admire,

Serene as his mother, august as his sire."

The eldest son of a Mason. in some localities, was allowed to become

a member of the Fraternity at the age of 18 years. The word is now

but seldom used. There is no special recognition of a “ Lewis” in

American Masonry.

“ What are some of the distinguishing features of Freemasonry that

commend it to the favor of intelligent men? I am thinking of apply

ing for admission to this society, and I would like to know whether it

is anything more than a social club.”

Our friend should know that it takes a good deal of reading and

study to apprehend the system of Freemasonry. which includes so much

of symbolism and teaching related to various departments of truth and

to the right ordering of life. Yet there are distinctive features which

always appear in any expression of the Masonic system—in any clear

outlining of its character and purposes. So we should say that the

pervading quality of Freemasonry is love. It enforces and illustrates

a sympathetic and benevolent sentiment by which its members are

united in a true Fraternity. Another leading feature is its broad, un

sectarian principles and methods. It breaks down the dividing walls

of prejudices, and brings men into friendly, working accord, without

reference to their religious beliefs or the precise creeds they support.

Another element which pervades Freemasonry is the rendering of

benevolent service as between brother and brother in a quiet and un

ostentatious manner. “Let not thy right hand know what thy left

hand doeth,” has still some binding force among Craftsmen. Of

course these are but a few of the distinguishing features of Free

masonry.
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Editorial flutes.

IT is well known that the Roman Church, as represented by the Papal

Hierarchy. maintains an attitude of extreme hostility to Freemasonry.

Why is this attitude taken? Why should the authorities of the Roman

Church be so pronounced in their opposition to the Masonic Fraternity?

Why should the Pope send out his frequent denunciations of the Ancient

Craft Institution? “Is it.” asks an enquiring brother, “ because an

open Bible as the Rule of Life lies before the Worshipful Master while

the Lodge is at work? Or is it because the Papacy knows that this

compact body. extending over the whole world, with its noble charities

and true fraternity. can never be made subservient to its purposes?

Rome never tolerates what she cannot use for her own ends.” No

doubt the opposition of Papacy to Freemasonry may thus be accounted

for in part. The two systems do not harmonize, albeit there is a

resemblance between certain forms. methods, etc.. observed by the

Roman Church and the expression of Freemasonry along similar lines;

but practically there is a wide margin of ditference between the methods

of the Church of Rome and those approved by the Masonic Institution.

This fact should be recognized. As Masons we should discriminate in

our judgment between friends and foes, and act accordingly.

NOT by any means that we should turn bigots. or reply in an un

seemly manner to the attacks which Rome every now and then makes

upon Freemasonry. The dignity and usefulness of the Masonic Fra

ternity can be best maintained by preserving a discreet silence on the

part of its members, not meeting railing with railing. but going forward

calmly and steadfastly in those ways of individual and of associated

progress, which are made bright and clear in Masonic teachings. This

is the best course of procedure. and it will most effectually break the

attacks on Freemasonry, which come from Rome or any other source.

and justify our Institution in the estimate of an intelligent and fair

minded public.

Wasnme'rou AND LAFAYETTE were brothers-in-arms for a portion of

the term during which the struggle for independence was carried on.

These distinguished commanders were likewise brothers-in-Masonry.

both of them being ardently attached to the Fraternity. On the occa

sion of Lafayette's first visit to this country after the Revolution he

presented to Washington a beautifully embroidered Masonic apron

which had been wrought by the hand of Madame Lafayette. The
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Rough Ashlar states that this apron is still in existence, being carefully

preserved in the archives of Mount Neho Lodge, at Shepherdtown,

West Va. The apron is of white satin, fringed with black silk. with

the following Masonic emblems beautifully wrought in gold and silver

tissue: At the top is the cable-tow in festoon, then the gavel, square

and compasses, and over these, also forming compasses with their

staffs, the French and American flags. Where the flagstafi‘s intersect

are the skull and crossboncs, with the pilgrim's sword, and entwined

among these is a sprig of acacia. Now some of the black silk fringe is

missing, but the satin and embroidery are well preserved. The apron

was often worn by General Washington, and it remained in the family

as an heirloom until it was presented to Mount Nebo Lodge by Bro.

Thomas Hammond, who married a Miss Washington, and who was

initiated into the Lodge in 1815.

masonic Hews.

[The items that appear under this hcnd are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to " Mm

sonic News " shnll contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. \Vt- shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

lowing items from the report of the

address printed in the Fraternal News :

The first lodge in Hartford was

chartered in 1762, or 132 years ago.

The charter came from Jeremiah

Gridley, as Provincial Grand Master

of Masons in North America under

the Grand Lodge of England. The

Grand Lodge of Connecticut was

formed in 1783.

The first by-laws of Hartford Lodge,

adopted in 1762, contained some

quaint provisions, such as the follow

NEW ENGLAND.

New Masonic Temple at Hartford,

Conn.—~Laying of the Corner Stone.

The Grand Master of Masons in

Connecticut, Ms. W.'. Bro. Henry 0.

Warner, having the assistance of the

officers of the Grand Lodge, laid the

corner stone of a Masonic Temple in

Hartford, on September 22, 1894. The

ceremonies were witnessed by a nu

merous and interested audience. The

services included an historical address

delivered by W. Bro. Geo. ll. Hebnrd,

Esq._ which contained much interest

ing and suggestive information con

cerning Connecticut Freemasonry of

the last century. We glean the fol~

ing:

First—It is ordered that this lodge

meet every Wednesday evening till

the tnembers are good workmen.

Third—if any of the brethren should
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be so imprudent as to swear profaner

during lodge hours, he shall pay one

shilling lawful money to the treasurer

of the lodge, to be deposited in the

fund for the relief of poor brethren.

'J‘hirteeuth—'l‘he treasurer of the

lodge shall account onceiu six months,

and the snrplusage of all moneys in

hls hands shall be put into the chest,

in order to raise a fund for the relief

of poor brethren.

Fifteenth—Whoever promotes feuds

or animosities, or endeavors to disturb

the tranquillity of the lodge, shall

likewise be dealt by as sccmcth meet

unto the Master and his men.

There are now three Lodges in

Hartford, having collectively about 1,

200members. They are all in aprosper

ous condition; and the same may be

said of the other organizations repre

senting difl'erent departments of Free

masonry and 'l‘elnpl:|.|'y. With the ad

vantages and inspiration that will

come to the Craft by the erection of

the new 'l‘emple we may well believe

that they will soon enter upon an era

of increasing prosperity.

Masonic Home in Connecticut.

The proposed “ Home ’ for aged

and destitute Masons seems now to be

assured. After lunch study and dis

cussion of the matter, the Fraternity

in Connecticut have decided to estab

lish an asylum, or place of refuge and

rest for brethren who may require

such a home in their declining years,

and to maintain the same as a whole—

some ministry of beneficence. During

the last month the Masonic Charity

Foundation have bought 013 George

L. De Forest the Oneida Community

property at Wallingford, paying for

it 817,500. They will establish there

a home for aged and indigent Masons.

The property lies a little west of Wal

lingford and contains eighty-eight

acres. Community Hall, the building

on the place, has forty-two sleeping

rooms, and in addition three or four

smaller buildings. Under wise man

agement and with a generous support,

this Masonic Home will prove to be

a blessed haven of refuge for many a

poor and distressed brother Mason.

Laying of a Corner Stone at Rox

bury, Mass.

Exercises of a specially interesting

character were held on Saturday, Sep

tember 29, 1894, at the Masonic laying

of the corner stone of the new church

edifice now being erected by the First

Universalist Parish in Roxbury, Mass.

M.-. W.-. Bro. Otis E. Weld, Grand

Master of Masons in Massachusetts,

presided at the service and placed the

corner stone. Washington Lodge of

Roxbury, Wu. Bro. Albert E. Carr,

was present and performed escort duty

to the Grand Master and ofllcers of

Grand Lodge. Addresses suitable to

the occasion were delivered by Rev.

E. L. liexford. I). D., and Rev. James

De Normandic. l). D., and also by

Grand Master Weld. W. and Rev.

Bros. Edward A. Horton and Charles

A. Skinner, performed the duties of

Grand Chaplain. One noticeable fea

ture of the occasion was the “Blessing

of the (,Yorner Stone," by three child

ren of the Sunday school: Florence

H. Howe, Harold Sweetser and Della

L. Hamlin. 'l‘he libations of corn,

wine and oil, were poured respectively

by the Deputy Grand Master, R. W.

Bro. Henry G. Fay; the Senior Grand

Warden, R. W. Bro. William H. H.

Sonic; and the Junior G1 and Warden.

R. W. Bro. Charles S. Robertson. A

numerous assembly witnessed the

ceremony which was conducted in an

orderly manner and in accordance

with the usual ritual observed on such

occasions.
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A Sad Announcement.

The Recording Grand Secretary of

the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

R.-. Sereno Nickerson, acting

under direction of the M.'. W.'. Grand

Master, has issued the following

notice:

“ To all the Fraternity of Ancient

Free and Accepted Masons, to whom

these Presents shall come—You are

hereby notified that, at a Regular

Quarterly Communication of the M.

W. Grand Lodge of Massachusetts,

held in the City of Boston on the 12th

day of September, current, George H.

Earl, of Boston, and Gifford Horace

Greeley McGrew. of Cambridge, were

expelled from all the rights and privi

leges of Masonry. The Fraternity of

thisjurisdictiou are forbidden to hold

any Masonic intercourse whatever

with the persons above named, and all

other Brethren are cautioned to the

same effect. The W. Master of each

and every Lodge under the Jurisdic

tion of this Grand Lodge is directed

to cause this notice to be read in open

Lodge at the next Regular Monthly

Communication of the Lodge after the

receipt of this notice. By order of the

M. W. Grand Master.

(Signed) Seanno D. NICKERSON,

Recording Grand Secretary.”

The penalty is a severe one—no less

than the taking away from the breth

ren named all the rights and privileges

which they possessed as Masons. The

publicity which goes with the enforce

ment of the penalty, adds, if possible,

to its weight.

Death of Bro. Joseph K. Wheeler.

it is with a sorrowful feeling that

we make announcement of the death

of R.-. W.-. Bro. Joseph K. Wheeler

of Hartford. Conn. He came to the

end of his mortal being October 10,

1894, after a long and painful illness.

He was Grand Secretary of the Ma

sonic Grand Bodies of Connecticut,

and writer of correspondence for the

Grand Lodge and the Grand Com

mandery. He was justly prominent

as a citizen and as a member of the

Masonic Fraternity.

He was born in Bloomfield, Conn.,

on the 27th of August, 1834, and was

christened Joseph Kellogg, the last

name indicating the line of descent on

his mother‘s side. Though the Kellogg

family his genealogy is traced to

Samuel Kellogg, one of three brothers

who came to this country from Scot

land in 1660. His ancestors on the

Wheeler side were among the early

settlers in Keene, N. H., the record

going back to Abraham Wheeler, who

was of Welsh parentage.

Bro. Wheeler was a thoughtful,

studious boy, and though he was not

privileged to graduate from a college

and enter upon a professional career,

he yet gathered very considerable ac—

quisitions of learning. He came to

Hartford in 1854 and engaged in busi

ness in that city. He was made a

Master Mason in St. John’s Lodge,

Hartford, May 30, 1860. His Masonic

progress was rapid. He passed

through all the various departments

and was created a Grand Inspector

General, 33", in Boston, Mass., May

18, 1865. He was elected Grand Sec

retary of the Grand Lodge of Conecti

cut, May 8, 1867, and a few years later

was elected Grand Secretary of the

Grand Chapter and Grand Recorder

of the Grand Commandery. These

oflices engrossed all his time and atten

tion. By his faithful and intelligent

performance of the duties thus im

posed he has rendered a valuable ser

vice to the interests of Freemasonry

and Templary in Connecticut. He

was a. worthy and true man, who

gained many friends by his manifesta

0
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tion of a gentle and noble character,

and his expression of the qualities

that adorn a genuine craftsman. He

will be remembered and mourned by

hosts of friends.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Laying of 2. Corner Stone at Pough-'

keepsie, N. Y.

The corner stone of a new Masonic

Hall, now building at Poughkeepsie,

N. Y., was laid with the usual Masonic

ceremonies on 'chnesday, Oct. 17th

ultimo. R.'. W.'. Bro. Edward H. L.

Ehlers, Grand Secretary of theGrand

Lodge of New York ofiiciated, having

been deputized by Grand Master

Hodge to have the direction of the

services. There was a large attend

ance and a gratifying manifestation of

interest on the part of Masons and the

public. We are glad to chronicle the

erection of a fine building for Masonic

purposes at Poughkeepsie. There is

much of Masonic history, full of in

terest, in the city of Poughkeepsie,

and the country round about. The

days of the Revolution made the spirit

at Poughkeepsie memorable, and the

Masonic Lodge at that place has a

record of enviable glory.

Pennsylvania Masonic Home.

This beneficent institution estab

lished at No. 3333 North Broad Street,~

Philadelphia, is accomplishing its de

signed service of fraternal ministry.

The monthly meeting of the board of

managers, held at the Home on Mon

day evening, October 12th ultimo,

was of special interest because of the

forward movements decided upon. A

new and more commodious building

is to be erected, and it is expected that

work upon the same will soon com

mence. It is anticipated that generous

gifts for the Home will be made on

“Donation Day," Jan. 1, 1895. The

’eg/stonc says: “As the committee on

Donation Day are also the committee

on the erection of the New Building,

and that they may be enabled to pro

ceed with its erection as speedily as

possible, Brethren intending to make

donations will do well to anticipate

and not wait until Donation Day to

make them.”

THE WEST.

Visiting Masons in North Dakota.

The Grand Lodge of North Dakota

proposes to exercise oversight over all

brethren, residing temporarily in that

jurisdiction, as will be seen by the fol

lowing resolution: “That all visiting

resident Masons shall furnish to the

Master of the particular lodge under

whose jurisdiction such sojourning

Mason is holden, once each year, docu

mentary evidence to the Master of

such lodge that he has paid his dues to

or is in good standing in the lodge

from which he hails. And it is hereby

made the duty of the Worshipfnl Mas

ter of each particular lodge within this

grand jurisdiction to see such evidence

is furnished to him as above required."

if the above will furnish a remedy

for the evil of non-aliiliation. it is in

deed a move in the right direction.

At any rate under the resolution in

quiry will be made of every known

brother sojourning in North Dakota

as to whether or not he is maintaining

good standing in his lodge Matters

will be brought to his attention, which

else might be forgotten, and the over

sight will be helpful in many ways.

An Additional Ceremony.

At the last annual connnunieation

of the Grand Lodge of Utah, a signet
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ring was presented to the Grand

Lodge by the retiring Grand Master,

his intention being that the ring

should be held in possession of the

Grand Master while in office, and used

on ofl‘lcla] documents and transmitted

to his successor at his installation. It

is a heavy gold ring, Bechoir mount

ing, gray and dark onyx top, upon

which is engraved in a scroll, “Grand

Master of Utah.” and a significant

lion‘s paw underneath. The ring was

accepted with an understanding that

it should be transmitted from each

Grand Master to his successor in

oflico, and be devoted to the purposes

indicated by the giver. A brief cere

mony of transmission, said to be very

impressive, was also approved by the

Grand Lodge.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Ohio.

The annual conclave of this organ

ization was held at Cleveland, October

3 and 4, 1894. It was numeroust at

tended and the report of the meetings

shows that much interest was taken

in the proceedings. Charters were

granted to two new commanderies,

Jackson, No. 53. stationed at Jackson,

and Ivanhoe, No. 54, stationed at Van

Wert. The exhibit of the condition of

the Order, as furnished by Grand

Recorder Bell, is as follows: Member

ship, August, 1893. 7,376; created dur

ing the past year, 368; admitted, 106;

reinstated. 53; total, 7,903. With

drawn. 141; died, 97; dropped, non

payment of does, 92; suspended. un

masonic conduct, 2; expelled, 5; total,

337. Membership, August 1, 1894,

7,566, a net gain of 190. The election

resulted in the choice of the following

named Sir Knights for the positions

designated: John A. Warner, Ports

mouth, Grand Commander; John P.

McCune, Columbus, Deputy Grand

Commander; Barton Smith, 'l‘oledo,

Grand Generalissimo; Robert V.

Hampson, Salem, Grand Captain Gen

eral; Thomas J. Melish, Cincinnati,

Grand Prelate; Stephen P. Sands,

Cincinnati, Grand Senior Warden;

Horace A. Bradbury, Gallipolis, Grand

Junior Warden; J. Burton Parsons,

Cleveland, Grand Treasurer; John

Nelson Bell, Dayton, Grand Recorder;

Arthur B. Foster, Cleveland, Grand

Standard Bearer; William L. Bates,

Dayton, Grand Sword Bearer; William

'1‘. McLean, Sidney, Grand Warder;

Jacob Randall, Waynesville, Grand

Captain of the Guard. ‘

Grand Council of Minnesota.

At the twenty-fifth annual assembly

of the Grand Council of Royal and

Select Masters of Minnesota, held at

St. Paul, Oct. 8. 1894, the following

named officers were duly elected and

installed for the ensuing year: John

B. West, St. Paul, Gr. Master; A.

Brandenburg, Fergus Falls, Deputy

Gr. Master; John H. Randall, Minne

apolis, l’r. Conductor; Giles W. Mer

rill, St. Paul, Grand Treasurer; and

Thomas Montgomery, St. Paul, Grand

Recorder. Minnesota has nine coun

cils, with 754 members. The 'l‘reas

urer‘s report showed a balance of

$900.11 on hand. Only routine busi

ness was transacted.

THE SOUTH.

Movement for a Masonic Home in

Alabama.

Alabama has some eleven thousand

Masons, and they seem animated by a

benevolent and progressive spiritjudg

ing by recent action taken in the

Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction,

with respect to the establishing of a

Masonic Home. The report on the
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subject, presented by an able commit

tee, at the recent annual communica

tion, gave strong arguments in favor

of the movement proposed. The com

mittee, among other declarations,

said: “ We have heretofore thought

that the success of the Home was by

no means assured, but since we have

seen the action of the great body of

Masons in Kentucky when voting on

the question of an increase of dues to

be devoted to the Home, and the im

mense majority of both lodges and

membership in its favor, we no longer

doubt." This shows how the action of

one State afleets another, and that a

good example of beneficent service

does not pass unnoticed. A forward

movement in one jurisdiction is felt

all along the line.

The Masonic Situation in North

Carolina.

According to the last printed pro

ceedings of the Grand Lodge of North

Carolina, it would seem that a revival

of interest in matters Masonic is called

for in that jurisdiction. The reports

show the following figures: There

are 284 chartered Lodges in North

Carolina, including three Lodges un

der Dispensation. Of these the num

ber of Lodges at work is 275, leaving

nine unaccounted for. 239 Lodges

made returns for the year—forty—five

Lodges made no returns. Only 145

Lodges were represented, leaving 139

unrepresented. The number of Masons

returned in 1892 was 8,783. The num

ber in 1893, was 8,654. Evidently there

is a lack of interest. A revival is

needed and will no doubt come at an

early day. North Carolina is one of

those states within which are too many

weak and struggling Lodges. Prob

ably it would be every way better if

some of these organizations were

struck from the roll, and if the con

solidation of others could be arranged.

ENGLAND. _

Removal of an Old Land-Mark in

London.

The London Daily Graphic in an in

teresting article recently published,

under the heading “vanishing Lon

don," notices the expected pulling

down during the present year of an

old Inn, viz., “The Goose and Grid

iron." This old hostelry, as an in

terested correspondent informs the

Graphic, is historically connected

with the Freemasons for, as most

reading members of the order know,

it was here, in the year 1717, that

Masonry was revived, and here the

very first Grand Lodge of England—

in fact, of the world—was founded.

At that time there were only four

lodges working in London. held, re

spectively, at the Goose and Gridiron,

referred to; the Crown, Parker’s

Lane, near Drury Lane; the Apple

Tree Tavern. Charles street Covent

Garden; and the Rulnmer and Grapes

Tavern, Channel Row, Westminster.

These four lodges were the pioneers

of English Freemasonry, and, to turn

to an old book, it is recorded :— “ On

St. John Baptist’s Day, 1717, the As

sembly and Feast were held at the

aforesaid Goose and Gridiron. The

oldest Master Mason, being in the

chair, proposed a list of candidates,

and the brethren, by a majority of

hands, elected Mr. Anthony Sayer

Grand Master of Masons, who was

forthwith congratulated, invested, in

stalled, and homaged, and then his

worship commanded the masters and

wardens of lodges to meet the grand

officers every quarter in communica

tion, at the place he should appoint."

The correspondent furnishing this in

formation adds: “I think am cor

rect in saying that the Goose and

Gridiron is the last of these four old

Taverns."
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR1694-95.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Elisha H. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Grand Master.

. Edward P. Lowden, No. 10, Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

William H. Crawley, No. 3, Warren. Senior Grand Warden.

. Cyrus M. Van Slyck, No. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

. Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

Milton Livsey, No. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Frederick G. Stiles, No. 87, Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

. J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Pbenix, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Arthur H. Armington, N0. 21, Providence. Fourth Dist D. G. Master.

. Charles 8. Manchester. No 4, Providence, Fifth Dist. D. G. Muster.

v. and W. Henry W. Rugg. D. D., No. 1. Providence, Grand Chaplain.

Albert H. Williams, No. 37, Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howard Walker, No. 10, Pawtucket, Junior Grand Deacon.

. Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Senior Grand Steward.

. Joseph M. Bates. No. 24, Central Falls. Junior Grand Steward.

. Philip S. Chase, No. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

. William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Grand Sword Bearer.

. James E. Tillinghast, N0. 27. Providence, Grand Pursuivant.

. Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

asses

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry C. Armstrong.

FOREIGN coaaasronnaucs.

W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

W. J. M. Addeman,

eruarsas AND BY-LAWE.

rpentcr, R. W. George N. Bliss,

R. W. J. Howard Manchester.

oaam) orrrcaas’ REPORTS.

M. W. Edward L. Freeman, M. W. Newton D Arnold,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. Ackley. M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman White.

. Henry W. Rugg.

W. Edwin Baker, W. W. H. Scott.

R. W. George M. Ca
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS.

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin Mv Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunee.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VIBITATION, ETC.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawlucket;

Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence;

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centredale; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alban's Lodge, No. 6, Bristol; St.

Paul's Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18. Greenville; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene : Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodg , No. 5, Wickford; Harmony Lodge. No. 4, Pawtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11. East Greenwich; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville; Charity Lodge, No. 28, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13,

Woonsockct; St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge. No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdalc; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Ma

sonic District, and to be under the cure of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington.

Friendship Lodge. No. 7, Chcpachet; Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22, Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence ; Nes‘

lell Lodge, No. 37, Providence ; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

be under the cure of B. W District Deputy Grand Master Charles B. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, November, 1894.

[This list is intended to include meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

those held in Providence. We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate list for each month.—Emron.]

St. John’s Lodge. No. 1. Newport, Monday Evening. November 12.

Newport Royal Arch Chapter, Tuesday Evening. November 27.

St. Paul's Lodge. No. 14. Newport. Monday Evening, November 19.

Washington Commandery. Newport. Wednesday Evening, November 21.

Washington Lodge, No. 3. Warren. Tuesday Evening, November 13.

Temple Royal Arch Chapter, Warren, Wednesday Evening, November 14.

Washington Lodge. No. 5. Wickford. Monday Evening, November 12

St. Alban's Lodge, No. 6, Bristol, Wednesday Evening. November 16.

Hope Chapter, No. 6. Bristol, Monday Evening, November 5.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7. (lhepnchct, Saturday Evening, November 10.

Mount Moriah Lodge. No. 8. Lime Rock, Friday Evening, November 9.

Harmony Lodge, No 9, Pawtnxet, Tuesday Evening. November 13

Union Lodge, No 10, intucket, Wednesday Evening, November 7.

Barney Merry Lodge. No. 29, Pawtucket. Monday Evening, November 26.

Puwlucket Royal Arch Chapter. No. 4, Wednesday Evening, November 14.

Pawtucket. Council, No. 2, R. & b‘. M.. Monday Evening, November 5.

Holy Sepulchre ()ommnndery, Pawtucket, Friday Evening. November 16

King Solomon’s Lodge, No, 1 l, EastGreenwich. Tuesday Evening, November 13.

Manchester Lodge, No. 12, Anthony, Friday Evening, November 9v

Morning Star Ludgc. No. 13, Woonsocket. 'l‘hursday Evening. November 8

Union Royal Arch Chapter, No. 6, Woonsocket, Monday Evening. November 5.

Woonsocket Comma'ndery, Woonsocket, Tuesday Evening, November 13.

Hamilton Lodge, No. 16, (llayville. Saturday Evening, November 10.

Warwick Lodge, No. 16. Phenix, Thursday Evening. November 8.

Landmark Royal Arch Chapter. No. 10, Phenix. Friday Eveningv November 16.

Temple Lodge, No. 18. Greenville, Saturday Evening. November 17.

Franklin Lodge, No. 20, Westerly. Tuesday Evening, November 6.

Narragansett Commandery, Westerly, Monday Evening, November 5.

Eureka Lodge. No. 22. Portsmouth, Tuesday Evening. November 6

Aquidneck Royal Arch Chapter. Portsmouth, Monday Evening, November 5.

Charity Lodge, No 23, Hope Valley. Thursday Evening. November 8.

Franklin Royal Arch Chapter, Hope Valley. Wednesday Evening, November 14.

Scitunte Royal Arch Chapter. Saturday Evening. November 24.

.lenks Lodge, No, 24, Central Falls. Monday Evening, November 19.

Hope Lodge, No. ‘25, Wakefield. Wednesday Evening, November 7.

Granite Lodge. No. 26. Harrisville, Saturday Evening. November 17.

lonic Lodge. No. 28 Greene. Friday Evening. November 9.

Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30. East Providence, Friday Evening. November 23.

Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, New Shoreham, Saturday Evening, November 10.

Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32. (.Yentredale. Saturda Evening, November 10.

Unity Lodge, No. 34, Lonsdale, Tuesday Evening, ovember l3.

Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn. Wednesday Evening, November 19.

Ueblois Council. No. 5, Newport, Tuesda Evening. .

Webb Council, No 3. Warren, Tuesday vening, November 20.

Bristol Lodge, North Attleboro', Mass, Tuesday‘ Evening, November 18.

Bristol Commandery, North Attleboro', Mass. riday Evening. November 16.

Sutton Commandery, New Bedford. Mass.. Thursda Evening, November 15.

Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery, Fall River, was, Monday Evening,

November 19.

Van Rensclaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. Tuesday Evening, November 18
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Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR NOVEMBER,1894.

St. John’s Lodge. No 1. Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday, November 21.

Mount Vernon Lodge. No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, “ 1.

What Cheer Lodge. No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Fridny, “ 2.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tuesday, “ 13.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday, “ l2.

OrpheusLodge.No 36 .. .. .......Wednesday, “ 14.

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, “ 8.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter. No. l. . . .. . . . . . . . . .Thursday, " 15.

Providence Council, Cryptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday. “ 9.

St. John's Commandery. No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . .Monday, " 5.

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘nesday. “ 6.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wedncsday. " 26.

Adelphoi Lodge. No. 23. meets at its Hall. North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday. “ 6.

fihnde Island and igiioinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear

Secretaries and other officers of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren. are invited and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, nollces, etc.. received by the Editor not later than

the 20th of any month will find place in the issue of the month next following. the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.l

Interesting exercises connected with the laying of the corner-stone of the

new Primitive Methodist Church edifice, Providence, were held on the church

site, Ruggles street, on Tuesday October 9th ultimo. The prescribed ritual for

such a service was followed in the main, and the ceremony enacted under the

direction of M. W. Grand Master Elisha H. Rhodes did not lack impressiveness.

W. Bro. William H. Scott delivered the “ Eulogy on Masonry ;" and Bro. Mac

dongall gave direction to the choir which furnished appropriate music. His

Excellency, Bro. D. Russell Brown, the Governor of Rhode Island, assisted

Grand Master Rhodes in the ceremonies of placing the corner~stone.

Tm: MASONIC VETERAN ASSOCIATION OF RIIODE ISLAND, enjoyed a

“ Field Day ” at Rhodes-on-the-I’awtuxet, on Thursday. September 27, 1894.

The day was favorable and the attendance large. The annual meeting took

place on Friday evening October 19th ultimo, at Freemasons Hall, Providence.

Some eighty brethren gathered about the tables at the call of the “ Venerable

Chief," 001. James H. Armington, who presided with his accustomed grace

both at the business meeting and the supper table. His cordial address to the

newly admitted members was listened to with close attention. The evening

was one of much satisfaction to the veterans who were thus brought together

and privileged to renew the fellowship of their old time acquaintance.

THE GRAND COMMANDERY of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, held its

annual conclave in Boston on Thursday, Oct. 25th ultimo. too late to allow 01!

a report of its proceedings in this number of the REPOSITORY. By the returns

made to the Grand Recorder. Em. Sir Knight B. W. Rowell, it appears that

Templary in thisjurisdiction has had a year of great prosperity. The aggre

gate membership oif the forty-five subordinate commanderies is 10,384. a gain

of five per cent for the last year. Six hundred and ninety-three Companions

were knighted in the jurisdiction during the year included in the report. Ac

cording to the figures of Sir Knight Howell, Pennsylvania ranks first in point

of numbers, Massachusetts and Rhode Island second, and New York third.
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The Rassing gears.

'l‘hey’re passing away, these swift, sweet years,

Like a leaf on the current cast;

With never a break in the rapid flow,

We watch them as one by one they go

Into the beautiful past.

As light as the breath of the thistledown,

As foud as a lover‘s dream,

As pure as the flush in the sea-shell‘s throat,

As sweet as the wood-bird’s wooing note.

So tender and sweet they seem.

One, after another we see them pass

Down the dim-lighted stair;

We hear the sound of their steady tread

In the steps of centuries long since dead.

As beautiful and as fair.

There are only a few years yet to love;

Shall we waste them in idle strife? ‘

Shall we trample under our ruthless feet

These beautiful blossoms, rare and sweet,

By the dusty ways of life?

There are only a few swift years. 0h, let

N0 envious taunts be heard.

Make life‘s fair pattern of rare design,

And fill up the measure with love‘s sweet wine,

But never an angry word.

—Srlected.
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The IQI-ecphgte.

A TALE or THE sscarxr oamcn 0F PYTHAGORAS.

" HE first rays of the rising sun were gilding the marble palaces
I and temples of Crotona, when Heros and his companions. fresh

from the wine_house and the stews. frightened the silence of

the blushing morn by their loud jests and hacchanalian songs. The

careful citizen. starting from his slumber, prayed Minerva. that his sons

might not resemble Heros; the virgin. who had gazed upon him with

enamored eyes. vowed a wreath to Juno to incline the libertine to mar

riage; while the aged augur. employed at that early hour in decorating

the temples for the morning sacrifice. scowled after him. and prophesied

evil. Reckless alike of censure or esteem, the mad troop bounded on.

appearing in their flowing garments and flower-crowned brows. more

like a band of specters than children of the earth. At length they

reached the building where Pythagoras. who had fled from his native

Samos. disgusted with the tyranny of Polycrates, taught that system

of philosophy which has rendered his name immortal. Even at that

early hour his school was thronged with pupils, who formed a circle

round their inspired master. so wrapped in his discourse, so mute and

breathless. that they more resembled a group of statuary from the

chisel of the divine Praxiteles than an assembly of living men. The

subject of his discourse was the then mysterious science of Geometry,

the knowledge of which he had acquired in his travels through Egypt

and Judea. and which 'veilerl in. allegory and symbols, he taught his more

favored disciples. In the midst of his lecture. the propriety of the as

sembly Was disturbed by the nnceremonious entrance of Heros and his

companions who. reckless and eager for the sport. thought to confound

the philosopher, and turn his doctrine into mirth. Pythagoras received

them with an undismayed countenance. and perceiving their design. re

solved. by changing the subiect of his lecture. to shame them, if pos

sible. from the vice to which they were the slaves.

“Drunkenness,” he exclaimed, “ye men of Crotona. is alike the

grave of manhood and virtue; the homicide of reason—0f that noble

faculty which the gods have given to mankind to distinguish them from

the creatures of the field: but. alas! how is their benevolence wronged

by its perversion ! How often is society outraged by the folly and

madness of the wine-cup. and man. the nearest to the gods. in wisdom.

strength and beauty. by his own act, by the indulgence of the worst of
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vices, degraded to the level of the brute! We see them in our streets,

the scofl’ of childhood, the scorn of the wise, the inferior of the slave.

While such men exist in Crotona, the altars of Bacchus need no heca

tomb; gal-landed for the sacrifice, the herd of voluntary beasts are

waiting at his temple.”

The clear voice and dignified manner of the sage gave strength to

his words. Heros hung his head in shame, and silently removed the

garland from his brow.

" What,” hiccupped Theon. one of his dissolute companions, who

had observed the action, " shamed by the scolding of a man, who rails

against the pleasures of the world, because he is past their enjoyment,

or has found them sour? Still silent? Art thou a man, and suffer a

torrent of epithets to overwhelm thee. drowned in expletives? Well,

be it so. Let us leave him, friends, to turn sophist; in thy present

mood, I’ll have no more of him or thee; the fit will soon pass, and thou

wilt find us at the house of the courtesan, Lais; her smiles will dispel

the fumes of the wine. and soon unphilosophise thee."

With these words, the drunken Theon and his friends departed from

the hall, leaving Heros alone with the moralist and his disciples. For

hours the abashed youth sat with his face veiled in his robe, listening to

the wisdom of Pythagoras with attentive care, and reflecting with bit

terness upon the folly of his past life; his name stained with excess,

his means impaired; the noble aim, the purpose of his being defeated

and destroyed. The instruction for the morning being ended. one by

one the disciples bowed to their master, and left his presence in rever

ential silence. . The sage was at last about to depart, when Heros, fall

ing on his knee, caught him by the garment.

“ What wouldst thou?" demanded the surprised philosopher: “ this

house is not a vinter’s nor are those who are its inmates thy compan

ions. The residence of Luis is in the street where stands the Huspital ;

if thou art incapable of reaching it, a porter for hire will convey thee

to her door.”

“ Father,” exclaimed the youth, wounded by the severity of his man

ner, “ I ahjure such pleasure! I would learn truth; teach me thy wis

dom.”

“ It is the wine-cup speaketh, sternly rejoined Pythagoras; " truth

is an element too pure for thy vitiated taste. Wisdom to thee l-wis~

dom to the drunkardl—as well might you otfer grim Pluto’s sacrifice

upon the altar of Olympian Jove, and deem the rites accepted. Fare

well.”

“ Stay yet one moment,” replied the suppliant. “Is the folly of

H
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youth to render of no effect the resolve of age; even the gods relent if

wooed with penitence. Wilt thou be less pitiful. father? Friend, re

jcet me not; lead me from ignorance to wisdom; from vice to virtue.”

The sage, attracted by the apparent earnestness of the youth, gazed

upon him for a few moments. as if to read his very soul. “ I remem

ber," he at last exclaimed, “ during the Trojan war. thou wert shield

bearer to the valiant and royal Agamemnon, and wert slain by an arrow

from the walls , evil and good were mingled in thee—thou art still the

same, I find. Dost thou not remember me? I then was Euphorbus."

Heros listened in astonishment, never having heard before of the

sage's doctrine of the transmigration of the soul.

“ Thou art strangely surprised, I see," continued Pythagoras. “Alas!

for the unrestrained indulgence of thy passions, wert thy soul chastened

by temperance. thy mind fortified by wisdom, the past, which now ap

pears as the page, blank and unlettered. would be as clear as the bright

sun; but now the earthly particles of thy name prevail, and vice and

intemperance obscure it.”

“Tell me," exclaimed the bewildered youth, “ how may I hope to

obtain such wondrous knowledge?”

“ By silence and patience,” replied the philosopher. “ No words,"

he continued, laying his finger upon his lip; “ obey me—await my hour,

and depart."

Silent and thoughtful, Heros sought his home ; a few hours had

changed him. The intoxicating pleasure that hitherto had held his soul

in chains, debasing its action, crushing its nohler energies, be deter

mined should be cast ofi' forever.

“ The cup, the midnight revel." he exclaimed, “ shall be exchanged

for wisdom; like an unseemly garb I cast aside the vices of youth, and

clothe myself anew.”

Months passed away, and Heros still adhered to his resolution. Night

found him at his studies. and morning stimulated him but to fresh ex

ertion : still the expected summons from the sage came not; and, with

the impatience of youth, be deemed himself forgotten, or held unworthy

of his instruction. The report of his altered mode of life soon spread

through the city; but when they heard it, old men shook their heads,

and exclaimed. that he would break out again more furious than the un

tamed colt; more drunk than ever.

His companions, angry at being denied admittance at his door,

sneered, and declared he had a fever; but all joined in the opinion,

that his present change of life was but the mask for some fresh folly.

The day of the city festival at last arrived and Heros once more
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mingled with his fellow citizens; it being an occasion on which he could

not be absent. without dishonor. Instead of the loose. festiVe garments

he had hitherto worn. he appeared in a robe of unbleached wool. care

fully girded round his person ; while with an ivory stafi' he guided his

steps with decent gravity. On his entrance into the assembly. the old

men scoffed at him. and refused him his seat amongst them. exclaim

ing: “ Who is this in the garb of a sage ?—the drunkard Heros l—back,

your place is not here.”

Instead of resenting this marked insult with the intemperance that

had formerly characterized him. he meekly bowed his head. saying.

that youth was honored in the reproof of age. The young men of his

own standing. emboldened by the example of their elders. refused to

receive him. reviling him as a hypocrite; even the maidens. who had

formerly courted his smile. thinking to gratify their parents by a dis

play of modesty. drew their veils closely as he passed them. Heros

looked around. no one smiled upon him ; none moved for him ; shamed

at length with being the object of public gaze, he quietly seated him

self at the foot of the assembly.

Pythagoras. who with his disciples had been honored with a public

seat. beheld the conduct of Heros with secret satisfaction. and, ad

vancing in the center of the assembly. exclaimed aloud. “ Know. 0 ye

men of Crotona. that humility is the first step to wisdom ;" and giving

his hand to the overwhelmed but delighted youth. he led him to a seat

amongst his pupils. The citizens loudly applauded the judgment of

the sage, exclaiming, “ Hail to Pythagoras! honor to the victor of the

Olympic games!” The ceremonies of the day passed on. and Heros

had the satisfaction of twice laying the prize of his skill at the feet of

his distinguished master.

Pythagoras demanded from his disciples a no-vitiute office years. be

fore he admitted them to participation of the higher mysteries of his

science. The reformed Heros had. for as long a period. been one of

the most zealous of his pupils; the first to await his instruction. the

last to depart. As the favored of the philosopher. the good no longer

shunned him, men’s tongues were loud in his praise; and he waited im

patiently for the hour that was to admit him to a participation of the

knowledge his soul thirsted to attain.

Returning from the contemplation of the heavenly system. whose

many worlds proclaim the existence of the Eternal. he encountered a

party of his former dissolute companions. with Thcon at their head.

The wine-cup had been drained. and the madness of its strength was

manifest in their actions. ' ‘
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" What," exclaimed Theon. scornfully, " virtue and philosophy at

this late hour. A convert, friends, a convert—Minerva is deserted,

Venus is now the ascendant star.”

With shouts of obscene laughter, the drunkards surrounded the ob

ject of their sport, taunting him with their jests.

" Let me pass,” said Heros, " our paths are difl'erent; why should

there be strife between us?"

“ One cup-one strain. and you are free.”

“ And so forfeit all I have labored to attain ?_never! You may per

secute, insult, destroy me, but ne'er again reduce me to a level with

yourselves. The drunkard’s vice is——”

-‘ Listen to the sage,” interrupted Theon, “ or rather to the hypo

crite—he blasphemes the rites of Bacchus; let him beware of the god’s

revenge."

Unmoved by his patience, the drunken Crotonians danced round him

in drunken revel; striking him with their garlands, and even inflicting

more serious injuries with their feruled staves. Tired of the exercise,

they at last paused.

“ Wilt thou yet drink?” exclaimed the chief of his tormentors, pre~

senting a cup of wine. “One libation in honor of the insulted god,

and you may depart."

Heros rejected the insidious offer.

*- This scorn is well," sneered the vindictive Theon ; “ since you re

ject the pledge of friendship, receive the effect of hate.” And falling

upon him with their weapons, they left him bruised and bleeding upon

the earth.

The wounds Heros received bore testimony to his virtue, and Pytha

goras resolved no longer to delay his initiation, but prepared to cele

brate the event with becoming splendor. The report soon spread through

the city, and the people prepared for the event as for a festival.

* * a= 4r * * * a:

" What i" exclaimed Theon, who, with his friends were assembled at

the house of Luis, " Heros received into the order of philosophers

public honors to him—the pattern of debauchery—the promoter of every

mischief ?"

'- Ay. but he is changed.” replied one: “ hath grown studious; for

these five years past held himself aloof from all such vices; condemns

them as we can witness."

" No matter," said Theon, “I will not do him reverence, or give

place to him in the assembly of the citizens—never. Lais," he contin

ued, “ he was once thy slave; exert thy spells; out of thy woman's



FREEMASONS REPOSITORY. 1 19

wit invent some plan to change his purpose—to cover him with shame

instead of honor; and a hundred golden pieces shall requite the task."

Lais accepted the glittering reward; and it was resolved that a last

attempt should he made to shake the constancy of the neophyte. Lais

was young. and to the voluptuous beauty of a matured person added

the dangerous fascination of wit and grace. Her pride had been piqued

by the desertion of fierce. and she prepared for the attempt with a

strong desire of success. and confidence of her powers.

“ Let him but gaze upon my form. drink the dark luster of my eyes,

or listen to my passionate breathing lay and he is my slave forever."

The confederates applauded her resolution. and. as they gazed upon

the animated temptress. exulted in the confidence of success. Heros

kept the vigil of his initiation in the temple of Minerva. rohcd in white,

and crowned with the acanthus-flower-_he knelt before the awful shrine

of the goddess. whose statue frowned in stately majesty upon her sup

pliants. Half the night had passed in solitude and prayer. yet the

neophyte still knelt. motionless as the statues around him ; the dim light

from the perfumed lamps faintly showing the slender marble columns.

and gilding‘ with a silvery tint, their delicately carved capitals; before

an arch, which led to the secret recesses of the temple. hung a richly

embroidered veil of the prismatic colors. having in its center a golden

triangle. The meditations of Heros were disturbed by the faint tone

of a lute, struck with a master hand so soft and sweet. that nought

could live between its sound and silence.

“ Do I dream?" he exclaimed ; " or have my senses indeed become

refined to that which is not earthly? Nearer and nearer comes the

sound. I am lost in melody.”

As he spoke. the strain increased in power, and a voice of sweetness

accompanied the instrument to the following words:

“ Drink of my cup—the am‘ranth flower,

That in its golden bosom lies,

I pluck’d in that eternal bower

Where love ne'er fades and hope ne‘er dies.

“ Drink of my cup-the gift I bring,

Is light—ls life—eternal gain;

"l‘was drawn at that immortal spring.

Whose waters we can never drain.“

As the strain concluded. a cloud of rich perfume filled the temple,

and a female figure. bearing a golden cup. advanced toward the aston

ished Heros; a silver veil floated over her form, sufficiently transparent



120 FREEMASONS REPOSITORY.

to display the most perfect symmetry; gems of value hung upon her

naked arms and feet; with bewitching grace, she presented to the

trembling neophyte her insidious gift.

“ Immortality! " he exclaimed; “ Can it be? Am I deemed worthy

the eternal boon? Spirit—goddess! ” whate’er thou art, in mercy to

my bewildered senses, repeat thy promise !—tell me !”

“ Drink of my cup,” exclaimed the figure, " and pleasure—immor

tality is thine! The lip of beauty and the praise of men; the juice of

earth, the honors of the world—all that men prize and seek."

“ Thou meanest not virtue," replied the doubting Heros.

“Virtue!” said the disguised courtezan “What is virtue? The

prejudice of age—the dream of the philOsopher—the scorn of the really

wise. The only good is pleasure; that thou mayest prove.”

" Never, if it must be purchased at such a price! Take back that

gift.”

"Cold. unfeeling man!” exclaimed Luis, casting aside her veil;

" princes have sued for my favors. yet have I cast aside my sex's pride

to woo thee, cold one! to my arms. Heros, am I rejected? ”

The melting look which accompanied these words, touched the heart

of fierce; he feared to gaze upon her beauties, yet his resolution

changed not.

-‘ Leave me," he said firmly, and with averted glance; “ I am

devoted to a better choice—virtue. I can have nought with thee."

Lais, determined to try the blandishment of her person. caught him

by the robe, and casting her ivory arms around his neck, turned her

gemmed eyes on his.

" Now, then, leave me if thou canst! for thee I will resign all other

lovel—Thy heart shall be my home—thy bread my life !—Leave this

dull temple and the coming rites; and let this kiss be the fond seal of

our eternal union.”

Heros felt his resolution wavering, but with one strong effort, he cast

her from him ; and calling on Minerva for aid, rushed to the possession

of her altar. At the same instant the veil fell to the earth, and Pytha

goras, attended by the initiated, entered the temple. .Lais fled to her

disappointed confederates.

“ Well, my son.” exclaimed the philosopher, “ thou hast proved thy

claim to be admitted into our Order. Thy trials are past—thy virtue

shall be rewarded. A bride immortal awaits thee, to whom thy happi

ness—thy life shall now be consecrated ; within whose arms treachery

can never lie,—disappointment can never reach there—her name is

Purity, the daughter of Love and 'I‘auru."’—Masonic Selections.
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The First [Sup of (Sufi-cc.

 

the Bibliotheque Nationals there is a manuscript (near the

[gin end of the sixteenth century), written by an Arab Abdelcader,

‘__:l who declares that cofl’ee was drunk for the first time in Arabia

in the middle of the fifteenth century. Others think that certain re

marks in Persian writing imply that coti‘ee was used in Persia as early

as the ninth century ;_but most authors dispute these texts. It is com

monly supposed that the use of cofl‘ee in its earliest home, Abyssinia,

and in its second home, Arabia, is only five to six centuries old.

A legend says that the Angel Gabriel once, when Mohammad was

ill. brought him a cup of coffee. Another legend says that a Moham

medan monk discovered that his goats became very lively and full of

fun after they had eaten the fruit of the coffee tree. This observation

caused him to make the first cup of coffee. His Dervishes enjoyed the

cofl'ee. and ever afterward drank it at night to produce wakefulness.

when they kept vigils. Cautious historians laugh at these. traditions

and prefer to stand by Abdelcader's manuscript. This writer mentions

an Arab, Gcmaleddin, a judge in Aden, who, while traveling to Persia,

or, as the historians correct the manuscript. to Abyssinia. saw people

use coffee as medicine. He used it and was cured of a sickness. Later,

becoming a monk, he taught his brethren the use of coffee. It was,

then, in Aden that coffee-drinking originated. The Fakeers even make

coffee-drinking compulsory upon their neophytes. Public coffee. houses

originated in Aden, and very early in history. We do not find any op

position to the. use of coffee until the middle of the sixteenth century,

when the Egptian sultan sent a new governor, Chair-Bey to Mecca.

This governor knew nothing about coffee, and was greatly enraged

when he saw the Dervishes, in the Mesque, drink coffee. He believed

that which they did was contrary to the teaching of the Koran, and that

they became intoxicated. He consulted two Persian physicians. who

were opposed to coffee. They declared it was a substitute for wine,

which is prohibited by the Koran. and hence coffee-drinking was a vio

lation of Mohammed’s law. To prove that coffee-drinking made per

sons neglect religious duties, they pointed to the fact that while coffee

houses were multiplying the mosques were empty. Chair Bey called a

council of physicians. priests and lawyers. and. on their advice, for

bade absolutely the use of coffee. The police gathered all coffee that

could be found, and burned it in the market-place. Afterward, he re

ported to the sultan what he had done, and received the following note

2
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in reply: “ Your physicians are asses. Our lawyers and physicians in

Cairo are better informed. They recommend the use of codes, and I

declare that no faithful will lose heaven because he drinks coffee.”

About twenty years later. a man in Cairo preached against cotTee and

declared that cofi’ee-drinkers were poor Mohammedans. Since then,

cofl’ee-drinking has been unmolested and has become a favored drink

everywhere.—-Nordstjernen, Copenhagen. Translated and condensed

for the Literary Digest.

The Three {ilewish Temples.

— EPARATED from legendary, mythical and traditionary befog

' ment, the story of the three temples which severally occupied

the summit of Mount Moriah. is a subject of intense interest

to not only Masonic readers. but to the student of Bible history and

Jewish antiquity. While we have a profuse description of King Solo

mon’s temple in all its architectural beauty. and sublime forms of ser

vice, and while the temple of Zerubbabel, erected upon the ruins of

that built by the son of Bathsheba—widow of Uriah and wife to King

David—is briefly touched upon. in its building and final dismantlement.

but little or nothing is said about the building of the third temple, which

was in its full glory and magnificence in the days of our Saviour, who,

upon a false accusation regarding its destruction, was condemned to

death. This article, therefore, proposes to very briefly dwell upon

what is known regarding these three edifices. but more especially the

latter two. _

The first temple, known as that of Solomon’s, was the joint work of

the latter and his father David. The work of building a “House of

the Lord” had occupied the mind of King David. during the latter

years of his reign and to this end he had accumulated much material in

crude form, such as gold. silver, brass. wood and cloth for the uniform

of the priests and Levites. But David had been a “man of war,” and

he was informed that he would not be permitted to build the “House.”

because his hands were “red with blood." So, to the wise son was

therefore relegated the labor of building the first grand temple possessed

by the Jews. The nation, after long years of interstate and foreign

wars was now at peace. The union efl‘ected by David of the feudal

separation of Judah and Israel, now under one king and government.

had served to unify and strengthen the kingdom to such an extent that

when Solomon assumed the dual crown, universal quietude and attend
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ant prosperity marked the commencement of the golden era for God’s

chosen people.

The Gentile nations contiguous to the borders of Solomon’s king

dom, had been taught by David and his generals, that Israel was

mighty in battle. Respect. born of continued success in the field, had

taught the so-called heathen round about to seek alliance with the

young ruler whose magnificence, wisdom and wealth had been heralded

to the then “ends of the earth."

Among the ardent admirers of Solomon, was the rich and influential

king from the Mediterranean shore, with whose territory that of Judea

was contiguous. Hiram of Tyre. was a man of generous instincts and

thought. His kingdom being adjacent to that of Solomon’s, commer

cial and even social and religious intercourse was clearly established

between them. as is evident from the alacrity with which be united with

Solomon in the building of the temple. The work was therefore com

menced in the fourth year of the reign of Solomon, 1012 B. (1., and

under the most favorable auspices both human and divine. Out of the

profusion of the illimitable resources of the Jewish monarch the work

began, and in 1004 B. C. the mighty structure which crowned the top

of Mount Moriah was dedicated. It is not here intended to enter upon

the work of “the son of a widow a daughter of Dan.” and a Tyrean

father, in that of the great builder and artificer in metals, Hiram Abif.

Nor can space be given to tell the many vicissitudes through which this

“wonder of the world ” passed till its final destruction. It was several

times partially ruined and dismantled. First: thirty-three years after

its dedication. by Shishak. king of Egypt“ Second—after its restora

tion by the good Josiah-by Ahaz. king of the again revolted tribes

from Judah. and finally its complete demolishment by Nebuehadnezzar,

4!? years after its first dedication, when the “70" years captivity was

inaugurated. All these details can be found recorded in history to

which the curious reader is referred.

'There is every reason for believing that the first temple was totally

destroyed and not a stone left upon another from cope to foundation.

The glory had indeed departed from Israel, and the disunion caused by

their civil wars had finally borne fruit in leaving them a prey to the

ruthless spoiler. Thus, for fifty-two years, or from the conquest of

Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar, to the victory of Cyrus over Belshazzar,

Jerusalem lay a heap of ruins together with its once magnificent

“House of the Lord." The people were enslaved and the very na

tionality of Israel wiped out—save for the clandestine remnant in

Samaria. who still inhabited the mounts 0f Gerizim and Ebal. It was
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then that the young scion of the Jewish priesthood in Babylon, Zerub

babel, became the bosom friend of Cyrus, and companion of young

Darius. The result of the attachment was to cause Cyrus to issue his

celebrated edict which sent Zerubbabel back to desolate Jerusalem as

the leader of 42.360 emancipated captives, with Jesluia as Captain of

the Host and Haggai as Scribe. The work of rebuilding the city and

temple was prosperoust continued till the ascension of Artaxerxes—

known in history as Cambyses—to the throne of Cyrus, when, through

the machinations of the envious Samaritans and evil minded enemies

at the Persian Court, the work was stopped and the further immigra

tion of the remaining Jews from Babylon prevented, and it was not till

the reign of Darius that Zerubbabel was permitted to resume the work

twenty years after its commencement, when the final dedication took

place. While the second temple was about a third larger than that of

King Solomon’s it lacked very much in the richness of architecture and

furnishing, but was still a glorious structure when twenty-eight years

later the conquerer Alexander, led by the Jewish High Priest, followed

by a vast procession of priests and Levites, bowed before the High

Altar and worshipped Israel's Jehovah, leaving precious gifts behind

him in honor of the event.

Through many vicissitudes this temple stood, till the time of Herod,

when, owing to the interstate wars and repeated rebellions of the Jews,

it was nothing better than a ruin (see Josephus). But Herod was a

Jew of the Jews, a direct descendant of Solomon. Thus, while under

the dominion of Rome, still he had ambition enough to see the worship

of the God of his fathers restored, and in a temple equal to its prede

cessors. However, it must not be supposed that Herod built an en

tirely new temple. He simply repaired the old one, built by Zerub

babel. Herod’s work began four years before the birth of Christ, and

was finished four years after that event.

"I‘hat it was a grand edifice, however, Josephus gives us full evi

dence. It not only was a temple, but also a fortress connected by a

great viaduct with the city proper, forming a broad road across the

valley of Jehosaphat, on an inclined plane, to the top of Mt. Moriah,

where the temple stood.

The final destruction of this temple, in the memorable siege of Jeru

‘ salem by Titus, 70 A. D., is well known to all readers of ancient his

tory. To the thoughtful Mason comes the reflection, that around this

sacred mount—now crowned by a Mahometan Mosque-has for over

3,000 years centered the thought of Jew and Christian alike. 0n the

mount the awful spectacle of a father about to sacrifice his only son
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was witnessed. Here the great, the immeasurable religious zeal of

countless millions have found vent in prayer, praise and sacrifice.

Here, even to-day, the voice of lamentation is lifted up. at beholdiug

the ruin of what was once the grandest nation and “ House of God ”

on earth.

About this sacred spot tradition has woven its spells. It is related

that three weary sojourners, knOWn as Shadrach. Meshach and Abed

nego came to assist Zerubbabel in “rebuilding the House of the Lord ”

and their zeal was rewarded by the discovery of the “ Crypt " where

the “ first illustrious three ” deposited the " sacred treasures.” From

this has come down what Masonry holds in its Capitular teachings, and

it is left for us to wonder: will ever again a mighty temple to Jehovah

take the place of the other three on Mount Moriah ?-—American Tyler.

fiiltastmic writhing.

_“HENEVER one looks at the exquisite work of nature, the fact

is shown that the foliage, the flowers. the grain. the growths,

are marked by a clothing individual to each. The oak. the

elm, the fir, the willow, are distinguished by their clothing. The lilies

of the field were arrayed in greater picturesque beauty than Solomon in

all his glory. No one can mistake the rose—its individuality is mani

fest. The little tiny weed flower that is born, and lives its life, and

dies, in the fastncss of the mountain, has its own assured place in the

vocabulary of the flora. lts clothing is not like the rose, but it is or

dained by the divine creative power. It obeys its law.

These reflections are in harmony with the Masonic teaching. of the

mandate, that Masonic clothing is a landmark of the Craft. The Offi

cers and Past Masters of Lodges are required to obey the decrees as to

the special Masonic clothing in which they are to appear on occasions

which require them to be properly clothed. A Worshipful Master can

not take his station unless he is clothed as the station requires. 50.

too, every brother that enters his Lodge must be obedient to the regu

lation.

The distinctive Masonic clothing is well known. No Master Mason

can have any doubt on this subject, therefore he is expected to obey

the regulations. Whatever is alien to the insignia of the Mason, is not

permitted to be exhibited in a Lodge when opened and at work. Noth

ing but what belongs directly to the clothing Masonry demands of all
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its members, has any place in a Masonic Lodge. If the taste or whim

or caprice of a Mason as to his notion of the propriety of his appear

ance in a Lodge meeting with other than the regulation clothing is to

prevail, then it would destroy the landmark and present a motley, if

not a disregard of the use that rejects whatever is not Masonic clothing.

The law of nature to which attention has been called permits no such

anomaly. A rose in the clothing of a tulip, is an absurdity, an impos

sible violation of a decree. Each has its appropriate clothing that na

ture designed, and allows no violation of its inviolable law.

Freemasonry is founded on unalterable laws. To violate any one is

destructive of the great Masonic principle of Masonic obedience.

Whatever belongs to profane societies. or of some secret existing pro

fane associations to designate membership in them, is out of place in a

Masonic Lodge. The regalia, jewels and essential insignia which be

long exclusively to Freemasonry are imperatively required to be the

Masonic clothing, only to be worn by its members at Lodge meetings

and on such other occasions when Masonic clothing is permitted. So

strict was this regulation that within fifty years it was the duty of the

Worshipful Master, when the name of a member of a Lodge was

announced, or a visitor duly accredited, to ask if he was “ properly

clothed."

It is these little infractions of the usages and regulations of Ma

sonry, that become. if not arrested, either a ground for other infrac

tions of Masonic law, or an invitation to overlook more important

matters. Sands make the mountain, and if the smallest disregard of

an established usage and regulation is allowed to pass without notice,

by and by greater violations may be justified because the lesser were

not prevented. The insidious influence of permitting what is prohibited

cannot be traced till the results are patent and demand attention.

Obedience is so identified with the relation of every Mason to the de

crees of the established rules for their government that it is of the

highest importance to maintain unimpaired the letter and spirit of the

fundamental law of the Fraternity. Safety is thus secured, and the

disregard of law is made the duty of every Freemason to prevent.

Masonic Journal.

One powerful hold which Masonry maintains upon human afiections

is its honorable attention to the dead. Each of us has a yearning love

for our own clay-tenement, though compelled to leave it behind us

when we depart, and we would fain have some one to preserve it and

show it respect
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“Sword in lillland.”

[Bro. E. Dana Bancroft. sends to the Rsrosn‘oar the following letter, with

accompanying "clipping" entitled "' Sword in Hand.” It is a pleasure to find

place on these pages for Bro. Bancroft‘s communication and the interesting

article sent with the Sflllle.—EDITOR.]

AYEB, Mast-1.. November 12, 1894.

DEAR Bno'rusa Ruse:

I received a few days since the enclosed “ clipping ” from the Boston

Journal. It is very interesting to me and no doubt will be to many

readers of the Fasnussos’s Rarosrroav. Be good enough to publish

it in the Rsrosrroar.

Col. Jones. now Gen. Jones. was Colonel of the Sixth Massachusetts

Regiment when it marched through Baltimore in 1861. Col Jones re

ceived the three degrees in Freemasonry in Saint Paul Lodge. then

located in Gorton. Massachusetts. now located in Ayer. Massachusetts.

He received the Orders of Knighthood in Pilgrim Commandery of

Knights Templars, Lowell. Mass, and was a petitioner for a charter for

Jerusalem Commandery. of Fitchburg. Mass. though he did not be

come a member of Jerusalem Commander-y, as he removed from Pep

perell. Mass., to Binghampton, New York. about the time of the peti

tion. He was Lieut-Governor of New York during the three years

when the present Senator Hill of New York. was Governor.

Most likely he furnished Rev. Bro. Babbidge with the Knight Tem

plar’s sword which he carried on the march through Baltimore. Bro.

Jones was present during the session of the Supreme Council in Boston.

in September last. It was very delightful to greet him on that occasion.

Yours, fraternally.

E. DANA Bsucaorr.

Sworn) IN HAND.

How a Veteran Clergyman Marched Through a Baltimore Mob.

About a mile from the railway station, approached from that direc

tion by a road through the business centre of Pepperell. stands the

Unitarian Church.

That house of worship is very rich in historical associations. and its

late pastor. Rev. Charles Babbidge. D. D.. is one of the oldest minis

ters in the Unitarian ranks.

For sixty-one years this kindly old man has been at his work in Pep

perell. He recalls trying on the uniform which his brother were in the

War 'of 1812. He has lived to be one of Harvard’s dozen oldest

alumni. and was a classmate, in the class of "28. with Robert Winthrop.

Among his parishioners were Judge Prescott and the historian Prescott.

The reminiscences of one who has lived so many years of usefulness
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and seen so many generations come and go. must, indeed, be enter

taining.

The Journal man recently called at the home of the reverend gentle

man, which is located but a short distance from the church where he

served so faithfully for more than fifty-two years.

The veteran clergyman in the course of the conversation said, “ Yes,

I believe I am the oldest clergyman in our denomination, and I think

there are few ministers ‘who have preached fifty-two years without a

colleague."

In answer to the query about reminiscences of the war, of which the

veteran Chaplain has a wonderful store. he said, “ There has been so

much written and so much said it would be almost impossible for me to

relate an incident unknown to the readers of the Journal.

“ At the breaking out of the war I was Chaplain of the Old Sixth,

and marched through Baltimore with the regiment. Its campaign lasted

about four months. I then joined the Twenty-sixth Regiment. which

was virtually the Old Sixth, and remained with it during its whole term

of service of three years, and was regularly mustered out.

“ There is an incident, which was recently called to my mind, that

occurred while I was with the Old Sixth, which I think has never been
in print. i

“ On reaching Baltimore the leading cars did not pass through with

out some hostile demonstrations. We had reached the Camden station,

while the rear of the regiment was fighting its way through the streets,

in an endeavor to rejoin us.

“There it became necessary for us to leave the train in which we

had come from Philadelphia, in order that we might take the train for

Washington. In doing so we were surrounded on every side by a mob

whose aspect was anything but friendly.

“ In marching I found it more convenient to unhook my sword scab

bard from the belt, and I carried the sword in an upright position in

front of me, so that I could move conveniently.

“ As I was crowded through the multitude, many of whom were

occupying elevated positions, in which they could see and be seen, I

was surprised to see a very marked difference in the expressions upon

their countenances.

“ While some seemed to be prepared for a savage assault upon me,

I noticed others, evidently of a more refined caste, who indicated, not

merely by civil treatment. but by smiles and other tokens of friendly

recognition, an unwillingness to be regarded as enemies.

“ After some delay the regiment started on its way to Washington.
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“ We reached the Capitol and were quartered in the Senate Chamber,

and the regiment paraded every morning upon the East Capitol grounds

for prayers and drill. .

“ On the first of these occasions I had finished my duties as Chap

lain and joined an acquaintance, an officer of the Bay State Corps,

who was in conversation with a gentleman, who was a resident of

Washington.

" Their conversation related to Masonry, and a question had arisen

between them in regard to some point of interest to Masons generally.

They at last turned to me and asked me to decide the question.

'" Somewhat surprised at their appeal I replied that I had the highest

respect for the Masonic Fraternity, but unfortunately was not a Mason ;

therefore could afford them no help.

“ ‘ Why. sir.’ said the Washington gentleman, ‘I supposed that you

were not only a Mason, but also one of very high rauk.’

“ ‘ And pray sir,’ said I, ‘ what should have led you to think so? ’

“ ‘ Why,’ said he, ‘I see that you carry a Knight Templar’s sword,

and I concluded you were a Knight.

“ A light broke in upon my mind as I recalled the friendly looks that

had greeted me in the turmoil of the mob at Baltimore, which I had

imputed to some ministerial adventure of mine. such as an exchange

with my triends, the Unitarian ministers of Baltimore, or something of

that kind.

“ The mystery was explained ; among the crowd (the better part of

them) were undoubtedly Masons, who readily recognized the symboli

cal weapon I carried, andI have every reason to suppose that had a

conflict ensued, my sword would have protected me more effectually by

its symbolic prestige than by any out and thrust process in which I

could have employed it.

I"I feel that I ought to have special respect and reverence for

Masons, for my experience proves that even when madness rules the

hour, the Christian sentiment of Mercy and Kindness is still predomi

nant."

Although in his 88th year the reverend gentleman had entertained

his guest for two hours with interesting reminiscences apparently with

out the least fatigue.

Until within a few weeks he has been fully as active, both physically

and mentally, as the average man half his years. Within less than

six months he has occupied the pulpit at the old church, preaching with

a life and vigor that held the attention of all.

a
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The Strong Foundations.

0

The underpinning of Solomon's Temple, remaining intact to the present

day, is the heaviest piece of Masonry ever built by human hands.

When the appointed time had come,

And Israel from his mountain home,

Came up, by Solomon's command,

'l‘o lay in state the corner-stone,

And build the Temple high and grand,

'l‘hat God Himself would crown and own,

The Monarch by ajust decree

Thus set the law, eternally.

Lay your foundation tieep, the fame

Will not eternally remain;

For tooth of time may gnaw its side

And foe deface its golden pride;

Pillar, pilaster, height and base,

May mingle in the foul disgrace;

But with foundation deep and wise,

Other and nobler works may rise,

And till the earth in ruin fall,

Some structure crown Moriah’s wall.”

The people bowed obedient head;

lliram the Architect began,

By long and wise experience led

(How sadly to our spirits come

The memories of that good man‘s doom !)

'l‘ojustify the Monarch‘s plan.

From mighty quarries raised, the rook,

In ashlurs huge and weighty, drew;

See yet they rise upon the view

In spite of time and earthquakc‘s shock!

Until there stood. as yet there stands,

The grandest pile of human hands;

A sure foundation, deep and wise,

On which the noblest works may rise.

Craftsmen, we build but for a day,

Unless His precepts we obey!

How 0ft we see within our land

A structure reared upon the sand!

[ts walls magnificently rise.—

Its turrets pierce the very skies,—

Crowds through its portals eager press,—

Beauty and rank its altars grace,—
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And then the tempest falls, ’tis gone

From tower-top to corner-stone!

Craftsmen, this lesson heed and keep,—

Lay your foundations wide and deep!

Bro. Bob. Morris.

Masonry. for the fluctuate.

VERY Masonic Lodge is under many more obligations to its

individual members than would at first thought seem possible.

When a Lodge accepts a candidate who has petitioned in good

faith, it assumes a debt not easily discharged, and one which is never

paid in full until the last clod of earth has been placed on the little

mound that marks his last resting place on earth.

When acandidate presents himself for initiation he should be re

ceived decorously. and should be informed by the Worshipful Master.

or some old member of the Fraternity. that the ceremonies through

which he is about to pass contain many important and useful lessons;

that these lessons are not to be taught by flash lights thrown upon his

mentality, to be forgotten as soon as the last my fades from the screen.

but to be pondered—to be studied earnestly, prayer-fully, with a view

to gaining the largest amount of benefit possible not only to himself

but to all who may need the helping hand of the philanthropist.

N0 indecorous conduct should on any account be permitted in the

Lodge or preparation room. nor should it be necessary to tell the can

didate that nothing had been done in the spirit of levity, because levity

can claim no place in Masonic ceremonie's. In a church, where persons

of all ages and conditions are admitted, levity is not tolerated during

services; then why should a body composed entirely of men who, theo

retically at least, have arrived at an age that has put away boyish

things, be guilty of a breach of decorum in the presence of a candi

date who is entitled to the highest possible amount of benefit to be

derived from our initiatory ceremonies? No person is allowed to re

ceive the Master Mason's degree until all fees are paid, nor should any

Lodge be in arrears to a newly made member.

If a member is in distress. from any cause, he is entitled to the sym

pathy of the Lodge, which should be shown in the manner best calcu

lated to relieve his distress; but it may be well. in this connection, (to

say that sympathy, either abstract or material, may be easily wasted:

consequently care should be taken not to be so wasteful as to run the

fountain dry.
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While a Lodge may owe a needy member pecuniary assistance, it at

the same time owes him an education in fortitude and self-reliance that

ought to prevent any man of ordinary ability from becoming a de

pendent.

I presume some of my readers will wonder what all this means. I

will tell you. It means that the officers of a Lodge ought to be compe

tent to give instruction to the members; that the members ought to

have sufficient intelligence to profit by such instruction. It means that

Masonry is not for amusement, but for mutual improvement, not play,

but work. It means that we are making a mistake in shelving the patri

archs of our Lodges and substituting young men to give life and vim

to the Institution. Vim does not belong to the Masonic vocabulary.

Masonry is not a giggling Institution; it is sedate, deep. thoughtful.

Young blood may be all right in the counting room, in the merchants’

exchange and in all the avenues that lead to wealth, but when the sober

work ,of building up true manhood, that manhood which makes life

worth living, and, above all, fits a man to become a column of strength

in the great temple of progress, young blood is too hot.

Blood that makes the face radiant with hilarity, the heels to dance

for joy, the brain to swim with excitement and heart wild with passion

is unfit to “ man the wheel ” where temperance, fortitude, prudence and

justice are the cardinal virtues.

If you are desirous of teaching a boy to respect his parents and to

become thoughtful and reverent, you would not seek a street gamin for

an instructor, nor would you, in thoughtful earnestness, employ a clown

or dullard to teach metaphysics.

Reader, I do not desire to bankrupt any Lodge, but I am afraid that

the Grand Lodge would be justified in winding up some of our strong

est Lodges if the members should bring in bills for all that is due them

in instruction.

Let us strive to pay our debts in the future. Call upon good, intelli

gent men for lectures upon any topic concerning the welfare of human

ity, and see that your Worshipful Master delivers a lecture, or part of

a lecture, on the three degrees of Masonry at least once during his term

of office. You will be astonished to see how much talent you have in

your Lodge, and will cease to be divided into factions on account of

incompetent members crowding to the front. When you require your

Worshipful Master to be something more than a parrot, you will have

cropped the wings of some of your most ambitious disturbers.

Dedicate your Master’s chair to wisdom. and insist that no ignora

mus shall desecrate it, and your Lodge will cease to be seriously in

debt to its members-Eben Reed, in Masonic Constellation.
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graft and High tirade History.

HERE is no doubt that the General Craft Assembly was the

oldest form of Masonry, that it was Christian. and I have no

doubt was actually sanctioned by Atheistou of England about

936 a. 1). A confirmation of the identity of the 1735 Master‘s grade

of the Canongate-Kilwiuning with the “ Master‘s Lodge " of the

“Scot's Masons " Lodge working in London in 1733. and Rose Croix

of Heredom may be found in various facts. The celebrated speech of

the Chevalier Ramsay in 1737 causes Masonry to consist of three

grades. which he describes as follows :--(1) Novices or Apprentices

who are taught the moral duties; (2) Fellows or Professed Brothers

who learn the heroic Virtues; and (3) Masters or Perfected Brothers

who learn the Christian Virtues; this language can only apply to Ap

prentice. Masters. and Rose Croix. and indicates that Ramsay could

not have been initiated in a system analogous to that of the Grand

Lodge of London. The Norman kings sought.-in the 14th century.

to supersede these assemblies by Chartered Companies, and the Scot

tish kings. much more completely than the English. in the 15th cen

tury. established legal lncorporations of Masters, who thus withdrew

from the private Assemblies. which became then Journeymen Lodges,

the subjects of the Masters’ lncorporations; and this even though

Lodge members might claim to be Masters. The same thing arose in

England. In 1581 the Company of Masons of Newcastle chartered a

Subordinate Lodge, and Bro. Conder has just indicated that from 1630

the London Company of Masons had a Speculative Lodge meeting in

the Hall. with their sanction, but probably long before this date of

1630. It follows from this that any advanced Masters' Ceremony be
came the property of the Incorporation in Scotland, and to a less rec- I

ognized extent of the City Companies of England. It is to these hod

ies that we must respectively look for the Grades of Heredom and of

Hiram. and for the preservation of the Ritual. whether worked or not.

‘In France there existed from andient times two branches of Com

pugnionage. the one of which recognized. and I believe yet recognizes.

a Christian Ceremony of Master analogous to the Rose Croix. and the

other a Judaic Ceremony of Hiram. We may feel quite convinced

that both sects existed in Britain, and it is to the most ancient York

Constitution that we must look for the former, and to a Judaising ele

ment of the 14th century for the latter.

The early Scottish Masons in France taught that the Rose Croix was
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the “ True Ceremony of a Master Mason.” The more modern histo

rians of France assert that it was a portion of the ceremonies of the

Lodge Canongate-Kilwinning, and I see no reason why this should not

be true. Their early minutes show that they had a separate Master’s

Grade. but gives no hint as to the nature of the ceremony, if they had

such a ceremony and it was ancient, the members must have obtained

it from the Incorporation.

Under this Constitution the Society would seem to have resembled

very closely the 17th century Scottish Lodges. In Anglo-Saxon times

there was much wooden building, which, equally with stone, necessita

ted a training school for geometry and the Anglo-Saxon Constitution

(as we have it in the " Regius M S ” and the Book of Charges of the

" Cooke M. S.” implies that the Association was composed of all

those trades which used the science of geometry before, as these con

stitutions expressly state), the Society was termed Masonry. In other

words it was a Society of Artizans connected with building trades. and

under clerical instruction.

With regard to what is now called the Royal Order of Scotland, it is

unsatisfactory. It does not seem to have been intended as a ceremony,

but it is rather the lecture of two grades—(l), Passing the Bridge. or

the Red Cross degree, which I believe to be the original from which the

Royal Arch is derived; and (2) Rose Croix. Undoubtedly it was

known in in 1743 in London by its present name, claimed immemorial

date, and was perhaps the Master’s Lodge of the London Scottish

Lodges, and perhaps also of the Gormogons.

In Durham there is a minute of 1746 which shows that it was con

ferred by an old Operative Lodge, in a Grand Lodge, under the name

of Heredom or Harodim, wherb it is enacted that those who had it

might be admitted to the “ English Master” at half price, and this E. M.

iiudoubtedly refers to the degree of Hiram after the Lodge had gone

under the Grand Lodge of England, which it did in 1735. It would

seem that in Durham, where this Heredom. Harodim, or Rose Croix

was conferred, the degree of “ Passing the Bridge” preceded it. and if

I am correct, as I think I am, that'the Royal Order of Scotland is the

Lecture of these two Grades, and was old in London in 1743, it would

tend to prove that the Red Cross was the more ancient name of the

Royal Arch, remodelled by Scottish Jacobite Templars.—Bro. John

Ya'rker'in the Canadian Craftsman.

Thirteen of the Presidents of the United States were Masons They

were Washington, Jefferson, Madison. Monroe, Jackson, W. H. Har

rison, Tyler, Polk, Taylor, Buchanan, Johnson and Garfield.
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Thoughts on the Entered cilipprentice {degree

, g. F I were called upon to decide as to which one of the several

Masonic degrees was the most important. as to which one calls

‘ "g for the most careful explanation at the hands of the Worship

ful Master, I would answer at once “The Entered Apprentice.” It is

true that this degree does not usually receive much considera'tion. the

trend of interest setting fairly towards the Master’s degree. In many

excellent Lodges the E. A. lecture is ordinarily postponed to a more

convenient season, which lags behind the awaking zeal of the young

Brother until the pressure of circumstances and his natural desire for

more light compel him to deem it of little importance Anciently. we

are informed. it was customary for the newly-made Brother to abide for

a period within the walls of the Entered Apprentice Lodge, there to be

instructed in the first principles of correct Masonic life and conduct.

He was not permitted to advance until he had given satisfactory evi

dence of his knowledge, not only of what pertained, per se. to the first

degree. and differentiated it from the other symbolic degrees. but also

and particularly of what its real significance was.

Not the veiled mysteries of the other degrees were at this time made

manifest to him. but he was instructed in such manner as to prepare

him for a logical and beautiful unfolding of the lessons partly given

and partly hinted at upon his feet journey towards the East. The

fallow ground of his understanding was ploughed. harrowed and sowed,

and he was given to believe that thorns and thistlcs would not spring

up from the good wheat committed to the fostering care of our Mother

Earth. He could confidently expect a harvest commensurate with the

quality of the seed, for it is quality that counts, after all. He sought

admission to the Lodge in order to learn. and his faltering steps under

guidance of a true and trusty friend upon whose fidelity he might with

confidence rely. were directed towards a goal he could indeed but dimly

discern, but of whose existence he was inwardly conscious because it

must of necessity lie before him. If he reflected upon the matter at

all, and if he was qualified to become a good Mason, he must have

thought deeply. he would have known that within the husk of cere

monial and ritual lay the ripened grain of Masonic truth, and that

beyond the symbols of Square and Compasses stretched the great

realms of knowledge whose metes and bounds are measured and cir

cumscribed by these Masonic implements.

The very questions with which he was plied must have aroused
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within his soul the most profound inquiries of time and eternity, and

have brought. him face to face with the great mysteries of Here and the

Hereafter.

In the whole course of his subsequent Masonic life no more fitting

opportunity could arise for impressing upon him the true meaning of

Masonry. This could he done without in the least trenching upon the

domain of the other degrees. and without plunging him into the deep

waters o'f interpretation. He could be given to know that Masonry is

the oldest form of Natural religion, that its foundation stone is a living

faith in God. and that it has no secrets except from those who scoff at

its teachings. As an Entered Apprentice *he could be taught that there

is an ever-living. self-existent God. that man is not only responsible to

Him but conscious of that responsibility. that man is a free agent will

fully choosing good or evil. that God is his friend and guide. and that

a virtuous. well-ordered life merits and will receive the approbation of

the Almighty.

These are but few of the lessons that can be derived, in the most

logical manner, from the very first section of the degree. One does

not have to wait for the gradual unfolding of the symbolic degrees

before he can appreciate the true meaning of Masonry; it stares him in

the face before ever he stands as a cornerstone to sustain the weight of

the explanations and admonitious of the F. C. and M. M. degrees.

No part of Masonry is more replete with suggestions as to the highest

type of religion. fuller of help in the everyday affairs of everyday life,

more simple or more beautiful than the first degree. It is. perhaps.

more ancient than any of the others, and comes nearer the primitive

type. Its philosophy is broader. its philanthropy more intense, its

essence more spiritual and heavenly than anything that follows it.

The full-blown rose that has opened its glowing heart to the warm

kiss of June may be more attractive to the casual observer, but the un

folding bud which hath within its emerald walls the promise and potency

of fragrance and beauty, which half conceals and half reveals the glori

ous handiwork of nature, is possessed of a double attractiveness—what

it is and what it will be.

It is thus with the Entered Apprentice degree, and the more one

reflects upon Masonry and its relations to God and man, the more will

it appear that the first steps are the most important.

Brethren, let as study the first. degree more, without neglecting the

others. It is a vast storehouse of Masonic lore, hard to get at, but

satisfying to the soul when once possessed.- W. P. B.. in Masonic

Guide.
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33; {mass Screw.

' _._ ()W often we mourn over the unsatisfactory condition of some

i \ t _ _
of out Lodges, and wonder why success seems to pass them

by. They are as good a lot of fellows who compose the mem

bership as you can find in a day's travel. They are charitable, too,

and are ready to open their hands to relieve the distressed, but some

how there is a rattling of dry bones, and a scraping sound when the

till is touched. There is seldom any work done, and the raven of dis

couragement seems to sit in the East, with its mournful “ never, for

ever." It is plain to be seem that there is something wrong. There

is a screw loose somewhere, that ought to be tightened.

No machine will do its work properly with a screw loose. It may

move its wheels and spindles, but, sure as fate, there will be a dropped

stitch or an imperfect seam, and if the screw is not tightened it will

not be long before the whole machine will be ruined.

The Lodge is a machine built to do certain work. The Master must

direct the various parts in a way as to produce perfect harmony. Fric

tion is destruction. The machinery of the Lodge should work smoothly.

One of the most important works to be done by this machinery is the

teaching of moral lessons. These lessons are taught by certain cere

monies and lectures. Their beauty and completeness can only be

realized when each and every officer performs his part well.

If the Tyler is continually thumping at the door during the work, the

clack of the knocker sounding through the whole room and above the

voices of the officers, there is a screw loose, and. the Tyler should be

attended to and taught not to disturb the Lodge. We have seen a de

gree greatly marred by the hammering of the Tyler. He can arrange

with the Junior Deacon, and the two can work quietly and in harmony,

and the Lodge not be disturbed.

If the Senior Deacon balks in his reception of a visiting brother, and

fails to do his work properly there is a screw loose that ought to be

tightened by a little instruction and study. If the Senior Warden ab

sents himself from the meeting, the machinery of the Lodge is sadly in

need of repair. If the Junior Warden fails to properly superintend the

craft, and permits the members to run riot over well-known rules of

propriety, a little use of the screw-driver will prove beneficial. If the

secretary is careless in sending out notices, or in making collections,

or in writing up his minutes, he needs a little tightening—there is a

screw loose.

4
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Much of the weakness of lodges comes from local ,screws. A ma

chine is a unity only when everything is properly adjusted and every

screw tight. The master may be the most rattling part of the whole

machine. if he is willing to have slipshod work performed. If he is

careless about his own work and refers a candidate to the. monitor

he will soon find that the interest in the work is lost, and before

long he will not have any work to do. Good work, true work, the

very best that can be done, ought to be the aim of every master and

officer.

Another important thing that this lodge machine must do, is to re

lieve the needy brother. The charities of a lodge ought to be properly

organized. That iodge is sure to be successful, whose members

recognize the duty and obligation resting upon them to see that those

who are in distress are relieved; that those in need of a kind word, get

it; those in need of a hand stretched forth to save them from falling

are not neglected. This serves as a lubricator and the wheels of the

whole machinery run smoothly.

When member's of a lodge stay away there is need of a little atten

tion to them. Their indifference is a loose screw that makes the ma

chine rattle. The. united efforts of the members to do good work both

in ritual and charity, will be sure to attract the worthy to its benefits.

In union there is strength and a united lodge is a strong one.

A lodge of a few members working in perfect harmony is better, and

will do more work and more good than a big lodge where discord 0r

indifference are found. With all the screws tightened a lodge will be

United and must accomplish good—William F. Duncan, in N. Y. Dis

patch.

A HALF-A-DOZEN Tnouon'rs.-If a man is not a better man for

being a Mason, then he is not a good Mason.

Masonry is the only society in the world where men of all nations

and all religions can worship around one common altar.

The foundation stone of Freemasonry and consequently its strength,

is a belief in the existence of a Supreme Being.

in the Masonic Lodge all are alike, and meet on one common level.

Charity is one of the great principles of the Masonic order. To be

a good Mason. a man must be charitable.

A man cannot be a good Mason if he is not loyal to his country and

his flag. ‘
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address by 1a. as... 3E.3§It.1..3€hims.

[The corner stone of a Masonic Temple now building at Poughkeepsie, N.

Y., was laid with impressive Masonic ceremonies on Wednesday, Oct li‘, lSllt.

The exercises were under the direction of the Grand Lodge of New York.

Grand Secretary E. M. 1.. Ehlers, acting as Grand Master, placed the corner

stone, and delivered an interesting address, the main portions of which are

herewith presented—EDITOR]

_HE occasion that has brought us together marks an epoch in

the history of Freemasonry in this place. More than acentury

* ago. or to be explicit. on May 22d. 1771, Solomon Lodge No.

6 was established by George Harrison, Provincial Grand Master, and

the lodge was constituted by Robert R. Livingston, who, when the

colonies gained their independence, became Chancellor of this Com

monwealth and Grand Master of Masons. Then as now the best men

of this community held aloft the banners of Freemasonry.

The early records of Solomon Lodge are full of interesting historical

facts and especially that portion of the record made during the War of

the Revolution. Distinguished officers of the Continental army fre

quently are recorded as visitors. On St. John‘s Day, Dec. 27th, 1782,

among the visitors to the lodge is noted the name of_Bro. George

Washington. commander-in-chief. From June l2th, 1771, when the

lodge met at the house of Lewis Du Bois, until he deserted the cause of

independence, Benedict Arnold was a frequent visitor. The patriotism

of the brethren is evidenced by a resolution adopted at a meeting held

May 16th. 1781, in which it was orderer “ That the name of Benedict

Arnold be considered as obliterated from the minutes of this lodge, a

traitor.”

Later on in the history of the lodge its Treasurer placed on record a

graphic account of the reception tendered Gen. La Fayette, the national

guest, in 1824, which, with your permission. I will read:

“ "l‘was near 12 o’clock at night when the general and his suit em

barked at Newburgh and retired to rest on board the steamboat. James

Kent, which had conducted him from New York. The boatimmediately

made sail and before daylight on the morning of the 16th came to an

chor ofi Poughkeepsie. Our national guest has no where received a

more flattering reception than at that beautiful. ancient and patriotic

village, nor has more promptitude, vigor and taste been displayed in

the arrangements at any other place. At sunrise all hands were

“ piped " on deck and a more imposing spectacle has rarely been pre—
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sented. The high blufi’s below the landing-place were covered with

troops in uniform and thousands of citizens were crowding the wharves.

showing themselves in large groups from the neighboring heights and

windows of the houses standing within view of the river. All ages and

sexes seemed to press anxiously forward to show their gratitude totheir

welcome visitor. At 6.30 o’clock the boat, gorgeously decorated. got

under way and took a turn up the river. while a salute was fired by a

corps of artillery stationed upon one of the heights. When the general

appeared upon deck the welkin rang with the cheers from the crowds

upon the shore, which were returned from the boat. The boat was

then drawn up to the wharf where a company of horse. many of the

officers of Gen. Brushis division on horseback, all mounted on elegant

horses, and in complete uniform. together with several uniform com

panies, were drawn up in great order under the direction of Maj. Gen.

Brush. assisted by Col. Cunningham. Gen. La Fayette was then con

ducted by Thomas J. lOakley, Gen. James Tallmadge. Judge Emott

and Philo Ruggles, Esq.. to a baroucbe with four beautiful white

horses. in which the general took his seat. attended by Col. Huger, of

South Carolina. Gen. Van Cortland. Gen. Fish and Gen Lewis. A

barouche. also drawn by four white horses, was then drawn up. which

was occupied by the son of Gen. Lafayette. and gentlemen attending

them. The procession then formed and proceeded up Main street to

Academy street. down Cannon to Market street and drew up in front

of Mr. Forbes’ hotel, where the General was received by the trustees.

After being conducted to the pleasant and extensive piazza in front of

Mr. Frobes’ house, and being introduced to the clergy and gentlemen

attending. he was cordially addressed by Col. Henry A. Livingston as

follows:

“ ‘ It is my happiness and honor to be deputicd by the citizens of the

Town of Poughkeepsie to hail the arrival of our illustrious guest. Maj -

Gen. La Fayette. Very few among us can claim the merit of a personal

acquaintance. but with your transcendent reputation we are all familiar.

In every elementary volume that treats our revolutionary history. your

name is recorded. a name too dear ever to be erased from our hearts.

At the gloomiest period this. our then oppressed country ever saw.

when British power was most o’erwhelming, you flew to our succor;

nor in all the vicissitudes of conflict once sheathed your sabre. till you

saw the last British army lay its standards at your feet. In this village

the immortal Washington was frequently the guest of the venerable

Gov. Clinton. In this village that Constitution which is the palladium

and pride of united America, was adopted by the delegates of the State
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of New York. Here often in our Legislative Assembly has the. pro

found talents and eloquence of Hamilton and the wisdom and sagncity

of Jay been exerted. To these distinguished eras permit me to add as

their apex the transactions of this memorable occasion. The children

that are mixed among us and that now surround you will exultingly

tell their children that on this day they beheld and blessed their coun

try’s benefactor and friend.’

“ To this address the general returned a neat and feeling reply. A

procession was then formed under the direction of the committee to the

Poughkeepsie Hotel at about 6 o’clock. where the general sat down to

a sumptuous breakfast. handsomely served up by Mr. Myer. At the

head of the table hung the well-known and venerated portrait of Wash

ington and at the opposite end the Grand Banner of St. Tamanay. On

each side of the hall at suitable distances were suspended banners with

the army name and motto of each State in the union. Over the center

of the table hung a canopy formed of festoons of flowers and ever

greens of various kinds. belted by a ribbon on which was inscribed the

names of the thirteen original States. Over the folding donrs were the

well-known words of " Welcome LaFayette,” made with great accur

acy, wholly of pink colored blossoms of china astors. and on one of the

walls were inscribed the names of Washington and La Fayette. wrought

in leaves of laurel'and encircled in garlands of flowersv Directly in

front of the general’s seat stood a representation of the temple of fame

and the whole suit of appartmeuts were decorated in a style to corre

spond with the above.

" Immediately after breakfast and with a praiseworthy promptness.

the escort was formed and the general was attended to the boat with

every possible mark of respect. the troops repaired to the heights and

on hauling into the stream another salute was fired from the artillery

and afterwards several volleys of musketry were fired with a precision

which the general was pleased to say resembled very much the firing of

regular troops. The shores were again lined with people, who cheered

in all directions.”

Shortly after the event narrated by the Treasurer of Solomon Lodge

a persecution. having for its object political success. began, and history

repeated itself by a display of malevolence. bigotry and fanaticism un

equalled by the intolerance and cruelty of the dark ages. Solomon

Lodge for a while withstood the calumny and hatred of those opposed

to the fraternity. but at last was compelled to bow to the craze that

swept the land. It went out of existence in 1832 and for two decades

thereafter no Masonic lodge existed in the place. Out of the ashes,
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however. of the venerable body have arisen two bright, active lodges.

and to-day the fires of Masonry burn as brightly in Poughkeepsie as in

any other place in the world. * * To-day we have laid the corner

stone of a material structure. Let me remind you. brethren, that the

corner-stone of our spiritual temple is charity. Charity is the brightest

jewel in the Masonic temple; it is a virtue which more than any other

assimilates man to his beneficent Creator. it opens the heart to divine

efl’usions of unlimited sympathy and benevolence; it elevates him to

the similitude of the Supreme Being and engenders those sublime vir

tues which have distinguished him as the noblest work of God. So

imperfect is the nature of man, or rather so various as to sentiment

and opinion has providence formed the minds of men, that differences

among us ever exist. As citizens occupying various stations in civil

society, each of the members of our fraternity will make his own re

flections. from his own conclusions, and pursue that line of conduct

which his conscience and his duty appear to require of him. To very

diflerent results, and to a very different course of action will the

minds of individuals be led, yet charity, the bond of our union. and the

governing principle of every true Mason, forbids us to attribute un

worthy motives to such as act and think difl‘erently from ourselves. It

is highly honorable to our fraternity. that however independently each

brother may discharge his public duties. we extend him the hand of

fellowship, with as little hesitancy as we do to him whose opinions are

most congenial to our own. In the organization of the human mind,

and in the structure of civil society, was it not intended that there

there should exist a variety of opinions? and. when these neither dis

turb the public order nor endanger the public welfare. should not

Masonic candor give credit to others for the same purity of views.

which we are conscious of possessing ourselves? Mankind is but too

prone to indulge an uncharitable disposition and ascribe the basest

motives to those who difl’er from them in the occurrences of life. Our

charity teaches us to arraign no man’s political opinions, or interfere

with his religious creed. Oh charity, thou first of Christian graces,

how resplendent is thy luster, how perfect thy work Had we never

known the pains and sorrows which we now inherit, where would have

been the inward satisfaction which flows from a deed of charity, where

the silent ecstacy of soothing the afflictions, relieving the necessities.

and alleviating the mental tortures of a woe-worn friend, or agonized

brother. or where the privilege of mingling our tears with the thousands

which misery sheds? Surely, brethren, the happiness resulting from

the exercise of the faculties, the privilege of partaking each other's
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joys, and mingling each other’s sorrows is the happiest exchange for

paradise. It is glorious as the resplendent beams of morning, difl‘us

ing light and life to thousands. It is mild as the gentle breeze of

evening, bearing refreshment to wearied labor. It is grateful as the

dew of Hermon, as the dew that descended upon the Mountains of Zion.

What stronger assimilation can we boast—to the incomparable excel

lence of the Deity? What nearer alliance to His perfection, what

greater claim to His loving kln'dness than the possession and practice

of his exalted virtue. Beuignant charity, thou art a radiant spark

emanating from God, the inexhaustible source of love. If we attempt

to eulogize thy charms our reason kindles to enthusiasm. In thy con

templation, the cooler powers of the mind melt into ecstacy. The

heart is Thy empire and every subject passion bows to Thy lenient

sovereignty. The most inexorable hatred dissolves and dies when its

object is in distress. at that moment every stronger passion. every

colder feeling yields to the unassuming goodness of charity. Social

sympathy claims it as a common brother and benevolence forgets that

it was a foe. Revenge smoothes its kindling ardor and the cruel enemy

dies in the needy friend. There is no community on earth whose laws

and maxims more energetically enforce the practice of this gospel vir

tue, or whose actions breathe a more genuine spirit of philanthropy

than our beloved fraternity. Unlike other establishments of human

wisdom it has derived no aid from popular prejudice, and at no epoch

in its history has it been indebted to the rage of competition, or the

zeal of party for its support. Its own inherent qualities have sustained

it from its commencement and transmitted it to us a venerable example

of our Father’s wisdom. .

Brethren of Poughkecpsie. may your feet never swerve from the

straight line of duty laid down by the unerring golden rule, your hands

sweep the compass of relief around the wide circle of distress, expan~

sive as this vale of tears, and your Lodges glow with the light of piety

and the grace of love.

Srmsouc Masomn' -Our first allegiance is pledged at the begin

ning of Symbolic Masonry; and it always remains paramount.

This is a truism which every one admits, but the conduct of a vast

number of Masons is inconsistent with it, and rejects it. Too many

forget that they are debtors to Symbolic Masony.-—Generul Albert

Pike.
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Eulogg on Freemasonry.

Annnsss DELIVERED sr W. BRO. WILLIAM H. Scorr AT THE LAYING or

THE Cossss-S'ross or The New PRIMITIVE M ETHODlB'l‘ Cannes,

Paovrnsscs, R. I., October 9, 1894.

Most Worshipful Grand Mater, Brethren and Friends:

We have come together to-day to perform a Masonic and a Christian

work. The Order of Freemasonry and the Church of Christ unite in

laying the corner-stone of a house which is to be consecrated to Eternal

Truth,—which is to be used as the outward dwelling-place of the Most

High. We rejoice that the principles of our Order are thus allied with

the truths of the Christian Church,—that the spirit of their teaching

and the benevolence of their practice are one and the same. We

rejoice that we acknowledge the same Great Master, that the daily con

duct of our members is regulated by the same Divine precepts, that we

are taught “ to erect our spiritual building agreeably to the rules and

designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of the Universe in the

great book of nature and revelation,” the Bible.

Some may ask, whence did this Order of Freemasonry originate?

Who can tell !—except it be in the fundamental and eternal principle

of Truth. On that basis Freemasonry surely stands. It is not the

purpose at this time to discourse on the formation and the development

of the Institution. Suffice it to say that the benign and fructifying

principles of the Order have made for it a reputable history and have

gained for it the world’s recognition. This Grand Lodge is invited to

perform the service of laying this corner-stone to-day, because it is

recognized by the Church as a society established in accordance with

the principles of morality and good government,_as a Fraternity

whose objects are to foster virtue, to inculcate truth, to practice charity,

to uphold lawful authority.

What is Freemasonry, and what is its relation to the Church? Free

masonry is a progressive, ethical science, veiled in allegory and illus

trated in symbolism, but permeated by a living power. Its foundation

is truth; its principles, the principles which the Christian disciple is

taught to follow. The chart of the Mason is the Holy Bible, which is

the Great Light of Freemasonry. Masonic faith acknowledges the

Bible to be the Word of God; that it will guide man to all truth and

point out to him his whole duty. The Mason recognizes the existence
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of the Supreme Being; and the novitiate in Freemasonry is obliged to

express a belief in Him. He is instructed in the important duties

which he owes to God, to his neighbor and to himself. To God, in

reverencing His name, in imploring His aid, and in seeking from Him

comfort and support; to his neighbor, in exercising brotherly love, in

relieving his distresses and soothing his afflictions, and in the practice

of the Golden Rule. “ Do unto others as you would have them do unto

you ”; and to himself, in a prudent and well-regulated life, to the full

development of his bodily. mental and moral powers ahd faculties.

The manifold duties of this three-fold relation of the Mason,—are they

not the same as those enjoined upon the member of the Christian

Church? The Scriptures enjoin supreme love to God and universal

benevolence to mankind; Freemasonry impresses these lessons on the

heart as the Mason’s first duties. The Scriptures urge the exercise of

brotherly love and a due regard to the welfare of our neighbor; Free

masonry considers the whole human family as brethren, and enjoins

mutual friendship and afiection. The Scriptures emphasize the reli

gious observance of the Sabbath as a day of holy rest; Freemasonry

is equally emphatic in its teachings to keep that day holy. The Scrip

tures enjoin submission and obedience to the temporal powers; Free

masonry enforces the same lesson upon its members. The Scriptures

teach the duty of charity; Freemasonry obligates its members to Chris

tian charity and benevolence. The Scriptures and Freemasonry alike

forbid indulgence in anger, intemperanee, hatred, slander, and every

vice which corrupts virtue and disturbs society; they alike enjoin a

strict observance of the moral law.

With such principles in common, let no one believe the evil report

that Freemasonry is the enemy of the Church or even its rival. If it

holds the same principles and inculcates the same lessons, it is because

it is trying to make men good and true in all their relations in life, to

satisfy the deepest needs of their soul and to help them to attain their

loftiest aspirations; it is because it is trying to have men know the

truths which are the common heritage of all, and in the practice of

those truths to live a noble and useful life. Freemasonry is thus the

handmaid of the Church; it is helping her to fulfill the purposes of the

Divine Master in the establishment of the Kingdom of Righteousness.

Friends, we lay to-day the corner-stone of a building which is des

tined for a noble use. A temple will be raised upon this site which

will be dedicated to the worship of God. But a more enduring temple

will also be erected here,—the temple of character, in the life of each

boy and girl, of each man and woman who shall come here to worship.

5 .
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We are all engaged in the erection of such a temple. Let us remem

ber that all true character must be built upon Jesus Christ, who is

Himself the “ Chief Corner-Stone ” ; " in whom all the building fitly

framed together groweth unto an holy temple." Faithfulness in our

daily duties, fidelity to our trusts, uprightness in our dealings, generos

ity in our feelings, charity to our less favored brothers—these, and

such as these, are stones in the superstructure of character that will

abide all tests; and “if any man’s work abide, ‘ ' " he shall

receive a reward." Let us so live that when we shall have finished our

labors on earth, when we have been tested by prosperity and by adver

sity. hy joys and by sorrows, we may pass the examination of the

Supreme Master Builder, and by Him be judged as living stones fitted

" for that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

The Masonic litress.

HE Masonic press cannot rely upon the means of gain and sus

tenance that the popular press does. The importance of the
Masonic press, as an institution, can scarcely be over-esti-Q

mated. It occupies a higher and more tranquil field of journalism than

'that of the secular press. Its influence, however, must not be forgotten

in the estimate of the social forces. Unobtrusive in its utterances, when

compared with the clamorous voices of the political newspaper, its

tones, nevertheless, fall upon calmer hearts, and sink deeper into the

convictions and life of society.

As a medium for communication of moral and Masonic intelligence—

an educator, refining and elevating-a fireside mentor, quickeniug the

intellect, expanding the heart, and bearing treasures to myriads, the

Masonic journal wields an influence which cannot well be dispensed

with, and one that no other moral force can well supply.

The duty of the Mason is therefore plain, He has adnty to perform

in extending the circulation and in widening the influence of the

Masonic press. He should not excuse himself from this duty. if he

is a Master, or officer of the lodge, he may recommend it to the mem

bers. If he is not an officer, he can urge its claims whenever an oppor

tunity occurs. The Fraternity should awaken to the importance of a

more general and decided effort in behalf of Masonic periodicals and

Masonic literature—New York Times.
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[Written for Freemasons Repository.]

1515;11:611 Elf Remember.

w‘ HE older one grows the more he lives in the past. Two old

friends meeting. preface most of their remarks by, “ Do you

remember?” The mind becomes a storehouse of treasures

from which one brings to light a bit of personal experience—it is not

the active machine of youth which creates impressions of the present

and plans for the future. Much of the happiness of old age comes

'from this compensating power by which one draws from his memory

pictures of scenes, faces of friends, tones of sweet voices and the

simple details of homely living which have been buried in the store

house of the brain through the years of active life only to be brought

forth when outside interests can no longer be sustained.

 

“ Time still. as he flies. brings increase to her truth,

And gives to her mind what he steals from her youth."

One, however, need not be very old. before he begins to find a pleas

ure in recollections of childhood and early youth. The young man and

woman enjoy talking over school days and the good times which they

enjoyed at social gatherings. The element of fraternity enters largely

into recollection. One remembers most frequently the occasions in

which others have. had part—it is not his solitary experience that he is

most eager to bring out of the dust of years. It is the common hu

manity which we thus recognize-man’s dependence upon his brother—

the chain incomplete without its several links. Right here we may

assert a plea for Masonry. It gives men opportunities for adding

treasures to this storehouse which memory furnishes, opportunities which

otherwise could not be afl’orded. The intercourse between brothers. the

fraternal interest engendered broadens the outlook for many a narrow

life, so that when old age comes the mind has something to feed upon

and there are resources for the days of physical inaction, that have a

power for good which cannot be estimated. The Mason has social

gatherings to remember, excursions perhaps, by land or sea, trips pos

sibly in other countries. It may be only the regular meeting of Lodge

or Commander-y that he is privileged to think of, but how much of hap

piness there may be in the memories which cluster around the gather

ings of which he was a part. The brotherly voices may have long

since been hushed by death but he hears the very words of greeting

which cheered him in former days As he grows feebler the aged
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Mason lives more and more upon the traditions and memories of the

past; he lives over the time of active membership in Masonic organi

zations and he delights to dwell upon the events which once claimed

his attention. He is prone to reminiscences naturally and often repeats

to unwilling ears the stories of what was done in his day, but the

memories that are dearest to him are those of which he never speaks,

the'littlc acts of brotherly kindness, the friendly word spoken or gentle

act done, he sees them as on a canvas reproduced only for his inward

eye. Age has many of these “ Holy of Holies,” none can take them

away : happy is he who has most of them to cheer the hours of loneliness.

It is not only the present hour that Masonry may brighten. It equips

a man for the future with memories linking to other lives and scenes, it

gives him a means of pleasure not only for to-day but for to-morrow—

something which no reverses of fortune can effect. Other organiza—

tions and gatherings may do the same. but the veteran Mason feels

always the special sympathy and love for the Order that has taught

him how to live and act so that his memories may have in them no

tinge of bitterness, his recollections no hint of hatred or strife.

It is always a source of pleasure to look over the cards bearing the

names of Masonic friends from distant places as well as those of the

Brethren within our own jurisdiction. We can call up the faces and

forms of those who once made pleasant our paths-me see before us as

we read the names the true friend, the genial companion. and we recall

the gatherings in which we were privileged to participate. Another

card, and we hear the voice of the singer whose ringing tones com

manded our admiration as his personality our love. Another bit of

pasteboard brings to mind the genial Brother whose jokes won from us

many a hearty laugh and whose stories even now are fresh to our

thoughts. From Maine to California we travel in thought as Brother

succeeds Brother in our mind’s vision and we are part again in the

pilgrimage which so brightened our lives in the long ago. A bit of

pasteboard and we see the great audience room thronged with Brethren

and friends listening to the glowing words of a Masonic oration—the

orator’s very words are ringing in our ears—another name upon a

printed card recalls a Masonic laying of a corner stone on a glorious

June day. we can almost breathe again the scent of the roses which filled

the air and hear the words which fell from the lips of one who has

since crossed the dark river and entered into the home of the immortals.

The collecting of Masonic badges and mementoes has its place in

this preparation for old age. Around a bit of ribbon may cluster a

group of memories which are more precious than gold. Interests and
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associations broad and far-reaching may he brought to mind by a sim

ple relic that in itself has no value. The true Mason learns to prize

these 'signs of something more important and lasting. He learns the

use of emblems—that they are the guide-posts to a wonderful country.

Often a small sign proves a golden key to memory’s storehouse and

opens the door to a picture gallery whose treasures we did not dream

lay within our possession. Masonry is not a failure while it helps this

world along a little by teaching it that men must so live and act that

old age will have no bitterness as its treasures of memory become the

solace of declining days.

G. H. R.

PROVIDENCE, Nov. ‘20, 1894.

fibgsical Qualifications.

HE theory of perfect physical condition as a pre-requisite to

i '1 admission into the Masonic Eraternity has many advocates.

_ k A Grand Master in one of the New England jurisdictions

decided recently that a petition from a man with a stilT knee could not

be received. A Grand Master of Masons in one of the Southern States

not long since arrested the charter of a Lodge because a candidate

having but one eye had been initiated therein. It seems passing strange

that the old tests of operative Masonry—severer ones, indeed, some

times, should still be insisted upon. Writing upon this subject in the

Constitution, Rev. Bro. Vincel says:

 

“ We often hear of a candidate for Masonic degrees being ineligible

because he has an artificial foot, or he has lost the thumb of his right

hand, etc. ; ineligible because he could not give the grip or step of the

ceremonies. Is not this strictly absurd? Does Masonry consist of

grips, steps, etc.? Is a Mason a Mason because he has both feet or a

right thumb? And is be less a Mason because he has them not?

Would it not be better to have a few physical cripples and less moral

cripples? In all the jlfrisdictions how many good men are denied

admission because of a physical defect, and into the same Lodge are

admitted men morally defective. whose mouths belch profanity daily.

Would it not be better to draw the lines a little stronger on head and

heart deerepitude and give the thumbs and feet a rest ?”
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muses Isrnwn.

' :HIS issue of the Rseosrroar contains as frontispicce a well

' authenticated portrait of Rhode Island’s distinguished citizen,

. Moses Brown. In the early days of Rhode Island’s history

the name of Brown has a prominent place, Moses being the youngest

of the "four brothers” who were all instrumental in promoting the

interests of Providence, and whose influence favored good citizenship,

liberal education and the principles of morality.

The subject of this sketch was born in Providence, September 23,

1738, and resided in the city during the whole of his long life, nearly a

century, for he was almost ninety-eight years old at the time of his

death, September 6, 1836. He married in 1764 his cousin Anna Brown,

by whom he had three children. Their married life lasted nine years

when his wife died. His second wife was Mary Olney who died in

1798. He married for his third wife Phoebe Lockwood who died in the

year 1808. In 1764 he entered into business with his brothers and

showed at once his sagacity and skill in commercial undertakings. He

did much to introduce manufacturing interests into Rhode Island and

rendered valuable aid to Samuel Slater in adopting inventions and con

structing improved appliances for the manufacturing of domestic goods.

He believed heartily in progress in eyery department of human en

deavor, and showed it during the years of his active business career, as

he did in his efforts in behalf of education and public welfare during

his later life. He remained in business about ten years. He always.

however, kept himself in touch with the interests of the Colony, and

living as he did in the stirring days of the Revolution found plenty of

opportunity to assert himself as a good citizen and patriot, and to do

service for the right, for the cause and country which he loved. He

was a member of the Assembly for several years, and represented his

native town with dignity and intelligence. His sympathies were strong

with the oppressed colonies. and be strongly resented any unjust restric

tions imposed by the mother country. During the Revolutionary war

he stood ready with voice and purse to aid patriotic enterprises which

he believed were for the conntry’s good. He had broad views of

national greatness, and urged the adoption and ratification of the

United States constitution upon Rhode Island. He was a strong anti

slavery man, proving his beliefs by freeing his own slaves and by doing

much to aid the oppressed colored race. as he endeavored to raise the

down-trodden wherever they might be found.
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Moses Brown was a religious man and worshipped for a time in the

First Baptist Meeting House, Providence. but in middle life he embraced

the principles of the Quakers and joined the Society of Friends. He

was ardent and sincere in his religious beliefs, warmly devuted to

the concerns of the denomination with which he became identified.

Doubtless this feeling, together with his belief in a broad and liberal

education, led him to become one of the founders of the "Yearly

Meeting Boarding School,” now known as “The Friend’s School,”

established in Providence in 1780. He held the office of treasurer of

this institution for a long term of years, and was always its generous

contributor and patron. He gave land for its buildings, together with

“ a house and lot and the sum of fifteen thousand dollars ” at one time,

contributing generously on all occasions to aid the institution which he

so much loved.

Moses Brown believed in education for the masses, and he believed

in the higher education as well. So it was that he co-operated with the

founders of Rhode Island College, now Brown University, and did

much towards securing its establishment in Providence. He also ren

dered practical aid in this direction by a gift. made from himself and

his brother John, of the lot where University Hall now stands, and

which formed a part of the home estate of Rev. Chad Brown, who was

their ancestor and the first Baptist elder in Rhode Island.

Energetic and helpful as Moses Brown was in all the various duties

of related life he could not fail to be so in the Fraternity. He was

made a Mason in St. John’s Lodge, Providence. October 4, 1758, and

held oflice in that lodge as secretary for eleven successive years. being

present at eighty of the ninety-seven meetings held by the lodge during

that period. When he became a member of the Society of Friends his

active connection with Freemasonry ceased, but he upheld the institu

tion and its principles during his life and through the days of Anti

Masonry did not hesitate to express his belief in the purposes of the

Fraternity as they were best taught and exemplified. He had a deep

seatcd love for St. John's Lodge. Providence, and was always glad to

learn of its welfare and progress. He respected the Fraternity which

taught so many of the principles for which he worked and in which he

believed. It is as a good Mason and a true man that we may remember

Moses Brown In the days when fidelity to a cause or institution meant

something of service and sacrifice, he was not found wanting. He had

the courage of his convictions, the patience and perseverance necessary

to carry out in his life the principles to which he was devoted. He did

a great deal for his native state, for education, for the cause of hu
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manity and morality. He urged the duty of good citizenship and devo

tion to country upon every man, and held liberal ideas concerning man’s

broader education and his fraternal responsibilities, which were not

shared by many of his contemporaries. That he did something to

practically carry out his ideas must be remembered to his credit. He

helped to lay the foundations for institutions which have thrived be

yond his imaginings. He did not wait for time to prove that he was in

the right, but begun upon what he thought was truth, to lay a founda

tion for future usefulness to his city, to his state, his country and his

brother man. Such an individual honors humanity and helps lift it to

the plane where it is “ but little lower than the angels.” As a Mason

and a citizen the Fraternity may well recognize the virtues of Moses

Brown, realizing that the true man proves himself in all life’s varied

relations an aid to his weaker brother, an incentive to nobler living, an

encouragement to all who strive in behalf of principles and causes ; an

uplifting to those who hear the burden and heat of the day, that so too

their work may stand, and their memory be blessed when they shall

have passed from earth.

ONE of our esteemed exchanges, in referring to the various branches
of Freemasonry, makes use of the following words: I“ In every body

of Masonry from Blue Lodge to Shrine,” thus implying that highest

Masonic rank belongs to the last named society. Many of its ardent

upholders believe that such is indeed the case. A prominent Mason

recently said to the present writer that the Shrine organization is the

only Masonic body that fully satisfies the expectations of its members.

It is popular, therefore, he added, as Lodge and Commandery never

can be. It will survive no matter what happens to them. He also ex

pressed his confident belief that mauy young men were now drawn to

Freemasonry by their strong desire to gain membership in this com

paratively new organization which, in their judgment, stands at the

head of all Masonic bodies. Notwithstanding all such affirmations, the

proposition still holds good that this popular association here referred

to is but an accessory to Ancient Craft Masonry-at the best holding

but a semi-detached relation to the great fraternal organization from

which it draws its membership. There are other Societies of growing

influence which select their members from the same source. These are

all right enough in their place, but it is questionable whether they can

properly be ranked among “ Masonic bodies."
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destitute and. gnsmers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the RzrosrroaY will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.—Em'roa.1

“ Is there any degree in Freemasonry designated by the name of

Jepthah’s Daughter? What name did the daughter of Jepthah hear?"

The Bible story of Jepthah the Gileadite is full of interest. Jepthah

was a wise ruler, and a bold and successful leader of his people in

fierce contests with the Ammonites and the Ephraimites. Before en

countering the Ammonitcs in battle he made a rash vow, that, if vic

torious, he would surely make a sacrifice of the first person who should

come forth to meet him at his ret'urn to his own house in Mizpeh. He

was victorious. When returning to his house his daughter came forth

to meet him-his only child in'whom his heart was bound up. She

came forth joyfully with her companions to give her father greeting as

the triumphant hero. When he saw her, he rent his robes and cried

aloud: “ Alas! my daughter, thou hast brought me very low, for I

have opened my mouth unto the Lord, and cannot go back.” She was

of noble spirit and she would not ask her father to break his solemn

pledge. The record says: “ He did with her according to his vow.”

Just what Jepthah's rash vow was is not known; nor is it at all certain

what was the penalty visited upon the heroic young woman, whose

name has not been preserved. It is a matter of doubt whether she was

offered up in sacrifice, or whether she was merely doomed to live in

seclusion and in perpetual celibacy. “Jepthah’s Daughter” is the

designation of the first degree of the American Adoptive Rite, to which

the name Masonic is sometimes applied, although incorrectly “ Female

Masonry " is a misleading phrase; and yet there is a large and

influential organization of men and women who have taken the five

degrees of the Order of the Eastern Star, the first degree being Jepthah’s

Daughter. or the daughter’s degree; the second, Ruth, the widow’s de

gree; the third, Esther, or the wife’s degree; the fourth, Martha, or

the sister’s degree; and the fifth, Electra, or the Christian Martyr’s

degree. The lessons of those degrees are excellent, but they constitute

no part of Freemasonry.

“Announcement is made in the last issue of the Rarosrronr of the

recent expulsion by the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts. of two well

0
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known Craftsmen from all the rights and privileges of Freemasonry.

Is it proper to state the offence for which this severe penalty is im

posed?”

An authorized statement has been made that the two persons referred

to, against whom the sentence of expulsion was decreed by the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts, September 12, 1894, were found guilty of the

serious offence of having prepared and wrongfully circulated a cipher

or key of the Masonic ritual. There were other charges more or less

involved in this principal offence. Both of the expelled brethren had

attained excellent rank. One of them had been Grand Lecturer for a

term of several years at a salary of $2,000 per year. His action showed

base ingratitude as well as lack of moral principle. The best excuse

that can be made for the ofiender is to suppose that his mind was

affected, and that he acted without a full consciousness of the character

and bearings of his wrongful course.

“Can the ordinary business pertaining to Masonic afi‘airs properly

be transacted in a Lodge of Entered Apprentices? Please state the

rule defining any limitations that may exist in this respect?"

A negative answer must be given to the question asked by our cor

respondent. Master Masons only constitute the membership of a

Lodge, and the legislation of a Lodge belongs to its members. In the

jurisdiction where our friend resides, Massachusetts, the following is

the prescribed rule to the transaction of business: " No business other

than that appertaining to the work and lectures shall be transacted in

a Lodge while open on the first or second degree. All general business,

such as the election and installation of officers, the discussion of ques

tions relating to the general interests of the Fraternity, and the local

afi’airs of the Lodge, shall be transacted in a Master’s Lodge.” In

nearly all American Masonic Lodges the foregoing regulation determines

the order of procedure. In some Grand Lodge jurisdiction the rule is

not so definitely stated. perhaps, but we know of no Grand Lodge in

the United States which authorizes the transaction of general business

in a Lodge of Entered Apprentices or Fellow Crafts. In Canada. and

in some other foreign jurisdictions, such a practice is still permitted.

A Master’s Lodge is the rightful place for legislation and business.

“ Is not the presence of a charter essential to the lawful working of

a Lodge of Masons? The W. Master of the Lodge to which 1

belong has the charter of it in his keeping, and keeps it in a safe at his

place of business. Last Lodge night he omitted to take out the parch

ment and bring it to the hall, hence our meeting was held without the

presence of the charter. Was the communication a legal one? ”
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The charter of a Lodge has a two fold signification. Principally it

represents the authority by which a subordinate Lodge meets and

works. It is the sign or evidence of that action which has been taken

by a lawful power in breathing the breath of life into a subordinate

organization. Such action must be taken before the Lodge can be

legally constituted; and there must be evidence of the fact. In this

view it is clearly apparent that a charter is an essential prerequisite to

the meetings of a Lodge. and that without such a charter the gatherings

of Masons would be irregular and unauthorized. It does not follow,

however. that the written or engrossed document. the formal and tech

nical charter, should always be present in the Lodge in order to give

regularity t0 the proceedings. There is no such absolute requirement

having the force of a landmark, although, of course, it may be in

cluded among the specific rules of a Grand or Subordinate Lodge. In

the absence of a. specific law on this point we should hold that the con

ferring of degrees and the transaction of business by a regular Lodge

would be lawful and binding when, as in the case stated, the charter

was outside the walls of the Lodge room.

Editorial flutes.

AT THIS season of the year numerous Masonic organizations hold

their annual meetings. Much interest naturally attaches to the election

of officers, and the prosperity of the Lodge, Chapter or Commandery,

is involved in the choice of well-qualified brethren to fill the respective

stations. Our word of exhortation is, select the best men available for

the offices. Do not let selfish and personal considerations determine

the choice, thereby, perhaps, impairing the usefulness of the organiza

tion. No man should be put at the head of a Lodge or other Masonic

body who lacks ability or who is wanting in the elements of moral

character. ‘Select the best men for officers.

chamsaa, the closing month of the year, invites to retrospection.

We take a backward look to note many things pleasant or otherwise,

and to profit by the review. If the past twelve months have brought to

us prosperity let us be grateful and glad, holding ourselves in due hu

mility. If we have sufl’ered losses; if the record made by the year 1894.

so far as our individual experience is concerned, seems dark and dismal,

still let us not lose hope, thinking, as we have a right to think, that the

future has something better in store for us. If we have made mistakes
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over which we bitterly grieve, yet let us not despair. We may profit by

the mistakes of former times, and so become wiser and better as the

years go by.

Bao. H. WALEs LINES, whose portrait was shown as the frontispieee of

the last number of the REPosiToar, is an “ all around ” man in the best

definition of the term. One of the papers published in Meriden, Conn"

where our friend resides, describes him as a citizen interested in every

thing that relates to the public welfare. He has shown practical sym

pathy not with one worthy movement alone, but with a multitude of

enterprises intended to help the community. “ One day it might

have been a gigantic enterprise. to add to Meriden's material growth;

the next, something to please the masses, such as a brass band. a base

ball association, a bicycle club, a temperance society, a church fair, a

helping hand to the soldiers who saved the Union, or to the workmen,

or to the sick and destitute,—-a ready service and generous contribu

tions for the various movements which enlist the sympathy and claim

the support of the good citizen." It is the man of such a type who en

ters the Masonic Fraternity not merely to absorb good, but to do good.

and who helps to exalt the institution to a higher plane of honor and

usefulness.

INGRATITUDE is a common failing of our humanity. We are prone. to

forget our benefactors. By the favors of others we are helped forward

in the struggle of life. and perhaps we attain a good measure of success.

In our day of prosperity do we not sometimes forget the faithful friends

who have rendered essential help? We may have been in trouble,

called upon to pass through an experience of difficulty, at which time

sympathy and aid were shown to us by some one to whom we made

appeal.-do we forget the helping hand when no longer we need its

support? Craftsmen especially ought to guard against the fault of

ingratitude, and to keep ever in mind the remembrance that Free

masonry inculcates the spirit of gratitude.

WE NOTICE action taken by Masonic Grand Lodges and their subor

dinates in some jurisdictions evidently intended to hold each Lodge to

the care and support of its own members if they should be sick or in

need, thus requiring some temporary help. The legislation referred to

is in imitation of rules and requirements observed in other fraternities,

when aid rendered to a brother of another lodge is noted upon a travel

ing card and payment is expected from the lodge in which the benficiary

has membership. Such a system may work well in the bodies referred

to, but it does not accord with the spirit of Freemasonry. Such local
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and formal ways of administering help to a distressed brother hardly

fulfil Masonic requirements.

Consmsaasu: discussion has followed the action recently taken by

the Supreme Grand Chapter of England, in shortening the qualifying

period between the Master Mason’s Degree and the Royal Arch from

one year to one month, and several prominent Craftsmen have expressed

an opinion adverse to the change. One brother makes the point that

a year is none too long a time to test the qualifications of a Master

Mason for advancement. During a year of waiting it can be ascer

tained whether or not he is a “ clubable man,” and is likely to assim

ilate with the Craft. Another suggests that one month is altogether

too short a period for a Mason to acquire the knowledge of “pure

Antient Masonry,” without which he ought not to go forward. The

London Freemason admits the force of the last named objection, but

suggests that. as the Book of Constitutions declares the Supreme Order

of the Holy Royal Arch to be included in “ pure Antient Masonry,"

every reasonable facility should be ofl’ered to the new Mason to become

acquainted with the whole system. Our excellent contemporary also

points out the fact that it is rather late to scrutinize the temper and

temperament of a man after he has taken the first three Degrees.

Such a scrutiny should be made before the candidate is initiated.

THE common LAW of Freemasonry is derived from the character and

the just demands of God Himself. The moral law is a universal law,

and is the abiding foundation of Masonic Ethics. It is everywhere

binding and is of superior obligation. This common law is revealed in

the human conscience as well as in the Holy Scriptures. Every well

informed brother will give attention to the Divine Law as thus an

nounced. It is a first principle in the Masonic system to bind the

heart and the life to the law of God—to recognize moral accountability.

Then follow special laws and requirements set forth in the practice and

legislation of the Craft. These have importance; but it must always

be borne in mind that all Masonic obligations are assured to be in con

formity with the law of God. Without such agreement they would

have no binding force. '
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Masonic items.

[Theitemsthst appear under this head are gathered from varlous sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts lhtli. reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to " Ma

sonlc News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general Interest to the Craft. “'e shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Eighty-Eighth Annual Conlave of

the Grand Commandery of Massa

chusetts and Rhode island.

Nearly two hundred and fifty mem

bers were present at the eighty-eighth

annual conclave of the Grand (‘om

mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode

island, held in Masonic Temple. Bos

ton, October 25, 1894, all of the Com

manderies in thejurisdiction with but

two exceptions being represented. Fol

lowing the devotional exercises con

ducted by the Grand Prelate, Eminent

Sir Rev. Thomas E. St. John, the oili

cial reports were read by Grand Re

corder, Eminent Sir Benjamin W.

Rowell. The statistics showed the

total membership in Massachusetts

and Rhode Island to be i0,38-i, Boston

Commandery, the largest in the world,

having 783 members. The Grand

Treasurer, Eminent Sir James H.

Upham, presented his report which

showed the financial prosperity of the

Grand Body, as did also the report of

the Trustees of the Grand Fund. The

Right Eminent Grand Commander,

Sir Charles 0. Fry, alluded in the

course of 'his interesting address to

the next Triennial Conclave of the

Grand Encampment of the United

States to be held in Boston in August,

1895, expected to be the “grandest

gathering 0! Knights 'i‘empiars the

world has ever witnessed." The

Grand Commander expressed his con

fident anticipation that the approach

ing Triennial would exemplify in the

highest degree, “the spirit of courtesy

and hospitality, which are the never

i’ailing characteristics of the Order.“

After the dinner, served at one

o'clock, the following Grand Officers

for 1894-95 were unanimously elected:

Grand Commander, R. E. Sir Sam

uel (J. Lawrence; Deputy Grand Gom

mander, E. Sir Eugene H.Richards;

Grand Generalissimo, E. Sir Wm.

B. Walker; Grand Captain General,

E. Sir Walter Cutting; Grand Pre

iate, E. Sir Rev. Thomas E. St.

John;Grand Senior Warden, E. Sir

Geo. L. Sheplcy; Grand Junior War

den, E. Sir Herbert F. Morse;

Grand 'l‘rcasurer, E. Sir James H.

Upham; Grand Recorder, E. Sir

Benj. W. Rowcli; Trustee of the

Grand Fund for three years, E. Sir

John (.‘arr. Grand Commander Law

rence appointed as Grand Standard

Bearer E. Sir Winthrop Messenger;

Grand Sword Bearer, E. Sir George

E. Hilton; Grand Warder, E. Sir

Henry G. Jordan; Grand Captain of

the Guard, E. Sir Albion F. Welch;

Grand Lecturers, E. Sirs George H.

Kenyon, Freeman 0. Hersey, Henry

S. Rowe and Charles S. Crane; Grand

Sentinel, E. Sir Henry I). Wilder.

The officers-elect and appointed were

installed into office by the retiring
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Grand Commander, R. E. Sir Knight

Fry, assisted by R. E. Sir James

Swords.

The following standing committees

were appointed: On Foreign Corre

spondence—R. E. Sir Rev. Henry W.

Rugg and E. Sir Rev. P. Voorhees

Finch. Jurisprudence —R. E. Sirs

George H. Burnham, Charles A. Stott

and Charles C. Hutchinson. Finance

—E. Sirs Arthur G. Pollard, Robert

S. Franklin and Frederick H. Spring

By-laws—E. Sirs Joseph W. Hill,

Charles Harris and William Robinson.

Printing—E. Sirs Benjamin W. Row

ell, George Cashing and Charles W.

Savvyer. Credentials—E. Sir-s Ed

ward '1‘. Pigeon, James M. Blanchard

and Lafayette G. Blair._

After the business of the Conclave

was ended, Grand Commander Lau

rence in the name of the Grand Com

mandery presented the retiring Grand

Commander R. E. Sir Charles C. Fry

with an elegant East Grand Comman

der’s jewel. Well-chosen words

were spoken by both Sir Knights in

giving and receiving the iewcl which

was a fitting tribute to one well

worthy of esteem.

The Quarter-Centennial of joseph

Warren Commandery, Roxbury,

Mass..

The twenty-fifth anniversary of

Joseph Warren Counnandcry. was

celebrated in Roxbury Thursday even

ing, October 25. The newly-elected

Grand Commander of the Grand Com

mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island together with his suite were

received by the members of the Sub

ordinate Counnandery and their guests

numbering several hundred ladies and

gentlemen. Following the reception

an historical sketch of the formation

and growth ot‘ Joseph Warren Com

mandery was read by Past E. Sir

John I. Newton. A delightful musi

cal programme was then rendered

under the direction of John (3. War

ren, organist of the Commandery.

E. Sir Samuel Little presented the.

Commandery with an oil portrait of

General Joseph Warren, a most ap

propriate and acceptable gift. The.

anniversary banquet was enjoyed by

all who partook.I the after dinner

speeches forming a fitting close to the.

anniversary celebration which was

successful in all lts features. Among

the distinguished guests of the even

ing were: R. E. Samuel C. Lawrence,

Grand Commander; Grand Recorder

Benjamin W. Rowell, Grand Standard

Bearer Winthrop Messenger. Grand

Sword Bearer George E. Hilton,

Grand Warder Henry G. Jordan,

Grand Lecturer Henry S. Rowe,

Grand Sentinel Henry D. Wilder, Past

Grand Commanders W. H. H. Sonic

and Charles C. Fry.

Death of An Esteemed Craftsman.

Bro. William H. Miller who dled at

his home in Merideu, Conn., October

16, 1894, is deserving of something

more than a passing notice, both on

account of .the public positions of

trust; that he had faithfully filled and

the excellence of his character. He

was born in Ramapo, N. Y., April 29,

1822, but had spent a considerable

part of his life in Connecticut. For

many years he was engaged in manu

facturing, havlng been employed at

Colt‘s Armory and by the'Charles

Parker Company at the time it was

making guns for the Government. in

1873 Mr. Miller and his brother Geo.

W., organized the Miller Bros. Cut

lery Co. In 1886 President Cleveland

appointed Mr. Miller postmaster at

Meriden and he continued in office

four years. Since his retirement from

the position he has not re-cntered into
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business. Forty-five years ago Mr.

Miller married Miss Jane Haven of

Hartford who survives him as do also

a son Arthur and a daughter Ida. Mr.

Miller was a member of St. Paul's

Universalist Church and had held

nearly every position of trust in the

gift of that society. His record as a

member of the Masonic Fraternity is

a long and honorable one. He ap

plied for membership in (‘hicopee

Masonic Lodge July 1, 1802; was ac

cepted August 5th, received as E. A.

Sept. 2, raised to the degree of I“. (J.

Oct. 4 and made a Master Mason Dec.

2, 1862. April 15, 1867, Bro. Miller

joined Merideu Lodge No. 77 by dimit.

He was exalted in Keystone Chapter,

N0. 27, R. A. M., March 29, 1864 and

served as High Priest the two years of

1868 and 186%). He was received and

greeted in Hamilton Council, No. 24,

R. and S. M., April 16, 1864, and

elected 'l‘. I. Maslcr in 186-"), serving

four years. In !870 he was l’relatc of

St. Elmo (Jommaiidery and in 1873 its

Eminent Commander. In December

1885 he was elected Recorder of St.

Elmo which office he continued to

hold at the time of his death. The

Knights 'l‘emplars took charge of his

funeral and escorted the remains to

their.tinal resling place in Walnut

Grave Cemetery. His pastor in an

address at the funeral characterized

Bro. Miller as preeminently a good

man in the Hebrew sense of the word;

good, and as distinguished from the

merely just man in possessing those

amiable virtues that made him the

friend of everybody. The children

especially, were attracted by his

cheerful words and friendly interest.

It is not too much to say of him that

he combined to a degree those ele

ments of Christian character that won

the respect and love of all. We may

add that he was deservedly respected

by Masons and Templars who mourn

the taking away of a faithful brother

and a courteous Sir Knight.

Massachusetts Union of Knight!

Templars Commanders.

The first meeting after vacation of

the llrlassaehnsetts Union of Knights

'l‘emplars Commanders was held Fri

day evening October 19, at the Parker

House, Boston. The President of the

Union. R.E. Sir John P. Sanborn,

was unable to be present and the

gathering was presided over by the

Vice President, E. Sir Daniel W.

Jones. At the close of the business

meeting those present, numbering one

'hundred and two, partook of an en

ioyable banquet. 'l‘he after-dinner

exercises were of a most pleasing

character and included a speech from

E. Sir Thomas Walker, Past Comman

der of the Encampment of St. John

and Grand Master of Masons in New

Brunswick who was an honored guest

of the Union. Following his speech

many of the Brethren took part in a

friendly discussion of subjects per

taining to the success and growth of

the organization represented.

Consecration of Burial Lot and Dedi

cation of Monument in Mt. H pe

Cemetery—Presented by Brother

John H. Collamore, to the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts.

'l‘heconsecration and dedication of

the third Masonic burial lot and monu

ment in Mt. Hope Cemetery, presented

by Bro. John H. Collamore, took

place, October 29, 1894. There was a

large attendance of members and Ot’fl

cers of the Grand Lodge, together

with members from subordinate

Lodges, and prominent Masons in the

State. Boston and De Molay Com

manderies escorted the Grand Lodge

and turned out in large numbers. The
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weather was all that could be desired

and the impressive ceremonies per

formed around the monument were

enjoyed by many who will not soon

forget the hour or the scene.

The Grand Lodge assembled in Ma

sonic Temple, Boston, at 12 :30 o‘clock.

M. W. Bro. Otis Weld, being ill,

Deputy Grand Master Edwin B.

Holmes opened the Lodge in due

form, with the following named Grand

Officers: Henry G. Fay as Deputy

Grand Master, William H. H. Soule

as Senior Grand Warden, Charles S.

Robertson as Junior Grand Warden,

George B. Rhodes as Grand Treas

urer, Sereno D. Nickerson as Record

ing Grand Secretary, S. Lothrop

Thorndike as Corresponding Grand

Secretary, Lewis M. Crane, Quincy

Bicknell, Jr., Charles H. Littlefleld,

Lester H. Cudworth, Herbert l. Mitch

ell, Amos A. Lawrence and James E.

McCreery, District Deputy Grand

Masters; Rev. Edward A. Horton,

Grand Chaplain; Charles E. Phipps,

Grand Marshal; Chauncy E. Peck,

Grand Lecturer; Henry G. Jordan as

Senior Grand Deacon ; Henry S. Rowe,

Junior Grand Deacon ; J. Alfred

Messenger as Senior Grand Steward;

George W. Sampson, Daniel J. Strain

and Walter E. Lewisohn as Junior

Grand Stewards; waiter F. Lansil,

Grand Sword Bearer; Z. L. Bicknell,

Grand Standard Bearer; Henry Spav

in and William P. Treat as Grand

Pursuivants; Howard M Dow, Grand

Organist; John H. Chester, Grand

'l‘yler.

The Grand Lodge and its escorting

Commanderies then formed in pro

cession and marched to the Park

Sguare Station, where a special train

was waiting to convey them to Forest

Hills. On their arrival the lines were

reformed and the Brethrenand Sir

Knights marched to the,Burial'II)-t

where they assembled around the

Monument. After appropriate music

and the singing of a Hymn, Brother

Collamore the donor of the lot and

monument requested the Grand Mas

ter to consecrate the lot and dedicate

the monument according to Masonic

ritual. The Grand Master accepted

the duty after which selections of

Scripture were read by Prelate Frank

Gammell of De Molay Comlnaudery

and the Grand Chaplain Rev. Edward

A. Horton, with responses by the

Brethren. Invocation was then ofi'ered

by the Grand Chaplain and after

another selection from the Band, the

Grand Master said: “By virtue of

authority vested in me by the Grand

Master of Masons in Massachusetts, I

do now solemnly and forever conse

crate this Burial Lot to the high pur

pose for which it is given—that of

being set apart through all coming

time as the final resting place for the

remains of those of our deceased

brethren who shall here be buried by

permission of the Grand Master of

Masons in Massachusetts.”

Following the ceremony of conse

cration the Monument was unveiled

by Grand Tyler, John H. Chester;

the Architect, Mr. Henry H. McGrath

surrendering the working tools of the

Craft. The ancient form of dedication

was then proceeded with, the proper

Grand Officers performing their re

spective duties, and the musical selec

tions being rendered by the quartet.

The oration by acting Grand Mas~

ter Bro. Edwin .8. Holmes was

thoughtful and suggestive. He spoke

of the principle of true brotherhood

which Masonry emphasizes and the

Fraternity which binds man to man

without regard to outward circum

stances. He said: l"'This Monument

is erected because Masonry exists; it

is the legitimate outgrowth of princi

7
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pies which are at the foundat‘on of

our order. It stands a fitting symbol

of brotherly love, relief and truth.

TheSe principles are manifest in the

Mason’s heart most strongly toward

the cheerless, needy and depressed.

He best bears his burden who assists

to bear another‘s.”

A hymn was then sung by the

Brethren, followed by an address by

Rev. Edward A. Horton. He spoke

eloquently of the dependence of each

human being upon another, of the

part which each man is destined to

play in the progress of the race. He

also dwelt upon the truth of man‘s

immortality and the Christian belief

that Brothers shall join hands beyond

the grave. “We shall not lay the

humblest brother in this consecrated

place believing that we consign him

to the dreamless dust and tongueless

silence. We belong to that hereafter

from whence we shall look back upon

these scenes with pleasure. Granite

may crumble and marble decay, but

the principles of Masonry are eter

nal.”

The benediction was then pro

nounced by the Grand Chaplain after

which the lines were formed and the

procession marched to the station

where a special train was taken for

Boston.

The burial lot contains thirty-five

hundred feet 0! land and is situated in

a commanding position in the beauti

ful Cemetery. The monument is

built of Quincy granite and is of

noble design and finished execution.

it will be a lasting tribute to Frater

nity as believed in by the true Mason;

it will long serve to keep before men

their common duty and destiny. The

donor of this lot and monument, our

distinguished Brother John H. Colla

more, will receive the heartfelt grati

tude of his Brethren for his gencros

ity; he will long be remembered and

held dear as one who loves his fellow

man and who gives practical proof of

his belief in hulnan brotherhood.

Appointment of Bro. Eli C. Birdsey

as Grand Recorder of the Grand

Commandery of Connecticut.

Ofiicial notice has been received that

R. E. Grand (Iommander G. H. Wilson

of the Grand Uommandery Knights

Templars of (‘onnecticut has appoint

ed K. E. Sir Eli C. Birdsey of Meriden

Grand Recorder for the remainder of

the current Templar year to fill the

vacancy caused by the death of E.

Sir J. K. Wheeler. Brother Birdsey

is a prominent Mason and Knight

Templar and will come to his new

office well-equipped and fitted for the

work which we are confident he will

perform with ability and faithful

ness.

Death of Two Estimable Masons_

Brother Marquis F. King, Deputy

for Maine and Commandcr-in-(Yhief of

Maine (‘ouncil of Deliberation, makes

oliicial announcement of the death of

Edward Cashing Munson, 32“, and

John Freeman Randall 32", both of

Portland. Brother Munson died Sept.

16, 1894 and Brother Randall Novem

ber 7, 1894. These Brethren were

well-known in Masonic. circles and

were highly esteemed by their asso

ciatcs. They Will be truly mourned

and long remembered.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Announcement and Appeal by the

Directors of the Masonic Home of

Pennsylvania.

The Board of Management of this

beneficent institution. located at Phil

adelphia, has fixed upon New Year‘s
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Day. Tuesday, Jan. 1, 1895, as a Re

ception and Donation Day, and have

sent out this earnest appeal for gener

ous contributions, intending, if the

offerings prove sufilcient, to makea

much needed addition to their present

structure. They say: “ We have

now thirty-seven aged Brethren in the

Home and all the beds for which we

have room will be occupied by the ad

mission of four others, which renders

it imperative to'enlarge our establish

ment. Plans have been prepared for

a plain but substantial addition to our

north wing, fronting on Ontario St.,

which will give sufficient room for

forty-two beds. This additional build

ing will cost about $7,500. and a steam

heating plant for our whole institu

tion, $2,500. With 810,000 we can se

cure ample accommodations for many

years. We ask you to give us your

share of this amount. Our previous

appeals have always been promptly

and liberally responded to; we know

that we shall not be disappointed in

this one.“

.THE WEST.

Fifty-fifth Annual Communication of

the Grand Lodge of Illinois.

Exceedingly interesting sessions of

the Grand Lodge of Illinois were held

in Central Music Hall, Chicago, on

Tuesday, October 2, 1894. and the

three days next following. Grand

Master Goddard presided and deliv

ered an able address. He said: “The.

distress in financial and industrial

affairs has not in any way stayed the

progress of Masonry throughout our

Grand Jurisdiction. Indeed, it has

been a year of unusual interest and

activity—a year of success in cement

ing more strongly the ties of brotherly

love and affection, in developing a

broader view of the beautiful teach

ings and purifying influence of our

noble fraternity." The decisions an

nounced by the Grand Master were ap

proved by the Grand Lodge. Among

these decisions we note the following:

“ Applications were made by several

Lodges for permission to act as escort

to Commanderies of Knights Templar

on Ascension Day, Easter Sunday and

other occasions. Think of the incon

sistency of an unarmed body of Ma

sons presuming to act as escort 0r

guard to an armed Uommandery of

Knights Templar. It ought to be un

derstood by all that it is not custom

ary for a Lodge of Ancient Craft Ma

sons to act as escort to any other

organized body." The Grand Master

very sensibly declined to grant such

applications. Grand Secretary Dill

reported the. total amount of dues col

lected for 1894, to be $36,504. The

amount. contributed for Masonic char

itable purposes during the year was

$27,791.17. The membership reported

was 49,236. The Grand Lodge voted

to appropriate $5,000 from its funds

to the Illinois Masonic Orphans‘ Home.

Bro. Leroy A. Goddard was re-elected

Grand Master and Bro. J. H. C. Dill,

Grand Secretary. The Illinois Free

mason says that there were about one

thousand representatives present at

the Grand Lodge services and almost

as many visitors.

Annual Meetings of Grand Bodies of

Illinois.

The thirty-eighth annual conelave

of the Grand (lommandcry of Illinois

was held in Masonic Temple, Chicago,

October 23 and 24, 1894. Grand Uom

mandcr Harvey M. Hall presided and

delivered an annual address touch

ing upon various matters of interest

throughout thejurisdiction. Reports

showed a membership of nine thou
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sand Sir Knights in the State. Two

new Commanderies were granted char

ters—Lincoln Park, No. 64 and St.

Elmo, No. 65, at Irving Park. The

report on correspondence presented

by R. E. Sir John C. Smith contained

a most interesting feature—an article

upon “The Illustrious Order of Hos

pitallers and Knights of St. John of

Jerusalem,” a valuable contribution

to Templar literature. Among the

distinguished guests of the Grand

Commandery were R. E. Sir Josiah

H. Drummond, Past Grand Comman

der 0! the Grand Commandery of

Maine and Past Grand Master of Mas

ons in that jurisdiction, and Hugh

McCurdy, Grand Master of Knights

'l‘emplars in the United States, both

of whom addressed the assembled Sir

Knights. The Grand Officers elected

and installed for the ensuing Ma

sonic year are as follows: Grand

Commander, E. Sir H. H. Montgom

ery, of Carrollton; Deputy Grand

Commander, E. Sir A. L. Webster, of

Danville; Grand Generalissimo, E.

Sir E. C. Pace, of Ashley; Grand

Captain General, E. Sir J. P. Sherwin,

of Chicago; Grand Prelate, E. Sir

and Rev. James Miller, of Blooming

ton; Grand Senior Warden, E. Sir

William Jenkins, of Mendota; Grand

Junior Warden, E. Sir Geo. W. Cur

tiss, of Peoria; Grand Treasurer, E.

Sir John H. Whitbeck, of Chicago;

Grand Recorder, E. Sir Gilbert W.

Barnard, of Chicago; Grand Standard

Bearer, E. Sir James B. McFatl-ich,

of Chicago; Grand Sword Bearer, E.

Sir Chas. 1’. Kane, of Springfield;

Grand Warder, E. Sir F. E. Win

slow, of Jacksonville; Grand Captain

Guards, E. Sir William Lindsay Orr,

of Chicago.

The Grand Council of Royal and

Select Masters held its forty-second

annual assembly, in Chicago, October

24, 1894, there being an unusually

large attendance. The Most Illus

trious Grand Master Frederick C.

Winslow opened the Assembly and

gave an annual address. The Grand

Recorder’s report showed a member

ship in thejurisdiction of twenty-five

hundred. Charters were granted to

four new Councils, at Carrollton, De

Kalb, Turner and Joliet. Bro. A. M.

Werner, of Decatur was elected Grand

Master and Bro. Gil. W. Barnard, of

Chicago, was re-elected Grand Re

corder.

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

Illinois held its forty-fifth annual con

vocation in Chicago, October 25, 1894,

one hundred and eighty chapters being

represented in the attendance. The

Grand High Priest M. E. Comp. J. W.

Hutchinson gave an address which

indicated the general prosperity of the

Grand Body. Chapters at Mason,

Aledo and Normal Park were granted

charters. The report of the finance

committee, favoring an appropriation

of $2,000 to the Masonic Orphans‘

Home was adopted. Between the

morning and afternoon sessions of the

Grand Chapter the Order of High

Priesthood was conferred upon 38 can

didates. It is proposed to make the

annual session of 1896 a reunion of all

the members of the order, to provide

for the notable occasion a suitable pro

gram of entertainment and interest.

The following Grand Officers were

elected for the ensuing year: Grand

High Priest, William M. Milligan, of

Ottawa; Deputy Grand High Priest,

Geo. M. Moulton, of Chicago; Grand

King, Frederick C. Winslow, of Jack

sonville; Grand Scribe, E. L. Stoker,

of Evanston; Grand Treasurer, Wiley

M. Egan, of Chicago; Grand Secre

tary, Gil W. Barnard of Chicago.
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THE SOUTH.

Ninety-fifth Annual Communication

of the Grand Lodge of Kentucky.

October 16, 17 and 18, of the year

1894, were the days assigned for and

used by the meetings of the Grand

Lodge of Kentucky. Grand Master

James W. Staton delivered a long and

able address. The Masonic Home Jour

nal reports him as having “ expressed

his contempt for the whole system

of Grand Representation." He an

nounced a large number of decisions,

one of which was that “ nominations

for oflice in a Masonic Lodge are not

inconsistent with the principles and

practices of Masonry.” The Grand

Lodge approved—and yet there seems

to be a better way of procedure. A

committee was appointed to present

at the next session a plan for the cel

ebration of the Centennial of the

Grand Lodge of Kentucky, which

will occur in the year 1900. Bro. H.

H. Holemau, of Mndisonville, was

elected Grand Master, and Bro. Henry

B. Grant, of Louisville, was re-elected

Grand Secretary. In this connection

mention may properly be made of the

annual meetings of two other Grand

Masonic bodies in Louisville. about

the same time, viz. : the Grmid Coun

cil on the evening of October 15th, and

the Grand Chapter on the evening of

October 16th. Bro. Henry Ranshaw,

of Covington, was elected Grand Mas

ter of the first organization, and Com

panion James-D. Lewis, of Bowling

Green, was elected Grand High Priest

of the Grand Chapter.

Seventy-Fourth Annual Communica

tion of the Grand Lodge of Mis

souri.

_'l‘he G rand Lodge of Missouri held

its seventy-fourth annual communica

tion in St. Louis, October 9, 10, 1],

1894, one hundred and fifty-nine lodges

being represented. Grand Master

Harry Keene announced in his address

that dispensations had been granted to

five new Lodges at .Clifton Heights,

Winona, Westport, Warsaw and Grant

City. The corner-stones of buildings

had been laid with appropriate Ma

sonic ceremonies, as follows: Court

House at Joplin, New Central College

at Fayette, Court House at Lebanon,

New Normal School at Springfield,

Public School at Ozark, Court House

at Carthage, Masonic Halls at Festus

and Hillsboro‘. The Grand Master

declined to lay the corner-stone of Dr.

Still's Infirmary at Kirksville, because

it was a private institution. The fol

lowing oi’flcers were elected: Joshua

B. Thomas, Grand Master; A. M.

Hough, Deputy Grand Master; D. A.

Jamison, Senior Grand Warden; F. J.

Zygard, Junior Grand Warden', S. M.

Keuuard, Grand Treasurer; Dr. J. D.

Vincil, Grand Secretary. The Grand

Lodge closed to meet in Jefl‘erson City,

October 15, 1895.

NEW MEXICO.

The Grand Lodge of New Mexico

held its annual session Oct. 1st and 2d.

The discussion of the feasibility 01'

erecting a Masons‘ Sanitarium at

Santa Fé was most animated, and the

necessity of such a building was made

apparent. The officers elected for the

ensuing year were as follows: Grand

Master, J. J. Kelly, of Silver City;

Deputy Grand Master, Dr. J. H.

Wroth, Albuquerque; Grand Senior

Warden, Geo. S. Wyllys. (.‘errillos;

Grand Junior Warden, C. D. Stevens,

Raton; Grand Treasurer, F. 11. Kent,

Albuquerque; Grand Secretary, A. A.

Keen, Albuquerque.
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Masonic Meetings, December, 1894.

[This list is intended to include meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

those held in Providence. We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate list for each month—EDITOR]

St. John‘s Lodge. No. 1. Newport, Monday Evening. December 10—17.

NeWport Royal Arch Chapter. Tuesday Evening, December 25.

St. Paul‘s Lodge, No. 14, Newport, Monday Evening, December 17.

Washington Commandery, Newport. Wednesday Evening, December 19.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren, Tuesday Evening, December ll—ZT.

Temple Royal Arch Chapter, Warren, Wednesday Evening. December 19.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wickford. Monday Evening, December 10.

St. Alban's Lod e, No. 6, Bristol, Wednesday Evening, December 12.

Hope Chapter, 0. 6, Bristol, Monday Evening, December 3.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7, Chepachet, Saturday Evening, December 8.

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, Lime Rock, Friday Evening, December 7.

Harmony Lodge, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Tuesday Evening. December ll.

Union Lodge, No. 10, intnckct. Wednesday Evening, December l2.

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtuckct. Monday Evening. December 24.

Pawtucket Royal Arch Chapter, No. 4, Wednesday Evening, December i9.

Pawtucket Council, No. 2, R. & S. M.. Monday Evening, December 3.

Holy Sepulchre Commandery, Pawtucket, Friday Evening, December 2i.

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11, EastGrecnwich. Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Manchester Lodge, No. 12, Anthony, Friday Evening, December 7.

Morning Star Lodge. No. 13, Woonsucket, Thursday Evening, December 6

Union Royal Arch Chapter, No.6, Woonsocket, Monday Evening, December 3.

Woonsockct Commandery, Woousocket, Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville. Saturday Evening, December t5.

Warwick Lodge. No. 16, Phenix, Thursday Evening. December 6.

Landmark Royal Arch Chapter, No. 10, Phenix. Friday Evening. December 14.

Temple Lodge, No. 18, Greenville, Saturday Evening. December 15.

Franklin Lodge, No. 20, Westerly. Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Narragansett Commandery, Westerly, Monday Evening. December 10.

Eureka Lod e, No. 22, Portsmouth, Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Aquidncck oyal Arch Chapter, Portsmouth, Monday Evening, December 3.

Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope Valley, Thursday Evening, December 0.

Franklin Royal Arch Chapter, Hope Valley. Wednesday Evening, December 12.

Scituate Royal Arch Chapter. Saturday Evening, December 22.

Jenks Lodge, No, 24, Central Falls, Monday Evening, December 17.

Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield, Wednesday Evening, December 12.

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisvillc, Saturday Evening, December 15.

ionic Lodge, No. 28. Greene. Friday Evening, December 7.

Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence, Friday Evening. December 28.

Atlantic Lodge, No. 3i, New Shorebam, Saturday Evening, December 8.

Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Ccnlredale, Saturday Evening, December 8.

Unity Lodge, No. 34, Lonsdale, Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn, Wednesday Evening, December 12.

Deblois Council, No. 5. Newport, Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Webb Council, No 3, Warren, Tuesday Evening, December 18.

Bristol Lodge, North Attlcboro’, Mass , Tuesday Evening, December 11.

Bristol Commandery, North Attlcboro', Mast-1., Friday Evening, December 2i.

Sutton Commandery, New Bedford, Mass, Thursday Evening, December 20.

Godfrey dc Bouillon Commandery, Fall River, Mass, Monday Evening,

December 17. -

Van Rensclaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. Tuesday Evening, December 11.
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Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR DECEMBER.1894.

St. John’s Lodge, No 1. Providence . . . . . . . . . . . ....Wednesday, December in.

lVlonntv Vernon Lodge. No 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, “ it.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 2i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday, " 7.

Corinthian Lodge. No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 'l‘uesday, “ ll.

Redwnod Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday, “ ill.

Orpheus Lodge. No 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wednesday, " 1‘3.

Nesteli Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Thursriay, " 13.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tbursday, " 20.

Providence Council, Crvptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . .Friday, “ 14.

St. John‘s Commandery. No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday, “ 3.

Calvary Commander-y, No. 13 . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday. “ 4.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday, “ 26.

Adelphoi Lodge. No. 23, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . v . . . . . . . . . . .Tucsday, " 4—18.

l‘iihode Island and Hicinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local intere stwill appear

Secretaries and other ofllcers of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren, are invited and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, notices, etc._ received by the Editor not later than

the 20th of any month will iind place in the issue of the month next following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.|

MANY HEARTS were saddened by the intelligence of the death of Bro. Sam

uel G. Stiness, caused by accident November 5, 1894. lie was attempting to

cross the railroad track, near the Pawtucket station, when his foot slipped and

he feel before the advancing train and was instantly killed. The manner of

his death was a terrible shock to his relatives and friends, and the community

generally was profoundly affected by the sad event. The funeral of the de

ceased was solemnized at Trinity Church, on Thursday, Nov. 8, at 12 M. There

was no Masonic service, but many Craftsmen were present together with the

business associates of the deceased and his family and intimate friends, to show

respect for one who was greatly esteemed and most worthy of the regard in

which he was held. The gathering at the funeral included fifty or more repie

sentatives from the various gas associations with which the deceased was

connected. The service was in accordance with the ritual of the Episcopal

Church. The burial was at Swan Point Cemetery. Bro. Stiness was sixty

five years of age at the. time of his death. He had been a Mason for thirty

years. He was identified with the various departments of Freemasonry and

'l‘emplary and had been deservedly honored in many of the bodies. He was

Deputy Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island during the years 1887 and

1888. He was a Worthy man and a courteous and true hearted Craftsman.

UNION LODGE, No. 10, Pawtucket, held its annual meeting in Masonic Tem

ple of that city on Wednesday evening, November 7th ultimo. The following

named officers were duly elected and appointed for the ensuing year: Wor

shipi‘ul Master—John W. Little; Senior Warden—John F. Clark; Junior

Warden—J. Milton Payne; 'l‘reasurer—James Nisbet; Secretary—Charles R.

Bucklin; Senior Deacon—Elmer E. Lent; Junior Deacon—Frank 0. Draper;
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Senior Steward—Charles S. Foster; Junior Steward—H. Nelson French; Sen

tinel—Charles E. Card; Chaplain—Rev. Frederick W. Hamilton; Organist-

James Dawber; Musical Director—Albert C. White; Marshal—S. Frank Fiske;

Tyler—Edward Card.

The several otilcers were duly installed by District Deputy Grand Master

Livsey, with Wm. H. Scott serving as Master of Ceremonies. John W. Little,

in behalf of the lodge, presented the retiring Master, Joseph W. Freeman, with

a Past Master‘s jewel suitably inscribed. After the exercises a collation was

served.

THE following notice was mislaid, but mindful of the motto, “ Better late

than never," we make apology for having mislaid the Ms. of our correspon

dent and print the communication herewith: The 14th Anniversary of the con

stitution of Nestell Lodge, No. 37, Providence, was observed by a supper given

to members only, in the dining room of Freemason‘s Hall, Friday evening,

Sept. 28, 1894. The intention is to hold these semi—annuals every year and to

admit none but members on such occasions, thus giving the old and new mem

bers the opportunity of meeting together and knowing that each one is a

member of the same Lodge. The attendance speaks volumes for the success

of the first meeting of this kind, 165 out of a membership of 210 being present.

After supper the W.-. Ms. Christopher M. Clissold introduced R.-. W.'. Fred’k

G. Stiles as toastmaster, under whose direction the following exercises were

carried out:

Reading of the deposition of Christian M. Nestell before the Legislative

Committee of Rhode Island, in 1832, by Wu. George Robinson; Quartette,

Mrs. Winslow’s Soothing Syrup; Baritone Solo, Geo. Rueckert; Specialty,

Something in Irish, Harry '1‘. Wood; Tenor Solo, Geo. F. Wheelwright;

Address, Ms. W.'. Edward L. Freeman, an honorary member of this Lodge;

Tenor Solo, “ Tell her I love her so,” James Wallace; Song, “I loved you

better than you knew,” Henry F. Bischofl'; Comic Song. “Shall we ever be

able to fly?" Harry '1‘. Wood; Baritone Solo, The Voyager's, James E. Stevens;

Quartette, Old Farmer Slow; Auld Lang Syne, Nestell Lodge; Three-fitnes

Three.

The evening was one long to be remembered by every brother present.

“ To all, to each, a fair good night;

And pleasing dreams, and sluinbers light.”

THE SEMI-ANNUAL COMMUNICATION of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island,

held in Freemasons Hall, Providence, November 19, 1894, was fairly well at

tended. Several reports were presented, and considerable interest was devel

oped by the statements and recommendations thus brought to the attention of

the Grand Lodge. A committee consisting of R.-. W.-. Bro. Arthur H. Arm

ingtun, Cyrus M. Van Slyck, and W.-. W. H. Scott. to whom had been referred

a proposed amendment to Grand Constitution, reported in favor of a change

of the law relating to the re-admission to membership of brethren dropped

from the rolls for non-payment of dues, and the amendment recommended by

the committee was adopted by the Grand Lodge. The other business trans

acted was for the most part of unimportant character. The usual collation

was provided.
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not finderstood.

Not understood. We move along asunder,

Our paths grow wider as the seasons creep

Alon‘5 the years; we marvel and we wonder

by life is life? And then we fall asleep,

Not understood.

Not understood. We gather false impressions,

And hug them closer as the years go by,

Till virtues often seem to us transgressions;

And thus men rise and fall, and live and die.

Not understood.

Not understood. Poor souls with stunted vision

0ft measure giants by their narrow gauge;

The poisoned shafts of falsehood and derision

Are 0ft impelled ‘gainst those who mould the age,

Not understood.

Not understood. How trifles often change us!

The thoughtless sentence or the fancied slight

Destroy long years of friendship and estrange us,

And on our souls there falls a freezing blight;

Not understood.

Not understood. How many breasts are aching

' For lack of sympathy! Ah! day by day.

How many cheer ess, lonely hearts are breaking!

How many noble spirits pass away,

Not understood.

Oh. God! that men would see a little clearer;

Or jud e less harshly where they cannot see!

Oh, God! t lat men would draw a little nearer

To one another! They’d be nearer Thee,

And understood.

\—Bro. Thomas Bracken.
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The Toss of a listing.

HE was an “ American girl,” and proud of the fact; proud of

her American ancestry; of the sterling integrity and high

sense of honor that had characterized the men, and the purity,

the intelligence and the beauty that had adorned the lives of the women

of her race. It was not a pride that based itself on high social dis

tinction ; that would lead them to boast of being able to trace their an

cestry back to the times of William of Orange, or that would induce

them to bow humbly and seek favor even at the foot of a throne. No;

these were not among the characteristics of the race of Courtneys, of

.which our “ American girl ” was not the least.

Perhaps we can best convey to the reader the quality of the Court

ney family pride, when we state the fact that they were never “ashamed

of a poor relation,” providing always that said relatives were worthy

of their respect. To let one such suffer from want would have been

regarded as a lasting disgrace by the family as far back as they had a

record., In truth, at the very time we introduce Mrs. Guy Courtney to

the reader, one of her and her family's special favorites was only a

third cousin of her father’s, and, by her husband’s death and failure

in trade, had been left in absolute want; but the Cdurtneys at once took

“ Cousin Martha”—that “ dear, loving heart,” as they called her—

to their home, and it henceforth became hers.

Nor was the pride of the Courtneys based on wealth. Their earliest

ancestor of whom they had any knowledge had lived about two hun

dred years gone by in London, was the son of a tradesman. The son

succeeded his father in business, and having acquired a considerable for

tune, founded a small hospital in his native city, then dropped trade.

and for some reason not known to his descendants, purchased a landed

estate, and became what we call a gentleman farmer. One of his

grandsons emigrated to America, became the owner of large tracts of

land in the fertile Mohawk valley, and with his young wife and one

child worked his way up to fortune, and lived and died respected by all

and honored for his manly independence, his pride of character, his

practical sympathy for his poorer neighbors. and his open benevolence.

when thoroughly convinced it was deserved. He was the immediate

founder of that branch of the Courtney family to which we have intro

duced the reader, and we have mentioned the traits that characterized

him, as they form a key to the leading traits of his descendants. In a
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word, the Courtney family, for generations past, had been charitable to

the worthy poor. proud of an honest lineage. and cautious lest that

pride should be tainted by any act that would reflect dishonor on their

fair fame. With these preliminaries, permit me, gentle lady reader, to

introduce to your acquaintance one of the gentlest of your sex, Miss

Esther Courtney—gentle, like the glorious queen whose name she bore.

but with a sublime courage and lofty pride that, like that queen, would

have led her to face all dangers in defence of her own rights or the

rights of those she loved. If she was a leader among her young asso

ciates, it was simply because they followed her by choice. She was not

vain, and dressed simply in the ordinary walks of life, elegantly when

at party or ball, but with exquisite taste always. Beautiful she cer

tainly was, and was conscious of the fact; graceful, not too tall, and

in form and feature all that a loving mother and her nearest and dear

est friends could wish her to be. She could be merry, but never boist

erous, and, unless aroused, was the same gentle, loving, cheerful girl,

whether by her own fireside, in her plain gingham gown, or in full dress

where

“ Youth and pleasure meet

To chase the glowing hours with flying feet."

When we introduce Esther she is seventeen years of age. Her father

died when she was nine, leaving her mother what, to her, was an am

ple fortune, including an elegant home and ample grounds in the sub

nrbs of the city. The widow had no desire to marry again, and repelled

all advances in that direction, Her only son and daughter were her

great pride and hope. Oswald Courtney, now twenty-five, had attended

lectures in medicine from choice, not from necessity, and was now in

Germany fitting himself for his profession.

As we enter the sitting-room of the Courtney family this afternoon

in June, we find Mrs. Guy Courtney an almost perfect picture of what

she was at her daughter's age. Standing near her is Esther; in an

easy rocking chair, in one of her best gowns, is seated “Cousin Martha”

that “ dear, loving heart,” the poor relation.

There is one other present, a child of seven summers. She is play

ing with two kittens, and she seems as mischievous as they. Her

laughing blue eye, her light golden hair, falling in natural curls below

her shoulders, and her childish grace, make her a pretty picture. We

will but mention her name, Catharine Carroll, properly, but “Kitty ”

now to all others—and herself! We need not introduce her further, for

she has a habit of introducing herself, as the reader will surely find out.
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Mother and daughter are evidently awaiting an arrival, and their

faces wear a pleased look.

“It is time they were here.’ said Mrs. Courtney; “come to the

parlor, Cousin Martha; come Kitty," and Esther leading the way, they

all went together, Kitty taking her little family along. A few moments

later, a carriage appeared in front, and a lady and gentleman alighted,

and mothey and daughter and Kitty met them at the front door to greet

Robert Courtney and wife with kisses and hearty hand-shakings, and

cordial welcomes. When all were seated in the parlor, Esther was first

to speak :

“ I see that you have been promoted again. Cousin Robert. I sup

pose it is our duty to cry, ‘ all hail! Grand Commander !’ I am proud

to think that the Courtneys have been thought worthy in times past, as

now, to hold the higher offices in Masonry, and I believe not one has

ever reflected discredit on the Order."

“ Not one, so far as I kuow,”>replied he. “There is something in

Masonry that seems to attract the Courtney race. It is as if a love of

the Order was born in us, or inherited, and descended from father to

son. 'We, therefore, become attentive and willing scholars from the

start, perform our duties to the best of our ability, and receive far

more credit than we deserve, for what is toil to others is simply pleas

ure to us. Kitty, my dear, how is your little family ?"

“ Very good, now, Cousin Robert; they are asleep, you see. Would

not they make good Masons? They never tell any secrets.”

“ We will see when they are grown, my dear,” he replied, and then

the conversation became general, until the bell rang for tea. As all

aroae to answer the call, Robert Courtney said to Esther:

“ By the by, cousin, Harry Thorndykc will visit the city next week,

and will be my guest for two or three days. He will call upon you

and your mother, of course.”

“ We are always glad to meet Harry,” said Mrs. Courtney, and then

Robert Courtney, gallantly ofiering his arm to Cousin Martha, waited

on the old lady to the tea-room, followed by the others, Kitty bringing

up the rear with her young family.

The reader would naturally think that Esther Courtney, now seven

teen, yet at least two years older in all save her youthful appearance,

was contented with her lot in life. The idol of her home, the especial

favorite of all the Courtneys, far and near, the daughter of one who

had attained the highest honors in Masonry, and, young as she was,

already launched on the sea of “ society,” she found herself hampered

and restrained by its exactions. She must receive innumerable calls,

v
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and of necessity return them. She felt herself the victim of social laws

beyond her power to control. On the day that Cousin Robert and his

wife returned she lacked just two weeks of her seventeenth birthday.

It had been the custom of the Courtney race to celebrate birthdays by

social gathering of themselves and their especial friends. Preparations

were already being made by Mrs. Guy Courtney for the coming event.

Robert Courtney was one in whose judgment Esther bad implicit confi

dence. He had noticed at tea that she was not in her usual happy

mood, and wondered at it. “There is something on her mind,” he

had said to himself. There was. As they arose from the table she

said in her lightest vein:

“Cousin Robert, I have an important secret that I will entrust only

to Masonic ears. And I want a little Masonic advice. Amy won’t be

jealous, and she and mother will excuse us. Let us go to the back

parlor, please. Now, no listening at the keyhole. remember!” and

her low, silvery laugh rang out merrily, but Cousin Robert was not

deceived by it. His keen insight taught him that his dear cousin meant

just what she said—she had a secret and she did want advice. Once

seated in chairs, three feet apart, and placed opposite each other,

'Cousiu Robert asked: \

" Now, what is this secret? and the advice wanted. coz ?"

" The secret, Robert, is this: After my birthday I am determined to

abandon what we call ‘ society ’ until I am eighteen, even if I have to

go and spend the time among our good relatives in New England, or go

to my mother’s brother, in Ohio. I have never been there, you know.”

Robert listened amazed, but calmly asked her what had induced her

to think of taking this step.

“ There are two reasons for it. First, I, young as I am, have already

grown tired of countless ‘ calls,’ and all the rigid exactious that society

imposes. Could we live away from the city even thirty or forty miles,

so that we could be within easy reach of you and Amy, and our other

dear and near relatives and friends, and they could be within an hour’s

ride of us, I could be content. but on yesterday, for instance, mother

and I had over thirty " calls,’ but two of which were on matters of the

slightest importance. The rest were mere society calls, to be returned !

Cousin Robert, I want some time to improve my mind. to fit myself for

a true womanhood, to live to some higher purpose, to devote my in

heritance to wise and noble uses. to systematize my little charities,

and if I marry a man worthy of me and of our race, I would wish to

make myself worthy of him. I see, Cousin Robert, that you are about

to interrupt me. One moment first. I can express my other reason
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for wishing to withdraw from society very, 0h! very briefly. It would,

if known, distress every relative I have. and that reason can be com

pressed in a single name: Harry Thorndyke !”

.At the mention of this name, Robert Courtney, Grand Commander

as he was, lost his command, and sprang to his feet as if a pistol shot

had rung through the adjoining hall. He had known Esther from her

cradle. and he was puzzled beyond expression even at her intention to

give up society for a year, but had she announced that she was about

to become a Catholic, and take a nun’s veil, it would not have sur

prised him more than when she mentioned Harry Thorndyke as being

coupled with her reasons for going away. He. the strong man, of

dauutless soul. who would have faced death unshaken amid the thunder

of artillery, and the cry of fierce battle, stood there appalled and

speechless in the presence of a young girl whom he loved as if she were

his very own. Esther was compelled to break the silence.

“ Oh! Cousin Robert, do not suppose that for one moment I could

have had any occasion to regret my friendship, from my childhood up.

for noble, brave, warm-hearted Harry Thorndyke. Never was my un

dying regard for him stronger than now I”

“ Thank God for that!” fell from the pale lips of Robert Courtney.

“ Speak on, my dear!”

“ Oh ! cousin, can I ever forget, can any Courtney ever forget that,

but for him, death, swift and certain, would have left my dear mother

childless—have left you and your own loved wife childless? Four

Courtneys live to-dsy, because he lived, and dared to battle with almost

certain death until we thought he had sacrificed his life for ours! Can

we ever forget the six long weeks during which he lingered on the verge

of the grave, and that there was not one moment, day or night, in all

that time, that a Courtney was not by his side, and some skilled physi

cian beneath our roof, to watch the slightest change, the faintest

glimmer of hope ?”

“Never! never! my dear Esther, but what has occurred—what

means your bringing in his name in connection with your going away ?"

“ One word first, Cousin Robert. I had a line from him this morn

ing. He has lost the one supreme hope of his life. Viola, without

stating why, has returned his engagement ring and withdrawn her

promise. She refuses to marry him! She, my best living friend out

side my relations, has thus destroyed the fondcst hopes of him to whom

we owe our lives, and the happiness of those we love best. How can I

ever meet her?”

“ Rejected him! She refuses to marry him! 1 can meet her, and
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will! I will meet him, too. I take the first train. Cheer up, dear.

There is some mystery here 1"

He did not delay a moment. He joined his wife and Mrs. Courtney,

told them that he was suddenly called away, that Esther would explain,

and in a few minutes was on his way to the depot to catch the nearly

due evening train.

To the reader, whether belonging to the Order or not, it would nat

urally seem that Robert and Esther Courtney were strangely agitated

over Harry Thorndyke’s rejection as a lover, an event of so frequent

occurrence in social life. But let us revert to the past as briefly as pos

sible. ' '

About seven years before our story opens, Oswald, Esther’s brother.

and Harry Thorndyke went out in a small sailboat, on a narrow, shal

low arm of the sea that penetrated far inland. They were accompanied

by Esther, then ten, and by her cousin Robert Courtney’s only children,
a boy of nine, then a weakly lad, land a girl of six. Oswald was then _

eighteen, and Harry but seventeen, yet the latter, for one of his age.

was endowed with wonderful strength, and was noted above all his

companions in aquatic and all athletic sports. During the ride the

light breeze at starting grew apaee, and a sudden gust of wind caused

the boat to careen, the boom swung around suddenly, and striking Os

wald Courtney on the side of his head, it flung him senseless to the

bottom of the boat. We shall not attempt to describe the scene that

followed. With three children on his hands, his only possible helper

stricken down, the boat slowly but surely filling with water, the young

Hercules succeeded in placing the three children safely on a narrow

sand dune twenty yards away, and then nearly exhausted already by

the frantic struggles of the children while being saved, he saw the

mightier task before him of bringing ashore his unconscious companion.

of nearly his own weight. Murmuring “ God help me!" he plunged

into the water and succeeded, he scarcely knew how himself, in reach

ing the sloping sands with his burden, and then exhausted nature gave

away, and the two companions lay there side by side, their limbs still

in the water, and Esther and her cousins making frantic efforts to drag

their limp bodies up the slope. But help was near. Some fishermen

engaged in netting a quarter of a mile away had been attracted to the

spot by the children’s cries, and came with their boats in time to place the

two friends above the water line. Oswald had become partly conscious,

but Harry the fishermen thought dead. They were all soon moved to the

mainland, and being at once, recognized, were conveyed to Esther’s

home, where Robert Courtney and his wife and children had been eu



1'76 mumusomq REPOSITORY. ‘

joying a short visit. Harry’s mother was also there as a visitor, and

he, still unconscious, was borne to a room, placed in bed, the best

medical aid the city afforded was summoned. and. as the reader already

knows. he lived—lived to be crowned with the undying gratitude of the

Courtney race, his name and fair fame as sacred to them as were their

own.

And who was the young lady whose refusal to carry out her engage

ment with Harry should so grieve Esther, and even induce that strong

man, Commander Robert Courtney, to take the earliest train for Harry’s

home? She was Viola Carroll, the sister of little Kitty Carroll. Her

mother. a widow and well off, had died when Kitty was but two years

old and Viola thirteen, the only children left of four. The father had

died just before Kitty was born. The Carrolls had been intimate per

sonal friends of the Thorndykes and Courtneys. The former took the

charming Viola into their family, and Mrs. Guy Courtney took little

Kitty, and placed her under the loving care of Cousin Martha. Two

years before our story opens Harry Thorndyke’s father died, leaving

his widow entire control of the estate, with Harry as her sole heir.

Thus, for five years past, had Harry and Viola dwelt beneath the same

roof, in the same city, in the heart of the state where they had been

reared together, and where their parents had moved in the same social

circles. They had visited the Courtneys together, and Viola had learned

to love right well the beautiful Esther whom her friend Harry had saved.

That, thus thrown together from childhood up, Harry and Viola should

learn to love was natural, and the prospective union was not only agree

able to the relatives of each, but was a matter of rejoicing to the Court

neys, one and all. and to none more so than to Esther, who felt that

her dearest lady friend was the one whom she would have chosen to

become the wife of him who had so nearly sacrificed his life in saving

her and those she loved from early graves. And now Viola had with

drawn her promise. Why. How impatiently the family awaited the

return of Robert Courtney! He came at four o’clock the next day~

He certainly did not wear his usual cheerful look. No did he, on the

other hand, look as if he despaired of a successful solution of the diffi

culty before them.

“ My dear Esther,” said he, “ while Viola has entrusted to me the

reasons that have induced her to refuse our friend. she only did so on

the exacting condition that I alone should know those reasons for at

least one year, and that no one. not even you, is to question her in

regard to the matter. She permits me to say, however, that she loves

Harry as devotedly as ever, and that she is only seeking his lasting
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happiness in her refusal} She does not allow me to say to you or

others whether I regard her reasons as wise or not. I pledged myself

to remain perfectly neutral. and of course shall do so. But of one

thing rest assured: that Viola is as worthy of your love as she ever was,

and her refusal, whether wise or not, is to her honor. After hearing

her, and knowing your desire to escape the exactions of society for a

year, I made a proposition to which she joyfully acceded. If it meets

your approval and your mother’s, I will answer for myself and family.

You know that we have for two or three years past often spoken

among ourselves of spending a fall and winter in the South. Now,

instead of passing the hot days of the summer at Saratoga or Long

Branch, we will find some quiet summer resort among the New Eng

land hills or the islands lying ofl’ her shores, return to the city for a

short time at the close of the ‘ season,’ and go South for the fall and

winter, taking in Atlanta, points in Florida, and not forgetting Thomas

ville, Georgia, a most delightful place, and not far from the home of

our good friends, the Earles,” and as he mentioned this name, Robert

Courtney watched Esther intently, and his heart gave a great throb

when he saw her eyelids droop, even slightly, and a faint roseate tinge

mount to her brow. But he seemed not to notice it, and continued:

"In these excursions Viola, of course, will accompany us, as will

Mrs. Thorndyke, while Harry will meet us from time to time during

the summer as if he and Viola had never been engaged, and will ac

company us on our Southern trip. I will write to the Earles and ask

them to rusticate with tie in the North, and we will return with them to

their Sunny South. I saw Harry and his mother, and while his disap

pointment is most bitter, he gladly consents to the arrangement, fer

vently hoping that Viola will again unlock her heart to him as she has

done from childhood until now. I devoutly pray and hope, knowing

what I do, that they will be united, for among the most sacred duties

of our two families is to study the highest happiness of him to whom

we owe a debt that earth can never cancel—that heaven alone can

pay l ”

We need not say that Esther, her mother and Amy Courtney were

deeply affected, and gave quick consent to the plan proposed. The

Earles responded at once, and were just in time to attend Estbcr’s

birthday party. Viola and Harry Were there, of course, and nothing

in their manner indicated any estrangement between them. Both Esther

and Viola had learned to suppress the feelings uppermost in their hearts

and were as charming as usual on that gala night.

And now it becomes alike a duty and a pleasure on the part of the

2
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writer to introduce to the reader the cause. the innocent cause, of Viola’s

refusal of Harry.

Percy Earle. now twenty-four, was the true type of a Southern

gentleman. the soul of chivalry, “ without fear, and without reproach.”

Gentle, but strong, he won alike the love of children and the respect of

men. For a true woman to meet him in the social circle, or at party or

ball, was to awaken her admiration, and to long for an acquaintance.

But the gay butterflies of fashion never attempted a second time to

dazzle him with their false colors. His French training had given him

that courtly grace of manner, that perfect mastery of social etiquette,

that made him a marked man in whatever circle he entered. These

might have made Percy Earle only a top, vain and frivolous, had he

been born under a different star, but the Earles were of a race proud

but honorable, and when he was first introduced by Ether to her friends,

they paid him and her the highest possible compliment when they said

of him. “ How like a Courtney.”

We have referred to the Earles and Courtneys as warm friends. And

yet Esther had never met him in society but once, and then only for a

period of three weeks during the winter, six months before we first

meet her. She had met him in her childhood days, and he and she be

came friends in an hour, just as Kitty and he had become friends during

'the past winter. She formed a liking for others, but Percy Earle’s

name was often on her lips, and when she learned that he was coming

to pass the summer with the family, her delight was beautiful to behold

--her longing for his coming strong as a maiden’s for her lover.

Percy Earle was an only son, with two sisters, both married. When

his father was first married, and for twelve years after, he was a resi

dent of the North, though of Southern birth, and be, his wife and

children, were on familiar terms with the Courtneys, so that Esther at

four and Percy Earle at eleven, were warm friends. At that age their

lives drew apart. Percy’s father inherited a large estate in Georgia,

and moved there. Soon after he was appointed to a high position in

France, where he remained with his family through two administrations

and part of a third. He had educated his family there, and thus it was

not until the last winter that they and the Courtneys had met since

Esther was a child in short dresses, and Percy Earle a handsome, proud

spirited lad, but gentleness itself to defenceless childhood.

And, as we have stated, when Esther lacked but six months of her

seventeenth birthday, Percy Earle and she met again, and during the

gay winter season. He had heard, while in France, a youth of seven

teen, of Esther, of her brother and cousins being saved from a cruel
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death by the brave act of Harry Thorndyke; he had seen that brother,

Oswald, abroad, and during that visit the winter before he had met

Harry, whom he remembered, 'and they had been as intimate as three

weeks' daily association would allow, and he had made up his mind

that Harry and Esther would certainly marry. Everything pointed

that way. He saw her leaning affectionately on his arm, saw the glad

light in her eyes when they met, and the tender regard with which she

watched his every movement. The understanding between them seemed

to Percy Earle to be imply perfect. On the other hand. Harry’s

treatment of Esther’s warmest friend, Viola Carroll, seemed to Percy

to spring from pure friendship. True, he was as much in her society

as in Esther’s, waited on her as often, but in a more quiet way.

Esther was demonstrative; Viola was not, and Percy Earle had simply

mistaken the friend for the lover. The possibility of an engagement

between Harry and Viola never entered into his dreams. Regarding

Esther as engaged, or at least “bespoken,” Percy's feelings at that

time can be best judged by an extract from a letter that he wrote to

one of his intimate friends. It read as follows:

“ Every day, dear Tom, I am thrown into the society of two lovely

girls, either of whom would crown a man‘s life with blessings. Had I

not met Esther Courtney, I might have loved Viola Carroll. We have

often talked of our ideal, of the women we should choose to marry.

Well, Miss Courtney is mine. But alas! I met her only to learn that

she is to marry a man who saved not only her life, but the lives of her

brother and cousins, several years ago. He is a splendid fellow, and,

if possible, worthy of_such a prize. He nearly sacrificed his own life

for hers.”

Percy Earle could not know that Esther and Harry had always had

only a sisterly and brotherly love for each other; that thoughts of

wedding each other had never for a moment crossed their minds, and

one day during that winter visit, he and Viola Carroll happened to be

seated in the back part of Mrs. Guy Courtney’s double parlor looking

over some steel engravings, while Esther and Harry were in the front

part playing chess. They were in full view of Percy Earle and Viola,

and the former suddenly spoke :

“What an admirable couple Miss Courtney and Mr. Thorndyke

make. Mere gratitude might induce her to marry one who had saved

her life, but your friend loves him evidently for his own sake. aside

from the fact that she owes that life to him I must admit I never

saw a couple better adapted to each other."

It was an innocent blunder, and fortunately to save Viola from at
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tempting a reply, the game broke up at that moment, and Viola, sum

moning all her presence of mind to speak calmly, excused herself for a

few minutes, and retired to her room. She re-appeared twenty minutes

after, and no one suspected the ordeal through which she had passed.

It had been tacitly understood between her and Harry that their actual

engagement should not take place until her eighteenth birthday, just

two weeks before Esther's. From that winter day, six months before,

when Percy Earle innocently made the remarks above quoted, Viola

never for one moment doubted the good faith of Harry. but she asked

_ herself. whether, after.all, Esther was not better fitted to make him

happy than she was, and above all, did not Esther truly love him, and

was she not even trying to delude herself with the idea that she only

regarded the savior of her life as a loved and loving brother? She

could not tell her lover this, nor Esther, and refused him, lovingly, but

firmly, and at last confided her reason to Robert Courtney, under the

seal of secrecy, as already stated.

Therefore, when the Earle family came North, reaching the city the

evening before Esther's birthday, Percy Earle became more than ever

convinced that Harry and Esther were the lovers, and Viola only a

friend of both.

We need not linger here only long enough to record a brief conversa

ti0n between Robert Courtney and Percy Earle, on the first morning of

their arrival at the quiet summer resort they had chosen.

" How delighted little Kitty is at this change in her young life,” said

Percy, gazing at the child with admiring eyes, as she sat near by them

sorting some early flowers; “and how charming even in her mischiev

ous ways, and quite shrewd withal.”

“ Yes,” responded Robert Courtney, “ and you are one of the very

few whom she has selected as a dear friend from the start. The first

day she met you, last winter, she marked you for her own, and when

she heard that you were coming to us, her delight was boundless. I

trust she has not annoyed you by persistent attentions.”

"Annoyed me? No! no!” replied Percy. "She delights tne. Mrs.

Guy Courtney took her when a babe, I understand.”

“Yes, when she was two years old. Her father and mother were

dear friends of the Courtneys, both by social ties and bonds of brother

hood. And, singularly enough, her course in life was decided by the

tossing of a copper penny! Mrs. Guy Courtney and my uncle Grant

Courtney, now in Boston, were both intently anxious to take the little

orphans {in charge, and waged a fwndly warfare for several weeks,

until I one day suggested jokingly that the question be decided by the
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tossing of a penny. Mrs. Guy and Uncle laughingly consented, and

Mrs. Guy won! and she has been a blessing to the family. The Court

neys prize her very highly. Once in a while she calls herself a ‘ little

penny girl.’ ”

The moth will flatter about the candle, and since human love swayed

human hearts, men, otherwise strong, will weakly linger, against hope,

near the objects of their love. Yes, Percy Earle had met his ideal, and

in him, no less truly, had Esther met hers. The party were now in the

South, and spring had come. It was a bright afternoon in April.

Percy Earle had announced only that morning that he designed leaving ,

for home on the morrow. Kitty openly rebelled. Percy and Harry

'I‘horndyke were seated in the parlor, while Esther, Viola, and Kitty,

were in the garden. Suddenly, little Kitty comes running in, and tells

Harry that Esther and Viola wish to see him—quick! and Earle sees a

glad light come to his friend’s eye as he goes to answer the call.

“ Esther said you must excuse ’em for a little while, Mr. Earle,”

said Kitty, climbing on the lete-a-tete beside him. “ Esther is so happy.

Harry and Viola are going to marry this winter—they always loved

each other, you know, but you musn’t say a word about it. for it is a

great secret—and, and, you ain’t going away to-morrow, are you, Mr.

Percy? May I call you Percy? She didn't know I heard her, but

Esther called you Percy when she was talking to Viola in the garden

just now, and she likes you very much, and so do I. Don’t you like

us very much, too? ”

“Indeed I do, darling, very, very much--more than words can tell,

and I will not go away to-morrow ! " and he looked up as he spoke, and

there in the doorway, not ten feet away, stood Esther.

Words had fallen upon her ear that gave her untold delight, that

rooted her to the spot, and yet embarrassed beyond measure. It was

the opportunity of the moment, and Percy Earle seized it. Leading

Kitty by the hand he approached Esther, and said:

" Miss Courtney—Esther-_this darling child has unwittingly opened

my eyes. You, without meaning to, have learned the secret of my

heart. I love you! You are the only one to whom I have ever used

these words. This little lady has asked me to stay longer. Shall 1,

Esther? It will make her happy. Will it make you happy?

“Say yes, Esther! say yes!” cried Kitty, tugging at her dress, and

the beautiful girl stooped down and drew Kitty to her heart, and kissing

her fervently, murmured, “Yes, darling,” just loud enough for her

words to fall in low, delicious mus'p on Percy Earle's ear.

Percy Earle’s announcement of his intended departure had called out
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Esther’s love for him, and she had told her friend Viola of her heart

trovble; this had opened Viola’s eyes, and then her secret was told to

Esther, mutual explanations followed, Harry was sent for, the lovers

were left by themselves, and Esther returned to the parlor to entertain

Mi. Percy Earle, and chanced to overhear the words that were to prove

a life-long entertainment for both.

And that evening, as the two families were discussing the prospective

union, Robert Courtney asked solemnly: “ Was it fate, or Providence,

that directed the fall of that penny, and left this little match-maker

with us to make smooth the way to love and happiness for those near

and dear to us?”—Bro. S. 0. Crane in Masonic Advocate.

The Eirtue, Elfatieuce.

_ E have all learned how important it is to have patience, and how

I,“ I], much need there is of possessing ourselves in it. Progress of

i “ the best kind (and we desire to have that), is very slow. The

great results we desire to achieve cannot be achieved all at once, and

we must learn to be satisfied with progress, though it be slow. We

must agree to advance in our cherished desires as we progress in life——

step by step. A great instructor says, “ To have patience or know how

to wait is the secret of success." We must sow before we can reap,

and often we are compelled to wait long and contentedly, and with our

eye upon the future and its results; look patiently forward in hope—

the fruit best worth waiting for is often longest in ripening, its develop

ment is slow. It is weakness to be impatient of results, for thus true

growth is often baffled like little children who plant seed in the garden

and uncover them to see how it is growing and so kill the germ by im

patience. “ The offices of impatience,” says Dr. Pusey, are often as

varied as are the ills of life. We have great need of it with ourselves

and with others—with those below us, and also with them above us, as

well as with those who are our equals; we need patience with those who

love us, and especially with those who do not love us. We need it for

the greatest and most important things, and for the least as well."

We are liable to sudden inroads of trouble and heavy burdens

that are hard to bear. The fever of disappointment will sometimes

rage, and patience is needed to endure it. We have sometimes to en

dure weariness of body and mind; we have a constant wearing of the

soul; we fail in the discharge of duty, and others fail to meet their
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obligations to us; we have every-day aching heads and hearts, bereave

ment of property, friends, losses, injuries and reproaehes, delayed

hopes. All these things and a thousand others demand patience, and

when it is secured and parcticed what comfort comes to us.

The great Martin Luther said : “ If thou intendest to vanquish the

greatest foe, the most abominable and wicked enemy, who is able to do

thee great harm in body and soul, and against whom thou preparest all

sorts of weapons. but cannot overcome, then know that there is a sweet

and loving physical host to serve thee, named Patience."

An Emperor of China once passing through his dominions was enter

tained in a house in which the master with his wife and children,

daughter-in-law, grand-children and servants, all lived together in per

fect harmony. The Emperor, struck with admiration at the spectacle,

requested the head of the family to inform him what means he used to

preserve quiet among such a number and variety of persons. The old

man took out his pencil and wrote these three words, “ Patience!

Patience! Patience !"

We have a wonderful example of impatience recorded in the Bible in

the case of Esau, and its efl'ect upon him and his posterity. “ Behold,

I am at the point to die, and what profit shall this birthright be to

me?" Esau was then only about thirty-two years old. He was too

impatient to wait; the arriving of a moment’s gratification made him

blind to the value of the birthright; he recklessly threw it away.

A mother was once preparing some flour to bake into bread, and left

it for a few moments, when her little girl, with childish curiosity, took

hold of the dish, which fell to_ the floor, spilling the contents. The

mother struck the child a severe blow, saying with anger: “ You are

always in the way.” Two weeks after, the child sickened and died.

On her death-bed, while delirious, she asked her mother if there would

be room for her among the angels. “ I was always in your way,

mother; you had no room for me. And will I be in the angels’ way?”

The broken-hearted mother saw her fault, and would have done-any

thing to save her child or wipe the dark spot from the child-memory.

“ Let patience have her perfect work.” If trouble comes, be patient

under it and bow in submission to the Divine mandate. As the tree

which Moses cast. into the bitter waters of Marah took away the bitter

ness and made the water palatable, so patience cast into the troubled

waters of the soul will season it, and the bitterness will be past. And

instead of an assistant to overcome and overthrow our burdens, like

the armor-bearer who helped Jonathan to vanquish his enemies, patience

will help us to vanquish our foes. Patience may well be compared to
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the most precious thing the earth produces—a jewel. Pressed by sand

and rocks, it reposes in the dark lap of earth. Though no ray of light

comes near it. it is radiant with imperishable beauty. Its brightness

remains even in the dark night; but when liberated from the dark

prison, it forms, united to God, the distinguishing mark and ornament

of glory, the ring, the sceptre and the crown. Her and and reward is

the crown of life. To the lady readers of the Talisman I would say,

struggle for patience and be sure to attain it, for it will prove for you

the ballast of the soul that will keep it from rolling and tumbling in

the greatest storms of life.—Talisman.

The gutaeracg cf the master.

OSSIBLY the rule of “ strict obedience ” in a Masonic Lodge

may be one of its cohesive principles, and yet the unlimited

~ authority of the Worshipful Master may be carried too far and

his rule become despotic. He has it entirely in his power to be a par

liamentary law unto himself and govern with a rod of iron. Courtesy

and urbanity toward his inferiors should ever characterize the W. M.,

for there is no appeal from his ruling, save to the Grand Lodge. Free

masonry is the only body we know of, who in deliberation are entirely

subject to the rule of the chair. This ruling power can be, and is

sometimes abused. True, he is instructed to rule and govern his

Lodge, set the craft at work and impart proper instruction, but we have

all seen where this authority was used arbitrarily, and the fall of the

gavel in the East was a complete closure upon further debate. We

lately saw an instance of this in a Lodge where a brother rose to a

question before the body and his efl’ort to explain was cut short by the

Master—at the prompting of a Past Master—because the explanation

would place a previous action of the Master in rather an unfavorable

light. The closure of the gavel was applied and the brethren were left

in ignorance of what they should know. There is no appeal to the

body from the ruling of the W. M. It is not necessary for him to ask,

“ Shall the chair be sustained ?” and Freemasonry is the only delibera

tive body where such an appeal is not admissible, save possibly a

Jesuit’s College. With this we are not seeking to find fault, because

ninety-nine out of a hundred Worshipful Masters are considerate gen

tlemen and brothers, who will not rule in a proud or imperious manner.

But the exception will sometimes be seen—the Freemasons are very

human—and the Lodge thus governed will soon begin to deteriorate.
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The bond of Freemasonry is brotherly love. Truth and Relief are con

comitants, but Love is the great dominant. Remove this emotion or

governing principle from Freemasonry, and there is nothing left but a

mere skeleton of formality. from which the spirit has departed. Every

brother, when his Lodge closes, should feel sorry to part. However

late the hour maybe; however dry and prolix the routine business may

be, when the Master declares the Lodge closed a feeling of regret

should be felt by every one at having to part. To enhance this feeling

should be the ambition of the Master and all his subordinates. Every

brother present should add his quota to the general fund of unity and

fellowship. Not a discordant note should be permitted to jar upon

the voiceless psalm, going up from brethren who dwell together in

unity. And right here we find the wisdom of the Masonic law, which

places a Lodge government in the hands of one man. It would indeed

be a strange spectacle to witness a war of words in debate in a Masonic

Lodge, and in the interests of peace and harmony the arbitrary powers

of the W. M. are proper, even if sometimes the ruling be contrary to

fairness in discussion. The Masonic Lodge is a calm retreat. Quietude
is in the ascendancy. The battle of the world is shut out. i The cares

of life for a time subside, and the mind has its needed repose. Who

has not felt this? Who has not realized the tranquility and peace that

rests down upon the soul, like the dew of Hermon? Why is this the

case? Largely because the power to absolutely quell the first mani

festation of a rising disorder, is placed in the hands of the man who

wields the symbol of autocratic authority. Liberty, to be such, must

have certain limitations and bounds, to pass beyond which is unbridled

license. Acting under the by-laws of the Lodge the W. M. can thus

hold in check the unruly and despotically say: “ Peace be still I” No,

we would have no change in this wise absolutism The laws of order

that govern a congress or parliament of the profane would never serve

in a Mason's Lodge-American Tyler.

One of the most interesting exhibitions in connection with the recent

Oriental Congress in London is a collection of tools used by workmen

in building the Pyramids in Egypt. They were gathered and areex

hibited by the illustrious Egyptologists. Flinders Petrie. These uten

sils indicate that ancient workmen had an astonishing acquaintance

with many tools which we have been accustomed to consider essentially

modern. Among the exhibits are solid and tubular corundum-tipped

drills, and straight and circular saws and chisels described as ‘- not a

bit inferior to those now used."—The Collector.

a
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Who 1%est @2111 Work.

k ' a I all Masonic work there is a lesson intended to be taught—a

{if}; lesson never to be forgotten. Of course there are certain

“\- ceremonies in each of the degrees which, being more promi

nent than others, stand out as statutes, demanding and receiving par

ticular attention. In the First Degree a man can never forget his

reception into the lodge, nor the beautiful emblem of innocence with

which he is presented. In the Second Degree he proceeds on his

journey. receiving instruction at each step of the Winding stairs. He is

taught the importance of a reverence of a God of all Creation. In the

Third the lesson of fidelity is impressed upon him in a manner so vivid

and striking that memory must totter to its ruin before it is ever

etTaced.

In each of the degrees the tools of the operative Mason are used to

convey to his mind the most important lessons and duties. The proper

use of time is forcibly taught by the twenty-four inch gauge, emblemati

cal of the hours of the day. These hours that are whirling past us so

rapidly are frightened with responsibilities that we may tremble at

meeting. When the last hour shall come, and the curtain of night falls

upon our earthly day, how blessed will be the end if we can look back

and see that eight hours of our daily existence has been spent in the

service of God, and a distressed worthy brother. What a monument

of good deeds, reaching to the highest heaven, will pierce the clouds of

night and shine in celestial glory! How many of earth’s weary chil

dren will rise up and call us blessed if we have used our time rightly!

Rough corners of vice and sinfulness, must be broken ofl’, and the

common stone hammer is a fitting emblem. The plumb, the square and

the level are all used to picture the uprightness so requisite to honor in

this life and preparation for the life to come, the virtue that makes a

man beloved by his fellow man, and a reminder that we are all travel

ing upon the level of time to “ that undiscovered country from whose

bourne no traveler returns.” All these lessons are important, and if

properly impressed upon the mind, can never lose their significance.

As we go about the streets and see the workman busy with his rule, his

plumb, his square and his level, we have a continual reminder of their

symbolic teaching. The stones are of proper length, they are smooth

and square, and are laid in the wall tested by the level, and when the

towering wall commands our admiration, it stands the test of the plumb

line.
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The candidate in the Third Degree is presented with a single tool.

the' trowel, with which he is to spread the cement of brotherly love,

and afiection among the perfect Ashlers of the lodge, thus uniting them

into a society of friends and brothers, “ among whom no contention

should ever exist, save that noble contention, or rather emulation, of

who best can work and best agree.” Of all the tools this is the most

important. The stones may be properly measured, smooth and square,

they may even be laid level and piled up plumb, but without the use of

the trowel spreading cement that ties them together, the building will

not stand the storms and the disintegrating influence of time. And so

' in the lodge the cement of brotherly love binds the whole body together

in strength and stability.

There is nothing more important in lodge work than “ who can best

agree." All men are not able to see things exactly alike, and we

should respect the opinions of others. There is nothing arbitrary in

Masonry. Intolerance is foreign to its principles. A Master has cer

tain prerogatives, but they do not permit him to ride rough shod over

the opinions or wishes of his brethren. He must remember that above

all things he must agree with everything that is for the best interest of

the lodge. and not in any way attempt to advocate his own personal in

terest. He can not “take the responsibility” of doing violence to

proper and legitimate rights of the members. His own ambitions must

sink clear out of sight when the prosperity of the lodge is concerned.

No good Master will refuse to listen to the advice of his brethren. or

to guide the craft in the way of harmony.

One of the most beautiful characters in all the world is the peace

maker. The man who kindly and affectionately pours oil upon the

troubled waters, and unites brethren who might otherwise remain at a

perpetual distance. He best works who tries at all times to bring about

a state of peace and harmony. Unfortunately we are too often led by

blind passion, and selfish motives, and fail to accord to our brethren

the privileges we claim for ourselves. We attribute to him motives en

tirely difierent from those he really has. He is absolutely wrong and

we are infallibly right.

The Master, above all others, ought to spread the cement of brotherly

love and afiection. He should never throw a fire brand. When he

does so, he forgets the very lessons he tries to teach. He is as a city

set on a hill, Seen above his fellows. His actions are regarded with

more interest than those of his brothers, because he ought to be an ex

ample, and in his conduct should exemplify the tenets he professes and

teaches. Let him be able to say in truth and soberness, “brethren,
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do as I say, and as I do. Spread harmony and concord abroad, and

let us show to the world that there is a reality in the professions we

make.”—N. Y. Dispatch.

firspensmg masonic girl.

UR attention is again called to this subject by a circular just

received from a committee appointed at the recent annual

meeting of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, for the purpose, as

they state it, “ to lay before the several Grand Lodges of the country

the question of Masonic relief, the object being to attempt to establish

more systematic and uniform methods." A careful reading of the cir

cular discloses the fact that the only “ uniform method " embraced in

the movement is an attempt to establish the following proposition,

which Grand Lodges are asked to adopt:

“It is the duty of each Lodge to take care of its own members in

distress. wherever_they may be. In case of its inability to do so, this

duty devolves upon the Grand Lodge from which it holds its charter.

It is being understood that in no case is the Lodge furnishing relief and

asking reimbursement to go beyond actual necessities, without express

authority from the reimbursing body.” ‘

The chairman of this committee, and so presumably the active mover

in this matter on the part of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, is Bro.

Wm. C. Swain, P. G. M., and this calls to mind that at the Masonic

Congress, held in Chicago during the World’s Fair, Brother Swain

made an effort to commit the Congress to a similar proposition, which

was as follows:

“The conclusion of the Congress is that each jurisdiction should

take care of its own members when in distress, and that it is the duty

of Grand Lodges to see that all legitimate expenses incurred in the

relief of burial of a brother in foreign jurisdictions are paid either by

the Lodge of which he is a member, or the Grand Lodge from which it

holds its charter." \ _

This proposition received but very little support outside of the dele

gates from Wisconsin, while the following was almost unanimously

adopted:

“The conclusion of the Congress is, that worthy Masons are en

titled to relief from brethren and Lodges wheresoever they may be

found in need of relief. and that the brethren of Lodges granting such
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aid are not entitled to demand reimbursement from the Lodges in which

they hold their membership, but that when a member of one Lodge is

relieved by another, and the financial situation of his Lodge is such as

to permit, common courtesy and duty alike demand that it should te

imburse a poorer Lodge relieving its members.”

The Grand Lodge of Indiana came to this same conclusion in 1869—

just a quarter of a century ago—and has successfully maintained it

ever since. It is so taught in the very first degree in Masonry, in the

grand lesson that a Mason’s Lodge extends from East to West and

between North and South, and that Masonic charity should be equally

extensive. This same idea of universality is expressed in the petition

which a man presents to a Lodge when he desires to become a Mason.

Here is the form of it: “ The petition of the subscriber respectfully

showeth, that having long entertained a favorable opinion of your an

cient Institution. he is desirous of being admitted a member thereof if

found worthy." Nothing is said about becoming a member of that

particular Lodge, or of any Lodge, for that matter. In fact, it may be

said that the present system of Lodges is a modern invention in this

“ ancient institution." The obligation to aid a brother who needs as

sistance is a personal one, which every Mason has assumed, and the

rendering of aid by Ledges is only that the burden may be borne

equally by many instead of a few, and thus make it light for all. The

needy brother is entitled to assistance'wherever be may be, and the

duty of affording it rests where the application is made.

In sending out this circular, with a proposition for Grand Lodges to

consider, one would naturally suppose that the committee would have

presented some arguments to support it; but all we find in it is the re

cital of two cases in Wisconsin, where Lodges had been compelled to

expend a larger amount of money than they could afford, in the relief

of Masons holding a membership in some other State. Now, let us

suppose that instead of this, two members of these same Lodges had

been away from home, and had received an equal amount of relief from

Lodges in another State, would not the demand for reimbursement from

these foreign Lodges have proved just as great a burden on them as

though the aid had been given them at home? We can see no differ

ence in it, and their members were just as liable to be away from home

and need assistance as that a strange brother should come among them

in that condition. Making one Lodge responsible for aid atTorded one

of its members by some other party is narrowing Masonic charity into

a channel that the great Masonic brotherhood will never accept. Such

a plan is wholly contrary to the design and spirit of Masonry, and if
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we are not much mistaken the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin will stand

alone with her proposition. There may possibly be a few Grand

Lodges in the far West that will support it, but the great majority will

continue to dispense Masonic aid without the hope of fee or reward.—

Masonic Advocate.

o v I'

The Questmn of a ltfrmted Ritual“

HE Grand Lodge of Ohio has caused to be printed and dis

. tributed to the lodges within its jurisdiction copies of the

Ritual, prepared in such a way as to be useful only to mem

bers of the Craft. This action has called forth, as was to have been

expected, a good deal of criticism, and we quote, in this number of the

Guide, some remarks from Brother Duke, of Virginia, and Brother

Duncan, of New York, both most excellent men and Masons, antagon

istic to the plan, with a defense by “ Tyre,” in the August number of

the Masonic Review. It seems to us that “ Tyre ” has much the bet

ter of the argument, looking at the matter impartially and without sen

sible bias for or against the action of the Ohio Grand Lodge. This

body numbers among its 38,000 members some of the most enlightened

Masons of the day; honorable men who would scorn to be guilty of

even constructive violation of any obligation they had voluntarily as

sumed. They have entered upon this work after several years of in

vestigation, weighing each argument. pro and con, with all the care to

be exercised when the results are to be subjected to the most severe

criticism. It cannot be said, olf-hand and hastily, that they have

violated their Masonic obligation, for this is to affirm that our own

construction of the meaning of this obligation must of necessity be the

only true one. Human infallibility is the most absurd of all absurdi

ties, and to insist upon the absolute correctness of our own opinions in

any matter is to invite and receive the just ridicule of our fellows.

As long as Masonry endures men will differ in their views of what

constitute the essentials of the art. To our mind Masonry is a system

of living—an assemblage of maxims the steadfast adherence to which

cannot fail to make us better men and better citizens. It is meant to

permeate our lives with the leaven of righteousness, so that we may

discharge the duties God has put upon us in a manner acceptable to

Him and beneficial to humanity. This is all there is in Masonry. It is

a very simple thing;so simple that men refuse to be content with it,
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but spin for themselves wondrous webs of confusion. excellent as

specimens of intellectual ingenuity but of no avail as moral strengthen

ers. In this system there are certain general principles to which

Masons everywhere assent and by which the organization is kept to

gether. These principles are known to us as the Ancient Landmarks,

and it is to these that reference is made in the charge of the Master’s

degree. But, while the Ancient Landmarks are held in high repute by

Masons, it does not follow that they are susceptible of only one mean

ing; or else the meaning attached to them in 1722 must forsooth be

the same to-day, irrespective of changes of meaning in phraseology and

words. He would be but a rash man who would declare that as

Masonry was 170 years ago so must it be now, for the world has

moved since those days and Masonry has moved it. It does not so

much matter with us what our ancient or medieval brethren thought as

what we ourselves are to think.

We agree that it is not in the power of any man or body bf men to

make innovations in the body of Masonry. The Masons of 170 years

ago probably shared this feeling, but it does not follow that we would

agree with their definition of innovations or of Masonry. Modern

thought cannot be forced to run in the rats of dusty scholasticisrn. nor

can Albert Pike, by any stretch of the imigination, be caused to hobnob

with Duns Scotns, or even with John Anderson.

The construction now to be put upon the wording of the Ancient

Landmarks, or any document based upon or derived from them, is a

matter for each Grand Jurisdiction to decide for itself. This decision,

whatever it may be, is final, so far as concerns the Masons of that alle

giance. For one Grand Lodge to declare that another Grand Lodge

has been guilty of unmasonic conduct would be absurd. There is no

court before whom any Grand Lodge can be tried, and to pronounce

any man or any body of men guilty without a trial is a thing too mon

strous to be thought of for a moment. Each Grand Lodge is the sole

authority on Masonic matters within its jurisdiction, and has the power,

at its will and pleasure, to declare such and such action unmasonic.

There is no appeal from its judgments, except to the Grand Lodge it

self. .

Now as to whether the Grand Lodge of Ohio has been guilty of un

masonie conduct in authorizing the preparation of a Ritual. we take the

position that there is no power on earth that can impeach it or bring it

to trial. Masonic law in Ohio emanates from the Ohio Grand Lodge,

and no other Grand Lodge can impeach it or call in question the legiti

macy of its decisions.
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Shall we exclaim against our brethren because they have done what

they had a perfect right to do, or impugn the purity of their Masonry

because we may chance to think otherwise, even in so important a mat

ter as this? Who has constituted us their judges, or put into our hands

the flail of the law? “ To his own master he standeth or falleth."

We shall be much mistaken if this step does not lead in Ohio to a

better appreciation of the work, to better work. to more work. to bet

ter Masons and more of them. So mote it be !_-The Masonic Gunie.

£5, masonic Pliliuisance.

 
  

y: N nearly every well-regulated Lodge of Masons may be found

at least one member who is obnoxious to a considerable num

" her of what may he called the better class of Masons; vulgarly

speaking, nearly every Lodge has its “ Masonic nuisance."

While I am capable of saying something mean about Masonic nui

sances occasionally. I must confess that my “heart goes out” to the

brilliant nuisance more spontaneously than it does to the ~‘ uncut gem."

I hope my reader will not accuse me as Festus accused Paul before

' King Agrippa, when he cried with a loud voice: " Paul, thou art beside

thyself; much learning doth make thee mad.” “ I am not mad, most

noble Festus, but speak forth the words of truth and wisdom.”

While my wisdom may not have attracted the attention of any

Ethiopian potentate, I must confess that I have devoted considerable

time to the study of the genus/101110, as we find him in the Masonic

Lodge, and especially the species nuisance.

Your sedate member, who looks upon Masonry as seriously as our

Puritan forefathers looked upon religion, is of no great value to a

Lodge, from the fact that he acts as a sort of curtain or screen against

the free admission of light and life into the work and proceedings.

the. frivolous member is like the rivulet: to-day tumbling over the

pebbles of its bed, to-morrow a torrent sweeping away bridges and

spreading over the valley, of little value for irrigation and a menace

to growing crops. The brilliant member is like a blazing sun at “ high

twelve,” oppressing you with the intensity of its rays and transform

ing the beautiful landscape into an apparently barren waste.

The " Masonic nuisance" is an enigmatical monstrosity. He can

not be compared with anything that is in the heaven above. or that is

in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. It would
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be no violation of the fourth commandment to hold him in veneration.

He is the ne plus of Masonic acumen. If nine-tenths of the Lodge

favors a proposition, he will oppose, not because he is not, personally,

in favor of it, but because he can show his knowledge of the law (?)

by so doing. He will have at his tongue’s end all the obsolete laws,

rules, regulations and decisions that have been “ enacted, adopted and

promulgated since Moses set up in his tabernacle in the wilderness and

opened the first Lodge which was “ situated due east and west.” He

is a veritable Mede, and more than half a Persian, when enacting or

construing laws.

He would change the plat of any city for the purpose of imitating

Moses in building a Lodge-room. He would favor a by-law making it

a Masonic ofi’ense for the Secretary to enter the Lodge by the inner

door. He would favor a code of laws that pointed out the whole duty

of man, if it were not for the fact that he would never be able to com

mit it to memory. He will oppose everything that is not conducted in

accordance with the peculiar notions with which his brain is well sup

plied, to the entire exclusion of ideas. If an idea should by chance

find a lodgment in his cranium, it would cause a great commotion as

would be produced by pouring molten lead into a vessel full of water.

In the one instance there would be a fizz followed by a “slopping

over" of water; in the other a commotion followed by a “slopping

over ” of notions. ‘

This may seem a little severe, but as the finest fruit always grows on

the well-trimmed tree, it is good husbandry to trim all trees that bear

fruit. The “ Masonic nuisance " is the sour apple tree in our orchard.

We love him for the vigor of his growth and the positiveness of the

taste of his fruit. if not for its wonderful keeping qualities.

Let us cultivate him for his beauty and trim him occasionally, so as

to produce the best results. The world is full of angels in disguise.—

Bro. Eben Reed in The Constellation.

Without steadiness of character in social life, there can be no true

fellowship. Accomplishments may please. beauty may charm, fluency

and grace may attract; but to win confidence and respect, to be trusted

and relied upon, the man or woman must be stable in character, self

poised, true to promises, punctual, uniting firmness to geniality, and

steadfastness to good nature.

4
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The Waning flour.

There is something in the “partlng hour”

Will chill the warmest heart—

Yet klndred, comrades, lovers, friends,

Are fated all to part;

But this I‘ve seen—and many a page—

Has preSSed it on my mind

The one who goes is happier

Than those he leaves behind.

No matter what thejourney be,

Adventurous, dangerous. far,

To the wild deep or black frontier,

To solitude or war—

Still something cheers the heart that dares

In all of human kind,

And they who go are happier

Than those they leave behind.

The bride goes to the bridegroom’s home

With doubtings and with tears;

But does not Hope the rainbow spread

Across her cloudy fears?

Alas! the mother who remains,

What comfort can she find

But this—the gene is happier

Than one she leaves behind.

Have you a friend, a comrade dear—

An old and valued friend?

Be sure your term of sweet concourse

At length will have an end.

And when you part—as palt you will—

0 take it not unkind

If he who goes is happier

Than you he leaves behind.

God wills it so—and so it is;

The pilgrims on their way;

Though weak and worn, more cheerful are

Than all the rest who stay;

And wheh, at last, poor man, subdued,

Lies down to death resigned,

May he not still be happier far

Than those he leaves behind ?

-—Edu*ard Pollock in Chicago Post.
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Keep the @ld Friends.

Make new friends, but keep the old,

Those are silver, these are gold;

New-made friendships, like new wine,

Age will mellow and refine,

Friendships that have stood the test

Time and change—are surely best;

Brow may wrinkle, hair grow gray,

Friendship never knows decay,

For “mid old friends tried and true,

Once more we our youth renew.

But old friends, alas! may die,

New friends must their place supply.

Cherish friendship in your breast.

New is good, hut'old is best;

Make new friends, but keep the old,

Those are silver, these are gold.

THE ROYAL Anon DBGREE.—Ifll10ll of this legend is a myth. having

very little foundation, and some of it none, in historical accuracy.

But underneath it all there lies a profound stratum of philosophical

symbolism. The destruction and the rebuilding of the Temple by the

efforts of Zerubbabel and his compatriots, the captivity and the return

of the captives, are matters of sacred history, but many of the details

have been invented and introduced for the purpose of giving form to 'a

symbolic idea. And this idea, expressed in the symbolism of the Royal

Arch, is the very highest form of that which the ancient Mystagogues

called the euresis, or the discovery. There are some portions of the

legend which do not bear directly on the symbolism of the second

Temple as a type of the second life, but which still have an indirect

bearing on the general idea. Thus the particular legend of the three

weary sojourners is undoubtedly a mere myth, there being no known

historical testimony for its support; but it is evidently the enunciation

symbolically of the religious and philosophical idea that divine truth

may be sought and won only by successful perseverance through all

the dangers, trials, and tribulations of life, and that it is not in this,

but in the next life, that it is fully attained. The legend of the Eng

lish and American systems is identical ; that of the Irish is very difi'er

ent as to the time and events, and the legend of the Royal Arch of

the Scottish Rite is more usually called the legend of Enoch—Rough

Ashlar.
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Its Leading Features.

. y». Freemasonry an elcemosynary organization or a religious

r 9 sect? Was it established, and is it su ) )orted for the urpose

 

of giving alms, or spreading a religious doctrine? Certainly.

neither the one nor the other. What, then, is it? It is a social Brother

hood, having a social and religious aspect. It is meant, by bringing

the best men of the community together in social intercourse, to ele

vate their minds and improve their manners. By bringing all classes

of the community together on a basis of social equality it tends to level

upwards. It gives men of ordinary calibre and position an opportu

nity of mixing with the most refined. intelligent and illustrious in the

community. It teaches men that they can have social enjoyment and

relaxation without excess. _It teaches men that to gain the respect and

esteem of their Brethren they must repress their evil propensities, and

it forces them to see, whether they like it or not, that there are more

noble aspirations in life than they ever dreamt of. It teaches them

that while they themselves enjoy the material blessings of this life, they

should not be umnindful of their less fortunate Brethren, but give sym

pathy and support; and that though alms-giving is one branch of the

great charity which all Masons should cherish, it is neither the cause

nor the object of Freemasonry. There is no association in the world

which devotes so much of its funds to relieving the poor as Freema

sonry. Is not that enough for the most fastidious, without railing at

those who spend a portion of their time and money in social intercourse.

Once reduce Freemasonry to a soup-kitchen aims-giving organization,

and its doom is sealed. There are many noble institutions which give

no alms at all, and yet benefit the human race. With ourselves we

have our University and public library. which would do credit to any

city in the world. We have our friendly societies, whose benefits are

boundless, and many others. Where, then, does alms-giving come in

in Freemasonry? Well, alms-giving is a branch of Charity, and Char

ity, in its widest acceptation. is one of its fundamental principles. if

not the leading characteristic of Freemasonry. Just this far and no

further. So far from aims-giving constituting the sum total of Charity,

we have the dictum of St. Paul, that a man may give his means to the

poor and yet have not Charity. Alma-giving, though one of the effects

of the beneficent influences of Freemasonry, is neither the purpose for

which it was established nor the cause of its stability._Australasiun

Keystone.
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St. Iilohn, The Euangelist.

GAIN Freemasonry universal is approaching the great festival

of the institution in St. John’s Day. Whether the Baptist or

‘ Evangelist were connected with the Freemasonry of their

period or not is but of little moment to discuss. Suffice it for us to

know that from the recorded teachings of both, they had the dominant

principles of the philosophy of Freemasonry in their hearts. Hence

the festival days of each have been received and accepted as occasions

to be faithfully remembered and honored by Freemasons throughout

the world. For the Tyler places a broad and liberal construction upon

Masonic philosophy and all its concomitants, and firmly believes that it

is principle and not sign, grip or symbol that makes a Freemason.

Hence there are thousands who in their hearts are Masons, who never

entered a Lodge door and probably never will. Among these it is safe

to place the two Saints John, and whether either had due-guard and

sign is immaterial: each was a Mason in his heart.

The two parallel lines with the circle between them therefore comes

to every Masonic heart with a touching significance. The age in which

we live is largely one of formality so far as the reception of ancient

tradition or legendis concerned. The iconoclast with his setting maul

has brained much of the poetic and beautiful on the sentimental side

of the world's history, and insisted upon facts. During the past two

decades the observance of these two festivals have fallen largely into

disuse, and especially here in America, simply because it could not be

fully established that the Saints John of Jerusalem ever were personal

members of the institution of Masonry. But from time immemorial

the Craft has observed these days as regulars, and respect for ancient

usage. if nothing more. should serve to perpetuate the observance.

Were all that is traditional or legendary removed from the Masonic eso

teric system and the iconoclast were to triumph, what would be left?

These two days are certainly ancient landmarks, and as such are sacred.

Every Blue Lodge in the world should honor them, and those failing to

do so are guilty of a Masonic departure from well-established rule. See

to it, Brethren, that these days are honored by your Lodge. These fes—

tivals are two of the connecting links which serve to connect the past

with the present and the present with the future. That future may not

be ours, but it lasts for all time. The multitude of Freemasons yet

unborn for countless generations to come, will each in turn receive the

“ work ” either in its present entirety or mutilated to suit the changes
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of subsequent ages. Ours to preserve intact the “landmarks” we

have received and hand them to those who shall follow us, pure, entire

and faithfully preserved—American Tyler.

@hnoxious iemhers.

' T is fair to regard Freemasonry as sufficiently worldly as to

have in its ranks men who are undesirable as companions, but

as is well known, “once a Mason, always a Mason,” and

there would seem to be no possibility of ridding oneself, or a Lodge,

of the Brother who in course of time proves himself an unsuitable asso

ciate. Happily the Craft is not encumbered with many examples of

the obnoxious element, but that one does occasionally force himself

upon us must be admitted, and when that does unfortunately occur the

difficulty is to know how to deal with the person concerned. As a case

in point we may quote a paragraph that recently appeared in the South

Eastern Herald, which, if somewhat strong, is no doubt founded on

something in the form of fact. It is as follows:

 

“ Last week Captain Darley, who is an enthusiastic Mason, wrote to

advocate the doctrines of Freemasonry as a remedy for the social ills

to which the present generation are heirs. We fully recognize the

noble character of its teachings; but Freemasonry has been sadly abused

in the metropolis. There are so many men in its ranks who have en

tered them for purely selfish purposes, and it is therefore not surprising

that some of them should be no credit to the Craft. There is, for ex

ample, a man who takes a prominent part in one of our local lodges

who is about the most consummate scoundrel that ever escaped being

hanged, who is just as ready to betray a Brother Mason as anyone else

if he can only gain something by it. This man’s very name stinks in

this district, and if he had his deserts we believe he would at this mo

ment be in penal servitude; yet, we are told, he continues to attend

the Lodge meetings. and to express himself with all the impudence in

the world. Have the Masons no way of dis-embarrassing themselves

of this unsavoury comrade, who is bringing disgrace upon a community

with such splendid aims? Surely they can at least make it too warm

for him if he seeks to attend the Lodge.

We fancy there are very few Provincial Lodges that would toler

ate his presence; and this brings us to the thought which has often

struck us, that Freemasonry in London is not what it is in the country,

where to be a Mason is very often prima fucze to be an honest man,

and to betray a Brother is rightly regarded as a heinous crime.”

Assuming, for the time being, that the facts are as stated by our
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contemporary, it may be asked, how is it possible to rid a Lodge of

such an obnoxious member as here referred to? Virtually there is no

way of doing so, and the question arises, what is best to be done under

such circumstances? In this country little notice is taken of outside

actions on the part of members of the Order, any one of whom may

show himself to be the " most consummate scoundrel," and, if he has

the impudence to do so, visit his Lodge just as though nothing had

happened. In saying this it may be best to explain that such are the

conditions in practice; in theory, perhaps, a dishonorable member can

be excluded, but how often is any action taken, much less a definite

sentence passed? and provided that the culprit does not stay away of

his own free will and accord there is no reason why he should not force

his company on those who had previously regarded him with favour.

The same difficulty is occasionally met with‘ in mundane affairs,

where it is well known that social Clubs and other organizations have

been broken up, and re-formed a few minutes later, simply to get rid

of an obnoxious member; but this cannot be done in Freemasonry, for

although it might be practicable for a majority to decide on the return

of the Warrant, we very much doubt the possibility of their getting a

new permit, even if the question of expense of re-consecration had not

to be taken into account.

In America better provision is made for this particular feature, Ma

sonic trials taking piece on many matters which are ignored in this

country, and sentences of exclusion or otherwise being fairly common

in nearly every Jurisdiction. Why should it not be so? How is it

possible to maintain the high reputation for the Order, if. no notice is

taken of unmasonic or illegal actions on the part of individual mem

bers? These and similar questions may well be asked by those who

recognize, as all should do, that the Masonic Order of this country, as

in all others, unfortunately numbers in its midst a share of the black

sheep of humanity. We do not propose to now consider the final item

of our contemporary’s remarks, as to the inferiority of London as com

pared with Provificial Lodges, but there is food for reflection in the

comment, and we may revert to it on some future occasiou.—Free'ma

son’s Chronicle, London, England.

“Any presiding officer of a Lodge who knowingly permits a devia

tion from the ancient landmarks and usages of the Craft in the per

formance of any work or ceremony. or who wilfully neglects to enforce

the laws and regulations of the Order, is guilty of a Masonic misde

meanor and unworthy of the honorable station he occupies.”
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liltalta, Queen of the mediterranean.

HE Island of Malta lies in the midst of the celebrated inland

. sea, directly south of Sicily, and is the chief of the Maltese

group, consisting of five islands, all of which are very small,

Malta itself containing an area of only ninety-five square miles. About

this small island which her devoted sons call “The Flower of the

World," are clustered many associations. It has always occupied an

important place in history; indeed, like early Grecian and Roman his

tory, fable and truth have equally had their share in making it famous

in legend and tradition. Homer represented the home of Calypso on

one of these Maltese islands and the visitor of to-day is shown the

grotto where Ulysses was so long detained. Another famous locality

is one of the bays of Malta where Saint Paul was wrecked about sixty

years after the beginning of the Christian era. There is a small fish

ing village on the shore of this inlet where a tower of stone was erected

February 10, 1610, to commemorate the shipwreck of the Apostle, and

the village chapel contains pictures and frescoes of the event which is

also remembered annually by a demonstration in the church of San

Paoli at Valetta, Malta’s chief town.

Malta has always been of importance to the different races struggling

for the supremacy of the Mediterranean and the island has been in pos

session of different tribes and nations, remaining for many centuries as

a feudal fist of Sicily, until the fourth of September, 1800, when it

came under, the rule of England, being secured to her by the Treaty of

Paris, in 1814.

The general reader finds much to interest and hold his attention in

the traditions and romance of Malta; the specialist, the antiquarian,

the geelogist, the historian, the scientist and the student of Biblical

record will obtain from the story of Malta something of value in each

line of study and work, the traveller will rejoice in its beautiful situa

tion, its fortificatiOns and catacombs, the churches and hospitals which

render the little island noticeable and well worth the visiting. To

Knights Templars it has a special interest, that of being connected

with the Order known as the Knights of St. John. or Knights Hospital

ers, the order that for five hundred years waged war in behalf of the

Christians. and which ruled the Maltese islands from the yeat’ 1530 to

1798. The celebrated Brotherhood did much for the advancement of

Malta, at the same time that it was engaged in protecting the island

from the infidels. The Knights builded hospitals and churches and in
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troduced improvements, so that Malta became fruitful in various direc

tions and the natives were invested with enthusiasm for work and

achievement. It was an age of chivalry in Europe and the Knights of

Malta kept up communication with commanderies, scattered through out

the continent, from whom they received important information and oc

casionally new recruits to swell their somewhat limited membership.

When, in 1565, a determined effort was entered into by the Sultan and

his allies to capture Malta, the Grand Master learned of the proposed

attack and made preparation for it. It was a most formidable on

slaught for allied forces and the siege lasted nearly four months. It

ended however, in the defeat of the Turks. who were compelled to

withdraw. After this great victory the Knights of Malta laid out

much money in improving the City of Valetta, shown in the illustration

on another page, and did much to promote the interests of the city by

building good roads, new hospitals and public edifices of various kinds.

All Europe rejoiced in the defeat and contributed generously to aid in

the making of Valetta because of the service rendered Christendom by

the Knights of Malta. After a time the great power and prestige of

the Order began to wane and its members did not live up to the high

standard of their vows of poverty, chastity and charity. Thus it came

about that, in 1798. Bonaparte‘s soldiers captured Valetta after little

resistance and the Order virtually ceased to exist.

The story of these Knights Hospitalers is absorbing and pathetic.

The Order was formed by Gerard, the “ Guardian of the Poor,” in the

eleventh century, at Jerusalem. Its members were a black gown with

a white cross on the breast, and did service to the poor and sick; re

serving the poorest of food for themselves, they gave the best to

the needy and the suffering. For about seven centuries the

Knights of St. John were renowned for loyalty and did much good

work in behalf of Christianity. The final decadence and death of the

Order came from the treacherous and unworthy members who entered

its ranks, not as humble and loyal disciples, but to gain position or

case. So by foes from within was the Order conquered which had so

long withstood the attacks from without of powerful armies from all

over the world I

The Grand Palace of the Knights of St. John, a plain edifice is still

standing in one of the quaint streets of Valetta and is occupied as a

residence by the English Governor. The Brussels tapestries hanging

in the Great Council'Chamber of the Old Palace are of great beauty

and attract many visitors. In the grand dining hall hangs a portrait

of Grand Master Vijncourt by Caravaggio, while among the frescoes

s
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in the grand ball room are depicted events in the history of the Order

of St. John, specially noticeable being those of the sea'fights partici

pated in by these soldier-monks. The armory of the old palace has in

it much to interest the Masonic visitors; besides the portraits of the

Grand Masters, it contains the curious weapons and firearms used in

the days when Christians and Mohammedans waged fierce battle.

Among the relics preserved are Grand Master La Vallette’s sword.

presented him by Philip ll of Spain, and the Deed of Perpetual Sover

eignty granted the Order of St. John by Charles V. The whole

Palace speaks vividly of the warrior-band which existed in such great

splendor when the edifice was constructed.

The Church of St. John was also erected by the Knights who be

stowed upon its adornments much of their wealth which at one period

of the Order’s life was very great. Beneath in the crypt of this edifice.

are tombs of twelve of the Grand Masters. including that of the famous

La Valletta. The whole building is filled with reminders. in one way

and another. of the celebrated Order which did so much in the making

of Malta and which has left its indelible mark upon her history. We

cannot. if we would, separate the Order of St. John from the little

island whose shores are washed by the waves of the Mediterranean and

whose charms, though varied and many, would not attract as they do.

did not the voices of the soldier monks ring down the past and their

deeds of valor and loyalty breathe an everlasting perfume which shall

ever enwrap Malta and lure the visitor to its rocky heights, its associa

tions of romance and reality.

Tar: right to “ make a Mason at sight" may justly be claimed, we

think, to belong to the prerogatives of a Grand Master of Masons.

But such a power can be properly exercised only in accord with certain

conditions and limitations. A Lodge must be convened. and this

within the jurisdiction over which a Grand Master proposing to exer

cise such a right, has authority; and a Masonic ceremony must be

observed and properly attested. We have seen an item going the

rounds of the Masonic press, announcing that the Grand Master of

Mississippi recently visited Biloxi, and went aboard a British steamship

anchored out in the harbor, and there made the captain of the ship a

Mason at sight. The proceeding looks decidedly irregular. A British

steamship is hardly the place for an ‘American Grand Master to exer

cise authority. of a somewhat doubtful nature, as in the case mentioned.
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[Written for Freemasons Repository]

Borrowed Idaps.

‘ HERE are numerous~Scotch and English superstitions which

' are most interesting to the student, because of their bearing

upon national customs and peculiarities. So with the legend of

the “ Borrowed Days,” which the Scotch peasantry believe March bor

rowed from April, fer the purpose of destroying some young sheep. The

unotfending animals lived, in spite of the three days of snow and mud

and wet, which March borrowed, boasting that with this aid she would

kill the sheep. The story leaves us in doubt as to why the animals

were to be thus disposed of, and why March had not enough days of

her own in which to perform her murderous deeds; but too much must

not be expected of legends; it is enough that we have here the origin

of the Borrowed Days. The meaning of the story is said to be in the

fact, true of England, as of our own country, that the last days of

March are apt to be cold and disagreeable, a final touch of winter

before the settled weather of springtime. A Highland superstition is

similar to the Engliin fable, only its Borrowed Days are said to be be

tween the eleventh and fifteenth of February. if these days are very

stormy then fine weather may be looked for during the year; if fair,

the reverse may be expected.

That this superstition is generally believed in Scotland is shown by

the following anecdote: The Scottish Covenanters invaded Aberdeen

in an attempt to quell an uprising, for the King and Episcopacy, which

had been raised in that city. It was a fine day for the marching of the

troops and the Covenantcrs expressed their thankful surprise that it

was pleasant weather, because of its being one of the Borrowed Days;

the clergy even alluding to it in the pulpits as a dispensation 0f Provi

dence in favor of the cause represented by the Covenanting army.

Whether or not we have heard of this curious superstition, or whether,

having heard, we believe or disbelicve it, none of us can fail to apply

it, figuratively, to our own lives which have in them some borrowed

days, indicated by special dates upon the individual Calendar. Most

(if us think first of the lovely autumn days which sometimes seem to

have been borrowed, with all their warmth of sunshine and balminess

of air. from summer, whose reign over the blossoming earth has ended

with the advent of another sovereign. Once in a while even mid

wiuter borrows a day from summer, and we revel in the blue skies and
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fragrant breezes which might fitly rejoice our senses in the month of

June. Borrowed days are not always pleasant—sometimes summer

borrows a little of winter's cold and plays a joke upon the dwellers by

the seashore and in themountains, sending them to their homes by the

chilly winds which she has borrowed for a few days, to be soon super

seded by her own warm breezes and gleaming sunlight.

But the suggestions of the old-time fable may be carried still farther

and applied to the days which we borrow from the business of life and

devote to its pleasures. All of us have borrowed days from pursuits

and engagements of daily living, days which we have repaid with the

clearer brains, refreshed bodies and minds, that we have brought back

to the work upon which we were engaged before the vacation period

spent in rest and recreation. Such borrowed days have in them a

special charm. Their memory long endures and we delight to recall

these oases in the monotonous desert of daily work.

As the years come and go we borrow occasionally a day from child

hood, or early youth, and it blossoms like a rose in the midst of the

more sombre flowers which age finds a suitable background. Our

hearts are light, we are merry and gay, cares seem to have taken them

selves wings. and for a day, at least, we enjoy ourselves as a happy,

untroubled child. We forget the trials which come with manhood;

we even push aside the heavy clouds of sorrow and disappointment

which have darkened our path; we enjoy the simple pleasures which

long ago delighted us and for a little time we drop the burden, only to

take it up again with the rising of to-morrow’s sun. These borrowed

days are rare and precious~encourage their possession by a childish

trust and a contented mind.

From friends and neighbors we are privileged, sometimes, to borrow

a day. When we are ill, or in trouble, some sweet and gracious pres

ence will enter our home, will soothe and cheer the weary hours, and

by giving their time and thought, render our existence 9. little brighter,

our daily tasks less difficult of execution.

Then, too, we borrow days from history and literature. We add to

our prosaic years the days made famous by great events or associated

with celebrated names, and thus make our twelvemonth to consist of

more than the three hundred and sixty-five days. Great authors have

given us such a store of these days from which to borrow that we have

an embarrassment of riches offered for selection. Each has his favor

ite writer, however; the poet, historian, or essayist whom he loves and

who furnishes him with a calendar of days not to be found in every

body's year book. Carnival and Lent are not observed at the same



FREEMASONS Raposn'oa Y. 205

time by friends or even families—each heart keeps his own holy days,

his own feasts and festivals.

It does not seem to hold true of days that “ who goeth a-borrowing.

goeth a-sorrowing," for by the getting of these days loaned us from'the

past, from history, from childhood or from friends. we gain much to

comfort and enlighten us. Whenever one is tired and thinks life not

worth the living, let him borrow a day from the invalid's existence.

Let him, in imagination, lie upon the couch of suffering, look at the

four walls which form a prison cell, and yet which often shelter a truly

cheerful spirit, a lovely and gracious disposition. Will he not be ren

dered, by the visit, happier and more contented with what may be a

hard and dreary lot? Borrowing a day is often a good recipe to cure

or remove an attack of ill temper which renders its possessor miserable

and his associates doubly so. Some one tells the story of a man who

was accustomed to announce these periods of ill temper to his family

and friends by a red wafer pasted on his forehead, which served as a

danger signal. To borrow a day once in a while from some model of

patience and serenity would be a better remedy for such a one and,

perhaps, act as a preventive against similar attacks.

What better resolve is there for the New Year close at hand than a

determination to borrow from what is great and noble and true, from

the past, present and future, the days that will be marked by some

thing to illumine the life and aid its upward scarchings for sweetness

and inner light?‘ Better the borrowing if possible, striving for what is

best and nearest man’s highest ideals,-and specially seek for the days

which stand for greatness in character, or that teach a lesson of child

hood's trust; the confidence which renders its possessor serene. and

cheerful amid all surroundings.

a. u. R.

No'r Lose AGO we were present at a sort of " Experience Meeting,"

where several brethren who have been members of the Fraternity for

many years gave their testimony as to the charm and benefits of

Freemasonry. They told of friendships formed. of social occasions

enjoyed, and of important lessons learned, which were so many items

to be entered on the credit side of the Masonic organization. Most

certainly there are gifts and privileges attaching to our membership in

the Ancient Fraternity, which ought not to pass unfelt, and for which,

sometimes, we should make grateful acknowledgments.
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Ifrague @athedral.

H15 towns and cities of Europe owe much of their fascination

and charm to the cathedrals and churches which 'have so many

attractions of legendary and historical interest as well as of

architectural beauty and grandeur. The city of Prague is no exception

to this rule. The cathedral of St. Vitus, begun in 1344-, is perhaps

the most important feature. architecturally, and because of its associa

tions, of the quaint old city which boasts so many traditions, and whose

bridges, towers, palaces and shrines are invested with innumerable

legends and stories of the past.

Prague, the capital of Bohemia, situated on both sides of the Moi

dau, is divided into the old and new towns, which are built on the hill

side overhanging the river and surmounted by the Palace of the

Bohemian Kings, visible from all points of view. There are seven

bridges joining the two sections of the town, the new Palaeky bridge

and the Kaiser Franz suspension bridge being the most important,

while the old (Jarls bridge is most interesting. because of the stories

associated with it. The arches of this bridge are adorned with statues,

the most notable being that of the patron saint of Bohemia, St. Ne

pomueenus, or St. John Nepomuc as he was better known. On the

parapet of this bridge is a cross with five stars, marking the spot. from

which St. John Nepomuc was thrown into the river by order of King.

Vencelas 1V, because the saint- refused to tell the secrets revealed to '

him in the confessional‘ by the Queen. The faithful regard this statue

with great veneration, and on the anniversary of the martyred Father,

May 16th, flock to the bridge in great numbers from all parts of B0

hemia, and make the day a regular festival. Legend has it that five

stars hung in a crescent over Nepomuc’s head when he was being put

to death, so in commemoration of this a boat sails through the bridge

at twilight, each festival day, bearing five lights, to remind the people

of the stars which gleamed above the brave priest who met his death in

the waters of the Moldau.

Within the precincts of the palace stands the Gothic Cathedral,

which was begun in evident imitation of the one at Cologne. The

structure has never been completed and has sutfered greatly from re

ligious wars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, as well as from

a fire which damaged it seriously, in 1561. The interior of the cathe

dral is noteworthy, and contains many treasures. The Royal Manso

leum is here, made of marble and alabaster, executed in 1589 by Alex
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ander Colin. The chapel of St. Wenceslaus bears a striking appear

ance, its walls being of.chalcedony, jasper and amethyst.

The chapel of St. Menzel contains the tomb of the saint killed by

his brother Boleslas in 931. It also includes the shrine of St. John of

Nepomuc, said to contain over a ton and a half of solid silver. A

coffin of crystal encloses the body of the saint, that in turn being with

in a casket of silver which is upheld by silver angels. Numerous

silver lamps, donated by celebrated persons, hang above the monument,

the total value of the silver around the shrine being estimated at

200,000 fiorins. In this chapel, which has many fine frescoes, Arch

duke Ferdinand of Austria was elected in 1526, King of Bohemia.

The cathedral of Prague is certainly a most interesting and noteworthy

structure, and the picture of it in this issue of the REPOSITORY is a good

representation of the edifice and its immediate surroundings.

The history of Prague is a story of almoat unceasing war. It was

besieged and taken half a dozen times before the close of the thirteenth

century. Under the reign of Charles 1V, it was very prosperous,

and in the world of arts and letters, occupied a prominent place.

Afterward, during the Hussite wars, the town was ravaged by religious

fanatics and many of its churches destroyed, thus accounting for the

fact that Prague possessed few venerable ecclesiastical edifices. When

Rudolf II ruled, the town again enjoyed prosperity, and became a

centre of learning, men notable in the scientific world like Copernicus

and Tycho Brahe, enjoying the society of the Court and helping to

make Bohemia’s capital well-known and admired. The Thirty Years

War may be said to have begun in Prague, when the two councillors,

Martinitz and Slawater, were hurled from a window in the Council

Chamber of the Palace, May 23, 1618. This war also ended in Prague

in 1648, when the town was occupied by the Swedes. It did not long

enjoy peace, however, and during the Seven Years War it was com

pelled to capitulate to Frederick the Great of Prussia, and for nearly a

century it continued to suffer from the troubles in which the House of

Austria had been involved. During the present century it has enjoyed

a period of quiet and prosperity, although there has been some discus

sion between the differing races which form its population and which

are striving for supremacy.

The town in the valley of the Moldau looks so peaceful in the morn

ing sunlight, overshadowed by the stately towers of the Cathedral on

the bill, that we cannot think of it as a beleaguered city where fierce

contests have so often been waged, and where religious fanaticism has

been conspicuously shown in the annals of the past. But at night,
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when darkness lends its aid to the imagination, we seem to see vast

armies encircling lhe silent city. and live over again that legend which

Longfellow has embodied in the well-remembered lines:

“ I have read, in some old, marvelous tale,

Some legend, strange and vague,

That a midnight host of spectres pale.

Beleaguered the walls of Prague.

“ Beside the Moldau’s rushing stream,

\Vith the wan moon overhead,

There stood as in an awful dream

The army of the dead.

“ White as a sea-fog, landward bound,

The spectral camp was seen,

And with a sorrowful deep sound,

The river flowed betwoen.

“ No other voice nor sound was there,

No drum, nor sentry's pace;

The mist-like banners clasped the air,

As clouds with clouds embrace.

“ But when the old cathedral bell

Proclaimed the morning prayer,

The white pavilions rose and fell,

On the alarmed air.

“ Down the broad valley fast and far,

The troubled army fled;

Up rose the glorious morning star,

The ghostly host was dead."

THE GRAND LODGE or ILLINOIS, at the last annual session, adopted

the following amendment to the Constitution : '" Electioneering in any

way for one’s self for ofiice in the Grand Lodge is prohibited as un

Masonic, and any member found guilty of the offense shall be ineligi

ble to olfiee; and, if already in office, shall forfeit the otliee held by

him.” This is a wholesome declaration, and possibly it may be of ser

vice in the remedying of a great evil. But the “electioneering” for

oflice in Grand Lodges and other Masonic bodies is usually done by the

friends of candidates, the consultations, combinations. and arrange

ments having all taken place before the meeting of the Grand Lodge '

or other organization. There are “ Masters in Israel ” who control

things in every Masonic jurisdiction. They move one forward and hold

another back. and the preferred candidates need to do but little “ elec

tioneeringn in their own behalf.
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uestinns and. gitnswers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the REPOSI'I‘ORY will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed In the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.--Eul'roa.l

“ Is there any Masonic jurisdiction where the Bible is not held in

respect and where it is not regarded as indispensable to the proper fur

nishing of a Lodge?”

There are some jurisdictions where Freemasonry has at least a name,

within whose limits the Bible is not found in so-called Masonic Lodges.

It has been set aside as of no value. It has been banished from these

organizations on a specious plea for broader liberty and the prevalence

of more progressive ideas. In reality, however, it has been removed

to please agnostics and semi-atheists who have little respect for the

Divine law or for anything that purports to be a revelation of that law.

In France and some of the other countries of Continental Europe there

are organizations which bear the Masonic name, where the Bible has

no place and where its sanctions are unknown. But in every Lodge

that gets its authority from the Grand Lodge of England, and in every

Masonic jurisdiction of this country, the Bible is justly held to be in

dispensable. It is a proposition which English and American Crafts

men will unitedly affirm. “ that without a Bible open in a Masonic

Lodge there can be no true .Freemasoury."

“ Will you inform me what in your opinion will bind Masons more

firmly to their respective Lodges? In other words what bar can prop

erly be set up against the going out of so many to join the ranks of the

unaf’filiates? "

The question is very general. It suggests an evil which ought to be

prevented. A statement going the rounds of the Masonic press at this

time is to this effect: that there are more unaffiliated Masons in the

United States than active members. We trust that the proportion of

those on the outside is not so great as stated ; but however this may be

the number of unaffiliates is quite too large and it is constantly increas

ing. How shall we check the movement? How shall we bind our

membership more firmly to the Lodge and to the Fraternity? Many

answers might be given pointing out different ways of procedure to

secure the desired result. One of these ways would be to increase the

fees of admission, sift the material presented much more carefully than

a
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is now the case. and limit the number of members in a Lodge so that

closer attachments would be formed and more of the spirit of Frater

nity expressed. How to prevent the going out of so many each year

is adifiicult problem. As the fashion now is many are coming and

many are going; would it not be better to admit fewer members and

guard more carefully the avenues of approach to the Lodge?

“ When and where did the degree of Past Master originate? I am

a young Mason and have but recently received the degrees of the Capit

ular system. Is the degree of Past Master generally regarded Wllll

favor?"

Opinions difier as to the origin and value of this degree. The view

taken by most authorities is that the degree originated about the close

of the last century. Thomas Smith Webb is usually credited with the

formulating of the degree as now included in the Chapter system.

Webb's purpose was to construct a degree outof the ceremony properly

applicable to the installation of a brother as Master of a Lodge. The

“ Secrets of the Chair,” as they were termed, were elaborated with a

degree which was made a part of the Capitular system. Hence there

are “ Past Masters ” who are such by having taken this degree in the

course of their advancement, and actual “ Past Masters” who are en

titled to be thus designated because they have filled the office of Wor.

Master in a Lodge. The working of the degree of Past Master is

essentially an American practice. It does not belong to the order of

procedure followed by English Royal Arch Chapters. It is a part of

the Capitular system recognized and made binding in this country.

Yet it is not regarded with special favor by 'many intelligent compan

ions. It could be dropped from the system without- serious loss.

“ In our Lodge recently the subject of an appropriation of funds

was under Consideration and a motion was pending, when the Wor.

Master said there will be no further discussion of the subject to-night—

it is laid over until the next regular meeting. There was objection to

this course and a brother rose to appeal from the Master’s decision. but

was ordered to take his seat and told that there could be no appeal.

Did not the Wor. Master exceed his authority F"

No. He was justified in doing as he did by the law of Freemasonry,

which makes the Master supreme so far as the Lodge is concerned.

His decision is final so far as the Lodge is “concerned. He may arrest

business at any point without any appeal being taken from his judg

ment. Of course there is a remedy should he rule iu'“an unjust or

arbitrary manner," or unduly interfere with the transacting of business

by the Lodge. Then the Grand Master may come in to check so un
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warranted a use of power. But for the time the Master of a Lodge

exercises supreme authority. As Dr. Mackcy states the proposition:

“ Such a thing as an appeal from the Worshipful Master to the Lodge

is unknown in Freemasonry.”

Editorial Etrlotes.

BRO. A. H. BELL, a District Deputy Grand Master in Illinois. holds

decided opinions adverse to Masons belonging to other secret societies.

He aflirms that a man who belongs to several such organizations is gen

erally not a valuable member to any of them. He says: “ I hope to

see the day when applicants for the degrees in Masonry shall be re

quired to state that they belong to no other secret society, or if they

do belong to any, stating to what ones, and also stating that if elected

to the degrees in Masonry, they will before initiation withdraw from

such other order. In short Masonry will be strengthened in every

place. and become indeed a potent factor for good, far exceeding its

record in the past, whenever Masons shall be Masons only.” While

there is some force in Bro Bell's criticism and in his recommendation,

it would be exceeding unwise. in our opinion, to enact a rule as he

suggests. It depends upOn the character of the man—upon his condi

tions and circumstances in great measure—whether or not he will be a

valuable member of one or of several societies. We have in mind

brethren identified with a number of fraternal organizations who seem

to be helpful in them all. We think of others belonging to but one

whose service to that one counts for but little.

ANCIENT CRAFT Masosar embodies a system of truths which appeal

to the understanding and may be made very plain in their presenta

tion. How simple, and yet how profound, are the principles set

forth in the degrees of the Entered Apprentice, Fellow Craft, Master

Mason and Royal Arch! Impressive as are the ceremonies of these

degrees there is nothing fantastic pertaining to them—nothing of ob

scure mysticism or unmcaning display, much less of folly and absurd

ity. It is a matter of congratulation to thoughtful brethren that the

Masonic institution is estabiished on such a basis—that it finds expres

sion in orderly and sensible ways rather than declaring itself by the

use of sensational methods as a mere spectacle of glitter and show.

AND rs'r concessions must be made to the demand for dramatic force

and for spectacular presentations. which asserts itself in the lines of
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Freemasonry as well as in other associations. There are dramatic ele

ments in the Masonic system, which may well be brought out and made

effective in the ceremonies of each degree. There are object lessons

to be taught which should be presented in both an artistic and an

attractive manner. The opportunities for emphasis and embellish

ments in communicating the mysteries of Freemasonry are many and

great; but carcfulness is needed that the presentation does not run into

mere display, and that accessories are made subordinate to essentials.

Nor EVERY sum of good reputation is fitted for membership in the

Masonic Fraternity. A man may be honest and upright of character,

and yet because of certain tendencies of thought or disposition he could

not come into harmonious relations with the members of a Lodge. A

man who is possessed of prejudices which incline him to harsh judgments

and narrow ways of living would find himself out of place in an

organization such as ours. It is better for him and for the Institution

that he should stay on the outside.

masonic Ideals.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department. we are indebted to the personal favor of friends.

the secdlar press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim in to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we all] use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to " Ma

sonic News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. “'0 shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts

held its Annual Communication in

Masonic Temple, Boston, Wednesday,

December 12, 1894. One hundred and

fifty-two Lodges were represented at

the gathering which was numeroust

attended. Mention may be made of

the fact that the year passed by with

no deaths to record among the Grand

Officers and permanent members of

the Grand Lodge. Reference was

made to the sudden death of District

Deputy Grand Master De Witt Clinton

Jansen, which occurred November 6,

1894, while he was installing the

officers of Ancient Landmark Lodge

in Shanghai, China. The following

officers were elected for the ensuing

Masonic year: Most Worshipful Grand

Master, Edwin B. Holmes of Boston;

Senior Grand Warden, George F.

Walker of Stoughton; Junior Grand

Warden, Henry J. Mills of East

Saugus ; G rand 'l‘reasurer, John Carr of

Boston; Recording Grand Secretary,

b'ereno D. \Zickerson of Cambridge;

directors for two years, Charles A.



FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y. 213

Welch o! Cohasset, Gen. Samuel C.

Lawrence of Medford, Henry Endicott

of Cambridge and Charles C. Hutchin

son of Lowell; for one year (to fill

vacancy). Charles '1‘. Gallagher of

Boston; trustee of the Masonic educa

tion and charity trust for eight years,

Theodore C. Bates of Worcester;

auditing committee, Edward R. Price

of North Attleboro, Daniel J. Poore

of Merrimac and John M. Raymond

of Salem.

Ninety-Sixth Annual Convoeation

of the Grand Chapter of Massa

chusetts.

’l‘he ninety-sixth Annual Convoca

tion of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter

of Massachusetts was held in Masonic

Temple, Boston, December ll, 1894.

Three sessions were held, those of

morning and afternoon being devoted

to the exemplification of the degrees,

that of the evening to business. All

but eight of the Subordinate Chapters

in the Jurisdiction were represented

at the sessions in the day time, and

the evening business meeting was also

largely attended. The following

uamed oflicers were elected for the en~

suing Masonic year, and were installed

by Past Grand High Priest, Arthur

G. Pollard of Lowell, assisted by Past

Grand Scribe, Albert C. Richardson

of Boston: Most Excellent Grand

High Priest, J. Gilman Waite of Med

ford; Deputy Grand High Priest,

Warren B. Ellis of Boston; Grand

King, Henry E. Gaylord of South

Hadley Falls; Grand Scribe, William

1’. Brechin of Boston; Grand Treas

urer, John Haigh of Somerville;

Grand Secretary, Seranus Bowen of

Boston; Grand Trustees, Henry Endi

colt of Cambridge and Daniel W.

Lawrence of Medford

Tm: MASSACHUSETTS Cosvexnox

OF HIGH Pamsrs met in annual

gathering at the close of the Convo

cation and the following-named were

elected officers: President, Warren B.

Ellis of Boston; Vice-President, Jer

ome Smith of South Boston; Treas

urer, John Haigh of Somerville; Sec

retary, Seranus Bowen of Boston;

Master of Ceremonies, Eugene A.

Holton of Boston; Conductor, Charles

Harris 0! Boston; Herald, William B.

Lawrence of Medford; Steward, Wil

liam Donaldson of Roxbury.

THE MIDDLE STATES

Important Notification.

The Grand Master of Masons in

New York, Brother John Hodge, has

issued an important circular letter to

the Lodges, treating of an annoyance

which is of rapid growth unless meas

ures are taken to prevent its spread.

The substance of the letter is as fol

lows:

in view of the fact that appeals have

been made by several lodges for dona

ations of money without complying

with the requirements of the Grand

Lodge, I deem it proper to call the

attention of all the lodges to the fol

lowing resolution adopted by the

Grand Lodge in 1886:

“Resolved, That hereafter every

lodge of this jurisdiction be and the

same is hereby prohibited from lSFll:

ing or sending out any circular or

appeal to the other lodges for dona

tions of money for any purpose what

ever, unless the same shall have been

submitted to and otiicially approved

by the Gland Master."

This resolution was deemed neces

sary by the frequency with which

such appeals have been issued, and

the great annoyance and trouble occa

sioned thereby.

The purpose of the resolution is
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two-told. First, before an appeal is

made to the lodges, an opportunity is

afforded the Grand Master to deter

mine the propriety of making such an

appeal, and second, having determined

that the object is a laudable one, his

approval thereof is an evidence to the

lodges of the worthiness of the meas

ure for which donations are requested.

Hereafter, all lodges receiving an

appeal from a lodge for donations of

money unless such appeal is approved

by the Grand Master, will return the

same, to the lodge from which appeal

emanates.

Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania.

The Annual Communication of the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania was

held in Philadelphia, December 5,

1894. The attendance was large from

all parts of the State. The reports

presented gave proof of a year of pro

gress and prosperity in this old and

conservative jurisdiction. The busi

ness was for the most part. of only

local interest. The following officers

were duly elected and installed:

Grand Master, Matthias l-I. Hender

son; Deputy Grand Master, William

J. Kelly ; Senior Grand Warden, Henry

W. Williams; Junior Grand Warden,

George E. Wagner; Grand 'l‘reasurer,

Thomas R. Patton; Grand Secretary,

Michael Nisbet. Trustees of the

Grand Lodge (.‘harity Fund, Alphonso

C. lreland, John S. Stevens, John

Sterling, Stockton Bates, John R.

Fanshawc. Trustees of the Girard

Bequest, Samuel C. Perkins, Azariah

W. Hoopes, John 1.. Thomson, Alex

ander ll. Morgan, Ellsworth ll. Ilultz.

Quarterly Communication of the

Grand Chapter of Pennslyvania.

The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of

Pennsylvania held its quarterly Com

munication in Masonic Temple, Phila

delphia. Der-ember 6, 1894. The

gathering was well-attended and the

business was dispatched in due order

and with harmony of opinion and ex

pression. The election of Grand

()fllcers for the ensuing Masonic. year

resulted in the following: Comp. Ezra

5. Bartlett, Grand High Priest; Comp.

Richard M. Johnson, Grand King;

Comp. Michael W. Jacobs, Grand

Scribe; Comp. Thomas R. Patton,

Grand 'l‘reasurer; Comp. Charles

Cary, Grand Secretary.

Annual Convocation of the Grand

Chapter of West Virgina.

The twenty-third annual gathering

of the Grand Royal Arch Chapter was

held in Masonic Temple, Wheeling,

November 12, 1894. The Convocation

was well-attended and the reports

showed progress and prosperity in the

organizations represented. The fol—

lowing olficers were elected: Grand

High Priest, Neill Robinson, (Tharles

ton; Grand King, James. McCahon.

Wheeling; Grand Scribe, S N. Myers,

Martinsburg; Grand 'l‘reasurer, Hugh

Sterling, Wheeling; Grand Secretary,

0. S. Long, Charleston. The High

Priest appointed Grand Lecturer K.

1). Walker, Charleston; Grand Chap

lain, Rev. ll. \ ’. ' ‘orrence, Charleston;

Grand Captain of the Host, G. W.

(Zrccl, Grafton; Grand Principal So

journer, J. G. Behldatler, Wheeling;

Grand Royal Arch t‘nptain, W. W.

Van Winkle, Parkersburg; Grand

Master Third Vail, F. N. Seibert,

Martinsburg; Grand Master Second

Vail, H. W. Thomas, Bluetield; Grand

Master First Vail, Dr. G. M. Me

Conihaig, Charleston.

The TriennialaProposed Pilgrim

age of St. John‘s Commandery of

Philadelphia, Pa.

During the Triennial Conclave of

the Grand Encampment to be held in
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Boston, August 1895, the Sir Knights

of St. John’s (fiommandery, Phila

delphia, propose to make a pilgrim

age, leaving that city, August 24th

and reaching home September 7th. A

most attractive tour has been arranged

for and the places to be visited include

the White Mountains, Quebec, Mon

treal, the Thousand Islands, Niagara

Falls, and Watkins Glen. The 'l‘rien

uial Committee send a synopsis of the

proposed trip at this early date, so

that when the full itinerary is pub

lished those wishing to participate in

the pilgrimage may be able to respond

without delay.

THE WEST.

Annual Meeting of the Grand Lodge

of California.

The Grand Lodge of California held

its Annual Communication, October

9—13, two hundred and five Lodges

being represented. Reports of the

G rand Treasurer and the Grand Secre

tary show that a large amount of

money was received and expended,

and that the Lodges in the State have

been prosperous, four new ones hav

ing been added to the list. James B.

Stevens, of Napa, was elected Grand

Master, and George Johnson, of San

Francisco, Grand Secretary.

Proposed Masonic Temple in Mil

waukee, Wisconsin.

The Masons of Wisconsin and speci

ally those in Milwaukee have long felt

the need of a convenient and commodi

ous building for Masonic purposes.

A practical project has been presented

by the Connnauder-in-(lhief of the

Wisconsin (Jonsistory which will pro

vide for the erection of such a build

ing upon ground already owned by

the Consistory. The enterprise seems

to promise successful fulfillment, and

if the Fraternity in the State will co

operate with the members of the Scot

tish Rite specially interested in the

carrying out of the plan, the Temple

will be speedily erected to the great

satisfaction of all concerned. The

three first oliicers of the Consistory—

Brothers U. M. (Jottrell, (Pharles l).

Rogers and Thomas E. Balding, are

wise business men whose judgment

counts for much, both as regards

commercial interests and in promoting

the welfare of the Order in their city

and State. it is to be hoped that their

etiorts will be rewarded by the erec

tion of a Temple which shall furnish

a suitable place for all Masonic gather

ings, and be a sign of brotherly zeal

. and co-operation.

THE SOUTH.

Death of R. E. Sir john Frizzell.

An official order from the Grand

Commander of the Grand Command

ery of Tennessee announces the death

of R. E. Sir John Frizzell, November

30, 1894. it is with great sorrow that

we learn of the taking away of one

whom we esteemed as a friend and

respected for his qualities of true

manhood, his helpful words and deeds.

Our departed brother was prominent

in Masonic circles, having tilled the

offices of Grand Commander and

Grand Recorder in the Grand Coul

mandery of Tennessee, and he will be

deeply mourned by the Sir Knights of

his Jurisdiction and by all who were

permitted to enjoy his companionship

in the various pursuits of related life.

R. E. Sir Charles H. Eastman in his

otiicial announcement of the sad event

says: “When the mighty oak, the

father of the forest, stricken by the

whirlwind or yielding to decay, falls
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to the ground; when the proud clifl',

shaken from its‘base by some convul

sion of nature, totters and falls, the

face of the fair landscape is changed;

a landmark is gone, and only those

whose knew not the former conditions

can fail to note the vacancy created

and realize the irreparable loss. So.

when among men a leader dies—one

to whom through many years all have

learned to look for guidance, advice

and help—those who have habitually

relied upon his wise and kindly coun

sels can not but feel that the sky is

darkened, the pathway obscured, and

that a loss beyond remedy has bcl‘allen

his friends. Such a loss has come to

the Knights of Tennessee in the death

of their brother, John Frizzell. (Jare~

ful and loving hands will prepare the

record of his long and useful life, con

spicuous in every field, both state and

national."

ENGLAND.

Memorial to Rev. john Edmund

Cox, D. D., Past Grand Chaplain

of the Grand Lodge of England.

On Monday, DeeemberlO, ultimo, a

memorial service was held in the

ancient Church of St. llelen, Bishop

gate, London, which was nuuierously

attended. The Masonic body was very

strongly represented, and by dispen

sation they wore Masonic clothing.

There was a choral service followed

by an address on “The purpose of

monuments," by Archdeacon Sinclair.

Dr. Pigott then unveiled the marble

tablet which bore the following in

scription : “ 'l‘his tablet was erected by

a few Masonic friends to the memory

of the Rev. John Edmund Cox, D. D.,

of All Souls’ College, Oxford, who for

twenty-four years was Vicar, and sub

sequently for fourteen years Vicar-in

charge of this parish, and for ten

years Grand Chaplain of the Free- ‘

masons of England. Born, October

9, 18l2. Died, October 27, 1890."

The London Freemason adds to Its

account of the memorial service the

following brief sketch of the departed

craftsman: ‘~ Bro. the Rev. John E.

Cox, D. D., was a very distinguished

member of our Order, and as a Grand

()tiiccr, a man of great literary ability, 1

and one who took a great interest in

the welfare of our schools, rendered

it, during his long career, many and

valuable services. He was Grand

(.‘haplain during the Grand Master

of the late Earl of Zetland, from 1848

to 1857, both inclusive. As a pro

moter of Masonic literature, he will be

remembered for the attention he gave

to the ditl‘erent issues of the Book of

(‘onstitutions, a carefully annotated

edition of which was compiled by

him, and is still purchasable, while he

was a frequent contributor to the col

ulnns of the old Freemasons‘ Ma gazinc

and Mirror. As for the schools, be

acted the part of examiner ot' the

children for many years, and very

materially assisted by the suggestions

he ofiered in his reports in improving

the curriculum. He died in 1890, and

we rejoice that the memory of his ser

vices in the church with which he

was associated during a great part of

his career has been thus fittineg

honored.“

Quarterly Meeting of Grand Lodge.

The London Frecmason in its report

of the Communication held at Free

masous‘ Hall, London, on Wednesday,

Dec. 5, 1894, designates the meeting

as an animated one and the attendance

much larger than usual. The business

transacted included several items of

special interest. Bro. A. A. Pendle

bury, Assistant Grand Secretary, being
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obliged to resign his oilice on account

of failing health, was voted a retiring

pension of £400 per anuum. Several

amendments to the Constitution were

adopted. Bro. W. Lake, Provincial

Grand Registrar of Cornwall, was

appointed to the office made vacant by

the retirement of Bro. l’endlebury.

'l‘hree candidates, Bros. Vaughan Mor

gan, W. M. Stiles, and C. ll. Hudson,

Were placed in nomination as candi

dates for Grand Treasurer. The usual

exciting contest may be anticipated at

the election in March next. An earn

est discussion took place in reference

to “Colombian Lodge, No. 656, of'

New South Wales,“ the rights of

which, as was stated. had been un

justly assailed. 'l‘he situation, as dis

closed by the debate, showed some

technical mistakes and complications;

but the action of the Colonial Board

in dealing with the various questions

involved was finally sustained by the

Grand Lodge.

AUSTRALIA.

Revival of Masonic Interest in

Tasmania.

The ollicers of the various Lodges

of Hobart have aroused considerable

interest among the members by pre

paring and delivering lectures upon

suitable subjects connected with Ma

sonry, its history and growth. The

preparation of these essays has been

careful, and they have shown that

much thought and time have been be

stowed upon the work by those who

have undertaken it. One of the lee

tures, delivered before Pacific Lodge,

had for its subject, "The Holy Telu

ple," and was given by Bro. J. ll.

Hunt, Junior Deacon. It was artisti

cally illustrated by specially prepared

slides, and was enjoyed by a large

gathering of members of the Lodge,

and also by the Worshipful Master of

Rechab Lodge, who, with his officers

and brethren. made a fraternal visita

tion on that occasion.

JAPAN.

Desired Modification of Restrictive

Laws in japan.

The laws of Japan are very strin

gent respecting the holding of secret

meetings. Two of these laws are as

follows: “ Any combination or meet

ing of a secret nature is interdicted.

Any person violating this provision

shall be punished with minor confine

ment of not less than one month or

more than two years, together with a

fine of from ten to one thousand yen."

“ Even though a meeting may be non~

political, should the police consider

such meeting calculated to ignore the

public peace or good order. they may

attend and superintend it." The Ma

sonic Fraternity of Japan hopes to

secure a modification of these laws so

that meetings may be held without

restrictions, and much interest is felt

in the results of the efforts now being

made to secure the desired privilege

Dai Nippon Chapter of Rose Croix.

in Yokohama has already asked by a

memorial issue, that, in the treaty be

tween Great Britain and Japan and

between the United States and Japan.

freedom may be given the Masonic

Fraternity, to hold their meetings

without restrictions or interference.
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19100118 and Elfidagazines.

ONE HUNDRED Yssns OF Concoanm

Lonon, No. 13, As. M.-. Pub

lished in Baltimore, Md., 1894.

The volume hearing this title con

tains an account of the Centenary

Celebration of Concordia Lodge, No

13, of Baltimore, Md., held April 13,

14, 1893, together with a full history

of the Lodge. We acknowledge with

pleasure the receipt of this interesting

and noteworthy publication. Great

credit is certainly due the committee

on the preparation of this work,

Brothers G. H. Kooke, A. l]. Fetting

and Alvin Robertson, who have suc

ceeded in producing such a complete

and interesting record of the Center)—

nial gathering. The exterior of the

book'bears the royal purple and the

whole volume is truly regal in its

make up. It is a masterpiece of the

printer’s art and its illustrations,

heavy paper, clear print, wide mar

gins and the style of its arrangement,

combine to pleaso the eye. The liter

ary merit of the volume is no less evi

dent. There is conciseness as well as

clearness in the recording of history,

while the speeches and addresses in

cluded between its leaves are grace

ful and elegant in diction. Much of

the history of the Lodge is interesting

to the casual reader, as it pictures life

in Baltimore acentury ago, and many

of the illustrations, notably the re

production of the painting of George

Washington, in possession of Con

cordia Lodge, attract the attention of

the general public. We congratulate

Concordia Lodge of Baltimore, Md.,

not only upon having celebrated its

Centennial in such a notable way, but

also upon the volume which records

the observance. and which is so attrac

tive in its appearance and so interest

ing in its matter.

CENTENNIAL or PROVIDENCE Rorar.

Anon CHAPTER, No. 11, Puovl

DENCE, R. I.

it is with pride that the members of

Providence Royal Arch Chapter may

look upon the record of the past as

shown in the attractive volume which

lies before us. The. story of the Chap

ter‘s life since its beginning Septem

ber 3, 1793, is interesting reading, and

it tells of struggles and successes

which marked the years of organized

existence.

The Centennial celebration of which

so complete a record has been pre

served, included a public religious

service at the First Baptist Meeting

House, Providence, on Sunday, Sep

tember 3, 1893; a largely attended

gathering in Infantry Hall on the af

ternoon of Monday, September 4th,

where addresses historical and sug

gestive were delivered; and a banquet

on the evening of the last named day,

followed by post-prandial speeches

charged with Masonic sentiments.

The committee who arranged the pro

gram of exercises not only did good

service in making arrangements so

satisfactory and pleasing, but they

have also shown their wisdom and

skill in the preparation of such a

memorial volume which will perpetu

ate the celebration in attractive form

and be an addition to the library shelf.

The clear-cut engravings are well

chosen and executed, and the Centen

nial Anthem by Brother H. C. Ma'c

dougall, composed for the occasion,

is here preserved, together with the

oration, sermon addresses, historical

and post-prnndial, which served to

make the occasion interesting. An

excellent picture of Freemasons Hall

forms the frontispiece of the book.

The work of editing and compiling

such an admirable work is by no

means an easy task, and its successful

issue is to be commended by the Fra

ternity at large, as well as the mem

bers of the Chapter who, as a matter

of course, will most treasure and en—

joy the anniversary volume.

'The Committee of Arrangements

and of Publication was constituted as

follows: Mr. Companions Ar

thur H. Arminglon, Geo. H. Kenyon,

Horace K. Blanchard, Albert L. An—

thony, Horace S. Richardson, and

Eugene Stevens. _
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR1894-95.

ELECTED OFFICERa‘.

. Elisha H. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet. GI‘UNI Master.

. Edward P. Lowden, No. It], Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

William H. Crawley, No. 3, Warren. Senior Grand Warden.

Cyrus M. Van Slyck, No. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

Edwin Baker, N0. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

Milton Livsey, No. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Frederick G Stiles, No. 37. Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phenix, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Arthur H. Armington, No. 21, Providence, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Charles B. Manchester, N0 4, Providence, Fifth Dist. D. G. Master.

seas?

v. and W. Henry W. Rugg, D. D., No. 1, Providence, Grand Chaplain.

. Albert H. Williams, No. 37, Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howm'd Walker, No. 10, Pawtucket, Junior Grand Deacon.

. Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Senior Grand Steward.

W. Joseph M. Bates, No. 24, Central Falls, Junior Grand Steward.

éééé

$8

W.

W.

R. W. Edwin Baker,

R. W. George M. Carpenter,

M. W. Edward L. Freeman,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. ACklt-y,

. Philip 8. Chase, No. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

. William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol. Grand Sword Bearer.

. James E. 'l‘illinghast, N0. 27, Providence, Grand Pnrsuivant.

. Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

. H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry 0. Armstrong.

FOREIGN coancseonneacn.

W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

W. J. M. Addcman,

CHARTERS AND BY-LAWS.

R. W. George N. Bliss,

R. W. J. Howard Manchester.

Henry W. Rugg,

W. W. H. Scott.

GRAND orFlcnns‘ REPORTS.

M. W. Newton D. Arnold,

M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman White,
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS.

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldswwthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunee.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITA'I‘ION, ETC.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawlucket;

Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence:

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, No. 3|, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centredalc; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alban's Lodge, No.6, Bristol; St.

Paul's Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18, Greenville; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene ; Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wickford; Harmony Lodge, No. 4, l’nwtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11. East Greenwich; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

District, and to be under the cure of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13,

Woonsocket; St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge, No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdalc; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Mu~

sonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7, Chepuchet; Mount Morinh Lodge, No. 8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22,‘ Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence; Nes

tell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grnnd Muster Charles B. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, January, 1895.

[This list is intended to include meetings in Rhode Inland and the Immediate vicinity, other than

[hone held in Providence. We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate lint for each month—EDITOR]

muons.

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . .No. 5... . .New Shoreham. . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday evening, 5.

Barney Merry.. ..No. 29. .. . Pawtucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 28.

Charity. . . . . . . . .No 23. . . . .Hope Valley. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday " 10.

Doric. . . . . . . . . . ..No. 38. ...Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ .

Eureka . . . . . . . . . .No. 22.. . . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 8.

Friendship . . . . . ..N0. 7.....Chepachet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 5.

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No. 20... . . Westerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 8

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .'l‘hursday “ 17

Granite . . . . . . . ..No. 26. .. .Harrisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 12

Hamilton. . . . . . . .No. 15... . .Clayville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 5.

Harmony. . . . . . .No. 9, . . . Pawtuxet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘uesday “ 8.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . .No. 25.. . . .Wakefield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday " 9

Ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 28. . . .Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday “ ll

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . ..N0, 24... . .Central Falls. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 21

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 14.

King Solomon’s...No. 11.....East Greenwich . . . . . . . . . ..'1‘uesday “ 8.

Manchester. . . . . ..No. 12.. . . .Anthony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday " 11.

Mount Moriah.. .No. 8.... .Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday " 11.

Morning Star. . .. N0. 13 .. . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 10.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 10.

Rising Sun. . . . . .No. 30.... East Providence . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 25.

Roger Williams...No. 32. ...Cenlredale .' . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Snturday " 5.

St. Alban’s. N0. 6 Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 9.

St. John’s. . . . . . ..N0. 1... . .Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..M0ndny “ 7.

St. Paul’s . . . . . . ..No. 14.....Newp0rt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 14.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday “ 25.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 18. .. Greenville.. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday " 12.

Union. . . . . . . . ..No. 10.. . . .intucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 9.

Unity. . . . . . . . . ..N0. 34... . .Lonsdale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 8.

Warwick . . . . . . . ..No..16. ...Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 10.

Washington... . . N0. 3.... Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . ..Tuesday " 8.

Washington . . . . . . No. 5... . . Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 7.
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ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS.

Aqnidneck . . . . . . .No. 9.. . . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday evening, 7.

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No. 7. . . . Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday “ 16.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . . N0. 6. .. . BristoL . .. . .. . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 7.

Landmark . . . . .. No. 10. . . . . Phenix. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 18.

Newport. . . . . . . . No. 2.. . . .Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 29.

Pawlucket . . . . . . .No. 4. . . . Pawtucket . . . . . .- . . . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 16.

Temple. . . . . . . . . . N0. 3. . . . Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1 . .Wednesday “ 16.

Scituate . . . .... .No. 8. . . . Scituate . . . . . . . ... . . . . ..Saturday “ 12.

Union . . . . . . . . . ..No. 5. .. . Woonsockot . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 7.

COUNCILS, R. AND S. M.

Deblois . . . . . . . . ..No. 5.....NewporL....... . .. .. . . .Tuesday evening,

Pawtucket . . . . . ..No. 2. ...inlucket . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 7.

Webb . . . . . . . . . ..No. 3.....Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 15.

Woonsockel. .No. 4. . . . . Woonsocket . . . . (Annuni).Tuesday “ 15.

COMMANDERIES.

Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . .. No. 29. .. .Norlh Attleboro. Mass. .Friday evening,

Godfrey de Bouillon. .No. 25.... .Fali River. Mass. . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 16.

Holy Sepulchre . . . . ..No. 8. .. . Pawlucket . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 18.

Narragansett . . . . . . . ..‘No. 27.....Weslerly. (Annual).Monday “ 14.

Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . . ..No. 16 .New Bedford, Mass ...Thursday “ 3.

Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . .No. 23. . . . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 8.

SCOTTISH RITE BODIES.

Van Renselaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . .. Tuesday evening, 8.
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Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR JANUARY. 1895.

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday, January 16.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . . . .Thursday, “ 3.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . i . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday, “ 4.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . A . . v . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday, “ 8.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..M0nday, “ l4.

Orpheus Lodge, No. 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday, “ 9.

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Thursday, “ 10.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday, “ 17.

Providence Council, Crvplic Rite . . . . . . . . . ..(Annual) Friday, " 11.

St. John’s Commandery, No. l . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .Monday, " 7.

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday, “ 1.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday, “ 23.

Adelphoi Lodge, No.33, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . i . . . . . . .(Annuai) Tuesday, “ 1.

Quarterly meeting, R. I. Mas0nic Veterans, . . . . . . . . ..Friday, I “ 18.
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Rhode Island and Uicinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear

Secretaries and other officers of Masonic. bodies, and interested brethrenI are invited and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, notices, etc., received by the Editor not. later than

the 20th of any month will find place in the issue of the month next following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.l -

THE CHRISTMAS OBSERVANCE of the Knights 'l‘cmplars of the United States

took place at twelve o‘clock, noon, and was celebrated by members of the Order

generally all over the country. It was celebrated in Providence by Saint

John’s and Calvary Commandcries, the former being opened in the Chapel of

Freemasons’ Hall, and the later in Saint John‘s Hall, and at twelve o‘clock

they repaired to the dining hall where was spread alight collation. Precisely

at twelve, Eastern standard time, and at the hour corresponding throughout

the country, the Christmas Toast was drunk and congratulations wired to the

Grand Master, the Hon. Hugh McCurdy of Michigan; also to the Right

Eminent Grand Commander, Gen. Samuel C. Lawrence of Boston. About

three hundred members of the Order were present and the occasion was greatly

enjoyed. Some fifteen or more years ago the Templars of this city were

accustomed to meet in their asylum on Christmas Day fora social hour and

to commemorate the day; and since that time the custom has received official

sanction and is now one of the recognized ceremonial occasions of that

chivalric Fraternity.

Qamr Jomv's LODGE, No. 1, in the Town of Providence, held its One Hun

dred and 'l‘hirty-chenth Annual Communication on Thursday, December 27th

ultimo. The reports presented made evident the fact that this venerable

Lodge is favored by a numerous membership, large financial resources, and

able direction of its affairs. The retiring Master, W. Bro. Walter W. Burn

ham, delivered an address replete with wholesome sentiment and timely sug

gestions. R. W. Bro. Milton Livsey presided at the election, which was con

ducted with great harmony, and installed the officers. W. Bro. Geo. ll.

Burnham, whose election as Treasurer has been recorded for twenty-one suc

cessive years, declined further service. Bro. Albert L. Anthony was elected

as his successor. The Lodge voted that some special recognition should be

made of the long and faithful service of Bro. Burnham in the office of Treasu’rer.

Bro. Walter A. Presbrey was elected W. Master. His words spoken in the

Lodge and at the supper gave evidence of his fitness for the place. ' ‘hc Annual

Dinner, at 6. P. M., was enjoyed by about 200 brethren and guests. Hon. and

R. W. Bro. George M. Carpenter ofliciated as Master of the post prandial ex

ercises, and under his efiicient and graceful direction everything went forward

in the most satisfactory manner. Addresses were delivered by the Grand

Master of Masons in Rhode Island, and by other prominent members of the

Fraternity. Bro. Frank C. Lakey responded in an admirable manner to the

toast, “ The Youngest Entered Apprentice.” The addresses were interspersed

with vocal and instrumental music of an excellent quality.
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Eleasant iiltemories.

It is the mercy of our Heavenly Friend

That memory clingeth most to heavenly things;

We may forget the ills and pains of life,

Its bonds and losses; we may forget the Igraves

01' best beloved ones early torn away;

But in our memory there is safely hid

A store of happy things—the social hours;

The genial smiles, brightest. of earthly light :,

'l‘he manly grip that thrills the soul within;

The loving “ Farewell, farewell, Brother dear !"

These things do lie so closely at the heart ;

While pulses beat they never can fade out.

So, dearest Friend, in calling up the past,

We find our early friendship of that sort

'l‘hat dwells in memory; for it was enshrined

With unforgetten names of friends now dead;

Kind-hearted, faithful, full of zeal and love;

In graveyard now is their abiding place;

Beneath the vreen sprigs they repo~e in peace;

While we, a little longer, toil and wait,

Cheered by the recollection of their love.

And so. in future years, should we be spared,

ay we recall this one more happy hour,

This group of cheerful faces, every hand

Strong in the grip fraternal, every eye

Filled with the light fraternal, every soul

Softened and eacritied by Brother-love;

And when, at last, the summons we accept,

And join the Lodge Celestial, may we find ‘

Amongst our very happiest memories,

The hour of souial joy we now begin!

' ‘ ‘ -Bro. Bob Morris.
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Ema, The masons @hild.

ASTER and faster spread the flames, and now the ship was en

veloped in a fiery sheet. Men and women rushed madly over

the side to meet a quicker but less painful death. The boats,

with one exception, had been over-laden and capsized. There were

hasty prayers and heart-rending cries of misery and distress. Death

hovered, vulture-like, over his victims; some clung desperately to the

vessel’s side; some supporting themselves in the water by articles

snatched hastily from the burning ship, and with which they had leaped

wildly into the sea. The captain sang through his trumpet, “ take

heart and sustain yourself as long as possible. A ship is coming to

our relief.”

James Durant stood upon the almost deserted deck with his only

child, but four years of age, folded closely in his arms. His eyes

swept the horizon in search of the ship to which the captain had alluded.

He discovered it at last but it was at least four miles ofl‘. Before the

ship could arrive. they must be burned to death, or, if he sprang, as

others had, down into the water, both he and the child would be

drowned, for he was not a swimmer. '

The little arms were twined about his neck,the pale cheek rested

conlidingly against his own, but the brave child did not tremble.

“ O my God, is there no help?” cried the despairing father, as the

flames swept nearer, and he felt that his present position could be held

but little longer.

“Here. give the child to me, and I will save her,’ and turning

quickly, Mr. Durant stood face to face with a stranger who had a life

preserver in his hand.

“ Quick! there is no time to be lost! The child can have my life

preserver, and it will float her easily. Yonder is another ship; I have

been watching it for the last five minutes. It will reach us in half an

hour at the most. There, that is fastened securely. Now, little girl,

I am going to throw you in the water. You are not afraid ?”

" No, no, but papa ?"

The father caught her frantically in his arms.

“ My darling Eva, you may never see your father again; but do not

fear—God will guard you, and somebody will find you and take care of

you. If you never see papa again, remember he is in heaven with

mamma.” .

“ Has she no relatives?” asked the stranger.
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“None in this country; I am from England and am traveling for

her health."

“ Take that pin from your bosom and fasten it to her clothing.”

“ Heaven help you for the thought," said the father; and in a mo

ment the square and compass was glittering on the bosom of the child,

and the stranger took her from her father’s arms, saying,

“ I am stronger than you ; she must be cast beyond the reach of these

poor drowning wretches, or they will rob her of her life-preserver.”

The white drapery fluttered through the air and sank below the waves ;

then rising. it floated lightly on the waters.

James turned to the stranger with tearful eyes.

“ May God bless you and preserve you, noblest of men. But you,

as well as myself, must be lost.”

“ No, I am a good swimmer, and here is a piece of board with which

you can sustain yourself until relief arrives."

The father cast another glance at the white speck floating rapidly

away. and with an inward “ God preserve her!” sprang into the sea,

- followed by the stranger; but the two floated in different directions,

and they saw each other no more.

Two hours later, James Durant awoke, as from the sleep of death.

and found himself in the cabin of a strange ship with kind and sym

pathizing faces all around him. In a moment he realized all that had

passed, and said. eagerly, though feebly:

“ My child, little Eva; is she safe?”

There was no response, and a low moan escaped the father’s lips.

“Courage, sir," said a lady with tearful eyes, “ some of the passen

gers were saved by another ship.”

The father’s countenance lighted.

“ God grant that she may be safe."

Mr. Durant recovered his usual strength in a few hours, and sought

among the saved for the stranger who had proved himself so true a

Masonic Brother, but he was not to be found.

“ He must be on the other ship," said Mr. Durant, “and he will

care for Eva.”

Both ships were at the port the following day, but although Mr.

Durant found the stranger who had befriended him, and who proved to

be a Mr. Wadsworth, from a southern city, Eva was seen by no one,

and was given up as lost.

“ Here, wife, is a child that has just been washed upon the beach.

She is cold and slid, but I think she is not dead. Let us have some

warm flannels immediately, and tell Thomas to run» for Dr. Hunt.”
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It was long before the quivering lashes and feeble fluttering of the

heart gave token that success would crown the etTorts of Eva's res

cuers; but, by-and~by, the lids parted and revealed two large, liquid,

sky-blue eyes, that wandered from face to face in a bewildered way,

and then closed wearily.

“ I fear she will not recover very rapidly,” said the doctor. “ She

has a delicate constitution, and will require the best of care.”

“ Poor child!” said Mrs. Turner, “ I do not wonder she is nearly

dead ; but who can she be? Some terrible accident ,must have occurred

at sea.”

“ You had better examine her clothing," said the doctor: “ perhaps

you may find some clue to her relations.”

Mrs. Turner lifted the gossamer white dress, and turned it over and

over. The square and compass placed there by Mr. Durant flashed

upon the eyes of all at- once. The doctor and Mr. Turner looked at

each other, but neither spoke, and Mrs. Turner did not notice the tear

that glistened in her husband's eyes.

The doctor's fears that Eva would not recover rapidly proved to be ,

well founded; days and weeks of fever succeeded in awakening her to

life, during which she talked incoherently of “papa” and “poor

mamma," and of the “burning ship"’ and of “ hunger.” She finally

awoke to consciousness, and asked many questions as to where she was

and how she came in the dark room, and who were those who attended

her, but Dr. Hunt forbade her being questioned until she was stronger.

How interested were all in the little convalescent, whom the elements

had cast into the little seaboard town 1 The ladies declared that never

before did a child possess such beautiful curls, while the gentlemen

seemed no less interested, and brought her gifts of everything that

might please her childish fancy.

“ My dear little girl," said Dr. Hunt, when Eva was at length able

to ride out, “ will you tell me your name?”

“ Eva,” said the child, “ I thought you knew it.”

“Yes, I know your name is Eva, but I want to know the rest of

your name.”

*‘ Eva Durant. Mr. Durant is my papa."

“ Yes, I want you to tell me all you can remember about your father

and mother.”

Eva’s eyes filled with tears. “ Oh, sir, my mamma died and went

to live with the angels. And I do not know where papa is. He said

if I never saw him again, I must know he had gone to mamma.”

“ Where were you when he told you this ?"
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“ On the ship; and Oh! the fire burned me so; and papa held me in

his arms until a strange man took me and tied something under my

arms and threw me into the river, and I have not seen papa since. 0,

sir, can you tell me where he is?"

“ N0, dear child ; but perhaps we'may yet find him.”

And this was all that Eva’s new friend could discover. It was plain

she had come from the ship which had been burned a few weeks before;

that she had been cast upon the sea, and floated to the shore ; but where

was her father? Had he been saved, and was be searching for his

child? Every possible efl’ort was now made to find him. The circum

stances of the case, with the statement of the child, were published

fully in the newspapers of the neighboring cities, but the grief-stricken

father, believing his child lost, had sailed a week before for Europe,

and it soon became settled in the minds of Eva’s protectors that he had

perished. But the little one still prattled about her “ papa,” and said

he would come by-and-by; those who believed difi‘erently would not

pain her by contradiction.

The square and compass that had been found upon her .clothing was

regarded as a powerful appeal from a Mason to his brethren to care for

his child. So it came to pass that Eva became, as it were, the special

charge of Hiram Lodge, No. 93. Mr. Turner would gladly have taken

the entire care of the little waif, and the wealthy Senator W— re

quested to be allowed to adopt her as his daughter. But the Brethren

in Lodge assembled declared, by a vote, that Eva should be reared,

educated, and protected by the Lodge, and that as Providence had

placed her in Brother Turner‘s house that should be her home.

And so years went by, and Eva became a healthy, joyous child, flit

ting here and there, and everywhere meeting the warmest of welcomes.

The Masonic Hall was but a few rods from Mr. Turner’s residence,

and Eva often went with him as far as the door, and then returned

alone, always bidding the Tyler “ take good care of Pa Turner, and

send him home early.”

4

The six years that followed the death of his wife and the loss of his

child, passed wearily to James Durant. He visited nearly every coun

try in the Old World, seeking among scenes of natural beauty and

grandeur, as well as of historic interest, for the mental rest which could

never be found. Once more he turned his steps toward America, and

sought his Masonic friend Wadsworth. Finding that gentleman about
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setting out with his family on a journey to the Atlantic coast, Mr.

Durant accepted the invitation to accompany them to Saratoga and

Niagara, then to New York. where leaving the ladies, Mr. Wadsworth

and Mr. Durant wandered from town to town along the coast. enjoy

ing the beauty of the scenery and the quiet hospitality that greeted

them. more than the crowded hotels and the fashionable style of the

popular watering places. Fancy, and the kind hand of Providence, at

length led them to the little town of B——, and the second evening

after their arrival they visited the Masonic Lodge. A warm welcome

was extended to these Brethren from such distant homes. and both were

invited to address the Lodge. Mr. Durant said: '

“Brethren : I have traveled much and long. I have found Masonic

sympathy in every part of the globe, and everywhere is Masonry sub

stantially the same. I can hardly tell where I reside. The world

seems to be my home, as I remain but a short time in any town or coun

try, but my name is recorded in an English Lodge. I love my English

Brethren, for they first brought me ‘ from darkness to light.’ and I love

English soil, for with it sleeps the wife of my youth. But I love Amer

ican soil also, for here I have found the warmest of welcomes, the kind

est of brethren. And, too, my own child is sleeping in American

waters. even beneath the very waves that wash the shores of your beau

tiful village.

“ Six years have passed since this dear friend and brother robbed

himself of his life-preserver, that my dear little Eva might perhaps es

cape, and we hoped the elements might be kind. and that heaven would

send her relief. but she was never heard of more."

The voice of Mr. Durant was quivering with emotion, and, unable to

speak further, he seated himself and covered his face with his hands

Glances of surprise and pleasure were cast from one to another among

the Brethren of Hiram Lodge. No one spoke, however, but all turned

upon the Master, Mr. Turner. For a moment he seemed reflecting;

then taking a slip of paper from the Secretary he wrote:

“ Mrs. Turner: Do not allow Eva to retire until I return home; tell

her I am going to bring a strange gentleman who wishes to see her.”

And calling the Junior Deacon, Mr. Turner gave him the note, say

ing, in a low voice: “Take this note to Mrs. Turner immediately."

“Why, Eva,” said Mrs. Turner, when she had read the message,

“you are going to have company. A strange gentleman is at the

Lodge-room who wishes to see you.”

‘~ Who can it be?”

Eva looked perplexed and thoughtful, suddenly her cheeks flushed,
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her eyes lighted, and clapping her little hands, she sprang to her feet

and exclaimed, “ Oh, it must be papa! no one else would wish to see

me, no one in the world ;” and before Mrs. Turner comprehended the

child’s interpretation, she had passed the threshold and was flitting

through the moonlight toward the Lodge-room. The Tyler looked

amazed when Eva rushed into the ante-room, her cheeks burning, her

eyes flashing with joy and excitement.

“ Wait a moment," said the Tyler, who having heard nothing of what

had transpired within, was at a loss to account for the strange conduct

of the child; “ wait a moment, and I will send your request to Mr.

Turner. He will come out and see you.”

“ I shall not wait! I do not want to see Mr. Turner; I want to see

my papa."

“The child is crazy, that is evident.” said the perplexed Tyler to

himself; but calling out to the deacon, he bade him say that Eva was

there and had determined to get into the Lodge-room.

The deacon went to the East, and delivered his message in a low

tone, and a moment afterward moved “ that the Craft be called from

labor to refreshment."

“ Now,” said Mr. Turner; “ tell the Tyler to let her come in."

And Eva did come or rather bounded, into the hall, more beautiful in

her excitement than ever before. She advanced to the centre of the

room, and stood beside the altar; half poised upon the tiny foot she

scanned rapidly the faces of all. Her eager eyes soon detected the

strangers, who were seated behind each other, and for a moment she

seemed irresolnte, then darting forward with a glad cry, she threw her

arms about the neck of Mr. Durant, crying, "Oh, papa! my dear

papa! you have come home at last! You were not burned in the ship?”

We will not attempt to paint the scene further, but will leave our

readers to imagine the joy of the fond father, and also leave them to

decide whether the tears that wet the cheeks of the Brethren of Hiram

Lodge, were caused by sympathy with the happiness of their little

charge, or grief that they should lose one whom they all loved.—

Jllasont'c Selections.

Goodness is beauty, and cannot stay inside; like the sap in a tree,

it must come out in fresh leaves and buds and blossoms. Good, pure,

kind, generous thoughts light up the plainest face, and make it beauti

ful and youthful.
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HIS subject is causimg a temporary unrest in the Fraternity.

_,,fi?ia,l An organization called the Order of the Eastern Star has been

.___‘,' sending circulars to Lodges in this jurisdiction, calling atten

tion to its objects, and offering the necessary charter and other para

phernalia for organizing Chapters, which, it is said, very generally hold

their meetings in Masonic apartments.

As the Masonic Fraternity, in its origin and essential characteristics.

is altogether a man’s society, I call attention to this insidious attempt

to change it and make it like the innumerable other societies and orders

of the day. A Fraternity. as the word means, is a society of Brethren

and Brethren are, or at least should be, men. Hence it is impossible

to admit women in association with them in a. Lodge room.

Masonry is such a unique and peculiar institution that it has always

kept aloof from any of the so-called progressive movements of the

day; not that, as men, we have no sympathy with them, or object to

them, but because. as Masons our Fraternity has always kept itself

within the qualifications originally laid down for its membership, one

of the most important of which is that the applicant for Freemasonry

must be a man. This law against the co-mingling of the sexes cannot

be evaded by any device whatever. Lodge celebrations, under the

name and guise of Lodge associations, are under the ban of the Ma

sonic law.

The great advantages which have been derived from this important

qualification of a Freemason admonish us that if we would continue to

be respected in the future, as we have been in the past, we must not

make any innovation by which it may be changed.

Notwithstanding the jests one may hear at social gatherings concern

ing persons who are not Masons being at the Lodge, when they were at

some other place which they wish to conceal, it is a gratification to Free

masons to know that no scandals, arising out Of the co-mingling of the

sexes, can be said to have had their origin in a Lodge room.

I know it is quite fashionable for associations calling themselves Ma

sonic to hold mixed gatherings of the sexes, and I verily believe that

the appetites created there have caused this inordinate desire to carry

the connection further, so as to bring men and women together in the

Lodge room. If it be progressive to do this, let those who like such

progress advocate it; but I do not believe the Grand Lodge of Penn

sylvania will ever give its approval to the use of its Lodge room for

 



mmwasoms REPOSITORY. 233

any kind of gathering, except that of the Brethren of the Lodge and

for Lodge purposes only. And I further believe that where this new

idea has been permitted to obtain a foothold, it will either go on to the

destruction of the Fraternity or its abandonment, and a return by the

Fraternity to the ancient and simple practices established in the begin

n'ing.

The new practice of public installation of oificers in other jurisdic

tions has fed this appetite for the union of the sexes in the Lodge“

room. It pleases the vanity of the persons who thus exhibit themselves

as they compete with the strolling players of the mimic stage—From

Address 0] Grand lilaster Jilit-Iutel Arnold, in Grand Lodge of Penn.,

Dec. 27, 1894.

Iifiiour Grand Lodge Was 1%uiit 121p.

,_ DO not propose recounting the old familiar story of the “ Four

old Lodges” meeting at the Goose and Gridiron, St. Paul’s

" Churchyard, on the ever memorable 24th June (St. John the

Baptist’s Day), 1717, and then and there electing Bro. Anthony Sayer,

Gentleman, as Grand Master of Masons for the ensuing year; or de

scribing how he was invested by the oldest Master present, installed

by the Master of the oldest Lodge, and congratulated by the whole

assembly, which forthwith paid him homage, as the Supreme Head for

the time being of the whole Craft of Masonry throughout the civilized

world ; the story has been too often repeated to need further repetition.

Neither is it any part of my purpose to write a disquisitiou 0n the com

parative rights and privileges of these “ Four Old Lodges." which ex

isted by Immemorial Constitution, and. the Lodges subsequently war

ranted by the said Grand Lodge; those who desire to study this grave

question must consult the pages of our learned 'Bro Gould. it is

enough for me that from the Grand Lodge thus constituted at an un

pretentious gathering of Masons—of which many no doubt were opera

tive brethren—held at an insignificant tavern, which, as its sign sug

gests,* may once have been the shop of a musical instrument maker,

has descended not only our present United Grand Lodge, but likewise

nearly all the Grand Lodges which have ever been constituted since

throughout Christendom and elsewhere; and it has occurred to me that

 

‘1‘he Goose and Gridiron is held by many to be a rude interpretation of the Swan and Lyre, the

device of the Company of Musicians.

2



234 FREEMASONS REPOSIT0R Y.

\

a brief outline of the steps by which it has grown from a mere congre

gation of Masters and Wardens, presided over by a Grand Master and

Grand Wardens, to its present splendid organization, as the Supreme

Diet of English Masonry, may not be without interest to the readers of

this journal.

I have said that Bro. Anthony Sayer was installed Grand Master on

the 24th June, 1717, and among the few particulars which have been

handed down to us of this meeting, it is recorded that Bro. Sayer-'s

first official act after his induction into the chair was to appoint his

Grand Wardens. It was not, however, till his Grace the Duke of

Montagu was installed Grand Master at Stationers' Hall, on St. John

the Baptist’s Day, 1721, that the office of Deputy Grand Master was

created and bestowed on lBro. John Beal, M. D. The Duke of Whar

ton, successor of his Grace of Montagu, appears to have been the first

to recognize the necessity of having the proceedings in Grand Lodge

,duly recorded, and to him accordingly we are indebted for the appoint

ment of a Grand Secretary in the person of Bro. William Cowper,

Clerk of the Parliament, but history does not tell us if Bro. Cowper

was “installed (in the Ancient Manner)” by the presiding officer, as

sisted by the Wardens and afterwards proclaimed “ thrice according to

ancient custom.” This, we know, was the happy lot of a far more

distinguished Grand Secretary —-Bro. Laurence Dermott-—wh0 some

thirty years later, after undergoing the ordeal of examination as to his

proficiency in Secretarial duties, was ceremoniously inducted into

office at the Grifiin, Holborn, with not a little of the barbaric splendor

which generally accompanies the enthrouement of an Eastern potentate.

Yet a few years later, and we pass at one bound from the creation of a

Grand Secretary to the institution of Provincial Grand Masters. The

honor of having devised this office for the extension of Freemasonry

into districts in which it had been previously unknown, or but little

known, belonged to the Earl of Inchiquin, who was Grand Master dur

ipg the year 1726-7. The reason assigned by Bro. William Preston

for this considerate~and in its results, exceedingly beneficial—act of

his lordship is a remarkable one, and unauthenticated, as are most of

that writer’s statements respecting our early history, by any scrap of

evidence which even a novice in the study of history would consider

trustworthy. This particular period, he tells us, “was rendered re

markable by the Brethren of Wales first uniting under the banner of

the Grand Lodge in London.” He seems to have drawn upon his im

agination for this union in consequence of the existence in Wales of

“ some venerated remains of ancient Masonry, and many stately ruins
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of castles executed in the Gothic style." The connection between the

two is not. very obvious, but it is an undoubted fact—teste the list of

1’. G. Ms. and D. G. Ms appointed from 1717 to the present time in

Grand Lodge Calendar-that in 1726 Lord Inchiquin did grant deputa

tions or patents of appointment to Bro. Hugh Warburton as P. G. M.

for North Wales, and Bro. Sir Edward Mansel as P. G. M. for South

Wales.

Passing on to the G. Mastership 01' Lord Coleraine—1727-8—we are

told by the same eminent historian that at the last Communication held

under his lordship’s auspices, Bro. Dr. Desaguliers brought forward a

resolution for the revival of the ancient office of Steward. the appoint

ments to be annual, their number to be restricted to twelve, and their

duties to be to assist the Grand Wardens in the preparation of the

Grand Feasts. Why Preston should have found in the undoubted an

tiquity of the Steward's office a reason for describing the first appoint

ment of Grand Stewards as a revival it is impossible to say at this dis

tance of time. There is, however, something interesting about their

appointment, or rather about their having been subsequently granted

sundry extraordinary privileges not possessed by the rest of the breth

ren. Thus, under Lord Lovel, G. M., 1731-2, they were allowed to

nominate their successors. Then in the G. Mastership of the Earl of

Crawford, in 1735~5, it was agreed that in future the Grand Otllcers,

with the exception of the Grand Master, should be chosen from their

ranks. About the same time they were constituted into a Lodge, which

in 1770 was placed at the head of the roll of Lodges without a number.

The grant of these privileges, but more particularly the claim they

advanced at the outset of their career as a Lodge, to vote in Grand

Lodge as individuals. was the cause of much discontent among the

Fraternity, and may be said to have been imperceptibly acquiesced in,

rather than formally bestowed upon them. In the Earl of Morton’s

time it was resolved that the otlice of Treasurer should be an annually

elective one, and that the Treasurer, Secretary, and Sword Bearer

should be permitted to rank in future as members of Grand Lodge.

Subsequently the regular Grand Lodge agreed upon the creation of the

office of Grand Chaplain, while in 1782, when H. R. H. the Duke of

Cumberland, brother of George III. was elected G. M., it was resolved

that he, and any other Prince of the Royal blood who might in future

be elected to the same-office, should enjoy the privilege of nominating

a peer of the realm as Acting Grand Master, the peer appointed by the

Duke of Cumberland being the Earl of Elfingham, whose successor was

the Earl of Moira, afterwards Marquis of Hastings.
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I must now hark back to the year 1751, when the then existing

Lodges of “Ancient” Masons, or “Macons” according to the old Insti

tutions, met in solemn form at the 'I‘urk’s Head Tavern, Greek-street,

Soho, on the 17th July, and formed themselves into a separate organi

zation, with a Grand Committee to regulate its affairs until such time

as a Grand Master was elected, and Bro. John Morgan as its Grand

Secretary or principal executive. We know what regulations were

adopted for the government of this Society at the 'I‘urk’s Head meet

ing, but not much as to what was done by the Lodges under Morgan’s

auspices. It is on record, however, that on the 5th February, 1752, at

a meeting of the nine Lodges then existing in and adjacent to London,

Bro. Laurence Dermott, a P. M. of Lodge No. 26, Dublin, who had

joined the Society, was unanimously elected Grand Secretary, vice

Morgan resigned, and, as I have before said, installed in office with

almost the same pomp and circumstance as was an Eastern monarch

on his throne. Yet there are few Masons who have more richly de

served the honors bestowed upon them than Laurence Dermott, who

was not only Grand Secretary in the ordinary sense of the term, but a

Grand Secretary who fulfilled duties of every imaginable kind. One

time we read of him in the character of a Grand Lecturer, when after

he had been reinstalled in his office, “ according to the ancient custom

and manner of installing Grand Secretaries,” he “repeated the whole

ceremony of Installing Grand, &c., in the manner which he had learn'd

from Brother Edward Spratt, Esq., the celebrated Grand Secretary of

Ireland,” and we are told in the minutes that “ the long Recital of the

Solemn Ceremony gave great satisfaction to the audience, many of

which who never had the opportunity of hearing the like before.” On

another occasion he was engaged in “altercations not fit to be written,”

with other brethren, because he had suggested that the election of a

noble Grand Master to preside over the Ancient Craft should be post

poned until they had a more suitable place than the “ Temple Eating

House” in which to install‘ him. Again, after having expatiated at

great length on the contents of an old MS., which had been “written or

copied by one Bramhall, of Canterbury, in the Reign of King Henry

the Seventh, and presented to him in 1748,” objection was taken by

the adherents of the Temple Eating House “ against any thanks or

even approbation of the Secretary’s conduct, who, instead of being

useful, has actually sung and lectured the Brethren .out of their senses.”

Upon this Dermott expressed his willingness to resign. if a better Sec

retary could be found, and then in his quiet, humorous way remarked

that “if he was so unfortunate as to sing any Brother out of his senses,
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he hoped the Worshipful Master in the chair and the Grand Committee

would allow him an hour’s time, and he would endeavor to sing them

into their senses again.” The request, we are told, “ was granted with

great good humor, and the Secretary made proper use of his time.”

Later we find him organizing the Committee of Charity, receiving in

structions to constitute new Lodges, regulating the business to be

transacted in Grand Committee, and praying to be relieved of the

trouble of delivering the summonses, on the ground that the “ Servi

tude was exceeding troublesome as he was oblidged to work twelve

hours in the day for the Master Painter who employ'd him.” In Octo

ber, 1753, it was proposed and agreed that “ the Grand Secretary shall

attend and regulate all processions, and at Funerals take particular

care that all persons walk in proper rotation.” A few years after the

date of this last minute, he issued the first edition of his “Ahiman

Rezon," the Book of Constitutions of the ancient Fraternity. so that in

his case the duties of the Grand Secretaryship included those which

more properly belong to the Grand Lecturer, Grand Director of Cere

monies, Grand Organizer. and in fact be was the heart and soul of the

Society. which, but for his ability and zeal, in season and out of sea

son. would never have attained to the position of eminence which it

ultimately occupied. In the summer of 1768 he found himself under

the necessity of appointing an Assistant Secretary, for whom he held

himself accountable to Grand Lodge, but the experiment does not ap

pear to have been wholly successful. Bro. William Dickey, junr.,

whom he selected for the office, was a most able man, but Dermott and

he do not appear to have been able to work together very harmoniously.

I judge so from the fact that two years later the minor office was dis

continued without apparent cause, and when a vote of thanks was

passed by G. Lodge to Bro. Dickey for his services, Dermott appears

to have remonstrated and to have complained that his Assistant had

neglected his duties and had resigned just at the very time when he

(Dermott) “ was so ill with the gout that he was oblidged to be carried

out of his bed (when incapable to wear shoes, stockings, or even

Britches), to do his duty at the Steward’s Lodge." Some years ago

when the second French Empire was in the full swing of its glory,

great amusement was caused by the announcement in the Court jour

nals that, in future, gentlemen attending the Emperor's Levecs were

not to appear in trousers, and in one of Marryatt’s best known novels

there is a certain boatswain who returned to his duty, aftera short

spell of leave on shore. without his inexpressibies. There is no evi

dence that Napoleon 111’s snmptuary edict was ever literally obeyed,
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while Marryatt’s boatswain was a fictitious personage. But the Der

mott incident is recorded in black and white, under his own hand, in

the minutes he compiles of his own Grand Lodge. and, I say, all honor

to the brother who thus boldly preferred duty to decency, and by so

doing created a grand precedent for future Grand Secretaries who may

suffer from gout and the apathy of their Assistant Diekeys. to follow

or avoid, as it may seem to them best.

But I must leave Dermott, now regulating and organizing, new lec

turing and swearing, at one time conversing with an Arab Mason in

the Hebrew language, at another exchanging Latin compliments with

the Grand Master, with his oddities, his love of detail, his shrewd com

mon sense, and without his “ Britches,” in order to resume the thread

of my story. The officers of the Grand Committee of the “ Ancients”

were the Grand Secretary, who did everything, and the Grand Pursui

vant—sometimes also written “ Pursuviant”_aud the Grand Tyler,

who between them did little or nothing. When, however, the Grand

Committee gave place to a Grand Lodge and a Grand Master—albeit

not a noble Grand—was elected, he at once appointed a Deputy, and

the Grand Lodge elected G. Wardens, who, as well as the G. M., were

installed in office. Subsequently, as the funds of the Society increased,

there was appointed a Grand Treasurer, and then, as the Society be

came more and more of a dignified body, there followed a Grand Chap

lain and a Grand Sword Bearer, while Stewards were annually elected

for the feast, but they were chosen from the general body of lodges,

not from particular ones, and were assigned no special place of honor

in Grand Lodge. After the Union of the two Societies in 1813, Grand

Deacons, a Grand Superintendent of Works, and a Grand Organist

were appointed, there being one Senior and one Junior G. Deacon

until 1862, when two of each rank were appointed, while in 1893 the

number of each was increased to three. In 1814 was also created the

office of Grand Registrar, and in 1893 that of Deputy G. Reg. In

1816 we meet with a President of the Board of General Purposes—who

in 1862 became ex-oflicio a Grand Officer—and a Grand Secretary for

German Correspondence. In 1814 a Grand Director of Ceremonies

was appointed, and in 1829 an Assistant Director, while in 1882 was

created the office of Deputy Director, and in 1893 the one Assistant

bloomed into three. The appointment of two Standard Bearers dates

from 1882, and in 1840 the office of Grand Pursuivant was "' revived ”

——as there were Pursuivants under the Ancient regime, I prefer this

term to the “instituted " of our Official Calendar—with the rank of

Assistant G. Pursuivant, instituted in 1859. Until quite recently, the
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Grand Pursuivant was not a full Grand Officer until he received the

sanction of the G. M., when the term of his service was ended, to take

his seat on the dais. There has also been, from time to time, an As

sistant G. Secretary, and in 1834, when the Duke of Sussex was suffer

ing from cataract, his Royal Highness was pleased to revive the office

of Acting or Pro G. Master. There are likewise 18 lodges—instead

of 12 as under the “ Modern ” G. Lodge—which enjoy the privilege of

sending G. Stewards, and which are in consequence commonly spoken

of as “ Red Apron ” Lodges. These have the exclusive privilege of

becoming members of the Grand Stewards’ Lodge, and, with the Mas

ter, Past Masters, and Wardens thereof, as well as of all the regular

lodges, are, equally with the Present and Past Grand Ofiicers, constitu

ent members of Grand Lodge; and as there are more than 2,000 lodges

on the roll of United Grand Lodge. the total number of members may

possibly exceed, while it cannot fall far short of. 20,000. And all this

has come of the G. Lodge constituted by the Four Old Lodges which

met at the Goose and Gridiron, on St. John the Baptist’s Day in the

yearof Grace, 17l7, and the year of Light, 5717. Truly, the growth

of Masonry in England, to say nothing of its off-shoots abroad, in the

177 years that have elapsed since then, has been, as Dominie Sampson

would have remarked, “ prodigious!”—Bro. G. B. Abbott in London

Freemason. -

étheism as a Idisqualificatian.

' O atheist can be made a Mason. This is an ancient and undis

.. puted landmark of our Order. The stereotyped explanation

L _ for this exclusion is, that one who disbelieves in the existence

of a superintending Providence can be bound by no obligation of fidel

ity. In a legal and practical sense this explanation may do very well ;

but as Speculative Masonry is eminently a symbolical institution, we

should always look to its symbolism for the true interpretation of its

ritual. Let us, by this peculiar system of interpretation, seek to dis

cover the true signification and origin of excluding atheists from initia

tion.

The trestle-board, or tracing-board, of the Master Workman is one

of the elementary symbols of the Order. Its monitorial explanation,

derived from the operative art, is that, as the operative workman'erects

his temporal building agreeably to the rules and designs laid down by

the Master on his trestle-board, so should we, both operative and spec
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ulative, endeavor to erect our spiritual building agreeably to the rules

and designs laid down by the Supreme Architect of the Universe in His

Book of Life; or, as Cross expresses it, “ in the great books of nature

and revelation, which are our spiritual, moral and Masonic trestle-board.

The trestle-hoard is, then. in Masonry, the symbol of the revelation

of God’s will to man. But Masonry is ever tolerant, and recognizes

no sectarian principle; but concentrates around its altar, without dis

tinctive preference, the worthy professors of every genuine religion.

Its symbols, to be universal, must necessarily be equally tolerant.

Therefore, while the Christian Mason gratefully and confidently re

ceives the revelation of both dispensations, as the interpretation of the

symbolic trestle-board, the Jew may be permitted to seek the same sym

bol in the Old Testament alone, and the Mohammedan Brother in the

Koran.

But here this toleration ceases. We dare not, indeed, prescribe to

each Brother what shall be his trestle-board, but a trestle-board he must

have. The symbol may be interpreted as he will, but the symbol must

be there. The Speculative Mason is engaged in the construction of a

spiritual temple in his heart, pure and nndefiled, fit for the reception of

God, who is there, forever to be present as He was by the Shekinah in

the material temple at Jerusalem, a spiritual temple, in which, instead

of stones from the quarries and timbers from Lebanon, pure thoughts

and holy aspirations are to be brought together, till an edifice shall be

erected in our hearts worthy to be the dwelling place of Him who is all

purity and holiness, so that thus the symbolism of St. Paul may be de

veloped in Masonry: “Know ye not that ye are the temple of God,

and that the spirit of God dwelleth in you?”

But as the antetype, the material temple at Jerusalem, was built after

a plan, the details of which, we are told, were revealed to David, who

says, “The Lord made me understand in writing, by his hand upon me

even all the work of this pattern.” So also must the Divine will fur

nish the necessary instructions for the erection of that other and far

nobler spiritual temple in our hearts. Not after human devices, or by

the commandments of man, is this spiritual temple to be built. The

Mason engaged in this essential work of salvation must have a divine

trestle-board, no matter how or where he gets it. To the Jew the

trestle-board may be the law and the prophets; to the Christian a newer

commandment; to the Moslem the teachings of the Koran. Of the

fitness of the trestle-board, God. not man must judge; but after the

designs laid down on that trestle-board must all the work be done, with

a conscientious belief that it is of Divine authority.
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And now, with this symbolic view of a spiritual temple and a spirit

ual trestle-board, we may readily see how it is that an atheist cannot

be a Mason. it is not simply because his religious belief furnishes no

security for the faithful performances of an obligation. Even in so

deluded a man it is possible that a sense of whata's called worldly honor

might, even without a Divine sanction, afford sufficient motive for the

fuliillment of a promise. But it is for a better reason, because, being

without a Divine Architect to devise his plans—without an Abigail, as

the Cabbaiists say, a Master Builder to supply him with a trestle-board

-he cannot assist in the construction of our spiritual temple. This is

a Mason’s labor, and the trestle-board is the guide. He who has no

such guide can unite in no such labor. And hence the atheist, without

Master or trestle-board, is justly excluded from companionship.—

Albert G. lilackey.

Witt; Iiiome Ideas English mascara.

1m INTERVIEW wrrn canon morss.

_ HOUGH the controversy is old, and its issues have been fought

out again and again, and never more fiercely than when the

Marquis of Ripon resigned to the Prince of Wales his place

at the head of English Masonry because he had been converted to the

side of the Vatican, there is stiil'a perpetual wonder in England at the

excommunication which Rome levels at the head of every member of

the Masonic body. When English Masons are not engaged in the rites

of good-fellowship, they are, as they think, promoting works of Char

ity; why, then, should they be delivered over to Satan for their souls’

health? Since Father Luke Rivington wrote to us in strong condemna

tion of the mistaken people who were given over to Masonry, we have

received many letters urging us to get to the bottom of this mystery.

Accordingly a representative of the Westminster Gazette betook him

self to the Archbishop's house in the Vauxhall Bridge-road, there to

see Canon Moyse, of the Archbishop’s house, whose learning and au

thority are well known to English Catholics. During a long conversa

tion (writes our representative) which ranged over many topics, from

the repudiation by Gregory the Great of universal bishopric to the

Council of Whitby; and from letters written by Otis, King of Mercia,

to the arguments of Sir William Harcourt in the last great Ritual con

troversy, Canon Moyse seemed to be repressing the eagerness of his in

 

3
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tellectual flow. I am afraid I bored him by some of my ignorant ques

tions, but I found it difficult to get away from so cultivated and so

ready a conversationalist, who “wore his weight of learning lightly like

a flower. ”

Having mentioned Father Rivington’s letter in The Westminster on

“ Rome and the Freemasons,” I began : “ Now what I come to ask is

why the Church condemns what most of us regard in England as in

nocuous if not——

" Beneficent,” interrupted Canon Moyse, supplying the very word I

was about to use. “ Surely,” he continued, “ it is not difficult to an

swer the question. English Masons remain on terms of communion

with Continental Masons. They form one body. There is at least

mutual recognition. Now, though English Freemasons may not be ac

tive against the Church, yet if we may trust the leaders of Continental.

Freemasonry-if we may take their books and accept their journals as

expressing their opinions—if we may judge by their actions—they are

hostile—bitterly hostile to the Church; and those who are friends of

theirs must be enemies of the Lord.”

“ But you have made your peace with the French Republic, which

you may, perhaps, regard as Atheistic. The French Republic is the

creation in a great deglye of those revolutionary influences which you

say are fostered by Continental Freemasonry. Why, having accepted

the Republic, do you ban those who, ea: hypothesis, helped to create

it?

“ There is a distinction easily made, I should think, between method

and result. Church has no hostility to-no prejudice even against—

any particular form of government. It accepted the mediacval Italian

Republics—Venice, and Padua, and Florence, and so forth; it has no

sort of objection to the Republic of the United States. Why should it

not make friends with the French Republic, as in a sense it made

friends with Germany which worked the Kulturkampf after Bismark

had gone to Canossa l”

“ But you are still banning the Freemasons who made the French

Republic 1"

“ We are ready to accept an established fact; but we are not bound

to approve the methods. We may approve and desire Home Rule, yet

condemn with all our hearts the Clan-na-Gael.”

“ That,” said I, “ brings me to the point. There must be a wider

reason for the excommunicating of Freemasons than the hostility to the

Church displayed by the Continental Lodges. The Clan-na-gaei and

Masonry come under one condemnation, do they not? And neither is
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condemned because it is against the Church, or because it is‘ political;

both are condemned, good or bad, because both are secret.”

“ Quite so. Gregory XVI put his ban on secret societies, and it is

maintained.”

“ But why must there be no secrecy ?' Is it because a secret society

might come, so to speak, into competition with the Church, or because

secrecy would be a bar to full auricular confession?”

“ For neither reason ; but for the reason that the Church regards as

immoral any oath made binding to any other obedience than to the law

of the Church and the individual‘conscience.”

“ What about the Jesuits, then? Are they not bound to perfect. un

questioning obedience to the General of their Order?"

Canon Moyse thought for a moment, and reframed his answer sev

eral times, and I am not quite certain now that I have got to his mean

ing. He drew a distinction between an oath and a vow, though he did

not insist upon it too rigidly, and almost admitted that it was too fine

for ordinary eVery-day use; the Jcsnit‘s vowfat all events, was not

the Masonic oath. -

“ But the essence of both oath and vow,” I objected, “ is surely the

calling upon God to witness? You will need a clever professor of

casuistry to get out of that.”

“ Yes; but the Jesuits and all who take vows within the Church are

bound to do nothing under their obligation which is contrary to the

law of God, the law of the Church, and the commands of their own

consciences. The Jesuit is subordinate to the Church. Oaths of se

crecy. on the other hand, enable people to work wickedly in the dark,

may prevent confession of sin, and can serve no really good object.

Of course, there must always be secrecy of some kind. Every family

has a right to privacy. Every mercantile house must trust its confi

dence to its members, and they dare not betray them. Every Govern

ment has its secrets. But'the oath is what the Church condemns, be

cause it may give a man’s conscience to the keeping of another. To

sum up, the Church can permit no hostile society beside, nor tolerate

any association between, its friends and its enemies. That is the first

point. You can’t serve two masters. In the second place, the oath

of secrecy is immoral. In the third place, even in this country the

ceremonial of Masonry is a religious rite. Now, there can be no com

munion in religious matters between a Catholic and a non-Catholic.

Rites and ceremonies belong to the Church.”

“ In short, you and I cannot worship God together?"

“ I should not put it so; I should rather say that we simply cannot
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have religious communion ; and so far as Freemasonry establishes such

communion in matters of religion, between the members of the Church

and those who are without the pale, it is condemned. The Freemasou

is excommunicate.”

The conversation at this point ran 0!} on other questions of contro

versy, and ranged from Ritualism to the authority of the Canton Law.

but in the course of it Canon Moyse pointed out one thing for which

Freemasons should be grateful. An excommunication was at one time

a complete boycott. No excommunicated person could be served by

one of the true faith. He was left untended and alone. “In these

days," said Dr. Moyse, quietly. ‘2 the Church has dropped that por

tion of her punishment." And Freemasons, perhaps, are ready to

brave the other portion.—The Westminster Gazette, London, Eng.

Smartssg tn. Strangers.

  

 

\ i; BRAHAM once entertained three strangers and was surprised

{A l when they were about to depart to find out their celestial 

‘ l character. They had not revealed themselves as angels, but

had been content to receive the courteous attention the good old Patri

arch was willing at all times to extend to sojourners and strangers.

Ever since that incident there has been an admonition to the people of

this world to be careful to treat strangers civilly, for “they may enter

tain angels unawares.” If there is any one needs kind and courteous

treatment. it is “a stranger in a strange land,” or in strange Lodge.

He is away from home and kindred, and must depend upon his fellow

men. those whom he never saw before, or heard of perhaps, to make

his stay in the place or Lodge pleasant. There is nothing that will

make a man feel more uncomfortable than to be treated rudely by

strangers. This is especially true of strangers in our Lodges.

They may come from England, Stotland. or Bombay, but being

familiar with that universal language of Masonry, by which “one Ma

son may know another in the dark as in the light,” they have a right

to expect courteous treatment when they visit a Lodge. A kind word,

a Brotherly grasp of the hand, and a friendly spirit, will make the

stranger gratefully remember his visit to the Lodge. But a lack of at

tention will fasten in his memory an unpleasant experience, and when

he chances to pass that way again, he will be sure to give that Lodge a

wide berth, and refuse to visit.
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An incident came to our knowledge recently of a Brother from Bom

' bay who was staying in Philadelphia for a few days and went to the

Masonic Temple one evening for the purpose of visiting a Lodge. He

sent in a card that the Tyler had instructed him to fill out. He gave

on it the name of the Lodge in which he was made, and some other

Masonic information requested. llis card was returned to him with

some short answer that he could not visit. He was not even treated

with the courtesy of having a committee or a Brother come from the

Lodge to know who he was or by what right he claimed the privilege of

visiting. With no reasons given for it he was turned away,.and carries

with him a very poor opinion of the Lodge that failed in a very simple act

of courtesy due to any man claiming to be a Mason. If he had been

found unworthy after making his statement or undergoing a proper ex

amination, there would have been time enough to turn him away. A

little care to be courteous to strangers wins friends, while acts of

thoughtless unkindness make foes.—-N. Y. Dispatch.

Was lilapnlenu finnaparle a mirth.

N commenting on the tendency among German scholars to read

into folk-tales far more than they would warrant, S. Baring

Gould, in his *‘ Curious Myths of the Middle Ages,” gives the

famous argument of a French ecclesiastic to prove that Napoleon Bona

parte was in reality a mythological character. Of course it was done

in jest and by way of rebuking the false spirit of interpretation then,

as now, so rife among certain advanced teachers.

The argument is both instructive and amusing, and we reproduce it

for the benefit of our readers and as a warning to interpreters of sym

bolism. Napoleon is an impel-sonification of the sun.

1. Between the name Napoleon and Apollo, or Apoleon, the god of

the sun, there is but a trifling dil‘iference ; indeed the seeming difl‘erence

is lessened, if we take the spelling of his name from the column of the

'Place Vendome, where it stands Néapolio. But this syllable “ ne”

prefixed to the name of the sun-god is of importance; like the rest of

the name it is of Greek origin, and is “ as,” or “ nai,” a particle of

affirmation, as though indicating Napoleon as the very true Apollo, or

sun. His other name, Bonaparte, makes this apparent connection be

tween thc French hero and the luminary of the firmament conclusively

certain. The day has its two parts, the good and luminous portion,
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and that which is bad and dark. To the sun belongs the good part, to

the moon and stars belongs the bad portion. It is therefore nat

ural that Apollo. or Ne-apoleon should receive the surname of Bona

parte (the good portion).

2. Apollo was born in Delos. a Mediterranean island; Napoleon in

Corsica. an island in the same sea. According to Pausanius, Apollo

was an Egyptian deity; in the mythological history of the fabulous

Napoleon, we find the hero in Egypt, regarded by the inhabitants with

vencration, and receiving their homage.

3. The mother of Napoleon was said to be Letitia, which signifies

joy, and is the impersonification of the dawn of light dispensing joy and

gladness to all creatiOn. Letitia is no other than the break of day,

which in a manner brings the sun into the world, and “ with rosy fin

gers opes the gates of day.”

It is significant that the Greek name for the mother of Apollo was

Leto. From this the Romans made the name Latona, which they gave

to his mother. But Laeto is the usual form of the verb lactor, and sig

nifies to inspire joy; it is from this unused form that the substantive

Letitia is derived. The identity, then. of the mother of Napoleon with

the Greek Leto and the Latin Latona is established conclusively.

4. According to the popular story, this son of Letitia had three

sisters, and was it not the same with the Greek deity, who had the

three Graces?

o. The modern Gallic Apollo had four brothers. It is impossible

not to discern here the anthropomorphis of the four seasons. But, it

will be objected, the seasons should be females. Here the French lan

guage interposes; for in French the seasons are masculine, with the

exception of autumn, upon the gender of which grammar-ians are un

decided, whilst autumnus in Latin is not more feminine than the other

seasons. This difliculty is, therefore, trifling, and what follows re

moves all shadow ot’ doubt. Of the four brothers of Napoleon, three

are said to have been kings, and these, of course. are Spring, reigning

over the flowers; Summer, reigning over the fruits. and Autumn, hold

ing sway over the harvest. And as these three seasons owe all to the

powerful influence of the sun, we are told in the popular myth that the

three brothers of Napoleon drew their authority from him, and received

from him their kingdoms. But if it be added that of the four brothers

of Napoleon, one was not a king, that was because he was the imper

sonification of winter, which has no reign over anything. If, however,

it be asserted, in contradiction, that the winter has an empire, he will

L.



FREEHASONS REPOSITORY. 247

be given the principality over snows and frosts, which, in the dreary

season of the year, whiten the face of the earth. Well! the fourth

brother of Napoleon is thus- invested by popular tradition, commonly

called history, with a vain principality accorded to him in the decline of

the power of Napoleon. The principality was that of Canino, a name

derived from caui. or the whitened hairs of a frozen old age—true em

blem of winter. To the eyes of poets, the forests covering the hills

are their hair, and when winter frosts them, they represent the snowy

locks of a decrepit nature in the old age of the year. Consequently the

-prinee of Canino is an impersonitieation of winter-iwinter, whose reign

begins when the kingdoms of the three fine seasons are passed from

them, and when the sun is driven from his power by the children of the

North, as the poets call the boreal winds. This is the origin of the

fabulous invasion of France by the allied armies of the north.

The story relates that these invaders-the Northern gales—hanished

the many colored flag, and replaced it by a white standard. This, too,

is a graceful, but. at the same time, purely fabulous account of the

northern winds driving all the brilliant color from the face of the soil,

to replace them by the snowy sheet.

6. Napoleon is said to have had two wives. It is well known that

the classic fable gave two also to Apollo. These two were the moon

and the earth. Plutarch asserts that the Greeks gave the moon to

Apollo for wife, whilst the Egyptians attributed to him the earth. By

the moon he had no posterity, but by the other he had one son only,

Horus. This is an Egyptian allegory, representing the fruits of agri

culture pr'oduced by the earth fertilized by the sun. The pretended

son of the fabulous Napoleon is said to have been born on the 20th of

March, the season of the spring equinox, when agriculture is assuming

its greatest period of activity.

7. Napoleon is said to have released France from the devasting

scourge which terrorized over the country, the hydra of revolution as

it was popularly called. Who can not see in this a Gallic version of

the Greek legend of Apollo releasing Hellas from the terrible Python?

The very name revolution, derived from the Lation word revolve, is in

dicative of the coils of a serpent like the python.

8. The famous hero of the nineteenth century had, it is asserted,

twelve marshals at the head of his armies, and four who were station

ary and inactive. The twelve first, as may be seen at once, are the

signs of the zodiac, marching under the orders of the sun. Napoleon,

and each commanding a division of the innumerable host of stars,
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which are parted into twelve portions, corresponding to the twelve

signs. As for the four stationary officers, immovable in the midst of

general motion, they are the cardinal points.

9. It is currently reported that the chief of the brilliant armies,

after having gloriously traversed the Southern Kingdoms, penetrated

the North. and was there unable to maintain his sway. This, too, rep

resents thc course of the sun, which assumes its greatest power in the

South, but after the spring equinox seeks to reach the North, and after

a three months? march towards the boreal regions is driven back upon

his traces, following the sign of Cancer—a sign given to represent the'

retrogression of the sun in that portion of the sphere. It is on this that

the story of the march of Napoleon towards Moscow, and his humbling

retreat. is founded.

10. Finally, the sun rises in the East and sets in the Western sea.

The poets picture him rising out of the waters in the East, and setting

in the ocean after his twelve hours’ reign in the sky. Such is the

history of Napoleon, coming from his Mediterranean isle, holding the

reins of government for twelve years, and finally disappearing in the

mysterious regions of the great Atlantic.

Arch-Bishop Whatley’s argument in his celebrated “Historic Doubts"

proceeds along ditfereut lines, and was designed as a vital thrust

against religious skeptics. It is not necessary to reproduce it here, as

it does not concern itself with such analogies as we are now discuss

ing.

Looked at from any stand point these are certainly most remarkable.

We do not know or a more efiectual reply to the defenders of the sun

myth theories than that of the French priest, dealing as it does with

one of the greatest figures in all history, and one of such modern date

that it brings to bear upon it the personal recollection of men still

alive.

If Napoleon was a myth there is nothing in history we can believe,

and the retluctio ad absu'l'dum lurks in wait for every historic person

agge.

It is here that symbolism meets its direst foe, from whom there is

neither turning aside nor retreat. In the study of this most interesting

branch of Masonry it is well to remember that there is a point beyond

which interpretation becomes absurdity, and we are lost in a tangled

web of more or less palpable improbabilities. Masonry is a great

study, but we have to beware lest we prove that Napoleon was the

. Gallic Apollo, and Horns but the grandson of Francis Joseph of

Austria.—ii[asonic Guide.
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filessuit: Item.

‘ cannot regard any other system of jurisprudence. Profane

. laws, the policy or expedients or compromises that profane

societies can adopt are utterly impossible of application in Freema

sonry. What is the declared law, the usages, customs, and landmarks

and regulations of Masonry, are imperative and commanding in their

operation in Freemasonry individually or collectively as a Lodge.

Every intelligent and thoughtful Mason will fully comprehend, that in

this wise, our ancient and honorable Craft is perpetuated.

The landmarks of Masonry are indestructible. They operate with a

power unknown to profane societies. Examples from the rules regu

lating these societies have no more influence on the administration of

Masonic law than the capriees of strangers.

To seek to engraft these examples on the procedure of Masonic law

is impossible. The attempt is always a failure. Our Craft is too well

instructed ever seriously to listen to such seductive efforts ‘to destroy

the very life and spirit of Masonry.

It so may be that very specious suggestions are made on pretexts that

profane associations might hear, but in Masonry they are without avail.

Our Craft well knows that to tolerate such propositions would be in

direct and open hostility to our laws of Masonry.

Loyal to the Craft and its principles, the true, tried Mason would

never consent to permit these suggestions to have a place in the mind

or morals of Masonry.

In these days of unrest, novelties, experiments, disorganizing plans,

and violent assaults on “the established,” which mark the history of

very many associations of the profane, are emphatic warnings to Free

masons to reject any such inimical notions from entering our Temples.

Masonry is built on unalterable foundations. “The Father” laid

these foundations in the aforetime, so that they should never be over

thrown. To try to impair, weaken, change, ride or mutilate them by in

terpretation, or examples of societies that have been exposed and are lost

to human memory, cannot ever be permitted among Ancient, Free and

Accepted Masons. Our Lodges are to be the stations at which the

watchmen of Masonry are assembled to give warning of approaching

danger, to listen to the sound of the approaching enemy, and bar the

way to these attempted assaults on our Craft.

 

4
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Solemn, never-ceasing duty. Obedience to it lies in the holy relations

that exist between every Mason and the Brethren. These relations are

consecrated by the most solemn of all human ceremonies. Brethren,

think on these things-The Keystone.

What Elfi’dakes a Mason.

, F a brother should be asked by a qualified member of the Craft

l “What makes you a Mason P” he might be able to give such

7‘4 “I answer as would satisfy the inquiry. and yet not tell the actual

fact as to what makes a Mason.

Some think that after going through certain forms and ceremonies

they are full-fledged Masons; nay. they believe that such is the case

when their names are affixed to the Lodge roll. But it requires a great

deal more than this to make a Mason. He may become a member of

a Lodge; he may attend the meetigs and even take part in the work,

and yet be no more of a Mason than if he had never joined the

fraternity. It is not membership that makes a man a Mason any

more than the mere attendance at a church will make a person religious.

What, then, makes a Mason? It is the following out of the princi

ples taught by Masonry. It is the throwing off of those selfish instincts

which actuate the "man of the world,” and becoming one of the society

of friends and brothers. It is to set aside self-interest and to devote the

heart and soul to the true teachings of Masonry. It is to be charitable

to all. not only in action, but in word and thought. It is to doaunto

others as would be wished for from them. ' It is to pay a proper

reverence to the Creator, and never to mention His Holy Name ex

cept in a reverential manner. It is is to avoid all intemperance and

excesses. so as to keep the mind and body unimpaired, and fit to per

form the necessary duties of life. It is to deal justly with all and to

walk uprightly before God and man. It is to preserve a spotless repu

tation and so to dcmean oneself as to be beyond censure and reproach.

But some will say, “I cannot spare the time from my business to do

all that Masonry requires." There is no reason for a man to neglect

his business in order to be a Mason ; in fact Masonry teaches that the

ordinary avoeations of life must not be neglected. Yet it should be to

act as a Mason even in the transaction of business. To be a good

Mason there should be honesty of dealing, rendering to every man his

just due without distinction.
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The employer should act justly and fairly with those he employes,

and the workman, to be a good Mason, should have the interest of

those who pay him his wages as much at heart as if he were working

for himself. He should be upright in all dealings, and be worthy to be

taken by the hand by everyone and everywhere. He should be a man

in every sense of the word, and render unto others those kind offices

which he would, under similar circumstances, wish to be rendered unto

him.

Such action makes a man a Mason, not membership !_N0ah’s Times.

@ne of the Ancient migsteries.

N an address by Bro. Frederick Speed, P. G. M. of Mississippi,

mention is made of the early Mysteries, including that of the

Bonn Dea in Rome, and their connection through the Associa

tions or Guilds of the Middle Ages with our more recent Freemasonry.

Pagan Greece, as is well known to students of mythology, archaeology

and history, received most of its mysteries and religious beliefs from

the Land of Egypt, and these were in turn copied by the Romans and

other nations. and adapted by them to suit the spirit of the age. Thus

the worship of Bona Dea was a modified form of the adoration of

Demeter Kourotrophos, one of the principal Grecian deities, and again,

of the Egyptian Isis, the mother of creation, and the nourishing and

fertilizing principle of nature. In Italy the worship of this goddess

was accompanied by mysterious ceremonies, performed at night, at

which no men were permitted to be present, in the belief that blindness,

or some other terrible calamity, would overtake any male who ventured

to intrude. For days prior to the annual Feast, which took place in

December and corresponds as nearly as possible with St. John’s Day

of Freemasonry, those who were to take part in the rite were kept in

strict seclusion, being closely watched in their retirement by the vestals.

Here by fasting, and by abstaining from holding any communication

with the outer world, they prepared themselves for initiation.

The ceremony did not take place in the Temple. this being considered

too sacred for the purpose, but in the house of the leading Mugt'stratus

of the day, who gave up his home to the priestesses of the rite on that

special occasion. Flowers and symbols adorned the rooms, and amidst

dancing, to the sound of various musical instruments, an expiatory

sacrifice was offered up to the goddess of fecundity ; wine and oil were

 



252 FREEMASONS REPOSITOR r.

also poured out on the altar, and mysterious signs and words were com

municated to the initiates.

Thus in the remote past, by means of ceremonies which bear a close

resemblance to those of Freemasonry, but which have been considerably

modified by the lapse of centuries, those great beliefs, in one Great

First Cause and Immortality, were symbolically taught in various ways

to the candidates who attended the Egyptian, Grecian and Roman

Mysteries.

Bona Dea was also looked upon as the goddess of health, and in_ her

temples were special chambers where priestesses ministered to the sick

and infirm, and dispensed charity to the poor. Medicinal plants, said

to 'cure all ailments, were grown and carefully tended within the pre

cincts of the sacred edifice, and from these herbs decoctions were made

and supplied to suffering humanity. Here, then, is a very forcible

illustration of what is so beautifully laid down in the Charge in the

First Degree of Freemasonry respecting the relieving of our neighbor's

distress, and the soothing of his afllctions.

The rite of Bona Dea became very popular not only in Rome but

throughout the whole of Italy. This is proved by the discovery of re

mains of numerous temples, inscriptions and tablets. . Quite recently

a votive offering, in the shape of a gold medal, was discovered in demol

ishing an old wall in Rome, and is to be seen in one of the museums.

It bears the following inscription : Voluptas Rutuleia Bonae Dede

donum (ledit pro Her-mete. This was evidently an offering made by

Voluptas Rutuleia to the goddess on behalf of a certain Ilermete who,

being a male, could not approach the deity himself to solicit some

special favor, but did so through a female who may possibly have been

a priestess of the rite. In some of the old writings it is also stated

that bronze and silver vases and urns were presented to the temple of

Bona Dea on the occasion of the annual Feast, and also rich vestments

with which the statue. of the deity was adorned during the imposing

ceremonies. The rites attending the worship of this goddess were ex~

ceedingly interesting, and the connection of its symbols with signs and

teachings of Freemasonry is a most absorbing study. Perhaps at some

future time I will endeavor to show the relationship existing between

them.

It is, however, greatly to be regretted that this ancient ceremony,

which in early times had been performed with so much secrecy and

mystery, should have been allowed just before the Christian Era, to

fall from the position which it had formerly occupied and become a

cloak for gross licentionsness, so much so that Juvenal, a writer of
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the day, in one of his now famous satires, describes the nocturnal

Feast and its attendant abuses.

The rite of Bonn Dea is connected with an incident in the private

life of Julius Caesar which is not generally known. It is recorded that

a member of the distinguished Roman family of the Claudii had the

temerity to disguise himself as a woman and. in order to continue his

intrigues with Pompeia, Caesar's third wife, bribed one of the vestals

and was admitted by her to the house where the annual feast was being

celebrated. His voice, however, betrayed him, and he barely escaped

with his life.

The insult which he had thus offered the goddess was also considered

a crime against the State, and Claudius was denounced by pontifices

.and consuls alike. Many of these, who had private grudges against

Caesar, secretly hoped that a public scandal. in which his wife’s name

was involved, would seriously damage the popularity of the great

Roman. They therefore clamorcd until proceedings were instituted

against the offender. Caesar, who did not wish to make an enemy of

such a powerful family as the Claudii, acted with great prudence. He

stopped the judicial process and repudiated Pompeia, giving for his

reason that on Caesar‘s wife not even the shadow of a suspicion should

rest. Claudius was killed shortly afterwards near the temple of Bona

Dea, at Boville, and his death was attributed to the wrath of the god

dess at the sacrilcge which he had committed.

The rite of Bona Dea has been mentioned by Cicero, Ovid, Sucton

ius, Juvcnal, and many other more modern writers. The latest infor

mation on this interesting subject is by an eminent Italian writer,

Lavatelli, to whom I am indebted for some of the particulars which are

embodied in this paper.—Gco. Robertson, in New Zealand Crafts-man.

A smile! Nothing on earth can smile but the race of man. Gems

may flash reflected light; but what is a diamond flash compared with

an eye flash and mirth-flash? Flowers cannot smile. That is a charm

which even they cannot claim. Birds cannot smile, nor any living

thing. It is the prerogative of man. It is the color which love wears,

and cheerfulncss, and joy—these three. It is the light in the window

of the face, by which the heart signifies that it is at home, and waiting

to entertain friends. A face that cannot smile is like a bud that can

not blossom and dries upon the stalk. Laughter is day, and sobriety

is night, and a smile is the twilight that hovers gently between both,

and more bewitching than either.--Selected.
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Light that is Idarkness.

‘ARKNESS is countless ages older than light._ The old myth

in which Prometheus stole the sacred fire from heaven shows

that the ancients knew the source of light. The great Teacher

made use of light as a favorable analogy, and when expatiating

on the benefit of light made use of material lights, lamps, candles, to

illustrate the light of the soul, and among other things said: “ If the

light that is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness.” This

contradictory metaphor has a profound meaning, and is used to show

that light can be in a condition of darkness and still contain the ele

ments of light.

The subject for seeking in Freemasonry is for more light. The ob

seruing of the eyes of the body is presumed to be indicative of the

moral blindness existing in the spirituality of the man, and his demand

is for “ more light." The light he receives is not from the triangular

candles, but from the element within him in a state of darkness.

Through the symbolic lessons and moral precepts of Masonry he has

this latent illumination in his soul, touched by the torch of a superior

knowledge, and caused to throw a new reflection on the page of wis

dom’s book, where he reads the hidden mysteries of a higher, a nobler,

and a better life, and the light that was and is in him is no longer in a

condition of darkness, but shines clear and bright.

Light in darkness can be found in material things. As Masonry is

illustrated by symbols, so may the fact of light in darkness in the spirit

uality of man be thus exemplified by analogy. A lump of coal is light

in darkness demanding human action to intelligently develop its hidden

light. A can of kerosene oil is light in darkness, but to become light

had to be pumped from the bowels of the earth. The match you hold

contains light in darkness, but must be subjected to irritation in the

human hand. Light in darkness can be found in almost every element

of the material world, and we need not wonder that old Zoroaster taught

his disciples that fire was the evidence of the presence of God.

As fire is light in the act of consuming some inflammable substance

and demands extraneous action to change it from a passive condition

of darkness to an active one of light, so with the latent light in every

human soul. When the Grand Architect had finished creation the world

was filled with air breathing animals. The atmosphere was prepared to

sustain life in every luug breathing creation. Even the sleeping Adam

inspired and respired the atmosphere as did the rest of the animal crea
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tion. But with him there had to be a special act performed to distin

guish him from the rest of the animal world, so God breathed into him

of His own personality, and man became a living soul. What did this

mean? Simply, that man was thus made a part of God, and that when

the respiratory organs would have ceased action this “ breath of life "

would return to God, who gave it. Here, then, we find the sacred fire,

freely given by the Maker, and not Promethean-like purloined. This

is the light in darkness. It can be so obscured that even the possessor

is not conscious of its presence.

“I am the light of the world,” came from the great torch-bearer,

Christ. Touched by this flame, the hidden will of our Creator is made

manifest. We are given the charge of this beacon fire in the soul, and

the instructions are clear, to so let this light shine that men heholding

our good works may glorify our Father who art in heaven. As an in

strumentality to intensifying this spiritual light Freemasonry proves a

valuable assistant. It is the voice of one crying in this wilderness of

sin. “Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make His paths straight.”

Serious, therefore, are the obligations of a Mason. In the Most Ex

cellent degree the candidate is instructed to diffuse light and knowledge

to his less informed brethren. Thus as an army of torch-bearers we

march across the peninsula of time from the eternity of the cradle to

the eternity of the grave. Does your Masonic light shine clear, brother?

Do men behold your good works? Is God in you glorified, or is the

light within you darkness ?—’1’he American Tyler.

THE NAME Fauna/isom—The Freemasons’ Chronicle says the name

“ Freemason " appears for the first time in Statute '25 of Edward I of

England, A. I). 1350. The term signified “ freestone mason,” one who 4

works in freestone as distinguished from the rough Mason, who built

walls with rough stone. It was not until the beginning of the seven

teenth century that persons began to unite with the Freemasons and

were distinguished from the regular working Masons by the denomina

tion “ accepted.” By the year 1702 the speculative Lodges in England

began to decay and became so degenerated as to be applied to the pur

pose of gain and self-interest. “ Masons made here for 12s.” was then

a frequent announcement in the noted side streets of London and Liver

pool, but 1717 saw a complete change; when the so-called revival was

effected.
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The Jew in Mascara.

. T is not strange that the history and symbolism in the Blue

M Lodge is so attractive and of such interest to the Jew; that

w the capitular and cryptic degrees are to him a source of pleas

are and devotion. Well might he exclaim: It is my father’s house; the

events of my people; my home. The devout Israelite finds a vision

of the past; scenes of his people's former glory; the fulfillment of the

prophecy; the Jehovah. What to the Gentile may seem ceremonial,

to him it is worship. To us “The desolation of Zion" is history, to

him a reality. The song of the captive on the banks of the Euphrates

is to us a sad and plaintive lyric. To him it is the outpouring of heart

and soul.

No, it is not strange that a devout Jew loves Masonry. It is not he

that causes Masonry to blush. It is not he who finds fault with Christ

ian prayers. “ The Lion of the Tribe of Judah ” is as much a reality

to him as to the Christian. 'The latter may see him as having come;

the Jew may see him, by faith, as yet to come; and under triangle of

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, both Jew and Gentile can bow, breathe

in solemn accents Ehyeh Asher Ehyeh.--Tlte Orient.

 

a
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Our Freemasonry, if it is to be of any value to us, should make us

better men, better husbands, better friends, better in every way than

we were before. If it does not do this, it is useless; we should be bet

ter without it. Freemasonry is like our religion. If it is to be of

practical use to us it must be worked out in our daily lives. What use

is it for us to enunciate high-sounding words about morality and broth

erly love, when we meet in lodge, if our lives give the lie to our pro

fessions. What possible use can Freemasonry be to a man whose life

is impure, to a man who slanders his brother, to a man who is un

charitable and heartless? We may heap degree upon degree, we may

clothe ourselves with all the emblems of the Order, we may fix to our

names high-sounding and mysterious titles. But if our lives do not

correspond with our profession, we shall be like the Pharisees of old.

Whited sepulchres, fair without, but within full of corruption. Think

of what you have promised, and let your practice, as far as in your

power lies, accord with your solemn obligations—Indian Masonic

Review.
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The Tabernacle.

HE thoughtful and intelligent Mason who seeks to acquire

Q knowledge of the history and moral significance of the Order

' . becomes, naturally, something of a Bible student. for Masonic

teachings are closely linked with the events recorded in Holy Writ—

Masonic symbolism is largely based upon ceromonies of ancient usage

by which the Israelites sought to make impressive the fundamental

truths of their religion. The Biblical student and the Masonic scholar

find their progress along the paths of historic research slow and ob

structed in many ways, specially by the great masses of legend and

unreliable data which surround the objects and events of the past.

Especially is this true of the Tabernacle which, in its construction and

significance, has in it so much of interest and instruction.

The word Tabernacle means a tent. The Patriarchs used tents of

boards covered with skins for their dwelling places during their no

madic life and the Jewish Tabernacle was like these in form and ap

pearance. The Tabernacle known as the Ante-Sinaitic was a tent,

probably lived in by Moses in the desert after he had led his people out

of Egypt, and was a place where worship was conducted and business

transacted.

Another Tabernacle, termed the Davidic, was constructed by David

to contain the Ark when he removed it from Jerusalem. In this edifice

the priests performed their services until Solomon erected the Temple

where the Ark was placed in the Holy of Holies and the Davidic Tab

ernacle became a relic, being probably burned at the destruction of the

Temple. The Ante-Sinaitic, the Davidie, and the Sinaitie, which we

shall describe later on, are the only 'l‘ahernacles described by JOerhus

and the Old Testament writers. hut Masonic tradition enumerates a

fourth, interesting only as a myth from which has been evolved a sym

bolism full of information and teaching important truths. This Taber

nacle is said to have been erected by Zerubbabel who, with his country

men had been restored from captivity by Cyrus for the purpose of

rebuilding the Temple at Jerusalem. Ezra gives an account of the

religious ceremonies similar to the ordinances of Moses performed upon

the arrival of the captives in Jerusalem, but as we have no records of

a building then erected it may well be supposed that these ceremonies

were peformed in the open air, because such Altars of Sacrifice had

often been erected in the open court, both of the old Tabernacle and

Temple.

 

5
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The Sinaitic Tabernacle was an elaborate structure fashioned accord

ing to the design of Moses given him when he was on the Mount forty

days and forty nights. It was constructed under the supervision of

Aholiab and Bezaleel who, as Josephus says, were architects and were

the same men who would have been chosen by the people had their vote

been taken. The new building was erected in the centre of the camp,

with its door fronting the East, “ that when the sun arose it might send

its first rays upon it.” The people gave liberally for the building which

for splendor and expense exceeded the cathedrals of modern times

when one considers the resources of those who contributed so willingly.

Josephus writes: “ The women also were anxious to do their parts,

about the garments of the priests, and about other things that would

he wanted in this work, both for ornament and for the divine service

itself.” Although there is a long description of the Tabernacle given

in Exodus and by Josephus, written with fullness and in detail, there

is much discussion prevalent and much literature upon the subject of

the true dimensions and form of the structure. Authorities differ as to

the meaning of Hebrew words and terms, and the restoration of the

Tabernacle, as presented in picture form, gives to the eye widely-dif

fering edifices. Professor Paine, one of the best authorities upon the

subject. says that there is a popular misconception of even the shape

of the Tabernacle, that it has been represented as a box with a flat roof

composed of drapery and having no inside support. Most writers now

assume a peaked roof, the “boards,” according to Paine, being cov

ered by the outer hanging which was of “ ram’s skins dyed red and

tachash skins."

The length of the Tabernacle was forty~five feet, its width fifteen.

The entrance was closed by curtains, and draperies also separated the

divisions of the interior, the Holy of Holies and the outer sanctuary.

The Holy of Holies contained the Ark placed against the western wall.

The outer apartment contained the table of show-bread on the northern

side, the golden candle-stick on the southern and the altar of incense

between them. Elaborate curtains, in color, white, blue, purple and

red, draped this altar and were so arranged as to cover the top and

sides of the Tabernacle, but did not separate it into apartments.

The Jewish Tabernacle was a fitting House of God for a people who

were wanderers in the wilderness. It was a shrine that could be car

ried with the nomadic race until they might reach the holy places of

their fathers, while it seemed to remind them that God was with them

in all their journeyings. The symbolism of the Tabernacle is somewhat

complex; it may stand to us, as it did to God’s chosen people, for a
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sign of God’s presence with the world and it may suggest the truth that

perfect holiness and happiness will be reached only by successive gra

dations, first, the Outer Court, then the Sanctuary, and finally the Holy

of Holies. Josephus writes that the Tabernacle was an imitation of

the system of the world, the Holy of Holies was the Heaven where

dwelt Jehovah, the Sanctuary represented the world of sea and land

inhabited by man. Probably the religious life of the Hebrews and

Moses’ connection with the Egyptians, led to many céremonials and

symbolic teachings centred in the Tabernacle which also stood for the

zeal of a people who carried out God’s instruction to Moses so faith

fully that they were rewarded by the appearance of the cloud over the

edifice which announced the presence of the Eternal One. “ The glory

of the Lord filled the Tabernacle.”

It is most interesting to note all the imagery of the Tabernacle and

its furnishings—the details of construction and echct having their sig

nificance and importance. Within the Holy of Holies none was privi

leged to enter save the High Priest and he, only once a year, on the

Day of Atonement. This signified the passing from darkness into light,

through death into life, that man must confess his sins before he could

come into contact with the mercy seat. The outer Sanctuary had too,

its emblems of ‘divine things. Here silver was used in place of gold,

as a type of human purity,--here was the golden candlestick with its

seven lights which were never all extinguished. The show-bread signi

fied the material, the increase, the spiritual offering to the Almighty.

In the outer court all might assemble who were ceremonially clean,

even the Levite might come thus near to the presence of Jehovah, and

here stood the altar of burnt offerings.

The teaching of all this symbolism and much more connected with

the Tabernacle, is full of interest to each thoughtful mind, leading it

into paths of suggestion not even dreamed of by those who were privi

leged to see the Tabernacle itself. Its beauty and meaning were not

fully understood by those to whom it was most dear as a symbol of

Divine Presence; it remained for those of later years to read into its

symbolism truths which are of importance in the progress of humanity.

Some of these symbols seem to be without foundation and have

awakened theories which appear to be exaggerated and without power,

but there are many conclusions reached which are sound and well-sup

ported by facts—at any rate the study is helpful and must convey some

suggestions of truth thus symbolized. Anything that will lead to dili

gent and intelligent research in Biblical or secular history is not to be

despised. A study of the symbols and furnishing of the Sinaitic Tab
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ernacle will repay one who engages in it, whether he be simply inter

ested in the rich imagery of the East, in the Masonic teachings

revealed or in the actual accounts of the sacred edifice which carried

the cloud by day and the fire by night as a sign of the Divine Presence

guarding and leading God’s chosen people.

' @harles til/381:9.

k' T is a special gratification that we are able to present as the

\I‘ Q’; . . . .

a L froniispiece of this issue of the Rsrosrroar, an excellent en

“I graved likeness of our friend, R. E. Sir Knight Charles C. Fry,

deservedly prominent in business and military circles, and in the de

partments of Masonic and Templar associations. We are confident

that many of the readers of the Rsrosrroav will be pleased to look upon

the portrait of this justly esteemed comrade and brother, and will be

interested in perusing the brief biographical sketch herewith presented.

Charles Cofiin Fry was born in Lynn, Mass, May 31, 1842, and has ‘

resided there ever since. He received his education in the common

schools of that city, graduating at the Lynn High School. Upon leav

ing school he went into the shoe business, and followed that business

until 1875. In 1876 he was elected Auditor of the City of Lynn, and

served with marked ability. In 1877 and 1878 he was elected and

served as City Marshal, and it is a matter of common repute that his

administration of that ofiice received the highest commendation. The

year 1879 he spent travelling through Europe. 'In 1880 he was elected

clerk and treasurer of the Lynn Gas Light Co., and the Lynn Gas &

Electric Light Co., and has filled that responsible position for the last

fourteen years.

He served his country during the War of the Rebellion by enlisting

in Company I, of the 8th Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, and

served as Corporal in 1862-63. Upon his return from the army he con

nected himself with the State Militia in 1865, serving in the 11th un

attached Company as Sergeant, 1st Sergeant, 1st Lieutenant, and as

lst Lieutenant in Company I, of the 8th Regiment; as Quartermaster

and Adjutant of the 8th Regiment; as Major of the 7th Battalion, and

in 1882 was appointed Assistant Adjutant General of the Second Bri

gade, and has occupied that position ever since.

In Masonry he was raised in Mt. Carmel Lodge, Lynn, in 1872. He

received the Chapter Degrees in Sutton Royal Arch Chapter in 1873,
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and was one of the first members knighted in Olivet Commander-y of

Lynn in 1873. He served as Master of Mt. Carmel Lodge in 1876-77;

was Commander of Olivet Commander-y in 1882-83, and was appointed

Grand Warder of the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island in 1887. He has since held the offices of Grand Sword Bearer,

Grand Standard Bearer, Grand Senior Warden, Grand Captain Gen

eral, Grand Generalissimo, and was elected Grand Commander in

1893.

In all these oflices the subject of this sketch showed eminent fitness

for the discharge of all duties imposed. As an Inspecting Officer of

the Grand Commandery be rendered excellent services in careful

examinations and suggestive enquiries. His official visits were always

welcome because of the just estimate in which his brethren held him as

a well informed Sir Knight and as a true and courteous gentleman.

In administering the affairs of the Grand Commandery of Massachu

setts and Rhode Island, while holding the highest office in the gift of

that body, the brother of whom we write evinced the same qualities

which had been conspicuous at every step of his Templar career. He

was active, diligent. and courteous. in discharging all the varied duties

which devolve upon a Grand Commander of a jurisdiction which in

cludes some 10,000 Sir Knights. On official and festival occasions

when he represented the Grand Body, he always here himself with

dignity and grace, and by his utterances, met the large expectations of

his friends and greatly entranced his reputation as a discriminating and

high minded Knight Templar. His addresses delivered before the

Grand Commandcry, during his term of holding the highest office,

are sensible and comprehensive papers, in which the principles and

purposes of 'l‘emplary are admirably set forth.

In the Scottish Rite Bodies he is a life member of Lafayette Lodge

of Perfection, Giles F. Yates Council, Princes of Jerusalem, Mt. Olivet

Chapter of Rose Croix, and Massachusetts Consistory. In the last

named body he now holds the office of Minister of State and Grand

Orator.

Bro. Fry is a member of numerous Orders and Societies of a fraternal

character, in all of which he is much esteemed and exercises a large

degree of influence. He is a Grand Army man, belonging to General

Lander Post, No. 5, in Lynn, Mass.

In this brief sketch we have but touched upon some of the salient

featuresin the life and career of Past Grand Commander Fry. Did

time and space permit it would be' exceedingly pleasant- to present a

more extended biographical account of our brother, who is held in pro
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found respect by the citizens of Lynn and his acquaintances generally,

and who holds the esteem and regard of all who know him. It may

suffice, however, that this brief mention is made, and that we express

our satisfaction in having the acquaintance of the brother and Sir

Knight eminently worthy of all the honors he has received. Masonically

and otherwise, and of still higher ones which we trust are in store for

him.

[erttcn for Freemasons ReposltoryJ

@nrselnes and fathers.

‘ \ HE impersonal makes no lasting impression upon our lives or

thought. Events which have shaped our career, if analyzed,

. reveal some one figure or personality which was the moving

power in bringing about the occurrence. There must be the human

behind the material; there must be the ever-burning firc before the

wreaths of smoke can form their picturesque shapes; there must be

thought, planning, love or hate, sympathy or distrust, some human

emotion leading to the event, which is so powerful in shaping the life

of an individual. a community or a nation. The decisive battles of

history have their lasting hold upon memory because of the leaders

and generals who conceived them and saw that their plans were carried

out. So with literature and art. We read of notable periods in the

rise and progress of printed thought, but we remember most plainly

the man who lived in the writings which made a certain period famous;

around his personality revolve the events of world-wide interest and

importance. The Hermes of Praxiteles speaks of the man whose name

has been carried down the centuries,—-Thorwaldseu is thought of, as

the visitor looks on the sculptured Lion of anerne; no words are

needed to impress his personality upon those permitted to look upon

the work of his hand and brain. Science, also, with its revolutions

and revealings, makes its personal side clearly. felt by the masses who

will cluster at the feet of him whose vision secs beyond the clouds, for

they realize that behind the theories and discoveries which they cannot

understand, was a Galileo or a Copernicus, a man who once lived and

breathed and was like his fellows.

Religion has its humanitarian element clearly defined in the Holy

Book and in all the creeds. The Christ, who was a man. appeals

strongly to his followers, and in the history of the church there is this

I
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bond of humanity which unites in common brotherhood all races and

conditions of men.

The history of Freemasonry is marked by eventful periods, by notable

happenings all along the way of its organized life, but back of all these

recorded facts live the names of those men who made the history, those

who impressed their thought upon the thoughts of others and who are

remembered when dates and details of historic events are forgotten or

relegated'to the background. The story of Masonry is the story of

men, and its power of holding brethren together lies largely in its hu

man elemeut. which is so strong a factor towards interest in and alle

giance to a cause. The many accounts of Masonic gatherings, of fes

tivals and anniversaries are but the expressions of human thought and

Intelligence, and our remembrance of them is often but the thought of

one person who was the breathing spirit to give them life and form.

So it is with our personal experiences. There is a subtle influence

which surrounds our lives—we come in touch with another human be

ing who makes or mars our happiness. “Something occurred ” we

frequently say, when really we mean “somebody acted." Our asso

ciations of place are often linked indissolubly with persons. Our fa

vorite author makes certain shrines for us to which we are glad to pay

our devotions. Then, too, we have certain places in our memory

which have for us a peculiar charm. Some being has touched these

common everyday scenes with a magic wand, and. presto! they become

a new world full of delightful pleasure. There is a little town hidden

away in the heart of the White Mountains. the everlasting hills shutting

in its quiet streets and peaceful homes, which ever lingers in the writer's

memory as a hallowed spot. After along drive through the country

roads overhung by spreading branches, we tarried for a'fcw minutes

rest for man and best at the village inn. Crossing the hall, we came

face to face with the familiar form of New England’s beloved poet,

Whittier, he, who has since passed on to the land immortal. The gracious

presence was a benediction, as the kindly face beamed upon the way

farer and bade as welcome. Never shall we forget lns gracious words

and his gentle courtesy—never will that little town be for us common

ground. We have a personal feeling now, which arose from such a

simple meeting, yet it strengthens with the years, and the human inter

est is more potent than that acquired in any other way.

The human mind is not superior to the sort of flattery it gives-itself,

when it remembers everything which has in it a personal association.

When the Marquis of Lorne and the Princess Louise were expected to

arrive in one of the cities of the Provinces, the writer chanced to be in
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the vicinity. A visit was paid to the temporary home of the distin

tinguished visitors, and the rooms prepared for them inspected; the

decorations of the city were admired ; stories and rumors were listened

to concerning the Queen’s daughter and her husband; a great interest

was awakened in their personalities, manner of life and appearance.

From this slight cause we have an interest which cannot he set aside in

whatever pertains to these exalted pcrsonages, even now; the personal

bids us read with interest whatever may he of importance in their lives.

and we think of them whenever we hear the name of the city which for

us hears the legend “ Lorne and Louise."

Into the business of life the personal enters very largely. Existence

at the best is hard enough for everybody. Each has his burden to

carry, which none may help him bear. He must lind his happiness in

small things, and learn to make the most of the few blessings which

may brighten his path. He will be helped to do this when he comes to

realize how much he is dependent upon others, that it is this personal

interest which shall hold in his memory the events and occurrences

which are worthy of his thought. He will learn to look at records, not

merely for what they indicate of change and progress, but for what

they stand in human history, for whbm they are the enduring monu

ments which speak through the ages. The power of association is an

acquisition of which one may well be proud, for it enables its possessor

to keep the goose whose golden eggs will be laid every day as long as

life lasts. If every physician suggests to us Oliver Wendell Holmes,

if every clergyman brings to our minds a thought of Phillips Brooks,

we shall have material enough to fill the mind and arouse it to action,

though we may be shut in by many cares and limitations. It will help

us to more‘optimism, both concerning ourselves. and others, if we thus

realize the personal in all the relations of life. ‘vVG shall understand

better the influence gwhich we may exert as we come to know what

others do and may do for us, and we may perhaps take a broader out

look than we are accustomed to do. As the box of sandal wood per

fumes its contents and they in turn breathe fragrance on the outer air

wherever they are carried, so our influence, if sweetened by noble

living and high thinking, wherever it is spread abroad bears with it

something of truth and light. There is no better motto for ourselves

and others than

“ The world is good and the people are good,

And we‘re all good fellows together."

Providence, R. 1., Jan. 15, 1895.
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obtaining an experimental knowledge of its ceremonies and

characteristics, find themselves agreeably placed and in bar

monious relations with brethren, according to what were their anticipa

tious. New members, for the most part, quickly accommodate them

selves to the rules and limitations of _the Craft, and soon become

pal-takers of the home feeling which forms so delightful a characteristic

of our Fraternity. Occasionally, however, a man enters the Masonic

organization with undue haste and under mistaken apprehensions as to

the character of the institution. He does not find what he sought. He

is out of place. He is greatly disappointed, and he is somewhat to be

pitied though he has only himself to blame.

It is these “ out of place " Masons who retard the progress of the

institution and stand in the way of its greatest usefulness. They are

obstructionists, consciously or unconsciously, never becoming thor<

oughly identified with the interests of the organization, but standing

aloof as it were to criticise the rules and prevailing methods of pro

cedure in Masonic administration, which have the sanctions of long

continued use. Brethren of this stamp constitute a class of iconoclasts'

who would strike down much that is ancient in the eXpression of Free

masonry, as they seek to bring the Order into the shape and similitude

of some modern society which seems to them to present less burden

some rcquircments, or to offer more benefits of a financial and social

nature. Not long ago a brother said to the present writer, “ I find too

much that is precise and formal in the lessons and ceremonies of Ma

sonic practice; there is not swing enough in the society to suit me. I

had no idea when I joined the Lodge that its obligations were so many

or its rules so rigid.” Here and there are brethren of such a stamp.

They would like Freemasonry better if it were more like some other

society with which they are connected, if it were less dignified and or

derly in the way it presents itself, both in the conferring of degrees

and the transaction of business. These would like to transform a Ma

sonic Lodge into a free and easy Club; they would like to abbreviate

its forms and ceremonies; they would eliminate the moral and religious

elements, substituting, perhaps, something more of a fanciful philoso

pby or of political aims, at any rate making some new and radical

' departure for the Ancient Craft.

Failing to succeed as iconoclasts and reformers, they quickly lose in

o
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terest, and though their names are still borne on Lodge rolls. they add

nothing of strength to the Masonic organization. On the contrary they

constitute an element of weakness to the institution. The best thing

they can do for themselves and for the Fraternity is to step down and

out. This they do, practically. in numerous instances. for so it is that

recruits are added almost every day to the army of the non-affiliates.

In the nature of things it may be expected that a few brethren will

be dissatisfied with the Masonic Fraternity, finding it somewhat difft r

ent from what they had anticipated. The efiort should be to reduce

this number to the smallest possible limit. To this end every man

proposing to apply for admission into Freemasonry should be in

formed of its essential features, including the moral lessons it teaches

and the moral duties it requires of members. The great characteristic

elements which distinguish the Ancient Craft institution, should he

pointed out. so that there will be less liability to disappointment than

when a candidate rushes headlong into the Lodge. having no distinct

ideas of the Order to which he proposes to ally himself. Not every rcp

utable citizen is fitted for Masonic intercourse and service. It would be

a kindness in some cases to hold back applicants, and perhaps to point

them to the open doors of other Fraternities which may supply that for

_which they are looking, and thus save them from finding themselves

sadly out of place in such a society as that of Free and Accepted

Masons.

Fasnuasonnr rurosns both special and general obligations upon its

followers. Every Craftsman should recognize his identification with

the whole Fraternity. Being a Mason he is bound by some ties of

sympathy and alliance to the Craft wherever dispersed throughout the

whole world. He should appreciate the force and beauty of those

features in the Institution which constitute its universality. And thus

are enforced the primal obligations of a moral and fraternal nature.

But there are also specific and more limited duties, hardly less impor

tant. These involve obligations to the local organization, the home

Lodge, and to interests which are made to appear important in the

jurisdiction where he resides. A well informed and true Brother will

not neglect either order of obligation and service as here defined.
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Questions and gitnswers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the Rlvusi'ronv will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood. of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the Judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.-EDI1‘OR.]

_ “ Who was ‘ Chevalier Ramsay?’ What particular theory did he

favor respecting the origin of Freemasonry?”

Andrew Michael Ramsay, born at Ayr, North Britain, in the year

1668, was an intense promoter of the Jacobite interests. He resided

in Paris a considerable portion of his life, and is supposed to have be

come a member of the Masonic Fraternity during the later period of

his sojourn in that city—probably about the year 1725. A few years

after this date he had formulated an elaborate system of Freemasonry,

which, in the opinion of some writers. included the Royal Arch degree.

Somewhat later he propoundcd a theory that Freemasonry originated

with the Knights Templars of the Middle Ages. instead of being the

outcome of the builders’ art and associations. Ramsay was a learned

man of good moral character, but he was imaginative and over much

given to the construction of fanciful theories. There may still be

found some ardent supporters of the Ramsay proposition that the

Craft organization is descended from the Knights Templars rather

than from the Operative Masons of medireval times. Bro. John Yarker

in a recently published paper on the subject, says: “ In a general way

we may consider Ramsay correct but not exhaustive. No doubt the

Scottish Jacobites did improve'on Ramsay's theory by propagating

Arch-Templary, but there seems to be no doubt that Bonnie Dundee

was Grand Master of Scottish Templars when he fell at Killiekrankie

in l689. A Masonic connection would be a gradual growth; there

were old symbols and legends connecting the two orders. Gentlemen

of the rank from which the Knightly Orders were recruited were also

Speculative Masons, as we know from an examination of Scottish Min

utes, and in the lapse of time the two associations began to be consid

ered indissolubly connected, and Arch-Templary arose.”

“ How long may a Committee of investigation retain the application

01' a petitioner for the degrees without making a report to the Lodge?

Is the convenience of the applicant to be considered in a case where a

Speedy report is desired ?"

There is no landmark of regulation as to the time which may be
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taken by a Committee of investigation. In the nature of things such

a Committee could not well be bound to any prescribed limits of nar

row dimensions. The convenience of an applicant should have but

secondary consideration. The man who puts in his application to a

Masonic Lodge must expect to wait until all needful enquiries have

been made and until the body‘is ready to take action upon the petition.

Patience is becoming to one who is on the outside asking for admission

within the lines of Freemasonry. At the same time there ought to be

no unnecessary delay on the part of a Committee of investigation in

doing its work and presenting a report. A Worshipful Master can dis

charge any Committee which is negligent of its duties and appoint others

who will act with more expedition.

“Is the right of visiting Masonic Lodgesa landmark? Is it an inher

ent privilege of good standing in the Fraternity which may be claimed

anywhere and everywhere ?”

The right to visit hardly seems to be a “landmark,” although it has

always been regarded as an important privilege belonging to member

ship in a lawful Lodge of Masons. Dr. Mackey says: “ Every affili

ated Mason in good standing has a right to visit any other Lodge,

wherever it may be. as often as it may suit his pleasure or conveni

ence.” Freemasonry, broadly defined, is but one institution. A Mason

in one place is a Mason everywhere, and if he is rightfully entitled to

sit with the brethren of his own Lodge, it follows that he is entitled to

sit with the Craft whenever and wherever convened. This is the logi~

cal outcome of the proposition that Freemasonry is a universal institu

tion—that its members constitute but one family. But the right to

visit is subject to many limitations. Lodges have rights as well as in

dividual brethren. Thus some Masonic Lodges choose to transact

business when none but members are present; and Grand Lodges have

frequently decided that a Subordinate Lodge may exclude all visitors

at such time if it shall so decide. Then again, if the entrance of a

visitor would disturb the harmony of a Lodge—if his presence would

be distasteful to any member, that member may object, and, in most

cases, the would be visitor is kept on the outside. The “ right of ob

jection " is just as sacred as the “ right to visit,” and both are subject

to certain limitations, while a final decision as to the application of

either so called “right” rests with the Master of the Lodge. The

two rules may seem to conflict, but usually there is no trouble in recog

nizing both principles and in following such a course as will preserve

the equities involved in any special case.
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Editorial flutes.

In looking over a copy of the Boston Masonic Mirror under date of

October 23, 1830, we read with much interest a report of the laying of

the corner stone of the Masonic Temple, Boston, on the 14th of that

month. Notwithstanding the prevalence of a strong Anti-Masonic

feeling in Massachusetts as elsewhere at that time, there was a numer

ous gathering to witness the impressive ceremonies. The procession is

reported to have included about two thousand Masons, among whom

the Illirror makes special mention of the Rev. Dr. Ripley of Concord,

and Major Melville, two patriots of the Revolution. John P. Bigelow

was Grand Marshal, assisted by George G. Smith and Lynde M. Wal-_

ter as aids, with eighteen assistant marshals. The procession started

at Faueuil Hall, passed through Merchants’ Row, up State and Court

streets, to the site of the Temple, next south of St. Paul’s Church on

Tremont street. The Holy Bible, Square and Compasses were borne

upon a cushion by the Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester. The ofllcers of

the Grand Lodge participating in the ceremony were as follows: Joseph

Jenkins, Grand Master; Elijah Morse, I). G. M. ; Abraham A. Dame.

S. G. W.; William J. Whipple, J. G. W.; John J. Loring, G. T.;

Rev. Asa Eaton, D. D., C. G. S.; Thomas Power, R. G. S.; Rev.

James Sabine, Rev. Samuel Osgood, I). D., Rev. James Morse, D. D ,

Rev. Charles Train and others, Grand Chaplains. An able and inter

esting address was delivered by Grand Master Jenkins. Following

the ceremony of placing the stone was a dinner in Quincy Hall, of

which about four hundred Masons partook. There were twelve regular

toasts, and more than twice that number of voluntary sentiments. An

interesting letter was read from the venerable Isaiah Thomas, then in

the eighty-second year of his age. He ‘extolled the character of the

Institution, speaking from his experience of a half century or more.

The report to which we have thus referred is alike historically and Ma

sonically suggestive.

Tue Evrroa of the Mirror, in concluding a long and interesting

report of the proceedings cOuneeted with the placing of the corner

stone of the Temple says: “The 14th of October was a proud day

for Freemasonry. Our predominant feeling is that of deep gratitude

that so many aged and respectable citizens were spared so long, and

disposed to stand to and abide by, our persecuted but not forsaken
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Association. To Masons in other parts of our State and country we

would say Boston is safe; the tempest has passed over us; its fury is

spent. Anti Masonry. after vainly attempting to carry its banner to

the poles, has been signally defeated. Let the watchwords be, steady

undfirm; and the course of the Institution will he, must be, onward !"

AMONG the strict eonstructionists in matters of Masonic procedure,

the Grand Master of North Carolina. Bro. John W. Cotten, deserves

to be classed. In his address before the Grand Lodge of the jurisdic

tion, at the last annual session, he sets forth his position in the follow

ing words: “ In the face of the clearly set forth fact that the Grand

Master possessed no prerogative to set aside the plainly written statutes

of the Grand Lodge, application for this purpose has been made to me.

These I have invariably refused. The Grand Lodge is the law-making

power, and I still feel that there is no excuse or reason for disobeying

its mandates. Indeed. I believe it would be a Masonic crime to do so.

The law is made to govern alike every Mason, and applies to the

Grand Master just as it does to the humblest Master Mason."

On another page we have noted the recent death of Brother Robert

'Macoy who has rendered a considerable service in disseminating Ma

sonic literature, both as author and publisher. He was an intelligent

and careful writer and many of the productions of his pen will long

endure. He was a man of resolute character and strong determinations

of will, and was privileged to continue the activities of his busy life

until a few days before his death which occurred January 9, 1895.

Msmasas of the Masonic Fraternity hardly need to be told that

General Lafayette was an interested Craftsman as well as an ardent

patriot. During his visit to this country in 1828-29, he was present on

many Masonic occasions and the recipient of many Masonic courtesies

at the hands of his Brethren. He officiated at the laying of the corner

stone of the monument to Baron de Kalb, at Camden, South Carolina.

The silver trowel used by him at that ceremony has recently come into

the possession of the Grand Lodge of South Carolina. that body paying

four hundred dollars for the trowel, which belonged to an individual

who was willing to dispose of it for the sum named.
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Masonic Ideals.

[The items that app'ear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some 01’ the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to " Mn

souie News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. We shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Celebration of the Festival of St

John the Evangelist, by the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts.

According to long continued prac

tice the Grand Lodge was convened

on St. John‘s Day, Dec. 26, 1894. it.

W. Bro. Edwin B. liolmes, Deputy

Grand Master, in the absence of Grand

Master M. W. Bro. Otis E. Weld, de

tained at his home by illness, presided

during the opening ceremonies. Sub

sequently he called Past Grand M aster

Samuel Wells to preside and retired

from the Grand Lodge. Past Grand

Master Wells, having assumed the

chair, appointed a committee to wait

upon the Grand Master elcct and pre

sent him for installation. M. W. Bro.

Edwin B. Holmes was then duly in

stalled as Grand Master, aftcr which

ceremony he proceeded to install R.

W. George F. Walker, Stoughton,

Senior Grand Warden; R. W. Henry

J. Mills, East Saugus, Junior Grand

Warden; R. W. John Carr, Roxbury,

Grand Treasurer. and R. W. Sereno

D. Nickerson.v Cambridge, Recording

Grand Secretary. Grand Master

Holmes then announced the follow

ing appointments: For Deputy Grand

Master, R. W. S. Lothrop Thorndike,

of Cambridge; for Corresponding

Grand Secretary, R. W. William L.

Richardson, M. D., of Boston.

The following appointments of Dis

trict Deputy Grand Masters were then

announced: E. Bentley Young, Bos

ton, District No. 1; Eugene (J. Upton,

Boston, District No. 2; Joseph ii.

Gleason, Somerville, District No. 3;

Jas. '1‘. Sherman, M. D., Dorchestcr,

District No. 4: Lewis M. (franc,

Brookline, District No. 5; Quincy

Bicknell, Jr., Lexington, District No.

6; Josiah F. Kimball, Lynn, District

No. 7; (.‘hauncey S. Richards, Dan

vcrsport, District No. 8; Isaac A. S.

Steele, Gloucester, District No. 9;

Charles H. Littlotleld, Lawrence,

District No. 10; Frederick W. Far

num, Lowell, District N0. 11; Sidney

P. Smith, Athol, District No. 12;

Franklin E. Snow, Greenfield, Dis

trict No. 13; Robert N. Richmond,

Adams. District No. 14; William P.

Wood, I’ittsticld, District No. 15;

Edwin A. Blodgett, Springfield, Dish

trict No. 16; William S. Clark,

Granby, District No. 17; Charles A.

Peabody, M. D., Worcester, District

No. 18; Loauimi B. Carr, Whitins

ville. District No. 19; Clifford A.

Cook, Milford, District No. 20; George

A. Stacy, Marlboro, District No. 2i;

Albert E. Bradley, Hyde Park, Dis

trict N0. 22; Solon R. Wright, 'i‘nuu

ton, District No. 23; Ernest W. Cal

kins, North Abiugton, District No.

24; Amos A. Lawrence, Cohasset,

District No. 25; James E. McCreel-y,

Fall River, District No. 26; Gilbert
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L. Smith, Vineyard Haven, District

No. 27; Edward L. Chase, Hyannis,

District No. 28, and Peter Ewing,

Santiago, Chile.

Grand Master Holmes also an

nounced other appointments as fol

lows: W. Bros. Rev. John Cuckson

and Rev. E. A. Horton, Boston, Grand

Chaplains; Charles E. Phipps, Bos

ton, Grand Marshal; Frank W. Kaan,

Somerville, and Chauncey E. Peck,

Wilhraham, Grand Lecturers; Henry

S. Rowe, Boston, Senior Grand Dea

con; Charles ,W. Dame, Newhnry

port, Junior Grand Deacon; Albert

L. Harwood, Newton, Senior Grand

Steward; J. Alfred Messiugcr, Tann

tou, ('harles 'l‘. Burr, Hingham and

Walter F. Lansil, Boston, Junior

Grand Stewards; Henry K. Dunton,

Brookline. Grand Sword-Bearer; Z.

L. Bit-knell, East Weymouth, Grand

Standard-Bearer; Geo. M. Rice, 2d,

Worcester, and Albert E. Carr, Rox

bury, Grand Pursnivants; also Bro.

Howard )1. Dow, North Weymouth,

Grand Organist, and Bro. John H.

Chester, Boston, Grand Tyler.

After the installation of these offi

cers various committees were ap

pointed, aud the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts was declared to be

duly organized for the ensuing Ma

sonic year.

'l‘he banquet in the evening was

numeroust attended and was charged

with Masonic fellmvship and good

cheer. The Grand Master, M. W.

Bro. Edwin B. Holmes, presided at

the after dinner exercises and pre

sented the several speakers. In re

sponse to his calls an original poem

was read by W. Bro. Charles H. Nor

ris, which was well received, and in

teresting speeches were made by Bros.

George F. Walker, Rev. John Cuck~

son, Charles Levi Woodlmry, Rev.

Adolph A. Berle, Solon W. Stevens,

Rev. R. Perry Bush, Samuel Wells,

Charles A. Welsh, Sereno D. Nicker

son, Charles C. Hutchinson, S. Lath

rop Thorndike, Frederick T). Ely and

Henry J. Mills. Each of the speakers

was heartily applauded, as was also

the Temple Quartette, which sane; at

intervals pleasing selections. The ex—

ercises were brought to ai-losc shortly

after 10 o'clock by the singing of

“Auld Lang Sync."

Public Installation of Bristol Lodge,

North Attleboro', Mass.

The officers of Bristol Lodge of

North Attleboro'. Mass, were pub

licly installed Tuesday evening, Jan

uary R, 1895. There was a large at

tendance of members of the Lodge

and their friends. The following

ofiicers were duly installed with cere

monies conducted by Past Master, '1‘.

B. Hazard, interspersed with appr0~

priate music: Worshipful Master,

Leo. A. Heilborn; Senior Warden,

Charles E._Sandland; Junior Warden,

Henry H. Curtis; 'l‘reasnrer, Abel It.

Block; Secretary, Joseph E. l’ond;

Chaplain, Rev. Fred A. [)illingham;

Marshal, William H. Metcalf; Senior

Deacon, William H. Pond; Junior

Deacon, Fred [. Got-ton; Senior Stew

ard, Charles E. Stanley; Junior Stcw~

ard, William F. Maintien; Inside SCI)—

tinel, Daniel [1. Ralph; Organist.

Stephen Stanley; Tyler, 'l‘homas it.

Jones. ‘

Following the installation Past Mas

ter Owen B. Bestor, was presented

with an elegant jewel in an appro

priate speech by Chaplain, Rev. F. A.

Dillingham. A banquet was then

served to members and their guests

in Odd Fellows "all, where the com

pany adjourned at the close of the

Lodge and musical and literary ex

ercises were enjoyed until a late hour.

The occasion was in all respects pleas

ant and successful.
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Installation of the Officers of Bristol

Commandery, North Attleboro’,

Mass.

The installation of the oflicers of

Bristol Commandcry took place Janu

ary 11, 1805, Past Eminent (‘omman

der Arthur E. (.‘odding conducting

the ceremonies which were mast im

pressive. The following officers for

the ensuing year were installed: A.

R. (frosby, eminent commander; G.

H. Sykes, generalissimo; Leo A.

lleilborn, captain general; Arthur E.

Codding, prelate; J. ll. Totten,

senior warden; (I. E. Sandland, jun

ior warden; S. E. Fisher, treasurer;

J. E. Pond, recorder; A. M. Sperry,

standard bearer; L. A. Curtis, sword

bearer; E. D. Sturtevant, warden;

C. E.Blake, sentinel.

Official Visitation of De Molay Com

mandery, Boston, Mass.

Em. Sir George II. Kenyon, Grand

Lecturer, on the twenty-fourth of

last month made the annual inspection

of De Molay (Jonunandery of Boston.

He was accompanied by a large and

brilliant stafl'and found that renowned

Commandery in its usual fine con

dition. The attendance was very large

and the official party was received

with the full ceremonial preacribed

for such occasions. The imposing

ceremonies of the Order of the Temple

were given in full and Solemn form,

the effect being greatly aided by the

large number in full costume. At the

close the visitors were entertained in

that knightly manner which is familiar

to all those who have been the guests

of De Molay Cominaudery.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Philadelphia. Masonic Home.

The Board of Managers of this In

stitution met at Masonic Temple, Phil

adelphia, Jan. 11, 1895, and transacted

considerable business relating to the

affairs of the Home. The following

named persons were elected to serve

as Managers for three years; Louis

Wagner, Thomas R. Patton, James

C. Adams, Ellsworth H. Hults, Rob

ert J. Linden, Charles J. McClary and

7.. Taylor ’dckards. The officers

elected for the ensuing year are: Pres

ident, Louis Wagner; Vice-President,

Geo. W. Kendrick ; Treasurer, Thomas

R. Patton; Secretary, Wm. Stefi‘e.

The sunnnary of donations to the

Home shows a total of $27,407.11 from

339 contributors. A noble gift of

$12,000 was received from Mrs. Queen,

one of $1,000 from Joseph M. Ben

nett, these, together with the smaller

contributions, made up a sum which

must be gratifying to the friends of

the Home and to those who find it

more blessed to give than to receive.

The Institution is a needed charity

and worthy the support and generous

gifts of the Brethren who do so much

towards its support, thus practically

exemplifying the fraternal regard

which they profess.

Death of Robert Macoy, Grand Re

corder of the Grand Commandery

of New York.

The death of this distinguished Ma

son removed from the Order an effi

cient officer. an able and upright man.

For a period of forty-four years be

filled the office of Grand Recorder of

New York Grand Commandery and

held that position at the time of his

death. He was a strong believer in

the principles and teachings of Free

masonry and did much to promote its

interests by words and works in its

behalf. His intelligent appreciation

of, and cordial sympathy with the

fundamental propositions of Freema

sonry combined to make his influence

most helpful to the Order which he

7
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honored by his service. He will long

be remembered for his generous la

bors, his eager co operation and active

interest in any cause that sought to

advance the progress of the human

race.

Bro. Macoy was born near Belfast,

Ireland, October 4. 1815, but became

a resident of the United States when

but an infant. He was made a mem

ber of Lebanon Lodge in 1848 and was

elected its Master In 1849. Afterward

be united with Americus Lodge, re

taining membership therein through

out his life. He was created a Knight

Templar in 1851, joining what is now

Palestine Counnandery, from which

he demitted in the same year that he

might assist in reviving Morton En

campment, which had long been dor~

mant. He was elected its Grand Com

mander in 1851, at which time he was

also chosen for the responsible posi

tion of Grand Recorder of the Grand

Commander-y. The illustrious Brother

was the founder of the Order of the

Eastern Star and is also well known

for his works of ritualistic compila

tion.

His funeral was held Sunday, Jan

uary 4, in Aurora Grata Cathedral

New York, and was largely attended

by prominent Masons of the State.

The services were conducted by R. E.

Sir John Bowden. Grand Commander

of the State of New York and Rev.

C. L. Twing, Grand Prelate of the

Grand Uommandery. [n the funeral

procession were about five hundred

Knights Templars together with many

prominent Masons. who thus signified

their deep respect and esteem for their

friend and brother.

Annual Meetings of Grand Bodies

in New jersey.

The Grand Council of Royal and

Select. Masters of the State of

New Jersey held its thirty-seventh

annual assembly at Masonic Hall, in

the city of Trenton, on Tuesday, Jan

uary 22,1895, at three o‘clock, P. M.

The usual amount of business was

transacted. and the Cryptic Rite was

reported in a good condition in the

State. The following are the list of

the elected and appointed Grand Offl

eers: Grand Master, Isaac Lowdcr

stein. Trenton; D. G. M., Frederick

C. Hawkins, Newark; G. P. W., Al

gernon G. Yothers Camden; G. Re.

corder, Charles Bechtel, P. G. M.,

Trenton; G. Treasurer, Gilbert 8

Slack, P. G. M., Trenton; (l- Chap

lain, Daniel Demorest, P. G. M., Pas

saic; G. Capt. of Guard, John B.

Bertholf, Jersey City; G. Marshal,

George W. Howell, New Brunswick;

G. Steward, David H. Lnkins, Tren

ton; G. Sentinel, Alfred T. Osmond,

Trenton.

The Masonic Veteran Association of

the Grand Lodge of New Jersey, met

in the Lodge room in Masonic Hall,

at Trenton, January 23, 1895, at eight

o‘clock, P. M. The reports of secre

tary and treasurer were read and ap

proved. The President, Robert M.

Moore, P. G. M., delivered his annual

address. George W. Fortmeyer, P.

D. G. M., delivered the address on ne

erology. An address was also delir

ered by W. Bro. Joseph H. Gaskill.

His subject was the terms and deriva

tion of the word U. S. M., A. F. and

A. M. and F. and A. M.

The officers elected were: Hamilton

Wallis, P. G. M., President: George

W. Fortmeyer, P. D. G. M., 1st Vice

President; Joseph W. Congdon, P.

G. M., 2d Vice-President; Jacob

Ringle, P. l). I). G. M.. 3d Vice—Pres

ident; Frederick G. Wicse. P. M.,

'i'rcasurer; Alfred I). Winfield, P. M.,

Secretary.

The Grand Lodge of New Jersey

held its one hundred and eighth An
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ntutl Communication at Masonic Hall,

in the city of Trenton, N. J., on

Wednesday and 'l‘hurstiny, January

23 and 2t, 189-"). The address of the

M. W. G. M. was a long and interest

ing paper. On Wednesday morning

the Grand Lodge was visited by R.

W. Bro. Stewart, D. G. M. and R. W.,

E. M. L. Ehlcrs, G. Secretary of the

Grand Lodge of New York. R. W.,

N. Henderson, G. M., ii. W. Bro.

Kelly, D. G. M., R. W. Bro. Graham,

G. W; R. W. Bro. Wagner, J. G.

W., and other members of the Grand

Lodge of Pennsylvania and also R.

W., Michael Arnold, P. G. M., of Pa.

The usual amount of business was

transacted. 'l‘wo Lodges were granted

warrants, Sileutia, N0. 168, created at

Boiler, and iialcdon, No. 169, located

at Haiedon within Passaic County.

The following is the list of elected

and appointed Grand Ol-iicers who were

installed by M. W., James H. Durand,

P. G. M.: Grand Master, Charles

liclcher, Newark; D. G. M., George

W. Fortmeyer, East Orange; S. G.

W., Josiah W. Ewan, Mount Holly;

J. G. W., Joseph E. Moore, Jersey

City; G. Treasurer, Charles Bechtel,

Trenton; G. Secretary, Thomas H. R.

Rcdway, Trenton; D. G. Secretary,

William D ltutan, Newark; G. Chap

lains, Rev. Henry A. Griessemcr,

Haddonflcld, and Rev. Emile A.

Meury, Jersey City; G. instructor,

Henry S. Hahn-s, Burlington; S. G.

D., Austin ii. McGregor, Newark;

J. G. D., Elmer E. Smith, Newark;

G Marshal William A.Gay, Newark;

S. G. Steward, David George, Orange;

J. G. Steward, (‘harles (7. Howard,

Pluinfleld; G. Sword-Bearer, John W.

Bodine, Mount Holly; G. Pursuivant,

Daniel G. Baird, Beverly; G. 'l‘yler,

Luther H. Skillman, Trenton; G. Or

ganist, Bro. C. Forntan Smith, New

ark. R. W. District. Deputy Grand

Masters: 1st District, Benjamin F.

Roray, Cederville; 2d District, Alfred

J. Briggs, ltiverton; 3d District, W.

liolt Apgar, Trenton; 4th District,

Charles Miller, Keyport; 5th District,

Anthony Schodcr, Woodbridge; 6th

District, John H. Wilkins, Newark;

7th District, Benjamin F. Wakefield,

Jersey City; 8th District, Henry F_

Lydecker, Hackensack; 9th District,

Allton H. Sherman, Orange; 10th

District, Alden E. Martin, Hacketts

town; lith District, Adoph Laukar

ing, Hobokcn; 12th District, Levi D.

Johnson, Viueland.

The foregoing report was furnished

to the REPOSITORY by W. Bro. Juo.

M. Knapp, Grand Representative of

Rhode island, near the Grand Lodge

of New Jersey.

THE WEST.

Fifty Years of Grand Lodge History

in Michigan.

The Grand Lodge of Michigan was

organized in Detroit a little more than

fifty years ago. Bro. John Muilett

‘was the first Grand Master anti Bro.

E. Smith Lee was the first Grand Sec

retary. At the last session of the

Grand Body arrangements were made

for celebrating the semi-centennial

occasion in a suitable manner, and the

festival of St. John the Baptist, June

24, 1895, was fixed upon as the time

of holding the commemorative exer

cises. The official announcement has

now been made and invitations sent

out to prominent Craftsmen in differ

out parts of the country. It is ex

pected that there will be a notable

gathering and services appropriate to

so suggestive an anniversary. The

officers of the Grand Lodge of Michi

gan for the present year are as fol

lows: Wm. H. Phillips, M. W. Grand
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Master; Edwin L BoWring, R. W.

Dep. Grand Master; John J. Carton,

R. W. Senior Grand Warden; Lou B.

Winsor, R. \V. Junior Grand Warden;

William Wente, R. W. Grand Treas

urer; Jefl‘erson S. Conover, R. W.

Grand Secretary; Arthur M. Clark,

R W. Grand Lecturer; Rev. A. A.

Knappen, R. W. Grand Chaplain;

James Bradley, W. Senior Grand

Deacon; Frank T. Lodge, W. Junior

Grand Deacon; Lucian E. Wood, W.

Grand Marshal; Alex. McGregor,

W. Grand Tyler.

Death of Wm. B. Trul'ant. '

Bro. William B. Trufant, the popu

lar Superintendent of the Union depot

in Denver, Col., died at his home in

that city, after a brief illness, on Dec.

10, 1894. Many Knights Templars

who attended the Triennial Conclave

of the Grand Encampment in that

city, in 1892, will recall meeting the

esteemed Craftsman on that occasion.

The present writer met the brother

who has so lately passed over to the

majority on that occasion, and was

gratified in identifying him with a

young man known in Bath, Maine,

more than a quarter of a century be

fore that date. Bro. Trufant was a

residcnt of Bath during the stirring

days of the civil war. a 1863 he en

listed as an active ensign in the United

States Navy and was soon assigned to

the Mississippi Squadron. He took an

active part in many engagements and

was severely wounded by the blowing

up of the Shawmut at Fort St. Philip,

February 20, 1865. For some time he

was an inmate of the Brooklyn naval

hospital under treatment for the se

vere injuries received. He recovered

his health and strength in good

measure and received an honorable

discharge from the naval service

August 19. 1865. He engaged in rail

road business first at Omaha, then at

Cheyenne, and when the Union Sta

tion was opened in Denver, in 1881,

he was chosen to fill the important

position of Superintendent. He he an

his Masonic career in Bath, having

been initiated in Polar Star Lodge of

that city in 1865. He had taken other

degrees and Orders in Cheyenne and

Denver and wasjustly prominent as a.

Mason and Knight Templar. He was

a man of marked individuality, of

genuine worth, esteemed by all who

new him.

Flourishing Masonic Lodges in

Chicago.

The Illinois Freemason furnishes an

interesting exhibit of the numerical

strength of twenty Symbolic Lodges

in Chicago. The following is a sum

mary of its statement, by which it ap

pears that the 20 Lodges contain 7,036

members, or an average of 350 to each

Lodge. The number of members as

reported is as follows: Oriental, 2833

members; Garden City, 458', Wm B.

Warren. 292; Cleveland, 403; Dear

born, 471; Kilwinning, 361 ; Hesperia,

37.7; Landmark, 255; Chicago, 280;

Pleiades, 335; Home, 319 ; Evans, 340;

Covenant. 6-18; Harlem 259; Lincoln

Park, 359; Apollo, 277; De Witt

Cregier, 278; Garfield, 390; Eagle

wood, 368; Mispah, 283.

THE SOUTH.

Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of North Carolina.

The Grand Lodge convened at Ma

sonic Hall, Raleigh, on Tuesday, Jan.

8, 1895, there being 283 representa

tives in attendance, the largest num

ber for several years. Grand Master

John W. Cotton presided and deliv

ered an address of much interest. The

proceedings were chiefly of local

character. The matter of extending

largely increased aid to the Oxford

Orphan Asylum was considered, and

about $4,000 was raised by the Grand

Lodge for that deserving institution.

The following named officers were

elected for the year ensuing: F. M.

Moye, Wilson, Grand Master; R. J.

Noble, Selma, Deputy Grand Master;

Walter E. Moore, Jackson, Senior

Grand Warden; James A. Leach,

Lexington, Junior Grand Warden;

William Simpson, Raleigh, Grand

Treasurer; John C. Drewry, Raleigh,

Grand Secretary; J. M. Currin, 0x

ford, Director Oxford Orphan Asy

um.
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Masonic Meetings, February, 1895.

[This list is intended 10lnclude meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate viclnlty, other than

We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in lime various

Masonic bodlel, to be able to present a complete and accurate list for each month.—Enl’ron.]

those held In Providence.

LODGES.

Atlantic . . . . . . . . .No. 31. . . . . New Shoreham . . . . . . . . . . . .Snturday evening, 9.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1‘uesday “ 12.

Barney Merry.. . No. 29. .. Pawlucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 25.

Charity. . . . . . . . .No 23. .. . Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘hursday ‘ 7.

Doric. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 38. . . . Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wedncsdny " 13.

Eureka . . . . . . . . . .No. 22.. . . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 5.

Friendship. . . . . . .No. 7... . .Chepnchet.. .\. . . ... . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 9.

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No 20... . . Westerly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tuesday “ 5.

Granite . . . . . . . .No. 26. . . .Harrisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 16.

Hamilton . . . . . . . .No. 15. . . . .Clayville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Suturday " 9.

Harmony . . . . ..No. 9, . .Pawtuxet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘ucsday " 5.

Hope . . . . . .. .. . .No. 25. . . . . Wakefield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday " 6.

Ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 28. . .Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 8.

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . ..No_ 24. . . . .Central Falls . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 18.

King Solomon's...No. 11.....East Greenwich . . . . . . . . . ..'I‘uesday “ 5.

Manchester. . . . . ..No. 12.. ..An1hony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 8.

Mount Moriah...No. 8.....Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 8,

Morning Star. . .. No. 13 . ..Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thnrsday “ 7.

Rising Sun. .....N0. 30.. . East Providence. .....Friday “ 22.

Roger Williams. .No. 32. .. .Cenlrednle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 2.

St. Alban's. . . . .. No. 6 Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday " 6.

St. John‘s . . . . . . . .No. 1.. . . .Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.

St. Paul’s . . . . .. No. 14.....Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 11.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No.18. . Greenville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday ". 9.

Union. . . . . . . . . .No. 10 .intncket . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 6.

Unin . . . . . . . . . . .No. 34. . . . .Lonsdnle. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesdny “ 5.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..Tnesday “ 12.

Warwick . . . . . . . ..No. 16. .. Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 7,

Washington... .. No. 3.... Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘uesday “ 5.

Washington . . . . . . N0. 5.. . . . Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday " 4.

ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS.

Aqnidneck . . . . . ..No. 9.. . . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . ..M0nday evening, 4_

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No. 7. ...Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 13.

Hope. . . . . . . . .. No. 6. ..Bristol... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 4.

Landmark . . . . .. No. 10.....Phenix. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 15.

Newport . . . . . . ..No. 2.....Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesdny “ 26.

Puwtnckct . . . . . ..No. 4. . . . Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wednesday " 13.

Temple. . . . . . . . . - N0. 3. . .Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ , Wednesday “ ]3_

Scituate . . . . . . . ..No. 8. . . . . Scituate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 16.

Union . . . . . . . . . ..N0. 5. ..Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.
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COUNCILS, R. AND S. .\l

Deblois. . . . . . . . ..N0. 5.....Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday evening,

Piiwtuckel . . . . . . .No. 2. ...Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.

Webb . . . . . . . . ..No. 3.....Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday " 12.

Woonsocket. .. . .No. 4... . . Woonsocket . (Annual).'l‘uesday. " 19.

COMMANDERIES.

Brlslo!.. . . . . . . . . . . . . N0. 29. . ..Norlh Attlehoro, Muss. Friday evening, 8.

Godfrey de Bouillon..No. 25... ..Fall River, Mass. . . . . . ..Wednesduy "

Holy Sepulchre . . . . ..No. 8. .. Pawlucket . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 15.

Narragansett . . . . . . . ..No. 27... . .Weslerly. (Annual).Monday “ 11.

Sutton. . . . . . . ........No. 16 New Bedford, Mass ...'1‘hursda_y "

Woonsocket. . . . . . . . ..No. ...Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . . ..'I‘uesday “ i2.

SCOTTISH RITE BODIES.

Van Renselaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday evening,

Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR FEBRUARY. 1895.

St. John‘s Lodge, No. 1. Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday evening, 20.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tbursday “ 7.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. Friday “ 22.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Fridny " 1.

Corinthian Lodge. No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday “ 12.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday " ll.

Orpheus Lodge. No 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wednesday “ l3.

Neatell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .Thursday " 14.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, N0. 1... .. . . . . . . . ..Thursduy “ 21.

Providence Council, Crvplic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Friday “ 8.

St. John's Commandery. No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 14.

Calvary Commandery. No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 5.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday " 27.

Adelphoi Lodge, No.33, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tnesday “ 5.
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Rhode Eilsiand and Hioinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items 0! local interest will appear

Secretaries and olherotiiccrs of Masonic bodies, nnd interested brethren, are invited and urged to

furnish material for thin department. Reports, notices, etc., received by the Editor not later than

the 20tb ofnny month will find place in the issue of the month ncxl. following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.|

THE DEATH 0t Bro. William 0. Hammond', of Saint Johns Lodge, Provi

dence, aftera very brief illness—an illness in fact so short that very few knew

of it until his death was announced, came like a shoek to his numerous friends

both within and without the Fraternity. Brother Hammond was a well

known and highly esteemed business man. and his fine presence and kindly

disposition made him a tnan whose acquaintance was to be sought and whose

friendship was an honor. He became a member of the Lodge in 1870 and also

held membership in Chapter and Commandery, all which bodies were largely

represented at his funeral, January 17, 1895.

IT IS PLEASANT to note that the Masonic Building Association, of Auburn,

has declared a dividend to its stockholders. This Association is largely com

posed of the brethren of Doric Lodge, the youngest chartered Lodge in the

jurisdiction, which has in the new building a tiner appointed suite of apart

ments. Soon after the establishment of the Lodge a movement was set on

foot to build, and to that end the company was organized and the above result

quickly brought about. It reflects great credit upon the enterprising brethren

of Doric- Lodge.

THE: ANNUAL MEETING 0! the stockholders ot the. Freemasons' Hail Com

pany was held January 21 1895, in the dining hall. The annual reports were

received and they show a degree of prosperity highly gratifying. The direc

tors declared a semi-annual dividend of two per cent. upon the capital stock,

payable Feb. 15th. The old board of directors was re-elected unanimously.

THE MEMBERS 0! the Fraternity in and around Pawtucket are vigorously

at work organizing a company something after the style of the Freemasons‘

Hall Company, of this city, with the view of providing a more comntodious

home than their present quarters which they have long outgrown. The mat

ter is in the hands of an energetic committee and promises success. Such an

enterprise is commendable, and wherever brought to successful issue has

proved of great benefit to the Craft as it is the outward sign of Its prosperity

and an evidence of its stability. '

SAINT JOHNS LODGE, No. 1, Providence, has just issued from the press of

Messrs. E. L. Freeman 86 Son, an edition of its By-Laws as revised and adopted

during the last year. The work is neatly gotten up and in convenient form.

Besides the By-Laws the book contains a complete list, to date, of the living

members.
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A brief history of the Lodge and chronological list of all those who have

been or are now its members, is in preparation and will be published as soon

as circumstances will permit.

A'r 'l‘ms ANNUAL MEETING of Saint Johns Lodge, No.1, Providence, was

exhibited the apron which was worn by General William Barton. :1 member of

the Lodge, in the precession, Jan. 9, 1800, to honor the memory of George

Washington. The apron is in an eXcellent state of preservation and of elabo

rate workmanship, hearing various Masonic emblems. It is the property of a

descendant of Gen. Barton, a young man who is the son of a member of the

Lodge and who is impatiently waiting the arrival of his twenty-first birthday

in order that he may have the right to wear it.

'l‘nr: Rhone [SLAND MASONIC VETERAN ASSOCIATION held its quarterly

meeting Jan. 18th, in the parlors ol.’ the Freemasons” Hall. About sixty were

present and- the “ old timers “ seemed to enjoy the social features as of yore.

“These meetings bring together those who were associated together in Masonic

aii'airs a score or more of years ago, and while under the circumstances it is

not possible to refrain from “ looking back " the members are up -to the times

and retain a lively interest in the affairs of their respective Lodges and the

Craft generally, and they observe with pleasure the interest taken by those to

whom is now committed the welfare of the Fraternity.

THE ONE lilJNann AND Foa'rr-Fn-‘TH ANNUAL COMMUNICATION of St.

Johns Lodge, No. 1, Newport, was held on the evening of the 17th of Dec.,

ult. -

R.-. W.'. Arthur II. Armington‘, 4th D.-. D.-. G.'. M.'. was present and pre

sided at the election and installed the oflicers.

Ms. W.-. Elisha H. Rhodes, Grand Master of Masons of Rhode Island was

also present and addressed the Lodge. The following is a list of officers

elected and appointed for the year ensuing: W9. William B. Scott, Master;

Bro. Joseph Gibson, 2d, S. W.; Bro. William B DeBlois, J. W.; W.-.

James G. 'l‘opham, Treas; R. W.-. Ara Hildreth, Sec‘y; Rev. Bro. James

M. Craig, Chaplain; Bro. Allen C. Griffith, S. D.; Bro. Frank P. Gladding,

Jv D.; Bro. Andrew S. Mickie, S. 5.; Bro. Harry L. Burbridge, J. 5.;

Bro. Stephen '1‘. Goddard, Sentinel; Bro. James M. Bryer, Marshal; Bro.

William Carry, Musical Director: Bro. J. Gottlieb Spingler, 'l‘yler.

THE MosT Woasmrrm, GRAND MASTER OF MASONS in Rhode Island has

issued a dispensation for the formation of a new Lodge to be called Saint

Andrew and located at Riverside. The new Lodge is to have exclusive iuris

diction over a territory which includes Drownville and the populous villages

between that point and the jurisdiction of Rising Sun and the Providence ~

Lodges. The new Lodge starts out under very favorable auspices, the

petitioners being well known as capable and energetic craftsmen, and they are

hard at work. It is the intention of these brethren, as soon as the charter for

which they intend to ask at the May session of the Grand Lodge shall have

been granted, to build a hall of their own at some convenient point within

their territory, and steps toward that end have already been taken. May

success attend them.
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Ellflistant Things.

Oh, white is the sail in the Faraway,

And dirty the sail at the deck;

And fair are the cliffs across the bay,

And hle is the near by rock.

Though glitters the snow on the peaks afar,

At our feet it is only white;

And bright is the gleam of the distant star,

Though a lamp were twice as bright!

The rose that nods hcyondour reach

Is redder than rose of ours;

Of thought that turns our tongue to speech

Our fellows have greater dowel-s.

The waters that flow from hidden springs

Arc sweeter than those by our side—

So we strive through life for the distant things

And are never satisfied.

So we strive through life for the distant things,

But crer they hold their place;

Till beats life's dream and death doth come,

And we look in his mocking face.

And the distant thian crowd near and close,

And, faith, they are dingy and gray!

For charm is lust when the line is crossed

"l‘wixt Here and Faraway.

For the charm is lost when the line is crossed

And we see all things as they are,

And know that as clean is the sail at the dock

As the sail on the sea afar;

As bright the rays of the near-by lamp

As the gleam 0f the distant star.

-—-E. I. Half-man.
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His Impulsive Friend.

{ quired a diligent search to find in the great city which had

been his home from birth a happier young gentleman than

Reginald Mabley. Of the bluest of New England blood, boasting of

an honored ancestry, possessed of an independent fortune, graduated

with high honors at Harvard, he had a pride, void of vanity, that had

enabled him to emulate and maintain thehigh sense of honor of his

race. and amid the vices of the age.

At the age of twenty-two, he and his college mate and familiar friend,

Harry Dalton, had followed in their fathers’ footsteps by joining the

Masonic Order. The devotion of these two friends was such as to ren

der them almost inseparable. It was when Reginald was twenty-five

that a cloud, faint at first, but steadily growing, loomed above their

life horizon. Though it threatened but one of the two friends, the

other felt intensely the evil it presaged. Consumption had hurried

Harry Dalton's father to his grave, and the fell disease, following

swift on a severe cold, now fastened on the son. From that hour ‘

Reginald Mahley had but one object in life—t0 care for his nearest and

dearest friend. The most skillful physicians of the land, supplemented

by travel, put off the inevitable end for eighteen months, and Reginald

folded the ice-cold hands of his friend above his pulseless heart, and

felt as if he had lost a part of his own life that time could not restore.

“He shall be my chief care, my dear Harry,” had said Reginald

time and again to his dying friend.

The person here referred to was Frank Dalton, the younger brother

and only living relative of Harry Dalton, excepting some so distant

that they had never been sought out. Frank was nineteen at the death

of his brother, to whom he bore no resemblance. He had inherited the

blue eyes and fair complexion of his mother, and was a picture of

health and physical strength. His athletic feats excited the admira

tion of his fellows, among whom he was an acknowledged leader. It

is not strange that he at his age, in the full exuberance of young life,

should recover from the shock of his brother's death more quickly than

did Reginald. The latter's first step after his friend's funeral was

toward fulfilling the vow he had made. Frank Dalton was of that

peculiar temperament that requires constant surveillance. Impulsive,

mentally as well as physically strong, he needed an older and guiding

@ NTIL he had attained his twenty-fifth year it would have re

u
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hand. Fortunately, he admired his brother’s friend, Reginald, and

gladly accepted his voluntary guardianship. To enable Reginald to

carry out the letter and spirit of his pledge necessitated a change in the

mode of his every-day life. His young friend could not dine with 'him

at his club, nor sleep where night overtook him. His dead friend's

brother, his brother's brother, must have a home!

A maiden aunt who resided in one of the interior cities of the State,

and whose special idol was Reginald. joyfully accepted his offer to

come to the city and superintend a home he had purchased in a fash

ionable quarter. Dorothea Gwynn, his mother’s sister, was not the

typical old maid of the newspaper " funny man "—those caricaturists

of humanity who, like the fashionable woman described by the poet,

would turn away from the picture of a dying Saviuor to lampoon the

pattern of the high priest's garment. Lively, chatty, cheerful, the etu—

hodiment of good humor among her intimates, she knew when and

where to be dignified, and performed her social duties with a grace and

case that at once gave her position and influence in select circles. Her

native tact soon asserted itself in her control over young Dalton, who

became her willing and obedient vassal. He felt proud to be permitted

to call her “ Aunt Dorothea," and right pleasant it was to hear her in

trodnce him as “my adopted nephew, one of my especial favorites,

you know.”

Among the young ladies who called on Aunt Dorothea was a Miss

Agnes Van Allen, a descendant, as the name indicates, of that thrifty

band of Hollanders who settled Manhattan Island, and who have

sought substantial wealth rather than followed the airy phantom of

fame. She had.become acquainted with Aunt Dorothea at a seaside

summer resort, and was now a pupil at the Conservatory of Music, and

was regarded as a treasure by her instructors. She had been urged to

fit hesclt‘ for the operatic stage, but she could seldom be induced to

sing, even in social circles. She was rarely beautiful withal, but

seemed all unconscious of the possession of such wonderful charms.

She was a brunette of the Southern type—an inheritance from her

mother. Her clear olive complexion was supplemented by eyes of the

clearest hazel, that could melt with tenderness or flash with scorn.

She was too proud for coquetry, and if she knew her powers of fasci~

nation, she never attempted to exercise them. It was known that she

was an orphan, and had inherited a considerable fortune. These facts,

with her beauty and her voice, had given her the entree of society, and

she and Aunt Dorothea became fast friends.

Her calls were usually made in fashionable hOurs, and it so happened

\
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that Reginald Mabley had not met her for several weeks after her first

visit to his home. One day, however, she had yielded to Aunt

Dorothea’s request to stay to tea. At five o’clock, Reginald, accom

panied by Frank, entered the main hall, when the sound of music fell

upon their ears. They stood still to listen. A single voice with a

parlor organ accompaniment. We must leave the reader to imagine,

for we have not the faculty of describing. the liquid melody that en

tranced at least one of the listeners. The singing ceased, and Reginald

and Frank entered the parlor, where they found Aunt Dorothea, a

couple of lady acquaintances, and Agnes Van Allen. They were in

troduced to the latter, and the ice being already broken, she favored

,those present with two more songs. Reginald Mablcy, all uncon

sciously, had met his fate. Many an anxious mother had indulged

hopes that her petted darling might be the winner of the hand and

shekels—to say nothing of the heart—of the handsome and talented

heir of the house of Mabley, but no preference had he ever shown,

and after the death of his friend and brother. he held himself aloof

from society, and never seemed 50 well contented as when, at morn and

eve, young Frank was near him, the college the latter was attending

being only two or three miles distant. He seemed to lavish the love

for the elder brother on the impulsive youth, and chinald’s lightest

word could check Frank’s impetuous outbursts in a moment. The

youth had learned to love and honor his young guardian.

It soon became a recognized fact that in the circles in which he

moved that Reginald Mabley was in his own quiet way paying atten

tion to the beautiful songstrcss, and many predicted it would be a

match. To see the two standing side by side, or mingling in the mazes

of the dance, was a picture to win admiration from even the stoical.

But Reginald Mabley was not one to yield easily to charms, however

potent.

No one was more conscious than he that his position in social life,

his honorable descent, his education and his wealth were all in his

favor, and that he might aspire to the brightest star in the social

galaxy. And, he asked himself, was there to be found a lovelier star

than the fair songstress? And her voice! How it thrilled him to his

heart’s core.

And Agnes Van Allen? She certainly was not blind to the homage

paid her, however deftly Reginald attempted to conceal his passion.

But if her own heart was touched, nothing in her manner betrayed her.

Her attitude toward him was that of profound respect, of close atten

tion to his every word, but there was nothing of exultation over her
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conquest. She received his devotion as if it were her right—not a mat

ter even for comment. And thus having drifted together, the current

bore them steadily onward, and society looked forward to another

fashionable wedding to be added to the list. The two met at ball or

party or concert, and yet “ the season ” passed, and Reginald had not

declared himself. The summer came, and everybody and his wife

were out of town, and the announcement that Miss Agnes Van Allen

had reached Newport and was the guest of the Hon. Mr. and Mrs.

Harvey Blood, was followed a week after by the announcement of the

arrival of Mr. Reginald Mabley. And before the summer was over he

was completely enthralled.

Caesar hesitated on the bank of the Rubicon, and, to compare small

things with great, Reginald halted on the brink of declaration. He had

one friend in whom he knew he could confide, one in whose judgment

he had implicit confidence—that one, Aunt Dorothea. He knew that

the glamour of love had bewildered thousands as wise or far wiser than

he, and before he spoke the word that might bind him for life, he

would consult her whose love for him was pnquestioned. and whose

cooler blood was undisturbed by the passions that swayed him. But for

this delay our story would never have been written.

Aunt Dorothea did not hesitate to declare her opinion. If Agnes

returned Reginald’s love, she saw no reason why they should not wed.

Her parentage was reputed all it should be, her social position well de

fined, and whether her fortune was large or small was not for a

moment to be weighed in the balance. Reginald hesitated no longer.

He resolved to call on Agnes the next evening and learn his fate. On

the next day, however, she called on his aunt, and surprised that ex

cellent lady by informing her that she had given up her excellent

quarters at the fashionable boarding-house of Madam Raymond, and

secured a home as the only boarder at Mrs. Resor's, the widow of a

distinguished clergyman.

“l have my own piano, you know, Miss Gwynn,’ said she, and

Mrs: Resor is excellent company, and I pay her what she regards as

liberal, in truth, more than I paid Madame Raymond, and I enjoy it

heartily.”

Aunt Dorothea and Reginald had met Mrs. Resor frequently, and

admired her for her many amiable qualities, and Christian graces.

But they could not understand why Agnes should thus isolate herself.

However, Reginald did not forego his determination to call on that

evening on the fair songstress, and at seven o'clock he rang the bell

at Mrs. Resor's door. At that instant the door opened, and the gas

I
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light revealed Agnes standing not three feet away, shaking the hand

of a flashin dressed gentleman, and to him, as he entered, Agnes in

troduced to him as

“ My friend, Mr. Silex.”

Silex! Her friend? Reginald was astounded. Howard Silex, the

‘ associate of gamblers, the frequenter of bar-rooms, whose diamonds,

gaudily displayed. were the envy of the Tones of the city; Silex, who

seemed in his glory in the pool-room or on the race-track, the friend of

the woman he loved? But he recovered his senses sufficiently to follow

Agnes into the parlor, and assumed an ease he was very far from feel

ing. While Reginald was feverish and embarrassed. Agnes entered

into coversation with her accustomed grace and freedom, as it‘ the

coming and going of her friend, Mr. Silex, had been a trifling incident

in her every-day life. No one knew better than she the cause of

Reginald’s embarrassed manner; no one knew better than she the esti

mate in which Howard Silex was held by_ the community. And yet

she sat there, to all appearance perfectly self-possessed, sang with her

i usual force and melody when requested to do so, and yet at the end of

an hour when Reginald arose to go, she bade him good evening, and

asked him to call again without a quaver in her voice, although she

believed in her heart of hearts that it would be long ere his feet would

tread that parlor floor again. There came with this reflection a strange

light to her eye, and her lips murmured something that might have been

a prayer or a malediction. ‘

The next morning there was a serious conference between Reginald

and Aunt Dorothea, and both came to the same conclusion—that a

woman who could claim Howard Silex as her friend was not to be

thought of as a suitable match for a Mabley.

But the mystery of the matter! What possible connectibn could

there be between the beautiful and accomplished Agnes Van Allen. and

Howard Silex. the companion of gamblers and ban 'vivants? A lover,

was he? Nonsense! But a friend certainly. Had she not said so?

Three days after, Reginald Mabley was on his way to Europe. He

returned eighteen months after in time to see his young ward, Frank

Dalton, graduate with honor. Aunt Dorothea had proven an excellent

mentor, and the young man had done credit to her management. It

was his earnest wish to ally himself with the Masonic fraternity, and of

course Reginald did not‘oppose him. In six months after, he had at

tained his degrees. But prior to this an event happened that deserves

record. An uncle of Reginald had died, and left an only daughter of

eighteen. Residing in the far West, they had not met for years. The



mamasoms REPOSITORY. 287

uncle had died suddenly, having made no will. But'he was free from

debt, his estate was easily settled, and Reginald offered the daughter a

home. She came, and Reginald and Aunt Dorothea’s kindly hearts

went out to the lovely girl.

“ Pearl Mabley, and what a pearl she is," exclaimed Aunt Dorothea

when she was alone with Reginald. “ Her presence in the house is a

benediction. Their fortunes are about equal, I judge, and what a wife

she would make for our Frank! My dear Reginald, can't you find

some one to take that Van Allen girl’s place in your heart?”

" My dear aunt. that Van Allen girl, as you lightly call her, was, I

fear, the beginning and end of my life’s romance. I sometimes sepa

rate her from that fellow Silex in my mind, and my heart tells me I

love her yet. She is in New York, I understand, but Mrs. Resor told

one of our friends that she would spend some time here this summer.”

“ By the by,” said aunt Dorothea, “ Frank called on her frequently

while you were away, before she left, and during the vacation he went

to New York, and met her frequently. I regretted this, but I did not

dare to confide in him enough to give my reasons for not wishing him

to call. He thinks her perfectly angelic, to use his own words."

“I must explain matters to him,” said Reginald, and he sought an

early opportunity to do so. Frank was astonished beyond measure.

“ Yes,” said he, “I saw Silex three times when I called, but I sup

posed he had some business with Mrs. Resor. But, Reginald, my best,

my dearest friend, and friend and brother of my dead brother, pardon

me I beg of you,” and the tears came to the honest, big-hearted fel

low's eyes as he spoke; “ Oh! pardon me, if I ask if you let this one

fact come between you and the woman you loved ?"

“ Yes, this is one fact, my dear Frank. Was it not enough?”

“ No! no! a thousand times, no! Now, don’t laugh at me,

Reginald, but when I was in New York. I went to Fowler’s, and had

my cranium manipulated, and have the chart, and it gave me credit for

excellent judgment of human nature. Now I will stake my reputation,

as I would stake my existence, that there is some simple explanation

of the tie that binds the pure, beautiful Agnes Van Allen. and that

flashy, seeming adventurer, Howard Silex. Think of it, my dear

Reginald ! She, she could never voluntarily contract a friendship with

a man of such stamp. It is not in the nature of things. They call me

impulsive. Well, my impulse would have been to have informed Agnes,

on that night eighteen months ago, when you saw Silex there, just

how he stood in the community, and brought matters to a focus at

once. You see, she, true woman that she is, could not meet such as
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he on an equality.' He may be a relative whom she would not desert.

Her father and his father may have been bosom friends. A dozen ex

planations present themselves as possible, or even probable. And

you a lover toss the loved one aside on suspicion, without investigation

or inquiry. But you are not impulsive—I am!

“ Frank, you have taught me a lesson. I will try to see Agnes when

she comes, for I love her yet.” '

But impulse is too rapid a coach for Reflection to ride in. Frank

was now twenty-one, had control of his means, and the morning after

taking his last degree, he announced to Aunt Dorothea and Pearl that

he would be absent a few days, and he heartily kissed the good lady,

and squeezed Pearl’s hand just enough to bring blushes to her cheek,

and went away. Forty-eight hours after, Reginald Mabley received the

following dispatch :

“ Come to New York at once. All is explained. My friend, Howard

Silex will welcome you. FRANK.”

“ More brains than you and I both, Reginalt ,” was Aunt Dorothea's

comment. ,

On his arrival at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York, he met Frank

and Howard Silex. The latter was elegantly attired, with the manners

and bearing of the polished gentleman, his only ornament a modest

pearl stud that adorned his shirt front. Once seated in Frank's room,

Howard Silex said: '

" I fear, Mr. Mabley, that I have innocently led you to forming an

unfavorable opinion of my good cousin, Miss Van Allen. ] urged her,

after meeting you nearly two years since at Mrs. Resor’s, to allow me

to explain. I knew you were paying her some attention, and believing

your motives honorable, I thought an explanation due her and you.

She refused. She said she could wait. I will not enter into details.

My uncle, Agnes’ father, shortly before he died, was swindled out of

some mining shares now valued at two hundred thousand dollars. 'I‘o'

recover these, I dropped my surname, Van Allen, and for nearly two

years passed simply as Howard Silex, the companion and intimate of

gamblers and adventurers. Suffice it to say that, without throwing a

card or drinking even a glass of wine, I succeeded, and Cousin Agnes

has come into her own. You may thank your young friend here for

this explanation.”

“ I do most heartily thank him and you ; and now Mr. Van Allen, if

you will pursuade your cousin to grant me an interview, I shall be

ever grateful."
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We need hardly assure the reader that the interview between

Reginald and Agnes took place, and when the two crossed the hall and

came in smiling and happy to where Frank was waiting impatiently,

that impulsive young gentleman threw his arm around Agnes, and

kissed her heartily. Never was a friendly kiss more warmly returned.

And when the wedding was over, Reginald said:

“ My dear Frank, I am indebted to you for the treasure of my life.”

HLike an honest man, then,” said Frank, " you will pay your debts,

by presenting me my Pearl, your niece.”

“Yes, win her and wear her, my dear Frank ;_” and he did.-Br0.

S. C. Crane in Masonic Advocate.

What Is masonic {$1th?

OST SHEER—“Sick for five years, unable to help himself,

and in reduced circumstances," said a recent letter. It came

l from a medical brother who was qualified to speak of his

patient’s necessities. But the sufferer proved to have been dropped

from membership fifteen years before for non-payment of dues. Allow

ing every excuse which he might offer, it was bad policy. The $l a

year would have now returned him a rich harvest. But what shall we

do with such cases? The lodge is not bound. to provide for him. On

the other hand, it has launched him upon the Fraternity, and ought to

be willing to do as much for him as the lodges among which he dwells,

who have received nothing from him. To be sure, they might let him

go to the almshonse, but they will not, for he is still a true and lawful

brother, although not a lodge member. Might not lodges have a spe

cial fund for such cases? There must be some members, favored in

fortune, who do not feel that their lodge dues fully discharge all their

sacred duty to distressed worthy brothers, their widows and orphans.

Let these contribute regularly to a fund for the “lost sheep,” and

apply the proceeds to such cases.

 

THE OTHER Stun—But there are “ Masons for revenue only,’ who

join because they think they can make it pay, who never pay dues, and

who seek the benefit without the obligations. When such a man finds

himself breaking down, he pays up his old dues, the few years which

accumulated before he was dropped, and then says: “ Now I want to

be taken care of.” Sometimes, shrewd and ingenious Masons finding

a non-affiliate among them, who is likely to be a burden, raise the

2
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amount of his dues and get him reinstated in his home lodge, and then

say, “ We have a sick member of yours here; will you be responsible

for all the aid we render him?” In such cases it is .well that the Fra

ternity is charitable and not beneficial. We have known such an ap

plicant to ask his lodge. with a sneer, “ How do you suppose I can

live on such a mean contribution ?"

We cannot go far wrong if, in the first of these cases, we do more

than our strict duty, and in the last only what our duty calls for—Ma

sonic Token.

The Illionors of [difinial Illfositions.

*— HERE was a time, and it is within the memory of many living

' Masons, when to be a Grand Master of Masons was regarded

'1 as the highest honor that could be conferred upon one who

was so fortunate as to be selected for that high distinction among his

fellows. This distinguished honor then came unsought, in recognition

of the highest attainments in the esoteric work of Masonry, and a

recognized ability to become the managing head in the government of

the great brotherhood of Free and Accepted Masons. There was then

no electioneering for office, nor solicitations for an appointment leading

up to an election that would place the aspirant in the line of promotion

and so secure this most exalted station. The brother honored with an

appointment or election to office was usually the most surprised indi

vidual in the Grand Body, and often reluctantly accepted the honor

thus conferred on him. or positively declined it, from an instinctive

idea that he did not possess the requisite qualifications to discharge the

duties thus imposed on him. Under such conditions, when a Grand

Master had served the full term for which he was elected, and had

proved an eminent fitness for that most responsible station, he was

continued there for two more terms, and until the brethren were fully

satisfied that another could be elected to succeed him who was worthy

and well qualified to govern the Craft. A Grand Master in those days

might well feel that the highest honors in Masonry were his to enjoy.

We have no doubt the reader has already anticipated the thought

uppermost in our mind, that there has been a lessening in the honor,

dignity and importance of the office of Grand Master. In the multi

plicity of fraternal orders, all more or less fashioned after the plan of

Masonry, many Masons connected with them and interested in their
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work have apparently become so strongly imbued with their methods

and ways of doing business that they sometimes forget that Masonry

is established on an entirely ditTereut platform, and is controlled by a

system of laws peculiar to itself. Instead of waiting for a recognition

of their fitness for official position, as was the case in years gone by,

they not only seek office. but are frequently found electioneeriug for

themselves for ofiicial positions. In this way brethren very poorly

qualified to become the chief officers sometimes secure a place in

line, and their promotion thereafter is almost sure to follow, until

the highest honors are attained. This unmasonic method of securing

ofllce has been carried to that extent in some jurisdictions, that Grand

Lodges have been compelled to legislate against it, even to the disfran

ehisement of those so offending. Such political methods have detracted

from the high honors once connected with the office of Grand Master

of Masons, by creating a road to them not based on actual merit.

Of course what we have said concerning the office of Grand Master

applies with equal force to the first officer in all Masonic bodies.

There is not the same importance. attached to securing the right man

for the place that existed in the earlier days of Masonry, when the

oflice sought the man and not man the office. A lawful ambition for

the highest honors in Masonry is not only all right but praiseworthy,

but it should be shown by an exhibition of those qualities that will

grace the position, and not by electioueering for it. The Mason who

resorts to political methods to secure official position should receive no

encouragement from those who desire to maintain the time-honored

institution according to ancient usage and land-marks.-~Mtsonic Adv/)

cate.

Nor every Mason is qualified and authorized to examine a visiting

brother. This is evidenced by worshipful master selecting a past

master, and with him the most experienced brethren of the lodge as

the examining committee. We may be satisfied that a man is a Mason,

but yet would not vou'ch for that man in the body of an open lodge.

It is not proper to talk of the business outside of the lodge to any one

unless you can vouch for him in an open lodge. Stop and remember

that Masonic business should only be talked over in a Masonic manner

in the body of a Masonic lodge. It is the safest to confine Masonry

within the walls of Masonry and to Masons only-Ewchange.
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What do gnu Elflaost {desire

HE oft-repeated question, “What do you most desire?” is

' worthy of more than a casual attention. It appeals to a

man’s brain and his heart. Its proper answer is an index to

the aspirations of the soul. The desires of the heart are the very life

of a man’s moral character. We often do things without computing

the cost to ourselves or the effect upon others. We have no right to

infringe upon our neighbor’s grounds, or to force a fulfillment of our

desires at the expense of our neighbor’s weal. He has rights as well

as we. An unbridled tongue will greatly ofi’end. An unrestrained

license to our selfish desires may work hardship and even ruin to others.

“What do you most desire?” The ancients replied: “Light. and

a knowledge of what is truth." The search for the truth has been the

effort of man from the time our first parent lost it in Eden. Societies

and churches, philosophers and prophets, have been turning the bowels

of the earth inside out in looking for some hidden revelation, and when

ever a “ mark" is found upon some old ruin it is taken as an index to

the truth of the age in which the mark was deposited. The records of

ancient times, covered with the dust of centuries and hidden under

hieroglyphics of unknown symbols, are most carefully studied, and be

neath these almost unintelligible signs are said to be found evidences

of what the ancients believed was truth. But in all these old, unread

able records we find that, even in those days, the people were search

ing for light and truth.

The question is a practical one, which every man may apply to his

daily life. We are placed in society for a wise purpose. Masonry

seeks to point out to every man who beholds the light the' proper

answer to the great question. We may go deep down into metaphysii

cal problems, and wander off into unexplorahle fields of theory, and

wonder where man's duty to his fellow begins, how it runs its course

through the great family of humanity, and where it ends, and to what

extent he is his brother’s keeper; and, while we are theorizing and

planning beautiful systems of morality and painting pictures of Elysian

fields of virtue, the days of our brief period of earthly existence pass

away, and the practical benefit we might have been is lost. Life is

real, and our duties in the world are practical. It may be prosaic. but

life is only a daily repeated monotony as far as duty is concerned.

With this practical view of life, what do you most desire? Is it to
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sit down and theorize? Is it to count the moments as they fly in

scenes of pleasure and dissipation? Do we learn the lessons of duty

merely to be able to repeat them, parrot-like? Do we go to the Lodge

only to enjoy the social feature and mingle with congenial spirits? Is

it enough that we teach with our lips 11 reverence for duty and a love

of truth? Do we desire to behold the light and then go blindly from

it? Life is an intensely personal matter, and no man can get away

from a personal responsibility. The whole race is bound together by a

chord of human sympathy. [)0 we desire to cultivate that sympathy,

and, by touching hands with our less fortunate brother, raise him to

brighter hopes and lead him to feel that there is a kinship in man?

That is the lesson of Masonry. Do we desire to strengthen our own

hearts and widen our own sphere of usefulness? If we do, then we

ought to walk in the light and practice the truth.

Do we desire in Masonry simply to attend Lodge and pay dues,

thinking that we have thereby done our full duty? In coming into the

Fraternity, time-honored and revered, with symbols and lessons drawn

from divine inspirations and aims as pure as eternal truth, what do you

desire? If every man who beholds the light of Freemasonry would ask

himself that question in the quiet night watches, when the forms and

ceremonies through which he has passed come vividly before him, and

would hold his heart to an answer, there would be more men who

would realize the profound importance of their connection with the in

stitution. Why do alll these two million men associate themselves to

gether? Is it for mere idle pastime? Is it for no other purpose than to

be connected with a society known throughout the world? Is it'simply to

benefit themselves and no one else? Are the forms and ceremonies,

lessons and lectures, mere playthings? If so, then in no other earthly

institution is there so much waste of time and money. But this army

of Freemasons, we are persuaded, are banded together for nobler pur

poses and desire better things. When each one will make a personal

matter of the question, and weigh it to its fullest extent, measure it in

all its length and breadth of influence, then will the society rise in its

might to the dignity and power its divine principles make possible.

Then no church or sect will be in arms against it, but the whole

whether pagan or Christian, Romanist or Protestant, will admire its

beautiful proportions and go about it marking its bulwarks. Do you

desire this? Then ask and answer the question to your own heart, and

do not regarded mere physical light as fulfilling the measure of the reply.

—N. Y. Dispatch.
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ért Then a Nissan?

Art then a Mason? Ask thyself in truth,

And search for answer in thy inmost heart.

Are all thy footsteps such that faltering youth

Might follow? Does thy walk impart

By its uprightness that which Masons love?

Hast thou, indeed, full trust in that dear Lord

Of all, who from His throne above

Marks thy design upon Life‘s trestle board?

Art thou a Mason? Has thy Brother‘s sign

Or summons passed thee call unheeded by,

When sorrow swept him all along life’s line

And all the world forgot him? did‘st thou try

To cheer him then, with all a Brother’s love,

And holding out thy hand bade him God speed,

And to the carping world thus show and prove

The truth and beauty of a Mason's creed?

Art thou a Mason? Has the widow‘s sigh

Fell on thine ear without responsive thrill

()f pity? hast then never heard the cry

Of orphaned children but thy soul would fill

Itself with recollections of a solemn charge

That deep within its chambers fell, >

And, thinking thus, did not thine heart enlarge,

With generous action all thy feelings tell?

. Art thou a Mason? Has thy selfish greed

Made thee forget the Brother‘s “ heart of grace,“

And has thy tongue forgotten all its need

Of charity thro‘ life’s mad, rushing race?

If so, forbear! All things ye must not know;

And it is written in earth‘s history

Some sorrow must ’neath every bosom flow—

And God alone can the heart’s secret see.

Art thou a Mason—not alone in name—

In deed? This will the Master‘s record tell;

His answer will be praise, or else eternal shame

Be thine when “ time shall sound its parting knell“

'l‘o summon thee to “ stand before the bar;“

Thy trembling soul shall then rejoice

If he but say: Thou craftsman! from afar

Thy deeds have saved thee, enter paradise.

-—J. 1!. Adams, in Masonic Guide.
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Eltfetpetunl Injunctinn.

 

0 question has received more attention in recent years than that

of perpetual jurisdiction over candidates for initiation who

have been rejected by another lodge, but notwithstanding all

that has been written there is nothing approaching an agreement, and

the prospect is not favorable to an abandonment of the old lines of

thought and action. In the older jurisdictions the idea has prevailed,

with striking unanimity, that when a person petitions a lodge for the

degrees of Masonry he remains ever afterwards the material of that

lodge, and when a candidate has been rejected that there is presumably

a cause for it, and the lodge where the blackball is cast is the best

judge when. if ever, the cause is removed. In the newer jurisdictions

there is a sentiment that when a man has made a new home, and re

sided there long enough to establish a character. there should not be

laid up against him the errors of youth or the indiscretions of manhood,

but this is met by the claim that it is not a question of sentiment, but

one of absolute right, vested in the Mason who cast the blackball, to

determine when the cause is removed. It is sometimes said that the

blackball is frequently cast as the result of malice or prejudice, and

that through its instrumentality good men have been debarred from

Masonry, but a little reflection ought to convince any one that nothing

could work a greater injury to the Craft than indulgence in this radi

cally pernicious idea, the presumption being that every Mason is moved

by worthy motives in balloting for candidates and acts under a sense of

his obligations to the whole body of the Craft.

Of course it is not to be denied that instances have occurred when a

negative vote has been cast as the result of malice or prejudice, and I

do not pretend to say that good men have not been kept out of our

lodges by some Masons who are far less worthy of a place there than

the candidate would be, but it would be a fatal mistake to abandon the

requirement of a unanimous ballot or to impair its secrecy because

there are exceptional instances of an abuse of it. The truth is that the

real abuse of the ballot occurred when it was not used efl’ectively to

keep out individuals who are capable of so misusing their privilege.

Ten blackballs ought to be cast where one is cast, and it cannot be

that Masonry is sutfering seriously in consequence of too many rejec

tions, It doubtless is of frequent occurrence in all associations where

the secret ballot is used, that men are rejected solely because they

 

23*
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would not be desirable members, and not in consequence of anything

they have done or left undone It is within every man’s experience that

there are men so constituted as to make them uncongenial associates;

others almost unconsciously avoid them, and while they are moral, law

abiding, and even Christian men, few care to come in contact with

them; these are sometimes rejected for no other reason than their un

congeniality. Can any one say that a wrong has been done them in

not admitting them into a lodge whose harmony would be broken by

their presence? Then again, there are secret wrongs, known only to

those who commit them and those who sufl‘er from them; these no

doubt are the foundation for many rejections. A Mason who in the

exercise of his immemorial privilege to exclude, by his vote. a profane

whom he knows to be unfit for Masonry, or uncongenial in his temper

ment, or who has done him a grievous personal wrong, does no wrong

to the candidate, simply because no man on earth has a foundation

upon which to base a demand for admission. He may be an arch

angel from heaven and pure as the driven snow, a Webster in intellect,

a Croesus in wealth, an Adonis in person, a Chesterfield in manners,

when he knocks for admission into the Masonic family, yet he is merely

submitting himself to an ordeal to which every one who has gone that

way before him has submitted, and any member-of that family only ex

ercises a privilege with which every other Mason is vested, when he

excludes him by his negative vote. It is enough that someone already

in fellowship simply does not want him as his associate in that lodge,

and, like Dr. Fell. “ the reason why I cannot tell.” Aside from this,

it is the duty of every Mason to exclude by his vote any candidate

whom he knows to be unworthy, and to keep locked up in his own

breast the fact that he has so done. or will so do. Men are not always

to be judged by appearances, for to one a candidate may be a prince

of good fellows, while to his neighbor across the street he may be a

prince of devils. Who knows, or can ever know, a man’s real charac

ter? He may be a whited sepulchre for all anybody knows, but the

individual Mason who has seen the eleven foot or witnessed the rotten

ness within, and then votes to admit him, even although ninety and

nine other Masons, who believe him to be all that appearances indicate

him to he, may clamor for his admission, is a coward and a traitor to

Masonry.

Let me emphasize, then, the statement that it is always safe to as

sume that every Mason who casts a negative ballot does so from pure

and lofty motives and not as the result of prejudice or malice.

There is another consideration which cannot be eliminated from the
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discussion of this question, one which does not seem to have any weight

with those who assume that the man who casts the blackball is always

in the wrong and the rejected candidate " injured innocence" itself.

which is the feeling prevailing in many lodges, that they do not care to

wear the cast-ofi garments of any lodge, and that a man who is not

good enough for another lodge is not good enough to enter theirs. If

there were nothing in the way of working up the rejected material of

another lodge. lodge pride, it seems to me, should prevent the daubing

in that species of untempered mortar.

Those who are strenuous in their advocacy of the right to work over

the (ll‘OBB of other lodges, in the simplicity of their hearts tell us, over

and over again, that actually there have been some mute inglorious

Washingtons kept out of Masonry by this harsh doctrine, and exclaim

“ Just think of it i" Now, it is not probable that any very large per

centage of Washingtons have been excluded from Masonry by single

blackballs, while it is well known that several who were not of the

Washingtonian 'stripe have crept in, owing to the neglect of some one

to cast one. I

While it is not possible for any one to have any precise information

as to the cause of rejections, it is believed that there are but very few

which are not based upon some real, tangible objection that goes to the

very foundation upon which Masonry rests and without which there

could be no real Masonry, to wit, the principle which governs all social

relations, mutuality.

No man ought to bind himself by solemn promise and vow to the

undertaking which every Mason assumes at the altar if those who,

having proven themselves traitors to society, good morals and friend

ship, can, regardless of his protestations, put themselves in covenant

relations with him which he dare not ignore.

Ordinarily reformation is to be presumed from long continued good

conduct, but it must be remembered that there are countless private

wrongs committed in this wicked world which cannot and ought not to

be forgiven, but which are of such a character that exposure only makes

a bad matter worse. But granting that reformation is to be presumed

from long continued good conduct, who is to decide when the party'

has reformed ?—those amongst whom he has recently taken up his

place of residence, or the brother who cast the blackball? It would

seem incontestible, owing to the dual character of the Masonic tie, that

the man who is rejected for cause in one place should be debarred en

trance everywhere, and I have always inculcated the idea that if I know

of a brother who, if he were present, would cast a negative ballot, it is

a
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a part of my obligation to the absent brother to do it for him, regard

less of the fact that I otherwise would have cast a favorable vote, and

I believe that this principle ought to extend to every Masonic sanctuary

in the world. If I knew that a Mason in India would cast a blackball

against an applicant to my lodge there would assuredly be found at

least one blackball in the box when that petition was considered. If I

lived in one of our western jurisdictions where they daub in the un

tempered mortar which eastern lodges have rejected as unfit for the

builder’s use, and an applicant presented his petition, admitting his

previous rejection, I would never give consent by my ballot to his en

trance until I knew the reason for his previous rejection, acting upon

the same principle that I would in admitting into my family circle the

young fellow who had been kicked out of my neighbor’s house.

It undoubtedly sometimes happens that an objection which was sub

stantial at the time it was made effective ceases with the flight of time,

and that the man who was unfit for Masonry in his youth may be an

ornament to it in his more mature years. Such men have been known

to change their place of residence and make new homes. A rejection

' recorded against them many years ago, it is claimed, ought not to be a

bar to their admission now, and they are frequently admitted without

scruple in face of the fact that men so made are not generally acknowl

edged as such in the jurisdictions where they were originally rejected;

they return to their old homes and apply for admission to the lodge

which spurned them, and are, metaphorically speaking, kicked down

stairs, and then the shamed-faced lodge of which they are members

kicks up the usual row, with the usual result, that their man is not

recognized or treated as a Mason. _This is regarded by them as a

great outrage, but all their protestations avail nothing, because the

perpetual jurisdiction adherents will yield nothing. The question now

is. shall there be no relaxation of a rule which it is alleged works so

harshly in such cases? It seems to me that if under any circumstances

a candidate who has been rejected in another lodge ought to be re

ceived, it should be only after the ancient requirement of “ due

inquiry ” has been complied with in its strictest interpretation. This

cannot be said to be done if the inquiry is to be confined to the vicinity

in which the candidate lives at the time of his renewing his petition,

but must extend to all previous places of residence, cover all his ante

cedents, unveil all his previous life.

That candidates may not be debarred against whom there is no pres

ent ground for rejection. the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, which has

from it very incipieney been one of the most rigid adherents to the
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dogma of perpetual jurisdiction, threw out a tentative proposition to

Other Grand Lodges to abolish all claims to perpetual jurisdiction over

rejected material, and not only this, but also to relinquish all claims

upon unfinished work begun in its lodge, and to substitute in its stead

simply a guarantee that the old regulations of Masonry, which have

existed ever since the reorganization, shall be complied with; a regula

tion which every Master assented to at his installation. It is sad to

observe that those people who have clamored so long and so loudly

against the enormity of the doctrine of perpetual jurisdiction are not

rushing forward very eagerly to secure the adoption of this proposition

to let down all the bars to the progress. through their lodges. of all the

runaway horse-thieves, adulterers, and vagabonds generally, whom they

care to admit, because of the condition that “ due inquiry " shall first

be made as to their characters. It has been long suspected that this

has been the real ground of objection to the claim of perpetual jurisdic

tion. The rejected applicant’s character would not bear examination,

and so he would be as effectually barred as if the other rule were on

forced. It is not claimed for the proposal, that it is in its present form

a panacea for all the evils complained of, but it was designed to be a

step towards uniformity of legislation upon a question which is, as I

have said, as old as the present form of Masonry; a law which is

already as imperative as any which could be made, but which it is well

known has been wholly disregarded in some jurisdictions. Doubtlcss

defects will be found in it, and something better will be devised as the

subject is discussed. The practical efl’ect of the Mississippi proposal

is to require direct notice to be given to the lodge which originally re

jected the candidate, and after giving it a reasonable opportunity to

make the grounds of rejection known, if it desires to do so, or in de

fault of an answer to proceed, if the reasons for the rejection are given

then it would become the duty of the lodge to which the petition is re

newed to judge of their sufficiency. In no event is it proposed that

the rejecting lodge shall have any voice in the matter; it simply is

given an opportunity to be heard, if it desires it. This is precisely

what I understood Bro. Cornelius Hedges assents to in the November

number of the Voice of Masonry, in the following extract from

his article: “ Still we require that every candidate should state

whether he has ever been rejected, in order that by correspondence

(which means due inquiry) it may be known for what cause and whether

the cause still remains. Then we judge for ourselves whether the

cause is good. And if with the facts known our lodges think the

material desirable they are at liberty to adopt it. And if any other
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jurisdiction chooses to accept our material under the same circum

stances, we will not complain."

The strongest objection to the'Mississippi proposition is, that to

make it effectual it would involve a disclosure of the ballot in the re

jecting lodge, and so destroy its secrecy; this to some extent is true,

but not seriously so. The cause of most rejections is no secret and is
an open book to all the members. I

In those instances where to disclose a wrong would work a greater

injury than to conceal it there is no remedy, but as matters now stand

the applicant would come into Masonry regardless of his crime; under

the circumstances named he would not be excluded unless the wronged

party were to divulge the wrong and injury he had sustained at the ap

plicant’s hands.

The question is, shall we fight it out on present lines, each party
standing tenaciously upon his own ground, or agree that “no person I

can be regularly made a Freemason in, or admitted a member of, any

regular lodge, without previous notice, and due inquiry into his charac

ter?"

Personally I believe that the evil has been greatly exaggerated on

both sides. The number received who have been once rejected is small,

and the number of Washingtons, ct id omne genus, who have been ex

cluded is infinitesimal.—Bro. Frederick Speed in the American Tyler.

The foundation of Freemasonry is a belief in a Supreme Being, its

great light the Holy Bible, and its crowning glory the practice of social

and moral virtue. That it is ancient is beyond question—and honor

able it must be, as the wise and good who have from the beginning ap

proached and learned its mysteries, hallowed its practices, and endorsed

its principles in all ages of time, conclusively established. Its tendencies

are to assist, elevate and ennoble mankind, and to make its votaries

honorable, just and charitable. If not bound together by a cement such

as this, its pillars would have crumbled and tottered to their base, and

the whole superstructure long since have been a magnificent ruin. Its

inherent excellence, however, has bid defiance to the assaults of its

enemies, and withstood the power of time. While other institutions

have fallen beneath the malice of the one, and submitted to the oblit

erating progress of the other, Freemasonry has survived, and still

spreads her glory over the world. and is destined to last while “the

earth hears a plant, or the sea rolls a wave.”—Ea'.clmn_I/e.
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The @peratiue Functions of Speealatiee
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template and exhilarating to write upon, than that of Free~

masonry; for it takes you out of the heated atmosphere of

politics. as well as from the wrangling area of polemics—to a clean,

peaceful domain, where not only unanimity, but also amity reign su

preme. At the same time there is a diificulty about committing one's

idea of Masonry on paper, not being desirous to enter upon ground

where A’ngels fear to tread; also, I am not unmiudful that at my

initiation my brothers endeavored to theach me to be cautious. I will,

therefore, only touch on principles. In my judgment the power of

the Masonic Order lies in her methods of presenting great thoughts

to the mental gaze of‘ her votaries. For a moment let us see how

thought governs man. The subject of thought has been made the

fulcrum of the teaching of every great writer. “ ’Tis the mind,” says

Shakespeare, “which makes the body rich.” “The key to every man

is his thoughts,” writes Emerson. Listen to a third, “The process of

education itself in nothing more or less than the art of controlling and

disciplining thought.” Who has not given silent expression to such a

sentiment, “Oh, give me a great thought that I may feed upon it.”

Thought causes a man to think, and Solomon, in the Old Book, tells us

as a man thinketh in his heart so is he. ’Character is determined by that

whereon the mind principally dwells. Every day experience makes us

conscious that such teaching is not only true in theory, but also most

true in practice. Let a man nurse in his mind the thought that he is ill,

and his body will not tarry in its response; inspire a man that he is

healthy. and the thought of his being as “sound as a bell ” will prove

his best physic. Let a man be denominated by the thought, on retiring

to rest at night, that at five a. 111. he must be up, and on that morning,

at any rate, he will be able to crow with the glorious company of Early

Risers. There is nothing so marvellous as the continuity of thought.

The last thought which occupied a man's mind on falling to sleep, if it

be healthy sleep, will accompany him through the midnight hours, and

prove to be his waking thought. And who has not heard of an instance

of the psychological fact that the thought which is present immediately

prior to a man being rendered insensible by accident, or some other

cause, will be dormant in the mind for days, or maybe weeks, and at

 

‘, y: T is hardly possible to conceive a theme more inspiring to con
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last re-assert itself in all its potentiality 0n the man’s recovery to con

sciousness. Thus we see what a wonderful influence thought exerts

upon the mind of man, and the mind re-acts on the body. If you wish

to resort to the most etTectual means of degrading a man, lower his

thoughts: if you wish to raise a man, present to him noble thoughts.

Except above himself he can erect himself

How small a thing in man.

It is my contention that the most beneficial work which Masonry can

bring into operation, when dealing with man, is to be found in her

methods of continually presenting noble thoughts before the mental

vision of man. Trace this principle in Operative Masonry of the Middle

Ages. Sir Gilbert Scott informs us how the religious builders, during

the Medieval period, were organized into systematic guilds, each com

posed of architects, masons, joiners, and laborers, wedded together

under the auspices of a patron saint, most commonly St. John, execut

ing their respective occupations by the inspiring thought expressed by

Hagar, “Thou God seest me,” not actuated with temporal gains, but

propelled on to excellency, animated by the thought of glorifying the

Great Architect of the Universe. When these guilds were initiated no

one whose moral character was questionable, or who had not proved

himself a competent artisan, was admitted. These guilds, of necessity,

were migratory, travelling from Church to Church, keeping secret their

own particular excellence in conception of style and execution of work

manship by means of the thought of brotherhood, a bond of Freema

sonry. We find distinct schools over the country. The lover of archi

tecture will at once detect buildings of exquisite symmetry in one

country showing up inferior styles in an adjacent one, and the ditferent

buildings can be assigned to their respective builders by private marks

which the archaeologist is now enabled to decipher. The stones at Mel

rose Abbey have been found to be as the distinguishing mark of two

pairs of compasses crossed ; those of Gloucester Cathedral a triangle,

while a double triangle is cut on the stones of York Minster. In ad

dition to these there has been discovered in the crypt of York, an an

cient lodge minute book. When we consider that the work of these

Guilds was on buildings which, for stability of structure and symmetry

of design, have never been surpassed or even approached, we cannot

but deplore that such beneficent building fraternities, animated by such

divine and lofty thoughts of labor, were broken up, and their secrets to

a certain extent lost during the reaction of the sixteenth century.

Here you have Faith in God, men as brothers, Divine responsibility,
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Eternity. Divine and noble thoughts undoubtedly were the keystones

of the Operative Masous' success during the Medieval Ages. Let us

now look at Speculative Masonry. In the first place, I must ask for a

definition of the word thought; and I remember that Locke, in his

work “On the Human Understanding," states that thoughts are de—

rived from one or other of two causes—they are either sensational, that

is, they come through the medium of the senses, or they come by re

flection. As an instance of thoughts produced by sensation, I, for in

stance, mention an animal, and there is a picture of that animal at

once produced in your mind; and then you will ruminate upon it, and

reflect upon it, and you get an entirely difi’erent set of ideas—this is re

flection. Or to express the same truth in a different way, is to say,

that man cannot accept anything simply stated in the abstract, the

abstract must be reduced to the concrete. I. mention a thing by name,

which no Englishman has ever heard of, and there is only a sensation

of thought, but there is no reflection; there is a cessation of thought

because the mind has nothing to work on. But I mention, say a rose,

a horse, and I immediately raise innumerable associations in your mind,

and these reflections quickly follow in the wake of the sensational.

Apply this to Speculative Masonry. Every virtue is as it were reduced

to the concrete. If you cannot appeal directly to the intellect, you can

through the eye, which is the first form of acquiring knowledge. There

is a sense in which it is true to say that the working of Masonry is a

mode by which great thoughts are presented before man’s mental vision

through the medium of symbols and signs. Do I not prove my asser

tion by directing attention to the three great emblematical lights to

Freemasonry; the working tools of an Entered Apprentice; the char

acter of Hiram Abit’f; the signs, and words of a Master Mason; or the

scene in the Third Degree, when the candidate is required to anticipate

an event which must come to him sooner or later, and may be rather

sooner than he expects. The great thoughts which such as these carry

with them must make an impression on the man, and play an uncon

scious or mechanical part in his every-day life. For example, do not

many of the things which we perform come somewhat mechanically?

We set out‘ for a certain house, we cross over several streets. round

corners, and at last find ourselves at the door of the desired house.

We have never given a thought to the route. We mechanically, or un

consciously, arrived there safely to-day because we bad right thoughts

about it yesterday. What is character, if it is not invisible thought

translated into action, cut into life? What a glorious mission does
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Freemasonry fulfil in this cold and naughty world, if she is the inspirer

of men to do what is noble, true, honest, just, lovable! “If you wish

to alter the destiny of a people.” exclaimed a great thinker, “you have

only to alter its thoughts!" Translate the thoughts which Masonry

presents into action, and they will form habits, and habits will rule you

—a fortiori. Masonry will rule you, and you will be a good Mason.

Masonry makes no secret that Charity is her goddess. The highest

law in the Volume of the Sacred Law is Charity. '

“Faith will vanish into sight;

Hope be emptied in delight;

Love in Heaven will shine more bright."

Charity is another name for love, and love is the essence of God, for

God is love. In response to the character of love, the gates of Heaven

will roll back, and the Mason will find that in the Grand Lodge above

there is One greater than King Solomon, with outstretched arms to give

a hearty grip to those who have held out the hand of Charity to any

poor and distressed Mason. May noble thoughts endue every Mason

with such fortitude, that in the hour of trial he fail not; but passing

safefy under God’s protection through the Valley of the Shadow of

Death, the Lord of Life may enable him to trample the King of Terrors

beneath his feet, and lift his eyes to that bright Morning Star, whose

rising brings peace and tranquillity to the faithful and obedient of the

human race—Rev. Bro. T. 8. Henry in London Freenmson.

As the foundations of the beautiful coral isles are laid in secret, but

in due time the new islands appear on the bosom of the sea, so the

foundations of good deeds, and of honor, planted by the fraternity of

Freemasonry, grow in the hearts of men and ennoble humanity by their

influence, until the whole world is made better by the secret work.

Little by little the island grows, and step by step, and line by line, the

secret work of Masonry is carried forward, until the rounded and per

fect character is complete, and the man who possesses it becomes a

shining ornament to the society of men. We do not see the coral insect

at its work, but we behold the glorious results of its labor in the bean

tiful island, verdant and fresh as in creation’s morning. We do not see

the work of the heart and mind as it receives the lessons in the lodge

room, but we behold the results in the nobler actions and higher aspira

tions of the enlightened soul.--Selected.



FREEMASONS REPOSITORY. 305

The “masons Eompang” as Related to

Freemasonry.

HE London Freemason in a review of a work entitled the

‘L “Hole Crafts and Fellowship of Masonrie,” by Bro. Ed

ward Couder, Jr., ays: “The Masons Company.”- Bro.

Edward Conder, Jr., the author of this invaluable work, is llfaste'r

of the Company for this year, and was the Upper Warden during the

time that was chiefly devoted to the writing of this history, so that he

has had full access to all the documents preserved by the Masons’

Company, and being so much esteemed by prominent Craftsmen and

arclneologists he has been able to command the best advice on the

general subject of Guilds, the eventful past of Freemasonry, and

matters heraldic, in addition to the varied information he himself has

traced on all points connected with the operative and speculative sec

tions of the craft. He has been a diligent and most successful student

of our mysteries and has well earned the honor of election as a full

member of the “ Quatuor Coronati ” Lodge, London ; the brethren of

that distinguished body being doubtless proud of their young and much

esteemed member. Bro. Conder’s claim that he was able to prove

from the records, what has hereto only been suspected by some, and

doubted by many, that there actually existed early in the seventeenth

century a lodge of Freemasons attached to, and working in harmony

with the company, and holding its meeting in the Mason's Hall, has

been abundantly confirmed. Although the actual records of the com

pany are lost prior to early in the 17th century there is no lack of ma

terial as to its history long before that period, beginning with its origi

nal grant of arms in 1472, which, happily, is still preserved, being one

of the earliest of the kind; the Drapers being first in 1439. The old

motto was “God is our Guide,” the latter one, “ In the Lord is all

our trust " (so often met with), never being traced prior to 1600. Ac

cording to Bro. Conder’s researches, the correct drawing of the Ma

sons’ Arms, has, until 1871 (when the original grant was discovered),

been lost to view, and quite a different coat has been used and de

scribed, “varying according to the taste of herald or engraver,” but

never altered to the extent of making the arms unrecognizable as those

of the Company. The first part deals with early Masonry from almost

prehistoric times to its introduction into Britain under Claudius, A. n.

43, the Guilds and Livery Companies of London being duly described

 

4
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and considered. The second portion is devoted to the Fellowship of

Masons in the city of London, and the third (the really valuable divi

sion from a Freemasonic point of view) concerns the existing records

of the company, 1619-1894. Naturally the extraordinary evidence as

to the existence of a speculative lodge, under the wing of the company

in 1620 and later, will be most eagerly perused. This was the lodge

Ashmole visited in 1682, and until the discovery of these entries, his

initiation of 1646 was the earliest known record of an English lodge

admitting non-Masons. The company used the prefix Free until 1655,

when they were called Masons only, the speculative section being

termed Accepted Masons—Canadian Craftsman.

William liftestnu and the “gun'tent”

FEW-asses.

 

4 ,c '1‘ is difficult to suggest a reason for the conduct of William

)5 Preston, author of the well-known “Illustrations of Masonry,”
'> I i‘ in almost entirely ignoring the existence of that section of

English Freemasonry which styled itself during the latter half of last,

and the early years of the present, century as the “ Antient and Hon

ourable Society of Free and Accepted Masons according to the old

Institutions.” or more familiarly, as the “Ancient” or “Athol”

Masons. According to the extract we published in our issue of the

29th ult., from Kenning’s Encyclopwdia of Freemasonry, it is not clear

when this distinguished member of our Order was initiated into its mys~

teries, but “ it has been said at a lodge, which met at the White Hart,

in Strand, in 1760, under an Athol Warrant.” Bro. Gould, in his

“Athol Lodges,” in the note appended to No. 111. points out that

Preston was a member of the lodge at the White Hart, having been

initiated under the dispensation granted by the "' Ancient" Grand

Lodge to make Masons at the said White Hart to Bro. Robert Lock

head on the 2nd March, 1763, while the lodge itself was constituted

“on or about 20th April, 1763 "; and he further states that “after

meeting successively at the Horn Tavern, Fleet-street, the Scots' Hall,

Blackfriars, and the Half Moon. Cheapside, the members of No. 111

(at the instance of William Preston) petitioned for a ‘ modern ’ Con

stitution, and the lodge was soon afterwards constituted a second time,

in ample form, by the name of the ‘ Caledonian ’ Lodge, under which

name it still exists (now No. 134)." It is also clear, from the letter
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which appeared in our columns last week from Bro. Robert Berridge,

that it was not long before Br0._ Preston attained to a position of

eminence in the ranks of the “ Modern," or “ Regular,” Fraternity.

Therefore. as an ex-member of the “ Ancient” Society, and a promi

nent member of its more aristocratic rival, Preston was in a better

position than 99 out of every hundred Masons of his time to know of

the schism which existed amongst the Freemasons in England. Yet no

one who has read the Fourth Book of his “ Illustrations,” in which is

traced “the History of Masonry in England to the great Masonic Re

union in 1813,” can have failed to remark that, as we have before said,

with exception of a few scant references to the “Ancients” and——

what could not he dealt with in a few lines-the account in detail, as

it appeared in the last edition published during his lifetime, of ‘* The

Great Masonic Re-union in 1813," what purports to be a “ History of

Masonry in England ” is merely a narrative of the proceedings of the

“ Modern ” or “ Regular” Grand Lodge. As a pervert to this latter

section of the Craft in England, Preston, perhaps, was justified in the

adoption of this course; but as the self-constituted historian of English

Masonry, it was his duty to have described, as far as lay in his power,

and with complete impartiality, the proceedings of both sections, and

his omission to do this is a reproach to his fame which cannot be over

looked or condoned. When he was initiated, the “Ancient” Grand

Lodge had 111 lodges on its roll; when he published the first edition of

his history, this number had increased to about 180; and when the

Union was effected in 1813, there were upwards of 300 of them. More

over, this Union, as he well knew, or could without difficiilty have as

certained, was effected on terms that were equally honourable to both

Societies, so that, though, as we have before suggested, it may have

been sound policy on the part of the “ Moderns ”—a policy enjoined

on them by their Grand Lodge under the severest pains and penalties

—to ignore their “ Ancient " brethren, the conduct of Preston in fram

ing his history in accordance with that policy seems all the more inex

cusable, especially when we find from a perusal of the minutes of the

" Ancient ” Grand Lodge, that when it suited his purpose, he was able,

or professed to be able, to explain, as indeed he does in partisan fash

ion, the differences that existed between the two Societies.

In the minutes of the “ Ancient” Grand Lodge of the lst Nov. 1775

—at which time there existed a friendly intercourse between it and the

Grand Lodges of Ireland and Scotland—it is recorded that Bro. Der

mott, Deputy Grand Master, who presided on the occasion, “ reported

that the Grand Secretary had (upon ye 16th last month) received a
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Pacquet from Wm. Mason, Esq., Grand Secretary of Scotland, con

taining sundry printed Papers composed by one Wm. Preston, 9. Lee

tnrer on Masonry in London, that it appeared by such papers and a

private letter sent with them to the Grand Secretary of Scotland, that

the said Wm. Preston had used every Art to cause a Disunion between

the Grand Lodges of Scotland and England, that upon the 19th of the

same month, he. the D. G. M. (in the presence of the Hon. Col. Mur

ray, G. Sec., Dickey, and G. Stewart, Master 14) had laid the above

Pacquet before His Grace of Atholl, Grand Master, who after perusing

them very Attentively was pleased to order them to be laid before the

Grand Lodge without loss of time for the purpose of their framing

a proper Answer to be transmitted to the R. W. G L. of Scotland, and

when done to be presented to His Grace for his approbation." The

“ Pacquett ” referred to contained firstly a letter from William Mason

dated “Edinr. 17th Augt. 1775,” to “ Wm. Dickey, Esq. Bow St.

Covent Garden, Londn.,” in which he describes the purport of Pres

ton’s letter, and adds, by way of postscript, “ I have given no Answer

to Mr. Preston’s Letter, nor will not, until I hear from you, therefore

shall expect you will be speedy in your Return to this, that I may have

an opportunity to do it.” Preston, in his letter to Mason, applied

“ for a Correct List of the present Ollicers of the Grand Lodge of Scot

land and of the several Lodges under your Constitution. As it is in

tended for an Annual Publication which goes to Press about a month

hence, I shall be greatly obliged if favoured with an answer from you

by return of Post.” In a postscript Preston adds: “I should be ex

treamly happy to be Instrumental in introducing a Correspondence

between the Grand Lodge of Scotland, the place of my nativity, and

the Grand Lodge of England. My interest and Connexions in Masonry

are at present very extensive here, 8-: it would give me a sensible pleas

me to have the satisfaction of recommending English Brethren to your

favour & the Brethren Initiated by you to the Regular Lodges of this

Metropolis.” Secondly, there is a letter from Bro. Mason to Bro.

Dickey, in reply to one from the latter of the 28th August, in which he

forwards copy of. a letter which he had written to Bro. Preston on the

7th September, and which was to the following etfect: “Sir—I duly

reed. your Letter of the 7th ulto. & would have returned an immediate

answer but that your request was somewhat singular and therefore as

the Grand Lodge of Scotland have an Establish’d Correspondence with

the Grand Lodges of England & Ireland & they the same with us,

whatever new matter happens with the one is made known to all. So

I made this known to my worthy Brother Dickey, Secretary to the
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Grand Lodge of England & of him in Bow Street, Covent Garden, you

will get any Information you may want to publish with regard to

Masonry." The next letter is also from Bro. Mason, hearing date

“ Edinburgh, 9 October, 1775," and enclosing copy of a letter received

from Preston in the interim. Preston in this letter, after politely de

clining to avail himself of Bro. Mason’s reference to Bro. Dickey, on

the ground that he has not “ the pleasure of knowing that gentleman,"

neither do I wish to correspond with him in the character you give him.

proceeds as follows: " It is with regret I understand by your Letter

that-the Grand Lodge of Scotland has been so grossly imposed upon as

to have established a correspondence with an irregular body of men

who falsely assume the appellation of Antient Masons. And I still

more sensibly lament that this imposition has likewise received the

countenance of the Grand Lodge of Ireland." He refers Bro. Mason

to an enclosed excerpt from his “ History of Masonry in England

from the revival of the Grand Lodge in 1717 ” for the alleged “Origin

of those Irregular Masons with whom you correspond " and forwards a

list of the Grand Masters of his Society from 1717. He adds—“ I am

sorry to find that the Duke of Athol, Gen. Oughton. Lord Kelly, and

some other respectable pcrsonages have at difi‘crent times been prevailed

upon to give a sanction to these assemblies. I am convinced no noble

man apprised of the deception would give their countenance or wish to

Intrude upon the rights of other Noblemen who ever since the year

1721 have been regularly elected to preside as Grand Masters agree

able to the Antient Laws of the Society. You will find by the list that

the greater part of our patrons have been noblemen of Scotch extrac

tion, who have regularly attained the direction of the Fraternity.

Under our patronage 480 lodges are established at home and abroad,

and some of the first Princes in Europe do not disdain our Alliance.”

In commenting on this letter, Bro. Mason writes: “ As this seems to be

new and serious matter, I shall expect with your first conveniency that

you will favour me with an answer, and you will please also return the

papers, as I intend laying the whole before our next Quarterly

Communication, which happens on the 13th proxo.” The “ Ancient”

Grand Lodge was fully equal to the occasion. A reply, in which is

traceable the bold hand of Bro. Dermott, was at once prepared, and

Grand Secretary Dickey was instructed to submit it for the approval

of the Duke of Athol, Grand Master, and, if approved by his Grace, to

dispatch it forthwith to the Grand Lodge of Scotland. This letter con

tains the following statements: “ That all the Lodges under our Con

stitution pursue the Universal Practice of the Royal Craft, as appears
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by the Brethren now Assembled, several of whom were made in Scot

land, Ireland, Asia, & America; We do most strenuously Insist &

most religiously declare that the Masonical practice of the Gentlemen

called Modern Masons (now under the sanction of Lord Petrie) is con

trary to the Ancient & Universal Custom of the Royal Craft. We do

freely acknowledge that the Society called Modern Masons are in p05

session of many Books, Papers, & Memorandums bearing Masonical

Titles, which Books, &c., admitting them to be as old as the Creation,

cannot constitute them the real Grand Lodge of Masons, having for

feited all right to such appellation by swerring from the Original Sys

tem of Masonry which has been so solemnly handed down and Re

ceived by every Member of the Community. This Truth is confessed

by the Modern Advocate (Mr. Preston) in his History of Masonry,

Page 4, line 35, &c., where he says, “ Under the fictitious sanction of

the Ancient York Constitution, which was entirely dropt at the revival

of the Grand Lodge in 1717,” &c. How an Ancient Grand Lodge

could be revived by entirely dropping the Old Constitution and substi

tuting new forms &c., is a kind of mystery which we do not under

stand. Of equal sense and veracity is another Paragraph in the same

Page, where the Author says “That the regular Masons were obliged

to adopt fresh measures more effectually to detect lmposters, &c. ; to

accomplish this more efiectnally some variations were made in and ad

ditions to the Established forms, the ancient Landmarks were pre

served entire and no change admitted but such as the most scrupulous

wou'd approve.’ Here an adoption of fresh Measures & Variations is

openly Confessed & that at a time & place when & where no fault was

found with the Old Forms & Ancient Ceremonies of the Craft. nor can

human wisdom conceive how such a change could he Constitutional or

even usefull in detecting Imposters 0r punishing delinquents if there

Were any such—though it is plain that any such new change might be

sufficient to distinguish the members of the new Masonical Hersey

from those who adhered to the good old system. It is as remarkable

(if such alterations were absolutely necessary), that no account of them

had been transmitted to Scotland or Ireland, altho’ such alterations ob

literated the Ancient Landmarks in such manner as to render the

Ancient System scarcely distinguishable by either of those nations,

tho’ ever famous for Masonry. The above remarks with several Papers

(properly authenticated) which our Secretary is order’d to convey with

this, will, We think, convince our Brethren of Scotland that we are of

the same practice as themselves & sincerely wish that our United Grand

Lodges may ever be famed for handing down the Royal Art according
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to its Original Institution which is the only means for Masons of every

Place & Language to be known to each other.”

The hope expressed in the concluding paragraph of this reply was

realised. At the next regular communication of Grand Lodge, a letter

was read from Bro. Mason, in which he said that he had laid the reply

before the Grand Lodge of Scotland on the 13th November, and that

it would receive due consideration at the quarterly meeting in February,

' 1776. And on the 28th of that month Bro. Mason transmits the fol

lowing result of such consideration:

“ Grand Lodge of Scotland, David Dalrymple, Esq. Grand Master,

held at St. Giles Lodge, Edinburgh, the 5th day of February. 177-6.

To the Right Worshipful Grand Lodge of England held under the

Sanction of the Right Worshipful and Most Noble Prince John Duke

of Atholl, &c., &c., Grand Master. Greeting.”

Right lVorshiprLl Brethren :—

We are honour'd with your obligiag Letter of the 1st November last

& have considered it deliberately in our last Quarterly Communication.

We assure you we are most sensibly of your Brotherly Kindness in

communicating to us the Particulars contained in it, of which we do

not entertain the smallest doubt.

We are by no means competent judges of the difi’erences subsisting

between your Grand Lodge and that held under the patronage of Lord

Petrie. But since we have had the honor of opening a Correspondence

with you we have every reason to entertain the most Respectful opinion

of your Grand Lodge. We shall always think ourselves happy in Keep

ing up the strictest communication with you, & Uniting our Endeavours

to yours for promoting the Royal Craft & preserving it in its original

purity. .

Given under our hands & the seal of the Grand Lodge of Scotland

held in the City of Edinburgh the 5th day of February in the year of

our Lord 1776 & of Light 5776.

The above is signed by David Dalrymple, G. M.; Wm. Barclay. D.

G. M. ; James Geddes. S. G. W.; and Wm. Smith, J. G. W.; and

countersigned by Wm. Mason, G. See, and David Bolt, G. Clerk.

Thus was Preston foiled in his attempt to cause an estrangement

between the “ Ancient” Grand Lodge of England and the Grand Lodge

of Scotland, and yet, though he made this attempt, and pretended

to know all about the former, he almost entirely ignores their existence

in his “ Illustrations.” This may have been in accordance with Pres

ton's idea of the manner in which history should be written, but it is

not with that of the world generally. At all events. it was not by thus

ignoring the “ Ancient ” Grand Lodge that the Union of the rival

Societies of English Masons was ultimately accomplished in 1813 on

terms equally honourable to both. —The London Freemason.
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[Written for Freemasons Repositoryf]

iii-n finsuppnrted Theory.

‘ HE report on correspondence of the Grand Commandery of

' Ohio is a genuine “ Carsonesque” and presents the usual

‘ \ characteristics of that writer. His interpretation of the rec

ords of the Grand Encampment of the United States has been brought

out in his criticism of the paper presented by Sir James H. Hopkins to

the Grand Encampment to “straighten out ” and correct erroneous

impressions respecting the foundation of that body and which are

believed by many of those “who had not carefully studied its his

tory in connection with that of other societies which had a bearing

upon it. Ideas upon that history had become somewhat confused,

owing to various reasons, prominent among which was the peculiar

manner in which the record of the organization was made. Bro.

Carson declares that delegates from Encampments (now called Com

manderies) created the Grand Encampment and that it created all the

Grand Encampments, and goes on to explain in his own peculiar man

ner that such was the case notwitstanding the fact that it nowhere

appears that any Encampment sent, or was asked to send any such

delegates. But it does appear that the delegates who met and organ

ized the Grand Encampment were appointed for that, and for no other

purpose, by Grand Encampments then existing, and to which all these

Encampments were subordinate. It is an undoubted fact that four

Knights composed that Convention, but they were delegates regularly

appointed by their respective Grand Encampments, and when they

had completed their work they made report of their doings to the

Grand bodies from which they received their powers, and recommended

that their respective Grand Commander-ies acknowledge the jurisdiction

of the newly created body, and their recommendation was adopted. It

is easy to see why these men made the record as they did. It was be

cause of the exceedingly small number of delegates and they put it that

these delegates represented a number of Encampments, which they did

in a certain sense, but the statements that these subordinate Encamp

ments as such, appointed delegates for that or any other purpose, or

that individual Templar-s formed the Grand Encampment, has no foun

dation except in the vivid imagination of Brother Carson.

The record of Saint John's Commandery shows that body to have

been requested by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode

 



FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y. 313

Island to assist in defraying the expense of these delegates to their

place of meeting and that it declined to do so, and the record of Boston

Commandery shows that the same request was made to it and that it

did comply, but neither of them appointed delegates; neither did any

other subordinate Commandery. Further; neither of these two Comman

deries had any official knowledge that the Grand Encampment of the

United States had been formed until information thereof was reported

to them through the proper channel i. e. the Grand Commandery

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island of which both were constituent

members. These delegates were entered in the report on creden

tials as representing the various En campments in their respective

jurisdictions. and so they did, but through the Grand bodies which

appointed them, and not directly; that fact should not be lost sight

of, or be obscured by any intimations or suppositions to the con

trary. Now respecting the Convention of four members. It is nowhere

shown or claimed except by Bro. Carson that other than those four.

any one had any part in except as spectator, though it is not im

probable that others may have been called in as advisers. The writer

hereof knew Whitaker well, and has often conversed with him upon the

subject of that meeting. He had no part in it except as a spectator. He

had at that time been knighted about two years only, and was in New

York on private business, knew of this meeting and attended it, being

acquainted with Webb (by whom he had been Knighted) and perhaps

others. He said that others were present, how many he did not recol

lect, three or four perhaps, but to his recollection they took no part

and were like himself, interested spectators. This is what would be

inferred from the record of that notable meeting by an unprejudiced

person. These men were not liars and the result of their labor indi

cates that they knew pretty well what they were about. The fact that

the delegates claimed to represent the various Encampmean does not

show. or prove that the Grand Encampment created itself. If it did

why were credentials required and of what use were they? The action

of the bodies which issued those credentials was the power which called

into being the Illustrious Body now called the Grand Encampment of

the United States and that convention of four was its beginning, but it

was not a self created body; it was organized just as such a body

would to-day be if none existed; i. e. by a convention of delegates ap

pointed by proper authority. Neither were the bodies which sent those

delegates self constituted bodies. Hence Grand Encampment was not

the creator of all the others and could only have such powers as were

given it and not reserved by its constituents. The Grand Encampment

5
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of New York had an existence; so did that of Massachusetts and

Rhode Island, and they were recognized as the governing bodies of the

rites practiced by them. These are facts and they have often been

stated before and they ought to be stated often enough to correct the

impressions which may be made by the Carsonian tales which have no

foundation in fact.

So eminent a Templar authority as James H. Hopkins of Pennsyl

vania after a careful and thorough examination of all the records hear

ing upon this matter became satisfied that the case was substantially

as above stated, but his position is attacked by Bro. Carson to whom

anything-which differs from his own opinion is as a red flag to a bull.

The learned William S. Gardner in his history and edicts of the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island published in 1864

sets forth the case in full having arrived at his conclusions after a care

ful examination of the documentary evidence bearing upon the subject,

re-enforced by the personal recollections of men to whom these matters

were well known. Gardner’s history and edicts are an authority in

Templar affairs. Hopkins’ paper read before Grand Encampment is a

careful and judicial statement, based upon evidence; Carson’s is an

ingenious theory, but unsupported.

G. H. BURNHAM.

Providence, Feb. 1 2, 1895.

[Written for Freemasons Repository]

Bffotuers of Stiltasters of Ema-asanie Lodges.

HERE seems to be in certain quarters a disposition to treat the

authority of the Master as something not to be tolerated, and

. to tie him down to Cushing’s Manual and allow the Lodge to

decide the proper limits within which debate shall be conducted, thus

making the Master a mere presiding oflicer and placing the power of

governing the Lodge in the floor. To what purpose this theory is ad

vocated or where it originated it is not easy to say. It has also been

lately said that the exercise of these prerogatives of the Master is inno

vation; when that discovery was made is not disclosed, but it is safe

to say that it arose in consequence of an unruly disposition on the part

of some brother who perhaps entered a Masonic Lodge after an ex

perience in the methods of procedure in other societies. and who at

tempted to try conclusions with a Master who knew his business. It

may seem a great power to place in the hands of a single person so to
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suppress debate, but such is the power commonly and almost univers

ally deemed appurtenant to the office of the Master. It is so largely

recognized that other societies which have set up the qualification that

applicants for their privileges shall be Masons have adopted as a funda

mental rule, (by practice at least) in the management of their affairs

that the chair is supreme. This is by no means to be taken that the

Master is to be upheld in any unreasonable exercise of the arbitrary

powers which he possesses, it being supposed that he has sufficient ex

perience and judgment to guide him in an emergency which should call

for their exercise, and that the brethren are sufliciently informed re

specting their duties to pay proper attention to the ruling of the Mas

ter. Happily, at the present time it is not often that it is found neces

sary to govern debate or other business in any other than the ordinary

manner. No Master would interfere except when matters were taking

such a course that the harmony of the Lodge was likely to be disturbed,

and if in such case the Master had not this power. trouble would be

inevitable. Each disputant would have his adherents and those matters

which should be within the control of the Master would become partisan

questions and be decided by force of numbers, or continued from one

meeting to another, constantly increasing the friction between the

brethren and thus working an injury to the fraternity. With the presid

ing Officer the MASTER in fact as well as in name, in nine cases out of ten

all such trouble can be avoided and such diflicultics at once suppressed

without disscnsion. Several cases have come under the observation

of the writer, every one of which was settled by the exercise of this

power and to which to their great credit all the brethren concerned gave

prompt obedience. Had it not been for the powers possessed by the

Master and theirjudicious exercise by him these matters would have

inevitably produced a schism in the body, which must have worked a

permanent injury. It is probable that the day is far distant when the

prerogatives of the Master will be generally challenged or that they

will be abrogated. Constitutions, By-laws and rules for the govern

ment of the Craft are now within the reach of every brother and the

brethren being better informed upon these subjects than was formerly

the case, the necessity does not often arise for the exercise of these pre

rogatives, but they ought to be exercised often enough so that it should

not be forgotten that they do exist. If a subject is introduced which

in the opinion of the Master is likely to produce discord, it is clearly

his duty not to allow discussion upon it, and equally his duty in case

of a discussion already commenced, to suppress it if he thinks it for the
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interest of the Lodge or the Craft to do so; and to the Lodge lies no

appeal. If a brother feels himself aggrieved by such action of the

Master he may appeal to the Grand Master or to the Grand Lodge,

but he must obey. It has been said that such power placed in the

hands of one man is tin-American, un-demoeratie, etc. Well; obedience

to the law is American as well as democratic and it is only upon the

disobedient that the hand of the law falls heavily, while the obedient

feels it not yet is protected by it. Liberty is not license and between

these the Master must distinguish and to his skill and judgment the

welfare of his Lodge is committed; being responsible for that it would

seem that he ought to have the power to rule and govern to the fullest

Masonic extent and that he lawfully has it there can be no deubt.

Besides all this it should be remembered that the Masonic institution

in its polity, ethics and laws is peculiar to itself, and its government is

not modeled upon that of any other society. Its methods have stood

the test of time and its ancient ways are likely to be continued not

withstanding the occasionally expressed desire for so-called modern

improvements. * ' *

Bidet-able @ceasirm,

  

it N the February issue of the Rseosrroar we referred to the lay

ing of the corner stone of the Masonic Temple, Boston, Octo

"I ber 14, 1830, an important event in the history of Freema

sonry in Massachusetts. A detailed report of the ceremonies connected

with that occasion occupies the entire issue of the “ Boston Masonic

Mirror," under date of October 23, 1830, a copy of which lies before

us and whose pages give the account of a notable expression of Ma

sonic zeal and resources in Boston, sixty-five years ago. At the close

of the ceremonies connected with the laying of the corner stone, 9. col

lation was held in Quincy Hall, at which about four hundred members

of the Fraternity were present, among whom were many distinguished

Masons, men prominent in politics, in business and in the professions.

There were also included in the gathering. venerable brethren who had

fought in the War of the Revolution. among them, Majors Melville,

Purkitt and Russell of Boston, Rev. Dr. Ripley of Concord and Hon.

Mr. Hart of Reading. Rev. Dr. Harris of Dorchester was present, a

veteran craftsman and a steadfast worker in behalf of the Institution of

which he had then been a member for a period of forty years. The as
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sembly was made up of men of different ages—it included the younger

members of the Fraternity as well as the Fathers in Masonry—to quote

from the “ Mirror," “There, was the elasticity and buoyancy of youth

—there, the firmness of manhood—there, the wisdom and experience

of age."

The regular sentiments of the evening were twelve in number, the

first being “ The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts ;" the last, “ Masons

throughout the world. May they all worship in the Universal Temple

dedicated to Fidelity." The ninth toast was in honor of “ Ben Frank

lin " and the eleventh in remembrance of “ Lafayette." The following

toast was given by one of the Past Grand Masters and was received

with great cheering from those who listened: “ The immortal memory _

of our departed brother Washington, and the immortal fame of our

living brother Lafityette. An Institution cherished. sustained and il

luminated by such Suns, need feel but little concern should some fleet

ing clouds occasionally pass over it. "

During the evening about sixty of these volunteer toasts were given

—-several of them being prefaced by brief addresses. One of the note

worthy sentiments was, " Isaiah Thomas, Esq.—The oldest living Past

'Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts—Although the frosts of

eighty-two winters have gathered on his head. they have not chilled the

early affections that clustered around his heart." A letter was read

from this aged Masonic brother. its concluding sentiment revealing a

deep love for the Order which was then sutfering from the attacks of

Anti-Masons. The venerable writer says: “ May the blessing of

Heaven be, and abide on. the Masonic Family, and prosper all their

laudable endeavors for the promotion of Benevolence, Morality and

Religion. which compose the true basis of Freemasonry; of this truth

may all reasonable members of the human family, who are now 0p

posed to the Institution, be speedily convinced.” The closing senti

ment of the evening was, “The Great Masonic Hive—May there be

fewer drones; less buzzing and more honey." An original song closed

the exercises which were important and interesting. marking a day and

event long to be remembered in the history of Massachusetts Freema

sonry.

There are several striking features of this gathering which took place

over half a century ago and which impress themselves upon us as we

turn the yellow pages of the “ Mirror" and read its somewhat lengthy

account of this memorable celebration. The deep loyalty towards the

beloved Institution breathes from every sentiment uttered and echoes

in every speech made. It was at a time when it cost something to he
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a Mason and it required courage to openly avow one’s love and alle

giance to the cause which Anti-Masonry was striving to overthrow.

Opposition often arouses the sleeping spirit to action. Men were

ready to fight when Masonry was attacked, who, perhaps, in less

troubled times were indifferent and half-hearted to the great prin

ciples of the Fraternity. It would not be well to wish for a war to rise

against the Institution now so prosperous and commanding, but an at

tack upon the Order would doubtless result in the awakening of some

dormant Lodges, some indifferent Brethren who would warmly espouse

the persecuted Cause which now they think does not need their enthu

siastic support. The tempest of Anti-Masonry served to bind together

more closely than ever before the steadfast adherents of the Institution

and revealed to the Brethren their duties in the way of influence and

service in behalf of the great principles for which their brotherhood

stood.

Another distinctive feature of this gathering was the literary ability

which marked the addresses and the original sentiments. It was not

simply an opportunity for uttering commonplace remarks or attacking

those who were antagonistic t0 the ideas and fraternity represented;

the thoughts of speakers and writers were well-expressed, excellent in

diction and permeated by a spirit of tolerance, a breadth of thought

which are greatly to be Commended. Men offered the best fruits of

their intelligence to grace the occasion which for them meant the be

gining of more light, more truth, more education, more beneficence for -

the whole community.

The hopcfulness of the occasion is also made apparent. There was

no mourning over the past, no disquietude expressed for the troubled

present, no fears for-the results of the future. All were joyful and

happy as they congratulated each other upon the fact that soon a Temple

should be erected and 'set apart for the uses of Masonry, and their

gratitude that their beloved Order had been so far prospered and blest

was freely expressed. They did not, however, make of the occasion a

wild feast without reason or thought for the morrow, but they appre

ciated what the past had given them and what the future might bring,

if they continued as true and loyal citizens of our great Republic and

true and loyal members of the honored Fraternity. The editor of the

‘~ Mirror” in commenting upon the duties of ,Masons, says: “ The

path of duty to us is plain ; a steady, persevering but silent attention

to the just claims of the institution upon our time and our influence; a

readiness to adapt the institution in non-essentials, but never upon

compulsion, after deliberation and concert, to the present state of sO
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ciety in this republican community.” These are very good words now,

as they were then, to incite Masons to that quiet, steady influence of

moral living and good citizenship which do much to impress upon the

community the value of Masonry,--that it is an Institution whose prin

ciples are those of highest truth, whose works are those of benevolence

and brotherly kindness. The teachings of Masonry endure—they are

unaffected by time or place, and whether they are expressed in printed

words or embodied in human lives they are an abiding power for good

in the world, an influence which is not measured by time or space, but

ever is in the boundless eons of infinity.

\

cliffs.

"' TUDENTS of English literature have bestowed much thought

' and study upon the life and writings of him who is termed the

i 1 morning-star of the Reformation and who is forever honored

and remembered by his fellow men because of his services in their be

half. Our language owes a great debt to this man, John Wycliffe,

who, in the latter part of the fourteenth century, produced the first

English translation of the whole Bible—a work in which he may have

been aided to some extent by his enthusiastic followers. Far in ad

vance of his time, Wycliffe was a broad minded and earnest scholar, as

well as a zealous church reformer, a poineer in the movement to en

courage education and free thought among the masses. He openly

avowed his belief that all classes of men should be allowed to read the

Bible for themselws, that the Holy Book should' be translated and

copies freely circulated among the lower orders of society who should

be taught to read and receive the religious knowledge therein contained.

The ccclesiastics of the Church were in opposition to this, fearing a

loss of power over those whom they wished to keep in subjection.

should such translations be multiplied and such knowledge diffused.

They had no objection to learning, but it must be confined to those

having authority in the Church and must not be encouraged in any out

side its limits. Wycliffe thought differently and he had the courage of

his convictions. The love of freedom permeated his whole being; he

was fighting for liberty of mind as well as of conscience; he believed

that all men had the right to study and he taught the language of their

native land and with this acquirement as a foundation to follow the paths

of literature, should they so desire. These were held to be heretical
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views in the fourteenth century and, in consequence of them, Wyclifi’e

sufiered persecution and loss. but never wavered in the opinions which

he uttered with so much firmness until the end of life.

The biographical account of this great reformer and scholar is

meagre. research having failed to reveal much data that may be relied

upon concerning his mode of living. his associations and surroundings.

He was born, probably in 1320, in Yorkshire, England, and authori

ties connect his name with that ancient family celebrated in Scott’s

Marmion. Wycliffe, it is assumed was a student of Balliol College,

Oxford, and was afterwards fellow and master of the some college.

He continued to pursue his studies at Oxford and elsewhere for some

years, and in 1374 he was presented with the living of Lutterworth, in

Leicester'shire, which he held until his death. Wycliffe often visited

London and was a popular preacher there to congregations who were

already feeling the first impulses of dissatisfaction and revolt against

the Church and her methods. As, probably, the greatest scholar of

his time. Wycliffe commanded attention to, if not belief in, his princi

ples when he expounded them. and his sincerity of purpose won re

spect from those who doubted his wisdom. The portrait of him here

reproduced which forms the frontispiece of this number of the Rnrost

TORY, is well authenticated and will give our readers a conception of

the Yorkshire scholar whom we think of as a thin, wiry, eager person

ality, a frail body enclosing for a time a mighty spirit which should

kindle a flame of progress that should live through the centuries.

Determination is written on the face of Wycliffe and his far-seeing

eyes are illumined by the light which comes from within, from the

mind of the student who looks upon the glories that stand revealed by

his patient, hopeful search. We may well believe that even his op

ponents must recognize his greatness, for it spoke in his personality

and words. One who disliked him wrote, “Wyclifie was second to

none in philosophy, and in the discipline of the schools be was incom

parable."

In the little church at Lutterworth, a picture of a portion of whose

interior we present in this issue of the Rneosrroar, Wycliffe ministered

to a simple people most of whom did not realize their privilege in

listening to the foremost thinker and scholar of his day. In the quiet

English village Wycliffe found opportunity to write many of the long

articles and theses which proclaimed his views. Modern writers have

found his Opinions difficult to define because of his continual growth

along the lines of mental and moral progress. He was always the

seeker for truth and new ideas, and reform meant for him the bringing
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in of fresh light upon a subject as the mind became trained to receive

such illuminations. In these later days, many pamphlets and other

writings are ascribed to the authorship of Wycliffe whose authenticity

may be doubted, and whose teachings may be opposed to the views

held by the great reformer and promulgated in his treatises. That

Wycliffe was a great worker cannot be gainsaid. His energy was unflag

ging and he was by no means a recluse, as his love for study and litera

ture might indicate. He was many-sided in his sympathies and inter

ests. He was a missionary in his religious efforts to reach the poor

and neglected, in a time when such work was not carried forward by

the clergy or laymen. He made missionaries of his followers, and

they went forth to sow their seed by all waters, as no other teachers

were then doing. He believed in benevolent work and gave freely to

help the suffering and needy, exhorting his followers to do the same

and promote the principles of brotherhood in which he believed. His

service to the race can hardly be estimated in giving to them as he did

the translation of the Bible which is a landmark in religious history as

it is in the history of English literature, giving birth to a spirit of

religious freedom which resulted as it did in the Reformation. Wycliffe

may well be called the founder of English prose writing, for our lan

guage owes to his work much of its form and permanence. As an

author, Dean Milman writes of Wycliffe, “ He was a subtle schoolman,

and a popular pamphleteer. He addressed the students of the univer

sity in the language and logic of the schools; he addressed the vulgar,

which included no doubt the whole laity and the vast number of the

parochial clergy, in the simplest and most homely vernacular phrase.

Hence he is, as it were, two writers; his Latin is dry, argumentative,

syllogistic, abstruse, obscure; his English, rude, coarse, but clear, em

phatic, brief, vehement, with short, stinging sentences and perpetual

hard antitheses.”

Wyclifl’e enjoyed the patronage of John of Gaunt, whose efforts in

his behalf however, often caused trouble to the Reformer. In 1377 he

was commanded to appear at St. Paul, London, and answer to the

charges of heresy. Wycliffe did so, but the trial amounted to nothing

and he was discharged. Edicts were issued against the writer of these

treatises questioning the power of the Church, but though the charges

were of a serious nature they left him unmolested to continue his writ

ings at Lntterworth. He was summoned to appear at Rome in 1384,

the year in which his death occurred, but he did not go. Two previous

attacks of a. paralytic nature had left him in a state of bodily weakness,

and he died from the third seizure which came upon him while he was

s
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officiating at mass in his own parish church. His body was interred in

the little village which he loved, but it is said that his bones were

afterwards disinterred and burned, the ashes being cast into the Swift

whence “they were conveyed to the Avon, by the Avon to the Severn.

by the Severn to the narrow seas, and thence to the main ocean. Thus

the ashes of Wycliffe are the emblem of his doctrine which is now dis

persed all the world over.” '

There is much to admire in the character of this man who stood for

so much enlightenment and tolerance in an age darkened by super

stition and ignorance. We can but reverence the fearlessness of a

spirit which nothing could subdue and which, in its upward strivings

for knowledge, sought also the uplifting and enriching of the human

race. Not only has his influence permeated the religion of the world,

helping it to broadness of thought and tolerance of action but it has

alike diffused itself into the language and literature of a people who

stand for liberty of thought and action, and who are disciples and fol

lowers, though they may think themselves pioneers in the way, of him

who believed and affirmed by his words and writings that all men may

and must learn, as they have opportunity, and only thus will humanity

carry out the plan of the Infinite.

(Questions and. gitnsmers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated In the erosr'romr will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the Judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.--Enr1'os.]

“ Is the practice of wearing Masonic jewelry justifiable? I have re

cently been rebuked by a prominent Craftsman because I display a

somewhat costly symbolic ornament on my watch chain. If I am at

fault in this matter I would like to know it.”

Our opinion is that the conspicuous display of Masonic jewelry on

the person is not in the best taste. As a rule members of the Fraternity

whose example is best worth heeding do not decorate themselves with

symbols and ornaments to show their connection with the organization.

If they wear any symbolic ornament it is so placed as not to attract

special attention. The exhibiting of a profusion of Masonic jewelry by

a brother would certainly be no commendation to favor in the minds of

a
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well informed Masons. To advertise one's self as a Mason or Knight

Templar by wearing an immense pin or charm is in questionable taste,

to say the least. And yet the right to wear such decorations exists,

and each man must be a law to himself. Our opinion is that the right

should be exercised in a guarded manner, and if thus exercised we can

not see that the modest wearing of a Masonic ornament is open to any

serious objections. Good sense and a true estimate of Freemasonry

will mark the proper course of procedure.

“ Is it wrong under any and all circumstances to write or print the

secrets of Freemasonry? Do the obligations which Masons take for

bid their preparing or using rituals that thus set forth the secret

work?”

It makes a great difl’erence whether the preparing of a Masonic rit

ual in writing or cypher is for a lawful purpose. The'obligations re

ferred to do not forbid a brother from making marks, letters, or words,

when he acts under due authority and for well defined, legitimate ends.

For a lawful purpose, under the specific sanctions of Grand Lodge au

thority, a brother may put the ritual into some desired form for refer

ence. While holding to this opinion we are not insensihle of the danger

of such a practice; and the recent experience of the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts is a case in point. It goes without saying that the fewer

written or printed rituals are in existence—or keys to the same-the

better will it be for the Masonic Institution. The best of all methods

of imparting the secret ritual of Freemasonry is by the instructive

tongue of a well informed brother who is in personal communion with

the seeker after light and knowledge.

“ Are there any circumstances or conditions under which the Master

of a Masonic Lodge can properly cast two votes P"

We should answer this question in the affirmative. The Worshipful

Master does not lose his inherent rights of membership by being elected

to preside over the Lodge to which he belongs. He gains something of

power and privilege by being chosen Master. Our thought is. there

fore, that when a question is so presented to the Lodge as to require

decision by a majority vote, he may as a member express his judgment

by voting, and, afterwards, should the-votes be equally divided, he

may, in his official capacity, break the tie vote. In the general law

governing Templary it is expressly provided that in Commanderies of

Knights Templars the Eminent Commander has the right to vote on all

questions, and also, in the case of a tie, to give the casting vote. But
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while this seems to be the law. we cannot refrain from an expression

of opinion that a presiding officer would act most wisely in not exercis

ing his first named right to vote on occasions when a close contest is

anticipated and it appears to be quite possible that he maybe called

upon to cast the deciding vote.

“What constitutes a quorum in a Lodge of Masons? How many

members of a Lodge must there be in attendance for the lawful trans

action of business?”

In some jurisdictions very precise rules are laid down as to what

officers of a Lodge shall be present together with what number of mem

bers in order that business niay be lawfully transacted. There is some

variation in the requirements thus imposed. According to the terms of

the ritual of Freemasonry three Craftsmen under certain conditions may

have power to open a Lodge and do work; but it does not follow that

so small a number, even if they were all members of the same Lodge,

would he clothed with the ahthority to proceed to the transaction of

business. We should question, indeed, whether three or five members

have authority, unless such power is directly given by Grand Lodge

legislation in the territory covered. to transact the business of a Sub

ordinate Lodge. No Grand Master would think of granting a Dispen

sation to three or even five petitioners to establish a new Lodge—he

would require at least seven applicants for the authorizing of a new

Lodge; and by a parity of reasoning not less than seven members of

a Lodge should constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.

“ In what sense is the word Atheist defined when interposed as a bar

rier to the admitting of an applicant into a Masonic Lodge ?"

An atheist is one who denies the existence of God ; and such an one

is consequently ineligible to become a member of the Masonic Fratern

ity. The Supreme Architect of the Universe, God the Father, is differ

ently apprehended and defined by-diffcrent minds; but there can be no

question as to the broad, deep gulf which separates believers in Deity

from unbelievers. As already stated there are various views entertained

as regards the being, perfections, and manner of rule of Jehovah.

These differences do not matter, so far as Freemasonry is concerned,

if only there is a strong conviction in the mind of an applicant for the

degrees of Freemasonry that “rare is a God. But there must be this

much of faith—a willingness to profess belief in the existence of a

Supreme Being, the Creator, Ruler, and Judge of men. Such a meas

ure of Faith constitutes an essential prerequisite for admission within

the lines of the Masonic Institution.
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Editnrial Irlintas.

FRATERNITY is a significant word. It implies a close and helpful re

lation between brethren. It suggests the application of the principles

of fellowship, forbearance, toleration, and brotherly love, thus prepar

ing the way for the best work that is possible and the most blessed

conditions of satisfaction and serenity. But the word is often mis

applied. There is talk sometimes about fraternal interests and relations

when, in reality, the spirit of hardness and selfishness rules. instead of

a true fraternity. “ Oh! Liberty; what crimes are committed in thy

name l” said Madame Roland on her way to meet death by the guil

lotine. Fraternity is a word sometimes invoked by those who have

never drunk deeply of its spirit—whose words and works clearly show

that they do not practically recognize the principles and ties of brotherly

love.

How mucu rowan has a Master over his Lodge? This question has

come to the front again and is just now being considered by several of

our esteemed contemporaries. Bro. H. B. Grant holds that a Master

of a Masonic Lodge is bound to follow “ parliamentary law.” and

further maintains that if he does not thus conform, his decisions may

he set aside or overruled. \Ve have been instructed differently. Until

a comparatively recent period we never heard the proposition affirmed

that “ parliamentary law " must be strictly followed by the Master of

a Masonic Lodge, and that, should his rulings be dissented from by his

Lodge, a majority of that Lodge could set aside the Master's decisions.

We do not subscribe to this modern doctrine. It is much better for

Freemasonry to have an autocrat in the Oriental Chair than it is to turn

a Lodge into a mere Debating Society.

FAITHFUL, LONG coarmuen ssavwn in the interests of any worthy

cause is quite sure to be recognized. A Craftsman who is always ready

to give time and money to promote the interests of his Lodge will

surely gain the esteem of his brethren. When he is not only con

spicuously devoted and generous, but also possesses a strong individ

uality, with manifold excellent traits of mind and character, he holds

still more securely the honor and the affection of those with whom he

is associated. Our friend and well known brother, W. Bro. Geo. H.

Burnham of Providence, for twenty-one years treasurer of St. John’s

Lodge in that city, is a worthy illustration of the statements here

affirmed. The recent- presentation to him by the Lodge. of a beautiful
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“ loving-cup,” duly inscribed, was a fitting token of the kind and grate

ful feeling which goes out to him from the hearts of the membership of

“ Old St. John’s."

OFFICIAL uorrca has been served on members of the Roman Catholic

Communion that they must not become connected with the Knights of

Pythias, Odd Fellows, or Sons of Temperance, and that if they now

belong to these Societies or any one of them it is in order for them to

forthwith break the connection. This last Papal decree, relating to se

cret fraternal organizations, has been read in several Catholic Churches

within the last few weeks. It seems that Papacy is not content at ful

minating edicts against Freemasonry, but now attacks these other

societies. How much effect the decree from Rome will have upon the

prosperity of these several organizations remains to be seen. Our

thought is that the Societies will live and flourish notwithstanding this

latest edict. ‘

A NARROW anan MAN is out of place in a Masonic Lodge. There

must be some breadth of thought and ideas in the true Mason. He

should have magnanimity and generosity of feeling. He should have

respect for the opinions of other people. The teachings of Free

masonry by word and symbol are very poorly illustrated by those

Craftsmen who are full of prejudices, and who would like to force their

brethren to follow their wishes in all matters. Freemasonry bears the

stamp of tolerance and liberality, and its best representatives are those

brethren who do not cherish resentments—who take broad views of all

subjects, and who can walk and work with their brethren of different

religions creeds and political opinions. '

A ascas'r number of the Military News was embellished by the per

trait of Col. George M. Moulton, of Chicago, Commander of Second

Regiment of the Illinois National Guard. Accompanying the picture

was a brief biographical sketch of Bro. Moulton, from which we copy

the following: “Colonel Moulton is an enthusiastic Mason and has

received the highest honors in that fraternity which can be bestowed.

Nearly every otlicial station from the lowest to the highest in the

various grades and organizations have been filled by him. He is a 33°

Mason and Past Commander-in-Chief of Oriental Consistory of Chica

go. a Knight Templar, Past Eminent Commander of St. Bernard

.Commandery, Past Grand Commander of the State, and now holds

high oflice in the Grand Encampment of the United States. In Lodge,

Chapter and Council, both Grand and Subordinate, the official stations
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are few which have not at some time during his twenty years of amlia

tion, been occupied by the subject of this sketch." The record of the

honors attained by our friend attests the steadfastuess of his devotion

to Masonic and Templar interests, as well as the various important

services which he has rendered.

Masonic “flaws.

[The items that appear under tbls head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented In this department we are indebted to the personsl favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we mskc extracts. Our aim ls to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while of course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Mm

sonic News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. “'0 shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Masonic Centennial Celebration at

Greenfield, Mass.

On Monday, February 7, 1895, Re

publican Lodge of Masons, at Green

field, Mass., celebrated its one hun

dredth birth day in a most successful

manner. Prominent Craftsmen were

present, some of them coming from

distant localities. The officers of the

Grand Lodge were in attedance; they

I were met at the depot in Greenfield

and escorted to the church by Repub

lican Lodge. The exercises at the

church, beginning at 4 P. M., were as

follow: Organ prelude, Mrs. Carrie

E. Davis; prayer, Rev. Brother Elias

A. Hodge; quartet, Masonic hymn,

' “From East to West,” Brothers Day,

Green, Beals and Bassett; address of

welcome, Brother Charles H. McClel

lan; response, M. W. Grand Master

Edwin B. Holmes; quartet, “Jubi

late ;" historical address, Rev. Brother

P. Voorhees Finch; recitation, Miss

Elizabeth Johnson; quartet, “Behold

how good and how plcztsantg“ organ

postlude.

Bro. C. H. McClellan, for many

years a resident of Greenfield and

especially active in the work of all

Masonic bodies there located, gave an

admirable address charged with whole

some sentiments aud prophecies of

hope for the future of the Lodge.

M. W. Bro Holmes, Grand Master,

also delivered a pleasant address. The

historical address by Rev. Bro. Finch,

which showed careful preparation,

was received with a marked degree of

favor. The banquet in the evening,

at the Opera House, was attended by

some six hundred brethren. The

auditorium was handsomely decorat

ed. Rev. Bro. Finch was the toast

master at the post prandial exercises.

In the discharge of the duties of the

position he presented in fitting words

the various speakers of the evening.

Among them were the following

named brothers: Edwin B. Holmes,

Grand Master; S. Lothrop Thorndike,

Deputy Grand Master; Sereno l).

Nickel-son, Grand Secretary; Charles

H. McClellan, Herbert. 0. Parsons,

Dr, Walter M. Wright, Warren M.

King and Hiram V. Smith. The ex



328 FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y.

ercises gave great satisfaction to all

who were privileged to attend. {e

publiean Lodge has made a good re

cord during the past hundred years

and it enters upon a second century

with the prospect. of increased pros

perity and usefulness.

Union of The Scottish Rite Bodies

in Boston, Mass.

Boston Lodge of Perfection and

Lafayette Lodge of Perfection have

become consolidated. The joint body

will be called the HBoston-Lafayette

Lodge of Perfection." it is the only

Lodge of that kind in Boston. It has

a membership of nearly 1500, making

it the largest. Lodge of Perfection in the

world. Bro. Samuel Wells presided

at. the election of oliieers for the

united body, which resulted as fol

lows: Moses C. Plummer, 33", Grand

Master; Augustus Ridgway, 32’, Dep

uty Grand Master; John H. Bowker.

32’. Senior Grand Warden; William

B. Lawrence, 32", Junior Grand War

den ; Ferdinand M. Trefett, 32°. Grand

Orator; Joseph W. Work, 33", Grand

'l‘reasurer; Benjamin W. Rowell, 33",

Grand Secretary; James 5. Blake, 32’,

Grand Master of Ceremonies; Joseph

T. Dyer, 32°, Grand Hospitaller; John

Latto, 32”, Grand Captain of the

Guard; Frank W. Budd, 32“, Grand

Tyler; James A. Alexander, 32°, Senti

nel; Howard M. Dow, 32°, Organist;

Samuel 0. Lawrence, 33°, Trustee of

permanent fund for three years; Eu

gene A. Holton, 32“, for two years;

Set-anus Bowen, 32°, for one year.

The following named oflicers were

appointed by Grand Master Plummer:

Amos F. Chase, E. Mertain Hatch,

Edward W. Wise, William F. Me

Quillan. Nathan B. Bit-kford, Albert

F. Newhouse, Frank C. Hyde, John

J. Van Valkenburgh and George 0.

Colby, Guards; William M. Devitt.,

Charles A. Stillings and Thomas W.

Rogers, Keepers.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Enthusiastic Meeting of Knights

Templar: in Pittsburg, Pa.

The local papers of Pittsburg fur

nish accounts of a recent meeting of

the Knights 'l‘emplars of that city, at

which much enthusiasm was mani

fested in behalf of the movement to

bring the Triennial of the Grand En

campment to l’ittsbnrg in 1898. A

Committee of Correspondence and Visi

tation was appointed. Evidently the

desire is strong to Secure the designa

tion of Pittsburg for the place of

meeting, and nothing will be left un

done in the exercise of proper in

fluence to ensure success. A guaran

tee fund of $35,000 has already been

raised, while more than twice this

sum is informally assured.

Annual Assembly of Grand Council

of Pennsylvania.

Grand Master, Bro. Joel S. Baby,

presided at the annual meeting of the

governing body of the Cryptic Rite,

held at Masonic ‘l‘emple, Philadelphia,

on Wednesday, February 13, 1895.

The attendance was large and includ

ed many well known Craftsmen. The

Grand Master‘s address represented

Cryptic Masonry in Pennsylvania to

be growing in interest and numbers.

Resolutions were passed in recogni

tion of the noble character and ex

tended usefulness of Past Grand Mas

ter Charles C. Boer, deceased. Com

panion Wm. '1‘. Corson was elected

Grand Master, and Companion Joshua

L. Lyte was elected Grand Recorder.
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THE WEST.

Annual Meeting of the Grand Lodge

of Minnesota.

The forty-second annual communica

tion of the Grand Lodge of Minnesota,

held at St. Paul, Jan. 16 and 17, 1895,

was numeroust attended. Reports

were made indicating that the past

year had been one of progress and

prosperity. The net gain in member

ship was 520. Minnesota now has 200

active Lodges with 14,543 members.

There is a general fund of $12,864,

and a “Widows' and Orphans” Fund“

of $15,061. Three Lodges have been

chatered during the last year. The

proceedings were for the most part of

only local interest. The following

named brethren were chosen to be

officers of the Grand Lodge for the

year ensuing: Calvin L. Brown, Mor

ris, Grand Master; James F. Lawless,

St. Paul, ‘Deputy Grand Master;

Alonzo 'l‘. Stcbbins, Rochester, Senior

Grand Warden; Alonzo Brandenburg,

Fergus Falls, Junior Grand Warden;

Joseph 11. Thompson, Minneapolis,

Grand Treasurer; Thomas Montgom

ery, St. Paul, Grand Secretary; Rev.

Robert Forbes, Duluth, Grand Ora

tor;1’.ev L. D. Boyton, Rochester,

Grand Chaplain; Wm. E. Covey.

Duluth, Senior Grand Deacon; Geo.

H. Munro, Morris, Junior Grand

Deacon; Milton McFadden, Brainerd,

Grand Standard Bearer; Frank G.

Handy, Willlnnr, Grand Sword Bear

er; Robert C. Hine, St. Paul, Senior

Grand Steward; Oscar L. Cutter,

Anokn. Junior Grand Steward; John

S. Gliapman, Albert Lea, Grand Pur

suivant; Jean C. Fischer, St Paul,

Grand Tyler.

Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Michigan.

The Grand Lodge of Michigan held

an important session in Detroit on

Jan. 22, 23 and 24, 1895. The corner

stone of a new Masonic Temple was

laid by the Grand Master in presence

of the Grand Lodge and a numerous

audience on January 23d. There was

a procession including at least 3000

Craftsmen. It was the Semi-Centen

nial of Grand Lodge, and that event

was duly celebrated. AddreSses were

made by Grand Master Hugh Mc

Curdy and others.- The Grand Lodge

refused to accept the Masonic Home

at Grand Rapids. The Tyler expresses

its regret at the action taken. It says

that the adverse vote will send a thrill

of sorrow through thousands of hearts

in Michigan and will work very much

to the disadvantage of the Home. it

gives the following particulars: “The

Vote on the proposition accepting the

ownership and charge of the Home,

was taken about noon, and to the as

tonishment of u very large and re

spectable portion of the body it was

defeated by 125 to 189 against, each

blue lodge having three votes. Out of

the 407 lodges in the State, only

seventy last year contributed to the

support of the Home. and these were

unanimous in favorof the maintenance

of the institution by the Grand Lodge.

The defeat of the proposition was

therefore accomplished by the non

contributing lodges, and the vote il

lustrates very emphatically the strin

gency of the present times and the

aversion of the smaller lodges to as

sume more financial obligations than

they are under at preSent.”

The following officers were elected

by the Grand Lodge for the year en

suing: Edwin L. Bowring, Grand

Master ; John J. Carton. Deputy

Grand Master; Lou B. Winsor, Senior

Grand Warden; Wm. Wente, Grand

Treasurer ; Jefferson S. Conovcr,

Grand Secretary; Arthur M. Clark,

Grand Lecturer and Visitor; Rev. .-\.'

A. Knappen, Grand Chaplain; James

I
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Bradley, JuniorGrand Warden ; Frank

T. Lodge, Senior Grand Deacon; Lu

cien E. Wood, Junior Grand Deacon;

Frank 0. Gilbert, of Bay City, Grand

Marshal; Alex. McGregor, Grand Ty

ler.

Annual Meeting of the Grand Con

sistory of California.

The forty-eighth annual Convoca

tion of the governing body of the

Scottish Rite in California was held

at Masonic Temple, San Francisco,

January 9 and 10, 1895. The Grand

Master Bro. Chas. L. Patton, 33", pre

sided and gave an address of much in

terest. He made a strong argument

against atiiliation fees in Masonic

bodies. and recommended that such

a fee as charged by the Grand Con

sistory be abolished. By the reports

presented it was shown that there had

been considerable gains in assets and

in membership during the last year.

Bro. Henry A. Cline, 33", San Fran

cisco, was elected Grand Master, and

Bro. Geo. J. Hoke, 32), San Francis

co, was elected Grand Registrar.

THE SOUTH.

One Hundred and Eighth Annual

Session of the Grand Lodge of

North Carolina.

This venerable Grand Lodge was

convened at Raleigh on January 8, 9,

and 10, 1895. Much interest was shown

in the consideration of matters relat

ing to the Masonic Orphan Asylum at

Oxford. A subscription in aid of the

institution was taken, resulting in the

obtaining of $3,000. The sum of $5,

000 was appropriated by the Grand

Lodge to improve the Asylum build

ings, and Bro. B. N. Duke of Durham,

N. C. added $5,000 for the same pur

pose. There are 192 children in the

Oxford Asylum—100 boys and 92 girls.

The total receipts for 1894, were 824,

237, of which the State contributed

810,000, the Grand Lodge 83,500,

while individual donors—Masons and

others, made up the balance. Bro F.

M. Moye was elected Grand Master,

and Bro. John C. Drcwry was elected

Grand Secretary. Some member of

the Rain family has held this last

named otiicc almost from the estab

lishment of the Lodge.

Decisive Action Taken.

The Grand Chapter of Texas, at its

Annual Convocation, held in Decem

ber last, after carefully considering

the invitation to become a constituent

or subordinate of the General Grand

Chapter of the United States, by an

overwhelming majority, as appears by

the proceedings, passed the following

resolutions :

“Resolved, that the Grand Royal

Arch Chapter of Texas returns its

thanks to the General Grand Chapter

of the United States for its courtesy

to the committee of this Grand Chap

ter which visited that body at Topeka

in August last.

“Resolved, that while entertaining

the highest respect and most cordial

brotherly feeling for the Royal Ar-rh

Masons who are members of the Gen

eral Grand Chapter of the United

States, as well as for all those Grand

Chapters which acknowledge its juris

diction and supremacy, the Grand

Royal Arch Chapter of Texas deems

it inexpedicnt to surrender its own

sovereignty as an independent Masonic

body, and believes that the true in

terests of Capitular Masonry will be

best promoted by adhering to the

action it has already taken towards

the General Grand Chapter of the

United States."
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R. W. George M. Carpenter,

M. W. Edward L. Freeman,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. Ackley,

isaséfisssssssssa

. Henry W. Rugg.

. W. Edwin Baker,

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR 1894-95.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Elisha II. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Grand Master.

. Edward P. Lowden, N0. 10, Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

. William H. Crawley, N0. 3, Warren, Senior Grand Warden.

V. Cyrus M. Van Slyck, N0. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

. Milton Livsey, N0. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Frederick G. Stiles, No. 37, Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

. J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phenix, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Arthur H. Armington, No. 21, Providence, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Charles B. Manchester, No.4, Providence, Fifth Dist. D. G. Master.

v. and W. Henry W. Rugg, D. D., No. 1, Providence, Grand Chaplain.

‘fiéé
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. Albert H. Williams, No. 37, Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howard Walker, N0. 10, Pawtuckct, Junior Grand Deacon.

Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Scnlor Grand Steward.

. Joseph M. Bates. No. 24, Central Falls, Junior Grand Steward.

Philip S. Chase, No. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Grand Sword Bearer.

James E. Tillinghast, No. 27, Providence, Grand Pursuivant.

Albert. L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry C. Armstrong.

FOREIGN coaassronnaucs.

W. Henry 0. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

W. J. M. Addeman,

CHARTERS AND BY-LAWS.

R. W. George N. Bliss,

It. W. J. Howard Manchester.

GRAND OFFICERS, REPORTS.

M. W. Newton D. Arnold,

M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman White.

W. W. H. Scott.
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS.

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunce.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITA’I‘ION, ETC.

b‘t. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawtucket;

Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence;

Barney Merry Lodge, No; 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centredale; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alban's Lodge, No.6, Bristol; St.

Paul’s Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18. Greenville; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene ; Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wickford; Harmony Lodge, No. 4, Pawtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No; 11, East Greenwich; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

Districtl and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13,

Woonsocket; St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge, No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdale; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Ma

sonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7, Chepachet; Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22, Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence ; Nes

tell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Charles 8. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, March, 1895.

[This list is intended to include meetings in lthode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

these held in Providence. “is trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate list for each mODlD.—EDITOR.]

Lonoss.

Atlantic. . . . . . . . . .No. 31.. . . .New Shoreham. .. . . . . . . . . .Saturday evening, 9.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'l‘uesday “ 12.

Barney Merry.. . N0. 29. .. Pawtucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 25.

Charity . . . . . . . . . No 2‘5. . . . .Hope Valley. . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 7.

Doric . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 38. . . .Auburn. . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. Wednesday “ 18.

Eureka . . . . . . . . . .No. 22... . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 5.

Friendship . . . . . ..No. 7.....Chepachet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Satnrday “ 9.

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No. 20... . . Westerly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday " 5.

Granite . . . . . . . .No. 26. . . Harrisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 16.

Hamilton. . .. . . .No. 15... . .Clayville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Baturday “ 9.

Harmony . . . . ..No. 9, ...Pawtuxet. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tucsday " 5.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . .No. 25. . . . . Wakefield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday " 6.

Ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 28. ...Grcene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Eriday " 8.

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . ..No_ 24. . . . .Central Falls. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 18.

King Solomon’s.. .No. 11.. . . .East Greenwich . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 5.

Manchester. . . . . . .No. 12.. . . .Anthony.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday " 8.

Mount Moriah . . .No. 8... . .Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday " 8,

Morning Star. . .. No. 13 . . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 7.

Rising Sun. . . . . .No. 30.. . . East Providence . . . . . . . . . .Friday “ 22.

Roger Williams. .No. 32. ...Centredale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..b‘aturday “ 9.

St. Alban's. No. 6 Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 6.

St. John‘s. . . . . . ..No. 1.. . . .Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 4.

St. Paul's .. No. 14.... Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 11.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 18. .. Greenville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday " 16.

Union. . . . . . . . . . No. 10... . .Pawtncket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Wednesday “ 6.

Unity. . . . . . . . . . .No. 34. . . . .Lonsdale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 5,

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tnesday “ 12.

Warwick . . . . . . . ..No. 16. .. Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 7.

Washington. . . . . No. 3... . Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 5.

Washington . . . . ..No. 5.....Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.

ROYAL sues cusr'rnus.

Aquidneck . . . . . ..No. 9.....Portsnionth . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday evening. 4.

Franklin.. . . . . . . .No. 7. . . . Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 13.

Hope . . . . . . . . . .. No. 6. . . .Bristoi.. . .. . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.

Landmark . . . . .. No. 10.....l’hcnix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 15.

Newport , . . . . . ..No. 2.. . . .Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 26.

Pawtuckct . . . . . . .No. 4. . . . Pawtucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 13.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 3. ...Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .-..Wednesday “ 13.

Scituate . . . . . . . .. No. 8... . .Scituate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday " 16.

Union . . . . . . . . . . .No. 5. . . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.
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COUNCILS, R. AND B. M.

Deblois. . . . . . . . ..N0. 5.....Newp0rt . . . . . . (Apnual).'l‘uesday eVening, 12.

Pawtucket . . . . . ..No. 2. . . . .Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 4.

Webb . . . . . . . . . ..No. 3... . .Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 12.

Woonsocket. ....N0. 4.....Woonsocket .(Annual).Tuestlay “ 19.

COMMANDERIES.

Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . .. No. 29... . .Norlh Attleboro, Mass. .Friday evening, S.

Godfrey (le Bouillon. . N0. 25.. . . .Fall River, Mass. . . . . . . . Monday “ 18.

Holy Sepulchre . . . . ..No. 8. ...Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday _ “ 15.

Narragansett . . . . . . . ..No. 27.....Westerly . . . . . . . . . . .. .Monday “ 11.

Sutton. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..No. 16 .New Bedford, Mass . ..'l‘hursday “ 7.

Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . .No. 24. . . ..Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ i2.

scor'rlsa m'ra BODIES.

Van chselaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday evening, 12.

Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR MARCH, 1895.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday evening,

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday “

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “

Orpheus Lodge, No. 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ,. . . Wednesday "

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “

Providence Council, Crvptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday “

St. John’s Commandery, No. 'l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “

Scottish Rite Bodies , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday "

Grand Chapter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “

Adelphoi Lodge, No.33, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday

toP

“NNut-sun»

Pr'?‘:*9°r‘>‘*°°r'!°“~1
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Rhode Island and liic'mitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear

Secretaries and other oflicern of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren. are invited and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, notices, eic._ received by the Editor not later than

the 20111 of any month will find place in the lane oi the month out following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.|

W. BRO. GEO. H. BURNHAM, for twenty-one years the treasurer of St.

John’s Lodge, Providence, received from the Lodge at its last communication,

Feb. 20, 1895, a beautiful and significant token of the regard in which he is

held by the members of that organization. The token was in the form of an

artistic loving-cup of silver, of appropriate design and ornamentation. The

inscription on the cup is as follows:

1873

THIS LOVING CUP

Is PRESENTED 'ro

WORSHIPFUI. GEORGE HENRY BURNHAM

BY

ST. JOHNS LODGE _

ANCIENT FREE “no ACCEPTED Masons

NUMBER ONE IN TIIE TOWN 0I-‘ PROVIDENCE,

AS A VISIBLE MEANS OF APPRECIATION 0F Ins

TWENTY—ONE YEARS OF SERVICE

as TREASURER OF THE LODGE.

1894.

TIIE ANNUAL \VIXTER SOCIAL of Calvary Commandery, No. 13, took place

the nineteenth of last month in Freemasons Hall. Elaborate preparations

were made by an efl‘icient committee of arrangements, to whom the details of

such an affair are as their A B C’s; consequently everything possible was

done to promote the comfort and pleasure of the numerous and brilliant com

pany which had assembled to participate in the festivities. 'l‘he entertain

ment consisted of a concert by Reeves’ orchestra, personally conducted by

that eminent master, and in which the chief soloists found place, a banquet

in 'l‘illinghast‘s best style, and an attractive programme of a round dozen of

dances completed the entertainment. All the arrangements were carried out

to perfection and the evening was one of unalloyed pleasure. and at its close

the question among the ladies was: “ will they have another?”

BROTHER JOIIN SIDNEY ROGERS, an esteemed and active Craftsman in the

various branches of Masonry, departed this life Feb. 2ist ult., after a short

illness which. commencing with a slight cold, soon became pneumonia.

Brother Rogers was a man of stalwart frame and in perfect health; scarcely

ever knowing a day‘s sickness until he was prostrated with that which ended his

mortal days. His unfailing good nature,‘ready wit and strong sense, made

him a most companionable man, yet his heart was as tender as a child's, and
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his open hand was ever ready to render assistance whenever needed. He had

no near relatives, and his only home was among his Masonic brethren. In

their companionship was his delight, and he was a constant attendant at the

meetings of the bodies in which he held membership, as well as others wherein

his social qualities made him an ever welcome guest. Outside the Masonic

fraternity he was equally popular. His official duties (which were those of

sanltary inspector for the Board of Public Health) were arduous and trying,

requiring tact, firmness, and exceeding good ’nature; all these qualities he

possessed in an eminent degree, and his administration of the aflairs of his

public station was marked by fidelity and success, and met the warmest

approval of his superiors in ofiice. His funeral was solemnized Sunday, Feb.

17th, from Freemasons Hall, ahd the vast throng of friends and associates in

fraternal, oflicial and private life. attested the high esteem in which our

deceased brother was held by all who knew him. The Masonic Burial Office

was read by Wor. Bro. S. S. Rich, Master of Rising Sun Lodge, of which the

decased was a Past Master. The address was by Rev. Bro. Eddy, I). D., and

the music. by the Temple Quartette. The service was very impressive, the

floral tributes were many and beautiful, and thus amidst the surroundings

and in the place most dear to our brother, his hosts of friends looked their

last on all that was mortal of him who held so large a place in their esteem.

The interment took place in Swan Point Cemetery, where the Masonic C0|n~

mittal Service was performed by the Wor. Master and brethren of Rising Sun

Lodge. '

AT The ANNUAL MEETING of Unity Lodge, No. 34, at Lonsdale, R. l.,

held on Tuesday evening, Feb. 12th ultimo, the following named brethren

were elected officers: W. M., Robert G. McMeehan; S. W., George Wallnsley;

J. W. Eli Batley; Treasurer, George Sherman; Secretary, William Martin;

Chaplain, Joseph Lesty; S. D. Walter Hindley; J. D., Thomas Beswick;

S. S_. Alex. Meiklejohn; J. 5., Irvin J. Edmiston; Marshal, George W. Haw- '

kins; Sentinel, Edwin Saxon; M. ., William Pollitt; Tyler, Thomas Lam

bert.

The oflicers were installed by the Most Worshipful Grand Master, Bro. E.

H. Rhodes, assisted by R. W. Bro. A. H. Armington. At the close of the

installing service a collation was served, after which the brethren listened to

limely words from the Grand Officers and others. Unity Lodge is in a flour

ishing condition. Its affairs are well managed, and its. members have the

interests of the Fraternity and of the Lodge constantly in mind.

UALVARY COMMANDERY, with St. John‘s as its guest. attended divine ser

vice at Grace Church, Sunday evening, Feb. 24th, by invitation of the rector,

the Rev. F. W. Tompkins. The topic of the address was “Conflict and Sacri

fice.” Cavalry Comlnandery was headed by Sir James E. Tillinghast, E.

Commander, and numbered about seventy-five, and St. John‘s was led by Sir

George M. Carpenter, E. Commander of that body, with the principal oillcers

and about thirty-five Knights. The services were largely attended and very

interesting.

FEBRUARY 22d ultimo, the anniversary of its patron Saint, George Wash

ington, Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, held its annual social festival. There was a

very large attendance of members and their friends, and all were agreeably

entertained by the Lodge, represented by a committee who made matters very

comfortable for the participants. There were musical and literary eXercises,

readings, etc., and a very choice programme of dances and a fine collation.

The annual meeting for the choice of officers took place in the afternoon'
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The Song I neuer Sing.

As when in dreams we sometimes hear

A melody so faint and fine,

And musically sweet and clear,

It flavors all the atmosphere

With harmony divine;

So, often in my waking dreams,

I hear a melody that seems

Like fairy voices whispering

To me the song I never sing.

Sometimes when brooding o’er the years

My lavish youth has thrown away,

When all the glowing past appears

But as a mirage that my tears

Have crumbled to decay.

I thrill to find the ache and pain

Of my remorse is stilled again,

As, forward bent and listening,

I hear the song I never sing.

The echoes of old voices sound

In limpid streams of laughter where

The river 'l‘ime runs bubble-crowned,

And giddy eddies ripple round

The lilies growing there;

Where roses, bending o‘er the brink,

Drain their own kisses as they drink,

And ivies climb and twine and cling

Around the song I never sing.

—James Whitcomb Riley.
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Is rThere “ Eliot:th m a flame?” .

"i'tl— HEN Past Master‘ Robert Grant died, and was buried with

Masonic honors by the Fraternity, members coming in throngs

'_3 r‘ from all the surrounding Lodges, he left to the care of others

two babes, twins, scarce two years old, his wife having died but a few

weeks after they were born. He died in what should have been the

prime of life, but heart disease had come to him by inheritance, and

over exertion at a fire exhausted nature’s failing resources, and ere the

flames were quenched he fell dead at the feet of his friends.

Had be but retained his own, he might have left Robbie and Viola a

competence, but he was generous to a fault, and his name had been on

scores of notes by way of security that he alone had to meet, while his

contributions to Masonic charities far excelled those of many far

wealthier than he. None condemned his lack of business tact, but

they honored and loved him, and no one in the country had ever been

followed to the grave by a throng so imposing in numbers or social

position as be.. But it is of the orphan children we are to write. A

home worth fifteen hundred dollars, and the same amount of personal

property was the sum of their joint inheritance. It was not a question

whether the children could find any one to tenderly care for them, but

a friendly struggle among the brethren as to whose doors should wel

come them. Brother Rowland Motfitt, a bachelor, and therefore a dis

interested party, was by general consent made umpire, and, having a

mind of his own, consulted with himself for a half-day, and Robbie

found himself domiciled with Brother Howard Blanche, and Viola with

Brother Austin Wheeler. Mrs. Blanche, as was her manner, greeted

Robbie with a tender welcome, and in three days he was as contented

as if he had been born beneath the roof now above him. Effie Wheeler,

when Viola was brought to her home, clasped her in her arms, showered

kisses on her lips and brow, danced over the floor, sang, laughed, and

then delighted the child by introducing her to the parrot, a bird of rare

plumage, and rare talent for laughing and crying, for conversation and

song, and was the wonder of the town. As the homes of the Wheelers

and Blanches were but a square apart, the children were frequently

brought together, and the parrot soon learned their names, to their in

tense delight, and never mistook them for other children.

Two years of almost unalloyed happiness passed over the heads of

the twins when the Western fever took possession of brother Blanche,

and be persuaded brother Wheeler to follow him six months later. But,
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man proposes. God disposes, says the French proverb. Four months

after their departure word came of the death of brother Blanche and

wife, victims of the fatal diphtheria. Robbie had been assigned to a

worthy Mason with no children of his own, and was being well cared

for. Brother Blanche’s next heir was an only sister, and she at once

employed a young but enterprising lawyer to go “fest and see to her

interests in the estate. The Master of the Lodge requested him to

bring Robbie back with him if he had not been legally transferred, or

even then, if possible. On the lawyer’s arrival he found that brother

Lanson, to whom Robbie had been legally transferred, was in love with

his own wife, and she mildly but firmly refused to give up their claim

under the law. Her husband, she declared, was just as good a Mason

and as kind-hearted as any one in the East, and as to the brother and

sister being separated, let them send the sister West. There were

dozens of Masons who would be glad to take her, if she was half as

good as Robbie. While Brother Austin Wheeler had partially given

up the idea of going West, several of his neighbors had concluded to

go, and he disposed of his interests, and six months after Brother

Blanche’s death he and his family and friends arrived in the thriving

village where they hoped to meet Robbie. They were destined to hit—

ter disappointment, Brother Lanson had relatives in California and

Oregon, no one knew where, and he had sold out three months before,

and had gone to the Pacific Slope, expressing his determination to set

tle down in one of the two States named. Austin Wheeler and Etiie

felt that half their errand in the West was a failure. The twins had

taken a strong hold on their hearts, and to separate them was cruel. I

fear that Effie did not remember Brother Lanson in her prayers.

Seven years passed away. Austin Wheeler had sent to every county

auditor in California and Oregon a printed letter, inquiring if the name

of Henry Lanson appeared on the tax list of their own cennty, hoping

thereby to trace Robbie’s guardian for future reference, if nothing

more, for the orphans. Two of the name were found, but they were

not the party sought. We may as well state here that brother Lanson's

wife died while they were still visiting their friends; he gave over R0b~

bie to a wealthy cousin on his mother’s side, and went to Colorado and

engaged in mining. To do him justice, however, he did try hard to

remember the long Indian name of the town where Robbie was born

and would have written to his friends. But the orphan had fallen into

good hands.

At the end of seven years, when Viola was twelve, Austin Wheeler,

who was merehandizing, discouraged by the failure of three crops in
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succession, and “the sound of the grasshopper in the land," responded

favorably to an invitation from a cousin living near Sacramento, Cali

fornia, to join him in the merchantile trade. And again Austin

Wheeler, Edie and Viola took their way westward.

“ We may find Robbie," said Edie. “Heaven grant it,” said her

husband, and both spoke in low tones, that they might not awaken

yearnings in Viola’s heart. She was happy as a bird under their ten

der care, and sung like one, too. Every dollar of her inheritance, as

it came in rentals or interest, was reserved for her education. Never

was orphan more loved and cherished. '

Their new home was a village a few miles below Sacramento. Cousin

Herbert Wheeler had already enlarged his store room in anticipation

of Austin’s coming, and in a few days they were in the full tide of suc

cessful business;

Two years passed, and Viola, with her quick intelligence, required a

higher grade of intellectual culture than she found in the village school.

The railroad ofiered a convenient mode of reaching Sacramento, and

the ample educational advantages there. A Miss Amy Lambert, only

daughter of the vice-president of the road, was one of Viola’s best

friends, and she was about leaving the village school for the same pur

pose One evening Mr. Lambert called on Austin Wheeler at his home,

and after he was seated, he said :

“ I understand you are thinking of sending Miss Viola to the Semi

nary in the city.”

“ Yes, sir, we have decided upon doing so, although expensive,

whether boarding her there—to which we would not assent-or riding

to and fro every day.”

“ No expense whatever, Mr. Austin. My daughter Amy goes, also.

She and Miss Viola, I am glad to say, are dear friends, and they would

be excellent company for each other on the way, and among strange

scholars, and by accepting it you will do me really a great favor, I

assure you. I will place them both under the care of the conductors.”

An ofier was made in such a hearty manner, and by the one man

who was the founder of the village, was cheerfully and gratefully ac

cepted. And it resulted in bringing the families of the wealthy rail

road magnate and the dealer in merchandise into closer relations, and

the ladies visited each other, and Amy and Viola had many pleasant

chats over their tea at their respective homes, and Effie thought that,

next to Viola, “ Amy was the sweetest girl in the world.”

The three years that followed were all brightness for our friends.

With the Wheelers, business prospered, and Viola was at the head of
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her class in most studies, and in instrumental and vocal music such

was her proficiency that at the end of the second year she was ap

pointed assistant teacher, and received a salary, and yet kept up her

other studies. She had a voice of wonderful sweetness and power, and

a skilful touch for guitar or organ. Even the Lamberts were proud of

her love for Amy, and honored her for her sweet self, as well as for

her talents. Let us add briefly that when Viola graduated, at eighteen,

she was ofl‘ered what seemed an extravagant sum as teacher of music

in the seminary. If she did not accept it there were reasons for it.

During the winter holidays, :1 charity concert was to be held in the

Sacramento Opera House, and as Viola was to take a leading part,

Austin, Elfie, and Cousin Herbert, had come to the city to attend,

Viola and Amy having come the day before for the rehearsal. Having

left Elsie with Viola at a friend’s house, the two cousins started for a

walk up tow‘n. At the turning of a corner, they encountered Mr. Lam

bert himself, in company with a stranger, a strikingly handsome young

man of apparently twenty-four; and the cousins were introduced to

him as Mr. Austin Emory, of San Francisco. Austin Wheeler smiled,

and said pleasantly: _

“ I have both your names, and another of my own. My full name

is Austin Emory Wheeler." ‘

" Well,” responded young Emory, “Shakespeare tells us there’s

nothing in a name, but such coincidences seldom occur among such

unusual names as ours. ”

“ By the by, Mr. Wheeler," said Mr. Lambert, “meeting you re

minds mc that to-night is the night of the charity concert. And

Emory, it will pay you to stay over. Mr. Wheeler’s adopted daughter

takes a leading part, and I doubt if you have any one in Frisco, pro

fessional or not. who can excel her. Now, stay over night, go home

with me, and we will send you on your way to Frisco at eight in the

morning, or when you please.”

“ A very enjoyable programme all around. I cannot resist the temp

tation.”

We need not say that the house was crowded to its fullest capacity,

or that Viola did herself full justice. Encore followed encore when

she disappeared, and a shower of flowers fell at her feet. The concert

was repeated the second night after at double the former prices of ad

mission, and Austin Emory, of Frisco, remained to attend it!

But to return to the night of the performance. Vice-President Lam

bert had provided for a late train to the village, and on the cars he in

troduced his young friend Emory to Viola. Amy was seated by her



342 FREEMASONS REPOSITORY.

side, but she and the young gentleman had met before when she was

on a visit to San Francisco. He did not go home at eight the next

morning, but after dreaming over the matter, concluded to remain for

the second concert. Next morning Amy went over and informed

Viola that Mr. Emory and heself would call at two o’clock, and she

was to accompany them to tea and spend the evening. Such a delight

ful time, and Mr. Emory was so entertaining, and waited on Viola at ‘

her home. And he told her that he had come to Sacramento with the

thought that he might start a branch of his father’s business there, and

that now he had about decided to do so.

And Viola, in her sweet innocence, went to her pillow that night

wondering why he should tell her of his business intentions, and why

he had placed such a strong emphasis on that word “ now I” And she

afterwards wondered, too, why he came so often to see Mr. Lam

bert, and always on Saturday, when Amy and she were at home. And

thus for three months, when her heart revealed to her its secrets, and

she knew she loved. And he, gentleman that he was, man that he was,

when he felt that the way was clear before him, went to Austin Wheeler,

told him of his hopes and wishes, and then straight to Viola, and ofl’ered

her his heart and hand, and was accepted. He never spoke of his great

Wealth, of his high social position, but in a manly way pleaded his great

love, and deserved to be accepted. And Viola? Could she be happier?

Yes!

On the occasion of his next visit, young Emory brought with him a

handsome, bright eyed youth of about eighteen years, and naturally

visited the store, and introduced him to Austin as a cousin by adoption;

his own cousin having adopted him He came to us from a cousin on

his mother’s side, Henry Lanson.

“ And do you remember your father‘s name, or Howard Blanche?"

asked Austin excitedly.

“ Yes, Howard Blanche and a little sister, and a parrot that talked

and sang.”

Austin Wheeler was pale and trembling as he asked these questions,

but now a great joy illumined his face, and generous tears filled his

eyes, as he said :

“Mr. Emory, you have won not only a wife, but a brother. Our

Viola is his sister. Let us go to her !” and as they entered the door,

he said in a voice weak with emotion :

“ He! Viola! The lost is found. Viola, darling, your brother!"

\Ve leave them there. The scene is too sacred for intrusion.

Viola and Austin Emory were married at that quiet home, and moved
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at once to an elegant mansion in Sacramento. Austin Wheeler sold

out to his cousin, and at once was taken into his son-in-law’s business

as a stockholder and treasurer. Amy Lambert married three months

later, and Mrs. Austin Emory sang her sweetest songs at the wedding.

Austin Wheeler and Effie were there, and the latter is never tired of

saying to her friends:

“ Except our Viola, I think Amy is the sweetest girl I ever met."

8. 0. Crane in Masonic Advocate.

“ Side ldegrees.”

{k r '1‘ may be that an epidemic begins in this age to show itself. at

} M tacking society wherever it is most vulnerable. It is most

W liable to the insidious forms of this growing malady; this hap

pens where it is not prepared to resist it. The diagnosis of the disease

is a slow fever. It comes from a desire for change, alteration. “ ad

vancement,” “ progress," novelties, show, excitements, spectacles,

some device to attract the attention of those who love amusements

rather than instruction or knowledge. It ravishes the superficial who

delight in “ Midway Plaisance,” the nude in art'and living pictures,

where the appetite of carnal-mindedness is nurtured by the sensual.

Anything new is the demand of these agitators, and among them this

epidemic becomes contagious.

When it is found that institutions among men are governed by the

principles on which they were founded, and are quietly and without os

tentation or demonstration doing their promised work, then this epi

demic appears and changes must be made to adapt the ceremonials,

which for ages have marked their history, for the love of display, so

that the curiosity of the unthinking may be gratified.

The cry of these superficialists is “ we want a show." we are tired

of the “established,” let us have something new, something that is

found in modern theatrical exhibitions; we' want to march in the streets

with bands of music, in uniform; we want public meetings in opera

houses, with women orators; we want societies in which everybody can

be members and thus enjoy feasts and fun out of the societies' money.

The regular, established, unpretending societies that have only their

history for ages to make them great agencies for good among men,

because they have proved themselves to be honorable, honored and of

high merit. have nothing to amuse us in what constitutes their cere
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monial. Besides they are not open to everybody. You have to be ap

proved as worthy before you can be admitted. This is old-fashioned;

this is not up to the spirit of this age. There is nothing new in them.

The mind and conscience only are wrought upon by the teachings of

these old, worn-out institutions.

This is sad. very sad. This epidemic has attacked some of these

societies. Here and there sporadic cases appear. They indicate the

existence of the germ of the disease.

It is not wonderful to see that in Freemasonry such cases exist.

Freemasonry, yes, that ancient and honorable society, hoary with age,

venerable, the glory of ages and the cherished heritage of generations,

is a mark for the femininity of modern novelties.

It is not to be overlooked that this epidemic has shown itself in the

craving for “ side degrees,” appertinent to what the uneducated, rest

less, superficial, call.‘in their ignorance, Freemasonry.

“Side degrees” are open to any manifestation of bosh. buucomb,

show, brass bands, parades, speeches, banquets, free feeds, uniforms

and attractions of public curiosity.

If all this is not condemned in the most positive and solemn manner

by ancient Freemasons, some of these fine evenings the Lodge room

will be visited by one or more persons, male and female, afiected with

this epidemic, and it might be, inoculate some of those in the ante-room

with this distemper.

It is not to be doubted that self-preservation is a power to be exer

cised by even Freemasons. No one doubts that the right to exist in all

societies of man is an inherent right.

It is far more manifest in Masonry than in any other human organiza

tion. It is eanonized by Time; it is the very cement of its foundation

stones; it was at the beginning, is now, and ever will be. the great in

destructible power for self-preservation that has perpetuated Freemas

onry.

Wisdom proclaims that to prevent is better than to cure, and Free

masonry must protect itself from the danger of this epidemic. Stop it

now. Stop it at once. Drive it away from the Temples of our Fra

ternity. Send those affected With this malady, let its germ be what it

may, to hospitals for remedial treatment or isolation.-The Keystone.

“ Masonry was not intended for the crowd. It is a self-evident fact

that a Mason is born, for he cannot be made into one by any human

ingenuity. You may preach to him, obligate him all you will, but if

the Masonic principle is not there it cannot be forced into him."
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The Right'of it’crpetual Jurisdiction.

ANY strange dogmas have been promulgated by American

Grand Lodges, but none more strange than the dogma of Per

petual Jurisdiction which is enforced by many of them. Our

readers will be not unnaturally curious to learn over what it is that

these Grand Lodges consider they are entitled to exercise this right,

and will be not a little surprised that it is what is commonly described

as the ‘frejected material” of a private Lodge. But what, they will

further ask, is meant by “ rejected material,” and the answer is at once

forthcoming—those who have offered themselves as candidates for ini

tiation and membership of a Lodge and been rejected. It is these per

sons over whom, according to this dogma, the Lodge which has refused

to accept them is entitled to exercise this right. ' The rejected candi

date is henceforth and forever its property, and no other Lodge in the

jurisdiction, either of the same, or any other Grand Lodge, has the

right to entertain a proposition for initiation and membership from the

same person without the consent of the Lodge which has rejected him.

How a Lodge can claim to exercise any jurisdiction over a person with

whom it has declined to have any association is a conundrum which it

is out of our power to solve, but many American Grand Lodges have

the knack of doing unusual things in a peculiar manner of their own.

and we dare say this particular thing is quite “ according to Cocker.”

But there are some among them which are already beginning to per

ceive that this dogma of perpetual jurisdiction over material which is

not theirs is a preposterous one, and these are suggesting a return to

the old method to which every Master at the time of his installation is

called upon to give his unqualified assent-we refer, of course, to the

old Charge which lays it down, clearly enough, that “no person can

regularly be made a Mason or admitted a member of any Lodge with

out previous notice, and due inquiry into his character.” This law, in

our humble opinion, is sufficient for all. legitimate purposes. Every

Lodge desires that its members shall be good men and true, and it seems

to us that there is no better way of ensuring this than by inquiring into

the character and antecedents of those who aspire to be received as

members. The Grand Lodge of England will yield to none in its desire

to maintain the highest possible standard of character among its mem

bers. Its principal officers are never weary of impressing upon Lodges

the necessity of looking carefully into the character of those they ac

cept as members. No new Lodge is ever constituted but the Conse

 

2 .
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crating Officer calls upon the founders to be cautious whom they admit,

and here at all events the old Charge has been found sufficient. We

know nothing whatever of this absurd dogma of “ perpetual jurisdic

tion.” A Lodge rejects a candidate if it does not consider him worthy

of being one of its members; or if worthy of being a Mason, not pre

cisely the kind of man with whom they are in the habit of associating.

This same person oflers himself as a candidate for the second time, but

to another Lodge, if the latter does its duty, there will be no difficulty

in determining, after “ due inquiry " has been made into his character.

whether or not he is a fit and proper person to be accepted for initiation

and membership of that Lodge. It seems to us an absurdity that a

Grand Lodge should go out of its way to lay down a new and prepos

terous law, when there is already one in existence, which is admitted

by all reasonable men to be a good one, and which, if care is taken to

enforce it, will secure Lodges from the intrusion into their ranks of

men who are unworthy of being Masons—The Freemason, L0nd0n,Eng.

@iuil Trials.

T seems strange that any Mason should be in doubt as to his

XE duty towards his brother who is in arrest by the civil authori

% ties, but the fact that each year the question recurs seems to

show that there has been a lack of elementary instruction as to the

duty of a_Mason in the Lodgesj Masters should spare no pains to

impress upon the minds of initiates the great fact that there is nothing

taught or required in the Lodge which conflicts with our civil, moral or

religious duties, and that within this qualification there is no shortened

cable tow in Masonry. A great crime is alleged to have been com

mitted in the community, and it is but natural that those most affected

should feel outraged thereby. The courts of the country indict and

try the accused. the State omitting no effort to prove guilt, and the

accused and his friends. rallying around him, seek to show his inno

cence. As Masons, we take no part; as citizens we discharge our

duty by upholding the laws of the land. Is a brother accused of crime?

the duty of a Mason begins and ends with seeing that he has a fair

and impartial trial, with an opportunity, and the means, of making his

defense, and such other assistance as he himself would have a right to

demand if in like distress. But beyond this no Mason has a right to

go. Of all the men in a community, a Freemason is bound by the

-_.|-_—
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highest considerations of duty to uphold the law. The obligations he

owes as a citizen to the State and the' community are re-enforced and

emphasized by those which he owes to the Fraternity. When the

courts are through with their investigation the Lodge must take up the

matter and investigate it as it there had never been a court created.

By its own process and in its own way, regardless of public or private

censure, giving that weight to the evidence to which it is fairly entitled,

it dispassionately judges of the guilt or innocence of its brother, as

good Masons only dare to do; it acts with justice; it deliberates with

impartiality and decides with equity.—Frederick Speed, in Masonic

Record.

The Eenstitution of Three Grand Lodges

of the Haited Kingdom.

HE Grand Lodges of England. Scotland and Ireland were

. formed in 1717, 1736 and 1729 respectively, and have gener

ally held intimate and friendly intercourse with each other.

So much so has this been the case that more than one Grand Master

has in turn held sway over two or three jurisdictions, thus Lord Kings

ton, who was Grand Master in England in 1728, was Grand Master of

Ireland in 1730; Earl Kintore was Grand Master of Scotland in 1728,

and of England in 1740; James, Earl of Morton, held the same offices

in 1739 and 1741 respectively, and several other instances might he

quoted. But, notwithstanding these facts, the laws or “ Constitutions"

of the three Grand Lodges differ in many important respects with re

gard to the power of the Grand Master, the titles and precedence of

the Grand Officers, and other matters, and I shall now proceed to quote

the principal points of difference. -

First. as to the composition of the body known as the Grand Lodge.

That of England consists of the Grand Master, all present and Past

Grand Officers, the Grand Stewards of the year, and all actual Mas

ters and Wardens of the Subordinate Lodges, with all Past Masters

who are continuously subscribers to a regular Lodge under its jurisdic

tion.

The Grand Lodge of Scotland consists of the Grand Master, Past

Grand Master, Depute and Substitute Grand Masters, Provincial Grand

Masters, Actual and Proxy Colonial and Foreign Grand Masters, the

Grand Wardens, Grand Secretary, Grand Cashier, and the Actual 0r
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Proxy Masters and Wardens of Daughter Lodges. Thus the past

Grand Officers, as well as the actual Grand Office-bearers, not specially

named, are not “members of Grand Lodge,” as such, unless other

wise qualified, which is very curious.

The Grand Lodge of Ireland consists of the Grand Master, all

present and Past Grand Officers, Provincial Grand Officers, the Masters

and Wardens of each Subordinate Lodge, and all registered Past Mas

ters. Here it will be noticed that a point of diflercnce from the other

two Grand Lodges is that Provincial Grand Officers are members of

Grand Lodge, which seems wise, in some degrees at least, and worthy

of imitation in the sister jurisdictions.

Then as to the Degrees of Masonry “ recognized officially.” The

English body recognizes the three Craft Degrees, and the Royal Arch

only (including the installation ceremonies) ; that of Scotland the three

Craft Degrees, and the Mark, with the ~‘ ceremony of Installed Mas

ter;” while that of Ireland recognizes the Craft, Arch (including the

Mark and Excellent Degrees), High Knight Templar, I’rinee Mason,

and other Degrees worked, to the 33d by the Supreme Council of the

A. and A. S. Rite. Here again the Irish rule seems to be far more

reasonable and consistent than those of England and Scotland, for

surely when, as is customary, the Rules of the “ High Degrees ” are

those who hold, or have held, high office in Grand Lodge, it is absurd

for them to deny recognition in one capacity to ceremonies they value

and uphold in another, and the effect in Ireland of this mutual support

and respect is, that none of the additional ceremonies which so confuse

the Masonic systems, and cause unnecessary multiplication of degrees

in the other jurisdictions, are allowed, but are all declared by Grand

Lodge to be unlawful. Thus a well ordered sequence pervades the

series of degrees, and no dissensions with regard to the number-less so-

called “ side degrees,” arise.

Next, as to the powers of the Grand Master. In England he is

practically absolute, and there seems to be no reason to ever regret the

fact, such has always been the tact and discretion fraternally displayed

by him. He appoints all the Grand Officers except the Treasurer,

grants warrants for new Lodges, and is annually re-elected as long as

he wishes to hold the office.

In Scotland and Ireland the Grand Master presides in Grand Lodge,

and appoints his Depute and Substitute, or Deputy Grand Master, as

the case may be, but he does not appoint any other Grand Oflicers or

grant warrants, these powers being vested in members of Grand Lodge
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collectively, but, as in England, he is virtually re-elected until he wishes

to resign.

The number and title of the Grand Officers vary considerably. Eng

land has thirty Grand Officers, Scotland twenty-two, and Ireland only

sixteen. The officers peculiar to England are the Grand and Deputy

Grand Registrars, Presidents of the Boards of “General Purposes”

and “Benevolence,” Grand Secretary for German Correspondence.

Deputy and Assistant Grand Directors of Ceremonies, Grand Standard

Bearers, and Grand and Assistant Grand Pursnivants.

Peculiar to Scotland are the Substitute Grand Master, Grand Archi

tect, Grand Jeweller, Grand Bible Bearer, Grand Bard, Grand Director

of Music, and Grand Marshal.

Peculiar to Ireland (as Constitutional Grand Officers) are “ The

Most Worshipful the Patron,” and the Grand Steward ranking before

the Grand Sword Bearer.

In England and Ireland, Past Grand Masters are “ Most Worship

ful,” but in Scotland they are “ Right Worshipt‘ul,” so with the Grand

Chaplains who in Ireland are “Right Worshipt'ul,” and in England

and Scotland “ Very Worshipful.” In England the Grand Chaplains

rank next to Grand Wardens, but in Scotland and Ireland they rank

after the Grand Secretary and Treasurer. The Grand Secretary him

self is, in Scotland, above the Grand Cashier (or Treasurer), but in the

other two Jurisdictions the Grand Treasurer is the senior officer.

In England and Scotland all Past Grand Officers take precedence

next after the actual holders of the same rank, but in Ireland (save in

the case of Past Grand Masters, and Past Deputy Grand Masters),

all the actual Grand Officers rank before Past Grand Officers. thus the

Grand Inner Guard takes precedence of a Past Senior Grand Warden.

As to titles, in England the Grand Officers. from the Deputy G. M.

to the Grand Wardens, are “Right Worshipful;H from the Grand

Chaplains to the Grand Secretary, “ Very Worshipful ;” and the

remainder, “Worshipful.” In Scotland those from the Past Grand

Master to the G. Cashier are “ Right Worshipful ;” from G. Chaplain

to Grand Bible Bearer, “ Very W0rshipf'ul;" and all others, “ Wor

shipful.”

In Ireland from the Deputy Grand Master to the Grand Chaplain

are “Right Worshipt‘ul,” and all others H‘Worshipt‘ul;" the prefix

“Very ” being used only in Provincial Grand Lodges, and in this case

Ireland is unique, as in England and Scotland Provincial Grand offi

cers, even in the case of the Deputy Provincial Grand Master, are

entitled to no prefix as such, but in Ireland the Provincial and Deputy
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Provincial Grand Masters are “ Right Worshipful ;" the Provincial

Grand \Vardens, Treasurer and Secretary, “ Very Worshipful ;" and

all others, “ Worshipful.”

In England and Ireland the Master of a Lodge is “Worshipful,”

but in Scotland he is “ Right Worshipful," and his Wardens “ Wor

shipful.”

In Scotland 9. candidate for initiation must be at least 21 years of

age, except in the case of a Lewis. when he may be admitted at 18;

but in England and Ireland he must be '21 years of age, except by

dispensation of the Grand Master.

In England the minimum fee for Initiation is five guineas; in Scot

land, two guineas; and in Ireland, five guineas in the Dublin Masonic

District. and two pounds five shillings in country Lodges.

The Fees for a Lodge Charter are -- In England, fifteen guineas in

the London District, and ten guineas in the Provinces; in Scotland,

ten guineas; and in Ireland. twenty pounds in the Dublin District,

and ten pounds in the country.

In England and Ireland the Master of a Lodge must have previously

served the oflice of Warden in a regular Lodge under the same consti

tution, but in Scotland any Master Mason may at once be installed in

the chair of King Solomon by the vote of his brethren, without having

previously held (my other ofiice. Again, in England and Ireland the

Master may not hold office for more than two years consecutively, but

in Scotland he may rule for an unlimited time. Each Lodge in England

may fix its own day for the Installation of the Master and otiicers by

its bye-laws, the Master and Treasurer being elected previously; in

Scotland all are “ recommended " to have a fixed day as near as pos

sible to St. John the Evangelist’s day (27th December) for the election

of office-bearers, when “ the Lodge shall be opened in the third

degree " (which is peculiar to Scotland), but when the R. W. Master

and Officers are installed. the Lodge is open in the first degree.

In Ireland all officers must be elected prior to November 30th. and

may not be installed until on or after St. John's Day (December 27th),

and even then not until the Grand Secretary, or Provincial Grand Sec

retary, intimates that they are approved of. This latter clause seems

to be excellent, and ensures the ability of otficers to do their work

properly. There are other minor points of dilTerence, but those before

named are the principal ones.

As to the “ Book of Constitutions” themselves, there have been a

number of editions issued in each of the three c0uutries.—The Scottish

Freemason .
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Importance of Entered Apprentice Eldegree.
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ERE I asked to decide as to which one of the several Masonic

degrees was the most important, as to which one calls for the

most careful explanation at the hands of the Worshipful Mas

ter, I would answer at once “The Entered Apprentice." It is true

that this degree does not usually receive much consideration, the trend

of interest setting fairly towards the Master's degree. In many excel

lent Lodges the E. A. lecture is ordinarily postponed to a more con

venient season. which lags behind the awakening zeal of the young

Brother until the pressure of circumstances and his natural desire for

more light compel him to deem it of little importance. Anciently, we

are informed, it was customary for the newly-made Brother to abide

for a period within the walls of the Entered Apprentice Lodge, there to

be instructed in the first principles of correct Masonic life and conduct.

He was not permitted to advance until he had given satisfactory evi

dence of his knowledge, not only of what pertained per se, to the first

degree, and difi'erentiated it from the other symbolic degrees, but also

and particularly of what its real significance was.

Not the veiled mysteries of the other degrees were at this time made

manifest to him, but he was instructed in such manner as to prepare

him for a logical and beautiful unfolding of the lessons partly given and

partly hinted at upon his first journey towards the East. The fallow

ground of his understanding was ploughed, harrowed and sowed, and

he was given to believe that thorns and thistles would not spring up

from the good wheat committed to the fostering care of our Mother

Earth. He could confidently expect a harvest commensurate with the

quality of the seed, for it is quality that counts, after all. He sought

admission to the Lodge in order to learn, and his faltering steps under

guidance of a true and trusty friend upon whose fidelity he might with

confidence rely, were directed towards a goal he could indeed but dimly

discern, but of whose existence he was inwardly conscious because it

must of necessity lie before him. If he reflected upon the matter at

all, and if he was qualified to become a good Mason, he must have

thought deeply, he would have known that within the husk of cere

monial and ritual lay the ripened grain of Masonic truth. and that be

yond the symbols of Square and Compasses stretched the great realms

of knowledge whose metes and bounds are measured and circumscribed

by these Masonic implements.

The very questions with which he was plied must have aroused within
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his soul the most profound inquiries of time and eternity, and have

brought him face to face with the great mysteries of Here and the

Hereafter.

In the whole course of his subsequent Masonic life no more fitting

opportunity could arise for impressing upon him the true meaning of

Masonry. This could be done without in the least trenching upon the

domain of the other degrees, and without plunging him into the deep

waters of interpretation. He could be given to know that Masonry is

the oldest form of Natural religion, that its foundation stone is a living

faith in God, and that it has no secrets except from those who scoff at

its teachings. As an Entered Apprentice he could he taught that there

is an ever-living. self-existent God, that man is not only reponsible to

Him but conscious of that responsibility, that man is a free agent wil

fully choosing good or evil. that God is his friend and guide, and that

a virtuous, well-ordered life merits and will receive the approbation of

the Almighty.

These are but few of the lessons that can be derived, in the most

logical manner, from the very first section of the degree. One does not

have to wait for the gradual unfolding of the symbolic degrees before

he can appreciate the true meaning of Masonry; it stares him in the

face before ever he stands as a corner-stone to sustain the weight of

the explanations and admonitious of the Fellow Craft and Master

Mason degree.

No part of Masonry is more replete with suggestions as to the highest

type of religion, fuller of help in the everyday affairs of everyday life,

more simple or more beautiful than the First degree. It is, perhaps,

more ancient than any of the others, and comes nearer the primitive

type. Its philosophy is broader, its philanthropy more intense, its

essence more spiritual and heavenly than anything that follows it.

The full-blown rose that has opened its glowing heart to the warm

kiss of June may be more attractive to the casual observer, but the un

folding bud which hath within its emerald walls the promise and pot

ency of fragrance and beauty, which half conceals and half reveals the

glorious handiwork of nature, is possessed of a double attractiveness—

what it is and what it will be.

It is thus with the Entered Apprentice degree, and the more one re

flects upon Masonry and its relations to God and man, the more will it

appear that the first steps are the most important.

Brethren, let us study the First degree more, without neglecting the

others. It is a vast storehouse of Masonic lore. hard to get at, but

satisfying to the soul when once possessed.- W.B.P., in Masonic Guide.
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liferfeetiun.

AS ILLUSTRATED IN THE EIGHTEENTH DEGREE.

When, from the darkened outer world,

As Masons we are brought,

Within the glorious light of truth,

By mystic science taught;

Unskilled, at first, we fail to trace

The Architect’s wise plan,

That chain of loving Brotherhood

Which links as Man to Man.

Slowly, though surely, line on line,

Masonic lore we gain,

Striving, with help from Holy Book,

Perfection to attain.

This to achieve, a ladder firm

Our Saviour will accord,

Faith, Hope, and Heaven-born Charity,

Commencing steps afford.

Humbly, yet hopefully, we mount

The narrow pathway given,

Cheered by the rosy light which beams

Upwards from Earth to Heaven,

For though, with Mercy infinite,

Christ did to earth descend,

For us, as victor, conquering Death,

Above He did ascend.

Fair Rose of Sharon, Lily pure,

Good Shepherd of our souls,

Who, though like sheep we often stray,

With gentle sway controls,

His cress to bear, He will support,

Our footsteps to the end;

And to our Ancient sacred rite

His Providence extend.

When thus, in loving circle joined,

We Rose Croix princes stand,

And break the bread and pass the cup,

In pledge from hand to hand,

May this, the type Immanuel gives,

Our trust in Him attest,

Perfection, perfected in Love,

Thus, “ Consummatum est.”

—Br0. F. W. Driver, in the London Freemason.
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HERE are many methods by which knowledge is attained. All

. teaching is addressed to the mind.

,_-. T It is oral, it is by reading, by observation, and also by that

almost unconscious acquirement known as absorption..

It is surprising how much one learns by absorbing knowledge, that

drinking in of information which comes to the sense without the mental

effort to acquire, to know.

It so often happens that persons in conversation on some subject of

general or special interest, during the discussion give their knowledge

as to its character or essential elements in its relation to the questions

involved in the matter under consideration, that, without intending to

teach, are in fact giving valuable lessons. The hearer is made the

recipient of this information. He receives it, and becomes familiar

with what he heard, but does not then apply it. Afterwards, when the

same subject, or some allied question is mentioned, he gives his views,

which are in fact the knowledge or information he had received. It

may be, and frequently is, a surprise to him, that he has contributed to

the better understanding of it. How he became possessed of the infor

mation he imparted, he is not able to state. But it will be found, if

he is reflective, that be absorbed it in the discussion at which he was

present. This is likely to be so.

If the teaching is by books, the reading of the author on the subject

is given to the mind by the eye.

Even then to listen is of great importance. for the mind often uncou

sciously reflects what is read, so that he obtains thus orally what is

read. This repeating in silence what he reads is a double means of

receiving impressions. It is known that but little of Masonry is writ

ten or printed, therefore the teaching by the eye, from books is very

limited.

It is too well known that Masonry does not permit the use of books.

It forbids written instruction in the esotericism of Freemasonry.

In Masonry the eye becomes the agent of obtaining information from

the symbols. To listen to that source of knowledge is a duty of the

Freemason. The object speaks to the eye, the oral instruction supple

ments that addressed to the eye. This dual mode of Masonic teaching

requires the strict attention of the Mason.

It may be said that in Freemasonry he who listens is the better in

structed. The Craft will find on reflection that there is a moral in the

enjoined duty to listen—Ex.
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[For Freemasons Repository]

The @rganization of the Grand Encampment.

A REPLY TO SIR KNIGHT CARSON.

IR KNIGHT CARSON’S second paper upon the “ History of

' the organization of the (General) Grand Encampment of

.. Knights Templar of the U. S.” demands a reply, if for no

other reason than to prevent silence from being construed into an

admission that his arguments are conclusive and unanswerable.

Sir Knight Carson admits that the Grand Encampment of Massachu

setts and Rhode Island appointed delegates to a convention for the

purpose of organizing a General Grand Encampment. But he says,

“ Mark! They were authorized to meet, confer, etc., with any other

Grand Encampments, the plural, they were not authorized to confer

with any single Encampment." And yet the Resolution authorizing

the appointment of those delegates says they are “ to meet and confer

with any other Grand Encampments that are now established within

the United States, or with such delegates as may be appointed by any or

all of the said Grand Encampments.” The words in italics, which were

omitted in Sir Knight Carson’s argument, effectually answer and refute

his position.

Upon the incorrect assumption that the delegates from Massachusetts

and Rhode Island were only authorized to act “with other Encamp

ments ” (plural) Sir Knight Carson, denying that there was any Grand

Encampment in New York, claims that as Pennsylvania declined to act,

the authority of the delegates “ was at an end.” If the fact was as

stated in the argument the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and

Rhode Island did the very absurd and senseless thing of appointing

delegates to confer with two Grand Encampments when there was only

one in existence. .

I have already shown that the delegates from Massachusetts and

Rhode Island were directed to confer “ with such delegates as may be

appointed by any or all of the said Grand Encampments.” Thus show

ing that in their judgment there was more than one Grand Encamp

ment in existence, and that the delegates were authorized to act with

both, or with either, if the other should decline to codperate.

Sir Knight Carson contends that the Grand Encampment of New

York, was “ bogus.” Granted. But the facts remain that Massachu

setts and Rhode Island invited it to send representatives to the conven
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tion ; that it did so; that the delegate from New York met with those

from Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and from Pennsylvania, was

received and recognized by them, and took part in_the convention in

Philadelphia; that failing to agree there, the delegate from New York

with those from Massachusetts and Rhode Island, adjourned to New

York, and there accomplished the purpose for which they were sent.

No question was raised as to the authority of the delegate from New

York, or of the validity of the Body he represented.

I fully agree with all that has been said, or that can be said, as to

the gross irregularity of the formation of the Grand Encampment of

New York. And yet we have the stubborn fact that this “bogus”

New York Body was recognized; and upon the formation of the Gen

eral Grand Encampment four of its members were elected to office in

the General Grand Encampment; one of them—De Witt Clinton—

_having been chosen as the first Grand Master.

Not being able to controvert the fact that the Grand Encampments

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island and New York appointed delegates

to the convention, Sir Knight Carson asserts “they did ignore their

credentials from the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island and of New York." If they “ignored their credentials,” it

would be interesting and instructive to know why they made report of

their transactions to the Bodies which gave them their credentials?

Those who deny that the General Grand Encampment was formed

by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island and

New York, are forced to take the position just referred to, viz: that

the duly appointed delegates “ ignored their credentials.” Remember

ing that this is a mere assumption-the basis whereof will presently be

considered—it is important to inquire why they should have pursued

such a course? The delegates from Massachusetts and Rhode Island

“ were appointed to confer with such delegates as may be appointed by

any or all of said Grand Encampments.” The Grand Encampment of

New York did appoint a delegate who met and conferred with those

from Massachusetts and Rhode Island. Thus the conditions of the

appointment were fulfilled. The requisite- constituents of a con

vention were assembled. Why should they at that juncture of af

fairs, abandon their mission, throw away their credentials and ignore

the Bodies which deputed them to act? Is it to be believed that Thos.

Smith Webb, Henry Fowle and John Snow in New York by direction

and at the expense of their Grand Encampment, betrayed their trust?

Isis to be believed that they juggled with their Grand Encampment

by going home and reporting that in pursuance of their appointment,
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“the Convention met in New York, June 20, 1816, and formed the

General Grand Encampment;" and that they placidly and quietly sat

still while their Grand Encampment “ Resolved, that this Grand En

campment approve of the doings of their delegates, and of the proceed

ings of the convention holden in New York," where—as it is claimed—

they had not acted as such delegates? These men’s memories have

been revered for their zeal and prominence in Freemasonry and for

their high moral character. How, then, can it be believed that they

played this double part?

Let us look further at this theory that the delegates “ ignored their

credentials." What necessarily follows? Instead of being the lawfully

accredited representatives of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island, which comprised under its jurisdiction all of the

Knights Templars of those two States, and the representative of the

Grand Encampment of New York with its constituents, they determined

to act, and did act in their individual capacity, representing no person

and responsible to no one 1 Such an hypothesis is too unreasonable to be

credited; especially in view of the fact that such a course was entirely

unnecessary, as we have shown, for the accomplishment of the pur

pose they had in hand. To contend that these men did not as is affirmed,

involves another serious reflection upon their characters. For it is said

“they went on their own book, assuming. if they had no authority, to

be delegates from eight Encampments and Councils.” It is not pre

tended by Sir Knight Carson, nor by any one else, that any authority

whatever was given by either of the “ eight Encampments and Coun

cils " to those who met in convention, or to any other person, to repre

sent them, or to do anything looking to the formation of a General

Grand Encampment. No report was ever made to either of them by

any person claiming to have represented it; in no way did either of

the Bodies named ever pretend to be the creators or constituents of the

General Grand Encampment. And further, it should be remembered

that those who attended the convention from New York could not have

claimed to represent “Ancient Encampment, Temple Encampment of

Albany, and Montgomery Encampment at Stillwater,” (the three New

York Encampments said to have been represented in the convention)

for the reason that neither Ames, Lowndes nor Scheifliein belonged

to either of the Encampments named; but all of them, with DeWitt

Clinton at their head, did belong to, and had created the “bogus”

Grand Encampment of New York.

Hence these men from New York, Massachusetts and Rhode Island,

of good repute, stand charged with falsely pretending to be delegates
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from Bodies which had not commissioned them, and which never rati

fied their acts. Anxiety to establish a theory cannot justify this

serious imputation.

Having said that it was mere assumption and theory to assert that

the General Grand Encampment was formed by unauthorized and irre

sponsible individuals, and not by regularly appointed delegates, it is

well to consider the basis of this assumption and theory. '

The sole grounds upon which this notion rests are a statement in

“ The Monitor ” published in 1818, and the office record of the minutes

of the General Grand Encampment. As these two pieces of evidence

are substantially the same, what is said of one will, to a great extent,

apply to the other. 1. As to the minutes. In a former article on this

subject, I called attention to the fact that Jno. J. Loring was not

present at the formation of the General Grand Encampment ; nor was

be present at the session of 1819 ; and yet the minutes of both sessions

are signed by his name; and that both minutes and signatures are in

the same handwriting. In view of this most singular fact, the ques

tions naturally arose, whose was this handwriting? and when were

these entries made? Sir Knight Carson, somewhat boastfully, says

“that after much patient labor and research with the aid of a good

brother in Massachusetts, we are able to give a complete answer to the

query.” With all due respect to the distinguished Sir Knight, we think

that a little investigation will satisfy any one that this “complete

answer” is no answer at all. Let us examine in detail this so called

answer; .

1st. We have a sketch of the life and times of Wm. B. Fowle. He

was employed by Caleb Bingham & Co., booksellers, from 1810 to

1821. He was not a Freemason; but his father, Henry Fowle, was

prominent in the Order. Young Fowle lived in Boston, so did John J.

Loring, the Recorder of the Grand Encampment. A Record book was

bought for the Grand Encampment from Caleb Bingham & Co. In

1819 the General Grand Encampment directed the payment of “ Wm.

B. Fowle’s bill for entering constitution, etc., 84." Young Fowle

“learned, as did Edward Everett, to write a round, legible hand.f’

The minutes of 1816 and 1819 are written in a “ round, legible hand.”

I think this is a fair statement of all the facts relied on to support the

inference that the minutes of the convention of 1816 were transcribed

by Wm. B. Fowle, except that which is regarded as the conclusive,

clinching fact of the alleged identity of Wm. B. Fowle’s handwriting

with that of the recorded minutes. This last point we will consider

later on.
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We are to assume that John J. Loring, the regularly elected Grand

Recorder, was not a sufficiently good penman to enter the minutes of

1816; yet he was continued as Grand Recorder until 1826 ; and at that

time was paid $50 for his services as Grand Recorder.

We are to assume that there was no Knight Templar, or Freemason

even,_iu Boston qualified and willing to write up the minutes, and Wm.

B. Fowle, a profane, was called on for this purpose. Yet it is known

that Thos. Smith Webb was a very profuse and ready writer, especially

in matters afiecting the Fraternity. And there were many others,

capable and equally ready to respond to so small a demand.

If we are to assume that Wm. B. Fowle and Edward Everett were

the only persons in Boston who wrote a “round and legible hand,”

such as that in the record book ; and if Fowle did not write the minutes,

as we shall show, it follows that Edward Everett must have done so!

Yet no one has ever claimed that he did.

There is another fact worthy of noting in this connection. The min

utes of 1819 are in the same handwriting as those of 1816. ll’ Wm. B.

Fowle wrote those of 1816 and was paid therefor, why was so good a

scribe, working for pay, and cheap withal, not compensated for his

work in 1819?

In order to make it plausible that Wm. B. Fowle wrote the first

minutes, it is said that Henry Fowle and Jno. J. Loring were intimate

personal friends, and that Loring knowing that young Fowle wrote a

“round, legible hand," “ bought a blank book of him and employed

him to engross the organization Proceedings and the Constitution of

1816, and again the Proceedings of 1819;” and that the engrossing

was " done under the direction and supervision of John J. Loring, the

Grand Recorder.” When it is remembered that there is no evidence

that Loring was present at the session of 1816, and that there is posi

tive evidence that he was not present in 1819, (see the minutes show

ing that a Grand Recorder pro tem. was appointed because of Loring’s

absence) it might be well to inquire where he obtained the data for

having a record made? If W. B. Fowle wrote “ under the direction and

supervision ” of John J. Loring, under whose “direction and super

vision ” did Loring direct and supervise?

2nd. But all that has been said, or that can be said in the way of

assumptions and probabilities is useless if it can be shown that Wm. B.

Fowle did not write up the minutes of 1816; and this, we think, is

reduced to an unanswerable demonstration ; and that, too, by the very

evidence to which Sir Knight Carson appeals as a victorious vindication

of his theory. We mean, by a comparison of the handwriting of Wm.
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B. Fowle—of which our friend has fortunately furnished us a fac simile

with the handwriting in the office Record book. It is true both are in “a

round. legible hand." But there the resemblance absolutely ends. It

could be said with just as much truth that the chirography of Sir

Knight Carson and myself are identical, because they are equally bad.

This is the only resemblance; and yet they are quite as much alike as

the handwriting of Wm. B. Fowle and that of the person who engrossed

the minutes of 1816.

Sir Knight Carson says, “ We rest our argument on the old Record

as engrossed in the handwriting of William Bently Fowle ” If the

foundation is destroyed, the whole superstructure must fall, and noth

ing is needed to shatter it, but to take the fac simile of William B.

Fowle’s handwriting to the office of the Grand Recorder of the Grand

Encampment, and compare it with the old Record.

For the convenience of those who cannot make the comparison of

writing as just suggested, a fac simile of William B. Fowle’s hand

writing, and also a fac simile of the writing in the Record book, are

given herewith. The most cursory examination will forever end this

controversy. But the question will still remain unanswered—Who

made the entries in the Record Book, and when? It is to be hoped

that further inquiries and investigation may clear up this mystery, re

move all grounds for speculation and satisfy a universal desire to know

how the minutes of 1816 came to be entered as they are. But we

steadfastly maintain that they are incorrect. by whomsoever and when

ever made. We do not “ rest our argument ” upon the refutation of

the assertion so positively made (and so completely disproved) that

“the old Record as engrossed" is “in the handwriting of William

Bently Fowle.” And this because the genuineness of the history is

far more important than its authorship.

Those who are interested in this discussion will not need to be urged

to keep in mind the evidence we have presented to prove the inaccuracy

of the statement in the Record book, as to the origin of the Grand En

campment. In a former paper on this subject, I summarized the con

clusions thus:

1st. That delegates were duly appointed by the Grand Encamp

ments of Massachusetts and Rhode Island and New York; that they

acted upon the credentials of these appointments and formed the

Grand Encampment.

2d. That no delegates were appointed by any subordinate Encamp

ment or Council, and that there never were delegates or representatives
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from eight (or nine) Eneampments assembled to organize a Grand En

campment.

3d. That the men who formed the Grand Encampment acted as

“ delegates” from the two Grand Eneampments which appointed them,

and of which they were members, and not as individuals representing

Encampments from which they had no authority to act, and of which

they were not members. u

Not one of these propositions has been, or can be, successfully as

sailed. Sir Knight Carson asks us to prove that Henry Ames, Martin

Hoffman and Jonathan Schiefiiin, (who were elected Officers of the

Grand Encampment upon its formation), were not present as delegates.

We respectfully submit that we are not called upon to prove a negative.

With much more propriety and force, we can ask the distinguished,

earnest and indefatigable Sir Knight to prove that either of those

named was present as a delegate; or that either of them had any au
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oustitutionareenteredintheofficerecord.

,_

thority direct or inferential

to represent the Encamp

ment he is alleged to have

represented.

Ezra (not Henry) Amos.

in 1816 was G. J. W. of

the Grand Encampment of

Massachusetts and Rhode

Island. Although at that

time he resided in Albany,

he did not belong to the

Encampment at that place,

nor to any other in New

York.

Neither Hoffman nor

Schiefliin was a member of

either of the Encampmeuts

alleged to have been rep

resented. The same is true

of Thomas Lowndes and

DeWitt Clinton, the other

two New Yorkers who were

chosen as Officers of the

General Grand Encamp

ment at its formation. But

all of them, as we have be

fore stated, were members

of the “ bogus ” Grand En

campment of New York.

If any of them—except

Lowndes, who had creden

tials-was present, and par

ticipating in the Convention,

no evidence has been pro

duced to show the fact. It

would not be the first, nor

the last time when men not

present were selected to

hold offices. At the Second

Session of the General

G ran d Encampment, in

1819, it was
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Resolved, that the General Grand Recorder notify the absent officers-elect of

their appointment.

If any of those, except Lowndes, was present. in the Convention,

they were mere spectators, and not participants in the proceedings.

The testimony of Thomas Smith Webb, universally recognized as

the originator of and chief actor in the formation of the General Grand

Encampment, has been appealed to by both sides of the (controversy.

In his last paper, Sir Knight Carson says, “ You are trying to impeach

the testimony of your own witness. It won't do, Brother Hopkins.”

In reply, we say: It won’t do, Brother Carson, to make such an asser

tion as that. We have not the feeblest wish to discredit the testimony

of Webb. That charge lies at some other door.

What is Webb’s testimony? In a former article we referred to the

manuscript minutes of the proceedings of the Convention, at the for

mation of the General Grand Encampment, found amongst the papers

of Webb in 1864, and vouched for as being in Webb’s handwriting by

I’. G. M. Gardner. who examined and copied them.

P. G. M. Gardner says these documents are in the handwriting of

Thomas S. Webb and Henry Fowle. and were found amongst the papers

of Thomas Smith Webb, and that they were “ carefully copied” by

himself, (P. G. M. Gardner.)

Sir Knight Carson says, of one of the papers, “ This purports to have

been copied from a manuscript- found amongst the papers of Webb.”

We pass without comment the serious imputation that what a gentle

man of unblemished character, honored as a jurist and distinguished as

a Templar, asserts as within his personal knowledge, is to be received

as something which only “purports to have been " done.

Any statement made by William Sewall Gardner of facts within his

own knowledge will be accepted as true everywhere and under all cir

cumstances.

Amongst the papers referred to are the credentials of the different

delegates duly endorsed by Webb. Then follows this interesting

minute in Webb’s handwriting:

“ Ata meeting of delegates from several Grand Encampment; of Knights

Templars and the appendant Orders, holden at Masons' Hall, in the city of

Philadelphia, on the 11th of June, A. D. 1816—

“ PRESENT

" From Pennsylvania and Maryland :

“ Sir William McCorkle, of Philadelphia.

Sir Archibald Hamilton, of Wilmington.

Sir Beujmnin Edes, of Baltimore.
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“ From Massachusetts and Rhode Island :

“ Sir Thomas Smith Webb, of Boston.

Sir Henry Fowle, of Boston.

Sir John Snow, of Providence.

“ From New York .‘

“ Sir Thomas Lowndes, of New York.

“The gentlemen above named produced the credentials of their appointment

from their respective Grand Encmnpnwnts, for the purpose of taking into con

sideration the propriety and expediency of forming and establishing a General

(Encampment erased) Grand Constitution for the government of the Orders of

Knights of the Red Cross, Knights 'l‘emplars, and Knights ot'Malta, through

out the United States of America.

“ M. E. William McCorkle was appointed Chairman.

“ M. E. Thomas Smith Webb was appointed Secretary of the Convention."

Indorsed, also in Webb's writing,

“Representatives at Philadelphia, 1816.“

Next we have the following:

“NEW YORK, 22d June, 1816.

“ At (an adjourned erased) meeting of the Delegates from the various G E,

of K. Ts. [according (agreeable) to adjournment] held at New York on the day

above written, Most .Wfl. Sir 'l‘. S. W. was uanimously called to the chair.

Wfl. Sir H. Fowle was chosen Secretary. The commissions of the various

Deleyates were read and determined (to be) correct.“

Then follows the reading and adoption of the Constitution, the elec~

tion of officers. The minutes of the meeting in New York are in the

handwriting of Fowle, but are endorsed by Webb, as follows:

" Memo. of the Proceedings & Formation of a Gen. G. Encampment, holden

at N. York, 22 June, 1816.”

Here we have the oflici'al minutes of the meeting in Philadelphia made

by the person whose duty as Secretary it was to record the proceedings.

And also the minutes of the session in New York made by the Secre

tary of that meeting. These records, so made, were in detail; and made

at the time and by the men so well known and so highly respected,

must carry conviction. How much more satisfactory than the record

of some one unknown. The theory as to the authorship of that record,

has, we think, been efiectnally overthrown. And these minutes in

Fowle’s handwriting are in themselves conclusive in disproving the

notion that Wm. B. Fowle engrossed the Record minutes under the

supervision of Henry Fowle and Jno. J. Loring.

The only other thing—in fact the only thing—corroborative of the

correctness of the office minutes (not the original and really the official
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minutes by Webb and Fowle) is contained in what is called “ Webb’s

Monitor ” of 1818. Sir Knight Carson places almost as much reliance

upon this as he did upon his supposed discovery of the scrivener who

entered the disputed minutes. We might admit for the argument's

sake. that Webb wrote the account published in The Monitor, and that

it is susceptible to the inferences drawn therefrom. But this would

involve the necessity of reconciling Webb’s manuscript minutes with

the printed pages of The Monitor. Upon that issue we would stand

by the accuracy of the entries made at the date of the occurrence of the

events recorded, and bearing the intrinsic, and surrounded by the cor

roborative, evidence of their correctness. We do not and will not

“impeach the testimony of our witness—Webb.” But Webb is also

the witness called by Sir Knight Carson, and he “ impeaches the testi

mony of his own witness ” as to the correctness of the manuscript min

utes found amongst Webb's papers; and that too without any attempt

to reconcile those minutes with the account published in The Monitor.

Although it is no more our duty than that of Sir Knight Carson to

make these two accounts harmonize, we submit a few suggestions

which may explain the discrepancy.

_ There have been several editions of The Monitor. The earliest we

have seen was that of 1812. As late as 1859 an edition was published.

edited by Rob. Morris. The edition of 1818 is the one cited and

relied on. It is a remarkable fact that this edition of 1818 was copy

righted in 1815, three years before it was published, and one year be

fore the Geueral Grand Encampment was formed. A similar edition

was issued in 1821, after Webb’s death. It is quite certain that Webh

did not edit the edition of 1821. Did he edit that of 1818? Those who

rest upon the statement therein shOuld show the authorship. It is not

sufficient to say that Webb’s name is on the title page. for his name is

also on the title page of that of 1821., three years after his death. Is

it not probable that both of these editions were edited by the same per

son? If so, Thomas Smith Webb was not that person.

But let us consider the history in The Monitor. It is divided into

Books and Chapters. BOOK 4, CHAPTER 1, contains a meagre account

of the formation of the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts and

Rhode Island. and of the election and installation of officers. But not

a single name appears of those who organized the Body, or those

elected to office.

Immediately following the “ history” of the formation of the Grand

Encampment for that jurisdiction is a notice of the appointment by

that Body of three delegates to meet in Philadelphia or New York for
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the purpose of forming a General Grand Encampment. Next follows

the statement especially relied on, and which is as follows:

“The delegates proceeded to the city of New York, where a convention

assembled consisting of the. representatives of nine Encampments and Coun

cils. The convention after mature deliberation formed and adopted a consti

tution, and opened a general grand encampment of Knights Templar-s and

appendant orders for the United States."

CHAPTER II, is the constitution and list of otficers elected.

CHAPTER III. List of encampments, being those so often men

tioned in this discussion.

It will be observed that this, so called, “ history ” does not state that

the nine Encampments and Councils, or their representatives, consti

tuted the convention. It is merely a list of the Eneampments probably

supposed to recognize and to be subordinate to the General Grand

Encampment. Just as, elsewhere in the book there is a list of Lodges,

Chapters, &c. I place no reliance upon the doctrine of probabilities;

and I will leave the suggestion for what it may be worth.

Returning to The Monitor “ history ” let any one compare, or rather

contrast, its scanty, vague and unsatisfactory account, with the minute

details, the methodical and circumstantial account of the convention

left by Webb, and say which he will accept as reliable.

The Monitor account is reconcilable with the fact that the General

Grand Encampment was formed by the Grand Encampments of Massa

chusetts and Rhode Island and New York; for it distinctly states that

“ lhe delegates (appointed by the Grand Encampment of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island, as related in the paragraph of the “history” im~

mediately preceding) proceeded to New York,” &0.

But the Webb manuscripts cannot be reconciled with the theory that

the General Grand Encampment was formed in any other way. The

two statements ought to be made to harmonize if possible. It is no

fault of mine if they do not. If any one impeaches Webb’s testimony

“ thou canst not say I did it 1" Whoever attempts to do so, in etfect

must charge Webb with having deliberately made false records and

carefully annotated, engrossed and preserved them to confuse and

mystify posterity.

Having had occasion to make several digressions from the main point

in controversy, it may be well to give a resume of the discussion.

Tm: ISSUE. Was the General Grand Encampment formed by dele

gates from the Grand Encampments of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island and New York?

For direct and affirmative proof we have offered,
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1st. The resolutions of the Grand Encampments of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island and of New York appointing delegates in their behalf

with full authority to form a General Grand Encampment. This fact

is admitted by our opponents in the controversy.

In this connection we have showed, and the other side admits. that

the men named as delegates by the two State Grand Encampments

met together in New York on June 20th and 21st, 1816.

It is also admitted that at the time and place specified the General

Grand Encampment was organized. _

2nd. We have showed, and it is not denied, that the delegates

reported, as delegates, that they had performed the duties entrusted to

them; and had formed the General Grand Encampment.

In this connection we have showed that the General Grand Encamp

ment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island on June 25, 1817, “ approved

of the doings of their delegates," and also that this Grand Encampment

paid the expenses of said delegates.

3rd. We have proved by the manuscript minutes in the handwriting

of Henry Fowle, Secretary of the Convention, that the delegates from

the two Grand Encampments met; that their credentials were examined

and found to be correct; that the convention was organized. the Gen

eral Grand Encampment was formed, &c.

This proof is accompanied and corroborated by memoranda of en

dorsements made by Thomas Smith Webb.

Inasmuch as not one of these propositions, with its proof, has been.

or can be, eontroverted, the affirmative of the issue stands impreg

nable.

Upon the negative side it was claimed. at first, that the General

Grand Encampment was formed by delegates from eight Subordinate

Bodies. But this claim had to be abandoned when it was made to

appear that not a single one of the Subordinate Bodies specified had

appointed any delegates, or authorized any one to act in its behalf, or

had ever pretended to have taken any part, in the formation of a

General Grand Encampment.

The next and last position assumed by the negative is that the men

who had been commissioned by the Grand Encampments of Massachu

setts and Rhode Island and of New York " acting as individuals . . .

claiming to be representatives of eight Commanderies or Councils they

did organize the Grand Encampment of the United States, but this was

not done in their capacity as delegates of the Grand Encampments of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island or of New York.”

The inherent weakness and contradictory character of this position
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must strike any one who considers it. These men were sent on a

mission to accomplish a certain end; they had their credentials; all

the elements of success were in their bands; they did the very thing

they were delegated to do; but not “in their capacity as delegates ” ! I

A certain Bishop, who was also a Prince of the realm, was charged

with profanity. He admitted that he did swear, but claimed that he

swore as a Prince, and not as a Bishop!

Let us take up the evidence relied on to support the negative of the

issue, which is embodied in the proposition that the Grand Encampment

was formed by unauthorized individuals.

1st. The oflice record.

But this record says that the Convention was held “consisting of

Delegates or Knights Companions from eight Councils and Encamp

ments.”

If there were present any “ Delegates,” that upsets the theory that

the Convention was composed of undelegated individuals. If it is

meant to say that those present were “ Knights Companions from

eight Councils and Encampments," it is impeached by the fact that

there is not the slightest evidence in the proceedings of the Convention

or in the minutes of Ancient Encampment,Temple Encampment, Mont

gomery Encampment or Darius Council to show that any “Knight

Companion ” from either of these Bodies was present.

This office record is further tainted with suspicion in that it was not

made by the Grand Recorder, and is falsely attested with his name.

This testimony discredits itself.

In order to give character to this record a laborious efi’ort has been

made to prove that the entries were made by William B. Fowle, under

the direction of his father, Henry Fowle, and of the Grand Recorder,

J. J. Loriug. But this efiort has signally failed. The allegation that

the record is in young Fowle’s handwriting is completely refuted, and

the accompanying inferences rebutted.

2d. Webb’s Monitor is appealed to to sustain the negative, but it

does not do so. It notes the appointment of delegates by the Grand

Encampment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, and says: "The

deiegates proceeded to New York, where :1 Convention assembled, &e.”

(The rest of the language is the same as in the record.)

If it could be shown—it has not been—that Webb wrote the account

in the lilonitor, it would stand as a cursory account written two years

after the events; and against it would stand Webb's manuscripts

cotemporaneous with the proceedings, thorough in their details, sys
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tematically arranged and preserved, and having every indication of

accuracy.

If we are forced to a question of veracity of Webb vs. Webb, we

should unbesitatingly accept Webb with the minute circumstantiality

of an historian, and with his abundant corroborations, rather than

Webb's fragmentary and inconsistent statement of 1818. But we have

said these two accounts maybe reconciled. In any event we insist

that the Monitor does not suggest or support the theory that undele

gated and irresponsible individuals created the Grand Encampment, so

that it fails in the purpose for which it is quoted.

Here the argument ends. I firmly believe that the affirmative of the

issue has been overwhelmingly sustained, and that it cannot be success

fully controverted. I am equally certain that I have obtruded into

this discussion nothing undignified or unknightly. I challenge anyone

to pick out a single unkind, personal allusion, a single diseourteous

reflection or offensive adjective. And so I submit the case.

James H. Horxms.

WASHINGTON, D. 0., March, 1894.

[When the foregoing paper was prepared, its publication was withheld to

see if any new facts should be discovered, or any new arguments advanced

upon the subject in dispute. But there is nothing fresh either in the way of

fact or arguments. Comparativer few of the Chairmen of the Committees on

Correspondence have expressed an opinion on the matter, and none of them,

so far as we know, except Sir Knight Speed of Mississippi, and Sir Knights

Rugg and Finch of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, have gone into a discus

sion of the matter. It is true that Sir Knight Carson has published his third

paper upon the mooted question, and upon that a few observations will be

made, even at the risk of repeating some things that have been already said]

SIR KNIGHT CARSON'S THIRD PAPER.

We propose to submit a brief review of the last article of Sir Knight

Carson upon the organization of the General Grand Encampment,

published in the Proceedings of the Grand Commandery of Ohio for

1894, and in doing so shall be as concise as possible. Sir Knight

Carson copies the resolution of the Grand Encampment of Massachu

setts and Rhode Island, appointing delegates to meet others and form

a Grand Encampment, and says: “ No Grand Encampment or dele

gate as such are named in it.”

Remark. But two other Grand Eneampments were in existence,

and the delegates were antherized to meet “with such delegates as

may be appointed by any of the said Grand Encampments.” The

5
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contingency of having to confer with delegates from but one of the

Grand Encampments was anticipated and provided for. The omission

of the names of the other Grand Encampments proves nothing. The

fact remains.

The report of these delegates is given with this comment: “ They

simply report that they (as individual Knights Templars) had organ

ized a General Grand Encampment.” '

Remark. The report says: '“ The delegates appointed, 820.. report

that according to appointment they preceeded. &c. This settles the

capacity in which they reported. Why report at all if they had acted

on their own responsibility and in their individual character?

Sir Knight Carson says: Massachusetts and Rhode Island “ac

cepted and came under the Constitution adopted in New York. This

don't look very much like having created the General Grand Encamp

ment.’I

Remark. All of the original thirteen States “accepted and came

under the Constitution of the United States, and yet they “ created"

the Government.

Sir Knight Carson—“ Delegates from the cities of Philadelphia, Bal

timore, Wilmington and New York attended the convention in Phila

delphia. Certainly these were not Grand Encampments."

Remark. These delegates were from the cities named; but they

attended as delegates from their Grand Encampments.

“ At a meeting of delegates from several Grand Encampments, &c.,

holden, &c.. Present Sir Wm. McCorkle. of Philadelphia, Sir Arch.

Hamilton of Wilmington, Sir Benj. Edes. of Baltimore, Sir Thos.

Lowndes, of New York.”-—(Sir Knight Carson’s 3rd paper, page 163.)

Sir Knight Carsou—“ Sir Jno. Schiefiiein was appointed a committee

to collect and count the votes. Where is the only four theory now ?”

Remark. This “ theory" is only incidental to the question. Only

four were ofiicially present. At each session of the Grand Commandery

many attend who are not members; and it is customary to appoint as

Grand Sentinel one not a member of the Body. Like Scheii'fiein, that

one may subsequently be elected to office; but it does not prove that

he took part in the deliberations prior to such election.

Sir Knight Carson bases :1 claim that Sir DeWitt Clinton and Martin

Hoffman were present. upon the fact that a committee was appointed

“ to wait on (them) and inform them of their election to oflice and

QUALIFY THEM.”
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Remark. These are rather strange grounds upon which to infer

their presence.

In order to prove the presence of several others, Sir Knight Carson

prints a letter written by Sir Knight Josiah Whitaker to P. G. M.

Gardner, from which he takes this extract. “Tsar MAY HAVE TAKEN

sans IN THE coavaa'rioa, but he has no recollection of it.

Remark The capitals and small letters are Sir Knight Carson’s.

Suppose he had reversed his emphasis. and made the statement read:

“HE HAS NO RECOLLECTION THAT THEY 'roox sans IN THE CONVENTION,

they may done so." What is the fair and reasonable inference?

Sir Knight Carson omits to copy, or to notice that portion of Sir

Knight Whitaker’s letter which says. “ Your (P. G. M. Gardner‘s)

history of that convention is substantially correct.” That history is the

one we are contending for.

Another side issue is raised by the action of the Grand Encampment

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island refusing to recognize as legal, an

Encampment in Rhode Island, which had been chartered by the Grand

Encampment of New York, from which it is argued that the Grand

Encampment of New York was decided to be illegal by the Grand En

campment of Massachusetts and Rhode Island.

Remark. Suppose a Commandery should be organized in Cincinnati

under a charter granted by the Grand Commandery of Illinois; could

it be claimed that because the Grand Commandery of Ohio declared

the Body in Cincinnati illegal, that it thereby pronounced the Grand

Commandery of Illinois illegal? The action of the Grand Encampment

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island was nothing more than the asser

tion of her jurisdiction. The new topic in no way afl’ects the question

under discussion. The status of the Grand Encampment of New York

has been fully considered heretofore.

Sir Knight Carson gives what he calls “certain papers purporting to

be scraps or extracts from manuscripts in the handwriting of Thos.

Smith Webb, giving an account of the organization of the General

Grand Encampment.”

Remark 1st. They do not purport to be “scraps or extracts."

Remark 2nd. These so called “scraps” occupy three pages of

small type; whereas the office record of the same events takes less

than one page in large type. The first is in the handwriting of Webb

and Fowle; the other is an unknown handwriting. li'lu‘ch implies

verity?
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Remark 3rd. These Webb papers are not “ extracts,” but a full,

detailed history of the organization of the General Grand Encampment

in the handwriting of the men who officially kept the minutes of the

proceedings, and they ought to Settle the controversy.

Remark 4th. There is an attempt to discredit by innuendo, the

genuineness of the documents vouched for as genuine by P. G. M.

Gardner.

It is pertinent to inquire if Sir Knight Carson admits or denies

that the documents referred to are in the handwriting of Webb and

Fowle, and were correctly copied by P. G. M. Gardner? If he admits

that these papers are authentic. as he must, it is incumbent upon him

to reconcile their history with his "theory."

Last words. The history which we contend for, is supported by the

records of the Grand Encampments of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island and of New York, by the ofliciul minutes written at the time by

Webb and Fowle, and is perfectly in accord therewith; is consistent

with itself throughout, and may be reconciled with the account in the

Monitor and in the office record.

The “history” Sir Knight Carson contends for is supported by

nothing—absolutely nothing. To sustain the “ theory ” that “the

Grand Encampment was organized by individual Knights Templar-s”

there must be affirmative proof, not probabilities or strained inferences

that some persons were there, participating in the deliberations, who

had no delegated authority. Let it not be forgotten that Webb, Fowle,

Snow and Lowndes were delegates, and submitted their credentials.

Keep clearly in mind that this “theory " is that the Grand Encamp

ment was created by a few Knights Templars as individuals. We ask

where is the proof? The very witnesses called to sustain. contradict

this assumption. The office record says: the Convention consisted of

“ delegates or Knights Companions." The flfonitor says: " The dele

gates (t'rom Massachusetts and Rhode Island) proceeded to New York,

when a Convention assembled," &c. A delegate is defined to be “ a

person sent and empowered to act for another.” It is impossible to

be a self-appointed delegate. It is a contradiction of terms. The

“ theory ” and the witnesses do not harmonize, and cannot be made to

do so. Hence the “ theory " floats in the air, supported by nothing.

The fact that Jona. Schiefllein was present—and for that matter the

presence in the Convention of a score of others. if their presence could

be established—cannot obliterate or alter the fact that the General

Grand Encampment was formed by duly constituted delegates from

two Grand Encampments.
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We have discussed all phases of the question, relevant or irrelevant,

and in doing so have felt obliged, to some extent, to “ thresh over old

straw.” We have no more to say.

James H. Horams.

WASHINGTON, D. 0., February, 1895.

 

ll'etuish High {friest and girl: of the Bauenant.

’ NDER the Mosaic economy the ofilce of High Priest was

greatly dignified. It was made to include important functions

as related to both civil and ecclesiastical affairs. The incum

bent of that exalted otlice exercised authority in matters of worship and

in the regulation of social_and public life. He was selected from a

chosen family of a particular tribe regarded as especially favored on

this account and was inducted into office with solemn and impressive

ceremonies. He was held in reverence and respect by devout believers

 



3'74 FREEMASOJVS REPosu'olzr.

who thought of him as standing in somewhat closer relations to JehOvah

than themselves.

The attire of the Jewish High Priest was conspicuous and symbolic.

It included the breastplate, the ephod with its curious girdle, the robe

of the ephod, the mitre, the embroidered coat, and the girdle. The

materials of which these were constructed were fine gold, and blue, red,

purple. and white linen. As is generally understood by Craftsmen_this

attire is represented by the vestments of a High Priest of a Royal Arch

Chapter, and therefore there is a Masonic as well as a historic interest

associated with the dress and appearance of the Jewish Pontifi". In

modern Craft usage a special significance is attached to the mitre, the

breastplate, and the robe. The mitre is a sign of the character and

exalted dignity of the office; the breastplate is a reminder of responsi

bility and obligation not only to the rules of the Masonic Institution

but to the Divine Law; and the robe suggests a variety of noble virtues

which are symbolized by the various colors of which it is composed.

The frontispiece of this number furnishes a good portrait of a Jewish

High Priest attired according to the olden regulations. The cut shown

at the head of this article represents the High Priest bowing in his

adorations before the sacred Ark, which was most significant as con

nected with the sacrifices and offerings enjoined by the Mosaic code.

The Ark of the Covenant dates from the erection by Moses of the

'l‘ahernacle in the wilderness. This Tabernacle, of which a view ap

pears on another page—a cut which it was intended should have ac

companied the article on the Tabernacle in the February number of the

Rsrosrronr~was in itself a wondrous structure, and wondroust beau

tiful, besides being symbolic of spiritual and eternal glories. In its

most sacred place—the Holy of Holies—rested the sacred Ark. This

was a small chest of acacia wood, entirely overlaid with gold. The top

of the Ark, also covered with gold, was called the mercy seat. Two

emblematic figures, called cheruhim, one at each end of the Ark, stood

facing each other, their outspread wings forming a canopy. These

figures signified, among other things, the qualities which distinguish the

ox, the eagle, the lion, and man himself, viz: Patience, swiftness,

strength, and intelligence. In this Ark were deposited the tables of

stone on which were inscribed the Divine Laws given on Mount Sinai.

It was also, probably, a place of deposit for the pot of manna and the

rod of Aaron. At a late period it may have_contained the sacred roll

of the Pentateuch.

In all the eventful history of the Israelites the Ark of the Covenant

holds an important relation. Without it the Jewish records would lack
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much of meaning and interest. And with the Ark, placed in the Holy

of Holies in the Tabernacle, and afterwards in the Temple, there is as

sociated the ministries of the Jewish High Priest whose functions were

of an exalted and symbolic character. Royal Arch Masons can but be

interested in all that is thus represented and suggested. They may

well consider what is signified to them in the ritual and ceremonies of

the Chapter, as pertaining to the Jewish High Priest and his exalted

functions, the Tabernacle and the Ark of the Covenant. And by all

these symbols and suggestions, when they are properly regarded, there

will come to intelligent Craftsmen more of faith in Jehovah, more of

respect for the Divine Laws, and more of determination to walk

obediently t0 the precepts thus signified.

lites. Lucius lieige, l3. 3%].

‘ ~ HE ninety-third birthday of this eminent Craftsman occurred

' on Friday, March 8th ultimo. Dr. Paige is a resident of

Cambridge, Mass., which was the place of his last settlement

as pastor. He resigned that pastorate nearly fifty years ago, since

which time he has been actively engaged in business matters and in

literary labors. He is the author of the commentary on the New Tes

tament, which bears his name, and of other religious works. A good

number of years ago he wrote the History of Cambridge, and this vol

ume, like everything coming from his mind and pen, shows careful

preparation and systematic arrangement. He is a man prominent by

reason of his intellectual and moral gifts, and one who has been ex

tensively useful in his day and generation. He is regarded with re

spect by all classes of people in the community where he has dwelt for

so long a time. He is a Universalist clergyman, the oldest ordained

minister in that denomination.

For a period of upwards of seventy years Dr. Paige has been con

nected with the Masonic organization, always active and zealous in

promoting the interests of the Fraternity. He is, we believe, the senior

Past Master in the jurisdiction of Massachusetts. having been elected

Master of Mount Zion Lodge, Hardwick, September 13. 1826. Nearly

fifty years ago he held the office of Master of Amicable Lodge, Cam

bridgeport, and from that time has been justly prominent in the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts. He is the senior permanent member of that

body. In an address which he delivered in Grand Lodge some twelve

years ago, Dr. Paige said: “ Freemasonry was my early love, in the
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morning of life; and in my old age, as the evening shadows gather

about me. it still occupies a warm place in my heart. Many of the

happiest hours of my life have been spent within the Lodge ; and their

memory is green.”

Dr. Paige is likewise the senior member of the Grand Commandery

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, having held the office of Com

mander of “ Village Encampment,” Greenwich, Mass., in 1826. The

charter of this body was forfeited during the decline of Freemasonry

and Templary following the Morgan excitement. The brother and Sir

Knight of whom we write has likewise been prominent in the Scot

tish Rite, and has attained the thirty-third degree.

Dr. Paige, although considerably advanced beyond four score and

ten years, is in the enjoyment of good health. and his mental faculties

are clear and sound. His brethren in Freemasonry join with his many

friends in profl'ering to him their fraternal greeting, and trust that he

may be spared to round out a full hundred years on the earth. They

congratulate him upon his long and honorable Masonic career and the

credit which he has reflected on the Fraternity by his words and works.

Do we ssrmns FREEMASONRY according to its upper ranges of

expression? Do we not too frequently limit our appreciation of the

Masonic system to some of its pleasing ceremonies and spectacles,

instead of going beyond these things to what they represent of truth

and of righteousness? And as regards the Lodge or other organiza

tion, are we not inclined to dwell overmueh upon the provision made

for the social nature, the eating and drinking, the acts of benevolence.

and other outward manifestations, for which opportunity is given and

preparation made under Masonic auspices, putting into the background

ideas and principles which ought to have the first consideration? All

this is natural—but it is the lower and not the higher form of estimate.

Would we see the true glory of Freemasonry we must fix our vision

not on mere machinery and accessories—not on spectacles and ceremo

nies impressive in themselves and grandly suggestive—not in the

details of law and ritual, nor yet in the social and benevolent features

which have their attractions—but we must give regard to the ideas

and principles which permeate the Masonic institution and make its

distinctive character. When the system and the organization are thus

apprehended Freemasonry becomes invested with a brightness not

otherwise discernible; and thus estimated it inspires the most heroic

purposes and the most sublime enthusiasms. Would that we might

realize the highest glory of Freemasonry.
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aestions and gitnswers.

[Under this head questions pertlnent to the subjects treated In the Rsi'ost'ronY wlll be stated

and briefly answered. It wlll be understood, of course, that the oplnlons expressed in the

department only represent the Judgment of the edltor on the polnts submitted. Brethren are

nvlted to forward lnquirlcs relating to any matter of Masonlc practice, or bearlug upon the

hlstory and expression of the lnstltutlonr‘Eor'ronJ

“ Is the reconsideration of an unfavorable ballot on a petition for

initiation permissible? If such a reconsideration is allowable, how is

it to be brought about? Must a majority of the Lodge signify their

approval of another ballot? Is it lawful to take a third ballot on a

petition when two adverse ballots have been taken on the application

during the same communication?"

The question of our correspondent involves several important mat

tcrs bearing upon Masonic procedure in the conduct of Lodge afi’airs.

A reconsideration of a ballot on a petition for initiation or membership

is not allowable. In the transaction of the ordinary business of a

Masonic Lodge a motion to reconsider some action which had just

been taken might be recognized as in order; and, if the reconsideration

was supported by a majority vote, a second judgment upon the ques

tion could he had. In balloting on candidates, however, no such

motion to reconsider would be received by an intelligent and well

posted Master of a Lodge. Should the Master desire to verify an

adverse decision, when there appears but one black hall or cube, he

may cause the ballot to be taken a second time. without delay; but the

result thus ascertained must be accepted as decisive under the pending

application. It is the Wor. Master. not the Lodge, who directs a

second ballot when there is reason to suppoae a mistake may have been

made on the first call; but he has no authority to proceed farther on

the same evening. or at any subsequent time, in obtaining the judgment

of his Lodge on a candidate against whom the ballot has been twice

declared to be foul. Of course a new petition can be presented and

acted upon as the rules provide.

“ Has the word Abraxas any Masonic signification? Of what is it

the type or symbol, and how is the term applied in reference thereto ?”

Abraxas is a name devised by the heretic Basilides, and, according

to the Greek letters of which it is composed, it represents the 365 days

of the year. Its mystical reference is to the Power which guides the

year. and which is signified by the vastness of the material universe.

The ancients were accustomed to inscribe the word upon precious

stones, regarded as charms or amulets, and thought by them to have

6
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some special potency. The word in its broadest range of suggestion

applies to the Great First Cause—the Infinite One—from whom pro

ceed light and life,—all things in the heavens above and on the earth

below. As being interchangeable with the " Adorable Name " it might

not improperly come into Masonic phraseology; but it is. not needed,

nor does it in and of itself possess Masonic significance.

“ Who are the profane, regarded from a Masonic point of view? Is

the word as it is commonly used by Masons one of reproach ?”

It is somewhat difficult to distinguish the techical meaning of this

word from that interpretation which attaches to it in ordinary speech.

hence many Masonic writers rarely make use of the term. It is liable

to be misunderstood and its reference obscured. In Craft usage the

word is applied to non-Masons, including all outside of the Fraternity,

without any sort of reference to character or position. Profane is

therefore an inofi‘ensive word which in the language of our Fraternity

merely designates those who have not been initiated into the mysteries

of Freemasonry. Because of its liability to he misunderstood some

care should be taken in employing the term in mixed assemblies.

“Has the Grand Lodge of this jurisdiction authorized the writing

out of the secret work of Masonry? If this has been done. on what

ground can such action be justified?"

We are not informed as to whether the Grand Lodge governing the

Craft in the State where our enquiring brother resides has caused the

Masonic ritual to be committed to writing as a standard by which to

determine the work of the jurisdiction ; but we know that such a course

has been taken by several Grand Lodges. The justification for thus

writing out the main portion of the esoteric work is that there may be

preserved, under proper safeguards, a correct ritual to which reference

may be had by Masters of Lodges when differences of opinion arise as

to words and phrases, or any part of the ceremony. At the first it

may seem that thus to write out the work, or to cause it to be written.

conflicts with the obligation of extreme secrecy taken by every Mason

at the altar, but when the obligation is analyzed and its full force

brought out, there seems nothing more in the vow than that nothing

shall be done or sanctioned which is likely to cause an unlawful reveal

ing of Masonic secrets. If it should be shown that no sufficient safe

guards can be provided to keep an authorized copy of the Lodge work

secure and to guard it from improper uses. then. of course, it logically

follows that the writing of the work is in violation of the obligation.
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On the other hand, if it can be made to appear that practically there is

little or no danger of disseminating the secrets of the Craft unlawfully

by committing to writing the approved ritual, then it would hardly

seem that any guilt attaches to Grand Lodge, or the members carrying

out its behests, in what they do looking to the establishment and pres

ervation of an unquestioned standard of work. The recent unpleasant

experience in Massachusetts. where two well known brothers have

recently been expelled for printing the esoteric work and arranging for

the sale of printed copies. hardly proves as much as is claimed by those

who assume that if the Grand Lodge of that jurisdiction had not an

thorized the making of a single written copy there would have been no

attempt to publish the same in the way noted. The fact is’that the

brother most conspicuous in the movement to print and sell copies of

the work was letter perfect in every part of the ritual, and had no need

to rely upon or refer to the authorized written document. He was

able to furnish copies from other sources. It does not at all appear

that his offense was prepared for or'made possible by the action of the

Grand Lodge.

There can be no question, however, but that some slight risk attaches

to the committing of the secret work to writing. It is better, there

fore. to follow the old method and to avoid such a risk. If, however.

the work or any considerable part of it is written out by sanction of a

Grand Lodge. the most ample precautions should be taken to guard the

manuscript and to prevent its use for improper purposes. A single

copy in any jurisdiction would seem to be sufficient to meet the refer

ences and tests required.

A Puonacrous Caarrszuarv is at the best an unfortunate exponent of

Freemasonry. His quarrelsomeness of disposition crops out on every

occasion. and seemingly he is never so thoroughly satisfied with himself

as when he is fighting something or somebody. He is always aggres

sive. ready to ride rough shod over the opinions of other people, a de

structive critic. a rude iconoclast. a brother who may be feared because

of his strength of attack. who may perhaps be respected for some pos

itive qualities that stand to his credit. but who can never be greatly

loved. 1f the pugnacious brother wields the pen of a reviewer he is

caustic and severe, seemingly caring for nothing if he can strike out

freely and hit somebody in the opposition. Masonic teachings can

do but little in softening and moulding the hard character of such

an one.
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Editorial lil'nies.

SOME THINGS are not quite clear pertaining to the formation of the

Grand Encampment, and opinions differ as to the way and manner of

establishment. The primal question is as to whether the General

Grand Body, organized in 1816, was formed by representatives from

Grand Encampments [Commanderies]. or by individual Knights meet

ing as such. Our opinion is that the Convention of 1816 was coma

posed of duly authorized delegates, and that those delegates in their

representative capacity organized the Grand Encampment. But what

ever may be the views entertained on this subject there can be no

question as to the interest and value of Past Grand Master Hopkins’

admirable paper which appears in this number of the Rseosrroav. It

deals in an able and judicial manner with the various questions involved,

making evident the weakness of the theory advanced by Sir Knight

Carson of Ohio. '

Common sense is wanted in the interpretation of the requirements of

Freemasonry. " Follow reason" is a good thing to do when called

upon to determine what is the scope of responsibility as regards the

observance of Masonic precepts—the performing of Masonic obliga

tions. A precise and technical meaning may be read into some of

these obligations, so that. they may seem to call for a kind or quantity

of service which are altogether out of the question. Not long ago we

heard aCraftsman complaining that his Masonic neighbors did not

trade at his store. It was their duty to give him their patronage.

Good sense would have prevented the brother from putting forward

such an interpretation of the obligations assumed by Masons. Still

more recently we have heard the question discussed whether the obliga

tion to warn a brother Mason of danger does not carry with it an

implication of service toward even the criminal, should he chance to

be a Mason, requiring the putting forth of some efl‘ort to shield him

from the just consequences of his wrong doing. A level headed Crafts

man does not think of Freemasonry as a force intended to compel men

to patronize each other in business, or professionally; and his good

sense saves him from supposing even for a moment that being a Mason

he is to be an abettor of crime and a protector of criminals. The

mission of Freemasonry is intellectual, social and moral, hence every

technical obligation must be made to conform with these fundamental

purposes.

Tm: movsnsnr started by the Grand Lodge of Colorado, looking_to
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a memorial observance of the death of George Washington, by suitable

services to be held at Mt. Vernon, Va., on December 14. 1899, seems

to be making headway. Seventeen Grand Lodges have already taken

favorable action on the proposition to provide for such a centennial

celebration, viz. : Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, District of Columbia,

Indian Territory. Kansas, Maine, Minnesota, Mississippi, Nebraska,

New York. North Dakota, Ocklahoma, Texas, Virginia, Washington

and West Virginia. The Grand Lodges of the other jurisdictions will

doubtless approve the Memorial gathering and service which will doubt

less serve to show the world how sincerely the memory of 'Washington

is revered by American patriots and Masons. It is assumed that each

of the Grand Lodges endorsing the proposition will appoint a repre

sentation to have a voice in the making of arrangements for so notable

an occasion ; and the general committee will provide for all details of

the proposed centennial observance by a number of sub-committees.

Q

n s

Mascots Eli‘Iems.

[Thcitemsthut appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends_

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges uhound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad ticid; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while of course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to " Mn

nonie News ” shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. \Ve shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Connecticut.

The sixty-eighth annual eonclave

of this Grand Body was held at Meri

den, in the Asylum of St. Elmo Com

mandery of that city, on Tuesday.

March 19, 1895. All the Command

eries In the jurisdiction, eleven in

number, were represented Grand

Commander G. Herrick Wilson pre

sided and delivered a timely address.

He paid a suitable tribute to the mem

ory and worth of Sir Knight Joseph

K. Wheeler, deceased, who held the

office of Grand Recorder at the time

of his death. Action was taken by

the Grand Commandery looking to its

representation at the 'l‘riennial session

of the Grand Encampment, in Bos

ton, next August. Grand Recorder

Eli C. Birdscy presented a well ar

ranged report, showing thc prosper

ous condition of the Order through

out thejurisdiction. Connecticut has

‘eleven Commanderies with a total

membership of 2,2l4. The following

named oiilcers were elected: iIugh

Stirling, oi.’ Bridrepurt, Grand Com

mander; Lyman H. Johnson, of New

Haven, Deputy Grand Commander;

Samuel M. Bronson, of Hartford, Gr.

Generalissimo; William E. Withey,

of New London, Grand Captain Gen

eral; William E. Risiey, of Water

bury, Grand Prclate; E. S. Davis, of

Middletown, Grand Senior Warden;

A. S. Comstock, of Norwich, Grand
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Junior Warden; W. R. Higby, 0!

Bridgeport, Grand Treasurer; Eli C.

Birdsev, 0t Meriden, Grand Recorder;

Frank Street, of Norwalk, Gr. Stand

ard Bearer; A. E. Fuller, of Danbury.

Grand Sword Bearer: D. (J. Card, of

Willimantic, Grand Wat-der; John W.

Mix, of Meriden, Sentinel; Fred A.

Spencer, of Waterbury, Inspector.

Quarterly Convocation of Grand

Royal Arch Chapter of Massachu

setts.

The quarterly convocation of the

Grand Chapter of Massachusetts was

held in Masonic Temple, Boston, Mar.

12, i895. There was a large repre

sentation of the subordinate Chapters

at the meeting. Prayer was oti‘ered

by the Grand Chaplain, Rev. Charles

A. Skinner, after which the exercises

were opened in ample. form by the

Grand High Priest, J. Giiman Waite.

The installation of several of the Dis

trict Deputy Grand High Priests fol

lowed. A special connnittee was ap

pointed to consider the joiutjurisdic

tion of the Newton and Waltham

Chapters. in the town of Watertown.

The. committee consists of Past. Grand

High Priests, A. G. Pollard and J.

Albert Blake, and Companion Wm,

B. Lawrence. The Gr. High Priest,

J. Gilmau Waite, was presented with

an elaborate official jewel and re

sponded in fitting words to the pre

sentation speech made by Past Gland

High Priest, A. G. Pollard.

An Attractive Group of Portraits.

At the recent official visitation of

Joseph Warren (‘omumudery, Rox

bury, Mass., by Frecnmn C. Hersey,

Grand Lecturer, and suite, the por

traits of the Past Colnnmnders, placed

upon the walls of the main hall, were

shown for the first time to the Com

mandery. The portraits are the work

of Mr. Walter Gilman Page and re

flect much credit upon his artistic

skill. The haii had been relighted by

a line of incandescent burners ar

ranged arouud the ceiling, and the

efi'ect. was very beautiful. The artist

had shown a versatility in the means

he had used to prevent any unpleas

ant etTect from too similar posing or

treatment, and the Commandery can

well be congratulated upon the pos

session of a complete set of portraits

of its Past Counnauders. viz: Wm. F.

Davis, James C. Tucker, Samuel Lit

tle, George Moultou, John F. Newton,

Charles Harris, Solomon A. Bolster,

George R. Emerson, Daniel W. Jones,

John Carr, Fred H. Spring, Herbert

F. Morse, William G. Fish and E.

Bentley Young. The ( iomlnandcry is

in a flourishing condition.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Quarterly Communication of the

Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

The Quarterly Communication of

the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

was held in Masonic Temple, Phila

delphia, March 6, 1895. The Grand

Master, Bro. M. [1. Henderson, pre

sided and there were present, Deputy

Grand Master, Hro. William J. Kel

ley; Senior Grand Warden, Bro.

Henry W. Williams; Junior Grand

Warden. Bro. George E. Wagner;

Bro. William B. ilackenburg acting

Grand Treasurer; Grand Secretary,

Bro. Michael Nisbet, with the other

Grand Officers in their respective

places. The Communication was

largely attended by the members and

there were several visitors from with

out the jurisdiction. An application

for a charter was granted to Radiant

StarLodge of Frankford, Philadelphia.

Various reports were read and their
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resolutions adopted. The committee

on finance offered an important reso

lution, with reference to the four per

cent. Masonic Loan, which was unani

mously adopted. It is proposed to

convert the securities held by the

sinking fund into proueeds which

may be applied to the reduction of

the Loan thus designated. The meet

ing was an interesting and harmoni

ous one, profitable to those privileged

to attend.

Death of Past Grand Master Rich

ard Vaux of Philadelphia.

Bro. Richard Vaux, a prominent

citizen and an influential member of

the Masonic Fraternity, died at his

home in Philadelphia, on Friday,

March 22, 1895, after a brief illness.

He was born in Philadelphia in 1819,

being descended from a Quaker family

holding an eminent souial position.

He was a gentleman of the old school,

courtly and dignified in his manners,

and somewhat eccentric in dress. He

was active and honored in political

life, and had held many important

ofilces, in all of which he displayed

the ability and energy that were con

spicuous in his strong individuality.

He was at one time Mayor of Phila

delphia and afterwards held the oifice

of Recorder in the same city. He

had been a member of Congress, and

in his early life was Secretary of Le

gation at the Court of St. James. lie

was a Democrat of conservative pro

clivities. His ardent attachment to

Fremasonry was emphasized in many

ways. He was an active worker in

behalf of its interests even to the close

of his life, and he found much of the

zest of being in such faithful service.

He had secured deservedly high hon

ors at the hands of his brethren,

having, among the positions, been

called to fill the place of Grand Mas

ter of Masons of Pennsylvania. He

was a learned and accomplished Crafts

man who will be sincerely mourned

by hosts of friends in the jurisdictiOn

of Pennsylvania and beyond its limits.

THE \VEST.

Death of General Mahlon D. Man

son, of Indiana.

The death of General Manson re

moves from our Fraternity one of its

most devoted supporters, a man of

noble activities and esteemed char

acter. Brother Manson was away from

his home on business when the fatal

paralytic stoke came upon him and

caused his death at Frankfort, lndiana,

February 4, 1895. His funeral was

held in Crawfordsville, where he had

long resided, February 7, and was

largely attended by his friends and

acquaintances, those who were his as

sociates as Masaus and members of

the Grand Army of the Republic.

General Manson was born in Ohio,

February 20, lSiS. The boy became

self-supporting at an early age and

showed considerable business ability

as well as a love for study and an in

terest in the afi‘airs of the Nation.

He enlisted in the. Mexican war and

served until its close. lie. was sent

as Representative to the indiumi Legis

lature in 1851 and took a deep interest

in the political events of the time.

When the Civil War broke out he

raised a company and marched at its

head to engage in service on the battle

field, being gradually promoted until

his rank was that of Brigadier Gen~

eral. He was an able commander,

but was forced to give up his commis

sion on account of physical disability

caused by a wound received at the

battle of Resaca, Georgia, May 14,

1864. After the war General Manson
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became prominent in politics; he was

sent to Congress in 1870, and in 1876,

elected State Auditor. He served the

State afterwards as Lieutenant Gov

ernor, and resigned that position to

become the Internal Revenue Col

lector, discharging his duties in all 01'

these difl‘erent lines of work with

signal ability and skill.

General Manson was made a Mason

in 1844, in Ohio, but became a charter

member of Montgomery Lodge, of

(Irawfordsvillc, in 1844, serving as its

Worshipful Master in 1845, and held

several ofliees in the Grand Lodge,

among them that of Deputy Grand

Master, in 1859-60, always maintain

ing an interest in its doings and at

tending its meetings when able. He

was a charter member of Crawfords

ville (‘hapter, No. 40 and served as

its High Priest for several years. He

joined the Scottish Rite and held the

32° in that Body, and was a Knight

Templar, though not actively inter

ested in the last named organization.

We deem it a privilege to recall the

many virtues and noble qualities of

our Brother‘s character and we are

thankful for the services which he

was permitted to render as a citizen,

a soldier, and a Mason. May his

memory be cherished and his influence

be felt upon the hearts and lives of

his Brethren!

Annual Meetings of Masonic Grand

Bodies in Wisconsin.

The Grand Chapter of Royal Arch

Masons in Wisconsin convened in Kil

burn Hall, Milwaukee, on Tuesday,

February 19, 1895, and was opened in

ample form. Grand High Priest, F.

S. Hayhust. All of the Grand Oiii

cers, excepting one, were present.

Nine Past Grand High Priests attend

ed the Convocation. The Grand High

Priest delivered an address in which

he gave facts and figures to show the

prosperity which had attended the

Royal Craft during the past year. Dis

pensations had been granted authoriz

ing the formation of three new Chap

ters. Charters were granted by the

Grand Chapter to two of these bodies,

and in the third case the Dispensation

was continued for another year. The

election resulted in the election of

Sam l Wright, Milwaukee, to the ofllee

of Grand High Priest; J. Thomas

Pryor,Jr., Deputy Grand High Priest;

A. J. Wallace, Duland, Grand King;

Frank C. Jackson, West Superior,

Grand Scribe; David H. Wright, Mad

ison, Grand 'l‘reasurer; John W. Laf

liu, Milwaukee, Grand Secretary.

These, with the appointed officers,

were duly installed by the retiring

Grand High Priest.

The Grand Council of Royal and

Select Masters was in session in Mil

waukee on Wednesday, Feb. 20, 1895.

Twenty Councils were represented at

the meeting. Grand Master M L.

Youngs presided and delivered a

thoughtful address. He recommend

ed the striking from the registry of

all dormant Councils, and the Grand

, Council adopted the recommendation,

allowing, however, a period of grace

of sixty days, during which time,

perhaps, some of the delinquents may

show a revived existence. Bro. M. L.

Youngs was re-elected Grand Master,

and under his energetic direction much

of progress for the Cryptic Rite is

anticipated.

THE SOUTH.

Seventy-Seventh Annual Communi

cation of the Grand Lodge of Mis

sissippi.

The seventy-seventh annual com

munication of the Grand Lodge of
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Mississippi was held in West Point,

February 14 and 15, 1895. The Grand

Otilcers were chosen for the ensuing

year, the Grand Master being James

T. Harrison, of Columbus. 'l‘his ses

sion of the Grand Lodge was most

interesting, and it was largely at

tended, two hundred and twenty-five

Lodges being represented. Three new

Lodges were granted charters. The

charities were remembered by appro

priations of five hundred dollars to

the Natchez Protestant Orphan Asy

lum and to relieve individual cases of

need reported by the Subordinate

Lodges. The trustees of the Masonic

Wldows‘ and Orphans‘ Home pre

sented their report, in which it was

stated that their present investments

and cash amounted to 011,492 80,

which will be increased by about 81,

700.00 from the 20 cts per capita for

1894.

Tennessee Grand Lodge—Annual

Session.

Judging by reports in the local

papers the communication of the

Grand Lodge of Tennessee, held at

Nashville, on Tuesday and Wednes

day, Jan. 29 and 30, 1895, was alike

important and interesting. On the

evening of the first day’s session a

concert was given by the children of

the Home, and the pleasing entertain

ment served to attract new interest to

the beneficent institution. The Grand

Lodge made a direct appropriation of

83,500 to the Home, and commended

it to Subordinate Lodges as worthy

of their sympathy and support. Free

masonry ls prosperous in Tennessee.

Five new Lodges were constituted

during the year 1894. The election

of the officers resulted as follows:

Geo. H. Morgan, Cookoville, Grand

Master; N. S. Matloek, Kenton, Dep

uty Grand Master; A. N. Sloan, Chat

tanooga, Senior Grand Warden; W.

H. Bumpas, Nashville, Junior Grand

Warden; N. S. Woodward. Knoxville,

Grand Treasurer, and John B. Gar

rett, Nashville, Gr. Secretary. Judge

Morgan, the Grand Master, was nnan

lmously elected. lie is a prominent

lawyer, a worthy citizen, and a zeal

ous Craftsman.

SCOTLAND.

Quarterly Communication of Grand

Lodge.

On Thursday, February 7, 1895, the

Grand Lodge of Scotland was con

vened in Freemasons Hall, Edinburgh,

Past Grand Master Blythewood pre

siding l.n the absence, by reason of

Parliamentary duty, of Grand Master

Sir Charles Dairytnple. 'l‘he attend

ance was above the average, largely

due, says the Scottish Freemason, to the

fact that twenty candidates had been

put in nomination for the twelve va

cancies in Grand Committee. Some

of the old members were re-elected

and five new members were chosen.

The Grand Treasurer’s report made a

favorable showing of the financial

condition, the income of the past year

having been £4,564, and the expendi

ture only £2,224. The Grand Lodge

Fund amounts to £34,870. Charters

were granted for five new Lodges. A

letter from the Secretary of Foreign

Affairs, addressed to the Grand Mas

ter, referring to Freemasonry in

Japan was read. It was as follows:

“ The Earl of Kimberly has had under

his consideration your letter, in which

you forward a memorial frotn the

Freemasons of Yokohama explaining

that as the law of Japan forbids se

cret societies the Masonic body in that

country apprehend Interference with

their work, when under the provi

7
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slon of the treaty recently concluded

British subjects become amenable to

Japanese jurisdiction. 1 am directed

by his Lordship to state that the new

treaty will not come into force for at

least five years, by which time the

Japanese law quoted in the memorial

may be so modified as not to affect

meetings of Freemasons. When the

question becomes a practical one it

may possibly be desirable to make

friendly representations to the Japa

nese government us to the philan

thropic objects of Freemasonry; but

in Lord Klmberly's opinion it is not

advisable for Her Majesty‘s Govern

ment to take any steps at present for

endeavoring to obtain a modification

of the Japanese law. In any case it

is not a matter which could in his

Lordship’s view be properly uiade the

subject of a treaty stipulation." The

Grand Master was thanked for his dil

igence in the matter. The other busi

ness was routine.

ENGLAND.

Quarterly Communication of United

Grand Lodge.

The Quarterly Communication was

held at Freemasons’ Hall, London, on

Wednesday March 6, 1895. The at

tendance was large, many brethren

being present for the purpose of vot

ing for the election of Grand Treas

urer. There were three candidates

for the important office, and upwards

of two thousand brethren voted.

Brother William Mason Stiles was

elected. He is a Past Master of sev

eral prominent Lodges, has served

fourteen Stewardships for the Chari

ties and is a Vice Patron 0! the three

benevolent institutions sustained by

' troversy.

English Masons. He has served the

Craft faithfully. The matter of the

Cambrian Lodge was again considered

by the Grand Lodge, appeal being

presented against the conclusions or

the Colonial Board. After some dis

cussion Brother Lamonby withdrew

his appeal, thus ending, probably, the

long-continued Cambrian Lodge con~

His Royal Highness, the

Prince of Wales, was declared duly

elected as Grand Master for the ensu

ing year.

Annual Festival of the Royal Ma

sonic Benevolent Institution.

This important anniversary celebra

tion took place at Freennisons’ Tavern,

London, on Wednesday, February 27,

1895. Viseount Dungarvan, Provincial

Grand Master of Somersctshire, pre

sided. There was the usual large at

tendance of brethren and Indies. The

customary Masonic and philanthropic

toasts were announced and responded

to, in eloquent words, by distinguished

brethren. The important feature of

the occasion was the announcement

by Brother Ferry, Secretary of the

Institution, that the subscriptions ob

tained by the Board of Stewards was

£14,113—65. Of this muniflcent con

tribution, the Metropolis furnished

£7,220—Gs and the Provinces, £6,893.

The Festival, therefore, was a marked

success and the financial results re

flect credit on the Chairman of the

evening, Brother Dungarvan, Brother

Terry, the efilcient Secretary of the

Institution, the Board of Stewards,

and many other brethren who aided

in obtaining the large subscriptions.

The success of the Festival secures

the amount necessary for carrying

forward the benevvlent work of this

Institution during the coming year.
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R. W. Edwin Baker,

R. W. George M. Carpenter.

M. W. Edward L. Freeman,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. Acklt-y,

swaps:

assess

. William R. Greene,

. Henry W. Rugg.

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIO YEAR1894-95.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Elisha H. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Grand Master.

. Edward P. Lowden, N0. 10, Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

William H. Crawley, No. 3, Warren. Senior Grand Warden.

. Cyrus M. Van Slyck, No. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

. Darius B. Davis, N0. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

. Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

W. Milton Livsey, No. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

W Frederick G. Stiles, No. 37, Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

W. J Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Pheuix. Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

W. Arlhur H. Armington, No. 21, Providence, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

W. Charles B. Manchester, No 4. Providence, Fifth Dist. D G. Master.

ev. and W. Henry W. Rugg, D.D., No. 1, Providence, Grand Chaplain.

Albert H. Williams, No. 37, Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howard Walker, N0. 10, Pawtucket, Junior Grand Deacon.

. Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Senior Grand Steward.

Joseph M. Bates, No. 24, Central Falls, Junior Grand Steward.

Philip S. Chase, No. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

. William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Grand Sword Bearer.

. James E. Tillinghast, N0. 27, Providence, Grand Pursuivant.

. Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry C. Armstrong.

somth counasrosnancn.

W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

W. J. M. Addeman,

CHARTERS AND BY-LAWS.

R. W. George N. Bliss,

It. W. J. Howard Manchester.

ammo orarcaus‘ neronrs.

M. W. Newton D. Arnold,

M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman While,

W. W. H. Scott.
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS.

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunee.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITA'I‘ION, ETC.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawtucket;

Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Fullfl; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence;

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, N0. 31, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centredale; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alhan's Lodge, No. 6, Bristol; St.

Paul's Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. l6, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18. Greenville; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene ; Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wicki'ord; Harmony Lodge, No. 4, Pawtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11, East Greenwich ; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, N0. 13,

WOonsocket; St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge, No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdale ; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Ma

sonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington.

Friendship Lodge, No. 7. Chepachet; Mount Morinh Lodge, No. 8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22, Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence ; Nes

tell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Charles B. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, April, 1895.

[This list Is Intended to Include meetings In Rhode Island and the Immediate vicinity, other than

those held In Providence.

Atlantic. . . . . . . . ..

Barney Merry.. .

Charity. . . . . . . . .

Doric . . . . . . . . . . ..

Eureka - . . . . . . . . .

Friendship . . . . . ..

Franklin . . . . . . . . .

Granite . . . . . . ..

Hamilton. . ... ..

Harmony ... ..

Ilope . . . . . . . . . ..

Ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . . .

King Solomon's...

Manchester . . . . . ..

Mount Moriah . ..

Morning Star. . . .

Rising Sun. .....

Roger Williams...

St. Albun's. . . . .

St. John’s. . . . . . ..

St. Paul's . . . . ..

Temple. . . . . . . . . .

Union. . . . . . . . . .

Unity . . . . . . . . .

Warwick . . . . . . . . .

Washington... . .

Washington. ..

Aquidneck . . . . . ..

Franklin.Hope . . . . . . . . . ..

Landmark . . . . ..

Newport. ..

Pawtucket . . . . . ..

Temple. ..

Scituate .

Union . . . . . . . . . ..

We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others Interested In the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate "at for each month—1151103.]

LODGES.

No. 31...'..New Shoreharn. . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday evening. 6.

N0. 29. .. Pawtucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 22.

N0 23. . ...Hope Valley. . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thureday " 4.

No 38. ...Auburn... . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday " 10.

No. 22.. . . .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 9.

No. 7.....Chepachet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Salurday “ 6

No 20.....Westerly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tuesday “ 9.

N0 26. .. Harrisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturdny " 13.

N015. ..Clayville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 6.

No 9, ...Pawtuxet . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 9.

N0 25. ..Wakeficid . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday. “ 3.

N0 28. ..Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 5.

No, 24. . . . .Central Falls. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 15.

No. 1|.....East Greenwich . . . . . . . . . ..1‘uesday " 9.

No. 12.. ...Anthony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday " 5.

No. 8.....Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 5.

No 13 .. . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 4

N0 30.... East Providence. . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 26.

No 32. ...Centredale . . . . . . . . . . ..Snturtiay “ 6.

No. 6 . Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday " 3

No. 1.....Newp0rt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....Monday “ 8.

No 14.... Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mnnduy “ 15.

N0 18. .. Greenvilie. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday " 13.

No. 10 ....Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 3.

N0. 34. .. Lonstiaie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesdny “ 9.

N0 16. .. Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 4.

N0. 3.. . Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tnesday “ 9.

No. 5.....Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monduy “ 8.

ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS.

No. 9.....Portsmnuth . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday evening. 1.

No. 7. ...Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 10.

N0. 6. ...Bristoi.. . . . . ..Monday " 1.

No 10 ....Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 12.

No. 2.....Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 30.

N0. 4. ...Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesdny “ 10.

N0. 3. ...Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesduy “ 10.

N0. 8. ...Scituate . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday " 13v

No. 5. ..Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 8.
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Dehlois.. . . . . . ..Nfl. 5.....Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'I‘uesday evening, —.

Pawtucket . . . . . ..No. 2. .. . Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 1.

Webb. . .....No 3.....Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'1‘uesday “ 23.

Woonsocket. ....No. 4. . . . . Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . ..'1‘uesday " 16.

COMMANDERIES

Bristol . . . . . . . . . . .. No. 29. .. North Attlehom. Muss..Friday evening, 5.

Godfrey dc Bouillon..No. 25... . .Fall River, Mass. ..,. . ..Momlay “ 15.

Holy Sepulchre . . . . ..No. 8. .. inlucket . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 19.

Narragansett . . . . . . . ..No. 27.....Westerly...... .. .. .Monduy “ 8.

Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . “No. 16 .. . New Bedford, Mass .. Thursday “ 4.

Woonsockct. . . . . . . ..No 24. .. Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 9.

Milford , . . . . . . . ......N0. 11.....Milf0rd . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mond:1y “ 22

BCOTTIBB RITE BODIES.

Van Renseluer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . .. Tuesday evening, 9.

Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR APRIL. 1895.

St. John‘s Lodge, No. 1, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday evening, 17

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 4.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday “ 5.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tueaday “ 9.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday " 8.

Orpheus Lodge, No. 36 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . _ . . . Wednesday " 10.

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 9.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, N0. 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 18.

Providence Council, Crvptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday “ 12.

St. John‘s Commandery. No. 1 . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . ..Mon(lny “ 1.

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " 2.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 24.

Grand Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday ' " 9.

Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " 2.
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lghode Island and Uioiniig.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local Interest will appear

' Secretaries and other uflicern of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren. are invited and urged 10

furnish material {or this department. Reports. noticesI elc., received by the Editor not later than

the 20m ofuny month will find place in the issue 0! the month out following. the dale of publica.

tion being the first of each month.|

'l‘ns NINETY-SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION or Tm: GRAND CHAPTER or

RHODE ISLAND, held in Freemasons” Hall, Providence, on Tuesday, March 12,

1895, was well attended. Grand High Priest M. E. Companion Albert 1..

Anthony presided and gave a careful and prompt direction to the business of

the session. He delivered a thoughtful and well considered address con

taining several important recommendations, as also a succinct and interesting

report of his official acts during the year that he held the oflice of Grand High

Priest. His address and his official action were commended by the Com

mittee which reported on the same, and the approval of the Grand Chapter

was signified by a unanimous vote. 'l‘wo proposed amendments to the consti

tlon were discussed and passed upon adversely. Memorial papers were read

paying a tribute of respect to three departed members who have been justly

prominent in the jurisdiction, viz: M. E. Samuel 0. Stiness, Past Grand High

Priest; R. E. William Gilpin, Past Grand King; and R. E. Dwight R. Adams,

Past Grand Scribe. 'l‘he oflicers of the past year were all called to another

year 01' service in their respective positions. Among the visiting Companions

were M. E. Frederick E. Barnes, P. G. High Priest of the Grand Chapter of

New York; R. E. Geo. E. W. Stivers, Deputy Grand High Priest, and R. E.

John W. Palmer Grand Captain 0! the Host, of the same Grand Chapter. The

presence and words oi! these distinguished Craftsmen were most welcome. At

the close of the proceedings an excellent dinner was served and a delightful

social hour followed.

WE HAVE BUT JUST NOW learned of the dealh of Bro. Nathan H. Gonld,

formerly a resident of Rhode Island and actively connected with Masonic

interests in this jurisdiction. He was born in Newport, R. 1., April 23, 1817.

He removed to Texas in 1876. He died at San Antonio in that State February

14, 1895, having nearly completed his seventy-seventh year. Bro. Gould's

Masonic career extended over a period of about fifty years. He had taken the

various steps in Freemasonry both in the York and Scottish Rites; he had at

tained the 33°, being thus honored mm in the Northern jurisdiction and the

Southern jurisdiction, while in 'l‘emplary he had also gained official promi

nence. He was Grand High Priest of the Grand Chapter of Rhode Island in

1863. The Editor of the Texas Frecmason, referring to the death of Bro_

Gould, says: "We had the honor of his personal friendship, which we valued

beyond estimation regarding him both as a citizen and a Mason."

SIR HERBERT F. Mouse, EMINENT GRAND JUNIOR \VARDEN, made a visit

of inspection to Holy Sepulchre Commandery, sir Charles E. Harrison,

Eminent Commander, on Friday evening, March 15. 1895. Notwithstanding

the inclemency ot the evening there was a good attendance of the officers and

members of the Counnandery, besides many visitors. Sir Knight Morse, who

was supported by a numerous suite of prominent members 0! the Order, dis
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charged the duties of an inspecting officer with great carefulness and courtesy.

He expressed his commendation ln'well chosen words. At the close of the

formal exercises a banquet was served followed by several brief addresses ap

propriate t0 the occasion. Among the Eminent Sir Knights who responded

at the tables to the call of Commander Harrison were Past Grand Commander,

Hon. E. L. Freeman, and General Wm H. Walker, Grand Generalisimo, both

of them members of H0ly Sephulchre Commandery. The Annual Visitation

proved to be a most enjoyable occasion to those who were the hosts, as well

as to those who were visitors and guests. The Commandery has a member

ship of about 250 Knighls, and included in the number are many of the repre

sentative men of Pawtucket and the vicinity.

'l‘nn EIGHTY-SIXTH ANNUAL CONVOCATION 0r NEWPORT CHAPTER, No. 2.

R. A. M., was held February 26th ult. R. E. George F. Crandall presided at

the election and installed the officers. The following officers were elected:

Andrew J. DeBlois, H. P.; Joseph Gibson, 2d, K.; Robert Hail-e, 8.; David

M. Coggeshall, 'l‘reasurcr; Ara Hildreth, See‘y; Allen C. Griffith, C. of H.;

Charles A. Gillen, P. E; William F. Denman, R. A. 0.; Harry M. Spooner,

M. 3d V.; Byron H. Hooper, M. 2d V.; Harry L. Burbridge, M. lst V.; J.

Goltliel) Spingler, Tyler.

DnBtors COUNCIL, No. 5, R. & S. M., held its Annual Assembly on the 12th

instant. The Iollowlng officers were elected: William Carry, 'l‘. Ill. M.;

Allen C. Griffith, D. M.; Charles A. Gillen, P. C. of W.; Joseph Haire, 'l'reas

urer; Ara Hildreth, Recorder; Adam Hempseed, C. of G.; William Schwarz,

C. of C.; James H. Comstock. Steward; J. Gottlleb Spingler, Sentinel. P. '1‘.

III. William Hamilton presided at the election and installed the officers.

[chrome]

Grandliiftugal érolt (Simpler of Rhode Island.

OFFICE OF THE GRAND RECORDER.

PROVIDENCE, March lll, 1895.

At the Ninetyseventh Annual Convocation, held Tuesdav. March 12, 1895‘

in Freemasons’ Hall, the foll0wing officers were elected for the ensuing year,

viz: Ms. Albert L. Anthony, Grand High Priest; R.'. Caleb L

Knight, Deputy Grand High Priest; R.-. E-. George F. (Trandall, Grand

King; R.-. John F. Oldham. Grand Scribe; Rn. Amasa U. 'l‘ourtellot,

Grand 'l‘reasnrer; Rs. William H. Greene, Grand Secretary;Rev. Henry W. Rugg. Grand Chaplain; Horace S. Richardson, Grand

Lecturer; Arthur H. Armington, Grand (Taptain of the Host; Fay

ette B. Bennett, Grand Principal Sojourner; Thomas M. Holden, Grand

Royal Arch Captain; Jonathan Allensnn, Grand Master 3d Veil;William J. Bradford, Grand Master 2d Veil; George W. Pettis, Grand

Master lst Veil; Willard A. Esten. Grand Senior Steward; Linus A.

Webster, Grand Junior Steward; Edwin Baker, Grand Musical Director;

Leander M. Walling, Grand Tyler.

Interesting memorials of deceased members were read and will be published

with the Proceedings, which will be issued at an early date.

Attesili

WM. R. GREENE,

Grand Secretary.
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A wide expanse of sky and sea,

A tiny open boat,—

Grnyness above, around. below,

As silently 1 float.

Unbroken stillness broods o‘er all,

Even the gulls have flown,

With not the smallest sail in sight,

And I feel so alone.

I cannot hear the solitude,—

My heart is filled with doubt

When in the deep, far-reaching dome

The friendly stars shine out.

And now I feel no more alone.

Upon the restless sea,

'l‘hose loving stars are keeping guard,

And watching over me.

How often on the sea of life

There comes a breathless calm !

Drifting alone neath solemn skies,

We feel a. vague alarm.

But, when the silence and the dark

We can no longer bear.

God always sends some ray of light

'l‘o tell us of his care.

-Selected.
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Freemasonry in the Continental giving.

 

,' .1 during the early days of the Revolutionary struggle, can

_ --.—all scarcely be overestimated ; uniting together into one fraternal

bond of union, men and minds, with different interests and ambitions,

from different sections of the country, oftentimes of nationalities so

far removed that even the language of one was not understood by his

neighbor, such was one of the labora of the craft, and which proved of

the greatest importance to the patriot cause and its commander, during

the darkest days of peril and trial.

The question has been frequently asked, when and by whom was

Freemasonry first introduced into the patriot army? The answer

usually given, is that the honor belongs to the “American Union

Lodge,” warranted February 15,1776, by Colonel Richard Gridley,

deputy grand master of Massachusetts, who issued the warrant or dis

pensation to a number of brethren in the Connecticut line, who were

then encamped at Roxbury:

“ To hold a Lodge in their camp, or wherever their body should remove 0n

the contlnent of America, provided it was where no other grand master held

authority.”

From authentic Masonic records, we find that a warrant was also

granted July 24_, 1775, by the Masonic authorities of New York, for a

Military Lodge, to be known as “St. John’s Regimental Lodge.”

However, this warrant was granted “ for use within the bounds of the

province only," and it is said that this Lodge was never with the Con

tinental army, except during the short campaign in New York in the

summer of 1776.

Others, again. have advanced the claims of a Military Lodge work

ing under the broad warrant of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania,

without, however, producing any documentary evidence in support of

their claim.

In the present paper we shall again advance Pennsylvania’s claim,

strengthened by certain nncontrovertible facts and documentary proof

never before published.

That American Union Lodge at an early period of the Revolutionary

struggle was an active Masonic organization, we do not wish to dis

pute, in fact it was an outgrowth of the Continental army, which was

intended to accompany it wherever ordered. However, as auspicious

as was its start, yet six months had hardly elapsed when it received a
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blow as an organization from which it wee-unable to rally for along

time. '

The stated meetitig which was held August 15. 1776, was destined

to be the last regular meeting for a long time. The cause for this in

definite suspension was the disastrous battle of Long Island, which

was fought and lost August 27, 1776, within less than two weeks after

the regular meeting ab0ve mentioned. In this engagement the brethren

of American Union Lodge proved their courage and devotion to their

country’s liberty. A number were killed and wounded, while others

less fortunate were captured and kept as prisoners in the hulks of the

British, until they died a slow and lingering death; among the latter

was Brother Joel Clark, the worshipful master of the Lodge.

The New England brethren, however, were not alone on this event

ful day; as a matter of fact, there was a Masonic Lodge far older than

its Continental sister, connected with the Pennsylvania troops from the

very earliest period of their formation into an organized body. or one

might say that every member of the Lodge was connected with the

Pennsylvania Corps, which was among the first who hurried forward

for the defense of New York, in the early days of the memorable

struggle for independence.

In the disastrous engagement which followed, no soldiers fought

more valiantly than the Pennsylvania brethren. The W. M. Brother

Patrick Anderson, senior captain of Colonel Samuel John Atlec’s Bat

talion of Musketry. was in the hottest of the fray, and Lieutenant

Colonel Brother Caleb Parry, the first Pennsylvanian of distinction to

lose his life in the Revolutionary War. was shot down by his side while

they were bravely rallying their men for a final stand. The brave cap

tain though an old man, verging on the sixties, only escaped capture

by being forced olf of the field by his friends at the last moment. Im

mediately after the defeat, the command of the Battalion devolved

upon Brother Anderson. Of the 397 officers and men who had gone

into action. not 200 remained fit for duty, and many of the latter were

without arms or accoutrements.

Even if we grant to the brethren of American Union Lodge the honor

of being the first. regular Military Lodge to dispense Masonic light and

charity in the Continental army as an organization, it does not alter

the fact that they did not recover from the blow received at the battle

of Long Island for a long time afterwards, nor did they attempt to re

organize or hold any meeting, so far as we know, for a considerable

length of time, one may even go so far as to say until the critical

period of the struggle had passed.
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I herewith give evidence. more tangible than mere traditions which

establishes Pennsylvania’s claim to the honor of having been in the

lead, if not actually the first colony, under whose jurisdiction Masonic

light was dispensed in the patriot army during the dawn of the Revolu

tion.

This evidence is a document which was discovered through the

merest accident by the writer. It is an attested copy of a warrant

granted June 24, 1766, by the Provincial Grand Lodge of Pennsyl

vania, and constitutes or names:

Brother P. M. Patrick Anderson, worshipfnl master.

Brother Myrick Davis, senior warden.

Brother Joseph Richardson, junior warden.

We Will here take a glance backward, which will bring out in still

stronger relief the patriotism of our early brethren. As early as 1730

several lodges of Freemasons had been erected in the province“ and

after the appointment of Daniel Coxe, of New Jersey, as Provincial

Grand Master of New York, New Jersey and Pennsylvania, by the

grand master, the Duke of Norfolk (this deputation is still on record

in Freemason’s Hall, London), it was not long before a Grand Lodge

was established—the first in America. I

Quoting from Franklin’s Journal:

“PHILADELPHIA, June 26, 1732.

“Saturday last, being St. John‘s Day, a Grand Lodge of the Ancient and

Honourable Society of Free and Accepted Maseus, was held at the Sun (Inn)

Tavern, in Water street, when after a handsome entertainment, the worship

full, W. Allen, Esq., was unanimously chosen Grand Master of this Province,

for the year ensuing; who was pleased to appoint Mr. William Pringle, Dep

uty Master. Wardens chosen for the ensuing year were. 'l‘horuas Boude and

Benjamin Frauklin."f

From now on Masonry flourished in Pennsylvania and took strong

root among the better classes in the province. Most of the members

were men of aristocratic tendencies, and almost without exception

members of the Church of England. When the political troubles com

menced about 1755-65, Brother William Allen, Chief Justice of Penn

,sylvania, was the provincial grand master, while other dignitaries also

held various government positions. In view of these facts it is not

strange that with a few exceptions nearly all the leading members of

this branch of the fraternity—then known as “Moderns”—-should

have been strong loyalists, with whom the outspoken agitation against

the Mother Country found but little sympathy.

'I'ennoylvania Gentle, No. 108, Thursday, December 3 ~Tuesday, December 8, 1780.

TPmnoylvania Gazette, No. 187, from Monday, June 19, to Monday, June 26, 1182,
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Many of the brethren on the floor, among whom were not a few offi

cers. W. M. Patrick Anderson among the number, however, leaned

towards the patriotic side, and being thus sharply divided, in political

sentiment, a second Grand Lodge was proposed, which was duly war

ranted by the Grand Lodge of England according to the old constitu

tions (self-styled the “ Ancients,” but who were really the seceders),

January 20, 1764, whereby Grand Master Thomas Erskine, the Earl

of Kellie, appointed Brother William Ball, provincial grand master of

Pennsylvania.

With the formation of this second Grand Lodge the earliest Grand

Lodge gradually declined, so that at the outbreak of the Revolution it

was practically extinct, with its Grand Master William Allen a fugitive.

It was from this second, or we may say Patriot Grand Lodge, that

the Chester County, Pa. patriots, June 24, 1766, obtained their war

rant, but a little over a year after the organization; Brother P. M.

Patrick Anderson being one of those who left the old organization for

political reasons.

The warrant sets forth :

“ Now we the Grand Lodge held at Philadelphia, together with the consent

of all the regular Lodges under our constitution, and by virtue of the above

warrant do hereby nominate, constitute and appolnt, our dearly beloved

brother, Patrick Anderson, Master of Lodge S, to he held in Philadelphia

County, in the province of Pennsylvania. our trusty and well-beloved brother

Myriek Davis, Senior Warden, our trusty and well-beloved brother Joseph

Richardson, Junior Warden. with full power to hold their Lodge in the prov

ince and County aforesaid."

It is a curious fact that both St. John’s Regimental Lodge of New

York as well as American Union Lodge, owed fealty to the so-called

“Model-as," while the Pennsylvania Lodge derived its charter from

the “ Ancients,” or Patriotic Grand Lodge.

The place designated as the meeting place of the new Lodge, was

the upper end of Philadelphia county (now Montgomery county). Pa,

near the Schuylkill river, which roving commission according to the

custom of that time, included a limit of five miles beyond the borders

of their bailiwick, and consequently included a good slice of Chester

county, within which was the home of Brother Patrick Anderson.

Of the meetings of this Lodge during the encampment of Valley

Forge. we have only traditions, but there is a strong probability that

it was the brethren of this Lodge who played so important a part in

sustaining Brother General Washington against the plotters and con

spirators of the Conway Cabal.
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By a comparison of the list of members with the official records, it

will be seen that many, if not a majority, of the brethren of Lodge No.

8 were in active service in some capacity at Valley Forge.

Local traditions tell us that at regular intervals on certain nights,

after the echo of the evening gun had ceased to reverberatc through

the ravines of Valley Forge, a number of officers of the Pennsylvania

troops might be seen wending their way from their quarters on the

hillside towards a. plain two-story farmhouse, but a short distance

south of their camp and not far from the house used by General An

thony Wayne as headquarters and by his military family, consisting of

Colonel Thomas Robinson and Major Benjamin Fishbonrne and Ryan.

It has been further stated that on more than one occasion even the

then proscribed Tory, Rev. William Smith, D. D., provost of the Uni~

versity of Pennsylvania, was seen riding from the direction of Swede

ford towards the Lodge, attended at such time by an escort commanded

by Captain Rudolph, as far as Anthony Moore’s at the cross roads now

known as New Centreville, where, during the encampment the outpost

known as the “Stone Chimney Picket,” near where the Sons of the

Revolution have erected a substantial monument was stationed; this

post was but a short distance from the above-mentioned farmhouse;

also that on such evenings Washington or some members of his mili

tary family were apt to be present.

These proceedings re-OCcurring at frequent intervals together with

subsequent events, caused considerable comment and gossip among the

inhabitants, who still remained in their valley homes.

This house, the centre of so much speculation, was on the road from

Centreville to Port Kennedy, and with its low ceilings, quaint dormers,

heavy walls and recessed doors is still one of the best specimens of the

comfortable farmhouse of the latter part of the eighteenth century re

maining in the valley.

At the time of the encampment, the walls were of pointed stone, :1

flying porch extended along the whole south front, the floor below be

ing paved with large stone slabs, while a large pump directly in front

of the porch supplied both house and cattle with water. The house

also served, for a short time, as the headquarters for Generals Poor

and Pulaski.

The erection of a permanent gibhet in the vicinity by the military

authorities, followed by the execution of several captured spies, natur

ally had its effect on the people, and set Dame Rumor agoing with in

creased vigor. The ignorant and simple-minded at once saw a connec
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tion between these meetings and the gallows. with its ghastly occupants,

so the house soon became shunned by young and old.

The cause of all this mystery was nothing more or less than the

regular meetings of the brethren of the “ Pennsylvania Lodge,” as it

was called. working under a warrant granted them by the R. W. Pro

vincial Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania.

Of the work done or labor performed by this Lodge, we unfortu

nately have no records. Still the writer would not be surprised if the

old records and minutes of the brethren ol' the " Pennsylvania Lodge,”

as it was commonly called, should ome day turn up.

It is, however, a matter of fact that the Lodge continued in exist

ence until the end of the war; further, that wherever the Pennsylvania

brigade was called or stationed, the warrant no doubt was unfolded. a

Masonic altar erected and the Pennsylvania Lodge opened in due and

ancient form. and many a worthy soldier candidate brought to true

Masonic light within its portals. Wherever the Pennsylvania line was,

there also was the Military Lodge with its altar of Freemasonry.

The first definite record relating to the Revolutionary period which

has come down to us appears to be the proceedings of the Grand

Lodge, held in Philadelphia. July 29, A. L. 5779 (1779), at which

meeting Colonel John Bull, who was then worshipful master of the

Lodge, personally made an application to the Grand Lodge, “ setting

forth the inconveniences which they labor under by means of the late

and present exigencies of the times, and requested advice and instruc

tions how to proceed.” At the next meeting of the Grand Lodge the

Lodge was represented by Brother John Davis, the senior warden.

January 13, A. L. 5780, an emergency Lodge was called. when the

propriety was considered of the necessity of appointing a grand master

over all the Grand Lodges formed in these United States, as the corre

spondence which the rules of Masonry require cannot be carried on

with the Grand Lodge in London, under whose jurisdiction the Grand

Lodge in these States were originally constituted. The ballot was put

upon the question:

“ Whether it be for the benefit of MaSom-y that a grand master of Masons

throughout the United States shall be now nominated on the part of this

Grand Lodge. and it was unanimously determined in the affirmative."

“ Nominations now being in order, the delegate of Lodge 8 (whose name has

unfortunately not come down to us) named Brother General George Washing

ton for grand master of the United States. Sundry other respectable brethren

were also put in nomination; it was then moved that the ballot be put for

them separately, and his excelleucy, George Washington, Esq., general and

commander-in-chiet of the armies of the United States, being first in nomina
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tion, he was balloted for accordingly as grand master and elected by the

unanimous vote of the whole Lodge.“

“It was thereupon “Resolved, That the masters of the four Lodges, to

gether with the grand secretary, be a committee to inform themselves of the

number of Grand Lodges in America and the names of their officers, and to

prepare the circular letters to be sent them, as described in above, with all

expedition.‘ ”

This attempt to elect a general grand master for the United States

failed. as have all subsequent attempts looking to the same end.

As most of the members of Lodge No. 8 were in the military service

of their country, and away with the army, the meetings of the Lodge

were not held with regularity within the circumscribed bounds men

tioned in their warrants.

This state of affairs induced a number of brethren along the Schuyl

kill and the highways leading from Philadelphia to Reading, to petition

the R. W. Grand Lodge for a charter to hold a Lodge within the terri

tory of Lodge No. 8. The outcome of this was that at the quarterly

communication, held March 26. 1781, following report was made:

“ In conformity with a delegation to us, made by the R. W. Grand Lodge at

the last quarterly communication, to inquire into the necessity and propriety

of granting a new warrant in this county, in the vicinity of No. 8, after hav

ing made the strictest inquiry in the presence, as well as of the applicants as

of the master of No. 8, and being informed on the one hand that the institu

tion of a new Lodge would be extremely beneficial to Masonry, and on the

other hand that it would be by no means detrimental to Lodge 8, or interfere

with the duties and business thereof, are clearly of the opinion a new warrant

ought to be granted to the applicants.

“ Signed by ALEXANDER Rc'rnem-‘oan, D. G. M.

“ JACOB BANKSON, S. G. W.

“ MATTHEW Wm'ranmu, J. G. W.”

The report goes on to state that

“the Grand Lodge, taking above report into consideration, ordered the war

rant to be No. 31, and to be made out, which was done accordingly.”

This was what was known as a “Traveling Warrant ;” the location

mentioned was “ Wentz’s Tavern,” in Philadelphia county, Pa. This

locality is now known as Pottstown; the officers named were John

Church, master; J. A. Aull, senior warden; John Wentz, junior

warden. _

After this episode, Lodge No. 8 does not seem to have been repre

sented in the Grand Body until June 17. 1784; then again December

20,1784, March 27, 1786, November 10, 1788, August 16, 1790, at
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which meeting the representative of the Lodge moved and voted to

make the meeting house of the “ free” or “fighting” Quakers at the

southwest corner of Fifth and Arch streets, the meeting place for the

Grand Lodge. The resolution was lost. This seems to have been the

last representation of Lodge No. 8 in the Grand Lodge. A curious

part of this latter circumstance is that the old Lodge had ceased to

exist for a year previous to this meeting, as appended to the copy of

the original warrant is the following list of members and endorsement:

Lodge held at Norristown, January 26, 1789. Warrant rcehrded July 24, 1789.

John Davis, Master. Joseph Price.

Ilenry Pawling, S. W. John Rutter (East Indies).

Anthony Crothers, J. W. Benjamin Rittenhouse.

James Morris, Treasurer. Thomas Craig.

Samuel Baird, S. D. Joshua Bean.

Charles Jolley, J. D. Samuel Jago.

John Cadwallader, Secretary. William Richardson Atlee.

Patrick Anderson, P. M. John Hannum.

John Bull (in Virginia). John Anderson.

Pcrsifor Frazer. Joseph Walker.

David Thomas. Henry Hockley.

Cromwell Pearce. John Pawling, Jr.

Jesse Roberts. Abel Morgan.

Maybury Jolley (in South Carolina). Llewellin Young.

Robert Shannon. John Richards.

Isaac Thomas. Davis Kerlin.

Nathan Pawling. Thomas Ross.

(Endorsed) “ This Lodge has ceased.”

(Signed) Jorm DAVIS, Master.

(Attest) Jonn CADWALLADER, Secretary.

By looking over this list of Masonic brethren, the student of Ma

sonic, as well as local history, will recognize names of national reputa

tion, who were an honor to their country as well as to the Craft, and

when the venerable Lodge was forced to close, by the scattering of the

members and circumstances brought about by the new order of affairs

since the close of the Revolution, it is not to be assumed for a moment

that these brethren became lukewarm to their Masonic duties. A

glance at the Masonic records will show the significant fact that the

same page which records the last official act of Lodge No. 8, also re

cords the genesis of Lodge No. 50 under the jurisdiction of Pennsyl

vania, which was warranted to meet at the “ Sign of the White Horse,”

in the Chester Valley, with Brothers P. M. John Davis, Persifor Frazer,

Cromwell Pearce and Jesse Roberts among the charter members.—

Julius F. Sacite in the American Historical Register, March, 1895.

2
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The Honors of Uft'icial 1Tnsitions.

- \ HERE was a time, and it is within the memory of many living

' Masons, when to be a Grand Master of Masons was regarded

as the highest honor that could be conferred upon one who

was so fortunate as to be selected for that high distinction among his

fellows. This distinguished honor then came unsought, in recognition

of the highest attainments in the esoteric work of Masonry, and recog

nized ability to become the managing head in the government of the

great brotherhood of Free and Accepted Masons. There was then no

clectionecring for office, nor solicitations for an appointment leading

up to an election that would place the aspirant in the line of promotion

and so secure this most exalted station. The brother honored with

an appointment or election to office was usually the most surprised in

dividual in the Grand Body, and often reluctantly accepted the honor

thus conferred on him, or positively declined it, from' an instinctive

idea that he did not possess the requisite qualifications to discharge the

duties thus imposed on him. Under such conditions, when a Grand

Master had served the full term for which he was elected, and had

proved an eminent fitness for that most responsible station, he was con

tinued there for two more terms, and until the brethren were fully satis

fied that another could be elected to succeed him who was worthy and

well qualified to govern the Craft. A Grand Master in those days

might well feel that the highest honors in Masonry were his to enjoy.

We have no doubt the reader has already anticipated the thought up

' permost in our mind, that there has been a lessening in the honor,

dignity and importance of the office of Grand Master. In the multi

plicity of fraternal orders, all more or less fashioned after the plan of

Masonry, many Masons connected with them and interested in their

work have apparently become so strongly imbued with their methods

and ways of doing business that they sometimes forget that Masonry

is established on an entirely different platform, and is controlled by a

system of laws peculiar to itself. Instead of waiting for a recognition

of their fitness for ofiicial position, as was the case in years gone by.

they not only seek office, but are frequently found electioneering for

themselves for official positions. In this way brethren very poorly

qualified to become the chief officer sometimes secure a place in line,

and their promotion thereafter is almost sure to follow, until the high

est honors are attained. This unmasonic method of securing office has

been carried to such extent in some jurisdictions, that Grand Lodges
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have been compelled to legislate against it, even to the disfranchise

ment of those so ofl’ending. Political methods have detracted from

the high honors once connected with the office of Grand Master of

Masons, by creating a road to them not based on actual merit.

Of course what we have said concerning the office of Grand Master

applies with equal force to the first officer in all Masonic bodies. There

is not the same importance attached to securing the right man for the

place that existed in the earlier days of Masonry, when the office

sought the man and not the man the office. A lawful ambition for the

highest honors in Masonry is not only all right but praiseworthy, but

it should be shown by an exhibition of those qualities that will grace

the position, and not by electioneering for it. The Mason who resorts

to political methods to secure official position should receive no en

couragement from those who desires to maintain the time-honored

institution according to ancient usage and land-marks._Masonic

Advocate.

The Shadow fitasoa.

benefits of Masonry on the part of some men,~who simply

grasp at the shadow of Masonic philosophy, and care nothing

for the substance. There is not a Lodge, Chapter, Commandery or

Consistory that has not its quota of these Shadow Masons. They sim

ply connect themselves with the institution that they may be named as

Masons, and as such have a place in society, where to be known as a

Craftsman carries with it a certain amount of social strength. It re

minds us forcibly of that condition of things spoken of by Isaiah, when

seven women shall take hold upon one man, and at their own expense,

only asking to take his name, that the approach of single-blessedness

may be removed from them. (Isaiah 4 :1.) This class is represented

by Shadow Masons, who only asked to be called by the name of the

Craft. They promise faithfully not to intrude their presence upon the

Craft while at their work. They only ask to be considered ornamental,

the usefulness has not entered into their calculations. It is to be re

gretted that this element in Freemasonry is usually to be found located

among professional men. Ministers, doctors and lawyers can be found

in every locality, many of whom never put in a second appearance in

the Masonic body they joined, after having received their degrees. At

 

I
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the first glance such a fact—for fact it is—would seem to be strong evi

dence that Freemasonry was a very flimsy and foolish affair, that had

failed to interest such men as Rev. Joel Poundtext, Squire Lexicon, or

Dr. Gangebint to the fact of indifference of such men as a reason for_

decrying of the whole system of Freemasonry. It is to be regretted

that a negative evidence is thus affordedv detrimental to the Craft, and

were the re ason for the absence of such men from the Lodge in which

they have membership founded upon an intelligent verdict on their part

antagonistic to Freemasonry, we might honor any such thing, if only in

respect to the judgment of the men. But this is not the case. They

never intended to do more than pay the fees and receive the degrees.

They attached Masonry to their lives on the same principle that they

attach a hook to the wall to hang a hat on. They merely wanted the

name of Mason, without the labor connecte d with the same. They re

peated each obligation in a poll parrot style, and with no care or intel

ligent appreciation of either language or meaning, and had that obliga

tion asked them to kill, burn and destroy indiscriminately, they would

have repeated it just the same. In short, the whole ritual was to these

merely perfunctory, and had to be gone through with in order to legal

ize their right to be called Masons. They only ask for the name, the

mere shadow, and all else was secondary. We are glad to believe that

this class here presented is comparatively few in number; but still they

exist, and hence this writing. We like the good old law of Vermont

Masonry that made absence for three consecutive regulars from a Lodge a

matter of Masonic discipline, and it should be universally enforced. It is

frequently a subject of surprise, on some special Masonic event, to find

one or more of these Shadow Masons present, but the surprise con

sists in your finding out that he is a Mason. You never before knew

it, and as a general thing you are agreeably gratified to find that such

a distinguished gentleman belongs to Ithe ancient and honorable Fra

ternity. And right in this fact rests the reason for the presence of the

Shadow Mason in the institution. To secure the membership of some

man prominent in “law, physics or divinity,” a foolish and totally

nn-Masonic method is frequently pursued, viz., that of seeking them.

There are ways in which the fact of “ undue solicitation ” can be and

is avoided, and the information is surreptitiously conveyed to the party

sought after that he would be made welcome in some certain ambitious

Lodge. The result is that the bait takes, and said Lodge has the honor

of enrolling the “ prominent” individual. But sometimes this does

not work smoothly, and a “ dark sphere ” is found in the ballot-box.

Then the horror of the moment! Then the extraordinary efforts made
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to remove the cl0ud ! Then the appeals in favor of the candidate, and

the disgrace attached to the Lodge (?) by his rejection ! Well, brethren,

we have seen it, and we can rejoice that Masonry has plenty of faith

f_ul workers, who, even when thus handicapped by the “ superfluous,”

can carry the burden, even though the Shadow Mason be a useless

weight—American Tyler.

The Q nudlg Heritage.

Oh, what a goodly heritage

The Lord to us has given!

How blest the Brotherhood that pledge

Their Mason-Vows to heaven!

We sing the mystic chain that binds

These western realms in one;

Such loving hearts, such liberal minds,

No other land has known.

Ten thousand lights in Mason halls

Are. gleaming on our eyes;

Ten thousand emblems on the walls

Tell whence the gleaming is;

And when the portals ope to pass

The humble seeker in,

The voice of prayer pervades the place,

And proves the light Divine!

On every hill our Brothers lie,

And green sprigs deck the knoll;

'l‘heir fall brought sorrow to the eye,

But triumph to the soul;

Our orphan sings in many a home,

Our widows“ hearts are glad,

And Mason light dispels the gloom

And comfort finds the sad.

Thus link in link. from shore. to shore,

The mystic chain is wound;

0h, blended thus forever more,

Be Mason spirit found!

And while the heavens, on pillars sure,

0! Strength and Wisdom stand,

May Brotherhood like ours endure,

Where Strength and Wisdom blend!

—-RoI:. Morris.
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needful Qualifications.

' } PPLICANTS for admission into the Fraternity are made up of
H three classes; the motives are as various as the idiosyncrasies

themselves, but they must be classified as follows: Proper.

improper and neutral. There may be degrees from the highest to the

lowest, but as classes they are sufficiently distinct. Whatever the social

standing, rank. wealth or intelligence may be which the candidate brings

with him, his motives will be found in one of the separate divisions

above named.

The stone for the use of the builders. or the description of the can

didate, to whom alone admission should be given, is such a one who

possesses the proper qualifications—one who has been duly and truly

prepared by the discipline of his life in his heart and mind. He must

be one to whom as clear an idea as to the aims and purposes of the

Fraternity has come as is possible to one who has not been initiated

into our secret rights and mysteries. This he may obtain from our

Masonic magazines, and from the general tone of Masonic operations

in society; and having obtained this information, the objects and aims

of Freemasonry must have approved themselves to his reason, and he

must have discovered within himself a certain fitness for associating

with the Masonic institution, and therefore disposed to conform his life

and actions to its principles. In fact, he must be a man, than which

no higher distinction can be conferred.

His habits should be characterized by temperance—not given to any

excesses calculated to injure himself or family.

He must also have fortitude, to withstand every form of temptation,

and capable of resisting every allurement which may be held out to him

to prove recreant to the cause which he desires to espouse.

He must possess prudence, to keep his tongue under strict control at

all times and under all circumstances.

He must also be a lover of justice, which is so essential to the well

being of society.

Possessing these traits, and approaching the Lodge of his own free

will and accord, without the solicitation of friends who may have pre

ceded him, the Lodge may safely admit him without hesitation; he is

such a stone as the builders require, and fit to be placed in the north

east eorner as a foundation stone.

Thus, whatever complaint may arise as to the rapid growth of the

Fraternity cannot possibly be referred to such members as these.

 



If every initiate were of this class, there would be fewer dangers to

guard against. Whenever the motives of the candidate are improper,

it is very evident that he should have no lot with us, and it is our duty

to reject him. We could not make a good member of him if we would ;

he would always be a stranger among the workmen.

The Fraternity never has been nor ever will be so wanting in members

as to render it advisable to admit a candidate about whose fitness there

can be any question whatever. It is possible the motives which may

actuate an applicant may be neutral; they may not be improper; they

may be wanting in positive excellence or propriety; he may not make

a bad or decidedly faulty Mason, and may manage to get along with the

ordinary Lodge work, and be able to work his way into a Lodge, but

he is not the kind to reflect any honor on the Fraternity, or exemplify

the teachings of the Fraternity.

We have enough of this stock already, and would not suffer if we

did not admit any more. In these cases the primary tenets of Masonry

have been laid down in his hearing, but without amplification or ex

planation, and he never acquires that deeper knowledge which he who

is in accord with us seeks to find out, and thus he is satisfied with the

name of a Mason—Masonic Review.

511mm Freemasonry.

HERE is in this age an epidemic of moral disintegration as
I well as in the minds of men, that enervates the power of the

mental capacity to record, reflect, form unbiased or unpreju

diced opinions on questions that are of vital interest in the mainte

nance of truth.

What has been for ages established, is now looked upon as beneath

the attention of the flippant, superficial, unthinking talkers who cry out,

“keep step with the progress of the age." They delight to follow a

brass band and a circus parade, and are content in the shallowness of

their information to believe they are the great men of the day. Keep

step with the progress of the age is always circulated as their wisdom,

wisdom to them, not understood, but talked, which is the tag they put

out to impress the beholders.

The true, enlightened students of Freemasonry know that Ancient

Freemasonry existed, was believed in, held in honour and maintained

in its integrity for ages. It made its indelible impression on the hearts
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and minds of the greatest thinkers, philosophers, and earnest men of

many generations. They were deeply impressed by its sublime truths,

they were taught all its lessons, they practiced its precepts, they de

voted their lives to the preservation and perpetuation of its mysteries,

they defended its law and regulations, they made penalties for every

destructive agency that endangered the landmarks and the symbology.

From one generation to another they were bound to preserve Ancient

Freemasonry as they in each generation received it. They did not per

mit any assault on its foundations. They protected its truths from in

viriious enemies. He who in the days of the glory of Ancient Free

masonry would have dared to hint at keeping step with the progress of

the age, to inject novelties into the ceremonial of the Ancient Fraternity

would have met his deserved penalty. Thus it was that for ages the

Masonic Craft grew and became a great Temple, built by the wisdom'

and knowledge. the integrity, devotion and faith of those who were en

trusted with the duty of preserving and perpetuating the truth of the

ancient laws, landmarks and principles of the Fraternity.

But, alas, here and there in this age it is not rare to find men who

wear the apron, and collar, and jewel of the Craft to talk about keep

ing step with the progress of the age, introducing novelties, unknown,

unheard of words and things that the “ circus show ” and the “ variety

show ” rejoice to use to bring the thoughtless and ignorant to their en

tertainments.

Ancient Freemasonry!!! in costumes, in uniforms, in parades, in

public with females or the dolls of grand potentate’s patronesses in ma

ternal habiliments lecturing in a Masonic lodge room, keeping step with

the progress of the age.

When these things come to pass, lodge rooms will be turned into

shrines—consistories will be music halls. the song and the lute will

articulate the secrets, the feminine fraternity will publish a periodical

devoted to the modern music of keeping step with the progress of the

age.

Ancient Freemasonry will then be found in the ruins of King Solo

mon’s Temple, in the catacombs of the illustrious dead of the Ancient

Craft, in the mausoleums of great Grand Masters, in the grave of King

Hiram, in the hill sides, and forests, and the quarries.

Thus will the march go on, if keeping step with the progress of the

age is not promptly condemned by the Craft in all places where Ancient

Freemasonry exists in her strength, wisdom and beauty.

The casual reader may smile at these thoughts, and the incredulous pay

no attention to them. But, dear brethren of the Ancient Craft, remem
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her that those who sought to destroy Troy filled a structure resembling

a horse, and thus undisturbed entered the city, and it was destroyed.

Beware, then, brethren, of a novelty in Freemasonry like unto that

Trojan horse, keeping step to the progress of the age. It may, it might,

destroy your temples and put to flight the brass band and the circus that

undertook to get it into your temples—The Keystone. '

Manhood.

Not till life‘s heat has cooled,

The headlong rush slowed to a quiet pace,

And every purblind passion that has ruled

Our noisier years, at last

Spurs us in vain, and, weary of the race,

We care no more who loses or who wins—

Ah! not till all the best of life seems past,

The best 01' life begins.

To toil for only fame,

Hand-elappings and the fickle gusts of praise,

For place or power or gold to gild a name

Above the grave whereto

All paths will bring us, were to lose our days,

We, on whose ears youth‘s passing bell has tolled,

In blowing bubbles, even as children do,

Forgetting we are old.

But the world widens when

Such hope of trivial gain that ruled as lies

Broken among our childhood‘s toys, for then

We win to self control!

And mail ourselves in manhood, and there rise

Upon us from the vast and windiess height

Those clearer thoughts that are unto the soul

What stars are to the night.

. —Selectcd.

Fnsmmsouav should strengthen our faith, intensify our love, and

teach us to exercise charity in word and deed to all mankind. We

should carry out in life what we teach in our Lodge rooms, and the

day-dream of our hearts should be to so fashion our words that wher

ever we are or whatever we do, may be emblematic of the pillars of

truth that support our beloved Fraternity.--Jfitsonic Advocate.

‘ a



410 FREEHASONS REPOSITORY.

lfiiseuarse

DELIVERED BY Rsv. AND Bao. HENRY A. S'rnvans, Pasros or ran

Fias'r CONGREGATIONAL Cnuacn or BRISTOL, R. l., on

SUNDAY, Juan 24, 1894, Barons Sr. Aussn’s

Loves, No. 6. A. F. arm A. M.

Zscu. 2: 1’.

I lifted up mine eyes again and looked, and behold a man with a measuring

line in his hand.

The man, whom Zechariah saw, was the future Messiah, the Lord

Jesus Christ. His appearance in the form of a man was a prophetic

assurance of his future incarnation. The measuring-line in his hand

signified that he was the master-builder of the spiritual Jerusalem, his

future Church.

In addressing you this evening, I propose in the first place to con

sider the fact, that symbolism has been employed in all ages of the

world.

I need not delay to tell you how extensively symbols are employed

in the Scriptures.

After the expulsion of our first parents from the Garden, Cherubim,

or figures symbolic of the divine presence, were placed upon the wall

over the eastern entrance.

We afterwards find the sacred writers employing symbolic language

to describe the great truths of Sacrifice and Atonement, in the books

of Leviticus and Numbers.

The prophetic writings of the Scriptures abound with symbols, and

the book of the Revelation, the last in the sacred canon, exceeds all

others in the luxuriance of its emblematic illustrations.

Not only'in the Scriptures. but long before a page of the sacred

books were written, symbols were employed for the conveyance and

exposition of truth. '

Long before Moses’ day, the priestly rulers of Egypt, in order to

conceal their civil and religious polity from the people, incorporated

them in what they termed “ mysteries," the secrets of which, confided

only to a chosen few, were taught by symbols and hieroglyphics.

The sacred fire of the followers of Zoroastes was merely their

chosen symbol of the Deity, derived from the more ancient fire wor

shipers of Assyria.

We are told that Pythagoras, a Greek philosopher, who flourished
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five hundred years before Christ, established a society, which was both

religious, philosophical and political. Its proceedings were conducted

with the greatest secrecy. Its truths, almost entirely expressed by

symbols, were of the highest character.

So lofty and spiritual were their ethics, that we are almost compelled

to believe the tradition that Pythagoras, their author, was instructed in

sacred things by the Hebrews.

So large a use did Pythagoras make of symbols, and especial of the

figures of Geometry, that Freemasons are tempted to recognize in him

more than an ancient brother, and to receive him as one of the founders

of their Order.

If we consult the ancient Eleusinian mysteries or those of the Dio

nysia, we shall find the same extensive use of symbols.

There is also evidence for believing that symbols were employed by

the Essenes, a secret order of Jews which existed in the days of our

Saviour, and of which St. John the Baptist was probably a member.

If we study carefully the more important societies of a later date, we

shall find that in their initiatory rites, ritual and various instructions,

they make a free and constant use of symbols.

Where the symbol is natural and appropriate, easily understood and

significant of the truth intended, it seems to be, as it were, uncon

sciously adopted by all nations. Some of the symbols adopted by our

Order have a great antiquity. Upon the four brazen beetles or sacred

scarabae, upon which Cleopatra’s needle rested, were found distinctly

traced certain Masonic emblems.

We state this fact to show how ancient are the symbols of our Order,

and that, through all the ages, they have been employed to teach the

eye and impress the heart with those great and sublime truths, which

reveal the character of God and concern the welfare of man.

Symbols form a kind of world-language-a picture volupiis. Hav

ing considered the extensive use of symbols, let us in the next place

learn from the symbol employed in the text, the fulness of truth sug

gested by them I

And first, the measuring-line in the hands of the Messiah suggests

that our Lord does not carry on his work in the world at Imp-hazard.

Jerusalem with its Temple was to be rebuilt, but the Lord must de

termine beforehand, the length and breadth and various proportions

of the work.

So Jesus walks before the builders of the world to-day. securing

order from apparent confusion, and bringing forth from sin's discord,
divine harmony and beauty. I
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We are told by St. John the Evangelist, that Jesns created the world ;

now what mark of his authorship has he impressed upon the world?

Is there not everywhere seen in his works the existence and .perma~

nence of law? The wisdom of design? The utzlity of all for the gen

eral good of men, and the beauty of all for their pleasure and admira

tion?

If we pass from the natural to the spiritual world, we shall find that

the Lord Jesus holds there the measuring-line in his hand.

Take, for instance, the Bible. It is the chart of God's spiritual do

main, and we shall find the touch of the Master-builder upon it.

More than fifteen hundred years passed before its composition was

completed. Centuries would pass, after one writer had told his story,

before another would place upon the sacred page his inspired utterance.

And yet these different writers, living centuries apart, placed under

peculiar circumstances and passing through difierent experiences, all

tell but one story, and that is of love; all seek but one object, and that

is to exalt God and save men.

Now. snch'a book, venerable with antiquity, full of consecration to

God and love to man, buoyant with hope in the present and singing of

glory in the future—such a book has the sign-manual of the divine

Master-builder upon it.

To every page He has applied His measuring-line; in every truth

He has incarnated His own heavenly character.

Again, if we look at human experience we shall find the Lord always

present with his measuring-line. -

It is hardly possible to conceive of anything more beyond the con

trol of a snperintending wisdom, than the checkered events of human

experience.

One day we are sitting under the smiling skies of earthly prosperity.

The machinery of life runs smoothly, and all are happy and hopeful.

Another day dawns, and we find in the household tearful eyes and sad

hearts.

Everything goes wrong. No brightness in the sky, no flowers upon

the earth. Sorrow has chased away the smile of happiness, and death

usurps the throne of life.

Take the experiences of men in business life. At one time a man’s

touch will turn everything, Midas-like, into gold. Again, his connec

tion with an enterprise will seem to insure its failure.

Now, we cannot understand these things. Life at times seems a

labyrinth without beginning or end; human experience, a tangled

maze; and earth, a mere battle field of conflicting forces.
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But time passes, and we become conscious of a divine spirit brood

ing over the chaos of our lives. Order emerges from confusion, life

springs from death, and prosperity and happiness banish sorrow and

wretchedness.

But what is the secret of this great transformation? What wondrous

alchemy has transmuted adversity into prosperity, and filled the chan

nels of sorrow with tears of joy?

Gazing through a rift in the clouds, which overspread human life,

we find that the Divine Man is standing over us with his measuring

line, adjusting our experiences to our needs and causing all things to

work for our good and his glory.

We could make the application more general still, we could show to

you that God's providence over the world is but another expression of

the great truth, that the Messiah-redeemer is applying His measuring

line to human affairs. That He is coiirdinating forces, adjusting ditli

culties, harmonizing differences, and by the exercise of His power and

the inbreathing of His spirit, He is securing a glorious destiny for-man

and crowning His own name with a new and imperishable glory.

Thus you see from this simple unfolding of a few of the truths, sug

gested by the measuring-line in the hand of the Messiah, how beauti

fully significant, how rich and pregnant with truth is the symbolism of

Scripture.

But this measuring-line in the hands of the man of Zechariah’s

vision, suggests to us that there are other measuring-lines.

Whatever can be employed to take the dimension of duty,“ or aid us

in the adjustment of obligations, human or divine; whatever can be

made serviceable for the enlargement of our views, for the deepening

of our sympathies, and the quickening of our interest in others' good ;

whatever will help us to see, to judge, to determine; whatever will

help us to be true, noble and good, are all so many measuring-lines or

dained of God for the promotion of our highest interests.

Now I take the position this evening, that the various symbols and

working-tools of speculative Masonry—the lectures which accompany

each degree, and the various instructions sanctified by prayer, are all

so many measuring-lines, by means of which the members of our Order

are instructed, disciplined, governed and brought more into likeness

with the character of Him, whom we worship as the perfection of all

excellence.

Permit me now to refer to some of these symbols, and as their teach

ings are unfolded, you will not only see, but feel more deeply than

ever their significance as measuring-lines of obligation and character.
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As you enter a Lodge room, the first symbol which meets your sight

is the representation of an eye. It is called “ the all-seeing eye."

I never shall forget the moment when I first looked upon a Lodge of

Masons in full working order.

The officers of the Lodge were before me in full regalia, but I did

not see them.

More than one hundred members and visitors were present including

many officers of the State government, but I did not notice them.

As my eyes opened amid a blaze of light that rivalled meridian

splendor, I saw but one object, it was the representation of the all

seeing eye.

It was carved with most exquisite skill, and was prominent before

any other adornment of the canopy over the worshipful master’s chair.

Although made of wood and gilt, yet it seemed full of life and intelli

gence. As I gazed upon it, it seemed to return the gaze with a look

most searching—a look that seemed to say to me, “You are in my

presence! I hear your vows; I read your motives; I can see clearly

your purposes! Oh, then, be serious, be earnest, be true 1"

Many times in many lodge-rooms since, have I gazed upon this em

blem, and its sight always impresses me most deeply. I mention this

emblem first, because it is the most important of all Masonic emblems.

Its fixed and penetrating gaze meets you when you first enter the

lodge-room, and wherever in that room you may go, you can never

pass beyond the circumference of its vision.

The all-seeing eye is used in Masonry as the symbol of God. No

one can receive the rites of the Order, unless he is a believer in God as

“the Great Architect of the Universe, the Maker and Preserver of all

things.”

But someone outside of the Brotherhood may say, “ The all-seeing

eye is only a symbol, and is destitute of all practical power.”

I have only to say to this objector that I know to the contrary.

That All-seing eye cannot bend its pure and holy gaze, night after

night, upon a company of men in quiet and reverent attitude, and not

receive benefit from it.

One evening, during an intermission in the work of the Lodge, the.

worshipful master turned to me, and among other things said, “ You

need not wonder at my devotion to the Order, for Masonry has done a

great deal for me. There was a time when I did not believe in any

thing, but Masonry has led me to a firm belief in God. It has led me

to accept also the Bible as his word, and to make its precepts the di~

rector of my life. I cannot believe all that you do in your church, but
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from sheer infidelity I have come to accept the doctrines of liberal

Christianity, and I owe that conversion to Masonry.”

Brother Masons, what a measuring-line is the all-seeing eye! In all

' our words and actions, not only when we gather in the place of our

solemn mysteries, but when we adjourn to the social relation ; not only

in the seclusion of home, but amid the temptations and clashing inter

ests of business life, we are always to remember and never forget that

we stand in the circle of His vision, whose eyes are “ in every place,

beholding the evil and the good.”

Another measuring-line of Masonry is the while apron, made of

lambskin.

I can distinctly recall the time, when I first saw a body of Masons

wearing their white aprons. Young in years and more youthful in

wisdom, I smiled with others at the sight, and thought them poor

rivals 0f the gentler sex.

But shortly afterwards, a book describing in general terms Masonry

and its emblems, fell into my hands. It was there I learned the sig

nificance of this beautiful emblem.

“ As,” said the book of instructions, “ an apron is worn by opera

tive masons in their work, to preserve their garments from being

soiled, so in speculative Masonry the white apron is intended to re

mind the members of a Lodge that they must keep themselves free

from all moral defilement.”

This is only an earthly echo of the sublime teachings of God's word,

that His people must preserve their garments white, and “ keep them

selves unspotted from the world.”

But someone before me this evening may ask, “Why should the

apron be made of lambskin?”

I reply in the beautiful teachings of the Order :—“ The lamb has in

all ages been deemed an emblem of innocence. He, therefore, who

wears the lambskin, is continually reminded of that purity of life and

conduct which is so essentially necessary to his gaining admission to

the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the Uni

verse presides ”

The first great truth made known to the candidate for Masonic de

grees, is the existence of God; now what, logically, should be the next

truth impressed upon his heart and conscience? Is it not the necessity

for purity of life? But there is another thought suggested. The white

lambskin apron is girt about the candidate as he stands in the presence

of the all-seeing eye.
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_ How natural the inference, and how impressive the teaching of the

beatitude of our Lord, that “ the pure in heart only can see God.”

But that lambskin apron always has for me another lesson. We are

taught in holy Scripture that “ only by the shedding of blood can there

be remission for sin." So, when I stand before the all-seeing eye,

clad in the white lambskin apron, I am taught that my soul must also

begirt with the atoning virtue of the Lamb of God, “ which taketh

away the sin of the world.”

My brothers in Masonry, are these beautiful, I could almost add,

sacred teachings of the lambskin apron, present to your minds, when

you gird it about you for work in the Lodge?

Do you realize that by this act you say in part to the Brotherhood

and to God, that you will be pure in heart and life?

0, may this beautiful emblem, so suggestful of high and holy truth,

never be to you merely a part of the working furniture of the Lodge.

Let it not be a mere symbol, but let it be a measuring-line, by which

you shall mark out for others and determine your own life for purity

and righteousness.

Girt about with the blessed truths the apron teaches, you will live

holily on earth, and in heaven share the benediction of the pure in

heart, who shall see God.

There is also in Masonry the open Bible! In Masonry the Author of

the Bible is acknowledged, while its precepts, like golden threads, are

woven into the warp and woof of every initiatory rite and accompany

ing lecture. And there are also the Square and Compasses, always

resting in hours of labor upon the open word, thus telling the members

in language, whose force and beauty all feel, that they are to square

their lives with the precepts of the Bible, and through its inspired

teachings learn to circumscrlbe every passion and desire.

You will also find among the tools of Speculative Masonry, each

' having their special significance and moral teaching, the Gauge and the

Gavel, the Chisel and the Level, the Plumb and the Trowel, the Rough

and Smooth Ashlar, the Trestle Board and Jacob's Ladder.

The latter is always represented as losing itself in the cloudy canopy.

Thus beautifully significant of the fact that on the sacred rounds of

Faith, Hope and Charity we are to mount up from earth, pass through

the heavens, and at last rest with the Supreme Lord of all in the Celes

tial Lodge above. '

We could in this manner take all the Masonic symbols and show you

that they are all emblematic of some great truth, or teach some im

portant lesson ; that they are all measuring-lines to direct, portion 011‘,
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circumscribe, or so order our lives, that they shall become beautiful

and proportionate in character, powerful for good, and blessed in both

worlds.

The teachings of these emblems, I have said, are simple and signifi

cant.

Their teachings are first imparted to the Entered Apprentice. They

increase in number and significance as the candidate passes on to the

second degree of Fellow-Craft. And they reach a height truly sublime.

in the final instructions to the Master Mason.

These teachings, when studied, welcomed into the heart and prac

ticed in the life, will help to correct, strengthen and enlarge our char

acters, and make our lives more beautiful and Christ-like.

Brethren of St. Alban’s Lodge, such is the inheritance of emblematic

truth bequeathed to you as a Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons.

By the constant study and daily employment of these truths, as the

measuring-lines of duty, your characters can and should become beau

tiful, harmonious, strong and God-like.

By the knowledge and frequent contact with these truths, you, as

Masons, enjoy a privilege for high attainment in all that is true. noble

and good, granted to no other man. outside of the Church of Christ.

Far be it from me. this evening, to forget that, while I am a Mason,

I am also a minister of the Church of Christ.

Iplace the Church above and before all other societies, secret or

open. At the same time I do not hesitate to give my testimony clear

and boldly in favor of Masonry.

While the Church of God is the most ancient organization in the

world, Masonry stands next to the Church in the rank of antiquity.

Masonry does not profess to be a Church, nor would it supplant the

Church if it could.

While Masonry claims a spotless morality as the basis of its princi

ples, it seeks to work out those principles in the spirit of Christianity.

While Masonry glories in its spirit of fraternity, the foundation of its

brotherhood rests upon a benevolence that rejoices in the good of all

men.

Masonry has its foes, but for hundreds of years it has battled suc

cessfully with them.

The weapons of its warfare have been either a silence that has

spoken more eloquently than words in its defence, or the clearer ex

hibition of that spirit which encourages all that is true, noble and good,

and frowns upon all that is low, selfish and base.

In spite of obloquy and misrepresentation, Masonry has gone for

4
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ward, planting its Lodges in every land. until its obligations are trans

lated into all languages, and its spirit of fraternal love warms the cold

heart of our selfish humanity.

While the Church is superior to Masonry, the Church will not lose by

studying the intense and enduring spirit of brotherhood that pervades

the Order. I have been a Mason for more than thirty years, and yet I

am to-day just as full of wonder as ever. over that spirit which regards

a brother with an interest that will brook obloquy, sutfer denial, and sac

rifice everything but truth and honor for his welfare.

Men have sought to disparage Masonry, by speaking derogatory of

its rites. its vows and general influence, but I have only to recall the

truths of Masonry. which I have hinted at this evening, to refute the

charge; I have only to point to the men who compose the order; men

of unquestioned wisdom, of known integrity, of strictest honor, of un

doubted veracity aud noblest patriotism. Such men have tilled the

ofliees of Masonry; such men have filled the ranks of Masonry, and

not for one, two, or three centuries, but for a period so long that, to

reach its limit, you must wander into the shadows and beyond the night

of the Middle Ages.

Brethren of St. Alban’s Lodge, with such a record in the past, with

such a fellowship in the present, with such truths to draw us upward

and such a spirit of fraternity to help us onward. what sort of men

ought we to be? God grant that we may always exhibit in Bristol the

true spirit of our noble Order. Then, through the assisting grace of

our Lord. shall we realize in the Celestial Lodge above, its truest, its

noblest and its highest ideals.

I said, “through the grace of our Lord," for to attain the full and

perfect realization of the HIGH IDEALS set before us in Masonry, we must

have Christ. Washed in His blood, sanctified by His spirit and in

spired by His truth, we will see a new beauty in our beloved Order,

while its truths will come to us, bathed in the spirit of their Divine

Author, and freighted with new power and life.

Knit? Tnosr: You Have—In our great desire to get in “ new blood "

is it not possible that we may be making a grave mistake? Would it

not be a source of pleasure and profit to us if we cultivated those al

ready within our ranks? A man joins our Fraternity; is rushed through

the degrees, and really be has no more idea as to what he has passed

through than he had before joining. Well, just at this point is our op

portunity; here it is that the road divides; the one leads to future

usefulness and honor in the Fraternity. the other, very probably. to

suspension for non-payment of dues—Exchange.
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LOVING CUP PRESENTED TO w.'. GEO. H. BURNHAM, BY

ST JOHN'S 1.0005. PROVIDENCE.
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[Written for Freemasons Repository.]

The tuning @upr.

OWEVER little we may know as to the origin and history of

the Loving Cup, there is in its meaning a suggestion of fra

g _c ternal and social intercourse which may not be misunderstood.

The word cup, brings to mind visions of feasting and good cheer, of

the flow of wit and reason around the festive board, while the adjec

tive, loving, more than hints at the fraternal feeling engendered when

brethren meet around the table, significant of their common needs and

dependence. Friendship and fellowship have been fostered from

earliest time by the social gathering where men broke bread together

and were refreshed in body and brain by what the occasion offered.

The importance of the physical has been recognized all through the

centuries, for it is impossible to separate the intellectual and moral

from the bodily and sensual in the development of man. The genius

must have nourishment for his body or the brain refuses to do its best

work; even the poet cannot sing the songs which shall thrill the ages,

unless to some extent he is sustained by the same food which gives

life and strength to the plough boy. The writer may rise to heights of

eloquent expression, the painter use his brush most skillfully when

starvation faces them, but then the effect is sweet only as the song of

the dying swan, the final effort before dissolution. To habitually make

the most of one's power of thought, the body must have its proper

food and drink, and only thus will the mind be capable of its best

achievements, only thus will it attain the development necessary for its

true expression. Though poets are said to be born, not made, like

the infant in his mother’s arms, they would soon die if bodily susten

ance were not given. The lamp of genius would flicker and go out un

less it be filled with the oil required, even for the light that never was

on sea or land. Material as it may seem. eating and drinking cannot

be ignored in any survey of nations or individuals: the banquet-hall is

equally important with the library or study, as a setting for the moral and

intellectual jewels which shine from the past, and which we cherish and

revere. It needs no apology, therefore, when we say, that many of our

customs and associations are connected with eating and drinking, that

the famous banquets of the ancients were succeeded by those notable

gatherings at the English taverns and elsewhere, that we think of Ben

Jonson and his associates as gathered at the " Mermaid,” as well as

of the more sumptuous repasts of Mark Antony and Heliogabalus.
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Literature and dietetics seem to have been closely allied, and although

literary celebrities have proverbially poor digestions, yet they have

always been apostles of good cheer and the promoters of friendly gath

erings around the social board.

The Loving Cup may be termed a direct descendant or a near rela

tion of the wassail bowl. which was introduced into the merry makings

of our Anglo-Saxon ancestors in the early days of Britain’s history.

The word wassail comes from the phrase “ wass hael,” meaning, “ to

your health.” On New Year‘s Eve or New Year’s Day, the head of

the household in the English home gathered his family around a bowl

of steaming spiced ale, and after drinking their healths, they, in turn,

drank also from the bowl, while saying, “wass hael." Those who

were unable to procure something to fill the bowl, carried an empty

dish, adorned with ribbons, from house to house, and begged aid for

their wassail from their richer neighbors. The New Year’s songs of

these wassailers were made up of good wishes for the coming year, and

prayers for blessings upon those who should remember the beggars.

On the tearing down of an old house in England a century ago, a

quaint carving was found which represented a two-handled bowl. Be

side the bowl were carved the Anglo-Saxon words wuss heil and drinc

heile. confirming the suggestion that this was a reproduction of the

wassail bowl, used when the house was built, somewhere about the six

teenth century. The early- poets often alluded to the wassail bowl,

which one called

“ A massy bowl to deck the jovial day,”

and Shakspere, in his Midsummer Night's Dream, makes Puck declare,

“ Altd sometimes lurk I in a gossip‘s bowl,

In very likeness of a roasted crab,”

the word crab meaning crab apples, which were an ingredient of the

wassail bowl.

With the introduction of Christianity, the wassail bowl took on

something of a religious nature, it became a feature of the monastery

table; the huge bowl was placed before the abbot and he drank to all

the monks, and they in turn to him. This was known as the Poculum

Charitatis and corresponded to the Grace Cup, or Loving Cup of later

times.

At the corporation dinners in the city of London, the custom of the

Loving Cup still prevails, and as one writer says, “ No City Banquet

or Feast at the Inns of Court would be complete without it.” Who

ever prcsides at the dinner rises and drinks from the two-handled
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fiagon to the health of those present, then passes the cup to his left

hand neighbor; he, in turn, drinks to his immediate neighbor, who

also rises in response to the toast, while the other partakes of its con

tents. This quaint custom is said to have originated in Anglo-Saxon

times. Edward the Martyr was stabbed in the back while drinking in

his saddle at the door of Corfe Castle. Out of this treacherous deed

arose the practice which assured the safety of the one who was obliged

to hold the heavy cup with both hands while drinking. His neighbor

rose, also, as a pledge for his safety, and was responsible for the'

other's protection while in a defenseless position.

The Loving or Grace Cup is alluded to by Miss Strickland, in her

Lives of the Queens of Scotland, as a device used by Margaret Athel

ing, wife of Malcolm III, to induce the rough nobles to_remain at the

royal table until grace had been said. A large cup filled with choice

wine was passed around directly after the blessing had been pronounced

by the chaplain. and those present might partake of it ad libitum.

Thus woman’s wit gave birth to a custom which prevailed through the

ages and became an institution of the banquet hall in Scotland and

England. Sir Walter Scott’s account of a banquet given by Baron

Bradwardine, is found in Waverly, and is a graphic description of the

entertainment furnished distinguished guests in Scottish homes during

the early years of the eighteenth century. The cup from which was

drank the health of the house of Waverly. was of gold and shaped like

a rampant bear, the crest of Bradwardine, to one of whose barons it

had been presented by the Abbot of Aberbrothock, being esteemed a

precious heirloom and only used on festival occasions. The Baron

drank the entire contents of the “ Bear," and his guests were expected

to do the same, so that some of them hailed with relief the appearance

of the Grace Cup, after which ceremony the guests hoped to escape

further drinking, though, as the story has it, on their homeward way

the party were obliged to partake at the tavern of the stirrup cup, “ to

the honor of the Baron’s roof tree.”

A Loving Cup of heavy embossed silver was presented to the city of

Litchfield in 1666, by Elias Ashmole, the first Speculative English Free

mason, and was used in the banquets of its corporation. on all convivial

occasions. The letter of thanks for the cup included the following sen-

tence: “ Now, sir, give us leave to conclude by informing you that,

'according to your desire, (upon the first receipt of your Poculum

Charitatis, at the sign of the George for England), we filled it with

Catholic wine and devoted it a sober health to our most gracious king,

which, (being of so large a continent) pass the bands of thirty to



422 FREEMASONS REPOSITORY.

pledge; nor did we forget yourself in the next place, being our great

Macaenas.” Since this early time, cities and corporations, organiza

tions and societies, as well as individuals, have been the honored re

cipients of Loving Cups, more or less ornate, but always significant of

brotherly feeling and social enjoyment. As used in this way, the

silver or gold cup, with its two or three handles, has taken on a large

meaning as a symbol of generous sympathy and hearty cobperation.

It is not to be wondered at, then. that among Masonic bodies it is

highly esteemed as a gift and is treasured by the association or the

brother privileged to own so appropriate and beautiful an emblem.

We call to mind. as an example, the Loving Cup presented to the

Lodge of St. Andrew, Boston. in memory of the late Charles Allen

Brown, by his children, Dr. William A. Brown and Mrs. Rebecca A.

Green. in June, 1894. This three-handled silver cup, made by the

Gorham Company in Providence, is of exquisite design and skilled

execution We are privileged to illustrate our article with a photo

graph of this unique cup. It bears the seal of the Lodge upon one of

its sides, upon another, the figure and cross of St. Andrew, and is

decorated with the emblematic thistle in most artistic manner. The.

cup is treasured by the Lodge, not only for its intrinsic worth. but for

what it signifies as a memorial of a departed brother, that the claim of

fraternity cannot be broken even by death, for love is immortal.

At the communication of St. John’s Lodge of Providence, February

20, 1895, a silver Loving Cup was presented to W. Brother George H.

Burnham, who had served for twenty-one years as treasurer of the or

ganization whose members thus sought to show their appreciation of

his services and the esteem in which they held him. This cup was

also made by the Gorham Company, whose skilled artisans have pro

duced most of the Loving Cups which have been notable in our day.

We are able to present to our readers a picture of Brother Burnham's

cup, so that they may realize something of the beauty which it displays,

while they consider all that it symbolizes of fraternity and social inter

course.

The Loving Cup, as we study into its origin, seems to have been in

troduced into the Home, the Church, the State, the Fraternity, as an

emblem of man’s dependence upon his physical needs and his social

demands. It has been used as a centre piece for the table where the

family gathered, where the monks assembled, where the civic bodies

convened and wherever men might meet upon a common ground and

forget for a time their differences of thought and condition. Deeper

than the meaning of mirth and revels which the wassail bowl brings to
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mind, is the significance of the Loving Cup. as it has been used and as

it comes now to be a significant form of expression for fraternal re

gard. Brothers may drink from the Loving Cup which holds no bitter

ness and conceals no dregs of ill or shame, but is a symbol of common

duty, of common dependence, of common destiny for the whole race.

Regarded in this light the Loving Cup becomes worthy of the greatest

thought and skill in its production, the greatest charm in its possession,

and the highest significance in its use when man thus pledges his

brother to words of helpfulness and deeds of love. a. u. R.

Providence, April, 1995.

[For Freemasons Repository.]

Iudge mast 1y.

FREEMASON ought always to be governed by generous

impulses, and judge mildly of the faults of his brethren,

.- ' ._ and by gentle measures endeavor to inspire the erring with

noble and just sentiments. A Freemasou ought not on any occasion

to speak disrespectfully of his brother, no matter what the fault or

grievance may be. It is unworthy at any time, to speak evil of the

absent, and no generous mind will be guilty of an act so base, and no

one who has bowed at the mystic altar, who appreciates his obligations

‘ and the honor conferred by his connection with the institution, will so

far forget himself as to speak in detriment of the character of another,

who has also knelt at the shrine of Freemasonry and assumed its obli

gations.

It is not always that those are in the wrong whom we suppose to be so,

and none but a higher power can know the struggle the weak and erring

may have, in combating circumstances and inclinations which impel

them to err. There may be more virtue in the weak restraining their

desires, the man of strong passions in fighting against indulgence, the

hungered in abstaining from appropriating the goods of others. than in

large contributions of the wealthy for benevolent purposes. The man

whose means places him above the temptation of want, whose will and

determination are sufficiently strong to hold his passions in check,

may never know, may never be able. to appreciate the moral and men

tal struggles of those differently organized or circumstanced.

The poor brother unable to pay his Lodge dues, or to pay small

debts incurred perhaps during sickness, or to provide food for his

family, may possess a noble spirit and be true and honest before God
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and angels. Man is scarcely competent to judge his fellow man, be

cause he is unable to fathom the secret arcana of motives and inward

impulses which prompt him to act. We do not refer to the open vio

lator of law, those who set at defiance the rights and obligations of

man and society, for such are not and cannot be Freemasons. But

as Masons are only men. and no one ever entered the portals of Ma

sonry without having at least one friend as a guide, and therefore

must have possessed some good traits, let us at least be merciful in

our judgment; if misfortune has robbed such an one, the humblest

among us of his wealth, and he is reduced to poverty and want, or if

unable to resist temptation, he is financially overcome, and yields, let

our judgment be tempered with mercy; do not scorn him. do not spurn

him from society, do not crush him so that he may not rise again, but

help, aid and assist him. by every means in your power. and endeavor

to cover his faults and imperfections with the broad mantle of charity

and brotherly love. Masonry is charity, heaven born and sympathetic

charity, and the noblest of its duties, Faith, Hope and Charity, and the

greatest of these is Charity ; Faith may be lost in sight, Hope endsin

fruition, but Charity extends beyond the vale through the boundless

realms of eternity. Our Great Light which we adopt as the rule and

guide for our faith and practice, tells us that if we have not Charity,

we are as sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. and again it says, “ In

asmuch as ye have done it (bestowed charity) unto one of the least of

these, my brethren, ye have done it unto me." Charity is awarded

the highest meed of praise of any of our Masonic duties which meet

with higher weed of praise among angels and serapbs, and it includes

the kind word spoken, the gentle admonition and good counsel, the

timely aid and the ennobling inspiration which tend to elevate, improve

and arouse the drooping energies of the poor and lowly, who have

suffered by sickness or misfortune and become despondent. A. J. 6.

Albany, April 22, 15‘95.

SOME one SAYS that Templary is the development and sequence of

Symbolic Masonry; and there is a sense in which it may be so re

garded. American 'l‘emplarism is not opposed to any truth or teaching

which appears in the Lodge or Chapter system; but it expresses and

makes clear much more than what is thus declared. It inculcates a

more precise and a deeper faith. It emphasizes the truths of immor

tality and the resurrection. It builds an enduring structure on the

eternal virtues of God’s being, and rule, and love, as specially set

forth by Him who said: “ I am the Way. and the Truth. and the Life.”
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fiecognition of Idegrees and @rders.

f UST how far symbolic Freemasonry, as represented by a Grand

‘ Lodge, should go in sanctioning and supporting other bodies

I supposed to hold some relation to the Masonic organization, is

a question to which different answers will he returned. Theoretically,

the authority rests with a Grand Lodge to decide what is and what is

not entitled to be called Masonic, within its jurisdiction. Practically

it refrains from exercising such a discriminating judgment. It wishes

to avoid entangling alliances and it allows various systems and societies

to appropriate the Masonic name without making any protest.

Symbolic Freemasonry, however, expressed in a rightful Grand

Lodge sovereignty, does regard with approval certain degrees and

Orders, and gives them a more or less direct recognition. In Great

Britain the same classification does not prevail under the Grand Lodge

of England as under the Grand Lodge of Scotland; and the Grand

Lodge of Ireland exercises a much broader recognition than that ex

tended by its sister Grand Bodies just named, The Scottish Freemason

says: “ The English Grand Lodge knows only the three Craft degrees,

and the Royal Arch only (including the Installation ceremonies) ; that

of Scotland the three Craft degrees, and the Mark, with the ceremony

of Installed Master, while that of Ireland recognizes the Craft, Arch

(including the Mark and Excellent degrees), High Knight Templar,

Prince Mason, and other degrees worked by the Supreme Council of

the A. and A. S. Rite.”

In the American system of definition and recognition, a full pause is

made at the close of the Master’s degree; but it is generally conceded

that Capitular Freemasonry and Cryptic Freemasonry hold a close re

lation to the Symbolic Institution, and hence they are always regarded

with a considerable measure of favor. It is much the same with Tem

plary and the Scottish Rite, usually understood to be divisions or de

partments of legitimate Masonry. Beyond that line all is chaos.

The publication quoted seems to favor an official and definite recog

nition of these various bodies, or nearly all of them, for it adds: “The

Irish rule seems to be far more reasonable and consistent than those of

England and Scotland, for surely when, as is custOmary, the rulers of

the High Degrees are those who hold, or have held. high office in Grand

Lodge, it is absurd for them to deny recognition in one capacity to

ceremonies they value and uphold in another, and the effect in Ireland

of this mutual support and respect is, that none of the additional cere

a
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monies which so confuse the Masonic systems, and cause unnecessary

multiplication of degrees in the other jurisdictions, are allowed, but are

all declared by Grand Lodge to be unlawful. Thus a well ordered se

quence pervades the series of degrees, and no dissensions with regard

to the number-less so-called side degrees can arise.”

Letter from :llLRe-u. 39v. 1.. Eli’eigc.

 

a): the fact that the distinguished brother, whose name appears
'3 ‘i at the head of this article had recently passed his ninety-third

birthday. In referring ~to the anniversary, and to the beautiful and

serene old age he has attained, attention was called to the Masonic

services of Dr. Paige during his connection with the Fraternity, ex

tending ovcr a period of more than three score years and ten. Since

the publication of the article the editor has received a letter from the

venerable brother, written by his own hand, and good evidence that he

is still in the full possession of his faculties. Many readers of the RE

POSITORY will be pleased to read this letter, herewith given in full, ex

cept the opening paragraph.

'- N the April number of the REPOSITORY mention was made of

CAMBRIDGEl-‘ORT, MASS.

April 9, 1895.

Dana BROTflsnz— " *" * * *

My days of labor are ended, and I am now useful, chiefly, as an ob

ject lesson, the survivor of my oldest associates. 1 do not suppose

myself to be the “ oldest Mason ” living, but I am an old one. 1 have

been a Mason seventy-one years, and indeed, as you have said, I was

Master of Mt. Zion Lodge and Commander of Templars in September,

l826,-—eight years before you were born. I think I am the Senior

Past Master in this State. and the records show that I am, by many

years, the Senior Past Commander in this jurisdiction. Our Grand

Master McCurdy says he thinks that no Past Commander in the United

States out-ranks me. In fact, in a recent letter to me, he uses this

very extravagant language: “‘ I believe you are the oldest Knight

Templar in the world.” At his urgent request, I have promised to

visit the Grand Encampment, as a special guest, at its session in Au

gust, if I survive until that time, and retain suflicieut strength to do

so. But I am too old to count on this with much confidence. I can

only entertain a hope as expressed by St. James iv. 15.

Pardon all this egotism and garrulity, and believe me to be ever and

truly, your old brother in the bonds of both Masonry and Christianity.

Loews R. Paws.

Rsv. H. W. Ruse, D. D.
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nest-inns and énswers.

[Under this head quostions pertinent to the subjects treated in the RIPOSITORY will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

nvlteci to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the lnstitutlon.—-Ent'roa.l

“ Is the Heroine of Jericho a Masonic degree? I am told that its

purpose is to secure the silence of women respecting any Masonic secrets

that may come to their knowledge. Am I correctly informed?”

The “Heroine of Jericho ” is the designation of a side or honorary

degree which may be conferred with but little formality on Royal Arch

Masons. and the wives and daughters respectively of such brethren.

It is supposed to consitute a bond of friendship and protection between

those thus associated. The second Chapter of the b00k of Joshua con

tains an account of a woman of Jericho from whom the degree takes its

name. Every brother receiving the degree is acknowledged as a Knight

of Jericho; and every woman so instructed and obligated is designated

a Heroine of Jericho. Our correspondent may have been reading some

Anti-Masonic literature touching this subject; for, turning to such a

pamphlet issued in 1832, the following statement in noted : “ This

degree was found necessary to bind the wives of Masons to secrecy, in

cases where their evidence might bring the Craft into difficulties. An

attempt was made to induce Mrs. Wm. Morgan to take this degree

during the life of her husband, but she refused. Had she been initiated

a Heroine of Jericho she must have been silent concerning the murder

ers of her husband.” There is no need in these days of denying so

unjust and foolish a charge.

“ Was Sir Christopher Wren a Mason? If so, was he ever Grand

Master of Masons in England?”

In the list of pre-historic Grand Masters of English Freemasonry the

name of the distinguished architect, Sir Christopher Wren, appears.

The arrangement by Entiek places St. Alban first and Sir Christopher

Wren last in a list of some fifty names. The persons thus designated

as Grand Masters may have been patrons of operative guilds ahd may

have'presided over associations bearing a resemblance to the Masonic

Fraternity; but. the Freemasonry of which we have knowledge was not

developed in the times of St. Alban, Alfred the Great, Edward the
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Confessor, Cardinal Wolsey, Inigo Jones, and other eminent individ

uals named in Entick’s list of Grand Masters. And even in the case

of Wren there was no Grand Lodge for him to preside over until the

closing years of his mortal career. The thought of the present writer

is that Wren was connected with some branch of Speculative Masonry

and that, probably, be was a member of the celebrated “ Lodge of

Antiquity,” having joined that organization near the close of the

seventeenth century. Although he is termed Grand Master by a host of

Masonic writers there is no evidence that he ever held the ofiice. Mack

ey thinks that being called, by reason of his profession, “ Master of the

Work "—what the medieval Operative Masons termed Illagister Operas-—

led to the calling of Wren “ Grand Master ”. by Anderson and others

who not unnaturally transformed the one title into the other.

“ How much must I believe of Christianity to justify me in joining

the Order of Knights Templars? Must I believe in the doctrine of

the Trinity and the Apostle’s creed?”

Unless a man accepts Christianity heartily and desires to make his

life conform to its teachings he is not a suitable candidate for Temp

lary, which is unmistakably a Christian organization. On this point we

quote with entire approval the recent words of our esteemed friend,

Eminent Sir Rev. P. Voorhees Finch of Greenfield, who says: “Temp

lary is not established on any proposition of human philosophy or

sociology, but on the everlasting truths of our crucified and risen Lord.

Our Order is not one and the'same with the church of the living God,

and yet Knights Templars are sacrele pledged to the exercise of

Christian faith, and unless they are imbued with the thoughts and pur

poses of true disciples, they are in no fit condition to kneel around the

triangle, or engage in the most affecting ceremonies of the Templar

system.” This is not saying, however, that there must be a recognition

of this or that creed defining Christianity, or. an acceptance of any

formal dogma respecting the nature of Christ our Lord: It does seem

needful that there should be hearty faith in his Divinity and in his

moral and spiritual supremacy as the Eternal Son of God. There

must be hospitality toward and some reception of those great and prec

ious truths revealed in the Christian Scriptures, for every Knight

Templar is impressively reminded, when admitted to the Order, that

“ amid all the vicissitudes of life an unswerving faith in those truths

can alone afford him that strong consolation which the world can

neither give nor take away."
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Editorial Elflintes.

THERE seems to be a growing feeling against the system of Grand

Lodge Representatives. Several Grand Lodges have taken decided

ground against the practice. Kentucky, Iowa, and some other Grand

Lodge jurisdictions have served due notice that they will have noth

ing more to do with the appointing or receiving of Representatives.

" What is the use?” say these Grand Lodges ruled by men who are

severely practical. “ The appointment of a Grand Representative is a

useless formality. There is nothing for him to do." Several offices in

the administration of Masonic affairs might be abolished on the same

ground. Our thought is that no harm to Freemasonry is likely to

come by a preservation of the Representative system. There is, at

least, a touch of sentiment in the office—a suggestion of fellowship

and fraternity—and therefore, if for no other reason, the writer thinks

it to be expedient to continue the system.

IN TURNING the pages of a bitter Anti-Masonic publication, issued

in 1833, the notice of the present writer was called to the various

arguments adduced in opposition to the Masonic institution. Besides

the attacks made on it as opposed to truth, justice. and right, there

were other adverse criticisms of the system based upon the methods

employed in the conductlng of the affairs of the Fraternity and the

expense attending membership. The following chorce bit of advice

appears at' the close of a denunciatory article; “It is said that a

knowledge of Freemasonry proves a great advantage to persons visit

ing distant countries. Every traveller, therefore would do well to

have acopy of Allyne’s Ritual in his trunk to be recurred to when

needed. The benefits of Freemasonry may thereby be secured without

subjecting the traveller to the oaths, obligations, and great expense

which attend a regular initiation in a Masonic Lodge.” The element

of morality connected with the course of procedure advised was quite

overlooked.

Rssr'scr for age is a Masonic sentiment. Brethren who are on the

declining side of the meridian of mortal life are less likely to be dis

paraged and set aside by their fellow Craftsmen, than are the aged

members of other associations. Almost every Masonic Lodge has a

number of veteran brothers within its communion, to whom the most

cordial treatment is accorded by their younger associates. Occasion

ally, however, we hear of the “ crowding out,” more or less directly,
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of aged brethren, who are made to feel that their presence and their

words are not desired. Perhaps they were active and strong years

ago, willing and generous contributors to numerous Masonic enter

prises; now they are old and set about with many limitations, and

their present help counts for but little. Because of the past, however,

these aged ones should be held in esteem, and they should be assured

of a cordial welcome in the Masonic home.

Tm: Roar/m CATHOLIC CHURCH has not always opposed Freema

sonry with the vehemence now shown. In some Catholic communities,

formerly, the Masonic Institution was tolerated, and was accorded a

considerable measure of respect by the ecclesiastical authorities. Bro.

E. T. D. Chambers of Quebec, in a recent paper, referring to the

present attitude of Papacy, says:

“ Yet the time was, in Canada and the city of Quebec, that the use

of a Roman Catholic place of worship—the then church of theJesuits—

was permitted to the Craftsmen for the celebration of divine service,

on the festival of St. John the Evangelist; and it was R. W. Bro.

Claude Denechaud, a prominent French Canadian and Roman Catholic

Freemason, who, half a century later, presided at the public Masonic

ceremonies of laying the corner stone of the famous monument to

Wolfe and Montcalm. The times have changed, however, and though

Freemasonry remains always the same, its enemies have changed with

the times, and not unnaturally either, have progressed in a direction

the exact opposite of that to which the teachings of Freemasonry

continuously points.”

OLD FRIENDS have value. The newcomers cannot altogether fill the

places in our hearts held by those associates and co-workers of many

years. There is a blessed relation of souls established only by long

acquaintance and the sharing of numerous common experiences. Old

friends, therefore, are very dear. Happy are we if we have a few such

frien(ls,_-brethreu and associates who know us as we really are, and

who send out continually the great wave currents of interest, sympathy,

affection. Such friendships are not born in a day. They do not perish

with the going down of the sun. They abide steadfast—a rich property

of the life that now is and a suggestion of the better life to come.

Well did the great poet speak the word of exhortation: “The friends

thou hast, and their adoption tried, grapple them to thy soul with books

of steel.”

A MARKED corr of a Roman Catholic Journal is brought to the atten

tion of the present writer, with a pencilled request that some notice

should be given, in the pages of the Rsvosrrosr, to its severe arraign~
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ment of the Masonic institution. The article, among other accusations,

charges Freemasonry with being “ the foremost of those oath-bound

societies which wage war on the Church of God by secret plottings and

open violence." Of course there is no possible justification for such

false statements. But among ourselves and to ourselves, members of

the Masonic Fraternity, there is no need that we should spend much

time or energy in denying the baseless allegations. We know the utter

falsity of such statements. We can understand, in part at least, why

these charges are preferred—why this antagonism is shown: Free

masonry cannot be used or moulded by the Church of Rome. Free

masonry, in its organic life, is an independent institution, having its

own way of progress and influence clearly marked out, and it neither

seeks the favor nor fears the ban of any church or ecclesiastical power.

Nor LONG AGO in visiting a Masonic Lodge we were greatly im

pressed by the zeal, promptness and ability manifested by the officers.

They were all in their places as the Master’s gavel called the brethren

to order just at the minute fixed for the meeting. They acted in har

mony in performing the duties of their several stations. There was an

alertness of movement, a quickness of response. an intelligence of

expression, which made the opening ceremony of more than ordinary

interest. All through the work of conferring one of the degrees there

was shown the same spirit of earnestness—of knowledge of the text

and ceremonies—and of application of the service in which they were

engaged. How fortunate is a Lodge when its officers are men of such

a stamp and devoted to their duties!

A GREAT deal is said about " Practical Masonry,”--and there is need

of word upon word, and line upon line in the enforcement of the duty

of applying Masonic principles and lessons to real life. It is not

enough to attend Lodge meetings and witness. or participate in the

ceremony of conferring the degrees; nor is it sufficient to approve

Lodge action in rendering a service of benevolence. There is an indi

vidual duty in this respect. Each member is bound to help. aid, and

assist a worthy brother in distress. Let there be no shifting of respon

sibility—no evasion of personal duty.——but as the call is given—as the

opportunity is presented, let the individual Craftsman reach out the

hand of sympathy—of practical helpfulness-and thus make evident

the fact that he is imbued with the sentiments of Freemasonry and is

disposed to put them into practice.

Tm: Masoarc Ins'rn‘unon represents so many elements of an intellec

tual and moral character, that it must as a matter of course maintain a
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sedate and dignified demeanor. It does not exist for the purposes of

amusement. Its functions are not those of mere entertainment. Free

masonry does not require of its followers any preternatural soberness

or oppressive formalism of behavior, but it does demand of them good

order and decorum, a respect for the proprieties of time and place, and

a respect for the principles and lessons signified by the ceremonies of

the Order. There should be no lowering of the high character of the

Masonic system, in an attempt to entertain the multitude. Bro. Rice,

editor of the Masonic Advocate, in the last issue of that excellent pub

lication, utters a protest against what is tolerated sometimes at a Ma

sonic banquet or other festival gathering. He says: “ Any travesty

of the ceremonies of initiation into Masonry by a would-be poet. in re

sponding to a toast. or anything in the least bordering on vulgarity, is,

to put it mildly, in very bad taste, and will make a harmful impression

upon an audience composed of the families of Masons and invited

friends. Let there be nothing on such occasions that will detract from

the dignity and high-standing that has characterized Masonry in the

past, and commanded for the time-honored institution the respect and

admiration of the best class of people in the world.”

A coasnsroaoss'r of the London Freemason advocates the formation

of non-dining lodges, thus saving the money usually appropriated to

refreshments and banquets, to be applied to purposes of benevolence.

He will not make many converts in his crusade against the Fourth De

gree. Of course the eating and drinking under Lodge auspices may be

carried to excess; but after all Freemasonry is a social organization.

and the meetings at the banquet boards contribute not a little to the

fellowship and fraternal feeling which tend to make the Masonic Insti

tution strong and attractive. The editor of the Freemason sensibly re

plies to the correspondent as follows: “ The fact is, the social element

is so important a constituent of our English Masonry, that for a Lodge

to ignore its existence is almost invariably fatal. A Lodge meets only

a few times in the year, and if the social element is struck out of its

curriculum, what chance is there of its members enjoying themselves,

and thereby learning to appreciate each other‘s society, and the quali

ties by which each is distinguished? There is no need to be intemper

ate or extravagant in our observance of the Fourth Degree, but it has

its uses, and amongst these the most important is that it furnishes

brethren with the opportunity they stand in need of.—that of meeting

their fellows and learning to know and respect-one another.”

Is it becoming a common practice for Masons to solicit their friends
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and acquaintances to become members of the Fraternity? Have Ma

sonic Lodges entered into competition with other societies in seeking to

increase their membership? The present writer was privileged not

long since to listen to an interesting address from theGrand Sire of

Odd Fellows, Bro. John W. Stebbins of New York, who is also some

what prominent as a Mason, in which the declaration was made that

Masons are doing a very earnest work in soliciting candidates to re

cruit their Lodges, and that the new departure of going out to select

desirable young men and to urge them to join the Masonic organization,

is now generally favored. This is to be regretted, if true; but we can

not help thinking that the assertion of the distinguished representative

of Odd Fellowship needs to be qualified.

OF COURSE the speaker referred to was presenting an argument in

favor of soliciting candidates. The most desirable men in the com

munity will wait to be invited, he said. The representatives of any

society who wish to see it fiourish must go out after these men who

would add to the strength of the organization. There must be a syste

matic and persistent attempt to gather in new material, else there will

be a falling behind in the race. It is not a new argument. We have

frequently listened to assertions of the same tenor from brethren who

are held is great respect,—and yet we are not convinced that organized

Freemasonry should be solicitous about adding members to the institu

tion. Most certainly it is out of place for a Mason to urge any one to

join the institution ; and he must not go too far in offering asuggestion.

Bao. RICHARD Vaux who died March 22, 1895, as announced in the

April number of the Rarosrroar. was a conspicuous citizen in the com

munity where he dwelt and a rare man. He was an able and influential

Craftsman, deservedly honored in the Masonic Fraternity with which

he has been connected for more than a half century. The Brotherhood

in Philadelphia and Pennsylvania mourn the departure of a noble leader

and a trusted adviser. Well might they repeat to one another in this

time of their bereavement the declarative question which David put to

the people assembled at the grave of Abner the son of Ner: “ Know

ye not that there is a prince and a great man fallen this day in Israel?"

Our deceased brother was great in the best sense of the word, by reason

of his intellectual and moral possessions.

WHO can estimate the value of such services as Bro. Richard Vaux

rendered to the Masonic organization? His breadth of thought, his

logical perceptions, his scholarly habits, united with his ardent attach

ment to Freemasonry, made him the Wise expounder of its truths and

.5
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a safe interpreter of its principles and philosophy. He understood and

set forth the elements of Masonic jurisprudence in a masterly manner

—as all were forced to admit, whether or not they agreed with his con

clusions. As Grand Master. as Chairman of the Committee on For

eign Correspondence of the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, as Editorial

writer in the Keystone, and in numerous other ways. he has made a large

and abiding contribution to our Fraternity. With a grateful apprecia

tion of what he was and what he wrought, we may well say, “ A great

man has fallen in our Israel."

LET no CANDIDATE enter the doors of a Masonic Lodge under the mis

apprehension that he is to be helped in his business or his political aspira

tions by reason of his connection with the Masonic organization. The

applicant who thinks that by joining the Fraternity he is to become

entitled to special assistance in the dealings and interests of every day

life entertains a mistaken idea of the character of the Institution. Of

course there is a bond of friendship and sympathy established between

Craftsmen, and indirectly, out of friendly and close relations thus

formed, some practical benefits may come. But such benefits must not

be counted upon; much less made an inducement for entering the Fra

ternity. The London Freemason, in a recent article on magnifying the

power for good which Freemasonry justly exerts in ameliorating the ills

of humanity and making life broader, sweeter and happier. adds these

apt words: “ Whatever benefits the Mason may receive from his breth

ren in the Craft must spring from his own worthiness, and their sym

pathy if he be in distress; but it is contrary to our principles that a

man should enter Freemasonry from selfish considerations and expecta

tions. He would do more wisely to expect to be a giver rather than a

receiver.”

IN Tm: printed Proceedings of the Grand Chapter of Maine, 1894,

Bro. J. H. Drummond, as Chairman of the Committee on Correspond

, ence, deals with the subject of Public Installations of Masonic Ofiicers,

and takes the ground that it is justifiable to perform the services of

Masonic Installation in the presence of those not members of the Fra—

ternity. The Keystone of recent date joins issue with Bro. Drummond

on this question and maintains that Pennsylvania never has sanctioned

public installations and never will approve the now general practice in

this respect. The claim is put forward that Pennsylvania is the only

jurisdiction where the ancient landmarks have not been departed from

in this matter. “ Pennsylvania is the only Grand Lodge in the world,”

says our esteemed contemporary, “ that adheres to the Dermott system."
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All the others have adopted the Preston standards and so are in error.

The Keystone affirms these three propositions:

I. Public installations of the officers of Lodges could not lawfully

be made under the “ ancient usages ” as prescribed in 1722.

II. Under the Pennsylvania Ahiman Rezons of 1781, 1825 and 1894

the installation ceremonies must be performed within a tyled Lodge

and not in public; and that ’

III. Pennsylvania has adhered to the “ ancient usages,” whilst

other Grand Jurisdictions have departed therefrom.

THERE are born critics and grumblers in the world—men constitution

ally fault-finders who manage to make things uncomfortable wherever

they go or stay. These uncomfortable and dissatisfied people are

deserving of pity, inasmuch as they inherit such a tendency as they do

other traits of individuality. But pity them as we may and should, it

is everyway better to keep them on the outside of the Masonic Frater

nity. If they acquire membership in a Lodge, they will be quite apt

to lower its moral tone and cause much discomfort by their croakings

and complaints. At the best they are never an inspiration to the

Lodge in which they hold membership. They are not cheerful workers

in any branch of Masonic service.

SEVERAL GRAND Lonons have recently given attention to the ques

tions pertaining to Lodge re-imbursement in cases where aid has been

extended to sojourning brethren in distress. One Grand Lodge has

decided that the Lodges in its jurisdiction ought to be repaid for any

expenses incurred in behalf of a sick or destitute brother who has

been helped as a sojourner. It affirms the principle that justice and

equity require the Lodge in which the brother has membership to make

good the sum paid out for his relief. And so bills are sent out and

collections made. .

Au. This may be well enough in the working of the Masonic system

when the claim is presented and acknowledged as between Lodges.

But is the needed aid to be refused a sojourning brother, where no

assurance is given of a re-imbursement of the sum expended? Here

another principle comes in and must have place. Masonic brethren in

sickness and destitution must be cared for even where there is no

ground for expecting a re-payment of the expenses incurred. It is the

sacred duty of every Lodge to extend needed help to the worthy

brother far absent from his own Masonic home, and this aid should be

given quite irrespective of the question whether or not re-imbnrsement

will be made by the Lodge in which the sojourner has membership.
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The Masonic Institution is a benevolent organization in contradistiuc

tion from a “beneficial” society; hence there are larger obligations

devolving upon Lodges, and upon individual Masons, than any thing

set forth in precise rules and outlined in definite terms of requirement.

masnms Hews. -

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Mm

sonic News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. We shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

The Fraternity in Cambridge, Mass.,

Remember a. Brother who has been

Seventy-one Years a. Mason.

Rev. Lucius R. Paige observed his

93d birthday on the eighth of March,

1895; and on the ninth of the next

month, April, he recognized the sev

enty-first anniversary of his initiation

into Freemasnnry. So did some of

the Cambridge brethren recognize this

remarkable event, and they sent to

the venerable Craftsman a basket of

the choicest Jacqueminot roses, one

for each of these many years. Ac

companying the tribute was the fol

lowing letter:

Uansamon, Mass, April 9, 1895.

Dear Brother Paige: The under

signed, representing the several Ma

sonic budies which meet in Calnbrid e

port, request your acceptance of t e

accompan ing token of veneratlou and

love on th s the seventy-first anniver

sary of your initiation into our fra

ternity.

And with our congratulations on

this reuntrkable and happy event are

entwined our kindest wishes for

your continued life, health and hap

piness.

Very respectfully and fraternaliv

yours,

RICHARD W. SUTTON,

Secretary of Ainicable Lodge.

JOHN D. C. Humans,

Secretary of Mizpah Lodge and Cam

bridge (Ihapter, and Recorder Cam

bridge Commandery, K. '1‘.

JAMES L. Burrtm,

Secretary Mt. Olivet Lodge.

To this letter Dr. Paige responded

with courteous words, as follows:

Brethren : Your beautiful token of

remembrance is thankfully received

and keenly appreciated.

The infirmities of age compel me to

refrain from Masonic labor; but I beg

you to believe that my regard for the

institution and interest in its pros

perity is not diminished.

In my old age it is very gratifying

to know that although I am not able

to render any material service, I still

retain the friendship of my brethren.

Fraternally yours,

Looms R. PAIGE.

Cambridge, April 10, 1895.

The Approaching Triennial Con

clave Boston.—Souvenir Badge.

Preparation is being made to wel

come a mighty host of Knights Tem

plars in Boston on the occasion of the
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holding of the Triennial Conclave of

the Grand Encampment in that city

next August. The Sub-Committees

are rendering a careful service, and

are making arrangements to ensure

success in all respects. A souvenir

volume is in preparation, and a souve

nir badge in accordance with an ap

proved design. is now being manufac

tured. The badge may be described

in heraldic terms as follows: A cross

of Salem purple, bearing that of the

hospital gules charged with the seal

of the Grand Commandery of Massa

chusetts and Rhode Island, and encir

cled with the inscription, “Twenty

sixth Triennial Conclave of the Grand

Encampment, K. T. of the U. 8.,"

pendant from two swords in saltire

points upward, whereon is a scroll

enarched displaying the words “ Bos

ton, 1895," and the arms of the States

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island;

crest, a Knight‘s helmet.

it is too early to congratulate our

selves upon being able to meet the

demands for comfort and hospitality

from those who shall be the guests

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island

Knights Templars, in Boston, on the

occasion of the Triennial gathering;

but, if careful attention and earnest,

intelligent work can secure the de

sired results, we are confident that

visiting Knights will not be disap

pointed by their reception at the

"Hub" next August.

Feast of the Paschal Lamb.—Scot

tish Rite Service.

The Feast of the Passover or of the

Paschal Lamb was opened by Boston

Chapter of Rose Croix, 18°, on Mann

dy Thursday, April 11th ultimo, at

the United States Hotel. Boston.

There was an impressive rendering

of the ritual service appropriate to

the occasion. The ceremonial of the

unleavencd bread and wine, with “the

extinguishing of the lights, ’ followed

the singing of “ Palm Branches " by

the Schuman Male Quartctte. Fol

lowing the ceremony was an elaborate

banquet, at which covers were laid for

one hundred and twenty-tive persons.

The presiding ofiicer, Ill. Andrew

Creelman. 33°, delivered an address of

welcome. The following toasts and

addresses constituted the arranged

programme: “Principles of Mason

ry,” by M. iii. Wheeler Cable, 33°,

and M. P. Sov. Grand Commander;

“Boston Consistory," by 111. H, 1).

Sterling, 32°, Commander-iu-Uhiel’;

“Our Ladies," by James H. Osgood,

33"; “Boston Chapter of Rose Uroix,“

by ill. J. Loring 'l‘hnyer, 33°, and M.

P. K. Orator-and Past Commander-in

Chief; “Boston Council, Princes of

Jerusalem," by ill. J. W. Johnson,

M. D., 32°, and M. E. and 3.1’. G. LL;

“Boston Lodge of Perfection," by

Samuel Hathaway, 32°, M. P. K. 5.,

and ill. Bro. R. L. Day, 33“, spoke on

the general aims of the Order, and the

ceremonials in particular.

Grand Commandery of Connecticut

—Preliminary Meeting.

A brief notice of the annual con

clave held at Meriden. March 10, 1895,

appeared in last month‘s issue of the

Rsrosrroar; but having sincc read

the printed reports furnished by the

Grand Recorder, Sir Knight Eli Coe

Birdsey, an addendum to the previous

notice seems in order. The total mem

bership in the subordinate command

eries is 2,214; the net increase during

last year being 158. Sir Hugh Stirling

of Bridgeport was elected to the office

of Grand Commander and Sir Eli C.

Blrdsey was elected Grand Recorder,

succeeding Sir-KnightJos. K. Wheeler

deceased. On the evening preceding

the meeting of the Grand Command

ery the Order of the Temple was ex
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emplifled by St. Elmo Commandery,

Meriden, in their well appointed Asy

lum, and before the officers and mem

bers of the Grand Body and numerous

visitors. It was excellent work and

everyway edifying and instructive.

A banquet at the Winthrop followed.

Some 150 Sir Knights were seated at

the tables. The Meriden Journal gives

a long and readable account of the

post-prandiai exercises. From its re

port we learn that our friend the

Grand Treasurer of the Grand En

campment of the United States, Hon.

H. Wales Lines, presided and acted as

toastmaster at the exercises that fol

lowed the supper. Past Commander

E. B. Everett welcomed the visitors

in a few well chosen remarks. Grand

Commander Wilson gave a speech on

the “Good of the Order,” as did Dep

uty Grand Commander Hugh Stirling,

of Bridgeport, Grand Generalissimo

Johnson, of New Haven, Grand Cap

tain General S. M. Bronson, of Hart

ford, Grand inspector Fred A. Spen

cer, of Waterbury, Past Grand Com

mander Henry Woodward, of- Middle

town, benator O. H. Platt, Past Grand

Commanders Costello Lippert, of Nor

wich, Christian Swartz. of Norwalk;

Sir Knights Lee, of New London, and

Fuller, of Danbury, and Secretary of

State W. C. Mowry, of Norwich. The

exercises continued for a period of

several hours much to the satisfaction

of the brethren and Sir Knights cou

ccrned.

New Organization of Scottish Rite

Masons at Augusta, Maine.

A Dispensation dated March 5, 1895,

has been granted by Grand Command

er Paimer to 'i‘reby Johnson, M.'.l’.'. G.-. M.'., Thomas A. Jewett,

Gs. Hs. P.-. D.-. G.-. M.-., Austin D.

Knight, Ms. Sn. G.-. W.-., Hen

ry S. Webster, Ms. J.'. Gs. W.-_

and James A. Craig, Charles A. Price,

Charles B. Adams, Alton Sawyer, W -

G. Preble, Alfred P. Fitleld, Edwin

P. Stuart, to open a Council of Prin

cess of Jerusalem in the Valley of

Augusta. By theinterestalready mani

fested on the part of these brethren

and their associates it is evident that

the newly formed Council will have a

good measure of success. The work

ing of the degrees by the officers who

have consented to take the several

stations will not be lacking either in

earnestness or intelligence. Gardiner,

Augusta, Water-ville and other places

in the vicinity where Freemasonry

flourishes will furnish an abundance

of first class material for the new

Council.

Presentation of a Costly Templar

Jewel to Rev. M. S. Hughes, of

Portland, Maine.

The Masonic Journal, April issue,

gives an interesting report of a fare

well reception and dinner tendered to

Rev. Bro. Matt S. Hughes, pastor of

the Chestnut Street Methodist Church,

Portland, for the last four years, who

is about leaving fora new field of labor

in Minneapolis. After partaking of

an excellent supper Bro. Frank R.

Redlon addressed the clergyman, say

ing: “ When your decision to leave

our city became known, some of your

Masonic friends concluded that you

should take with you a token of their

friendship. I therefore take great

pleasure in presenting to you the em

blem of Masonry which we hope you

will wear with as much pleasure as it

gives us to present it."

The present consisted of a very hand~

some Knights Templar jewel, studded

with diamonds and rubies. On the

outside it bears the following inscrip

tion: “ St. Alban Commandery, No. 8,

Portland, Me." The reverse reads:

“Matt S. Hughes from Portland

friends, 1895." The recipient re
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sponded in words touched by a ten

der and fraternal feeling. He said

that he should wear the jewel with a

twofold pleasure, first, because of the

truths it represents, and secondly, be

cause lt signifies the esteem of his

Portland brethren. Bros. Jos. A.

L0cke, Albro E. Chase and others

made excellent addresses, all compil

mentary to Bro. Hughes.

Death of Past Grand Master Albert

Moore, of Maine.

Bro. Albert Moore died at his home

in North Anson, Maine, on Sunday,

April 7th ultimo, having attained the

age of about seventy years. He was

an esteemed and prominent citizen.

As edttor of a paper published weekly,

the Union Advocate, he exercised a

considerable influence and made good

proof of his intellectual ability. He

was a devoted member of the Demo

cratic party and had held several im

portant offices. He had been a Mason

for some forty years. in 1875 and ’76

he held the office of Grand Master of

Masons in Maine. In his discharge of

the duties of that exalted position he

made proof of ability, strength of

purpose, and a fraternal disposition.

He was sensible and outspoken—a

noble man and a true Mason. The

Craftsmen of Maine are called to

mourn the departure of a wise and

trusted leader.

The Loving Cup Presented to the

Lodge of St. Andrew, Boston, June

28, 1894.

On other pages of this number of

the REPOSITORY the story of the Lov

ing (‘up in general, and of two cups

in particular, is told; and a showing

is made of the form, symbolic orna

mentation, etc., of each of the last

named cups. The correspondence be

tween the donors of the cup to the

ledge 01 St Andrew and, the Seare

tary of that Lodge, is herewith ap

pended, as of interest in connection

with what is elsewhere shown respect

ing this prized memento. We are in

debted to R. W. Bro. S. D. Nickerson,

Grand Secretary, for copies of the

letters.

Bosroa, June 28th, 1894.

To the Members of the Lodge of St. An

drew :

GENTLEMEN.—Please accept the en

closed Loving Cup in remembrance of

our father, the late Charles Allen

Browne, who, had he lived until this

month, June, 1894, would have cele

brated the fiftieth anniversary of his

membership with the Lodge of St.

Andrew.

Given in loving memory of his chil

dren,

DR. \VIIJJAM A. Baowxs,

lisnscca A. GREEN.

Bos’ron, JULY 5, 1894,

Dr. Wm. A. Browne and Mrs. Rebecca

A. Green:

At the quarterly meeting of the

Lodge of St. Andrew, held June 28,

1894. the exquisitely beautiful Loving

Cup was received, which you have

presented in memory of your father,

our late Brother, Charles Allen

Browne, who would on that day have

completed fifty years of membership.

Two of our Brethren were present,

who had joined the Lodge on the same

day with him, and all present were

duly impressed by the commemora

tion of an anniversary of such ex

treme interest.

The first use of the cup was in

pledging the honored memory of our

departed Brother, which was done in

solemn and ancient form.

Your gift is, and always will be,

treasured by the Lodge as among its

most precious possessions, and i am

itstructed to convey to you the thanks

of each and all of the members, for

the valued memorial of him, who was

our beloved Brother, as well as your

own honored father.

Accept the expression of our grati

tude, and the assurance of our sincere

interest in your welfare.

Respectfully and most faithfully

yours,

WM. F. Dans,

Secretary of the Lodge of St. Andrew.
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THE MIDDLE STATES

Quarterly Meeting of Masonic Vet

erans' Association of Pennsylvania.

The meeting held at Masonic Tem

ple, Philadelphia, on Saturday even

ing, March 30, 189.3, was of special

interest. Bro. Robert Arthur pre

sided and gave a cordial welcome to

members and guests. At a previous

meeting a handsome copy of the pub

lished proceedings of the Veterans‘

Association~ of Washington, D. (3.,

had been presented to the Pennsyl

vania organization. The donor of the

hook, William S. Roose, was present

at this meeting and entertained the

Brethren with some interesting rem

iniscences, particularly his assoeiation

in the aforetime with Masons in Phila

delphia.

The President announced that since

the last meeting the following mem

bers of the Association had died:

Bros. George Nass, Theodore Julius,

Jr., Banner Thomas and Richard

Vaux, after which Past President,

Bro. Wm. H. Burkhardt, made some

appropriate and entertaining remarks,

especially referring to Bro. Vaux,

with whom he had been so long and

intimately acquainted.

THE WEST.

A Backward Movement.

It is with a feeling of regret that we

read one portion of the report of pro

ceedings of the Grand Lodge of Kan

sas at the recent meeting of that body,

held February 21, 1895. Our refer

ence is to the action taken in regard

to the proposed establishment of a

Masonic Home. The following resolu

tion was passed by 562, as against

268 votes: ‘

Resolved, That the action of the

Grand Lodge at its last Annual Com

munication in appropriating and or

dering paid to the Kansas Masonic

Home the sum of money then in the

hands of the Grand Treasurer, raised

‘by the special assessment of one dol

lar for each member borne on the roll

of the Lodges, and which sum aggre

gated 813,326.15 be rescinded. and that

said sum, together with the. Sum of

$2,294 collected by the Grand Seen.L

tary on said assessment. and now in

the Special Fund so-called, be trans

ferred to the Charity Fund of the

Grand Lodge.

Kansas Masons seem to have caught

the prevailing sentiment of their

Michigan brethren, as respects the

support of Masonic Homes, and so

have entered upon a retrograde move

ment

Death of Bro. A. V. H. Carpenter.

The present writer has a pleasant

remembrance of Bro. Carpenter of

Wisconsin, whose death occurred in

the early part of last month. Asso

ciated with him at one time, agood

number of years ago, in the prosecu

tion of a matter of Templar interest,

the favorable impressions formed re

specting him were strengthened by

the correspondence that lasted for

several months. Bro. Carpenter ful

filled a large measure of usefulness

in the departments of Symbolic and

Templar Masonry. He had been hon

ored by election to the highest otiices

in each. In 1870 he was advanced to

the 33°. He was a true man and a

faithful Mason. The Tidings, in pay

ing tribute to his memory and worth,

says: “ The Masons of Wisconsin

loved Brother Carpenter for his gen

erous. kindly nature, his ever present

courtesy, his manly, loyal qualities,

his devotion to the interests of the

Fraternity. While we thus deeply

mourn his loss, let us strive to emu

late his virtues. 'l‘hese. virtues cannot

be written upon his tomb, but they
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are engraved in the hearts of men,

women and children, of kindred and

friends; they are recorded in the great

book of last account and will have an

influence for good for many years to

come."

11%00118, Magazines, etc.

Tm: Snmuouzru, Edited by George

C. Connor, Nashville, 'l‘enn.v Pub

lished by Brandon Printing Co. 212

pages. Price 81.25.

A new edition of this Templar Moni

tor containsa “third appendix“ which

adds to the value of the work. This

appendix contains directions for

Ofiicial Receptions; hints to Eminent

Commanders aml rules of order; Rit

ual for Divine Worship—tor a Com

mandery of Sorrow, for (‘hristlnas

service. etc.,—together with forms

and suggestions that may be of use

on various 'l‘emplar occasions. 'l‘his

fifth edition of Shibboleth has been

thoroughly revised and is printed in

an attractive form. Its author, Bro.

Geo. C. Connor who died in l894, was

Secretary of the Committee on Ritual

which reported at Denver in 1892. and

because of this fact and for other rea

sons had exceptional qualifications

for preparing a Templar Monitor.

POETRY or Fussuasosar. By Dr.

Bob. Morris. New Edition. Illus

trated. The Werner Company Pub

lishers, 160-174 Adams street Chica

go, Illinois. Price in cloth—plain,

82.75-ornamental, 83.50.

The new edition of this work which

has been out of print for seven years

is attractive in its text and by its em

bellishments, etc. It is well printed

on fine super calendered paper, hand

somely bound. and makes a quarto

Volume of some. four hundred pages,

which is indeed fair to look upon. In

the edition just issued much new mat

ter has been added including a por

trait and biography of Dr. Morris

written from data furnished by his

son, Bro. Robert Morris, Jr., of

Franklin, Ky. The work in its pres

ent improved form represents the

complete writings of Bro. Morris,

designated as "Masonic Poet Lau

reate," together with a number of

Masonic poems by other authors.

This work forms the only great col

leciion of the Poetry of Freemasonry

and well deserves the favor of

thoughtful, leading Masons.

'l'ur. MONIST—A QUARTERLY MAGA

The Open Court Publishing

Co., 324 Dearhorn St.,

Illinois.

ZINE.

Chicago.

Price 82 yearly; Single

copy, 50 cts.

The January issue of this Magazine,

edited by Dr. Paul Carns, contains a

number of instructive and timely

papers. Among these are the follow

ing: “Longevity and Death,” by Geo.

J. Romanes; “The Advancement of

Ethics,“bv Dr. Francis E. Abbott;

“Ought the United States Senate to

he Reformed?" by Moncure D. Con

way; “Christian Missions: A Trian

gular Debate before the Nineteenth

Century Club of New York," Rt.

Rev. Bishop 1. M. 'l‘hobum, Virchand

R. Gandhi, and Dr. Paul Cams. These

papers with others of interest, editor

ial notices. etc., make the number un

der review one of special value. The

- 7



442 FREEMASONS IZE'POSJ7'01:? Y.

Mania: is conducted with signal ability

and it occupies a field of broad discus

sion respecting scientific, soda], and

moral questions. It deserves a liberal

support.

DUNLAP CHAPTER or miss Caour,

of the Scottish Rite, sitting in the

Valley of Portland, Maine. Charter,

By-iaws, etc., also list of members

past and present. The Tucker Print

ing Co., Portland, Me.

A neatly printed pamphlet of some

fifty pages, containing much informa

tion of special value to the members

of Dunlap Chapter of Rose Croix

Masons, has recently been issued.

The present ofiicers of this flourishing

organization are. the following: Rufus

H. iiinkley, 83”, Master; L. W.

Fobes, 32", Senior Warden; Martin A.

Dillingham, 32° Junior Warden;

Bryce McLellan Edwards, 32°, Grand

Orator; Jona. A. Merrill, 33°, Treas

urer; Millard F. Hicks, 33°, Secre

tary; Francis E. Chace, 32°, Master

of Ceremonies; Wm. S. Covay, 32°,

Captain of the Guard.

PU'rNAlu's HISTORICAL MAGAZINE,

Edited and published by Eben Put

nam, Salem, Mass. Subscription

price 82 per year. Single copies 25

cents.

This publication has special interest

for persons who are fond of New

England History. Mr. Putnam is a

diligent and careful investigator, and

is favored in such work by years of

experience, during which he has be

come familiar with the sources of his

toric information. The April number

contains a “List of Aged Friends,"

copied from the Rhode island records;

“English Aid to Lexington Sufferers ;"

“Coat Armor;" “Perkins Family in

England," with four charts; “Muster

Roll of Capt. Eieazer Tyng, 1725;"

Notes and Queries, etc., with other

papers, the whole contents showing

careful selection and preparation for

the purposes in view.

THE AMERICAN HISTORICAL REGIS

TER A monthly Gazette of the

Patriotic-Hereditary Societies of the

United States. The Historical Reg

ister Publishing Co., Philadelphia.

Pa. Subscription price 83 per year.

This valuable periodical is published

under the auspices of the American

Historical Association. Its Editor-in

Chicf is Charles H. Browning, and the

Associate Editors include representa

tives of_ the prominent patriotic-he

reditary societies throughout the coun

try. Among the list are the names of

Rt. Rev. Wm. S. Perry, D. D., Bishop

of Iowa; Monsignor Robert Seton,

D. D., New York; Judge C. C. Bald

win of 0hi0, and others of widespread

reputation. One of the leading arti

cles in the March number. “Freema

sonry in the Continental Army," ap

pears on other pages of this issue of

the REPOSITORY. The American His

torical Register deserves, and no doubt

will receive, a large patronage. The

members of the Patriotic Secieties may

be expected to subscribe—and many

other persons of historical tastes and

patriotic feelings will desire the Reg

ister.
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R. W. George M. Curpenlcr,

M. W. Edward L. Freeman,

Rev. and M. W. Wm. N. Ackley,

asses:

33%.?33

. Henry W. Rugg,

. W. Edwin Baker,

Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR1894-95.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Elisha H. Rhodes, No. 9, Pawtuxet, Grand Master.

Edward P. Lowden, No. 10, Pawtucket, Deputy Grand Master.

William H. Crawley, No. 3, Warren, Senior Grand Warden.

Cyrus M. Van Slyck, N0. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

. Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

. Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

Milton Livsey, No. 36, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Frederick G. Stiles, No. 37, Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phcnix, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. Arthur H. Armington, No. 21, Providence, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Charles B. Manchester, N0. 4, Providence, Fifth Dist. D. G. Master.

asses

ev. and W. Henry W. Rugg, D.D., No. 1. Providence, Grand Chaplain.

Albert H. Williams, No. 37, Providence, Senior Grand Deacon.

W. Howard Walker, No. 10, Pawtucket, Junior Grand Deacon.

Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Senlor Grand Steward. _

Joseph M. Bates. N0. 24, Central Falls, Junior Grand Steward.

Philip S. Chase, No. 22, Portsmouth, Grand Master.

William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Grand SWOrd Bearer.

James E. Tillinghast, No. 27, Providence, Grand Pursuivant.

Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.
l

. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry G. Armstrong.

FORElGN connssrounauca.

W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

W. J. M. Addcmun,

cnau'rans AND BY-LAWS.

It. W. George N. Bliss,

R. W. J. Howard Manchester.

GRAND orrlcnns‘ uaPon'rs.

M. W. Newton D. Arnold,

M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M. D.,

M. W. Stillman White.

W. W. 11. Scott.
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WEBB MONUMENT.

R, W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIA LS

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunce.

ASSIGNMENT 0F LODGEB FOR OFFICIAL YISITATION, ETC.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawtuckct;

Jenks Lotfge, No. 24. Central Falls; Corinthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence;

Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtucket; Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, Block

Island; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centredale; to constitute the First

Masonic Distr.ct, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Milton Livsey.

Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren; St. Alban’s Lodge, No.6, Bristol; St.

Paul’s Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Temple

Lodge, No. 18, Greenvillc; What Cheer Lodge, No. 21, Providence; Ionic

Lodge, No. 28, Greene ; Doric Lodge, No. 38, Auburn ; to constitute the Second

Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand

Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wickford; Harmony Lodge, No. 4, Pawtuxet;

King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11, East Greenwich; Manchester Lodge, No. 12,

Anthony; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, ()layville; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope

Valley ; Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, Providence; to constitute the Third Masonic

District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master J.

Ellery Hudson.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13,

Woonsocket; St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Newport; Franklin Lodge, No. 20,

Westerly; Rising Sun Lodge, No. 30, East Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34,

Lonsdale; Orpheus Lodge, No. 36, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Ma

sonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master

Arthur H. Armington. '

Friendship Lodge, No. 7. Chepnchet; Mount Moriah Lodge, No.8, Lime

rock; Eureka Lodge, No. 22, Portsmouth; Hope Lodge, No. 25, Wakefield;

Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence; Nes

tell Lodge, No. 37, Providence ; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to

be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Charles B. Manchester.
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Masonic Meetings, May, 1895.

[This list. is intended to include meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

We trust, by the help of Secretaries and other: interested in the various

Maeonlc bodies, to be able to present a complete and accurate list for each month—EDITOR]

those held in Providence.

LODGES.

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . .No. 31... . .New Shoreham. . . . . . . . . . . .Satnrday evening, 4.

Barney Merry. . No. 29. .. Pawtncket. . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 9.

Churily . . . . . . . ..No. 23. . . . . Hope Valley. . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thnrsday “ 2.

Doric . . . . . . . . . . .No. 38. . . . Auburn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday " 8.

Eureka . . . . . . . . . . N0. 22. _ . . . Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tucsdny “ 7.

Friendship . . . . . . .No. 7.. ...Chepachet . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sulurday “ 4.

Franklin . . . . . . . ..No 20.....Westerly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Tuesday “ 7.

Granite . . . . . . . .No. 26. . . . Harrisville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 11.

Hamilton. .....No. 15. ...Clayville. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturdny “ 4.

Harmony .. No. 9, ..PawtuXct . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesdny “ 7.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . .No. 25. . . . Wakefield . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 8.

Ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 28. . . .Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 3.

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . ..No_ 24. ..Central Falls . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 20.
King Soiomon's...No. 11.....East Greenwich . . . . . . . ..l..’l‘nesday “ 7.

Manchester . . . . . . .No. 12.. . . .Antliony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Fridny “ 3.

Mount Moriah . . .No. 8.. . . .Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday " 3.

Morning Star.... No. 13 ....Woonsocket. .....’l'hursday “ 2.

Rising Sun. . . . . .No. 30.... East Providence. .Annunl. . Friday " 24.

Roger Williams. .No. 32. . . .Centredalc . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Suturday “ 4.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. “ - " 25.

St. Alban's. No. 6 Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..chnesday “ 8.

St. John‘s. . . . _ . . vNo. l. . . ..Newport . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 6.

St. Paul's . . . . .. N0. 14.... Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 13.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 18. .. Greenville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Satnrday “ 11.

Union. . . . . . . . ..No. 10 ....P.iwiueket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 8.

Unity. . . . . . . . . . .No. $14. .. Lonsdnle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 7.

Warwick . . . . . . . . .No. 16. .. Plienix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursdny " 2.

Washington..... No. Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 7.

Washington. . . . No. . . . . Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 6.

norm. anon CIIAI‘I‘EHS.

Aquidneek . . . . . ..No. 9.. . . .Portsmonih . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday evening. 6.

Franklin . . . . . . . ..No. 7. ...[iope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 8.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . . No. 6. . ..Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 6.

Landmark . . . . .. N0. 10.....Pl1enix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday " 10.

Newport... . . . . . No. 2.. . . .Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesdny “ 28.

Pawtucket . . . . . . .No. 4. ...inluckct . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesduy “ 15.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 3. ...Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..-..Wednesdny “ l5.

Scituate .No. 8. ...Beituate . . . . . . . . ..Saturday " 11.

Union . . . . . . . . . ..No. 5. ...Woonsuckut . . . . . . . . . . . ...Monday “ 6.
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COUNCILS, R. AND S. M.

Deblois. . . . . . . . . .No. 5.. ...Newp0rt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday evening, —.

Pawtucket . . . . . ..No. 2. ...Pawtucket . . . . . . .. . . . . . . ..M0nday “ 6.

Webb . . . . . . . . . ..No. 3.. . . .Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'I‘uesday “_ 28.

Woonsocket. ....N0. 4.....Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday- “ 2|.

COMMANDERIES.

Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . .. No. 29.. .. .Norlh Attleboro, Mass. .Fridny evening, 3.

Godfrey de Bouillon..No. 25... . .Fall River, Mass. . . . . . . .Monday “ 20.

Holy Sepulchre . . . . ..N0. 8. .. .Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 17.

Narragansett . . . . , . . ..No. 27.....Weslerly......u .. .. .Mondny " 18.

-Sulton . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 16. . . . .New Bedford, Mass ...Thursdny “ 2.

Woonsocket... . . . . . “No. 24.....Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 14.

Milford . . . . . . . . . . . . ..No. 11. . . . .Milford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Mond:iy “ 27.

SCOTTISH RITE BODIES.

Van Renselaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . .. Tuesday evening, 9.

Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FO R M AY, 1895.

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday evening, 15.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 2.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday " 3.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " 7.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35., . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday " 13.

Orpheus Lodge, No. 36 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday " 8.

Nestell Lodge, No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'. . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Thursday " 9. I

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 16.

Providence Council, Crvptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Friday “ 10.

St. John‘s Commandery, No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 6.

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 7.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday “ 22.

Adelphoi Lodge, No. 33, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 7.

Grand Lodge. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday 20.

Grand Commandery.of Mass. and R. I. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. —.
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filiiltode Island and lilioinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local lnterestwlil appear.

Secretaries and other otllcers oi Masonic bodies, and interested brethren, an- invltcd and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, notices, etc, received by the Editor not llter than

the 20th ofnny month will find place in the issue of the month next. following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.l

'l'iIF. Iltsrom' or FREEMASONRY in Rhode Island, with a full account of the

celebration of the One Hundredth Anniversary 0! the Grand Lodge of this

jurisdiction, held June 24, 1891, and numerous statistical exhibits, is now

ready for binding. This Memorial publication, issued under the authority of

the Grand Lodge, will appear as a volume of nearly one thousand pages,

embellished by portraits and other illustrations, clearly printed on paper of

an excellent quality and bound in an attractive style. It will be furnished to

brethren at a cost but little exceeding the cost of publication.

VISITS or INSPECTION were made to St. Johns Commandery and Calvary

Commander-y, Providence, on the dates of the regular meetings, respectively,

in April. E. Sir Henry S. Rowe, Grand Lecturer ot the Grand Commandery

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, attended bya numerous and distinguished

suite of Sir Knight-s, conducted the inspection of St. Johns. E. Sir George

M. Carpenter, Commander, received the visitors with graceful words of wei

come, to which a happy response was made by Sir Knight Rowe. At the

close of the formalities of inspection, the Order of the Red Cross was exempli

fied in a particularly impressive manner. A banquet followed and addresses.

E. Sir George E. Hilton. Grand Sword Bearer of the Grand (lommandcry of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, attended by some fifteen prominent Knights

of thejurisdiction, inspected Calvary Commandery, and witnessed the confer

ring of the Order of the Temple. The work was excellently rendered. E. Sir

James E. 'l‘illlnghast, Commander, presided and welcomed the ofiicial visitor,

Sir Knight Hilton, who responded with appropriate words. A banquet and

speaking followed.

FRIDAY EVENING, March 29, 1895, was a notable occasion in the history of

What Cheer Lodge, Providence, which met that evening in Special Communi

cation to confer the sublime degree of Master Mason, having for her guests

M.-_ Wx. E. H. Rhodes, Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, and M -.

W.'. E. B. Holmes, Grand Master of Masons in Massachusetts, together with

other distinguished Craftsmen. The work was rendered with accessories

intended to give dramatic effect to the personifications and lessons, and was,

indeed, a well conducted and effective presentation of scenes, events, incidents,

characters, etc., according to the purpose of those who arranged the same.

The Musical Selections were composed by W. Hamilton C. McDougal. and

the text was written and arranged by R. W. Edwin Baker, who acted as

“Grand Master of Ceremonies." Bros. Herbert E. Brown, Andrew B. Eddy,

John E. Williams and William W. Flint gave a forcible and artistic rendering

to the hymns, chants, recitations, etc. Bro. Arthur C. Anthony sang a bari

tone solo in a most pleasing manner. The illustrations of the degree shown

by R. W. Frederick G. Stiles and Bros. Wilbur W. Bridge and Frank P. Eddy

were finely displayed. The Master, John C. Ardern, and his associate oflicers
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performed their several parts with a ready and intelligent ability. At the close of

the interesting ceremonies, witnessed by the largest gathering which the present

writer has seen in Freemasons Hall, addresses were delivered by Grand

Master Rhodes, Grand Master Holmes, and others of the guests. The exer

cises of the evening closed at a late hour.

THE GRAND COUNCIL OF RoYAI. AND SELECT MASTERS of Rhode Island

met at Freemasons llall, Providence, in Annual Assembly, on April ninth

ultimo. There. was a fair attendance. The (irand Recorder, Bro. W. R.

Greene, has kindly furnished to the lh-zroslTon a summary of the proceedings.

'l‘m‘. Iinoor: ISLAND Masomc VETERAN AssoCIATIoN held its Quarterly

meeting. April 19th ult.. in the parlors of Freemasons Hall in Providence.

There was a large attendance, and the membership already about one hundred

and fifty was still further increased by the admission of a round dozen of new

members. 'I he evening was passed in the usual quiet and social way. A rep

resentative of the Veteran Association of the State of (,‘onnccticut was present

and was cordially welcomed by the President, to whose greeting the visiting

brother made. fitting reply. A minute respecting the Masonic life and service

of the late Brother Samuel G. Stiness was presented and ordered recorded.

The Veterans, remembering the enjoyable outing held last summer at “Rhodes‘

on the Pawtuxet," appointed a committee to arrange fora similar one the com

ing season. The business session being at an end a light collation was in

order which was the better enjoyed in consequence of the announcement by

the President that nobody would be called upon for a speech. This greatly

mitigates the “horrors of war“ to Veteran brethren andcnables them to enjoy

a lunch or banquet w.th augmented satisfaction.

AT A RECENT GELl-IHRA’I‘ION of the semi-centennial anniversary of a Lodge

of Odd Fellows, in Providence, to which Odd Fellows only were privileged to

attend, an exception was made by inviting the Grand Master of Masons in

Rhode Island, M.'. We. Bro. E. H. Rhodes, to be present, and to respond to

a sentiment recognizing the high character of Freemasonry. Grand Master

Rhodes, although not an ()dd Fellow. attended the anniversary and made an

appropriateaddress. Probably he did not realize that he was an outsider,

inasmuch as one-half of the audience, at least, are numbered among the

Masonic Fraternity.

ON an inserted leaf of this. number of the Rl-IPOSITORY a picture is shown

of the artistic Loving (‘up recently presented to W. Bro. Geo. H. Burnham.

The inscription on the cup is herewith given as explanatory of the cause and

occasion of the gift:

1873

THIS LOVING CUP

1s Pnrzsrtx'ren TO

WORSHIPFUL GEORGE HENRY BURNHAM

BY

ST. JOHNS LODGE

ANCIENT Furzr: AND ACCEPTED MASONS

Nt‘Mm-zu ()er 1x an; ’l'owx or Puovun-zscrz,

As A Vlsmur. MEANS 0F APPRECIATION 0F ms

'l‘wrzxrr-oxr: YEARS or Seance

As 'l‘maAstTera or THE LODGE.

1894.
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Freemasens Kepesi

s. L. seesaw a sore} Terms $2.00 per annum. )nsuav w. aces,

Puamsnans. (IN ADVANCE. EDITOR.
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I will be swift to serve thee, Brother,

Whene‘er thy need demands;

No rest my foot shall know, nor other

Employment find my hands,

Until thy want relief hath known-—

For thou art bound to me

By Mystic Tie that doth postpone

The love of self for thee.

I will remember thee, Brother.

When, on my knees my prayer

To God ascends, and I must smother,

Before his righteous ear,

All selfish wish, all evil thought—

For, truly, are not we

Children of one house! and I ought

Daily to pray for thee.

I will speak well of thee, my Brother,

Present or absent, still

A good report unto another

Of thee, my tongue shall till;

For we are near, and thy good name

Is ever dear to me—

'l‘hrough evil and through good the same,

I will be true to thee.

I will defend thee always, Brother,

And at my prompt rebuke

The slanderer his talc shall smother,

And shame suffuse his look.

If danger threaten, I will warn,

In time for thee to fly—

And thus my actions will adorn

And show my love to thee. —Freemason.
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Iack ililalgard’s Battling.

JACK HALYARD. literally christened Jack after an old

friend of the family, was fortunate in having loving parents

~ and a few warm friends; unfortunate in losing the kindest of

mothers when l was seventeen, and my good father a few years later.

My father, a well-to-do merchant, had taken in charge, l)ut,,as it

turned out, had, unfortunately, not adopted, the orphan son of a life

long friend and brother Mason, Past Master Carlton Croft. Tommy

Croft was many years younger than I, and] think as light-hearted,

whole-souled, truthful a lad as I ever met. He was small, very small,

for his years, but what there was of him was, when he was awake. ever

in motion. Lithe and supple as a panther, graceful as a fawn. with a

face singularly handsome, and an eye like a gazelle’s, tender, appeal

ing, but scintillaut, and a voice low, but clear and musical; how he

won all hearts and how his friends loved him! Tommy had been a

babe when he came to us, only a year before my mother’s death, and

when I became twenty-one he was just five years old, but even then it

would have tested the strength of a boy twice his weight to have held

him down.

Among my father and mother’s warmest friends was Senior Warden

Paul Hildreth and Lucy, his wife, known of all as Annty Hildreth.

He was a true man, but modest withal. and had refused time and again

to accept the nomination for a seat in the East, but they took advan

tage of his temporary absence on business, and elected him Master,

and so it was that he presided when I took my degrees.

This was in the early fifties, and California was the lodcstone that

drew adventurous thousands to the Pacific Slope. I may say for my

self that I had been a diligent student, and was a little worn with my

devotion to the “ midnight oil,” and my father suggested a few

months’ travel. I at once suggested a trip around Cape Horn to Cali

fornia. This was more than he had bargained for, but when he saw

that my heart was set on the venture, and learned that several of our

mutual acquaintances would sail by the next outgoing vessel, he cou

sented. I need not linger at this point. One of our party was my

father’s firm friend, went out to engage in trade, employed me as head

clerk, prospered, gave me a handsome salary for a year, and then came

a letter announcing my father’s sudden death. It was from Paul Hil

dreth, who had been appointed administrator of the estate, of which I

was sole heir. My father had made no will. The letter suggested that
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I come home, although there was no particular reason for haste, it said,

as my father had left his estate in excellent shape, and all was safe.

The Hildreths would care for little Tommy. But my father's death

affected me inexpressibly, and unfittcd me for business. I was alone

in the world. I exphasize the word. Utter desolation better expresses

my state of mind.

One night, about a month previous, I had been the means of saving

the money, and perhaps the life, of one Captain John Buckthorn,

master of the good ship Harold Brothers, plying between San Francisco

and English ports, vvia New York. He had been stunned by a blow

from behind, and three rutIians were completing their work when I ap

proached at the turn of a corner. They were too busy to notice me,

and as a revolver in those days was as much a part of a man's toilet

as his tooth-brush, I did not hesitate a moment to use mine. One of

the rutfians fell before my fire, the other two sprang to their feet, and,

seeing my revolver aimed in their direction, ran for dear life, and left

me master of the field. The report had reached the ears of a police

man, and others, and the wounded man and the captain were taken to

the hospital. The latter was out. in a week, the rutiian, I am glad to

say, was not. He was laid up six months under the doctor’s care. and

was then sent up for six years at hard labor for the State. The other

two were caught. and went up for eight years—probably for running

away, and leaving their wounded pal behind them.

And so it was that, when I had determined to go home, Captain

John, as he like to have his friends call him, begged me to accept a

berth in his cabin, a seat at his table free of charge. and would not

take no for an answer. I accepted his kind otter. Had I known—but

it is all over, and I have no regrets to worry over. I

The vessel was not especially designed for carrying many passengers

and there were but twenty, all told, who embarked with us. Nothing

of unusual interest occurred at first, and Ihad ample opportunity to

form acquaintances, butl in my sad mood I found most consolation in

the beautiful face, blue eyes and baby prattle of a two-year-old child

of a lady passenger, en route for England. The mother was highly

intelligent, perfect in manner, tastefuly dressed, and with a bearing of

one used to high social position. The child “took” to me, and the

mother rewarded me with a gracious smile, as on pleasant days I paced

the deck with her idol, or amused it by various devices known only to

those who love children as I do. The mother’s name was a peculiar

one, and when the time came for me to recall it. it had escaped me.

Whether she were wife or widow I knew not, nor cared to inquire.
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We rounded the Horn safely and were well up the coast of South

America, when we were beset by a series of southeastern gales, that

blew us from our course, and these were followed by five days of the

roughest weather. the captain declared, he had ever encountered. Our

sails were in shreds, our topmasts wrenched away, and the still power

ful ship was floating upon that storm-tossed sea at the mercy of wind

and wave, beneath a sky of inky blackness, when, just after night set

in, there was a sudden shock that prostrated all on board, even old

sailors. And the harsh thunder of the fierce grinding of the bow of

the vessel on the sunken rock was heard above the tumult of the mad

waves. Going below instantly, Captain John found the water rushing

in at a rate that ordinarily must soon sink the vessel, and he ordered

the ship's boats launched at once. The supplying of the boats with

water and provisions fell to the mate, while the captain and I saw to

the passengers. It so happened that I was the last man aboard, and

was just on the point of swinging clear, and dropping into the boat,

when a shriek broke on my ear, and by the ship's lantern I saw my

English lady, her babe in her arms, just appearing above the cabin

stairs. It was but the work of a few moments to spring forward,

snatch the child from her grasp, seize her bodily, and literally drop

her into the arms of those below. I had just rushed back to seize the

child, when the stern of the vessel sunk about five or six feet. The

hoarse cry of the sailors, "Back the boat, for God's sake, back!”

struck like a knell on my ear. They naturally thought the vessel was

making its final plunge to the bottom, and would involve them in the

swirl; the ship’s lanterns, upset by the fall, went out, and in the black

ness of darkness they thought us engulfed in the mad waves. Was it

the whistling of the _wind, or a woman's shriek, that rang high and

clear and piercing on my ear?

I took my little charge to the fore-cabin, still free of water, and

found on investigation that the ship's supply of food was intact, and I

rocked little Rose. as I had heard her mother call her, until she gently

slumbered. She had become used to me, and for the time did not miss

her mother. Awake I felt compelled to remain. At midnight the

storm lulled, and at daylight the son’s surface was a mass of gentle

ripples. To the left. in a direction opposite to that taken by the boats,

only about half a mile away, was an island several miles in length, and

green with the verdure of the tropics. All else in sight was a waste

of waters. Not all else. The ledge on which the bow of our vessel

rested was in plain sight, and showed it wedged in more than half its

length between the cruel—nay, now merciful—jaws of the cleft rock.
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I knew that nothing but a strong northwester could et'er free the vessel

from that strong embrace. I knew that the island must be my tem

porary home at least, and I set to work at once. 'One of the two

remaining boats was sound, and storing it with food and other neces

saries, I started for the island. Rose, the little darling, I forgot my

own grief in here, but in two or three weeks she ceased to call for her

ma, and Ished tears of joy to find that ere a month passed she was

as playful and happy as ever. IIow blessed for her to forgetl

I found my island uninhabited, yet rich in cocoanuts, bananas, dates,

grapes, and other varieties of fruits. I made over sixty trips to the

wreck, and had many of the comforts and some of the luxuries of life.

The sea yielded me fish at will, and the island plenty of small game.

I trapped and tamed several parrots and mocking birds, that became a

source of delight to my darling—yes, my darling, I called her. Close

to the eastern shore of my island were some huge bowlders, one pre

senting a face of thirty yards in length. On its surface I painted in

black letters six feet high the two words. “Castaways Here," and

above this, at the highest point, I placed a flag of distress. I could fill

far more than the space allotted me with my experience on this lonely

isle. A goodly store of books from the ship, now beneath the waves,

had been a great solace, and as Rose grew in years, it was my chief

delight to train her young mind. She had at six no idea what mother

meant. or even friend, except myself as one, and in her artless way

told me she did not want a mother as long as I was her friend. At‘

ten she gathered clearer ideas of the relations of life from books and

illustrations, and at twelve, I flatter myself, she could have competed

fairly with others of her age professionally taught. She was my one

pupil. But sewing. [could not teach her that, but with an instinct

beautiful to witness she made from her mother's dresses clothing for

herself, and delighted in decorating herself in bright colors because it

seemed to please me. When Rose was nine, I discovered a vessel in

the dim distance, and ran to my flag, and waved it wildly, but in vain.

A spark of hope; it flashed for a moment, and died forever. One

night Rose had retired to her room, and I sat up late in the night read

ing, reading a book I had read a dozen times before. It was after

daylight when I awoke—suddenly! Had I been dreaming, or had I

heard a human voice?

“ Hello! Inside there! Wake up!” And that in as clear English

as was ever spoken.

“ In a few moments,” I answered. Tremble, did I? Well, yes. I
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waited for no coat or vest, but flung wide the door. and was confronted

by several officers wearing the uniform of the United States Navy. I

learned when on board that they were sent out in search of a band of

buccaneers who infested the islands in these seas, I never could desire

a more attentive audience than I had when I told my story in the ship’s

cabin. But it was curious to observe the effect of the appearance of

others on Rose. I was the only person, aside from herself, of whom

she had any knowledge. except from books. There were no women

aboard, but the first day we were out she called my attention to a

youth of apparently sixteen who seemed to have the freedom of the

omcers’ cabin, He was not in uniform, and could not be a “ middy.”

I watched him with more than passing interest; why, I only guessed

vaguely. But, “Hello, Tommy. hello, Croftl” from the officers, re-'

vealed all, and I spran'g to my feet, and seizing his hand in mine, and

with tears in my eyes, exclaimed:

“ God bless you. my dear boy! It is thirteen years since I saw you,

but have you never heard of Jack Halyard ?"

“ 0h. Jack! yes a thousand times, and mourned you as dead! Oh,

my dear Jack l” and his generons heart sent tears up to those gazelle

like eyes, and when he had told me that one of the officers was a dis- '

tant relative of his, and had obtained permission to bring him along on

the cruise, that his home was with the Hildreths, still living, that a

second cousin of mine, a prodigal seapegrace, now nearly of age. was

about to step into my heritage, to the intense disgust of the executor,

my good friend, Paul Hildreth—I repeat, when Tommy had related

these facts, I made him acquainted with Rose, and her artless ignor

ant-e of the rules of social life were certainly amusing. But ere the

voyage was over, some two months later, she had acquired an easy

manner, that set ofl’ her natural gracefnlness, and enhance her loveli

ness. When we reached New York Tommy and my darling were fast

friends. I have not interrupted the flow of my narrative to mention

the fact that joy over my and my darling’s rescue was made less full

by the statement of two of the older officers that they recollected well

the loss of the Harold Brothers, and that the passengers and crew had

never been heard from until I had narrated the facts. On reaching

New York I left my goods at the custom house, and it was arranged

that Tommy should go home, taking Rose, and placing her in the care

of Auntie Hildreth, while I would go up Broadway, hoping to find

Paul Hildreth at his office. From nine to five were his hours down

town, and it was five minutes of nine when [reached the office. It

was closed, but before it, at the edge of the pavement, stood four
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young men, evidently of the “ fast ” sort. I could not help overhear

ing one who was talking:

“ The old skinflint has been keeping me all these years on a paltry

five hundred a year, when the property's good for four thousand. But

it's my time now! Meet me at the Gem, boys, and bring in your

friends. I'll open up a basket of Mumm’s Extra Dry. There the old

follow comes. Ta, ta!”

I recognized my old friend at once, and when he opened the door the

young man stepped in, and I followed. Paul Hildreth was trembling

all over as he turned to the young man and spoke.

“ You are here to claim your legal rights. I can not refuse you, but

God grant I may never be called up upon to perform another such task

as this. You. you miserable creature, to inherit the honest earnings

of my friend and brother!”

“ Look here, old man, I am twenty-one, and I want my rights, and

no sermonizing ! Fork over what's coming to me to the last cent. and

be quick about it !"

“Mr. Hildreth," said I, “ if this duty be so disagreeable to you.

perhaps I can save you the trouble of performing it! I, my dear old

.friend, am Jack Halyard !”

He glanced at my full beard and bronzed features, nervously lifted

my cap and saw a crescent shaped scar that I had received in a fall

from an apple tree in my youth and then glancing downward, be seized

upon a little square and compass, the G set in diamonds, his own gift

to me, and then tears and sobs inter-mingling, he exclaimed.

“Bless the Lord, oh my soul! and let all that is within me praise -

His holy name!” and then, with an instantaneous revulsion of feeling,

he turned to the young man : ,

“ Get out of my office, instantly, and never darken my door again !

Go l" and the young man left, too much overcome by the turn of affairs

to resist.

“And you were saved, Jack; but what has become of the child that

was left with you on the ship?”

I stared at him in stupid wonder.

“ How could you know of a child being on the ship with me?” I

asked at length, “ when every soul but I and she was drowned, or

never heard from."

“ All a mistake, my dear Jack! The Worrell Brothers, another

British vessel, was lost shortly after, and never heard from, but the

three boats of the Harold Brothers were all picked up. The hahe's

mother and her brother came to this country six weeks ago, and she,
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knowing your home was New York, but having forgotten your name,

and knowing from your badge you were a Mason, thought it would be

some little consolation to meet some one who had known you. Her

brother secured the names of Masters of the city Lodges, and among

the rest, mine. He called on me, and l was soon satisfied that the

babe and you were the ones left behind. The mother called, a most

excellent woman, now resides in the city, and is a frequent and wel

come visitor at our house. But the child, Jack ?”

“The child l" I exclaimed, " is at your home, taken there by Tommy

in a carriage. while 1 came here; but come, my dear friend, I will ex

plain as we walk along." No man on earth was ever nearer heaven

than I was when i saw that mother and Rose meet. I thought so then,

but six months after, when the widow, but a month younger than my

self, couldn't refuse me—well, because Rose loved me so dearly, I was

supremely happy and Rose became our darling. Another has come to

bless our union, but I know no ditTerence in my affection for my own

and my little ocean waif. As I write these lines. Rose, now eighteen,

is out shopping. in view of a prospective bridal tour, and Tommy

Croft has just ordered his wedding suit —Bro. S. C. Crane in the Ma

sonic Aduocale. ' .

-13urging the Placed.

HE blue lodge finds its precedent for burying its dead in the

tradition on which the Master Mason’s Degree is founded;

-___. even a “Grand'Processmn” is authorized, and the duty to

perform this office is in perfect keeping with its traditions and customs,

to say nothing about the theory advanced by some that such burying is

the final act in the drama of the third and highest degree known to

Ancient Craft Masonry.

The servicesof the tabernacle and the sanctuary with accompanying

vestments; the breastplate worn by the High Priest; the ark of the

covenant; the incense, pot of manna, book of the law, and Aaron’s

rod, these with certain traditions form the basis for the Royal Arch

Chapter. To perpetuate a knowledge of these, and impress moral

lessons upon the mind, are the objects sought in the solemn ceremony

of our Order.

Nowhere in all of these is there found any precedent for burying the

dead, any more than there is for rehearsing, in public, any ceremony

pertaining to the Master Mason’s degree. It is not our work as Royal
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Arch Masons. But it is said that the paraphernalia need not be dis

played and it is conceded that that would not be appropriate. But it

has been done, and one reviewer boasts of having seen it at the funeral

of an illustrious companion, and this, to him, was all sutiicient. N0,

the temptation to display is too great, and it allowed at all, it will lead,

in some instances. to a vulgar show.

The fact that Knights Tcmplars have a beautiful burial service,

which, under exceptional circumstances, it would be very appropriate

_to use, does not figure in this discussion. Yet, where the deceased is

a member of the blue lodge, that organization, if practicable, should

perform the last sad rites of burial. A commandery of Knights Tem

plars, by the very character of its organization, its dress, its drill, and

the organization, it presents, of all other bodies is best calculated for

escort duty, and that is its proper duty in the burial of adeceased

Freemason._-]i[.-. W.'. Bro. Charles J. Phelps, of Nebraska.

Etitihn Sltnuld he Masses.

" MONG the first things taught in the Lodge is the admonition

to the newly-made Entered Apprentice, when he is told: “ If

a . in the circle of your acquaintance you find a person desirous

of being initiated into Masonry, be particularly careful not to recom

mend him unless you- are convinced that he will conform to all our

rules and regulations, that the honor. glory and reputation of the in

stitution may be firmly established, and the world at large convinced

of its good effects." This is a proper warning at the right time. The

new Mason is often zealous and enthusiastic. The light he has re

ceived, if properly displayed, has filled him with delight, and he is

anxious that others should enjoy the same mysterious influence.

Step by step he is led to regard the institution as one deserving the

approbation and support of all good men, and if he appreciates the

beauties and the purity of the lessons, he will see that there are certain

internal qualifications every Mason should possess. His zeal, and his

desire that his friends and companions should be with him in the Lodge

might lead him to hide grave defects and conclude that the lessons

would work reformation, and he might be led into the error of propos

ing a friend whose life and habits would not be in harmony with teach

ings of the fraternity. Hence the warning.

We are often led to Wonder how some who are members of the fra
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ternity ever gained admission. They do not seem to possess any of

the qualifications that should recommend a man to Masonry. They

are men. but have little more than the physical qualifications. They

are not impressed by the ceremonies as they should be, they do not re

gard the lessons taught, make light of religion, and almost falsify their

professed belief in God, for they fairly scoff at Deity. That holy

name which they were taught to mention only with reverence, they are

continually taking in vain, and almost every other word is fouled with

profanity. They do not regard the lessons of temperance, and we are

led to doubt if such men possess fortitude sufficient to protect the fra

ternity from a revelation of those sacred mysteries with which they

have been instructed. Such men, to say the least of it, are too care

less to make good Masons. _

A Mason should be well qualified mentally. He is to study certain

important lessons that are to mark his consequence among men. He

must have a mind able to grasp them, and an inclination to understand

and practice them. The mere learning by note of certain catechetical

lectures is not sufficient. He should be able to understand the true

meaning of each and every symbol, and be able to apply it to his life,

ennobling, beautifying and strengthening him for the duties he owes

to himself and his fellowman.

A Mason should be morally perfect as he can be in this imperfect

temptation-filled world. Of that his own heart must he the judge.

Outward morality is good, but internal morality is the one great quali

fication necessary. No man can live in this world without doing

wrong. If he shuts himself in a cloister, and surrounds his life with

only religious books, that act of seclusion is in itself wrong. But

when a man errs, he owes it to God and his fellows to confess it and

turn from it. And such a man will find his heart in the right place if

his head goes wrong.

-A Mason should be well qualified physically. One of the oldest of

the charges was that an Apprentice or a Fellow should be perfect in all

his members. He should be able-bodied and competent to earn his

living. The ancient charges set forth the whole matter of who should

be Masons so clearly that we give it in full here:

All preferment among Masons is grounded upon real Worth and per

sonal Merit only; that so the Lords may be well served, the Brethren

not put to shame, nor the Royal Craft despised. Therefore no Master

or Warden is chosen by Seniority, but for his Merit. It is impossible

to describe these things in writing. and every Brother must attend in

his Place and learn them in a way peculiar to this Fraternity. Only

Candidates may know that no Master should take an Apprentice unless
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he has sufficient Imployment for him, and unless he is a perfect Youth,

having no Maim or Defect in his Body, that may render him incapable

of learning the Art of serving his Master's Lord and of being made a

Brother, and that a Fellow Craft in due time, even after he has served

such a term of Years as the Custom of the Country directs; and that

he should be descended of honest Parents; that so. when otherwise

qualified, he may arrive to the Honour of being the Warden, and then

the Master of the Lodge. the Grand Warden. and at length the Grand

Master of all the Lodges, according to his merit.

We are sometimes led to advise those seeking membership in the

fraternity to keep out of it because they cannot afiord it. A man has

no right to join any society at the expense of his own or his family’s

comfort. Masonry is not an asylum or school of correction, intended

to reform men; it seeks only to make reformed men better. Neither

is it an institution of benevolence, where the man goes to receive certain

monetary benefits or better a crippled condition, though it takes care of

its own when misfortune overtakes them. He should be able to sup

port himself and family and to lay aside something for a rainy day, be

fore he joins a Masonic Lodge. Good men only should be Masons.—

New York Dispatch.

The Secrets of Freernasnnrg.

Parr-2a READ ar Bao. CAPT. J. H. Lmsma, D. G. J. W. Pumas, ar

'rua Comaumcnron or THE Disrmc'r GRAND Loner; ca

'ruu PUNJAB, ON 27TH DECEMBER, 1894,

When you reflect what Freemasonry really is, you will at once per

ceive that it is not every educated man or cultivated mind which is so

constituted as to be able to appreciate the beauties of its imagery.

How much less then is an imperfectly educated man, or a mind of a

lower order likely to appreciate it? The characters and attainments of

men should be considered before they are admitted, or even proposed as

Freemasons. The Constitutions speak distinctly on the point, and Ma

sonic writers in all times have noticed how great an injury has been

done to the Craft by neglect of this matter. We must aim at a hiin

standard, and it lies with all Freemasons to try to attain that standard.

The majority of uncultivated minds demand, require, or are satisfied

with, a lower state of things than most cultivated minds require, and

the lowered requirement inevitably leads to a general debascmeut of
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ideas and a grosser standard of thought. That this has occurred in

Freemasonry by indiscriminate admission of members is certain. By

this in the past, the shadow has been mistaken for the substance, pure

ideal emblems have been treated as though they were a fetish-like

power. Even our Lectures have not been understood, or, if under

stood, not properly appreciated, and are thus uninstructive. And so

it has come to pass that the highest Masonic principles produce no in

spiration, and have no vivifying influence on many members. The

training contemplated in our Ritual shows that this was, ages ago,

foreseen as a possible calamity; and the preparation by the chisel of

education for a higher perception of duty is thus insisted on as tutor

ing the mind, before the beauty of the imagery of Freemasonry is ac

quired. Without this appreciation, the Mason cannot pass beyond a

grovelling performance of ceremony, with no higher intelligence than

marks the performance of a parrot, or that of an animal in a.

circus.

It is a lamentable, yet an undoubted fact, that there are many thou

sands of men who style themselves Freemasons, who, because Free

masonry allows anyone to enter its communion who practices Morality

and believes in the existence of an Architect of the Universe, because,

I say, Freemasonry allows them to enter its institution with this ele

mentary qualification, apparently believe, and do not hesitate‘to state

that Freemasonry itself is narrowly confined to a belief in a Deity and

the practice of Morality.

In other words, despite that they know that Masonry is asserted to

be a progressive science, they assume that the dark state in which they

enter our Institution is never lightened by Masonic teaching, but that

Freemasonry will allow them to remain in the condition in which they

first entered it; that we are supplied with the rough ashlar and never

render it a more perfect stone. What can be more monstrous than

this? What can be the use of Freemasonry, and what sincere and

honest man can remain in it if this is all? The object of Freemasonry

is to raise its members above the elementary condition which was re

quired at their entrance. Does any Institution act in this manner?

Does any Academy, College, or University which requires certain quali

fications in candidates, before admitting them to the benefits of the In

stitution, content itself by allowing the newly created members to

remain with no further enlightenment than that which they possessed

before they joined? It is open to every Freemason, as it is open to

any secular or theological student to instruct himself. But if he will

not do so, he must be instructed. The first principles and the original
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conception of Freemasonry must be forced upon his understanding.

We know what the neglect of the first principles has led to.

I beg that I may not be understood as meaning that the monopoly

of appreciation, or refinement of ideas lies with any particular social

class. I should be no Mason did I say or think so. The Operative

Masons who first saw how admirable an emblem could be evolved from

the application of the uses of Masonic tools to the Morals of mankind,

and who saw that the emblematic use of the building of a material

temple could be applied with an exquisite fitness to the building of a

spiritual temple in the minds and hearts of all, were surely not deficient

in their appreciation of the beauty of Allegory. The Mason who now

fails to grasp that Freemasonry is but an Allegory illustrated by various

symbols is still in the condition he was in when he first entered a Lodge

in an emblematic state of darkness. He has not yet received that light

be once stated he yearned for, and as is stated in one of our Lectures,

he still possesses the shackled, contaminated, and unenlightened mind

of the slave—not the mind of the man who has loosened himself from

the shackles of vice and superstition, with his soul properly free to

take wing to the boundless and unexplored expanse above. By pro

gressive study in Freemasonry, many of the anomalies he has imagined

to exist will disappear, and the Institution will stand out before him as

a powerful engine for the regeneration of mankind.

It is from a sense of the imperfect knowledge which exists of Free

masonry, that we ought to insist so forcibly on the necessity for in

struction in Lodges. Not only instruction by means of the Lectures,

which are to be found in any book of Ritual, although these of course

are primarily important, but also by the delivery of addresses, or Lee

tures, by any Brother who is competent on matters relating to Free

masonry. The Lectures to some extent explain our symbolism, and

Lodges of Instruction are most useful in securing regularity of working

and the consequent preservation of Allegory and symbols in their orig

inal state or purity. Any alteration of either must render a real com

prehension of Freemasonry impossible. Many of our Allegories and

symbols would be utterly incomprehensible, if they were even but

slightly altered, so that a correct working in Lodge is, as I have said,

primarily essential, and no change of words, even if they apparently

convey the same sense as the original ones, should he allowed. With

correct working the comprehension of Freemasonry becomes compara

tively easy, but before it can be entirely comprehended. or its principles

and object fully grasped, a correct knowledge of its history is required.

In France, as you are probably aware, the principles of Freemasonry
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have been so entirely lost that the Institution is now purely a‘secular

belief. -

The Master of a Lodge, and in his absence the Wardens, are respon

sible for the Instruction of the Brethren and Members; and Article 183

of the Constitutions particularly emphasizes this.

The Secrets and objects of Freemasonry are to be found in the Ritual

of every degree, and consist in good being done to ourselves and others.

THE OBJECT ls THE SECRET. The necessity for a society which should

hold up a light in dark places has been felt in all ages, and, advanced

and enlightened as the world now is, I believe Freemasonry would still

be a bright light, and Freemasons take a place far in advance of the

civilized world in general, if we only practiced our professions. No

one can deny that the professions of a Freemason are not sufficiently

high, nor can the Freemason himself deny that the actual aim of our

Society is estimable. The object, and how it is to be attained, is to

be found in the Ritual. Are you taught, or are you guided by Free

masonry? Have you made any change in your life since you were

initiated? These are the secret questions. What are the secret an

swers? There is only one person who can give the answer. Each

Brother must himself give it to his own heart—Indian Freemason.

The fireat Irilfeart of Masonry.

WAS a deeply interested witness not long ago of that strangely

impressive ceremony in which a fellow man was made a Master

Mason. I watched with unflagging interest the course through

which he was carefully, kindly, but surely kept and 'led towards the

consummation of manhood. But the one thing which made the scene

always memorable was the manner of the Worshipful Master, and his

tone of voice, together with the sympathetic bearing of every officer

who had in charge any part of the ordeal. It was this heart element

in the work which transformed it from the dead rote of prescribed

words and actions into a livrng, impressive reality. The two bundled

witnesses of the scene saw much more than an acted ceremony. They

discovered a truth. They beheld a reality of mighty proportions, quar

ried by intellectual skill, it is true, but touched into beautiful life by

the genius of feeling.

From such a Lodge night one goes away with the true and salutary

impression that, after all, the best thing about Masonry is its great

heart. ‘
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In fact, the greatest thing in the world is that subtle power which we

mean by the word, heart. It is more than the world's wisdom and its

wealth; for the first of these is vanity, and the second is vexation, un

less the heart directs the one and distributes the other. This is a prin

ciple which the Masonry of all ages has recognized. We understand

that the work cannot go on at all when this Grand Junior Warden is

away from his post. All else may he in order, but there can be noth—

ing but confusion among men if the generous heart which was placed

in man to rule his life is not performing its glorious function.

At the outset of the Masonic life of any man, he becomes impressed.

if rightly guided, with this truth concerning Masonry; but the impres

sion of the First Degree. great as it upon the candidate, is greater

upon the witnesses in the Lodge room who watch the apparently de

feneeless and yet powerfully protected man who ventures on a path

which no man can walk alone. That impression, made so deeply upon

these witnesses, produces the noblest feelings that man ever had. It is

compassion of man for man—“the touch of pity which makes the world

akin.” I think the ministering angels have that feeling when they come

(if they come at all) and look upon the struggles of mankind.

This is the important and interesting truth which I would enforce,

that the work of the Lodge, whenever done aright, confers upon the

participating members a benefit scarcely inferior to that which comes

to the candidate himself. As we stand in the Lodge, possessed with

all our conferred knowledge of Masonic mysteries and their meaning,

the entrance of the stranger who is seeking a place among us, draws

forth a sympathetic interest in himself which puts astir our best emo

tions. He is at that moment nothing to us but a mau,-one man of

the great race—but a man bereft of all that mankind consider most de

sirable. He is without wisdom to direct him; without wealth to sup

port him. No man on earth is more nearly friendless. In that situation

he appeals without the utterance of a word ; but the appeal he makes is

the irresistible eloquence of mute distress that no Masonic heart can

resist.

I am reminded of the story of a beggar on a street corner, blind,

withered, old and haggard. Without a word he simply stretches forth

his trembling hand when he hears the footfall of a passer on the street.

Someone said to him, “ Why don’t you speak and ask for help?"

" Spake,” said the poor fellow with genuine Irish pathos. “Isn’t it

spaking I am, yer honor, with every inch of my poor body?” Thus

does this representation of humanity which needs a brotherhood, a

guide, a wisdom not its own, appeal, as he enters his apprenticeship,

from head to foot to the compassion of the great heart of Masonry.



4t 3-4 FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y.

It is this influence on us who witness the work which makes every

ceremony worth as much to us as the candidate himself. It is this,

therefore, which makes it important that the work should be well done.

It is this well ordered, sympathetic rendering of the great ceremonies

which will make the Lodge not merely a Brotherhood, but a school of

the noblest human virtues and of the gentlest human feeling. The

Masonry that does the most for a community is that which accumulates

within its membership :1 great wealth of human kindness for distribu

tion throughout the world, as the ocean collects the waters of the rivers

to yield them up to the skies for the blessing of God ; and then that

they shall drop in showers upon the earth for the benefit of men.—

Clement A. Evans, in Masonic Herald.

Ledge Elil‘rteeting Blinder {difficulties

manager of the Lyric Theatre, London, England, has fur

nished To-Day with some reminiscences of his managerial

experiences in different parts of the world, and the following extract

will, doubtless, be read with interest by many members of the Craft:

“ When I was a very small boy I was playing a child’s part in ‘ Rich

ard III.’ with G. V. Brooke as the leading man. But as soon as I was

old enough I was converted to the business side of theatrical life, and

among other companies, I managed Charles Duval’s tour in South

Africa. It was a curious time. The Transvaal War was raging, and

we found ourselves in Pretoria. I was not exactly forced into it, but

I became a volunteer along with Mr. Duval, and when the beleaguer

ment was not on we gave entertainments to amuse the garrison. At

that time an incident occurred that I should say was unique in the his

tory of Freemasonry. In order to keep up the charter of the lodge we

obtained permission to hold a lodge in the Mason’s Hall. It was on

the opposite side of the lagaar to where the soldiers were stationed.

All the Masons in the camp availed themselves of the permission, and

on this very night a personal friend of mine was initiated. Before the

lodge opened we had to knock bricks out of the walls to serve as loop

holes, in case of an attack, and our arms were stacked in the Preparing

Room, ready to meet any emergency that might turn our friendly

gathering into a fight for life. Fortunately we were left alone, but in

returning to a camp a heavy fire was opened upon us by the Boers.”

% RO. ARTHUR FRY, who has just been appointed business
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The Etiirtues et' Secrecy.

ANY object to Masonry because it is a secret institution. But

is secrecy a criminal thing? Is not every human breast a se

» ‘ cret depository? Has not the tongue been condemned ten

thousand times for its imprudent and unnecessary utterances where it

has once for its silence? Every well regulated family has its secrets,

and does this fact dishonor them? Why, all men of sense know that

every government has its secrets which it is bound to keep from the

people, at least for a time, or it would fail in its purposes, and perhaps

in its very being. Surely secrecy of itself can be no crime-for as

long as a secret is honorably kept, peace reigns, virtue is protected,

truth lives, character is preserved, and the whole public welfare is

safely guarded.

Even in Masonry there are no injurious or vindictive secrets, the

principles of the Order are all well known, all public property. and any

man may know them if he will read. It is a work of the Craft which

the world is ignorant of, as indeed it ought to be. What right has any

man to poke his nose into another man’s business? How mean in

spirit and contemptible in nature must that man be who traduces, who

slanders a man or a woman he does not know, or who pours the vials

of his vindictive wrath upon a house or an institution that he has never

been in. ' Do not all intelligent mechanics and artists have their se

crets of trade, which they wish to keep to themselves, and on the doors

of their workshops do they not say, just what we of the mystic Craft

say, viz. : “ No admission here, except on business?"

Is not this their right? Will any sensible man find fault with them?

If such policy should be made universal, would not the whole world

have greater quiet and happiness? How often does the soft tongue of

hypocrisy tell the secrets which, though true, lead to envy, hatred,

misery, broils and death? Indeed, it is the publication of the secrets

of human weaknesses that destroys confidence, makes disturbances,

creates enemies, and breaks OR the ten thousand ties which should

bind men together. -

Some men appear to think that all evil should be exposed, when, if

they had but a single idea of life’s true philosophy, they would know

that the grace of charity. when properly exercised, would enable them

to save a soul from death and hide a multitude of sins. But no, they

must go out and publish upon the house tops every fault of their neigh

bors, making every imaginary addition in order to demonstrate how

 

3 .
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zealous they are in the cause of truth and morality as voluntary police-_

men to protect society.

Why, the very world is filled with tradueers, slanderers of this sort,

who actually make their living off of the innocent and unsuspecting,

whom they tear to tatters and destroy in order to get their places.

Such men are only moral cut-throats——the meanest banditti with which

the world is cursed—Masonic Advocate.

What is Headed.

‘ t . E are sometimes led to ask what is the use of Masonry?

Wherein does it do any good? Is not the time spent in lodge

meetings just so many hours wasted? Is not the money spent

to maintain the institution thrown away? Wherein is any man profited

by being a Mason? And in trying to answer these queries we fall back

upon the condition of all earthly organizations, and find the same may

be asked of any and all of them. Even the church itself does not pre

sent to the world that strong, bold, and invincible opposition to wrong,

and standing up for right that it should.

Everything good in this world is glossed over with evil, and the

purest and best are only seen through a glass darkly. The line of de

markation between good and evil is so faintly drawn that it is difficult

to discover on which side you are. Right is right and wrong is wrong,

and no amount of whitewashing or varnishing can make wrong right.

We are apt to make excuses for wrong-docrs, and plead the circum

stantial environments as palliating an ofiience. In these times a man

that calls a spade a spade is considered a crank, but it is a spade all

the same.

_ Masonry is a noble science of morality, and Masonry is pure. It is

worthy of the careful attention of every man, and ought to create in

the heart of every student a reverence for Deity, a love for his fellow

man and a devotion to right dealing. The time spent in the study of

Masonic truth is not wasted if that truth is permitted to do its perfect

work. The money spent in maintaining Masonic lodges is not wasted

if those who become members are made better by the lessons they are

taught. But we plead the weakness of human nature, and do not re

quire those who wear the emblem of innocence to keep it spotless.

The lodges of Masonry the world over fail to fulfill their mission, and
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all because of the “ weakness of human nature.” Of course, we can

not change our humanity. Its weakness is an inheritance, and we

must do the best we can. But our lodges can help, if they will, to

make humanity stronger, by requiring those who are admitted to live

up to the teachings of the fraternity. The “ broad mantle of Masonic

charity ” is beautiful in sentiment, but it is not always charity to per—

mit a member to violate with impunity the tenets of our profession.

If “brotherly love" is such a virtue, why not require that it be

practiced? If “ relief” is a duty incumbent upon all men, why not

require that it be exercised? If “truth” is a “ divine attribute, and

the foundation of every virtue," why permit it to be disregarded with

impunity?

What is needed in Masonry to-day is a practice of its teachings, and

not continual excuses for infraction of its principles. True men, who

will regard their obligations as binding, who will not try to hide be

hind the great black tower of human weakness. Noble men who, when

they strike hands with a friend or a brother, will stand by him in ad

versity as well as in prosperity. Men who will be fearless in the advo

cacy of right principles.

It is unmasonic to try to take advantage of a brother, and “ trick ”

him into any action that could be construed against him, should the

“ scheme ” not work. It is unmasonic to profess great friendship for

a brother before his face, and stab him in the back. It is unmasonic

to regard a brother who may differ with you on any question of policy

as an enemy and try to injure him in his business or reputation. It is

unmasonic to look upon those who vote on “ the other side " from you

as rascals. It is unmasonic to act upon your judgment as the only

rule and gauge of right, and to regard the opinion of every other

brother as unworthy of any consideration. Masonry teaches a brother

hood, not an autocratic czarship. Every brother in the fraternity is

entitled to respect and to consideration, and a haughty, czar-like spirit

marks the possessor of it, as unworthy to be taken by the hand as

brother.

We need men with brains, broad enough to comprehend what brother

hood means, and with a spirit within them that will lead them to prac

tice the lessons they have been taught. When the spirit of true fra

ternity is found in those who are leaders, when they are willing to

regard all men as worthy of consideration, because they bear the same

stamp of the Creator as themselves, when a spirit of forbearance and

forgiveness is manifested, then will it be found that Masonry is useful.

-—New York Dispatch.
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The Freemasons and Rililedimual étrt.

" RCHITECTS are apt to forget that by the very fact of copying

' their predecessors of the Middle Ages, they become most un

like them in that particular circumstance which is the life and

soul of all material art, the principle on which it is carried on. The

present generation endeavors to recover, like a dead language or a lost

science, what the men of old exercised as a living, progressive, self

developing thing. We have, indeed, the body, decayed and worn out

as it is, but they had the spirit which quickened it. It is a mistake to

suppose that that spirit was identical with, or even the necessary result

of, the Mediasval faith. The two things are quite distinct in them

selves, as is evident from the fact that we retain the latter, while we

had utterly lost and are now only recovering the former. Gothic

architecture was immediately and essentially suspended by the dissolu

tion of the Freemasons, in whose hands it was vested like a vast

monopoly, rather than by the rupture in the unity of the Christian

Church which took place in the sixteenth century. Without such an

organized system as that wonderful confraternity supplied, no amount

of religious feeling or enthusiastic faith could have achieved the great

ecclesiastical works of the Middle Ages, because (as at present) it

would have been unable, so to speak, to embody itself in any definite,

methodical, scientific way. At the present time few men of genius

supply a want and, as it were, a vacuum in the department of ecclesi

astical art which was unknown and nnfelt in the days of the Freema

sons. Our bond of unity, so far as it exists in giving the preference

to a particular style. is nothing more than a common consent to admire

and copy their works. What, indeed, but a kind of rivalry to be fore

most in reviving a lost art could now insure anything like an agree

mentor uniformity in building and decorating churches? Where each

one strives to be the best copyist of an existing model it is obvious

that at least a very close approximation to uniformity will be the result.

But this uniformity is a totally difi’erent thing from that which form

erly prevailed through the influence of cooperation and the restrictions

of actual rule. it is just as ditferent as the voluntary and independent

attempts of five or six fellows of colleges to imitate the old monastic

life would be from the working of an actual religious community living

under the ancient rule. In the one case monasticism is a thing extinct

or at least merely traditionary, in the other it is a living reality. So it

is with modern church building; the selection of a style is arbitrary,
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and it is only to a general movement and a kind of fashion (induced

no doubt by the best feelings of love and reverence for the mighty

past) that we owe the improved character and furniture of the churches

which we see rising everywhere around us.

Of the history, organization, rules and craft of the ancient Freema

sons next to nothing is known. But we cannot contemplate their

works without being filled with amazement at the perfection of a sys

tem which for many centuries together could cover the face of Europe

with buildings wherein every detail was, for the time being, in the

strictest unison, a system under which every advancement. and im

provement of the art was spread simultaneously and adopted unani

mously by the working thousands throughout a wide Continent. Not

but that Christian architecture had national developments, or rather,

perhaps took national directions according to climate. material, and

other external circumstances. For instance, the early English and the

contemporaneous continental geometric-decorated, or perpendicular,

and the gorgeous flamboyant of our neighbors are instances of these

diverging tendencies, though all are essentially subordinate to one rule

and evidently animated by one spirit—Architect.

Early English Guilds.

HE early English Text Society have conferred a great benefit

' on all inquiring readers by their publication of a History of the

English Guilds, edited by the late Mr. Toulmin Smith, who,

finding various bundles of old documents in the Record ollice, was able

to arrange their contents and deduce from them a mass of valuable in

formation. In the year 1388. the twelfth of Richard II, a Parliament

assembled at Cambridge ordered a return to be made to the King’s

Council of the ordinances and usages of the Guilds of the nation.

These documents were the result, and sufficient has escaped from damp

and decay to give a lively idea of the companies at that period. A

religious element strongly pervaded them, often to the abnegation of

matters connected with trade, and in all cases it exercised a very power

ful influence. Women were admitted to them all; the brethren and

sisters were on terms of complete equality. Chaucer, in the prologue

to The Canterbury Tales, describes them in fellowship, and we find

traces of the custom in many old authors. The Guilds were important

bodies. That of Corpus Christi, at York, numbered 14,850 members,
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and in that of the Trinity, at Coventry, both Henry V and Henry VI

were enrolled. In that of St. Barbara, of St. Catherine’s Church were

the Tower, Henry VIII and Cardinal Wolsey were members.

There were payments on entrance, yearly and special payments, also

fines for wax for lights to burn at the altar or in funeral rites, but all

ceremonies in honor of the dead were abolished at the Reformation.

The guilds had set days of meeting, known as “ morning speeches,”

or “days of spekynggs totiedare for here comune profyte;” and a

grand festival on the patron saint’s day, when the members assembled

for worship, almsgiving, feasting, and for nourishing of brotherly love.

Mystery plays were oftened performed. They had a treasure chest,

the opening of which was a sign that business had begun. While it

remained open all stood with uncovered heads, when cursing and

swearing and all loose conduct were severely punished. The guild

property eonsisted of land, cattle, money, etc. The expenditure was on

the sick, poor and aged, in making losses by robbery good, etc. Loans

were advanced, pilgrims assisted, and in one city, " any good girl of

the guild” was to have a dowry on marriage, if her father could not

provide it. Poor travelers were lodged and fed; roads were kept in

repair. and churches were sustained and heautified, but only in a few

guilds were school and schoolmaster thought of. A fixed costume was

used, and this was sometimes ofi’ensive to the authorities.

We give an ordinance, followed by the Guild of St. Ann, in the

Church of St. Lawrence Jewry, London.

“If any man be wicked fame of his body, and take other wives

than his own, or being single, is a common lechour or a. rebel of his

tongue, he shall be warned of the Warden three times, and will not

amend, he shall be put off forever. And if any man being in good

health and use hym to ly long abed, and at rising will not work not

wyn his sustenance, but go to the tavern, and the wyne, to ale, wrest

ling to schetying, and falleth poor. hoping help by the guild, that man

shall never have good, us help of companie, neither in his lyfe, no at

his deth, but shall be put ofl= for evermore.”

' In the Record office there are three bundles known as “Rolls and

Town Records,” comprising five hundred and forty-nine skins. Most

are of vellum, but some are a curious kind of linen paper. This is

a much earlier use of paper in England than had before been supposed.

It was employed by the London Government offices and in remote

country shires. at the beginning of the fourteenth century. This paper

is firm and uncracked, and has held together after five hundred years,

as well as vellum and parchment. The writing is commonly in Latin,

I
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but some records are in old French or early English. The Guild of

Garlikhith, in London, has the usual provisions. It was founded in

1375 as a fraternity of good men, “ for the amendment of their lives

and souls, and to nourish more love between the brothers and sisters."

All were to be of good repute, and to pay 63. 8d. on entry. There

were to be wardens; a livery suit, paid for by each member, was to be

worn. The annual contribution was two shillings, four yearly meetings

for business, to be attended by all on pain of forfeiting a pound of

wax. Ill-behaved members to be expelled. All members to attend

the funerals of the brethren or forfeit a pound of wax. Disputes to

be settled by the wardens; members after seven years' standing, were

to be helped in sickness, age, or when in prison, weekly to the extent

of 13d. out of the common chest. A labourer's wages for a year was

then only 63. The price of barley was 20d. per quarter in Norfolk.

Every brother chosen warden must serve, or pay a penalty of 408.

In the Guild of St. Katherine, Aldgate,_ each brother and sister, on

admission was to kiss all the members, in token of love and charity.

Help was given in cases of loss by water or fire; 3d.'was paid quar

terly for lights and aims; and a married pair paid double, a single

woman the same as a bachelor. Any member dying within ten miles

of London, was to be fetched home by the members. Poor members

were to be buried with money from the common box, from which loans

might be giVen. Five round tapers, of the weight of twenty pounds,

were to burn on high feasts, in honor of God, the Virgin. St. Kather—

ine, and all Saints. Masses were to he said for deceased members, at

the common charge. Their property consisted of a vestment, a chalice,

and a mass-book, worth ten marks.

In the Guild of St. Fabian, Aldergate-street, the young. if neces

sary. were to be helped to get work. They had two vestments, a

chalice, or niissal, 133. 4d. in gold and silyer in their box, and a house

worth £4 138. 4d. annually, less a quit rent of 138.

In the Guilds of Norwich, religious services were of most import

ance. The provision made for lights was very liberal. On occasion

of a death the members came to "dirige" and mass, and made offer

ings. " Each lettered brother and sister shall sing for the soul of the

dead placebo and dirige whenever they meet; and the unlettered shall

sing twenty times the paternoster with Ave Maria ;” and of the guild’s

chattels there shall be two candles of wax of sixteen pounds weight

about the body of the dead. The prescribed prayers are given in the

record, and they comprise “all sorts and conditions of men.” The

furriers of Norwich were an important guild, and must have included
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many members of better class, as they also gave 13d. weekly to the

poor and sick, “ if not suffering from their own folly,” a large sum in

those days.

At Lynn, in Norfolk. Sailors' Guilds were common, and the regula

tions are curious. The ale chamber was not to be entered without

leave of the officials. N0 jangling or noise was to be allowed during

the drinkings. No member was to stay in guild-house after the Alder

man had left. An Alderman had for his fee during the drinking two

gallons of ale; every steward a gallon; the clerk a pottle, and the

dean a pottle; every absent member was to have a pottle of ale.

There was a guild for young scholars, whose business was to maintain

and keep an image of St. William standing in a tabernacle, in St.

Margaret’s Church, with six tapers burning on each festival, which

care of the image induced Christian people to give of their substance

to increase the glory of the saint. The return concludes by owning

that their funds are all spent. and expressing a hope that more gifts

will be presented. In the Guild of St. Thomas of Canterbury, no

member might come in during the drinkings in a tabard or cloak, nor

with bare legs or feet. There was a fine of 1d. for falling asleep and

for not passing the bottle. In St. Peter‘s Guild each member was to

wear a garland of oak leaves. At York there was a Guild of the

Lord’s Prayer.

The Guild of St. Mary, at Beverly, had a pageant on the purification

of the Virgin. A sister was clad as a queen, like to the glorious Mary,

having a son in her arms. Two others shall be clad like Joseph and

Simeon. Two shall go as angels carrying a candle-bearer, with twenty

four thick wax lights. Each ofiers a penny. Then they go home, to

eat bread and cheese and drink ale. At St. Benedict’s Guild, Lincoln,

on each feast day, three flagons with prayers, and six tankards. and

the tankards full of ale, were to be given to the poor. In the Guild of

the Resurrection, there is a copious description of the funeral rites; a

hearse was to be put about the body, with thirteen lights burning, in

four stands, at placebo, dirige, and mass; with four angels and four

banners of the Passion, with a white border and escutcheons powdered

with gold. This return is on vellum, and appears not to have been

written but impressed with letter stamps. Could this be verified it

would throw a novel light on the art of printing. Both Toulmin Smith

and the Edinburgh reviewer attribute great importance to this.

The Brotherhood of St. Michael-on-the-Hill are very anxious to keep

their independence as a society of common and middling folks, and it

is ordered that no one of the rank of Major or bailitf shall he admitted
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a member unless he is of humble, good and honest conversation. No

one was to claim office in the guild on account of personal honor and

dignity.

The Fullers were a peculiar people; none of the craft were to work

(by treading with their feet) in the trough; or at the wooden bar with

a woman, unless with the wife of the Master or her handmaid. They

were not to work after dinner on Saturdays, or on church festival days.

If a stranger comes to Lincoln, be, giving a penny to the waxwork

among the brethren and sisters, may join with them. If any one

wishes to learn the craft, no one shall teach it to him unless he has

given two-pence to the wax. The tailors were subjected to this rule.

If any master keep a lad or served of another master for one day when

he knows that the lad wrongfully left his master, and they had not

parted in a friendly manner, he shall pay a stone of wax. A pound of

wax was worth 7d. so that such a fine was heavy, amounting to 83. 2d.

of the money of the period. The following rule evinces an excellent

kindly feeling: If a brother or sister has a friend at his house, whom

he does not wish to go to the guild, and if there is no retail tavern in

the place, he may send for a gallon of the best ale to the guild bailiff.

If this was found to be a trick, he was mulcted in half a bushel of

barley. Members might bring their friends to the feasts. In 1494

the price of a guild dinner was 2d. per head for priests, man or woman.

An absentee must pay for his dinner (uncateu) and pay a fine of a

pound of wax. There was a bull-running on St. Martin’s Day at

Stamford (happily now abolished) by the guild, who by immemorial

custom kept a bull hunted through the streets by dogs and then sold.

The Guild of Palmers, at Ludlow, in 1284, had the following regu

lation: “If any man will keep watches with the dead at night, he

may do so on condition that be neither calls up ghosts nor makes any

mockeries of the body or its good name, nor commits any scandals of

the sort, lest the church be offended and the great Judge be provoked

to vengence. Nor shall any woman, unless of the household of the

dead, keep such a night watch." A strange regulation, for it implies

that ghosts can be called up, and also that human law may prevent this.

No doubt the belief in ghostly appearances from the unknown world

was universal in the thirteenth century, and if the doctrines of modern

spiritualism prevail, such a belief will again become prevalent. But

can the magistrate prevent such appearances?

The Guild of Palmers was important. Under Henry VIII its reve

nue was £127 Ts. 11d., and it had 182 ounces of plate, panel gilt and

2‘ white.” The Tailors of Exuter had an ordinance that each new menu

4
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ber must make a present to the society of a silver spoon weighing one

ounce. There is an entry of a “ complaint of cloging.” Cloth was

said to be wanting in a certain gown of “four yards of brod cloth,

blew,” but once was found wasted. In a similar case no cloth had been

stolen, but there had been wasted a quarter of a yard “for lack of

Konnynge.” Master Tailor was fined Us. This society still existed

under James I, from whom it received a charter.

The Bakers of Exeter ordered that all corn should be ground at the

City Mills, and nowhere else. At Berwick-on-Tweed it was forbidden

to grind wheat in hand-mills. A Guild of Kalenderers (so named from

meeting on the kalends of each month) at Bristol, were a Brotherhood

of clergy and laymen, established to preserve ancient records and muni

ments, not only there but in other places of the kingdom. Unfortu

nately their library was burned in the Rood loft of All Saints' Church,

about 1318, and no other collection was attempted. We wish these

Brtstolian sages had pd’ssessed more perseverance. The Edinburgh re

viewer gives, most justly, high praise to the early English Text Society,

and warme wishes them success in their admirable labors. In a work

on guilds by Dr. Lujo Britano, also published by the above society, we

are told that the first organization of guilds commenced in the eighth

century and in England. Encouraged among the Anglo-Saxons, they

were forbidden on the continent, both by Church and State. The social

or religious fraternities were numerous abroad in the Middle‘Ages.

There were eighty in Cologne, seventy at Lubeck, more than a‘hun

dred at Hamburg. They often originated in accident. Late in the

fourteenth century some merchants and shopmen of Fleusberg were

drinking together. After paying their score. 6s, surplus remained ; with

this a candle was bought to burn before the Madonna, and thus a guild

was founded which ultimately became of great importance. Town

guilds were common, and may have led to town constitutions and mer

chant companies.

A son of a King of Denmark slew the Duke Canute-Lavard, the

protector of the Sleswig Guild. In 1130 the King came to the place,

when his followers advised him not to enter the town, for the towns

men would punish any one who had killed or injured one of their breth

ren. King Nicholas despised the warning, saying, “ What should I

fear from these tanners and shoemakers ?” But he had hardly entered

the city when the gates were closed, and at the sound of the guild-bell

the tOWnsmen mustered, seized upon the King and slow him, with all

who sought to defend him ; a remarkable instance of the power of these

societies.
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Modern companies, descended from these primitive brotherhoods,

though reasonably gloryiug in their antiquity, have lost most of their

original characteristics. They are wealthy, but no longer exercise a

marked political influence. They promote social union, and the noble

liberality they extend at their princely feasts to all worthy guests not

only promotes “ good cheer," but attracts within the enjoyable circle

all the best individuals of the mixed society which constitutes the real

strength of the nation—Masonic Chronicle.

Learning the Work.

i] HERE is an injurious notion current in the Craft that it is only

f: necessary for the oflicers of a Lodge to learn the work, while

"Ll"! the members at large are privileged to remain in ignorance of

it, Without impairing either their character or their enjoyment as Ma

sons. _This is a serious, and sometimes a fatal error, retarding the

progress of the Masonic bodies, subtracting from the enjoyment of the

brethren who are misled by it, and lessening their interest in the art

and mystery of Freemasonry, and in their own particular Lodge. We

shall do what we can, in the present article. to disabuse the minds of,

possibly, some of the readers of The Keystone of this error, and thereby

through their influence with others advance the best interests of our

ancient and honorable Fraternity.

The work of the Craft is Freemasonry incarnate, the flesh and blood

of our mystery, the personification of Masonic teachings. What the

work does not teach is not taught in Freemasonry. What' is not proven

by it is not susceptible of proof. It is the alphabet of our system, the

hornbook of tliexMasonic scholar, the authoritative exposition of Ma

sonic truth, the encyclopaalia of Freemasonry. There is not a lesson

of brotherly love, or of morality, or of charity, or of Masonic philos

ophy or religion approved by Freemasonry, that is not distinctly and

symbolically taught in the work of the three degrees. This being true,

it is apparent that not only has Masonic work a dignity that is acknowl

edged, but a power and a glory, in which every Brother of the Craft,

from the lofticst to the humblest, from the oldest to the youngest, is

entitled to share. Masonic work is the heritage of every newly-made

Brother; it makes him a Mason, and it is an epitome of Masonry. If

he does not know it he is Masonically blind, while the sunlight of Ma

sonry is shining in his face. ' '
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It is evident that every initiate into the mystery of Freemasonry de

sires to understand and enjoy it. There are two propositions in this

connection, which are axiomatic: (1) The Brother who does not know

the work cannot understand Freemasonry; and (2) neither can he enjoy

it as he should.

First, he cannot understand it. The beauty of the work is that it

explains itself. There are no unanswered conundrums propounded by

it; it gives no riddle of the Sphinx; but every truth taught is plainly

and forcibly stated, and the reason for it is given in connection with

the fact. This is the charm of Masonic work—it unfolds the mystery,

it explains the art, it makes clear the principles and the philosophy of

the Craft. But he who is ignorant of the work as a matter of form,

necessarily cannot understand it as a matter of substance. He has but

the merest smattering of Masonic kn0wledge, and is in truth a Free

mason but in name. In all probability he cannot visit any Lodge un

less he is vouched for, for how can a Brother who is ignorant of the

work make his way into a Lodge?

But while, possibly, some Brethren may be willing to be ignorant of

the work, all would like to enjoy all that is enjo'yable in Freemasonry.

Now we assert, without fear of intelligent contradiction, that the

Brother who does not know the work has debarred himself from enjoy

ing some of the most pleasurable features of the Craft. He never has

had the companionship of “ that angel knowledge.” He is powerless

in the Fraternity, since “ knowledge is power.” To a Brother who

knows the work, every meeting of his Lodge, when a degree is either

conferred or rehearsed, is interesting. He loves to hear the work. He

loves to impart it. He rejoices because he knows Freemasonry, and is

an active, intelligent and happy participant in “ the fellowship of the

mystery."

After a candidate is received into the Fraternity, he finds that work

is the only currency which the Craft accepts. When a strange visitor

comes to a Lodge, it does not simply ask him where he hails from, but

can he work? If he is “rusty,” his place is not even in the outer

courts of the Temple, but without in the company of the profane.

An eloquent writer has said, “ God is a worker, and he has thickly

strewn infinity with grandeur.” Every Freemason should be a worker,

and signalize his presence in the Craft by first learning the work, then

teaching it, and always enjoying it. The enjoyment is inseparable

from the knowledge.

Will not the reader be incited by what we have said to respect more

than he has ever done before the work of the Craft, learn it thoroughly,
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and thereby understand its teachings fully; and last, and perhaps most

of all, enjoy to the full the rich banquet of knowledge, the high intel

lectual pleasure, which flows from a familiarity with Masonic work?

What an impetus would be given to all of our Lodges if all of the

members attending were working Masons! How correctly, impressively

and beautifully the work would be done! How easy it would be to

select a Brother for Junior Warden at the annual election! What a

happy family would that be where all would know even as they were

known! Happy day-when shall we see it? Soon, very soon, if

Brethren everywhere would become earnest, faithful seekers after Ma

sonic Light; or, even on the lower level of mere personal enjoyment,

would fully realize that Masonic knowledge is Masonic enjoyment. Ig—

norance is not bliss in Masonry. Brethren, be Masonically intelligent,

learn the work, and you will be Masonically happy.—The Keystone.

Women ,fl Comforter.

The sky is blue, the stars are bright,

The moon is sitting on her throne,

And, lonely, through the livelong night,

The thick woods make their hollow moan;

'l‘he slumbering wind but rarely stirs,

With idle and inconstant motion;

And many a meteor swiftly whirs

Through the broad atmosphere‘s blue odean,

And breaks,—-but leaves a trail of tire

To last a time in glory there.

50 dies the poet on his lyre,

Wasting his burning thought in air,

Or leaves, to live for years, the song of his devotion.

The stars are through the thin mist shining,

All clustered round the pale young moon,

Who westward now in haste inclining,

'l‘ells us that night will end too soon ;

And like the stars that light up heaven,

So mildly bright, so calmly clear.

Are those bright stars by mercy Igiven

'l‘o cheer us on our journey here :—

Woman! the star of life‘s wild ocean,

Our comforter, our soul of souls,

In peace, or when the storm's commotion

Over our hopes and fortune rolls :—

Woman is evermore in our misfortune dear.

—Albert Pike, 1834.
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Euricsities of masonic {discipline

same amount of freedom in Masonic matters that, generally

speaking, they now do. During the discussion of a question

coming before Ayr Kilwinning in 1784, a brother was pleased to char

acterize an act of the Master as “a rash step.” On being remonstrated

with, and “ no appearance of sorrow being expressed by him for his

conduct,” he was ordered to “ to be excluded from the Lodge until in

a regular Lodge he shall make a proper acknowledgment to the chair

and the Lodge in general for his very unbrotherly behaviour.” This

sentence was passed on the motion of Robert Aitkeu, the Brother

whom Burns designated as the “dear patron of my virgin muse—he

who read me into fame.” _

In 1811, an office-bearer of Ayr and Renfrew Militia St. Paul was

found guilty of “ communicating to neutral persons, in a clandestine

and illegal manner, the whole supposed proceedings of St. Paul’s

Lodge, and defaming the character and government of said Lodge.”

The sentence following upon this indiscreet brother’s conviction was

humiliating enough: “ That he be suspended from ,his office for two

months from date hereof; and that upon the first monthly meeting

after this term is expired he shall in open Lodge read the following

words: ‘I have been guilty of a crime highly prejudicial to the good

order of society and.the interest of St. Paul's Lodge; and I declare

this to be a proof of my contrition, and hope it may be a warning to

all members, and in case of a complaint that they may lay it in a legal

manner before an open Lodge, and not to be misled by those who

neither consider their own nor the interest of the Lodge.’ ” In 1819,

three brethren of the same Lodge had sentence of expulsion pronounced

upon them for refusing, while on a visit to a sister Lodge, to reply on

behalf of their mother Lodge when toasted from the chair. Two of

the delinquents, whose excessive modesty had in this instance led to

their “ dishonoring ” their own Lodge, afterwards acknowledged their

‘- crime,” sought forgiveness, and were restored to their place in the

Lodge. Not less absurd and unconstitutional was the act of the Lodge.

Mauchline St. Mungo when some sixty years ago it summarily expelled ,

one of its sons for refusing when the Lodge was sitting on “ refresh

ment," to drink to “ the Duke of Wellington "—the toast having been

proposed at a time when that great man was, as a politician and head

of the Ministry, very unpopular.

At the period to which the preceding cases refer, the charges upon

 



FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y. 4

which Lodge trials proceeded were wont to be remitted to a Committee

of Investigation, whose sealed report upon the question, signed by each

member, was submitted to the ensuing monthly communication of the

Lodge. The accused, if objecting to the decision of this committee,

had the privilege, in open Lodge, of defending his cause; he was

then required to retire to the adjacent room while the subject of com

plaint was being discussed and the vote taken. This was gone about

with great solemnity. Beginning at the senior member present, each

brother, on the invitation of the Master. rose in succession, and placing

his hand upon his heart and addressing the Chair, delivered his opinion

as to the guilt or innocence of the accused, and approval of or dissent

from the sentence. if any, that had been proposed by the Committee of

Investigation. On his re-admission, the accused was apprised from

the chair of the decision of the Lodge. If innocent he was saluted by

the Master, who beckoned him to a seat; if guilty he was escorted out

of the Lodge and the brethren were asked to give effect to the sentence

which “ shut the door of Masonry against " the erring one—the limit

of such punishment extending to periods of from one month to ninety

nine years.-_D. Murray Lyon in the Scottish Freemason.

“ THE SENATE or Fm:suasounr.”—“ The Senate of Freemasonry "

has been applied to Royal Arch Masonry. We fail to see wherein the

appropriateness of the designation lies. The senate of a nation’s

legislative system is usually a body in which matters of general in

terest either originate and are referred to the lower house for sanction,

or they are sent from the lower body for the senatc's concurrence.

Such cannot be the case in the chapters. Each branch of the Masonic

system must stand alone. The lodge cannot legislate for the chapter

nor the chapter for the lodge. The only real Masonry there is found

in the world is in the symbolic lodge. All other branches are but side

lights. to elucidate the tenets of our profession or unfold the deeper

meaning of some great truth. The “ higher degrees " are only pictures

illustrating the great fabric of Masonry found in the Entered Appren

tice, Fellow Craft and Master Masons' Degrees. All the great works

of Masonic charity are supported by the lodge. The homes, schools

and Asylums of Masonry all have their origin and control in the sym

bolic lodges. chapters and commanderies, and Grand Chapters and

Grand Commanderies contribute their mite, but there would be no Ma

sonic Homes if the Master Masons did not do the work and bear

the burdens. The “higher degrees ” are those which are the forma

tion of the whole system. The lodge is the highest body of Masonry.

There can be no Senate outside of symbolic lodges—N. Y. DiarpulU/t,
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fiuilding for @thers.

What if I build for others,

And the walls of the building stand

Long after I am forgotten,

By the dwellers within the land,

Long after the buildings have crumbled

That were founded upon the sand?

What if I build for others,

And the building shelters me not,

And within the home I have builded

I shall have no part or lot,

And the dwellers who have their homes there,

Through all time shall know me not?

Yet when the years shall have faded,

And beneath the roof tree‘s shade

The children of generations

In their childish days have played,

And have passed from under the roof-tree,

And vanished into the shade,

Some dweller beneath the roof-tree,

Thinking of when it was new,

May say, as his thoughts turn backward,

Keeping its age in view,

“ The builder who built this building

Builded better than he knew.”

And I, though I have passed onward,

Hearing the Master's call,

May know, though it may not matter

To me what the building befall,

[t is better to have builded for others

Than not to have builded at all.

—E'. N. Gunnison, in Square and Compass.

Wheresoever bigotry is, there Masonry has an enemy. Wheresoever

despotism is, there Masonry has a foe. Wheresoever intolerance is,

there Masonry has labor at its hands. Masonry is love; it teaches

and practices equality; religion without sect, patriotism without par

tisanship, charity not limited to aims-giving. It pleads for liberty, and

its creed is faith in God, hope in immortality, and charity towards all

mankind. Its plea is for humanity; its working-field the world—See

lected.
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Jurisdiction—The Mississippi lfflan.

[The following Report on a matter of general interest was presented and

approved at the Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island,

held at Freemasons Hall, Providence, May 20, 1895. The Report is printed in

the Repository in answer to several requests which have been received for such

publication.—-Editor.] '

To the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island:

At the last annual communication there was referred to your Com

mittee'on Foreign Correspondence a circular letter issued by the Grand

Lodge of Mississippi under date of May 6, 1894, proposing certain

uniform rules in relation to jurisdiction over candidates, viz:

JURISDICTION OVER PERSONS REJECTED FOR INITIATION.

RULE 1. Whenever any person who shall have been rejected for

initiation in any Lodge, shall have removed his place of abode into the

Jurisdiction of another Lodge, within the Jurisdiction of another Grand

Lodge, with the intention of making it his permanent place of resi

dence, and shall have resided there not less than one year, and shall

again desire to petition for initiation, he may present his petition to

the Lodge under whose jurisdiction he resides, or to any Lodge which

has concurrent Jurisdiction over that place, which shall thereuponcer

tify the facts to the Lodge which rejected him, and if said Lodge shall

not, within six months thereafter, furnish to the Lodge to which said

petition is made, the grounds upon which said rejection was made, it

may proceed with such petition as in other cases, and that Lodge may

initiate him if elected. Whenever the grounds upon which the peti

tioner was rejected are furnished to the Lodge to which he makes his

new petition, it shall judge of the sufficiency thereof, and proceed in

its discretion.

JURISDICTION OF ENTERED APPRENTICES AND FELLOW CRAFTS PETITION'

ING FOR ADVANCEMENT.

RULE 2. Whenever an Entered Apprentice, or Fellow Craft, of a

Lodge in this Jurisdiction shall permanently change his place of abode

into the Jurisdiction of a Lodge in another Grand Jurisdiction, and

shall have resided there not less than one year, and shall desire to be

passed, or raised, he may apply to the Lodge under whose Jurisdiction

he lives, or to any Lodge having concurrent Jurisdiction thereover,

and if it shall signify its willingness to receive him, and so certify the

fact to the Lodge which initiated, or passed him, it shall thereupon

strike his name from its roll of Apprentices, 0r Fellow Crafts, as the

case may be, and all jurisdiction over him shall cease; provided, that

if the Lodge to which he applies shall reject his petition for advance

ment, that the Jurisdiction of the Lodge which initiated, or passed him,

5
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shall z'pso facto be resumed, and his name shall again be entered upon

its roll, with a note of the fact; and provided, further, that nothing in

this or the preceding Rule shall prevent a Lodge from initiating, pass

ing, or raising a person as the proxy of another Lodge; in which event

the person so initiated, passed or raised. shall become a Member of the

Lodge for which it acts. if that would be the efl‘ect of being raised in

the Lodge for which the Degree is conferred, under the laws of its

Grand Lodge.

The Grand Lodge of Mississippi in recommending the enactment of

the foregoing rules expressed its opinion that a uniform course of pro

cedure in this matter was important and most desirable. It adopted,

for itself, the proposed “Universal Jurisdictional Rules" and sent

them out to all sister Grand Lodges, with an accompanying Resolu

tion, as follows:

Resolved, That said proposed Rules be, and the same are hereby

adopted by this Grand Lodge, to take effect from and after their adop

tion by any other Grand Lodge, as between this Grand Lodge and the

Grand Lodge, or Grand Lodges adopting the same; provided that the

laws, rules and regulations of this Grand Lodge as they now stand,

shall remain in full force and effect as between this Grand Lodge and

all other Grand Lodges, which shall not become parties to the same,

by adopting said rules.

All that is proposed, therefore, in this matter by the Grand Lodge

of Mississippi, is that a compact or treaty should be entered into be

tween it and other Grand Lodges sharing its views, these Grand Bodies

coming into such an alliance being bound by the Rules, as aforesaid,

while no attempt is to be made to bind other Grand Lodges to the

terms set forth. This proffered treaty bears the stamp of an equitable

and fraternal feeling; yet there is a question as to the formation of the

prop0sed alliance, quite apart from the merits of the Rules which are

recommended. The absolute sovereignty of each Grand Lodge is a

fundamental doctrine of American Freemasonry, and any alliance or

compact which might possibly restrict the action of a Grand Lodge in

legislating upon matters affecting its own affairs, should be regarded

with disfavor. Even a most desirable uniformity of action ought not

to be obtained by any weakening of this principle of complete Grand

Lodge sovereignty within its own territorial jurisdiction. Your Com

mittee would hesitate. therefore, because of this suggested objection,

to recommend that the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island should become a

party to the alliance proposed.

As regards the Rules enacted by the Grand Lodge of Mississippi, and

now brought under review, much ditference of opinion prevails upon
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if

the questions interwoven therewith. The first of the proposed Rules

pertains to jurisdiction over rejected petitioners who shall have taken

up their residence within the territory of another Grand Lodge. How

long shall a rejection within the Grand Lodge jurisdiction be regarded

as a disqualification in another jurisdiction where the petitioner has

taken up his residence? How shall the disqualification be removed?

Under a strict construction of the rule of perpetual jurisdiction a rejec

tion of a petitioner operates as a bar against any other Lodge, at any

time, receiving and acting upon the application of such a petitioner.

unless the permission of the rejecting Lodge be first obtained. The

old Masonic rule was rigid in this respect. The equities involved seem

‘to favor a less permanent disqualification. Many Grand Lodges in

recent years have legislated upon this subject, and have fixed a limit

of jurisdiction, giving an absolute release over rejected applicants,

residing in other Grand Lodge territory, after a term of one, two,

three, five or seven years. The first named period, as named in the

Mississippi plan, seems too brief, inviting as it might the removal of

candidates from one jurisdiction to another for the purpose of obtain

ing the degrees; the last named limit appears rather long. Perhaps

three or five years would be an ample time. ~

Your Committee, however, find themselves unable to favor the Mis

sissippi Rule, which fixes the limit as stated, because of other reasons

besides those which pertain to the term of jurisdiction or disqualifica

tion. They deem it improper and inexpedient to seek information as

proposed, from a rejecting Lodge, “ of the grounds on which the peti

tion was rejected.” How, indeed, shall such information be given, if

the inviolahility of the secret ballot is maintained? Unless the brother

who casts an adverse ballot chooses to avow his reasons, which strictly

speaking, he has no right to do, neither the Subordinate Lodge nor the

Grand Lodge having original jurisdiction would be able to furnish the

grounds upon which the rejection of a petitioner was made. It does

not seem proper to ask a Lodge to do this in order that some other

Lodge might “ pass upon the sufficiency thereof.”

As regards the several elements included in the second Rule, it ap

pears to your Committee that while the proposition for release of juris

diction over Apprentices and Fellow Crafts, under the conditions

stated, has much to commend it, there would be a constant liability to

confusion and friction in applying the first proviso, contained in the

Mississippi plan, viz: “that should the Lodge which has acquired

jurisdiction by the proposed new rule reject the petitioner for advance

ment, then the Lodge from whose record the name has been erased is
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to resume jurisdiction." The second proviso is but the statement of a

generally prevalent Masonic law, though it is not universal, and to it

no objection is likely to be made.

The first named proviso, however, does not meet the approval of

your Committee; and because of its requirement, and also for the in

definiteness of statement as to what constitutes a Lodge certificate of

“ willingness,” there would appear to be good grounds for withholding

assent from the Rule as a whole.

Recognizing the fraternal feeling which prompted our sister Grand

Lodge of Mississippi to take the action herewith reviewed, and to pro

pose the enactment of the Rules which are made a part of this report,

your'Committee would recommend that no action be taken on said

“ Rules,” and that the circular referred to be placed on file.

Respectfully submitted,

HENRY W. R000,

JOSEPH W. FREEMAN,

‘ Committee on Foreign Correspondence.

PROVIDENCE, May 20, 1895.

Qualifications for gtdmissiun to. the Euler

of Knights Templars.

‘ IR KNIGHT FRANKLIN W. SUMNER, Grand Commander

‘ of the Grand Commandery of California, at the Annual Con

~ clave held in San Francisco, April 18-19, 1895, delivered a

thoughtful and interesting address which is printed in full in the May

Trestle Board. The following is an abstract from this excellent ad

dress:

I find that all Commanderies have an appreciation of the proper

qualifications which a petitioner should possess in order to receive

these Orders of Knighthood. In a very few and isolated cases I have

found Eminent Commanders anxious to increase the roll of member

ship of their Commanderies, and to make a record by creating Sir

Knights. It is far better for a Commandery to do no work whatever

during the entire year than to admit one member who is not up to the

proper standard and who may lack the qualifications necessary to make

a valiant and courteous Knight. The door of admission must be

watched carefully. This Order of Knighthood is absolutely and essen

tially an American organization, and all petitioners must be deeply

impressed with their duties as citizens of the commonwealth. Social
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position and standing in business and professional life must be con

sidered, for the Templar must rank above the average of men. Educa

tional advantages and physique must not be neglected, for the Templar

may at times be called upon to labor for his beloved Order with his

hand or his brain. And last, but not least, no man should be admitted

who holds a higher allegiance to any Order, any institution or any

church. The Templar must belong to his Order and to the Republic.

gimme of masonry.

\ HE frontispiece shows the Arms of Operative or Stone Masons,

' according to a recognized and prescribed form, and also the

Arms of Speculative Freemasons, as adopted by the Athol

Lodge of England. The Arms of the Operative Masons shown

in the picture were not the only symbolic designations adopted by the

guilds of the Middle Ages; but the device which forms the frontispiece

seems to have been the foundation of the arms chosen by various asso

ciations in England and elsewhere during a period of several centuries.

Thus a similarity may be traced between the original insignia of the

Stone. Masons and the arms adopted by the “ Mason’s Company ” of

London, incorporated in the year 1410. There were noticeable difler

encies—emblems omitted and added—while a legend was added which

the original did not have, viz: “ In the Lord is all our trust."

As has been often stated these arms were subsequently adopted by

the Grand Lodge of England, an assumption which was objected to by

the “ Ancient Masons " who formed a separatist body which came after

wards to be designated as the Athol Grand Lodge, of which organiza

tion the 3d Duke of Athol Was Grand Master in 1771. Lawrence Der

mott was for a number of years Grand Secretary of the governing

organization of Athol Masons, and for a brief period he held the office

of Deputy Grand Master. It was Dermott, probably, who arranged

the arms adopted by the Athol Grand Lodge, and these arms, in 1813,

were approved by the United Grand Lodge of England.

Dermott blazoned the arms of the Ancient Masons in a pattern of

much significance, viz. : “ Quarterly per square, countercharged vert.

In the first quarter, azure, a lion rampant, or: in the second quarter,

or, an ox passanl, able; in the third quarter, or, a man with hands

erect, proper robed crimson and ermine; the fourth quarter, azure, an

eagle displayed, or, Crest, the holy ark of the covenant proper, sup

ported by cherubims.” Motto: Kodes la Adonai,-—that is, Holiness

to the Lord.
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These arms have what is called a “tetrarchical” derivation; and

their reference, symbolically, according to Dr. Mackey, is to the

general banners of the four principal tribes of Israel; for it is said that

“ the twelve tribes, during their' passage through the wilderness, were

encamped in a hollow square, three on each side as follows: Judah,

Zebulum, and Issaehar in the East, under the general banner of Judah;

_ Dan, Asher, and Naphtali in the North, under the general banner of

Dan; Ephraim, Manasseh, and Benjamin in the West, under the ban

ner of Ephraim; and Reuben, Simeon, and Gad in the South under

the banner of Reuben.”

Masonic Grand Lodges, likewise, adopt Arms, taking much liberty

in the choice of these heraldic forms by which, in a certain sense, the

respective bodies are designated. There are no fixed rules to govern

in selecting designs or bringing together figures and emblems. But

there is a sort of family likeness which runs through all the arms of

the various Lodges, with enough of variation, however, to furnish each

with a device that shall declare its individuality.

The frontispiece may furnish a standard of measurement or compari

son, by which to note the changes and modifications of varying char

acter; while it points far back to contrasts and resemblances between

the arms of Operative Masons and Free and Accepted Masons.

The @rgptie Rite.

which the term prefix Cryptic, meaning subterranean, is fitly

- applied. These degrees have interest and significance in

themselves, while they form an important adjunct to the degree of the

Royal Arch. In modern classification the Cryptic Rite includes another

degree, that of Super-Excellent Master, but this is an appendant degree

which has no direct relation to the Freemasonry of the secret vault.

That there were crypts 0r vaults beneath Solomon’s Temple admits

of no question. These vaults may well be supposed to have served as

secret depositories of costly treasures and sacred relics, as well as

burial places. Some of these underground apartments were probably

used for secret meetings. When the second Temple was in process of

construction many discoveries were made pertaining to such subter

ranean apartments. The ancient legend, of Masonic application, as

related by Dr. Oliver, is as follows:
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The foundations of the Temple were opened, and cleared from the

accumulation of rubbish, that a level might be procured for the com

mencement of the building. While engaged in excavations for this

purpose, three fortunate sojourners are said to have discovered our

ancient stone of foundation, which had been deposited in the secret

crypt by Wisdom, Strength. and Beauty, to prevent the communica

tion of inefiable secrets to profane or unworthy persons. The discov

ery having been communicated to the prince. prophet and priest of the

Jews, the stone was adopted. as the chief corner-stone of the reedified

building, and thus became, in a new and more expressive sense, the

type of a more excellent dispensation. An avenue was also accident

ally discovered, supported by seven pairs of pillars. perfect and entire,

which, from their situation, had escaped the fury of the flames that had

consumed the Temple, and the desolation of war that had destroyed

the city. The Secret Vault, which had been built by Solomon as a

secure depository for certain secrets that would inevitably have been

lost without some such expedient for their preservation. communicated

by a subterranean avenue with the king’s palace; but at the destruc

tion of Jerusalem. the entrance having been closed by the rubbish of

falling buildings, it had been discovered by the appearance of a key

stone among the foundations of the Sanctum Sanctorum. A careful

inspection was then made, and the invaluable secrets were placed in

safe custody.

This is the legendary story ; it may not be assumed to have historical

affirmation; yet who will deny that the rehearsing of the legend, with

the object teaching which belongs to the ceremony, constitutes an

effective portion of the system of Freemasonry and is calculated to

serve important uses of moral instruction?

The Cryptic Rite enforces the truths which properly belong to the

lessons of the secret vault in the Royal Arch degree. Thus there is

moral beauty and significance associated with the Rite, identified as it

is with a sublime and far reaching symbolism which naturally appeals

to the imagination and to the moral sensibilities.

The writer believes the Cryptic degrees to have Masonic and moral

value, and holds them to be essential to the unity of the system of

Ancient Craft Masonry. They ought to receive more consideration;

they ought to be recognized as belonging to the illustration of legitimate

Freemasonry—as forming a part of its organic life. In the nature of

things the advance from the Chapter to Commandery ought to be

through a Council of Royal and Select Masters; and while, for the

present. it may be impracticable to enact any rule providing for such

a course of procedure, a work of education may well be done by intel

ligent members of the Cryptic Rite in explaining its teachings and

enforcing its claims.
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Gen. Hathanael Greene’s Mascnic Medal.

N another page is shown a fac simile of a Masonic Medal pre

sented to Gen. Nathanael Greene by Gen. Lafayette. The

_ . . token is a coral of oval form, incased in seven pointed silver

stars, the whole being about three inches in diameter. Within are the

usual Masonic emblems. Both the giver and receiver, were members

of the Masonic Fraternity, and were firm friends. In the Lodge, for

getful of hereditary and military rank, they had often met upon the

level and parted upon the square. This precious jewel, on the death

of the father, came into the possession of his son Nathanael, who mar

ried Miss Ann Clarke, and settled in East Greenwich. It is now held

as a valuable relic by the widow of S. W. Clarke, Esq., lately de

ceased, of Warwick, who was a nephew of Gen. Greene. By the

favor of Mrs. Clarke the jewel was photographed in order that it

might be shown in the History of Freemasonry in Rhode Island, etc.,

recently published under the authority of the Grand Lodge of this

Jurisdiction.

In that volume a picture of the medal appears in connection with an

account of a memorable celebration of St. John’s Day, June 24. 1857,

on the occasion of the Centennial Celebration of St. John’s Lodge in

Providence. The address. alike timely and suggestive, was delivered

by Rev. George M. Randall, D. D., prominently identified with Ma

sonic interests both in Massachusetts and Rhode Island for a long term

of years.

The discourse of the eloquent divine covered an interesting review of

Freemasonry in Rhode Island, and included felicitous references to

many illustrious Craftsmen of the early period. The following utter

ance was made respecting General Greene:

 

Need I ask, standing as I do in the metropolis of this my native

State. who was he that fullest shared the confidence of the Father of his

country? Who was the bosom companion of Washington, and whom

did that great captain designate as the man, to whom the command of

the army should be given in case any fatality should befall himself? I

hear your spontaneous answer: NATHANAEL GREENE! Who was Na

thanael Greene? G0 to the fields of Trenton, Princeton, Monmouth,

Germantown, the island of Rhode Island; go to Eutaw Springs,

where he returned this memorable answer to those who advised him, as

he was compelled to retreat with a small and feeble army, to retire to

Virginia: “I will recover South Carolina or die in the attempt!”

There you will learn who he was and what he was. But some will add

—he was a Rhode Island Blacksmith. I will add—he was a Rhode



 

MAJ.GEN.GREENE'SjEWEL.

HerewithisshowntheMasonicJewel,presentedbyLafayettetoGeneralNathanaelGreene.
Itisanattractivecoralofovalform,inchasedinsevensilverstars,thewholebeingaboutthreeinchesin

diameter.WithinareseveralMasonicemblems._GeneralGreenewasaccustomedtowearthejewelinsidehisclothing,suspendedbyasilkencordaroundhisneck.
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Island Mason. Congress voted him a British Standard, and a gold

medal. He carried Masonry in his heart, and he wore it on his heart.

Here is the medal, of more worth than gold, which that brave soldier

wore during the long years of that weary war.

At this point in his address the speaker held up before his audience

the Masonic medal, a view of which is herewith shown. and told the

story of its presentation to Gen. Greene by General Lafayette. The

incident produced a profound impression, and the words of the orator,

emphasized, as it were, by the showing of the medal as an object les

son, seemed to bring Patriotism and Freemasonry into close accord.

It may not he questioned that the illustrious Craftsman of Rhode

Island, General Nathanael Greene, deserves to rank among those noble

and heroic men who were also representative Masons—patriotic leaders

such as Joseph Warren, John Hancock, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin

Franklin, George Washington, and that ardent friend of the American

cause, also a zealous Mason, the giver of the medal, Gen. Lafayette.

Questions and iiiirismers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the Rsr'osi'ron‘l will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

uvited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Institution.~Em'ros.1

“ In our Lodge recently when action was about to be taken on a

petition, the Wor. Master having asked the usual question. several

brethren responded, all of them except one recommending the appli

cant. One member expressed au Opinion adverse to the petitioner. A'

ballot followed and the petition was rejected. The brother who ques

tioned the fitness of the applicant is now accused of having cast the

negative ballot. Does not this course destroy the secrecy of the bal

lot? Was it proper for the objecting brother to express his opinion as

he did and thus give his brethren good reason to infer who voted in

the negative?

It has always seemed to the present writer unwise to criticise ad

versely in open Lodge the character of a petitioner for the degrees.

The better course is to let the positive objection appear in the ballot.

We recall a few instances where a discussion has taken place in regard

to the character of an applicant, and such a discussion did not help

matters as regarded the candidate, while some heart-burnings followed

asevere arraignment of the petitioner by one member who violently

6
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opposed him. But the right to discuss, in open Lodge, before the bal

lot is passed, the fitness of a petitioner for Freemasonry, cannot be

gainsayed. If a member decides so to do he can declare the reasons

which lead him to the conclusion that the inan about to be balloted for

is not a desirable acquisition to the Fraternity. The member is not

obliged to do this. In some cases, at least, he would put himself and

his Lodge in an awkward position, by making remarks derogatory to

an applicant's character. If his mind is made up,-_if he has such

knowledge as will justify his casting a negative ballot—why should

he invite a discussion by stating his own adverse opinion. Past Grand

Master Drummond of Maine, whose judgment we generally approve,

takes a different view from that here expressed. He thinks there

should be a discussion of the merits of a petitioner for the degrees be

fore a vote is taken. Dealing with one of the points we have noticed,

Bro. Drummond says, that if a member opposes an applicant and gives

reasons why he should not be admitted to the Fraternity, and a nega

tive vote follows, the brethren ought not to infer that the objecting

member cast the adverse ballot. “ Masonieally, no such inference can

be drawn, for his objections (may have been overcome by the statements

of others; but if it is practically so, still it is better for the Craft to

have it so, occasionally, rather than blindly elect candidates, especially

in a large city, who are strangers to most of the members, upon the

mere report of an investigating committee.”

Our thought is that such an inference would be drawn; and not infre

quently harm rather than good would come from the discussion. Here

again comes in the statement: “ All things lawful are not expedient "

Of course in a small Lodge, where all the members form a sort of

family circle, such a discussion may well take place, and the merits of

a candidate be fully canvassed. In such a Lodge, representing the

ideal of a Masonic organization, there would be no inferences drawn

and the ballot would be still a secret one to all intents and purposes.

“ Why are Masonic Lodges dedicated to Universal Benevolence? Is

not Freemasonry a system of separation by which certain men form an .

exclusive society to help one another without respect to the world at

large? Please inform me if Masons are required to bestow charity on

those outside the Fraternity.”

Evidently our correspondent, whose letter is condensed to form the

foregoing paragraph, is not a Mason; he misapprehends the character

of our institution, and most likely he has some strong prejudices

against the organization. Masonic Lodges are dedicated to “ Univer

sal Benevolence” because Freemasonry as a system is charged with
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the spirit of universal good will and friendliness. It does not matter

that there are some special privileges and obligations belonging to mem

bers of the organization—these do not interfere at all with the require

ment laid upon all Craftsmen to exercise the fraternal spirit toward all

mankind. “ Universal benevolence you are zealously to inculcate ” is

the charge given to every Master Mason. There is no institution

which in the broad sense of applying the term is more democratic than

ours. There is no society less exclusive than the Masonic organiza

tion, so far as its tenets and teachings are brought into the estimate.

Freemasonry seeks to bind the thought of its followers to these funda

mental truths: 1. There is one God and Father of men. 2. There is

one family, including all of God’s children. 3. We are to have sym

pathy with and care for all men as our brethren. Freemasonry is not

organized as a benefit society, to confine the good works of its mem

bers within the lines of the Masonic Fraternity. Beyond what is defi

nite and most obligatory in this respect are requirements which com

mand services in the way of good citizenship—of charity and true

fraternity. The separateness of Freemasonry relates to but a few

matters; its toleration. its breadth of human regard. its spirit of love

and'purpose of helpfulness, unite it practically to all mankind.

“Bro. —, who has received the degrees of Entered Apprentice

and Fellow Craft in the Lodge to which I belong. is refused advance

ment on the ground that in the judgment of an objecting member he is

not worthy to become a Master Mason. Does such an objection hold

good, not having been made until after the candidate had taken the

second degree? Ought not charges to be preferred by the objecting

brothers and a trial had?”

This is a case of seeming hardship as it has been explained to the

Editor of the Rerosrrour by a brother residing in another jurisdiction

and familiar with all the facts. Our opinion is asked in regard to the

equities involved in the case, and we do not hesitate to say that if

objections are made to the advancement of a candidate on the ground

of moral unworthiness, such objections should be put into formal

charges and a trial had to test whether they are true or false. Lt seems

but just to pursue this course; or else, as is the practice in several

jurisdictions, to submit the objections to the Lodge, allowing a majority

or three fourths vote to set them aside. But our opinion in regard to

what seems most equitable will not affect the law bearing upon such a

case as that under review. So excellent an authority as Mackey’s

Masonic Jurisprudence lays down the law as follows:

“The Fellow Craft possesses the right of applying to be passed to
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the degree of Master Mason; he is eligible as a candidate, but here

his right ceases. It goes no farther than the mere prerogative of ap;

plying. It is only the right of petition. The F. C. has in fact no more

claim to the third degree than an E. A. has to the second, or a profane

has to the first,”

Under this ruling a single objector in a Lodge can stay the progress

of a brother Fellow Craft and prevent his receiving the degree of a

Master Mason. There is no remedy, for it is further expressly de

clared by Dr. Mackey that an Entered Apprentice or Fellow Craft is

not entitled to a Masonic trial. The only relief, under such a con~

struction of law, that can come to a candidate thus held back is by the

voluntary withdrawal of the objection or by the death of the objector.

In the jurisdiction where the present writer resides the advancement

of candidates cannot be thus arbitrarily stopped.

“ Who was William Preston? What special services did he render

to Freemasonry ?”

William Preston is the name of a reliable Masonic historian—an

Englishman, born in 1742. who died in 1818. He was originally a

printer, but of so thoughtful and studious a mind that he madev good

progress in literary pursuits and acquisitions. He devoted himself to

Freemasonry for a number of years and acquired a deservedly impor

tant influence among Craftsmen. He died, as before stated. in 1818,

and his body is buried in the crvpt of St. Paul’s, London. Just when

he was initiated a Mason or to what Lodge he first belonged is not

quite clear. In It'ennl'ny's Enryclopcedia the following notice appears:

He was a member of the famous ‘Antiquity Lodge.’ He was

Deputy Grand Secretary under Grand Secretary Heseltine. and is said

to have prepared the “ History of Remarkable Occurrences.” He re

signed this otliee probably in 1779. when an unfortunate dispute arose

between Grand Lodge and " Antiquity ” Lodge. During the next 10

years he remained out of the Grand Lodge. and applied to the Grand

Lodge of York for a warrant to form a Grand Lodge south of the

Trent. Such a warrant was granted, though, of course, “ extra vires,”

and officers were appointed. In 1787, however. a reconciliation was

happily made, and Wm. l’restou. who had been expelled by Grand Lodge

hastily and unjustly, as we think now, was restored to his former

honours, and the Grand Lodge south of the Trent came to an end. In

1787 he founded the order of Harodim—a somewhat doubtful proceed

ing. His famous “ Illustrations of Masonry ” were first published in

a modest volume in 1772. The second edition was issued in 1775;

and before his death he had seen no less than nine editions, and some

say twelve. Several editions of his famous work have been published

in America and Germany. He may fairly be called the father of Ma
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sonic history. and his work will always be a standard work for Masons.

He was a painstaking and accurate writer; and though we have access

to MSS. which he never saw, yet on the whole his original view of

Masonic history remains correct. It is, in fact, essentially the guild

theory of Anderson.

That Preston engaged in some rash proceedings, “ new departures,"

which were hardly to be justified by the laws and rules of Freemasonry,

must be admitted; but he was an able and zealous Craftsman, who

will long be honored for his valuable services to the Masonic Institu

tion.

0 9

Editorial flutes.

Tm: as'rramc GRAND Mas-ran, Bro. E. H. Rhodes, at the recent

session of the Grand Lodge called the attention of his brethren to an

evil which needs correction, viz: The unlimited use of our tongues.

He referred to the practice of discussing Masonic affairs in public

places and in the presence of those who are not members of the Fra

ternity, giving instances where important action, the rejection of appli

cants, etc., had been thus disclosed, He exhorted Craftsmen to be

more discrete and to keep the discussion of Masonic proceedings to

themselves and apart from the outside world. These words of criti

cism and wholesome suggestion were spoken none too soon.

ONE of our esteemed contemporaries, the Canadian Craftsman, calls

the attention of visiting officers of a Grand Lodge to the duty they owe

to the Masonic press. It says: “ If they wish to have the members

of the Craft intelligent thinking men, they should urge on them the

necessity of subscribing to a Masonic paper. Lodges of instruction

are all very well so far as they go, but merely repeating the ritual in

a parrot-like fashion. without a proper understanding of the great les

sons they inculcate is not sufficient knowledge for leaders of the Craft.

The Masonic press is as necessary to the Craft in abolishing ignorance

and increasing knowledge as the common school is in the advancement

of learning." The suggestion seems everyway proper as applying to

all who exert influence in the Fraternity, and who desire increasing

light and knowledge to prevail among Craftsmen. Masonic publica

tions ought to he more widely circulated and more extensively read.

If inspecting officers and other prominent Masons who frequently have

the attention of members of Lodges, would but drop a word on this sub

ject as opportunities should occur, much benefit to the Craft wouldensne.
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AT A MEETING of the Triennial Committee of the Grand Com

mandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, held at the Parker House,

Boston. on \Vednesday, May 2d, reports were made by R. E. Sir

Samuel C. Lawrence, Chairman of the Committee, and by the Chair

men of the respective sub-committees, showing that the arrangements

are proceeding with order and dispatch, and with every promise of

satisfaction to all concerned. All Commanderies seeking accommoda

tions have been provided with quarters; no extortion has been at

tempted by any party; and it is believed that the Templars and their

families who attend the Triennial gathering in Boston next August will

be comfortably housed, hospitany entertained, and equitably dealt

with in all respects.

BRO. STEPHEN BERRY in the issue of the Masonic Token of May 15,

1895, calls attention to the recent action on one of the Masonic Lodges

in Maine, as follows:

“ ‘ Re-instated just before death, and given a Masonic Funeral,’ is

the brotherly entry in the return of Vernon Valley Lodge at Mount

Vernon, a lodge which we have always found ready to do all its duty

and something more. A small lodge, but with big-hearted members.

We do not know the case, but we can see that though the brother had

neglected his lodge duties, the brethren could not part with him until

they had taken him back into the masonic family, and we put it on

record because it is very pleasant to see."

We may regret that there was a need of such speedy action just “as

the soul was about to be set free from its mortal habitation; but our

thought agrees with the expression of Bro. Berry that the members of

Vernon Valley Lodge must be composed of generous, sympathetic and

noble men. They had a forgiving love for a. brother at the time of

his death.

AN ANNOUNCEMENT which appeared in last month's REPosrroar, in

the “ Masonic News ” department, has served to bring to the editor

several notes of enquiry from esteemed friends. These brethren and

others may understand that the item referred to was printed by inad

vertence. It has comforted us, however, under the mild criticism to

which we have been subjected because of the appearance of the notice

in question, to be assured that the pages of the Rsrosrromr are turned

and its contents scrutinized by our subscribers. The fact is encourag

ing; and it takes away a part of the regret which might otherwise be

more keen because something less than his usual care was exercised by

the editor in preparing the news items contained in the May issue of

the magazine.



FREEMASONS REPOSITOR Y.

masonic ideals.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Ma~

sonic News ” shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. \Ve shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Annual Meetings of Masonic Grand

Bodies in Portland, Maine.

The following is a condensation of

the reports of the meetings. as printed

in the Masonic Token of May 15th,

ultimo, published by Bro. Stephen

Berry, who is officially connected

with all the organizations here no

tieed.

The Grand Lodge met in Masonic

Hall at 9 A. M. on Tuesday, May 7,

1895. The one hundred and ninety

one Lodges 0! the jurisdiction were

nearly all represented in the attend

ance. Past Grand Master Wasgatt of

Florida was included among the visi

tors. The annual address 0! Grand

Master Burbank was an able and time!y

paper. He paid a tribute to the late

Grand Master Albert Moore, of North

Anson, recently deceased, as well as

to the dead of other jurisdictions.

His report of duties discharged

showed a busy year and many things

to refer to the several committees.

He gave a strong and impressive de

lineation of Masonic duties, which

was received with evident approval

by the members of Grand Lodge.

Grand Secretary Berry’s report on

returns showed 21,809 members, an

increase of 245; also 850 initiates, 124

affiliated, 372 died, and 224 dimitted.

Recognition was accorded the Grand

Lodge of New Zealand. The election

of otiiccrs resulted as follows: Gr.

Master, Aug. B. Farnham, Bangor;

D. G. M., Joseph A. Locke, Portland;

S. G.W.,Winfleld S. Choate, Augusta;

Jun. Grand Warden, Moses Tait,

Calais; Grand Treasurer, Marquis F.

King, Portland ; Grand Secretary,

Stephen Berry, Portland. Committee

of Finance, Edward P. Burnham,

Saco; Albro E. Chase, Portland;

Geo. R. Shaw, Portland. Trustees of

Charity Fund for three years, Frank

E. Sleeper, Sabattis; A. M. Wether

bee, Warren. '

The second day of the Grand Lodge

session, Wednesday, was devoted to

celebrating the seventy-fifth anniver

sary. Past Grand Master Edward P.

Burnham, delivered an able historical

address, Hiram Chase, the Senior

Past Grand Master, gave reminiscen

ces of early members, and Josiah II.

Drummond, Past Grand Master, de

livered an eloquent oration. Appro

priate musical selections were sung

by the Masonic choir.

On Thursday the Grand Oflicers,

elected and appointed, were installed

by Bro. Drummond in a graceful and

impressive manner, after which ser

vice the Grand Lodge closed.

On Tuesday evening, May 7, the

Grand Chapter of Maine convened,

the Grand High Priest, Seward S.

Stearns, presiding. Forty-eight 01
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the fifty-three chapters were repre

sented. The address of the Grand

High Priest and the reports of other

Grand Oiiieers made a good showing

of the prosperity which has attended

Capitular Masonry in Maine during

the last year. The following Grand

Officers were elected: G. H. P.,

Henry S. Webster, Gardiner; D. G.

H. P., Albro E. Chase, Portland;

Grand King. W. S. Hiuckley, Thom

aston; G. Scribe. Frederic W. Plais'

ted, Augusta; Gr. Treas., Rufus H.

Hinekley, Portland; Gr. Secretary.

Stephen Berry, Portland. Past Grand

High Priest Joseph A. Locke installed

the elected and appointed officers.

Thirteen of the sixteen Councils of

Royal and Select Masters were repre

sented in the Grand Council session,

which was held on Thursday, May 8,

1895, and presided over by Grand

Master Algernon M. Roak. The re

ports of the Grand Oflicers showed

a prosperous year, the gain being

184, the number of members now

being 2,042, with 215 admissions and

27 deaths. Orestes A. Crowell was

elected Grand Master and Stephen

Berry, Grand Recorder.

The Grand Commandery of Maine

met in Masonic Hall on Thursday,

May 9, 1895, at 2 P. M. Sixteen of

the nineteen Commanderles in the

State were represented. Grand Com

mander Wm. J. Landers presided.

His address and the reports of the

Grand Oilicers showed a prosperous

year and much interest. There are

19 Commandcries, 2,904 members, 230

knighted, and 30 have died. The in

crease in members is 148.

The following oflicers were elected:

Gr. Conr, Frederick S. Walls, Vinal

haven; D. G. (Yom., Albro E. Chase,

Portland; Gr. Gcn., Fritz H. Twitch

ell, Bath; Gr. C. Gcn., Frank E.

Sleeper, Sabattis; Grand Prelate, E.

Howard Vose, Calais; Gr. Sen. W.,

Wm. A. Albee, Rockland; Gr. J. W.,

Herbert Harris, East Machias; Gr.

Treas., Leander W. Fobes, Portland;

Gr. Recorder, Stephen Berry, Port

land. The Grand Oiiicers were in

stalled by Past Grand Commander

Joseph A. Locke. The Order of the

Temple was exemplified by St. Omer

Commandery of Waterville, Em. Sir

Warren C. Philbrook, Commander.

The annual conclavc was numeroust

attended and the business was con

ducted with order and promptness.

Observance of Ascension Day by

Joseph Warren Commandery.

This flourishing body of Knights

Templar-s, of which Em. Sir E. Bent

ley Young is Commander, observed

Ascension Day, Thursday, May 23,

1.895, by a well arranged and very

appropriate service held in the Dud

ley St. Church, Roxbury, Mass. Ex

cellent music suited to the occasion

was rendered by a choir under the

direction of Sir Knight Henry Bas

ford, Organist of Joseph Warren

Commandery. The sermon was de

livered by Rev. A. S. Gumbart, pastor

of the Dudley St. Baptist Church. A

number of clergymen took part in the

devotional services. A generous offer

ing was received the proceeds of which

will be applied to some branch of the

charitable work administered by the

Dudley St. Church whose invitation

to the Commandery to make use of

the house of worship for the desired

Ascension Day service was gratefully

appreciated. The occasion seems to

have been characterized by an order

of procedure quickening to the sensi

bilities of the Templar worshippers

and encouraging to their faith in a

risen and ascended Christ.
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Corner Stone Laid at Lowell, Mess.

On Saturday, May 25, 1895, the

Corner Stone of Grace Church (Uni

versalist) located on Princeton Street,

Lowell, was placed with Masonic

ceremonies. The exercises were under

the auspieces of the Grand Lodge 01'

Massachusetts, William North Lodge

of Lowell having charge, under direc

tion of Grand Master Holmes, of the

details. The programme included

several addresses by the pastor Rev.

R. A. Green and others; the laying of

the corner stone by M. W. Edwin l3.

Holmes, Grand Master of Masons in

Massachusetts, assisted by William

North Lodge of Lowell, Arthur S.

Cutler, W. Master; hymn, Masonic

quartet; request of chairman of build

ing committee, brother ll. P. Goodell;

response by the Grand Master; read

ing of selections from the Scriptures

and prayer by W. and Rev. Charles

A. Skinner, Grand Chaplain, reading

of list of contents of the box by the

Grand Treasurer, R. W. William H.

II. Soule; application of the jewels

to the corner stone; libation of corn

by the deputy grand master, R. W. S.

Lothrop Thorndike; libation of wine

by the senior grand warden, R. W.

George F. Walker; libation of oil by

the junior grand warden, R. W. Henry

J. Mills; invocation by the Grand

Chaplain, W. and Rev. Charles A.

Skinner ; presentation of working

tools to the architect, William Chester

Chase ; address by the Grand Master;

proclamation by the Grand Marshall,

W. Charles E. Phipps; hymn, sung by

the congregation, and benediction by

Grand Chaplain. The services were

witnessed by a large and interested

audience.

Scottish Rite Meeting in Portland,

Maine.

Maine (Yollsistory held a special

Rendezvous at Masonic Hall, Port

land, on Friday, May 24,1895. In the

afternoon the 2lst grade, Prussian

Knight. was conferred in due form,

with full ceremonies and appropriate

music, some fifty candidates receiving

the Order. An elaborate banquet was

served at 6 o‘clock. In the evening

the 30th grade—Grand Elect Knight

Kadosh of the White and Black

Eagle—was conferred with all the

impressive ceremonies of that degree.

The candidates who received the

Orders came from all parts of the

State. The attendance was large, and

the work under direction of Bro.

Albro E. Chase, 33°, Lient-Com

mandcr, was ably rendered. Rev.

Edmund B. Mallet, Jr., 33°, is the

Illustrious Commander-in-chief 0f the

jurisdiction, and Bro. SamuelF. Bcane,

33°, is illustrious Grand Secretary.

Semi-Annual Conclave of the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts

and Rhode island.

At Freemasons Hail, Providence,

the Semi-Annual session was held,

May 28, 1895. It was a numerousiy

attended conclave, notwithstanding

the fact that the Governor elect of

Rhode Island was inaugurated at

Newport on that day, and many mem

bers of the Grand Commandery resid

ing in this part of thejurisdiction felt

called upon to be present at his in

auguration and at the organizing of

the new General Assembly. All the

Grand Oiiicers but two were in their

places, also nine Past Grand Com~

manders, and quite a number of inter

ested visitors. R. E. Sir Samuel C.

Lawrence, Grand Commander, preside

ed. He delivered an able and timely

address, setting forth his official acts

and making several recommendations

regarding matters of importance.

His decisions were approved and
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his recommendations adopted. He

spoke confidently in regard to the

preparations going forward to ar

range for the Triennial gathering in

August next and urged all Comman

deries and Sir Knights in the jurisdic

tion to do their utmost to make the

occasion successful in the best sense

of the word. In the afternoon Joseph

Warren Commandery, E Sir E. Bent

ley Young, Commander, exemplified

the Order of the Red Cross, rendering

the ceremony according to the pre

scribed ritual and in an intelligent

and pleasing manner. The Temple

Quartette, under direction of Sir

Wm. H. Gerrish, organist, rendered

appropriate musical selections. The

Conclave closed at about 5 P. M.

The Sir_ Knights of Brattleboro,

Vermont, will attend the Trien

nial in Goodly Numbers.

A friend who writes to us in regard

to Masonic matters says that Temp

lary is in a fiurlshing condition in

Vermont at the present time. All

over the State preparations are going

forward having reference to the Tri

ennial gathering in Boston, beginning

August 29, 1895. Our correspondent

encloses the following clipping from

a local paper: Beauseant Comman

dry of Brattleboro will furnish at

least one hundred well equipped

knights for the occasion. “This body

which is largely composed of Brattle

horo’s young business men, has

recently secured new and striking

uniforms. with new paraphernalia

throughout, including a costly banner

for parades. Eminent Commander

D. P. Webster proposes to give his

commandcry all the pleasure which

the conclave can possibly afford, and

to that end he will, if possible, pro

vide a special train to take his men to

Boston, where they will have the very

best entertainment. It is hoped that

the wives and daughters of the Sir

Knights will accompany them, and

this will prove a pleasing feature of

the excursion. Brattlcboro’s com

mandery, like others of the Order, is

not entirely made up of her own

townspeople. Bellows Falls, Putney,

Wilmington and other towns are lib

erally represented in its membership,

and many of these men will attend

the eonelave with the local knights."

THE MIDDLE STATES.

New Masonic Temple in Albany,

N. Y.

A substantial and attractive Ma

sonic Temple is about to be erected

in Albany, the capital of the Empire

State, the site chosen being that

whereon stood the first Masonic

Lodge-house erected in America.

The Building Association took formal

possession of the ground on Wednes

day, May 1, 1895, and through its

representative Bro. James 'l'en Eyck,

Past Grand Master of Masons in New

York, turned the first spade of earth

-—n silver spade made for the occasion

being used—at which ceremony Bro.

Ten Eyck delivered an address of his

toric and Masonic significance. The

following sentences are copied from a

report of the address which appeared

in the Albany Argus:

BRETHREN.—In accordance with

the terms of the deed from Master’s

Lodge, No. 5, Free and Accepted

Masons, to the Masonic Hall Associa

tion of Albany, N. Y., and acting for

that Association, I do now formally

take possession of this ground. His~

toric to us for the reason that in 1768

the Lodge-house first owned by a

Lodge was here located, and memora

ble from the fact that this land has

been in possession of the Lodge con

tinuously since 1766. it is needless
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for me to call your attention to the

significance to us as Masons of the

northeast corner. We are assembled

here to-day to take the first steps

from which will arise a building

erected to the glory of God the honor

of the Craft, and for the good of

mankind. Standing here to-day in

the northeast corner, with gratitude

to God for His loving kindness, re

joicing in the soon fulfillment of our

hopes for many years, happy that to

me falls the honor of starting the

good work of our building, I will

now, with the implement of opera

tive Masonry, pierce the earth that

the good work may proceed, and this

place may be a place of meeting where

men may become better mcu. where

all of our Craft may believe more

than ever in God and practice charity.

That we may be good citizens, faith

ful to our duties, is my earnest wish

and fervent prayer. The magnificent

temple about to be erected to the

glory of the great Jehovah, will be

sublimely beautiful—not alone in its

grandeur, splendor and magnificent

proportions—hut also more firmly

cementing a great Brotherhood whose

history, and noble tenets and deeds,

will stand through the labyrinth of

ages.

The Fraternity in Albany and vicin—

ity are to be congratulated on the

prospect of soon entering into posses

sion of a commodious Masonic Home,

to stand on the site on which the first

Lodge-house in America was erected.

THE SOUTH.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Kentucky.

The last issue of the Masonic Home

Journal contains a report of the an

nual meeting of the Grand Command

ery of Kentucky, at Bowling Green,

May 15 and 16, 1895. We note the

following items of the report: One

of the matters of general interest in

the business transacted was the adop

tion of amendment to the constitution

offered at the last conclave by Past

Grand Commander Wm. Ryan. “ No

Commandery in thisjurisdiction shall

confer the orders on a sojourner whose

flxed place of abode is within another

State, without permission from the

nearest commandery in said State.

Each subordinate commandery in

thisjurisdictiou shall have concurrent

jurisdiction over all petitioners living

in this State.”

Past Grand Commanders' jewels

were presented to the following four

oldest Past Grand Commanders:

Charles Rankin W00drufl', 1866-67;

Rev. John Worrall, 1868—69; lIenry

Martin Smith, 1871; William Henry

Warren, 1872. Sir Samuel H. Starr

was elected Grand Commander and

Sir Lorenzo I). Croniuger Grand Re

corder, and these with the other

officers elected and appointed were

installed in public by R. E. Warren

La Rue Thomas, Deputy Grand

Master of the Grand Encampment of

the United States. The conclave was

well attended and the proceedings

pleasant and harmonious.

CANADA.

Cryptic Rite in New Brunswick.

St. Stephen Council of Royal and

Select Masters, No. 10, was consti

tuted at St. Stephen, N B., April 11,

1895. A delegation of the brethren

from St. John gave directions in the

formalities of organizing the new

body. They had the assistance of a

number of Cryptic Rite Masons from

Calais, Maine. The oilicers of the

Council are the following: Moses

McGowan, ’l‘. I. M.; A. Mungall, Rt.

I. M.; Ilcnry Graham, Ill. M.; It. W.

Whitlock, Chaplain; Walter W. In

ches, Recorder; Frank M. Murchie,

Treasurer; Julius 'I‘. Whitlock, M.

of 0.; Robt. W. Grimmer, Con. of
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Council; W S. A. Douglass, Steward;

Frank O‘Sullivan, C. of G.; John Mc

Gibbon, Organist; George F. Cox,

Sentinel. After the ceremonies con

nected with instituting the new Coun

cil came an excellent banquet and

pleasant speeches of a fraternal char

acter from several brethren.

ENGLAND.

Anniversary Festival of the Royal

Masonic Institution for Girls.

The London Freemason, issued on

the 11th ultimo, contains a long and

interesting report of the exercises

held at the 107th Anniversary Festival

of the. above-named Institution, May

8, 1895. A numerous company which

included many distinguished Masons

convened at Freemasons’ Tavern and

partook of an excellent dinner. The

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe, Deputy

Grand Master, presided ; he announced

a number of the regular toasts and

prefaced the same with graceful and

appropriate remarks. His announce

ment of the toast, “The Most Wor

shipful Grand Master,” was in the

words following: “ The history of

the development of the Institution

which we have met here to support

to-night is a small reflection of the

history of Masonry in this country;

of the development of Masonry dur

ing the last half century; and es

pecially during the last 20 years of

that half century; and I would ask

you whether one of the great causes

of that development has not been that

his Royal Highness the Prince of

Wales, the heir to the throne of this

country, and the other members of

the Royal Family have not supported

us most loyally and heartily; because

it is our pride to have his Royal High

ness the Prince of Wales as our Grand

Master, and because we acknowledge

the benefits he has conferred upon

Masonry in this country, and also be-'

cause of our loyalty to the office which

he holds as Grand Master that we

always welcome his name with the

greatest enthusiasm at our meetings,

and with not the less enthusiasm when

it is coupled with the gracious Prin

cess who, while he is Grand Patron

and President of this Institution, also

graces this Institution with her patron

age as Grand Patroness. I shall,

therefore, give you without any fur

ther words, because they are abso

lutely unnecessary, the toast of “ His

Royal Highness the Prince of Wales,

Most Worshipful Grand Master, Grand

Patron and President of this Institu

tion, the Princess of Wales, Grand

Patroness of this Institution, and the

other members of the Royal Family."

Responding to a toast to himself the

Earl of Mount Edgcumbe spoke in

warm commendation of the good work

accomplished by the “ Royal Masonic

Institution for Girls.” He said the

school is now in a most prosperous

condition. Two hundred and sixty

three girls, the daughters of Free

masons, are now receiving the benefits

of the Institution whose management

is‘in excellent hands. The speaker

expressed his gratification in being

identified with the Anniversary Festi

val intended to provide money for the

support of the sohool, and closed

with an expression of confident hope

that the results of this year‘s Festival

would meet the financial need of 1895.

The expectation of the presiding ofl‘i

cer tell far short of the reality, for

when the stewards reckoned up their

accumulations the total was found to

be in excess of £16000. showing the

financial productiveness of the Anni

versary to be larger than ever before

except in Jubilee year. We rejoice

with our English brethren in the suc

cess that was achieved.
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JAPAN.

Present Conditions of Freemasonry

in Japan.

The Trestle Board has an article en

titled “ Masonry in Japan,“ from

which the following extract is taken :

Freemasonry does not make much

progress in this country. There are

no Lodges composed of natives. The

United Grand Lodge of England

founded two Lodges at Yokohama;

Lodge, No. 1092, in 1867, withaR.

A. Chapter, and Otento-salna Lodge,

No. 1263, in 1869; one at Tokio,

Niphon Lodge, in 1870 (the existence

of a second Lodge is uncertain); and

at Kobe, Rising Sun Lodge, No. 1401,

in 1872. These Lodges formed, in

1874, District Grand Lodge, under the

U. G. L. of England. There is, be

sides, the Hiogo and Osake Lodge,

No. 498, which holds from the Grand

Lodge of Scotland. These foreign

Lodges, it is said, have never initiated

a native. Some years ago General

Legendre, an American, made an at

tempt to erect aLodge for the natives,

but he did not succeed on account of

the many difficulties he was unable to

overcome, both on the side of his

American brethren and on that 0! the

Japanese themselves. The Japanese

are represented as having little apti

tude for our Institution, as they are

children without any ideal aspira

tions, having only sense for what is

immediately useful or beneficial.

Masonic Meetings, June, 1895.

[This list is intended to include meetings in Rhode Island and the immediate vicinity, other than

those held in Providence. We trust, by the help of Secretaries and others interested in the various

Masonic bodies, to be able to present s complete and accurate list for each month.-—Em'ron.]

LODGES.

Atlantic . . . . . . . . . .No. 31.. . . .New Shorchnm. . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday evening, 1.

Barney Merry.. . No. 29. .. intucket. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tiiursday “ 13.

Annual . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. “ “ 27.

Charity . . . . . . . ..No 23. . . . . Hope Valley. . . . . . . . . . . . ..Thursday “ 6.

Doric. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 38. . . Auburn . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 12.

Eureka . . . . . . . . . .No. 22.... .Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ 4.

Friendship . . . . . . .No. 7... . .Chepachet. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sa.turdny “ 1.

Franklin . . . . . . . ..No. 20... . . Westerly. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday “ 4.

Granite . . . . . . . .No. 26. . . .Harrisvilie. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Satnrday " 8.

Hamilton. ... . . . .No. 15... . .Clayvilie . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 1.

Harmony . . . .. No. 9, . . .Pawluxct . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " 4.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . .No. 25. . . . .Wakeficld . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday. “ 5.

ionic. . . . . . . . . . . .No. 28. .. .Greene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday “ 7.

Jenks. . . . . . . . . . ..No, 24... . .Centrsl Falls. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Mondsy “ 17.

King Solomon’s...No. 11.....East Greenwich . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday " 4.

Manchester. . . . . ..No. 12... . .Anthony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday “ 7.
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Mount Moriah ..No. 8.....Limerock . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday evening. 7

Morning Stun... No. 18 .. . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursduy “ 6

Rising Sun. . .No. 30... . East Providence . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 28.

Roger Williams.v .No. 32. .. Centredale . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 1

St. Alban's. No. 6 Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 5

St. John‘s. . . . . . ..N0. 1.....Newp0rt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..M0nday “ 3

St. Paul’s . . . . .. No. 14.... Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 10.

Temple. . . . . . . . ..No. 18. .. Greanville . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Saturday “ 8.

Union. . . . . . . . ..No. 10 ....Puwtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Wednesday “ 5.

Unity. . . . . . . . . ..N0. 34. . . . .Lonsdale. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesdny “ 4

Warwick . . . . . . . ..No. 16. .. Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'I‘hursday “ 6

Wasliington..... No. 3.... Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..'1‘uesday “ 4

Washington . . . . ..No. 5.....Wickford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 8

ROYAL ARCH CHAPTERS.

Aquidneck . . . . . . . No. 9.. . . . Portsmouth . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday evening. 8.

Franklin . . . . . . . . .No. 7 .. . Hope Valley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday " 12.

Hope . . . . . . . . . . . N0. 6. .. .Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Monday “ 10.

Landmark . . . . . . No. 10.... .Phenix . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .Friday " 14.

Newport. . . . . . . .No. 2... . .Newport. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tueaday “ 25.

Pawtucket . . . . . . .No. 4. . . . .Pawtueket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Wednesday “ 12.

Temple. . . . . . . . . . No. 3.. . . . Warren. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . - . . Wednesday “ 12.

Scituate . . . . . . . . .No. 8... . .Scituate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Saturday “ 8.

Union . . . . . . . . . . .No. 5 . .Woonsocket . . . . . . . . .. . . . . .Monday “ 3.

COUNCILS, R. AND B. M.

Deblois. . . . . . . . ..N0. 5.....Newport.' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesduy evening, —.

Pawtucket . . . . . . .No. 2. ...Pawtucket . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 8.

Webb . . . . . . . . . ..No. 3.....Warren . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Tuesday “ —.

Woonsoeket. . . . .No. 4.. . . . Woonsocket . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " —.

COMMANDERIES.

Bristol . . . . . . . . . . . . . . N0. 29. . . . .North Attleboro. Mass. .Fridny evening, 7.

Godfrey de Bouillon..No. 25... . .Fall River, Mass. . . . . . . .Monday “ 17.

Holy Sepulchre . . . . . .No. 8. .. . Pawlucket . . . . . . . . . . ..Friday “ 21.

Narragansett . . . . . . . ..No. 27... . . Westerly . . . . . . . . . . . . . Monday “ 10.

Sutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..N0. 16.....New Bedford, Mass ...'l‘hursdny " 6.

Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . .No 24... . .Woonsocket. . . . . . . . . ..'l‘uesday “ 11.

Milford . . . . . . . . . . . . . .No. 11. . . . .Milford . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..M0nduy “ 24.

SCOTTISH RITE BODIES.

Van Renaelaer Lodge of Perfection, Newport. . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday evening, -—.
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Meetings in Freemasons Hall, Providence,

FOR JUNE. 1896.

St. John‘s Lodge, No. 1, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday evening, 19

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday " 6.

What Cheer Lodge, No. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Friday " 7.

Corinthian Lodge, No. 27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday " 11.

Redwood Lodge, No. 35 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .1. . . . .Monday " 10.

Orpheus Lodge, No. 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . , . . .Wednesday “ 12.

Nestell Lodge. No. 37 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursday “ 13.

Providence Royal Arch Chapter, No. l . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Thursduy “ 20.

Providence Council, Crvptic Rite . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Friday “ 14.

St. John‘s Commandery, No. 1 . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . .Monday “ 3.

Calvary Commandery, No. 13 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 4.

Scottish Rite Bodies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Wednesday " 26.

Adelphoi Lodge. No. 83, meets at its Hall, North Main

Street, Providence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Tuesday “ 4

Rhode Island and lilicinitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interestwlll appear.

Secretaries and otheroflicers of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren, are invited and urged to

i'urnish material for ihle department. Reports, notices, etc., received by the Editor not later than

the 20th of any month will ilnd place in the'ilsue oi the month next following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.i

Tm: ONi-z HUNDRED AND FIFTH Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of Rhode Island, held at Freemasons Hall, Providence, May 20, 1895,

was numerously attended. Grand Master Ms. W Elisha H. Rhodes presided.

He delivered an able address, setting forth his ofiiclal actions during the year

and suggesting many things worthy of consideration. He added to the formal

words of his written address some wholesome counsels which it is hoped may

have a deep and lasting impression. The Grand Secretary‘s report showed a

prosperous year for the Craft of Rhode Island. One new Lodge has been

established, Saint Andrew’s, Riverside, for which a Charter was voted in

accordance with recommendation of Committee on Charters. The Committee

on Foreign Correspondence reported adversely on the Mississippi plan for

uniform rules otjurisdiction, and their report was approved. The Commit
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tee on Memorial Volume reported the completion of the work, and stated that

the book, of which copies were shown to members of Grand Lodge, would be

soon ready [or delivery to subscribers and purchasers. The report was ac

cepted and the Committee continued. Bro. E. l’. Lowden of Pawtucket was

elected Grand Master. A complete list of oflicers elected and appointed ap

pears on another page. ’

IT HAS FREQUENTLY ocurred within our knowledge that a father has

been privileged to confer the Masonic degrees on his son, but a recent instance

is the first which has passed under the observation where a son has initiated

his father into the mysteries of Freemasonry. At the regular April meeting

of St. John’s Lodge, No.1, in Providence, the Worshipful Master received,

among other candidates, his father, thus imparting to the occasion an element

of unique character and notable interest. It was exceedingly pleasant to the

present writer to be present when this event took place, and be a witness of

so unusual an incident as that here mentioned.

ST. ANDREW‘s Loner, N0. 1, of Riverside was constituted, with fitting

ceremonies, on the evening of Thursday, May 30, 1895, by Mr. W.'. Edward

P. Lowden, Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, assisted by ofilcers of

the Grand Lodge of this Jurisdiction. The new Lodge to which a charter was

granted at the recent meeting of Grand Lodge, has been at work, for several

months under a Dispensation issued by Ms. W.-. Bro. E. H. Rhodes then

Grand Master. The report of the special inspecting ofiicer was exceedingly

favorable and the charter was granted by unanimous vote. St. Andrew’s starts

out in its career under auspicious conditions and no doubt is entertained of

its future prosperity and usefulness.

ST. JOHN’S LODGE N0. 1, of Providence was convened in an emergent

communication on Sunday, May 26th ultimo, to give Masonic burial to a

Sojourner, Bro. M. Wilson, who had been in Providence but for a brief period,

having recently resided in Barbadoes where he seems to have had considerable

prominence in Masonic organizations. The papers and testimonials in his

possession show that his brethren held him in high esteem and that they

bestowed upon him some special token of favor. St. John’s Lodge, W. Bro.

Walter A. Presbrey, Master, gave Masonic burial to the stranger brother, and

tenderly laid away the mortal remains in Grace Church cemetery, Providence.

THE RECENT sessrou of the Grand Council of Royal and Select Masters oi!

Rhode Island was a pleasant occasion. The following brethren were chosen

officers: Horace S. Richardson, Grand Master; Enos A. Clarke, Deputy

Grand Master; Chas. P. Manchester, Prin. Commander of the Work; Frank

S. Congdon, Grand Treasurer; Wm. R. Greene, Grand Recorder; Jonathan

Allenson, Grand Chaplain; Eugene Stevens, Grand C. of G. ; Charles E. Card,

Grand C. of (h; William Carey, Grand Marshal; S. Penrose Williams, Grand

Steward; H. G. Macdougall, Grand Musical Director; Richard Chadwick,

Grand Sentinel. It was voted to print the proceedings of the last three years.

The Editor of the REPOSITORY was complimented by being elected a perma

nent member of the Grand Council.
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The Eondlg Heritage.

Oh, what a goodly heritage

The Lord to us has given!

How blest the Brotherhood that pledge

Their Mason-vows to heaven!

We sing the mystic chain that binds

'l‘hese western realms in one;

Such loving hearts. such liberal minds,

No other land has known.

Ten thousand lights in Mason halls

Are gleaming on our eyes;

Ten thousand emblems o'nrthe walls

'l‘ell whence the gleaming" is;

And when the portals op'e to pass

The humble seeker in,

The voice of prayer prevades the place,

And proves the light Divine!

On every hill our Brothers lie,

And green sprigs deck the knoll;

'l‘helr fall brought sorrow to the eye,

But triumph to the soul;

Our orphans sing in many a home,

Our widow’s hearts are glad,

And Mason light dispels the gloom

And comfort find the sad.

Thus link in link, from shore to shore,

The mystic chain is wound;

Oh, blended thus forever more,

Be Mason spirit found! _

And while the heavens, on pillars sure,

Of Strength and Wisdom stand,

May Brotherhood like ours endure,

Where Strength and Wisdom blend !—-Bro. Rob. Morris.
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fist of the Slams.

~ I ONY GLENN, like Mrs. Stowe’s Topsy, “just grew up.” His

- earliest recollection was of being kicked and cufi’ed, and

. nearly starved by a drunken couple, who dwelt in the slums of

the great seaport, and whose one regular diet was rum, food being inci

dental to the fiery beverage. He was made to beg at the earliest possi

ble period, and invariably beaten if his returns did not foot up a stipu

lated sum. At the age of seven Tony formed the acquaintance of one

Tom Fielding, a boot-black and newsboy, some ten years 'I‘ony's senior,

and with a practical knowledge of lowly city life.

We speak of the “ milk of human kindness.” It must have been

the very cream of that amiable trait that first induced 'l‘om Fielding

from 'his lofty height to look down upon the forlorn, unkcpt, battered

and ragged tatterdemalion from the slums. Were not his “shines”

the envy of his rivals, and his skill in manipulating the snob and brush

famous among the craft? And his literary ability—think of that! He

could read the very papers he sold, and had never been to school a day!

No wonder he was a leader among his follows i

And Tom, in a leisure moment, had met Tony at a street corner,

after the latter had absolutely failed in his daily task, and his look of

utter despair had impressed Tom, and by that sympathetic power. that

“touch of pity that makes the world akin," Tony was soon pouring

into Tom’s ear the history of his sufierings—of his miserable home and

its drunken inmates, and of the wretched life he led from day to day.

“ And you’re sure they ain't your father and mother?” said Tom,

in quiringly.

“ Oh, I heard ’em say many a time my father and mother died before

I was two year old,” said Tony.

“Well, you leave ’em 3” said Tom, decidedly. “ Come with me.

I’ll teach you to shine, and sell papers. Don’t go back to ’em, never!"

The look of gratitude in Tony’s eyes would have rewarded an angel

for doing a kindly act. He seiZed Tom’s hand convulsively, and with

tears stealing down his face, he tried in vain to utter the thanks of a

full heart. The two had been so intent on the matter before them, that

they had not cast a thought toward a stranger standing but half a dozen

feet away, by a lamp-post, as if intending to hail a street-ear. The

two were about to move away when a voice, unusually winning, reached

their ears :

“ lily young friends, wait a moment."
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The two boys turned, and looked upon the face of a gentleman of

apparently fifty years, and with an expression of countenance that can

only accompany a heart all aglow with love to God and man. But it

was Uncle Toby Beebe’s eyes that fascinated the two youngsters.

Their light was most kindly, the very soul of benevolence shining in

their clear depths, but they were keen and searching, and Tom fortu

nately stood the test, and met the gentlemen’s earnest gaze with a

steady, yet respectful look.

“ I have heard, my young friend, this boy's story. and your promise

to assist him. I believe in you, and that you would do him a kindness

if in your power.”

"- Sure, I would, sir, and glad of the chance," said Tom, sturdily.

“ Well, here,” said Uncle Toby, bringing forth a roll of bills, “ are

ten dollars. Take the boy to some respectable clothing store and rig

him out in comfortable shape, bring me what change is left. and bring

the boy to-morrow morning at nine o’clock to this corner. I will pay

you well for your trouble."

“ I‘ll do it, sir,” said Tom, clate with the importance of his errand

of mercy. "I know the very place, sir. The store-keeper was once

a boot-black and newshoy himself, and lots of us patronize him. He’s

all right. Nine o’clock sharp, to-morrow morning, sir."

Uncle Toby Beebe had heard Tony's address while he was telling

his story, and he obtained the services of a policeman, and an hour '

after they were standing in the presence of the rude guardians of Tony.

“ You have a boy, not your own. I wish to take him to a good home

in the country.”

If the kind-hearted man had not worked on their fears in the pres

ence of a policeman, he would have had a diflicult task before him.

Did they wish to.be arrested for teaching the boy to beg? He arrived

at the truth at last. They had come over from England in the same

vessel that had brOught Tony's father and mother. He had been a

carpenter, and had obtained work from a man who belonged to a secret

society, and here the woman fished out a Masonic pin from an odd

assortment in a cracked tea-cup. The mother died a few weeks after

Tony’s birth, and the father nearly two years after, leaving the child in

their care. They did not tell, however. that they were a sober, rc

spectable couple at the time, and that Tony’s father had left some

twelve hundred dollars in money, and some household goods, and that

they had squandered everything. As before said, their fears, and

Uncle Toby’s threats to appeal to the law for letters of guardianship.

compelled them to yield all claim to Tony in consideration of fifty dol
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lars; and by the ofi‘er of an additional two dollars, Uncle Toby carried

away with him the Masonic emblem. Con Farren, the policeman, was

so well pleased with the ten dollar gold piece that Uncle Toby slipped

into his hand, that he begged that benevolent gentleman's address,

which was cheerfully given. Con built wiser than he knew.

Promptly at ten minutes before nine the next morning, Tom and

Tony were on hand, and when Uncle Toby arrived five minutes later,

be surveyed his young charge critically, and when he learned that the

total outlay had been eight dollars and some cents, he exclaimed:

“ A handsome bargain, my young friend. I have been to see this

young lad’s folks, and they have consented to have him go with me.

Now, your address, Mr. Tom."

Tom gave his name in full. and the second-hand store as a place

where he often went, and when Uncle Toby not only allowed him to

keep the nearly two dollars in change, but added a crisp five-dollar bill

to it, it took away something of the pang ol' parting with the little

waif he had befriended. Uncle Toby promised to let him know how

Tony prospered, and the three went their respective ways.

That evening Tony. under the kindly guidance of his guardian, ar

rived at his new home. And what a home it was—what a change from

a hell on earth to a heaven below! A capacious, sun-lit dwelling, with

trellis-work and clambering vines. and a garden beyond where the bean

. tiful blended with the useful, and these just at the outskirts of a typical

New England village. while the farm of two hundred acres exhibited

the care of skilled culture. Tobias Beebe, to give him his proper name.

had never known poverty. He was born in Graftin, the village by the

sea where he still lived, and was its chief ofilcial, the warden of its

leading church, and half owner of its extensive manufacturing. His

sobriquet of “Uncle” he was really not entitled to, as he had no

nephews 0r nieces, but owed his title to the fact that he had been named

by his father after Uncle Toby Shandy, a character so gloriously illu

minated by the genius of Lawrence Sterne, the English divine. There

are hundreds who peruse these stories who perhaps have never read

Tristram Shandy, and the writer cannot forbear the temptation to quote

what many learned critics have declared the most musical sentence in

our language. It follows immediately after Uncle Toby swore his first

08th :

“The accusing spirit that flew up to heaven’s chancery with that

oath blushed as he gave it in, and the recording angel as he wrote it

down dropped a tear upon the word, and blotted it out forever.”

No warmer heart over heat in human breast than in that of Tony’s
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guardian. But he was not easily deceived, and he saw unmistakable

signs that Tony’s young heart was overflowing with genuine gratitude.

And his wife, five years his junior, he had loved since they first met,

and was about to propose to her when he learned to his great sorrow

that she was already engaged. He remained single until she became a.

widow—the widow of a cold, stern cynic, whom she could not even

respect—and when Tobias 'Beebe came to her and told her of his early

love. of his remaining single as he had no place in his heart for another.

the widowed heart overflowed with gratitude to God that one so hon

ored and beloved should take the place of one who had made her life

a desert. She felt herself supremely blest, and was. This was thirteen

years before the opening of our story. Two children had blest their

union—Margery, now nearly twelve, and Paul, rising ten. To say

that they were worthy of their parentage will suffice to introduce them.

The fact that Tony had not been domiciled beneath their home-roof

more than fifteen minutes before the youngsters had hunted up the dis

carded playthings of their earlier years, and turned them over to the

six-years-old Tony to his unbounded delight, is enough to prove that

they had inherited the kindly natures of their father and mother.

A happy family, the reader will say, but nnalloyed happiness is not

an earthly product. Uncle Toby Beebe and his wife were Christians

indeed, but it is a terrible test of faith in our Heavenly Father always

to say: “ Not my will, but Thine be done.”

There was one dweller beneath that roof in whose presence we feel

like standing with unslippered feet, for the ground whercon she trod

seemed Holy. Esther Vail, now thirty, was the only living sister of

Uncle Toby. In her childhood and maidenhood she had been grave

and thoughtful, and intensely intellectual. Her beauty had passed into

a proverb. but her modesty was that of the violet. She had been urged

by an eminent sculptor to pose as the Madonna, but in vain. For such

a woman to love was to idolize, and when Hilary Vail crossed her path,

became her father’s guest, and, while yet a student in theology, preached

in the village church a sermon that stirred the hearts of old and young

as never before, Esther knew she had met a spirit kindred to her own.

They met from time to time, they loved, they married. They returned,

after a two weeks' bridal tour, one Saturday noon, the happiest of the

happy. The husband was to be ordained the next day, and assume the

pastorate of the village church. Taking advantage of Esther’s tem

porary absence, visiting an afflicted neighbor, he went down to the

coast, and. although born inland, and unused to managing a sailboat,

he ventured forth alone. It is an old, old story—a sudden squall, and
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another life gone out. leaving wrecked hearts hehind. And Esther?

She had worshiped him as a miser worships his gold. For three long

months she never shed a tear. Physicians looked grave, and found this

would end in madness. They brought his letters to her one day. and

laid them open before her. They returned to find that the fountain of

her tears was unsealed. She sobbed convulsively, and was saved. But

the dense shadow that had fallen upon her never entirely disappeared.

She even smiled at times, but her life seemed given up to kindly deeds,

a very sister of mercy. Many would have been proud to cast them

selves at the feet of the beautiful, almost saintly. woman, and sue for

her favor, but they saw the gulf between them and her.

And how fares it with Tony Glenn? The reader would require a

second introduction before he would recognize in the rosy-checked, full

chested, handsome lad of nearly twelve, the shock-haired, dilapidated,

gaunt street Arab, of five or six years before. He had proven an apt

scholar, and four times every year he wrote a letter to his first friend,

Tom Fiedliug, who was now a prosperous dealer in the peanut, candy

and fruit line. and controlled two news-stands. Yes, Tony was happy

as a lark, and gave his friends no occasion to reget their kindness.

Uncle Toby’s manufacturing interests led to his making frequent

trips to the great seaport, and on one day Mrs. Beebe received a dis

patch from him requesting Tony to take the afternoon boat for the city,

as his friend Tom Fielding was dying. He was at once supplied with

money, and as the boat stopped but fifteen minutes before returning,

he went to the dock in time to see her come in. What was his astonish

ment to meet Tom Fielding among those first to come ashore. He was

dressed handsomely, and looked quite the gentleman. After the first

surprise and greetings were over, Tony related to Tom the incident of

the dispatch. The latter reflected a moment, and said:

“I guess I understand it. And so, Mr. Beebe will be home to

morrow morning. I must wait and see him. Business, Tony, my boy,

business 1” and a pleasant light was in Tom’s eye as he looked on the

lad he had befriended years before. Tom was introduced to Mrs.

Beebe and Aunt Esther, and when he called them aside and made

known his errand, he was made doubly welcome. Uncle Toby returned

the next day, and was glad to see Tom, whom he had met from time to

time in the city. But he was to learn that Tom. now twenty-two past,

had joined the Masonic fraternity, and had wisely subscribed for a

Masonic magazine. He opened a copy he had with him, and pointed

out the following:

“One hundred pounds will be given for information leading to the
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discovery of William Glenn, formerly of Worcester county, England.

If dead. the same sum will be given for knowledge of his heirs, if

there be any. Said William Glenn was a Mason in good standing, and

as a considerable fortune awaits him or his heirs, the Order will confer

a favor by calling attention of brothers to this notice."

Here followed the address of Rev. Howard Glenn, the sender. Uncle

Toby was one who belieyed that the right time to do the right thing is

now! He sent a cable dispatch in a half hour, and the next morning

he received a reply that the sender would start for the United States by

the next out-coming steamer.

Ten days after, a stranger, of perhaps forty years, arrived. His

countenance was singularly handsome, but were a grave cast of thought.

He was the Rev. Howard Glenn, uncle to Tony. A grand uncle, a

bitter opponent of secret societies, had been offended by William

Glenn's having first become a Mason, and afterward marrying a Mason’s

orphan. But time and the approach of death. and the urgent pleas of

Howard Glenn, for an equal division of his estate had had their effect,

and the will was changed.

It was the resident minister who told Howard Glenn the sad story of

Esther’s loss, and invited him to fill his pulpit on the next Sabbath.

He did so, and took for his text, "Blessed be they that mourn.” Esther

Vail listened as one entranced. And when she saw the tear-bedewed

eye, watched the trembling lip, and the massive chest heaving with

emotion, she said to herself, as if inspired:

“ This is not mere oratory. He, too, has suffered, God pity him, as

I have suffered !"

And as the minister wished a vacation, the Rev. Howard Glenn con

sented to fill the pulpit for a few weeks, during which time he was

Uncle Toby Beehe's most welcome guest. And people came from

neighboring towns to hear the eloquent divine whose story became

known. His bride of six months had been killed instantly by his side

in a railroad collision, and that pity which is akin to love found lodge

ment in Esther Vaii's heart, and when an offer came to Rev. Glenn of

a pastorate in a thriving city inland, he asked for a month’s time for

reflection. He said no word to Esther Vail to indicate his feelings, but

his love for the beautiful woman shone in every glance, and her eyes

answered his. One day he approached her, and, taking her unresisting

hand in his, said:

~‘ Esther, shall I accept the pastorate I have been ofl’ered, and stay

in America, or return to England? The decision rests with you.”

“ Howard, if in your heart you can find a place for me, stay I" came
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the answer, and then their lips met for the first time in a kiss that the

angels might have looked upon and approved.

Tom Fielding was overwhelmed with astonishment when, at the wed

ding, the Rev. Glenn presented him the hundred pounds reward. He

had not even thought of it. Tony was old enough to know that he

owed a world of gratitude to Tom and Uncle Toby. And Uncle Toby

Beebe and his loving wife have lived to see their beloved sister Esther

radiantly happy, and thank heaven devontly for “ the light that shines

through darkness.”—Bro. S. 0. Crane, in M'asonic Advocate.

Theughts on Entered gpprentise agree.

‘ F I were called upon to decide as to which one of the several

Masonic Degrees was the most important, as to which one

calls for the most careful explanation at the hands of the

Worshipnt Master, I would answer at once, “The Entered Appren

tice." It is true that this Degree does not usually receive much con

sideration. the trend of interest setting fairly toward the Master's

Degree. In many excellent Lodges the E. A. lecture is ordinarily

postponed to a more convenient season, which lags behind the awaking

zeal of the young Brother until the pressure of circumstances and his

natural desire for more light compel him to deem it of little importance.

Anciently, we are informed, it was customary for the newly-made

Brother to abide for a period within the walls of the Entered Appren

tice Lodge, there to be instructed in the first principles of correct Ma

sonic life and conduct. He was not permitted to advance until he had

given satisfactory evidence of his knowledge, not only of what per

tained, per se, to the First Degree, and differentiated it from the other

symbolic Degrees, but also and particularly of what its real significance

was.

Not the veiled mysteries of the other Degrees were at this time made

manifest to him, but he was instructed in such a manner' as to prepare

him fora logical and beautiful unfolding of the lessons partly given

and partly hinted at upon his first journey towards the East. The

fallow ground of his understanding was ploughed, harrowed and sowed,

and he was given to believe that thorns and thistles would not spring

up from the good wheat committed to the fostering care of our mother

earth. He could confidently expect a. harvest commensurate with the

quality of the seed, for it is quality that counts, after all. He sought
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admission to the \Lodge in order to learn, and his faltering steps under I

guidance of a true and trusty friend upon whose fidelity he might with

confidence rely, were directed towards a goal he could indeed but dimly

discern, but of whose existence be was inwardly conscious because it

must of necessity lie before him. If be reflected upon the matter at

all, and if he was qualified to become a good Mason, he must have

thought deeply, he would have known that within the husk of care

monial and ritual lay the ripened grain of Masonic truth, and that be

yond the symbols of square and compasses stretched the great realms

of knowledge whose metes and bounds are measured and circumscribed

by these Masonic implements.

The very questions with which he was plied must have aroused within

his soul the most profound inquiries of time and eternity, and have

brought him face to face with the great mysteries of here and the here

after.

In the whole course of his subsequent Masonic life no more fitting

opportunity could arise for impressing upon him the true meaning of

Masonry. This could be done without in the least trenching upon the

domain of the other Degrees, and without plunging him into the deep

waters of interpretation. He could be given to know that Masonry is

the oldest form of natural religion, that its foundation stone is a living

faith in God, and that it has no secrets except from those who scoff at

its teachings. As an Entered Apprentice he could be taught that there

is an ever-living, self~existent God, that man is not only responsible to

Him. but conscious of that responsibility, that man is a free agent

wrllfully choosing good or evil, that God is his friend and guide, and

that a virtuous, well-ordered life merits and will receive the approba

tion of the Almighty.

These are but few of the lessons that can be derived, in the most

logical manner, from the very first section of the Degree. One does

not have to wait for the gradual unfolding of the symbolic Degrees

before he can appreciate the true meaning of Masonry; it stares him

in the face before ever he stands as a corner-stone to sustain the weight

of the explanations and admonitions of the F. C. and M. M. Degrees.

No part of Masonry is more replete with suggestions as to the high

est type of religion, fuller of help in the every-day life, more simple

or more beautiful than the First Degree. It is, perhaps, more ancient

than any of the others, and comes nearer the primitive type. Its phil

osophy is broader, its philanthropy more intense, its essence more

spiritual and heavenly than anything that follows it.

The full bloom rose that has opened its glowing heart to the warm

2
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kiss of June may be more attractive to the casual observer, but the un

folding bud which has within its emerald walls the promise and potency

of fragrance and beauty, which half conceals and half reveals the

glorious handiwork of nature, is possessed of double attractiveness

what it is and what it will be.

It is thus with the Entered Apprentice Degree, and the more one re

flects upon Masonry and its relation to God and man, the more will it

appear that the first steps are the most important.

Brethren, let us study the First Degree more, without neglecting the

others. It is a vast storehouse of Masonic lore, hard to get at, but

satisfying to the soul when once possessed—W. P. B. in Masonic

Guide.

. n . .

gcctdental Rejection-s. _

T has often occurred to us that a percentage of the rejections

in Masonic bodies are accidental. How large a percentage

it is impossible to determine. In conversing with many

brethren, we find that a majority have not made any examination of

the two classes of ballots, so as to be able to distinguish between them.

We have frequently seen a second ballot on a candidate stand clear,

when the first was really a rejection. It is customary to re-ballot, if

one cube or black ball appears on the first ballot. We cannot conceive

that a brother intentionally cast a negative vote on the first ballot should

upon a re-ballot, without further knowledge of the case, immediately

vreverse his opinion as to the fitness of a candidate to become a member

of his Lodge. Now if one is likely to err, is it not reasonable to

suppose that two, or even more, are likely to cast the dreaded cube on

the same ballot?

We would offer the following suggestions as likely to decrease, in a

measure, the number of rejections: First, when the candidate is

qualified to sign the by-laws, he should be requested to examine the

ballot box, and that some explanation of the ballot, its secret character,

etc., be given him. It might be after the following manner:

My Brother, having signed the by-laws of this Lodge, you are now

entitled to all its rights and privileges, among which is the important

privilege of accepting or rejecting all who may apply for the degrees

or for membership. I wish to impress upon your mind the immense

power for good or evil with which you are entrusted. This white ball,

secretly cast by you signifies your approbation of any candidate who
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may apply, while this cuhe, when cast by you, signifies that the candi

date is unworthy for some reason known by you and will have the same

effect as though each member of this Lodge were to cast one of them.

Hence, how important it is that you should be extremely careful in de

positing your ballot, always remembering that balls elect and cubes

reject. The ballot, my brother, is inviolably secret, and you are cau

tioned that to discuss or make known your ballot is one of the greatest

of Masonic offenses and is purrishable by expulsion from our beloved

Craft. The ballot box is never the proper place to exhibit a petty spite

toward any individual within or without the Lodge, and the ceremony

attending the casting of a ballot is equivalent to a sacred promise to

cast it in accordance with your obligation, that is, in the interest of

Masonry exclusively.”

The second suggestion that we would offer as likely to decrease the

number of rejections, is to always re-ballot upon a rejection, regard

less of the number of cubes that may appear.-—Trestle Board.

Masonic {literature and Literarg Butters.

HEN the Masonic historian of the future deals with the history

V. of the last twenty years of Freemasonry he will assuredly

if L Li point to the present period as a remarkable one in the annals

of the Craft, if only as having witnessed the birth of what may be

justly termed a sound Masonic historical literature. Not that we desire

to say that before that period Masonic writers were unknown, for their

name is legion. It has, however, only been in'recent years that Ma

sonic authors have awakened to the thought that the Craft required

something more than a mixture of fact, legend, and f‘Fond things

vainly invented ” in the mental pabulum provided for it.

The works of Anderson, Preston, Oliver, Kloss, and others, which

in the past were authorities to conjure by, are no longer accepted as

containing the true history of the Craft. They have been subjected to

the closest scrutiny, and the rules of literary criticism, when applied to

them, have conclusively proved that they are no longer entitled to rank

as text-books, although they will probably for all time be cherished as

literary curiosities. The educational progress of the times has had a.

beneficial effect on Masonic literature, and in a few years it has been

raised from the level of fairy tales to a position of which it need no

longer be ashamed.
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Masonic history and archaeology may now be thoroughly studied, and

the names of such writers as Mackey, Gould, Lyon, Hughan, Speth,

Sadler, Lane, Whymper, W00dford, Whytehead, Yarker, and others,

are as familiar to reading Masons as are those of the old school above

mentioned. Their labors in the cause of Masonic literature have been

enormous, and the excellence of their work has widened the field of

study and greatly increased the number of Masonic students, thereby

benefiting the Craft in a high degree. ‘

The Masonic newspaper press, too, has become a real power for good

in Masonry; and although it has not nearly reached the standard of

perfection which all earnest Masons must desire for it, yet it is, in

English-speaking countries, doing much for the welfare of the Craft

by keeping before the Masons the progress of the institution in all

parts of the world, stirring them up to the performance of their Ma

sonic duties. materially assisting in the establishment of international

Masonic law and uniformity of legislation.

We must not omit to say a word of praise for that form of

periodical Masonic literature which is, we are sorry to say, almoat con

fined to America. We mean the annual reports of the Committees on

Correspondence of American and Canadian Grand Lodges. We con

sider that they occupy a most important place in Masonic literature,

but, as in a recent issue of this paper, we specially dwelt upon their

merits, we regret that we must refrain from again setting forth their

value to the Craft. We recommend our brethren to get one of them

and read it. We know the verdict will be favorable.

The growing taste for the study by Masons of Masonic literature has

naturally stirred up a desire for the formation of Masonic libraries. In

England the Grand Lodge of England has for many years been slowly

gathering together a collection of works on Masonry, but as yet the

authorities of that body have not developed any ardent desire to pro

vide the home of English Freemasonry with such a library as becomes

the position it occupies in the Masonic world, and unless some change

is made it is probable that it is the Lodge Qurtnor Coronati, No. 2,076,

that now world-famed Lodge of Masonic students, that the English

Craft will have to thank for supplying the wants which the ruling body

should take in hand. The Library of that Lodge already numbers

many volumes, besides rare MSS. and Masonic curiosities.

The formation of Masonic libraries is receiving attention from several

Lodges and Provincial Grand Lodges in England. Choice collections

of Masonic books are possessed by several Masonic students, notably

by Bro. Whymper, of India. In America our brethren appear to realize
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more fully the value of Masonic libraries. Many of their Grand

Lodges have given their attention to the matter, whilst the Masonic

library of the Grand Lodge of Iowa, at Cedar Rapids. is justly entitled

to eucomium as the finest Masonic library in the world. To Bro. T. S.

Parvin, the Grand Secretary of Iowa. is due the credit of gathering

together and housing this splendid collection, and it is no little compli

ment to him that the United States government has showed its appre

ciation of his work by ordering all State publications to be sent to the

Masonic library at Cedar Rapids.—South Australian Freemason.

The Religinn nf Freemasunrgz.

‘ T seems hardly necessary to state that Masonry has no religious

dogmas, no sectarian creed. no call to preach any denomina

tional faith, and no passion to organize nor ambition to lead

a religious crusade. And yet Freemasonry. by alleviating human

misery. aiding the unfortunate, stimulating charitable works, fostering

mutual dependence. creating a particular bond of Fraternal Union, and

teaching submission to the will of the Supreme Ruler and Grand Archi

tect of the Universe, has enlarged human sympathies, has turned the

attention of its votaries to godly things and has opened the hearts of

men within its influence to the reception of Divine truths. of which the

church. in broad meaning of the term, has reaped the advantage. The

cosmopolitan character of Freemasonry precludes it from becoming an

affiliate of any particular church or training school, of any particular

system of theology. but this does not prevent it from becoming in

many ways a reasonable aid to all church organizations. nor exclude it

from recognition as an ally of such organizations in directions where

undeuomiuational work benefits them all. There is neither sectarian

assertion nor religious negation in the demand of Freemasonry as a

society, that a novice for its privileges shall admit. in a manner that

gives strength and credence to his obligation, a moral and religious re

ponsibility to a Supreme Being, and that his promise towards the society

shall be made under an immediate and continuous sense of his account

ability to God. How much or how little he shall believe of the special

dogmas of any church or sect is left by the Craft to his previous re

ligious training and to his own thirst for theological knowledge. Unlike

the ancient Romans. we do not adopt for worship the gods of the people

whom we conquer, nor seek in any manner to enforce acceptance of

any special religious belief.
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In common with the church and with most fraternal societies, Free

masons believe in the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man,

and we believe also that those two-fold relations are inseparable. We

believe in brotherly love, religion and truth, and that our methods—

tested as they have been by the experience of centuries—are not ill

adapted to give effect to their practice. If such beliefs are negatives,

we are content to accept and abide by the definition. We have no

quarrel with any church or sect, nor with other methods in the practice

of the Masonic tenets of benevolence, but we treasure as a sacred

heritage the system which has come down to us through long genera

tions of worthy men; a system which has created in its members the

knowledge that Fraternal sympathy goes hand in hand with assistance,

and that the warm and loving associations which the Fraternity offers,

gives a vigor and vitality to its ministrations which no other association

in the world has surpassed or even equalled. The grand work which

Freemasonry has done has not been trumpeted forth to the world for

its acknowledgement. It has been done quietly and uuostentatiously,

and for it there can be no chronicle, no witness but him who has reaped

the advantage of the benefaction. Thus has it always been, and thus

shall it always be so long as Freemasonry exists. —Graud Jilaster Noyes,

of Quebec.

Freemasonrg as 1411011111 to the World.

, REEMASUNRY is a principle which has existed in all stages

of civilization. The state in which we know it, of a vast

brotherhood of amateur Masons, who are not really builders,

but who. as everybody is aware, have adopted the signs and symbols of

the building craft to express their own secret principle, is, as far as

we know, about two and a half centuries old. The first instance of a

gentleman or amateur being accepted into one of the lodges of the old

building crafts is that of Elias Ashmole, the antiquary (afterwards

Windsor Herald to King Charles II.), who along with Colonel Main

waring, was entered at Warrington in 1646. It is believed that there

are now more than 10.000 lodges, and more than 1,000,000 members.

The conception of Freemasonry implies, like the Christian Church,

cosmopolitan or universal brotherhood, and was impossible to the an

cient world, or until the brotherhood of man was taught by Jesus of

Nazareth. But the principle of sacred, moral, and religious societies

on the one hand, and the principle of brotherhood of the building craft
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on the other. are as old as civilization itself; and it is of these two that

speculative Freemasonry is the modern representative. The principle

of moral and religious societies is represented in ancient times by the

Pythagoreans and the Eleusinians among the Greeks, and by the

Essence amongst the Jews, and by the Carmathites and Fedavi, who

were the mystic Rationalists of the Mahometans.

But the true historical precursors of our modern brotherhood of Free

masons were the mediaaval building corporations, who may themselves

have a remote connection with the East; whilst among the Romans

there were collegia, or skilled fraternities for the same purpose. These

Roman collegia had an excbequer, an archive, patrons, religious cere

monies, an oath, a benefit and burial fund, and a register. Their officers

were masters, wardens, recorders, and censors, and they instructed their

apprentices to a certain extent in the secret. There can be no doubt

that such fellowships existed for centuries in Gaul and Britain, and it

is probable that they deposited in these countries the tradition of their

ideas and habits. The taste and science of Gothic architecture were

to a large extent the possession of the Bauhiitten, or wooden booths,

where the stonecutters during the progress of the work kept their tools,

worked. held their meetings, and probably also took their meals and

slept. Hence our modern institution of the lodge. In the 12th century

there are distinct traces of a general association of these lodges through

out Germany, acknowledging one set of craft laws, one set of secret

signs and ceremonies, and to a certain extent one central authority in

the Grand Lodge of Strasburg.

The Jewish and Arabian symbols, which were so popular in these

crafts, are supposed to have been introduced by Albertus Magnus early

in the 13th century. The atmosphere of>these medizevall building so

cieties seems even at an early date to have been favorable to liberty of

thought and religious toleration. Hence they were prohibited at the

Romish Council of Avignon in the year 1326. The authority of the

Grand Lodge was recognized at the great assemblies of Ratisbon and

Strasburg in 1859, the statues of which received Imperial confirmation.

It was legally destroyed by an Imperial edict in 1741. England had

imported much of her lodge organization and learning from Germany.

The causes which led to the introduction of the new class of members,

the amateurs, those who are ordinarily known as Freemasons, and

which gradually converted operative into speculative Masonry, were

inevitable. The reconstruction of London after the fire, the building

of St. Paul’s Cathedral, and the patronage of the immortal Sir Chris

topher Wren, kept up the interest in the movement, and at last a formal
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resolution was passed that the Masonic privileges should no longer be

confined to operative Masons. The modern phase of English Masonry

may be said to have begun in London on June 24, 1817, when the four

London lodges, having erected themselves into a Grand Lodge, named

their first Grand Master. The leading spirits were the Huguenot

Desaguliers, the well-known popularizer of natural science, and James

Anderson, a Scotch Presbyterian minister, who compiled the Book of

Constitutions. From this time new lodges could only be formed by

warrant from the Grand Lodge. ' In 1721 the Duke of Montagu was

elected Grand Warden.

Whatever may be the ease in foreign countries, in our own Free

masonry has always gone hand in hand with religion. It has empha

sized the great Christian virtue of brotherly kindness, uniting men of

different ranks, and often opposite views, in mutual esteem and respect.

It is impossible, in writing for readers who are not Freemasons, to

particularize its moral aims; it is sufficient to say that none who join it

can fail to be impressed for good. Freemasonry asks all its members

to cultivate in all the relations of life, whether in Masonry or without,

that spirit of brotherhood. Too many are the divisions which separate

us in many ways in the complex civilization in which we live. The

temper which they learn in their craft they will do well to extend to all

the children of the Divine Father of mankind. The proud look, the

cold hand, the unfeeling heart, the angry tongue, the quarrelsome dis

position. are altogether unfitting to those who have learnt the lessons

of the association. Too little is thought in these our times of the fear

of God. Much of life seems spent without reference to Him. The

recollection of His presence‘ alone can curb our wayward wills and

nerve as to high resolves and wholesome activities. It is one of the

glories of English Freemasonry that in all their ways Freemasons ac

knowledge God.

If Freemasons can by way of example increase the respect for wis

dom and understanding, and make men desire those great gifts for

themselves, they will be conferring a benefit on the general character of

society. ‘* Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and he that getteth

understanding; for the merehandize of it is better than the merchan

dize of silver, and the gain thereof than fine gold.” Fidelity is another

principle which cannot be too highly prized. We are living in an age

of restlessness, unsettlement, and change. Principles are easily

abandoned, and friends shaken off. The old virtue of faithfulness to

our convictions and loyalty to our friends is greatly to be desired and

honored. The world is too much given to gossip, and few indeed are
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able to hold their tongues, even about secret things, if they can raise a

laugh. “A tale-bearer revealeth secrets, but he that is of a faithful

spirit concealeth the matter. A faithful man shall abound with bless

ings; but he that maketh haste to be so rich shall not be innocent. The

Lord preserveth the faithful.” The very fact that the secrets of Ms

sonry are so well kept is a perpetual witness to us of this high quality.

—Clmrchman’s Magazine.

flags]. given Freemasnnrg.

. ORE properly called the Holy Royal Arch, is the Seventh Degree

in the York rite, and by some is styled the summit of ancient

~ Freemasonry. Dermott says of it: “ This I firmly believe to

be the root, heart, and marrow of Masonry.” And Hutchinson, speak

ing of it, uses the following remarkable language :—“ As Moses was

commanded to pull his shoes from otf his feet on Mount Horeb, because

the ground whereon he trod was sanctified by the presence of the

Divinity.“ so the Mason who would prepare himself for this exalted

stage of Masonry, should advance in the naked paths of truth, be di

vested of every Degree of arrogance, and approach with steps of inno

cence, humility, and virtue. to challenge the ensigns of an order whose

institutions arise on the most solemn and sacred principles of religion.”

This Degree brings to light many essentials of the Craft, which were

for the space of 470 years buried in darkness, and at the same time

impresses 0n the mind of the possessor the belief in a Supreme Being,

and the reverence due to His holy name. After the death of Solomon,

ten of the twelve tribes revolted from his son Rehoboam, (as giver of

liberty). The tribes of Judah and Benjamin, however, continued faith

ful to the house of David, and were ruled by the descendants of Solo

mon, until in the llth year of the reign of Zedekiah, (the Lord of

Justice), the city was taken, after a siege of eighteen months, by

Nebuchadnezzar, King of'Babylon, who destroyed the city, set fire to

the Temple, and carried away most of the inhabitants as captives to

Babylon, 416 years after the Temple had been dedicated to Jehovah by

King Solomon. The tribes of Judah and Benjamin remained in cap

tivity seventy years at Babylon, until Cyrus, in the first year of his

reign, commiserating the calamity of the Jews, issued an edict, per

mitting them to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the house of the Lord.

This they did under the care of Zerubhabel, Prince of Judah and

 

8
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Joshua, the High Priest, who superintended the work, while Haggai,

the Scribe, instigated his countrymen, by his eloquence, to zeal and

diligence in the pious labor. Until the year 1797, as no Grand Chap

ters were in existence, a competent number of companions. possessed

of sufficient abilities, proceeded under the sanction of a Master’s war

rant, to confer the Degree of a Royal Arch. with the preparatory

Degrees. But in that year a convention of delegates from the several

Chapters in Pennsylvania met, and after mature deliberation. resolved

to organize a Grand Chapter, which was accordingly done. Since that

period the jurisdiction of R. A. Masonry has been separated from that

of the symbolic Degrees. The officers in a Chapter are different in

many countries. In England and the colonies they are the three

Principals, P. S. and assistants and two Scribes. In America they are

High Priest, King, Scribe, Captain, P. 8., Masters of the Veils and

others. In Ireland, at present date, the three Principals are addressed

as Kings. The true origin of R. A. is an important question. Some

writers assert that it was brought by the Templars from the Holy Lands,

others say it was established as a part of Templar Masonry in the six

teenth century, and others again assert that it was unknown before the

year 1780. Dr. Oliver, in a work of profound research on this subject,

there exists sufficient evidence to disprove all their conjectures, and to

fix the era of its introduction at a period which is coeval with the ‘

memorable schism amongst the English Masons about the middle of the

last century. It seems, as the result of a careful examination of the

evidence adduced, that before the year 1740 the essential element of

the R. A. constituted a part of the Third Degree, and that,about that

year it was severed from that Degree and transferred to another by the

schismatic body calling itself “ The Grand Lodge of England according

‘to the old Constitutions.”-Masonic Selections.

The Mason who cannot wholly divest himself of all party feeling be

fore crossing the threshhold of a Masonic Lodge. might as well carry

in with him the pestilence. Brethren should always remember that

there is more danger from within the Lodges than without. Masters

of Lodges cannot be too strict in rebuking the slightest political allusion

in the Lodges, whether at labor or refreshment. These principles should

extend further. We should, on all occasions, lend our influence and

example in assuaging the bitterness of party spirit in the community

around us, and thus do something to carry out the advice laid down

for us by our immortal Brother in his farewell address to his country

men.—Bloomington Freemason.
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flaung Staten and @ld in Eliliasnarg.

_- ~ HIS isa remarkable world in which we live. In it there is a

' ' continual struggle for existence, in which only the fittest sur

__ vive, and they but for a time. \Ve struggle for life, for

health, for a living, for position, for honors, for contemporary and

even for posthumous fame. Life is a warfare to the most peaceably

inclined man.

Darkness and light are waging a contest, which parallels that of

mankind, and perhaps was its primitive type. Physical darkness and

light are enemies, and the victory is permanently with neither. Day

and night alternate. The now has its black squares. and white; only

the hereafter shall be all wl1ite-“ there shall be no night there."

Ignorance and knowledge are hostile to each other, ceaselessly en

gaging in a warfare, and the advantage has permanently been with

neither. Egypt, Assyria, Babylon, Phoenicia, India, Greece, Rome,

once lands of light, are now in comparative darkness, while the lands

which were inhabited by barbarians in their eras of civilization are at

, the present time centres of culture and refinement.

The profane world, or material parts of it, is jealous of and inimical

to Freemasonry, which has been anathematised by Popes, misrepre

sented by religious fanatics, and antagonized by political demagogues.

Freemasonry itself has neither a conflict nor adifi‘erence with any class,

sect, or body of men. It exists by itself, for itself. It has no mis

sionaries and makes no proselytes. It asks no man to join it. Indeed,

all who seek it are weighed so carefully in its balance that many are

excluded. The names of the rejected in every jurisdiction till a volume.

In the profane world the ordinary observer must have noted that

there is an unequal contest in progress between the old and the young.

Youth is continually crowding age ofl‘ of the stage of life. Nature aids

the young in their warfare—the old must die. To this they may be

measurably resigned, but they do not fancy being pushed aside while

they can adequately labor. But young men are now doing the major

part of the work of the world. Experience counts for nothing in the

apprehension of these juvenile heroes—it is the eagle eye, the athletic

arm, the dauntless will, which should guide the ship of state, rule the

world of finance, and be the leaders in society, in education, yes, and

even in Freemasonry. Upon this latter phrase of the subject we desire

to remark.

It is a Masonic principle that there should be no contention in Free

masonry. but only emulation. The principle as a rule is exemplified in
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practice; but there are exceptions. In the world of Masonry as in the

profane world youth asserts itself. Now, youth-is very beautiful to

look upon, very energetic, very ambitious, and often very capable, but

it has some things to learn. Telemachus cannot fully take the place

of Mentor. Age. experienced age. especially in Freemasonry, is allied

with wisdom. It has had a practical acquaintance with the usages,

customs and landmarks of the Craft. It has been graduated in the

school of Masonic life. It has presided in the East, and been a sun to

the Fraternity. It has read, marked, learned and inwardly digested

the ruling principles of Freemasonry. A Past Master should always

be treated with respect. His rank warrants it, his experience almost

demands it. The Lodge that forgets, or slurs, or slights its Past

Masters, is on the road to failure. Age in Freemasonry never ceases

to be respectable, and should never cease to be respected. It is the

prima facie evidence of knowledge, of experience, of ability to advise

and skill to act.

If there be any contention in Freemasonry it is only that between

youth and age; but even this should not exist. Yet we are all men,

and need to watch ourselves continually.

What are the errors of youth? Hastiness, undue consideration, over

estimate of his own powers and underestimate of those of his superiors

in age, partial knowledge, intemperate advocacy of immature views,

and a distaste for correction. That Lodge which is run exclusively by

young men will be fast undoubtedly, and get on for a time, but there

will come a period, and that not remote, when the penalty will he paid.

Youth and age must not only live together but work together, if the

best results are to be attained. Neither has the right to crowd out the

other. Both are invaluable. Youth may be the motive power of the

engine, but age is the steam gauge, without which the boiler may

blow up.

The Lodge is the most permanently successful which includes among

its active workers both the young and vigorous blood of its membership

and the more aged and steady blood of its Past Masters and experi

enced Brethren, who have been regular in their attendance and labors

during a series of years.‘ Both classes together make a team that can

pull anything, that can carry a Lodge through the hardest times or the

direst persecutions with honor and success.

Young Masons are to be drilled in the work and to perform the work,

and old Masons are to be continually looked to for counsel, advice and

instruction, and occasionally also for the performance of the work

itself. Young men for action, old men for counsel.
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By the way, too young men are not apt to be fully fitted for even the

degrees of Freemasonry. To adequately appreciate the Craft requires

the possession of a mature judgment. The Lodge is not an ante-room

to something outside of Masonry, and its meetings may not be right

fully participated in for a few minutes only, and then left, to permit

the devotion of the remainder of the evening to some profane enjoy

ment. The Craft claims its members as members. not as visitors.

You visit another Lodge, not your own, for in the latter you are at

home, and should remain at home on home nights. Flying visits to

one’s own Lodge are all wrong, and the young Mason should diligently

avoid this error.

There is a place for every one in the Craft, whether old or young—

let it be filled. There is labor for both the old and the young—let it

be performed. There is a reward for both the old' and the young—let

it be attained. Neither can fill the place of the other, and both are

necessary to the right conduct and prosperity of a Lodge.—The Key

stone.

The Secrets of Freemasourg.

1' ROBABLY there has never been a more anxious period in the

history of Masonry than the present. There has never been a

more anxious period in the history of humanity than the

present. The old standards are being questioned, the old dogmas and

doctrines are being hauled into the fierce light of modern thought

and made to show their claims to consideration. Unrest, uncertainty,

a feeling of moral disquietude, of mental and spiritual iconoclasm, are

becoming alarmingly prevalent. Perhaps the most evident sign of the

changing times is the serious decline of moral earnestness, and the sub

stitution therefor of a reckless frivolity, which aims at being smart and

ends by being disgusting. Has Masonry nothing to oppose against the ris

ing tide of levity, immorality and lawlessness but a few flimsy barriers of

acacia wood bound together by the shreds of a half dozen secrets? Are

we to sit quietly by and see the very existence of good government and

social order destroyed, while we_chew the cud of silence and dream of

the Lost Word? As speculative Masons, we are taught to subdue our

passions, act upon the square, maintain secrecy and practice charity,

and keep a tongue of good report. If we live up to these obligations,

we shall not have much spare time on our hands for discussions of the

secrets of Masonry, and they may be put aside for a more convenient
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season without harm to any one. As for ourselves we have a profound

respect and veneration for the true secrets of Masonry. They are of

priceless value, for they contain the promise and potency of a well

ordered life. a peaceful death, and a glorious immortality. Each must

discover for himself what these true secrets are, for the way of life is

not marked by signboards- of human contrivance or human erection.

To each soul God speaks the true word, and we answer to Him, and to

Him alone, for our use of it.—The Masonic Guide.

I {O o

n nut-g.

“Orion‘s bonds, who them can e’ei‘ unloosc ?

A symbol of eternity through years

Has come to us in these few. mighty words.

Thou hast to look but to the sky, and there,

Amid the radiant garden of celestial space,

Not only in Orion, but in all the

Vastness of infinitude, is solved

The fearful problem of infinite time.

All, all is life; all. all is death;

The universe is dying every day;

And from each dca'th arises without cease

An ever-dying beauty still more beautiful."

Masoruc Ramos—In the Masonic Lodge in the ancient little city of

Alexandria are kept many little relics, articles used by George Washing

ton, who was a Master Mason. High on a dais is a. big leather-covered

chair in which Washington sat when presiding over the meetings, and

in a glass case is a small trowel with an ivory handle, which was used

in laying the corner-stone of the Capitol 101 years ago. with a pair of

white gloves he wore on the same occasion. In the same case are a

small pearl-handled knife which was given to Washington by his mother

when he was a boy of twelve and which was in his possession for over

fifty-six years; a Masonic apron made by Madame Lafayette and pre

sented to Washington; a piece of cloth torn from the covering of his

coffin ; black gloves worn at his mother’s funeral, and a button cut from

the coat he was wearing when he took the oath as first President of the

United States. Here, also, we see the clock which stood in the room

where Washington died. It is a small one, with a frame of dark wood

and the bands, which were stopped the minute he breathed his last

sigh, still point to twenty minutes to tea—Exchange.
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True Masonry.

AN INCIDENT IN THE LATE CIVIL WAR.

N the first call for volunteers to defend the insult to the stars

and stripes, our country’s pride and glory, Sir Knight Tyler,

e_.. a of central New York, left his business and volunteered in its

defence. He enlisted as a private, but was selected as a Lieutenant

before the company started for Washington, and his military and execu

tive ability soon caused his promotion to the rank of Captain. He re

turned unharmed bv any severe wounds, but his health was much

impaired by exposure and the fatigue of camp life. He returned an

enthusiastic admirer of the chivalry of the educated and intelligent

portion of our Southern brethren, and related to the writer instances

showing their great regard for their pledged word and their high sense

of honor, and used frequently to assert that they fully exemplified the

true principles of Masonry. He related the following incident as an

illustration of their high sense of honor and observance of the true

principles of Freemasonry.

His commanding officer having been informed that a detachment of

Rebel cavalry was scouting in the vicinity, ordered him to take his

company and capture them if possible, or drive them away, telling him

at the same time to be cautious, and not rashly expose himself or his '

men, but at the same time saying, “ If you find them, use your own

judgment as to attacking them, and I will support you if necessary."

He ordered out his company and they deployed as skirmishers and

started. They had gone only a short distance from the camp when

they discovered a squad of Rebel cavalry on the top of a hill, dis—

mounted and standing by the side of their horses, while one of them,

apparently an officer, though not in uniform, was using a field glass

and examining the Union camp.” Our company had left the camp on

the opposite side from them, and consequently had not been seen. We

made a wide circuit and endeavored to get behind them and had nearly

succeeded in doing so, as we had moved as quietly as possible, no orders

being spoken but given by signs, when one of their number chanced to

discover us and immediately gave-the alarm. They mounted in haste

and made a dash down the bill by the only road open to them. This

brought them in close musket range and we gave them the full benefit

of our position. We gave a cheer and started in pursuit. At the

bottom of the bill was a morass or swamp, as we call them at the north.
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The road wound around the foot of the hill and avoided this, but one

of the horses had been wounded and become uncontrollable and plunged

directly into the morass and was unable to extricate himself. My men

coming up, one of them leveled his musket at him and shouted, ‘I’ll

kill the ' * * * " .' I reached the place just in time to

save the man’s life. I could not see a man shot in cold blood and I

threw up the man’s musket with my sword and thus saved the man's

life. The man had dismounted as his horse was dying, and stood on a

bog by his side. He had assumed the peculiar position well known to

Knights Templar-s when in distress, which I at once recognized and

shouted to him, “ report yourself a prisoner at the Union camp," and

hastened on after my men who were still pursuing the Rebels. We

pursued them only a short distance, as it was useless under the circum

stances. and then returned to our camp and reported. We had not lost

a man and had only one slightly wounded by a pistol bullet. After

making my report I retired to my quarters, and soon after was informed

that a Rebel who had come into camp and voluntarily surrendered him

self a prisoner, desired to see the officer who had commanded the scout

ing party that had just come in from chasing the Confederate cavalry.

I gave orders for him to be brought to my tent, and on his appearance

I at once observed that he was not of the common class of Rebel

soldiers. but had the manners of a gentleman. I offered him a seat

and asked him what I could do for him. He replied that he desired to

see me and thank me for saving his‘life. He said that he was the man

I had ordered to report himself a prisoner after saving his life, and he

considered himself bound in hon or to do so. He proved himself as a.

Knight Templar, and we had a very pleasant interview, conversing on

the circumstances that had caused the war; I learned from him that

the resort to arms did not meet with his approval, and that he, like

many others of his class, had been forced to take a position they did

not approve, in order to save a large and valuable property from de

struction and his family from ostracism and suffering, if his real senti

ments were known. He had no desire for the success of the Con

federacy, and frankly admitted to me as a Sir Knight, that he was glad

of the opportunity to honorably become a prisoner to the Union army.

After I had become fully satisfied in regard to his views of the war, I

asked him if he desired to be liberated on his parole not to aid or

assist the Confederate cause in any way or manner. After considering

for a few minutes he replied that he would be glad to do so, and added,

‘ and I will keep it if it costs me my life.’ I went with him to my com

manding otlicer, (who was also :1. Sir Knight), and stated the case to
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him, and he gave him his parole, and with mutual good wishes and a

pressing invitation to visit him when the war was over, we parted.

About two years after the close of the war, being in New York on

business. I was on Pearl street and thinking only on the business that

had brought me to the city, when a hand was suddenly placed on my

shoulder. I turned and saw a gentlemanly, well dressed man, who was

regarding me intently. I did not recognize him as any one I knew, and

said to him, ‘ My friend, I think you have made a mistake, I do not

know you.’ ‘ Are you not Captain Tyler. formerly of the Union army.

and have you forgotten the man whose life you saved and sent home to

his family on his parole?’ He will never forget you as long as he has his

reason. ‘I am that man.’ I now recognized him, and cordially greeted

him, and we went into a restaurant, where he called for a private room,

and we sat down to a dinner that would excite the envy of an epicure.

We lingered long over the wine, and when we left the room he said to

me, “I have not done with you yet, come with me.’ The next place we

visited was Tiffany’s. The Templar’s badge that I sometimes wear,

and the watch chain to which it is attached, are thought to be an ex

travagance on my part by those who do not know their history. He

selected them and would have considered it an insult had I refused to

accept them. They are a splendid piece of work, as all who have seen

them will readily admit. " Wear them,’ said he, ‘ and do not put them

away as keepsakes, and let them always remind you that there is one

Southerner that can appreciate True Masonry wherever found.’ I

learned that about six months after this he was killed by being thrown

from his horse, and that he left a large estate that had not been dam

aged during the war. I mourned for him as a friend and a true expo

nent of chivalric Freemasonry.’ A. J. G.

Albany, 1V. Y., May, 1395.

APPEALS for individual or Lodge help are frequently made by breth

ren in need. Sometimes these calls come from Lodges which have

experienced reverses or where a new enterprise has been launched.

We have sympathy with those who thus appeal, and not infrequently

we have responded to calls thus made. But we quite agree with and

endorse the expression of opinion made by Bro. Berry in the last num

ber of the Masonic Token, as regards one class of these requests. He

says, “ The most disagreeable appeals are those which ask the recipient

to remit a small sum and to continue the chain of letters to his friends.

This is inexcusable, and the best way to stop it is by breaking the

chain, and leaving such letters unanswered."

4
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Elisha H. Rhodes.

*1 HE attention of the readers of the Rsrosrroar is called to the

frontispiece in this number of the magazine, which presents a

- correct and artistic likeness of our esteemed brother whose

name appears at the head of this article. It is the portrait of a promi

nent and popular Craftsman in the jurisdiction 01' Rhode Island which

is thus shown,—a brother who has recently retired from the highest

office, that of Grand Master of Masons in the State, having served for

two years in that exalted position with conspicuous ability and zeal.

We are glad to be able to present the following biographical sketch

of Past Grand Master Rhodes.

Elisha Hunt Rhodes, eldest son of Captain Elisha H. and Eliza A.

Rhodes, and a lineal descendant in the ninth generation from Roger

Williams, was born in Pawtuxet, town of Cranston, R. 1., March 21,

1842. He was educated in the village schools of Pawtuxet, Fountain

street Grammar School, Providence, and Potter 8: Hammond’s Com

mercial College, of the same city. His father, Capt Elisha H. Rhodes,

was a sea captain and was lost at sea, on Linyard’s Cay, Abaco, Dec.

10, 1858, when the subject of this sketch was sixteen years old.

The youth left school about that time and went to work in the office

of Frederick Miller, of Providence, where he remained until the break

ing out of the Civil War, in 1861. On June 5th of that year, being

then nineteen years old, he enlisted as a private in Co. D, of the

Second Rhode Island Volunteers. He served throughout the war until

July 28, 1865. He participated in every campaign of the Army of the

Potomac from Bull Run to Appomattox. a period of four years and

fifty-two days. He was made Corporal on the day of his enlistment.

Promotions came to him as follows: Sergeant Major, March 1, 1862;

Second Lieutentant, July 24, 1862; First Lieutenant, March 2, 1863;

Adjutant, November 7, 1863; Captain, May 5, 1864. He assumed

command of the Regiment June 5, 1864, and retained it until the close

of the war. He was commissioned Brevet Major, U. S. Volunteers,

for gallant conduct at the battle of Winchester, September 19, 1864 ;

Lieut. Colonel, January 31, 1865; Brevet Colonel, U. S. Volunteers,

for gallant conduct at the battle of Petersburg, April 2, 1865 ; Colonel,

July 18, 1865.

On his return to his native State he became identified with its military

aflairs and rendered valuable services in connection therewith. On

June 25, 1879, he was elected Brigadier General, Brigade of Rhode
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Island Militia, and retained that command until about two years

ago. .

Gen. Rhodes is a charter member of Prescott Post, No. 1, Grand

Army of the Republic, Department of Rhode Island, having joined in

the establishment of the Post, April 12, 1867. He was the first Com

mander of Prescott Post, holding such position during the years

1867-68. He was Assistant Adjutant General, Department of R. I.,

G. A. R., in 1871. He was Commander of the Department during the

years 1872-73. He was Senior Vice Commander-in-Chief, Grand

Army of the Republic, in 1877. He held the ofilce of Vice-President

of the Army of the Potomac Society in 1877. He was the prime mover

in organizing the Soldiers' and Sailors’ Historical Society of Rhode

Island, and was the first President of the Society. He continued to

hold the office for seven years. He has held the position of President

of the Second R. I. Volunteers and Battery A, Veteran Association.

He has been actively identified with other military and civil societies,

and by such connection has exercised a large measure of wholesome

influence. He has also been a working and honored member of sev

eral benevolent and fraternal organizations. He has been at the head

of Golden Rule Lodge, Knights of Honor, and of What Cheer Assem

bly, Royal Good Fellows, Providence. Having the fraternal and social

feeling in more than ordinary degree, he has appreciated the beneficent

_character of these various alliances and societies and‘has gladly united

with others of like sentiment in supporting such organizations.

He has shown a hearty interest in public afiairs, and has rendered

elficient aid to the public school interests of Providence. He served

as a member of the School Board of that city for a number of years.

He has held responsible offices under appointment of the National, the

State, and the City Governments. He was appointed Collector of

Internal Revenue, District of Rhode Island, July, 1875, and continued

to hold that office for ten years, until June, 1885. In the last named

year he was elected Assessor of Taxes in the City of Providence, an

office which he has since held by repeated elections.

He was married June 12, 1866, to Caroline 1’. Hunt, daughter of

Joshua Hunt, of Providence. Their union was blessed by two children.

The subject of this sketch was made a Mason in Harmony Lodge.

No. 9, Pawtuxet, March 29, 1864 He served the Lodge in various

otficial positions—was Junior Warden in 1884, Senior Warden in 1885,

and Wor. Master in 1886. He was District Deputy Grand Master in

1887-88, Senior Grand Warden of the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island

in 1889-90-91, and Grand Master in 1892-93. He received the de
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grees of Capitular Masonry in Providence Royal Arch Chapter in

March and April, 1891. He is also a member of the Masonic Veterans'

Association of Rhode Island.

The brother of whom this biographical mention is made joined the

Pawtuxet Baptist Church when he was but thirteen years of age. In

1867 be united with the Central Baptist Church in Providence, with

which he has since been connected in an active and most helpful man

ner. He is a Deacon of the church and Superintendent of the Sunday

school. Outside of his home church he has rendered efficient service

in denominational enterprises and seeking to advance the interests of

Christian institutions.

Bro. Rhodes possesses the sterling qualities that mark the upright

man, the worthy citizen, and the true Craftsman. He has creditably

filled a great number of important positions, Masonic and otherwise,

and has deservedly gained the esteem and friendship of his associates

and of the public. He holds a warm place in the hearts of the Masonic

Fraternity of Rhode Island, and their best wishes will follow him in

every position which he may occupy.

Impelliag EléIiI-ctiues.

HE question is often asked, why do so many men seek to become

' Masons? There is no appeal to them to enter the lines of the

Fraternity. They are not importuned by their acquaintances

and friends to unite with the Masonic organization. And yet, while

Freemasonry as an institution maintains this independent and dignified

attitude, the streams of supply to its organic life always seem to be

ample. It makes a constant increase to its membership. \Vhat are

some of the impelling motives which prompt the multitude of candi

dates to knock at the doors of Freemasonry?

1. There is the glamour of secrecy veiling the Masonic institution.

It holds secrets in its possession which can only be revealed to a select

circle. The truths, the lessons, the obligations, the signs and ceremo

nies, which are thus guarded and concealed from public notice, may

not be of the utmost importance, but somehow or other they attract.

A young man says to himself I would like to gain information of these

things sacredly kept secret by Masons, and the motive of curiosity is

one of the forces that impel him to send in his application.

2. Another motive which affects some minds more or less con
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sciously is the antiquity of the institution, Freemasonry has great age.

It has been evolved from societies and systems which bear the stamp

of the remote past. It seems to represent something more of worth

and interest as it is identified with personages and events of former

times; as thus its ancient character is brought into view.

3. Its universality attracts. In every part of the civilized world

Freemasonry is known. It is abond of communion between men of

every nation and clime. The fact of its vastness—of its application

to such diverse conditions of human life and society—moves men of

far-reaching thoughts and sympathies to seek entrance within its lines.

They act under a prompting to put themselves in touch with a society

that is indeed cosmopolitan, which practically seems to recognize the

unity of the human race.

4. Its philosophy as suggested by chance reading may attract some

thoughtful minds. Freemasonry has great stores of wisdom locked up

in its system and in the moral enclosures to which its rich and varied

symbolism points. A few studious and enquiring souls are drawn

toward Freemasonry, having an idea that there is much to learn of

highest wisdom by its helps—by delving in its mysteries which to the

world at large may appear of but little worth.

5. The average man is no doubt wrought upon by motives of a

more practical, even if of a more selfish character. Thus the desire to

make friends comes into play as an actuating force. He desires com

panionship, fellowship, and true friends, and he believes that he‘will

gain these by entering into the Masonic organization. It is justifiable

to find an inducement for connecting one’s self with Freemasonry in

this desire to cultivate the social nature, and to profit by a close and

sympathetic fellowship as brethren of the mystic tie are privileged

to do.

6. It is a still lower order of motives when the inducement takes on

the form of a mercenary purpose-when a candidate is led to seek

entrance to a Masonic Lodge by his belief that it will help him in his

business or his profession to be identified with so strong and reputable

a society. Some may be actuated, at least in part, by this motive of

undue selfishness, and yet under the formative influences of Freema~

sonry they develop into' exemplary and faithful Craftsmen, finding out

by experience how much larger the Masonic institution is than they

had supposed—how much more benign and far-reaching are its gifts.

7. It is to be hoped that a few at least of the candidates for Free

masonry find an impelling motive in a just thought of what they may

be the better helped to do in the ways and walks of related life by
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becoming Masons. They who join the Fraternity that they may render

a better service for truth and for humanity constitute a royal hand of

supporters to the institution. Brethren who may thus be classified are

the ones who point to the heights—who lead the way thither,—and

who, by their unselfish services, contribute most largely to the produc

tiveness and the glory of Freemasonry.

St. é§adreu1 : Freemasonry and stigma.

[Address delivered by Rev. Henry W. Rugg, D. D , on the occasion of consti

tuting St. Andrew‘s Lodge, No. 39, Riverside, R. 1., May 30, 1895.]

The Masonic Lodge about to be constituted, under the lawful authority

here represented, and by the ceremonies in which we here engage, will

bear a stamp of suggestive individuality, partly, at least, by reason of

the name which has been chosen to distinguish this new organization.

It is a Saint’s name which has been selected for the appellation, the

brethren forming this new Lodge having decided to designate it by the

term Saint Andrew.

Within the jurisdiction of Rhode Island are two Masonic Lodges

which are called by the name of St. John-the first Lodge in Newport,

whose organization was authorized by St. John’s Provincial Grand

Lodge of Boston, Mass., Thomas Oxnard, Grand Master, December.

27,1749, and the first Lodge in Providence, chartered by the same au

thority, January 18, 1757. These two Lodges, bearing the name of

the Mother Grand Lodge of the Province, have well upheld the honor

of the Craft, as they have united their efforts to enlarge the scope of

Masonic influence and usefulness.

At an early period in the history of organized Freemasonry in Rhode

Island, a Lodge, formed at Bristol, was named for the celebrated

Christian proto-martyr of Britain, St. Albans; while at a later date a

number of earnest brethren in Newport made choice of the name of

St Paul, the great Apostle to the Gentiles, as a fitting appellation for

the new Lodge which they had established. To these four old Lodges,

each bearing the name of an illustrious Saint, a fifth Lodge is now

added, the brethren of Riverside having decided that they will be

known in their local Masonic organization as St. Andrew’s Lodge.

Most certainly there is a justification for the selection of this name.

Saint Andrew of blessed renown in the Christian Church was enrolled

among the disciples of John the Baptist before he was called, being

enrolled as the first of the twelve, to be a follower of our Lord. An
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drew was the brother of Simon Peter, and he was the means of in

‘ duciug his impetuous, aggressive brother to take upon himself the vows

of Christian discipleship.

The Christian Scriptures furnish but scanty materials for a satisfactory

biography of St. Andrew, and there is but little light thrown upon his

career by the records of ecclesiastical history. There is no abundance

even of traditional testimony respecting the man and his work.

Enough is made known, however, to justify the inference that he was

a faithful follower of the crucified and risen Christ, and that he bore

himself nobly in the dual character of saint and hero when perils beset

his way.

The legends tell us that he travelled into Scythia, Cappadocia, and

Bithynia, converting multitudes to the truth by his earnest preaching

and his devout life. Returning to Jerusalem he converted Maximilla,

wife of Egues, the Roman pro-consul. Her avowal of the Christian

faith so enraged her husband that be condemned the missionary apostle

to be scourged and crucified. There is a variety of opinion as to the

shape of the cross on which he suffered, but the form that is now com

monly denominated St. Andrew's cross is believed to be like that on

which he died. Be this as it may, he sufi’ered a cruel death; but all

the legends and traditional evidence bearing upou that event show that

he met with unflinching courage the fate of a martyr, giving expression

to the very last of the preciousness of that faith which filled his soul

with peace. His last words, it is said, were counsels to his friends and

brethren to walk in the light and to go forward in the paths of righteous

uess.

My thought is that St. Andrew is a worthy and suggestive name for

a Masonic Lodge to bear. It has a significance which includes matters

of civil authority no less than those of ecclesiastical importance. while

it has also come by long and frequent use in the Fraternity to he a

reminder of some of the ideals which attach to our cherished institution.

St. Andrew, we know, is esteemed the patron saint of Scotland; for

since the fourth century, when a portion of the relics of the illustrious

martyr were removed to that country, his memory has been a constant

force of inspiration to the Scottish people. It is no cause of wonder

that the first Order of Scottish Knighthood is designated by his name.

He is also the patron of the Order of the Golden Fleece of Burgundy;

while in Russia there is an Order bearing the name of Saint Andrew,

the limited and carefully chosen membership of which are made known

by their constant wearing of the cross which specially signifies the

Christian saint and martyr.
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In the expression of Freemasonry—especially in Scottish organiza

tions of the craft—the name of St. Andrew frequently appears. In our

own country there may be found a St. Andrew’s Lodge in almost every

Grand Lodge jurisdiction; and so far as my examination has gone it

shows that the Lodges thus designated have held good rank among

sister organizations, and that they have been notably prosperous and

useful in their fulfilment of the purposes for which these bodies are

created ‘ '

Among the Subordinates of the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts is

that old and justly renowned Lodge of St. Andrew in Boston. chartered

by the Grand Lodge of Scotland in the year 1756. For several years

prior to the date just named a number of Craftsmen had been accus

tomed to meet as a Lodge at the Green Dragon Tavern, Boston.

Under the elastic practice of former days these brethren regarded them

selves as practically constituting a Masonic Lodge. They were of the

party which sympathized with the “ Ancients" in England, and hence,

not unnaturally, when they came to realize the propriety of obtaining

some governing sanction to their meetings and doings they sought a

charter from the Grand Lodge of Scotland which favored the “Ancients”

in the schism that then divided the mother country, although nominally

it maintained a neutral position. It was wise action on the part of the

brethren who formed the Lodge of St. Andrew that they procured a

charter, not from the Grand Lodge of the Ancients in England, obtain

ing which would have brought them directly into conflict with their

neighbors and friends who adhered to the regular Grand Lodge, but

that they sought and obtained a charter from the Grand Lodge of Scot

land. As already intimated this body had adopted the polity and

ritual sanctioned by the Ancient or Athol Grand Lodge of England,

and its sympathies were quite apparent though it formed no direct

alliance such as was desired by many prominent English and Scottish

Craftsmen. The Grand Lodge of Scotland unquestionably bad the

right, acting under the rules then recognized, to issue a charter to the

brethren of St. Andrew’s Lodge in Boston. The celebrated Falkirk

Lodge of Edinburgh recommended the petition of the Boston Crafts

men and stood sponsor for the new organization. There were many

obstacles and delays, but at last the desired warrant was obtained. and

the former doings of the brethren of the Lodge of St. Andrew of Boston

were Masonically legalized. There were strong and zealous brethren

associated in the original membership of the Lodge thus constituted.

William Busted was the first Master; Joseph Webb, the second Master,

was afterwards Grand Master of the Massachusetts Grand Lodge
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Some of the leading citizens of Boston were active members of St.

Andrew’s Lodge. Joseph Warren and Paul Revere were leading spirits

in the organization. The first named brother was appointed by St.

Andrew’s Lodge. in 1768, a committee to confer with the Ancient

Lodges in Boston as to the expediency of applying to the Grand Lodge

of Scotland for a Grand Master of Ancient Masons in America. It

was deemed expedient to so apply, and, on May 30, 1769, the Grand

Lodge of Scotland made such an appointment, and commissioned

Joseph Warren, Grand Master of Masons in Boston, and “over a

territory within one hundred miles of that town.” Two years later

Warren had the terms of his commission enlarged, being named by the

Grand Lodge of Scotland as “Grand Master of Masons for the Con

tinent of America,” a title somewhat more high-sounding and far

reaching than that borne by any other Provincial Grand Master, where

ever or however appointed.

Henceforth there were two Grand Lodges in Massachusetts, claiming

and exercising wide powers. The “St. John’s Grand Lodge” which

chartered numerous Lodges in various States and Territories, and the

Massachusetts Grand Lodge, which, under General Warren, and after

wards, claimed and exercised equal powers and prerogatives.

Not to follow this narrative further, it may be said that the two

Grand Lodges—representing the “Ancients” and the “Moderns” in

this country—settled their dichrences and came together in 1792, unit

ing and forming the “Grand Lodge of the Most Ancient and Honor

able Society of Free and Accepted Masons for the Commonwealth of

Massachusetts.” This union, it may he remembered, ante-dates by

nearly twenty-two years the union in England of 1813.

St. Andrew’s Lodge refused for several years to become a party to

the alliance formed in 1792; but, in 1807, it was received into the

United Grand Lodge, since which time it has been justly prominent in

that body as it was before in the affairs of the Massachusetts Grand

Lodge. The record of the Lodge of St. Andrew in Boston is bright

and inspiring. There may be charged against it, perhaps, in the early

period of its history, some mistakes of technical procedure, but it has

generally hewn closely to the line of regular Freemasonry, and it has

well illustrated the true principles of our Fraternity. Especially has

the body referred to been noted for the intellectual, moral, and patriotic

character of its membership.

I point to the old Lodge of Sta-Andrew in Boston as an object lesson ;

and I call the names of Joseph Warren, Paul Revere, and Joseph Webb,

5
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conspicuous among its early members, because I would by such refer

ences put emphasis and meaning upon the name of St. Andrew selected

to designate this new Lodge, and because I would point to its sugges

tiveness as calling for the best service which the brethren here convened,

and others who maybe associated with them, can render in applying

the principles which are fundamental to the Masonic Fraternity.

Is the question asked, what are these principles? Is it made broad

enough to call for a statement of the essential moral elements of Free

masonry? Then I would reply by ntfirming the proposition that these

elements are included in the great and blessed truths which St. Andrew

believed and taught. Freemasonry is not a system or creed of religion ;

but in my judgment it is essentially religious; and, more than this, it

is charged with the spirit and purposes of the Christian religion. It

seems every way fitting that St. John the Baptist and St. John the

Evangelist should be regarded as “patrons” of Freemasonry, although

there is no historic evidence of their connection with a Fraternity from

which the Masonic Society can trace its descent. It quickens the moral

pulse of the average Craftsman to have these eminent apostles of truth

and righteousness brought to mind in the enforcement of Masonic

lessons. For something of the same reason and to the same end the

name of St. Andrew may properly be associated with Masonic organiza

tions as a reminder of religious obligations—0f that true service which

is required both toward God and toward men.

St. Andrew was the loyal disciple of Him who said: “ I am the way,

and the truth, and the life." Mindful of the Apostle's faith, and.

also, of the service which be rendered for truth’s sake and for right.

eousness’ sake, we shall be prepared all the more to appreciate the

power and the scope of the Christian Revelation which points out to

man his duty to God, his neighbor, and himself. For myself, I may

say thatI cannot think of Freemasonry in its highest and broadest

range of moral unfolding except as an institution pervaded by Christian

principles; which, indeed, would be narrowed and dwarfed, disfigured

beyond recognition, were it to disown the distinctive teaching of

Christianity as related to the law of love and the law of duty, As an

eminent author justly remarks: “Freemasonry shows the touch of

religion—the Christian religion—0n its entire system.” He further:

states: “ And while Freemasonry delights in opening its portals to all

who hold the great fundamental truths of religion, yet as it has pre

vailed chiefly amongst Christian nations, its teachings have been very

largely imbued with Christianity, and very many symbols now in gen

eral use admit of no explanation apart from that religion, and from
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the Holv Bible which in Christian lands is placed upon the altar of

every Lodge, read at every meeting. carried in every Masonic proces

sion. and acknowledged to be the Great Light'of Freemasonry.”

It seems to me that a Christian element' pervades the Masonic system

and institution,—that in a large way it may be said: “ The precepts of

the Gospel are universally the principles of Freemasonry.”

While I stand upon this ground I am afirm believer in the univers

ality of Freemasonry. I hold that “ the Christian School and the

Universal School can co-exist in Freemasonry." Most certainly we

have no right—we ought to have no inclination—to shut the doors of

the Masonic institution against worthy men of any nation or creed.

Hebrews, Mohammedans, Parsees, etc., if they can but meet the essen

tial tests of faith respecting a Supreme Being. But this wideness of

thought and fellowship does not require any elimination of the great

principles of religious life and duty from the Masonic system, We

may rejoice that as Christians and as Masons we hold much of truth in

common! And we may rejoice, I think, that in both relations we are

most securely established and most greatly blessed, as we build upon

"the Prophets and Apostles, Jesus Christ Himself being the Chief

Corner-Stone.”

Grafton b9 Itastblrand Master JosiahEldrummond.

[Past Grand Master Drummond delivered an address on the recent occasion

of the celebration of the Seventy-fifth Anniversary of the Grand Lodge of

Maine, from which we copy the following timer and forcible statement of

Masonic principles and government]—El)l'r0lt.

The first and foremost principle of Masonry is belief in God, and,

as a necessary incident the acceptance of a Book of the Law as a reve

lation of God’s will. The fundamental principle of Masonry is the

Fatherhood of God, and the “ brotherhood of man ” is another form in

which the same idea has been expressed. Our fathers believed also

that Masonry teaches most impressively the immortality of the soul and

the resurrection to a future life “ in that celestial lodge above where

the Supreme Architect of the Universe presides.”

Beyond belief in God, the immortality of the soul, and a Book of

his Law, no religious test is allowed; the laws governing Masons

“ oblige them to that religion in which all men agree, leaving their par
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ticular opinions to themselves ;’ but if a Mason “ rightly understand

the art, he will never be a stupid atheist, or irreligious libertine."

All rules of conduct growing out of this fundamental principle are

taught and enforced by Masonry.

Without further amplification, Masonry takes the law of God as the

“rule and guide ” of its works, as well as of its faith.

That this is a correct statement of the fundamental principles of

Masonry, as held by the fathers of our Grand Lodge, an inspection of

our early records shows beyond the shadow of a doubt.

Has there been any change?

Not in Maine: our ritual teaches these principles precisely as it did

in the early days. But during these seventy-five years, elsewhere at

tempts have been made to subvert utterly this 'doctrine. A powerful

Body, for very many years recognized as masonic, actually substituted

a “ Creative Principle ” for “ God,” thus blotting out the idea of the

Brotherhood of Man, as well as that of the Fatherhood of God. But

happily nearly all the Grand Lodges of the World, following the lead

of this Grand Lodge, solemnly declared that that Body, by this action,

had ceased to be masonic, and interdicted all masonic communication

with it, and the bodies and members of its obedience. Recently that

Body has made efforts to regain correspondence with masonic bodies,

but its appeals have everywhere met prompt and decided refusal. It

does not seem likely to have any imitator.

But still it must be said, that the careful observer has discovered a

tendency in the same direction, in individual members; and, consider

ing the skepticism of the day, there is danger of its increase.

This has been specially manifested by the denial by some eminent

Masons, that the Bible upon the masonic altar, is to be regarded as

“the revealed word of the everlasting God.” It has even happened,

that a Grand Lodge has held, that a Mason, who had publicly de

nounccd the Bible (which was upon the altar when he was made) was

guilty of no masonic ofience! But in the discussion which followed,

the correctness of this decision was so generally denied, that I fully

believe that if the same question should come before the Grand Lodge

again, the opposite decision would be given.

To one who considers the office of the Bible in the work of the Lodge,

it is passing strange that any man, who denies its sacred character, can

even pretend to be a. Illuson, unless he is lost to all sense of -reverencc

for God, of integrity, and of self-respect.

It goes without saying, that a man, who does not put his trust in

God, or who does not recognize a Book of the Law, is not only not fit
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to be made a Mason but, if made, would be an element among us of

the most dangerous character. Hence it is a duty of the gravest im

portance to prevent the admission of such a man, without regard to his

apparent qualification in all other respects. I say “apparent” ad

visedly, for if a candidate lacks this fundamental qualification, it will

be found sooner or later that he lacks others.

It is the practical duty, therefore, of all members, and especially of

officers and committees of Lodges, to make strict inquiry into the char

acter of candidates in this respect, and to accept no doubtful assurance,

but to have satisfactory evidence, that they are really “ duly and truly

prepared " to be made Masons. ‘

1r * * a a a:

In this jurisdiction the original form of Masonic government has

been well maintained. But in keeping with the spirit of the age, the

desire to “ improve " has not failed to attempt to mould the policy of

Masonry according to modern ideas. But it should be always remem

bered, that " the original plan of Masonry " comprehends within its

scope all efforts for carrying its principles into effect. When Masons

fully “observe the moral law :” when “brotherly love, relief and

truth " become not merely the “tenets of our profession," but our

actual practice: when “ temperance. fortitude, prudence and justice "

characterize our daily conduct: and when our “duties to God, our

neighbor and ourselves " are constantly performed, the .object of Ma

sonry will be accomplished: it will then be time to talk of enlargingits

aims and its purposes—but not till then.

It would seem, therefore, that Masonry, as our fathers taught it,

gives full opportunity for us, individually and collectively, to expend

' all the efiorts of which we are capable, without spending our time and

energy in seeking to improve it. And yet it is human to believe that

we can invent better and more efi‘ective methods than those which come

to us from the past, and accordingly we find Masons, ardent and

energetic Masons, who are not satisfied with old ways. We are largely

what education and habit make us: and when a man enters our portals

he brings with him ideas formed from his experience in life. He has

not learned that “ Masonry is a law to itself," and that the true Mason

must seek rules of conduct in the old constitutions and ancient usages

of the craft: he does not realize that it is only when those are silent

that experience in profane matters can give him any light.

This tendency is more strongly exhibited by younger members of the

craft: as Masonry is better known, it is better appreciated: the greater

one’s experience, the less his inclination to make changes; and the
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more he feels that it is not safe to undertake to be wiser than the

founders of an Institution, that has maintained its existence for so

many years, in the storms of adversity, as well as in the sunshine of

prosperity, and that it is best to continue to build upon the foundations

so wisely and cndnringly laid.

a * * * * a

Brethren! Each of you, Masters and Wardens, have often solemnly

promised. that you will support and maintain. not only the constitutions

of the Grand Lodge, but “ all other ancient masonic usages. so far as

they shall come to my knowledge." Have you understood the full im

port of these words? They are sometimes held to mean only the ad

ministrative laws of the craft: but I shall have failed in my purpose,

if I have not suggested to you, that their scope is much broader. They

comprehend the laws of Masonry which prescribe all our duties. to God,

our country, each other, our neighbor and ourselves: nay, the ancient

usages of the craft are the laws of Masonry: that obligation, which is

taken annually upon this altar, in the presence of us all and in which

we all really join, is a solemn promise by us all, to perform all‘onr ma

sonic duties. official and personal, to' the best of our abilities. Let us

recall the charge in the first degree and implore His aid in this laudable

undertaking. '

Brethren: this anniversary calls upon us all to review our past ma

sonic life. There are before you and among you, those entitled by

years and service to be called the Fathers of the craft. Our thoughts

to-day have been traversing the years that have gone by, since we have

shared in the management of masonic affairs. In one thing, we all

agree; that if we had our life to live over again,_ with the light which

we now have, we would make greater efforts to maintain in our per

sonal and masonic relations, the laws and principles which the fathers

obeyed and sustained. ‘

Some of us have clasped hands in 'this Grand Lodge for almost a

generation; this is the second anniversary in which we have partici

pated; when the next shall come, we shall be but memories; you will

have taken our places and another generation will fill yours; may you

be able to say to them then, as we say to you now, “ As you love Ma

sonry, whatever betide, come prosperity or come adversity, adhere with

unflinching tenacity to the ancient usages of the craft!"
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Questions and cfitmentreics.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the Raven-roar will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the Judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

nvlted to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the inatltution.--Em'roa.l

“ How should the examination of a stranger who desires to visit a

Masonic Lodge be conducted? Does the presentation of a certificate

of good standing weigh with the examiners?"

There is no prescribed formula by which to conduct an examination

of a stranger who wishes to visit a Masonic Lodge. Usually the Mas

ter appoints two brethren well versed in the ritual and ceremonies as a

Committee to ascertain whether or not the applicant is properly enti

tled to visit the Lodge. This Committee will naturally ask some

general questions. after which they may enquire if the visitor has a

Masonic diploma or certificate. If he can show such a document of

recent date, or if he can present a receipt for dues paid to the Lodge

in which he claims to hold membership, or if he has with him and

exhibits to the Committee other well authenticated papers indicating

his connection with Masonry, there may be a considerable shortening

of the examination. Nevertheless the documents must not be accepted

as conclusive. There must be a due examination touching the essen

tials of the ritual and ceremony. Beyond this the examiners must be

satisfied that the brother who applies to visit comes from a Lodge that

is working under regular Masonic authority.

“ What is the significance of the phrase, ‘ Once a Mason. always a

Mason’? Does Freemasonry seek to bind its followers to itself by an

inseparable bond.”

Formerly. no doubt, there was more of meaning in the phrase cited

by our correspondent than now attaches to the words. In the ancient.

times when no dues were imposed, and when no such number of specific

requisitions were made upon Craftsmen as are now recognized in by

laws and rules touching membership, it was generally held that when

one had lawfully received the Masonic degrees he had attained a life

tenure of connection with the Masonic Fraternity. It did not matter

whether he were poor or rich, whether be contributed much or nothing

to support the institution, whether he attended Masonic meetings or

kept away. he was still a Mason. It was only occasionally and for

grave ofienees that sentence of expulsion was passed upon an olTending
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brother. Times have changed; new rules have been adopted, and

now Craftsmen may withdraw from the organization whenever they so

desire, and they are liable to be shut out from the privileges of the

institution by the non-payment of dues or by the commission of some

technical fault. The phrase still has force, however; for the sus

pended or expelled Mason cannot forget the ceremonies through which

he has passed or the obligations he has taken in a Masonic Lodge. He

is always a Mason, as another has said, in the obligation which rests

upon him to " preserve inviolate the mysteries unfolded to him.” This

obligation rests with just as binding force upon one who is suspended

or expelled, as upon one who has of his own accord withdrawn from

the Order.

“ Is the wearing of an apron obligatory upon all Masons when assem

bled in a Lodge of Craftsmen? What is the moral application or

significance of this portion of the clothing of a Mason ?"

The wearing of the apron is thus requisite. It is the distinguishing

investiture of a Mason and goes with him to the grave. The lamb skin

or white leather apron is presented to the Entered Apprentice as “ the

badge of a Mason.” It is thus associated with what is essential in the

sanctions and teachings of Freemasonry. That the apron has moral

significance may not be questioned. Dr. Oliver declares it to be an

“ emblem of truth and passive duty." and he refers to the Bible state

ments respecting Elijah and St. John the Baptist, as being “girded

with an apron of leather.” In Anderson’s Constitutions of 1723 refer

ence is made to the apron worn by Masons, showing that its use was

accepted by Craftsmen of that period. Linen was used in the early

time as now almost as frequently as leather. The apron as presented

to the candidate is clean and white; but, as made a part of the clothing

of Master Masons and brethren of advanced rank, it admits of deco

ration in the way of emblems and colors. When we pass to the so

called higher degrees we still find the apron worn, but varying in its

color and embellishments, being designed to signify some idea or prin

ciple represented by the special degree.

“What meaning attaches to the word Tetragrammaton as Masoni

cally used? In what part of the ritual of Ancient Freemasonry is the

term employed P"

The word has a primary and a secondary meaning. In Greek it

signifies a word of four letters and is supposed to be equivalent to

He”;- It is the title given by the Talmudists to Jehovah which in the

Hebrew language consists of four letters. Having such a reference
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and application it holds an important place in the ancient system of

Freemasonry. This four-lettered name is the “ inetTable word” made

known in a special and impressive manner to brethren in the Royal

Arch degree. Well informed Craftsmen who have been thus advanced

will appreciate the resemblance to the alleged practice of the Essence

by whom the word is said to have been preserved and transmitted. It

was always communicated by them in a whisper, and under a disguised

form, such that while its component parts were well known the con

nected whole was an incommunicable mvstery. To the Jews this

unpronouneeable name implied the' majesty of Jehovah, the immutable

and eternal existence of the Most High God. In the third chapter of

Exodus we read that when Moses asks of God what is his name, reply

is made: “ I am that I am; and He said thus shalt thou say unto the

children of Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.” Josephus, writing

upon this subject. declares: “Thus God declared to Moses his holy

name which had never been discovered by men before, and concerning

which it is not lawful for me to say any more.” The tetragrammaton

is adopted by Freemasonry, with all the old Hebrew suggestions and

reminders, and is clothed with a number of impressive intimations.

In its different uses and applications it points to the Word of God, the

True Word, the Divine Truth, the Eternal Life—all as included in the

might and excellence of the Supreme Grand Architect of the Universe.

Jehovah is the true rendering of the tetragrammatton.

Editorial flutes.

Pusuc INSTALLATIONS of Masonic officers may be justifiable. with an

abridged ceremony. now and then ; but as a rule the installing service

should be rendered in the presence of Masons only. Then the saluta

tions can all be given in their full form, due emphasis can be put on the

words and symbols used, and a moral efl’ect produced on the minds of

brethren such as is hardly possible in an assembly composed of Masons

and of those not connected with the Fraternity. While the public in

stallation has never seemed in our judgment to be a perversion of Free

masonry or a violation of any general law of the Craft bearing upon

the subject, we have always inclined to the opinion that frequent ser

vices of such a nature are neither expedient nor desirable.

Puomum one reason why the public installation is so frequently

called for is that Freemasonry in general and the Lodge in particular

a
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may be brought. to the public notice by the daily press. “Why is

there not the same treatment accorded to Masonic bodies as to other

Fraternities, in the columns of the secular papers?” said a young

Mason to the present writer not long ago. He noticed the frequent

and extended reports of other societies in the daily papers. and only

now and then a brief reference to Masonic organizations. He thought

at first that Freemasonry was being discriminated against by the con

ductors of these journals; but he came very soon to understand why

Masonic doings are not thus chronicled and to be glad because of the

omission. Certain brethren, however: never quite get over the desire

to see their own names or those of their friends in the papers, and they

may favor the public installation partly for’ the reason that such a. ser

vice is likely to be fully reported by the daily press.

BUT WHY do you have a'department of “ Masonic News” in the

Rseosrronr, and why do you print. accounts of Lodge installations with

lists of officers, etc. ? says a critical reader to the editor. Is not such

a publication ministering to the feeling of vanity which ought to be

repressed? Is it not giving publicity to matters which had better be

kept altogether secret? Some of the fathers held to this view; but

our thought is that there is a distinction, with a difference, between the

printing of a report in a Masonic journal and the printing of the same

Masonic information in the daily press. Announcements of officers

elected in various Masonic organizations may well be made in the

columns of a magazine representing the Craft, but hardly in the

columns of the daily papers, unless under exceptional circumstances.

It is sometimes difficult to draw the line.

THE our: asssnrrsr, PRINCIPLE of Freemasonry—the absolute in

separable element of faith which it avows—is belief in a Supreme

Being. Before all things God is the foundation on which it builds.

Masonic recognition of Deity, which bars out atheists and agnos

tics, implies much of moral duty. As God exists—the just and right

eous Being—also as indeed the Supreme Architect of the Universe—

there must be a just accountability to Him on the part of man. Belief

in a Law-giver, Infinite, Holy and True, carries with it a thought of

obedience to requirements announced in man’s moral consciousness as

well as in the Word of God; hence Masons are enjoined to practice

the social and moral virtues and to walk circumspectly in their various

vocations. Freemasonry rests and builds on a Divine foundation.

WE warm: this paragraph on St. John the Baptist’s Day. Formerly

there was a communication of Grand Lodge held on this day in almost
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every Masonic jurisdiction ; or, at least, some notable gathering of the

Craft, with arrangements made for a fitting celebration of the Festival

occasion. It is a matter of regret that the ancient custom has been

departed from—that now so little attention is paid to St. John’s Day.

We agree in the desire expressed by our esteemed contemporary. The

American Tyler, which in its current issue. just now in hand, says: “ Let

a move take place all along the lines of American Freemasonry looking

to a better observance of this day, in honor of which so many thousand

Masonic altars have been erected."

BRO. J. H. DRUMMOND, in his frequent expressions of thought on

important subjects pertaining to Freemasonry, generally utters words

which are alike wise and timely. Certainly he does this in the follow

ing statement: “ There is a great tendency to improve on the past. We

all have an idea that with our enlightened experience, with the benefit

of studying what has been done by those who have gone before us, we

can improve upon almost everything which our fathers did. That is a

tendency which Masons seem to have almost everywhere. But it is a

mischievous tendency. As Masonry was in the beginning, so it ought

to be now, and so continue to be unto the end.”

THE RECENT ACTION taken by the Grand Lodge of New York, in

tended to check the making of Masons too rapidly. indicates an appre

ciation of a growing danger which threatens Masonic health and pros

perity. Freemasonry has become popular. This fact in itself suggests

the need of exercising great care in the admission of candidates. Then

we have a class of Masons at the present time whose chief desire seems

to be to add to the numbers of the Lodge to which they belong.

Brethren of this stamp go about with blank petitions all ready to put

into the hands of those who may show the slightest inclination to join

the Fraternity. In some cases the suggestion is made to outsiders that

it would be greatly to their benefit to become identified with _so power

ful and flourishing a society. Increase of members is supposed to be

the true test of prosperity ; hence otficers and brethren often show an

undue zeal in seeking for candidates. It is, indeed, about time to cry

for a " halt " in the rushing business.

Bso. Houses H. Buasasx, Grand Master of Masons in Maine, is

a lawyer by profession, and entitled to the name of Judge by the posi

tion he holds. He is a devoted member of the Masonic Fraternity,

and has hosts of friends both within and without the lines of the Craft.

In his recent annual address before the Grand Lodge of Maine, he

uttered some wholesome words respecting the habit of profanity [1c
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said: “A Mason has no more right to blaspheme than to deny God.

The one is just as un-Masonic as the other. Neither has the shadow of

a warrant in our tenets, and neither should be tolerated by us. Without

pure and chaste language our Masonic m8 is a fraud, and our boasted

Masonic character a deception. I know that very often profane words

bubble forth thoughtlessly, involuntarily; but when everybody knows

that a pure fountain cannot send forth impure streams, we do well to

guard our speech, our vows, our honor. In all purity and truth, in all

loyalty to our institution and its laudable precepts, will we not banish

a habit which has no earthly excuse for existence, one which gives no

force nor emphasis to assertion or argument, indicates poverty of ideas

or power of expression, sears the conscience, and is revolting to good

taste. Masonry should be a powerful lever to lift us above degrading

habits, and stimulate us to noble speech, conduct and attainments.”

Masonic Plilews.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic‘exchnnges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while oi course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Ma

sonic News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. We shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

Chas. W. Whitcomb, 33“, Grand

Treasurer; Bro. Warren G. Reynolds,

33°, Grand Secretary, and a full board

of oflicers. At the evening session

the work of the 30th degree was

exemplified in an exceptionally bril

NEW ENGLAND.

Masonic Week in Burlington, Vt.

On Monday afternoon, June 10th

ultimo, the Vermont Grand Council

of Deliberation. Scottish Rite, eon

vened, Bro. Marsh 0. Perkins, 33°,

Commanderdn-chief presiding. He

delivered an address setting forth his

official acts during the past year and

making several timely suggestions.

He reported a growing interest in the

Rite throughout the jurisdiction.

The election was conducted in great

harmony, resulting in the selection of

Bro. Elihu B. Taft, 32°, as First Lieut.

Commander; Bro. Henry H. Ross,

Second Lieut. Commander; Bro.

liant and pleasing manner by Ver

mont Consistory, of which body Bro.

Daniel N. Nicholson, 33°, is the Illus

trious Commander. The Grand Coun

cil voted that a beautiful jewel, sig

nificant of Bro. Nicholson’s rank as

Grand Inspector General, should be

obtained and presented to him as a

gift from the Grand Council.

On Tuesday, June 11th, the fifty

third annual conclave of the Grand

Commandery of Vermont was held.
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There was a very large attendance in

cluding Past Grand Commanders

George 0. Tyler, Burlington; Thad.

M. Chapman, Middlebury; George

W. Wing, Montpelier; Delos M.

Bacon, St. Johnsbury; William F‘.

Lewis, Rutland; Kittredge Haskins.

Brattleboro. After appointing the

usual standing committees the R. E.

Grand Commander, Marsh 0. Perkins,

delivered an excellent address. He

dwelt upon the near approaching

Triennial of the Grand Encampment,

afl‘irming his belief that it would con

stitute a memorable event in the his

tory of American Templarism. Fol

lowing out the recommendation of

Grand Commander Perkins a liberal

appropriation was made for head

quarters in Boston and the committee

on the Triennial was continued. The

election of officers resulted as fol

lows: Silas W. Cummings, St. Al

bans, Grand Commander; Robert J.

Wright, Newport, Dep. Grand Com

mander ; Charles H. lleaton, Mont

pelier, Grand Generalissimo; Orrin

W. Orcutt, St. Johnsbury, Grand

Capt-General; Rev. Simon B. Blunt,

Mlddlebury, Grand Prelate; Daniel

N. Nicholson, Burlington, Grand

Senior Warden; Jesse E. Thompson,

Rutiand, Grand Junior Warden; Ed

ward V. Ross, Rutland, Grand 'l‘reas

urer; Warren G. Reynolds, Burlington,

Grand Recorder; Daniel Pay son,Wind

sor, Grand Standard Bearer; Isaac D.

Bailey, Brattleboro, Grand Sword

Bearer; John H. Whipple, Manches

ter Centre, Grand Warder; Dan. P.

Webster, Brattleboro, Grand Capt. of

the Guard.

The Grand Council of Royal and

Select Masters of Vermont met on

Tuesday evening, it being the 42d

Annual Assembly. Grand Master

Edwin U. Hibbard presided and de

livered an address. The business

transacted was of local interest only.

Bro. Myron J. Horton, Pntney, was

elected Grand Master, and Warren G.

Reynolds, Burlington, was elected

Grand Recorder.

On Wednesday, June 12th, the

Grand Lodge convened, being opened

in ample form under direction of Ms.

W.-. Bro. John H. Whipple, Grand

Master. There was a large attend

ance, including Past Grand Masters

Ozro Meacham, George W. Wing,

Marsh 0. Perkins, Nason P. Bowman,

and Delos M. Bacon. Letters of re

gret Were received from Past Grand

Masters Park Davis and Alfred A.

Hall, this being the first time the

latter had been absent in twenty-five

years. A letter of regret was also

received from Venerable Grand Chap

lain Rev. Edwin Wheelock, who was

detained by ill health. The address

of the Grand Master was received

with special favor. It represented

the condition of the Ancient Craft in

Vermont as eminently satisfactory.

“Our relations are fraternal and

friendly. No discordant sound diss

turbs the peace, and everywhere our

banners float to the breeze with the

true inscription, ‘ Peace—good will.“’

Important action was taken looking

to the building of a Masonic Temple

in Burlington. A vote was passed to

build a temple at a cost of 850,000, the

structure to be placed on a site leased

to the Grand Lodge by the city of

Burlington. Oliicers were elected as

follows: Kittridge Haskins, Brattle

boro, Grand Master; Daniel N. Nichol

son, Burlington, Deputy Grand Mas

ter; Winfield Scott Nay, Underhill,

Grand Senior Warden; Will F. Lewis,

Rutland, Grand Junior Warden;

Charles W. Whit-comb, Proctorsville,

Grand Treasurer; Warren G. Rey

nolds, Burlington, Grand Secretary;

John W. Stowell, Putney, Grand
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Senior Deacon; Edwin B. True, New

port. Grand Junior Deacon; Charles

R. Montague, Woodstock, Grand Lec

turer; Rev. Edwin Wheelock, Cam

bridge, Grand Chaplain; Rev. Frank

Appleton, St. Johnsbury, Assistant

Grand Chaplain; Daniel S. Danforth,

St. Albans, Grand Marshal; Charles

H. Bigelow, Brooktield, Grand Sword

Bearer; Charles A. Chapman, Ferris

burgh, Grand Pursuivant; Daniel C.

Barber, Burlington, Grand Senior

Steward; Albert Killam, Burlington,

Grand Junior Steward; Emmet G.

Tuttle, Manchester, Grand Tyler.

On Friday, June 14th, the Grand

Chapter convened, Companion Myron

J. Horton, of Putncy, Grand High

Priest, presiding. He reported con

tinued prosperity for the craft and a

considerable increase in membership.

Only routine business was transacted.

The following named Companions

were elected to office: Robert J.

Wright, Newport, Grand High Priest;

Daniel N. Nicholson, Burlington,

Deputy Grand High Priest; Eugene

S. Weston, Ncwfane, Grand King;

Orlando W. Sherwin, Woodstock,

Grand Scribe; Charles W. Whitcomb,

l’roctorsville, Grand Treasurer; War

ren G. Reynolds, Burlington, Grand

Secretary; Charles A. Calder-wood,

St. Johnsbury, Grand Captain of’ the

Host; Charles H. Williams, Bellows

Falls, Grand Principal Sojourner;

Smith B. Waite, Hyde Park, Grand

Royal Arch Captain; Daniel S. Dan

forth, St. Albans, Grand Master Third

Veil ; W. W. Booth, Vergennes, Grand

Master Second Veil ;John H. Whipple,

Manchester. Grand Master First Veil;

Rev. Herbert R. Titus, Vergennes,

Grand Chaplain; Collins Blakely,

Montpelier, Grand Lecturer; George

F. Morse, Burlington, Grand Senior

Steward; William S. Terrill, Rutland,

Grand Junior Steward; Daniel Pay

son, Windsor, Grand Sentinel; Hiram

Hanscom, Burlington, Grand Tyler.

We may add to the foregoing ac

count of Masonic week in Burlington -

a notice of a meeting of the Vermont

Masonic Veteran Association, held on

Wednesday evening, June. 12th, and

of the Convocation of High Priest

hood on Thursday evening, June 13th.

Observance of its Centennial Anni

versary by Colombian Lodge of

Boston, Mass.

The Boston Journal reports the cele

bration of the one hundredth anniver

sary of the organization of Colombian

Lodge, at Columbus avenue Univer

salist Church, on Saturday evening,

June 8, 1895. The church was fittingly

and handsomely decorated and a large

audience was present. The officers of

Columbinn Lodge on entering the

church were accompanied by these

members of the Grand Lodge of

Massachusetts: Grand Master E. B.

ilohnes, Deputy Grand Master S. L.

Thorndike, Senior Grand Warden H.

G. Jordan, Junior Grand Warden H.

Mills, Grand Treasurer John Carr,

Grand Secretary S. I). Nickcrson,

Grand Marshal C. E. l’hipps, Grand

Senior Deacon, F. T. Dwincll, Grand

Junior Deacon W. H. H. Sonic, and

Grand Standard Bearer E. C. Upton.

The initial feature of the evening was

the choir‘s :mthctn, “The Earth is the

Lord’s," Bro. William H. Gerrish ac

companying. The address of welcome

was made by Wor. Master J. Foster

Bush, who extended the right hand of

fellowship to the representatives of

other societies and other lodges, and

a greeting to the wives and daughters

of the members. Wor. Frederick

Alford then read the charter of the

Lodge, signed by Paul Revere who,

when it was granted, was Grand Mas

ter in this jurisdiction. Right Wor
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shipful W. 'l‘. R. Marvin, Past Senior

Grand Warden, gave an historical ad

dress; W. Bro. C. C. Stevin recited a

centennial poem, and a centennial

hymn was sung by the choir. An ex

cellent oration was delivered by R.

W. Bro. E. Bemly Young, following

which came the benediction by Rev.

Bro. Stopford W. Brooke.

A Notable Celebration.

The seventeenth of June of the

present year was accorded a special

recognition in Charlestown and Bos

ton, by reason of united Masonic

and patriotic services. There was a

Masonic parade of an imposing char

acter under the immediate auspices of

King Solomon's Lodge of Charles

town which celebrated the one hun

dredth anniversary of the erection of

the first monument to Joseph Warren

on Bunker Hill. Some fifty or more

lodges marched in procession and

acted as escort to the Grand Lodge.

Several Commandcries of Knights

Templars appeared in the parade.

Appropriate services were held at the

monument, including addresses by

Gov. Grecnhalge and Grand Master

Holmes. In the evening an ciaborate

banquet was served in Fanueil Hail

and a number of eloquent addresses

were made by distinguished Masons.

Instruction Given in the Three De

grees.

At Fitchburg, Mass, on the 29th of

May, 1895, a “ Lodge of Instruction”

was opened by R. W. Bro. Chauncey

E. Peck Grand Lecturer of the Grand

Lodge of Massachusetts. The whole

day was given to Masonic teaching

and enilghtment. Hundreds of Crafts

men came from the adjoining towns—

coming early in the forenoon and re

maining until lateat night. Star Lodge

of Athol exemplified the first degree,

while Wilder Lodge of Lcominister

lectured the first and Athol Lodge the

second and thirdsections. The second

degree was worked by Hope Lodge 0t

Gardner and the lecture was by

Artisan Lodge of Winchendon. 'l‘he

sublime degree was Worked, first sec

tion by C. W. Moore Lodge and second

and third sections by Aurora Lodge.

Trinity Lodge of Clinton recited the

lectures.

Consecration of a Templar Banner .

Presented to Hugh de Payens

Commandery, Melrose, Mass.

On Wednesday evening, June 12,

1895, there were gathered in the Asy

luln of Hugh de Payens Commandery

an interested assembly to witness the

presentation and consecration of an

elegant banner given to the Comman

dry by Sir. Kt. John Hoffman Colla

more of Boston Commandery. The

presentation exercises opened at 8

o’clock and were public. The presen

tation was made by Em. Sir Freeman

C. Hersey, Grand Lecturer of the

Grand Commandery of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island. It was received

by Em. Commander Sir E. B. Sears

of the Melrose Commandery. An ode

was written by Mrs. C. E. Whiton

Stone. The consecration exercises

were conducted by Em. Sirltev. '1‘.E.

St. John, Grand Prelate of the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts and

Rhode Island, assisted by Em. Sir.

Winthrop Messenger, Grand Sword

Bearer.

Centennial of Middiesex Lodge,

Framinghnrn, Mass.

On Thursday, June 13th ultimo,

Middlesex Lodge observed its one

hundredth anniversary. There was at

numerous gathering of the Fraternity,

including Grand Master Edwin B.

Holmes and Grand Secretary Sereno

D. Nickerson, with the officers of the

Grand Lodge. The exercises were
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held in the Unitarian Church which

was suitably decorated for the occa

sion. The following lodges were in

the line of march: Mt. Hollis Lodge

of Holliston; North Star Lodge of

Ashland; Norfolk Lodge of Need

ham; Charles A. Welch Lodge of

Maynard; St. Bernard‘s Lodge of

South boro; Darius Lodge of Hudson;

United Brethren Lodge of Marlboro;

Meridian Lodge of Natic; Alpha

'Lodge of South Framingham ; Middle

sex Lodge of Framingham These

lodges formed the escort of the Grand

Lodge. At the church the order of

exercises was as follows: Organ pre

lude, Bro. E. William E. Chenery;

quartet, “The Lord is My Shepherd,"

Albion quartet; prayer, Rev. Bro.

Ernest C. Smith; quartet, “ When

Before Thy Throne We Kneel”; ad

dress of welcome by the master of

Middlesex Lodge, Wor. Lauren A.

Freeman; response by Grand Master

M. W. Edwin B. Holmes; quartet,

“Cantata Domino "; historical ad

dress by the Recording Grand Secre

tary, R. W. Sereno D. Nickel-son;

quartet, “Let Us Meet Upon the

Level ”; benediction. organ prelude.

After the exercises at the church the

line was reformed and the procession

returned to Masonic Hall, where it

was dismissed. A banquet in the

evening with eloquent addresses closed

the day.

Annual Meetings of New Hamp

shire Grand Masonic Bodies.

On May 13th, 1895, the annual as

sembly of the Grand Council of R.

and S. Masters of New Hampshire

was held at Concord, and the follow

ing named brethren were duly elected

or appointed to ofliee: Nathan Parker

Hunt, Manchester, Grand Master;

Stephen Shannon Jewett, Laeonia,

Deputy Grand Master; Charles llcnry

Webster, Nashua, Grand Principal

Conductor of the Work; Joseph Wy

man Hildreth, Manchester, Grand

Treasurer; George Perley Cleaves,

Concord, Grand Recorder; Charles

Byron Spoiford. Claremont, Grand

Captain of the Guard; John Hatch,

Greenland, Grand Conductor of the

Council; llev. Loren Webster, Ply

mouth, Grand Chaplain; Benjamin

Franklin St. Clair, Plymouth, Grand

Marshal; Joseph Brodie Smith, Man

chester, Grand Steward; Frank Lu

ther Sanders, Concord, Grand Sen

tinel.

On the day following, May 14th, the

Grand Royal Arch Chapter was in Ses

sion. 'l‘hclist of officers for the ensuing

year is as follows: William Franklin

Knight, Laconia, Grand High Priest;

John Henry Steele, l’eterboro, Deputy

Grand High Priest; Charles Henry

Webster, Nashua, Grand King; Frank

lin Alanson Rawson. Newport, Grand

Scribe; Joseph Wyman Hildreth.

Manchester, Grand Treasurer; Geo.

Perley Cleaves, Concord, Grand Sec

retary; John Adams Lang, Franklin

Falls, Grand Captain of the Host;

Joseph Kidder, Manchester, Grand

Chaplain; Rev. James B. Morrison,

Laconia, Grand Chaplain; George C.

Perkins, Lebanon, Grand Principal

Sojourner; Joshua W. Hunt, Nashua,

Grand Royal Arch Captain; Henry

C. Buxton, Milford, Grand Master of

the Third Veil; Waldo A. Russell,

Concord. Grand Master, of the Sec

' 0nd Veil; William W. Oliver, Lisbon,

Grand Master of the First Veil;

Thomas C. Beattie, Lancaster, Grand

Steward; Henry B. Quimby, Lake

port, Grand Steward; Frank L. San

ders, Concord, Grand Sentinel.

On May 15th the Grand Lodge con

vened. Its officers were elected as

follows: Charles Carroll Hayes,

Manchester, Grand Master; Henry
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Augustus Marsh, Nashua, Deputy

Grand Master; John McLane, Mil

ford, Senior Grand Warden; George

Isaac McAllister, Manchester, Junior

Grand Warden; Joseph Kidder, Man

chester, Grand Treasurer; George

Perley Cleaves, Concord, Grand Sec

retary.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

Death of Bro. john J. German, Past

Grand Treasurer of the Grand

Lodge of New York.

The New York Dispatch in noticing

the death of this prominent citizen

and craftsman, which occurred May

21, 1805, traces his Masonic connec

tions through a period of more than

forty yenrs, during which time his

interest in the Fraternity had been

abundantly manifested in various

ways. During the great Masonic fair

of 1886, he took an active part, and

did much to secure the great success

which attended that effort. As a mem

ber of the building committee, which

had charge of the erection of the Hall

at Twenty-third street and Sixth

avenue, he devoted much time to the

work. As Grand Treasurer he was

earnest and careful in the details of

his office. He was a man of kindly

disposition and liberal heart, and will

be greatly missed. llis funeral on the

Saturday next following his death

was largely attended, many of the

Grand Officers of the Grand Lodge of

New York, and other prominent

craftsmen, being present.

Annual Communication of the Grand

Lodge of New York.

The one hundred and fourteenth

annual session of this Grand Body

was held at Masonic Temple, New

York city, on Tuesday and Wednes

day, June 4 and 5, 1895. The dele

gates represented eight hundred and

eleven Lodges. Grand Master John

Hodge presided and delivered a

thoughtful address. He paid tribute

to the memory of Past Grand Treas

urer John J. German, whose death

had recently occurred. The'report of

the Treasurer showed that the receipts

last year were $120,108.29; expenses,

872,910.18. The expenditures of the

Masonic Home last year were 8254,

80486. Important action was taken

by the Grand Lodge intended to check

the making of Masons too rapidly,

and in favor of a reduction of dues.

On Wednesday occurred the following

election of officers: John Stewart,

New York, Grand Master; William

A. Sutherland, Rochester, Deputy

Grand Master; Charles E. Ide, Syra

cnse. Senior Grand Warden; E. II. L.

Ehlers, New York, Grand Secretary.

Thomas Moore, New York, was

elected trustee of the Masonic Temple

and Hall for three years.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Pennsylvania.

It was the forty-second annual con

clave which was held in Reading, Pn.,

May 28 and 29, 1895. The parade on

Tuesday was participated in by forty

Uominanderies, each Commander-y

being preceded by a band of music.

The Corinthian Chassenrs, No. 53, of

Philadelphia, brought up the rear of

the line of upwards of two thousand

knights. 'l‘he Chasseurs were all

mounted on splendid horses, richly

caparisoned, and their appearance ex

cited much enthusiasm all along the

line of march. The Grand Com

mandery convened in the Academy of

Music, Grand Commander Sir Irvlng

P. Wanger, presiding, at 3 o’clock in

the afternoon. There was a numer

ous attendance, including thirteen

1
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Past Grand Commanders. At this

first session much regular business

was transacted. The address of the

Grand Commander evinced careful

preparation. Its statements, with

reports of the Grand Recorder and

Grand Treasurer. gave a clear show

ing of the progress of 'l‘emplary in

Pennsylvania during the last year.

The evening of Tuesday was devoted

to a Grand Reception. On Wednes

day the election of officers took place

as follows: Grand Commander, Sir

Edward B. Spencer; Deputy Grand

Commander, Sir Samuel S. Yohe;

Grand Generalissimo, Sir Harry M.

Van Zandt; Grand Captain General,

Sir Henry H Kuhn; Grand Prelate,

Rev. Sir Charles T. Morgan; Grand

Senior Warden, Sir James B. Young

son; Grand Junior Warden, Sir Adam

H. Schmehl; Grand Treasurer, Sir

Isaac Albertson, and Grand Recorder,

Sir Mont. H. Smith. After selecting

Scranton, Lackawanna county, Pa.,

as the place of meeting for the Forty

third Annual Conclave the Grand

Commander-y was closed.

THE WEST.

Escort of Grand Commander Mont

gomery to the Triennial Conclave

of Grand Encampment.

By circular received we note that

R.-. Sir Henry Hunter Montgom

ery, Grand Commander of the Grand

Commandery of lllinois, has accepted

an escort tendered by Chevalier Bay

ard and Montjoie Commanderies joint

1y from Chicago to Boston. The itin

erary for the trip to and returning

from Boston has been arranged and

announced, and ten days is the time

estimated to be consumed. The two

commanderies in question have been

tendered the honor of an escort by

Boston Commandery, upon arrival in

Boston, which has been accepted.

The headquarters will be at Young’s

hotel, where the commandery will

dispense its usual hospitality.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Colorado.

On June 4th, 1895, the twentieth

annual conclavc of the Grand Com

mander-y of Colorado was held in

Denver. There was a large attend

ance. Action was taken looking to a

goodly representation of the Templars

of Colorado at the approaching Trien

nial gathering in Boston, Mass. The

following named officers were elected

and installed: William W. Rowan,

Ouray, G. C.; Eugene 1’. Shove,

Gunnison, D. G. 0.; George J. Dun

baugh, Pueblo, G. G.; John M. Max

well, Leadville, G. C. G.; John Wal

lis Ohl, Salida, G. Pre.; Harry A.

Lee, Leadville, G. S. W.; Julius B.

Bissell, Denver, G. J. W.; George

Wyman, Denver, G. 'l‘roas.; Ed. C.

Parmelee. Masonic Temple, Denver.

G. Rec.; George W. Roe, Pueblo, G.

Standard Bearer; James L. Bridge,

Trinidad, G. Sword Bearer; Edward

G. Arnold, Denver, G. Warder: Thos.

Linton, Denver, G. C. of Guard The

following committees were appoint

ed: On jurisprudcuce—William D.

Todd, Denver; James H. Peabody,

Canon City; Albert B. McGati‘ei-y,

Denver. On correspondelice—Harper

M. Orahood, Denver; Frank M. Dun

baugh, Pueblo; S. S. Sherman,

Montrose.

THE SOUTH.

Death of Wm. B. lsaacs.

it is with a tender and sorrowful

feeling that we now announce the

death of Bro. William Bryan Isaacs,

which occurred at his home in Rich
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mond, Vac, Su'nday, June 9, 1895.

For some months he had‘ been subject

to physical limitations and to 'the

effects of a severe attack of nervous

prostration; but he was able to be

about, and on the day preceding his

death he went out driving- and re

marked to a friend that he felt

stronger and better. The death sum

mons came to him almost without

warning. It was a shock to family

and friends—a great sorrow to mem

bers of the Masonic Fraternity in the

iurisdiction where he had so long re

sided, and where his Masonic interest

and ability had been c'onspicious for

more than a half century.

Bro. Isaacs was born in Norwalk,

C0nn., April 12, 1818. In early inau

hood he removed to Richmond, Va.,

where he became identified with busi

ness, social, religious, and Masonic

interests. He was first engaged in

the drug business, and afterwards

was a member of the well known

banking firm of Isaacs, Taylor and

Williams. He had business qualiti

cations which were deservedly recog

nized by those associated with him in

the prosvcution of material cuter

prises.

Soon after becoininga resident of

Richmond Bro. Isaacs married the

daughter of Dr. John Dove who was

then Grand Secretary of the Masonic

bodies in Virginia. Having entered

the Masonic Fraternity about the

same time he was appointed Deputy

Grand Secretary by his father-iu-law,

and when Dr. Dove died Bro. Isnacs

was made Grand Secretary. This

latter office he had filled with honor

and credit to himself and the fratern

ity ever since. When Bro. Isaacs was

made a Mason he at once took an

active interest in all the affairs of the

order. His promotion was rapid. He

had filled many offices in the various

bodies. He was‘ a Past Grand Com

mander of the Grand Commandery of

Virginia. and prominent in the affairs

0f 'l‘emplnry in the Grand Eenamp

ment. At the time of his death and

for the past fifteeh years he held the

office of Grand Recorder of the Grand

Encampment of the United States.

I-Iis attainments, his unfailing courth

esy, and his faithfulness in the per

formance of all official services,

showed his fitness for this important

position. Grand Master McCurdy in

his letter of condolence and sym

pathy, sent to Mrs. Isaac-s, said of the

deceased: “ He was one of the most

honored and eminent members of our

great brotherhood.” But few Masons

had a wider acquaintance among the

Craft than Bro. Isaacs. He was

known all over the country as a wise

and zealous Free-mason, a. courteous

and large. hearted Knight Templar.

Ilis memory and his worth will long

abide.

ENGLAND.

A Merited Testimonial.

The Prince. of Wales, Grand Master

of Masons in England, has conferred

upon Bro. John Lane, in recognition

of his literary services to Freema

sonry, the rank of Past Assistant

Grand Director of Ceremonies. The

office and the rank which belongs to

it in the Grand Lodge of England

may appear to have no large signifi

cance; but the source of the recogni

tion necorded and the manner of con

ferring the appointment give to the

honora special importance. A worthy

and distinguished Craftsman is thus

deservedly exalted and commended.

Bro. Lane has held many official

positions of work and responsibility,

and he has never failed to satisfy the
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just demands of Masonic service so

imposed. But by his literary labors

along various lines of Masonic investi—

gations and enlightment he has ren

dered still more valuable services to

Freemasonry. His “ Masonic Rec

ords” show (the results of careful

search, together with a scholarly

presentation of the material gathered.

Several of his papers published in the

transactions of the Quatuor Coronati

Lodge are greatly to his credit. We

join with the many friends of Bro.

Lane in an expression of hearty con

gratulation that his merits have been

flttingly recognized by the appoint

ment made. It is an additional grati

fication to ‘learn of the action taken

by the Grand Lodge. The London

Freemason, bearing date June 15, con

tains the following announcement:

“ It must add greatly to the honour

which has recent y been conferred on

Bro. John Lane in the respect of his

literary services, that the full dress

and undress suits of clothin pertain

ing to P. A.G. D. C. have een pre

sented to him by Grand Lodge, to

ether with a jewel bearing the fol

owln inscription: ‘ Presented to

Bro. ohn Lane, F.C.A., Past A.G.

D. 0., by the United Grand Lodge of

England, in recognition of his literary

igrvices t0 the Craft.-—5th June,

95.’ "

aunts, Magazines, etc.

HISTORY OF FREEMASONRY in Rooms

ISLAND. By Henry W. Rugg, D.D.,

Historian of the Grand Lodge; also

a full account of the Celebration of

the One Hundredth Anniversary of

the Grand Lodge of Rhode Island,

held June 24, 1891, and much sup

A Memorial

Volume, published by authority of

the Grand Lodge. E. L. Freeman

& Son, Printers.

This Memorial Volume is published

in a substantial and attractive form,

on paper of an excellent quality, is

well bound and finely illustrated. It

contains upwards of 900 pages and

presents a careful treatment of various

Masonic questions which are of gen

eral as well as local interest.

The plan and scope of the work are

set forth in the Preface as follows:

“The author did not wish to trace

the steps of Masonic pro ress in Rhode

Island without first giv ng some con

plementary matter.

sideration to the rise and progress of

Freemasonry as a system and as an

organization. It seemed to be fitting

that reference should be made to the

introduction of Freemasonry into this

country, including the question of

priority of organization, before pro

ceeding to describe the establishment

of the Fraternity in this State, and to

set in order the important events

which mark its early career. This

volume is not likely to be less favor

ably regarded because it treats of some

matters pertaining to general Masonic

history, nor for the reason that it con

tains a summarized account of the

Capitular and Cryptic systems, of

'l'emplary, and of the Scottish Rite,

- with supplemental exhibits as to the

condition of these bodies in Rhode

Island."

The volume contains biographical

sketches of all the Grand Masters in

Rhode Island, who had held the office

prior to 1892. It contains similar

sketches of other Craftsmen promi

nently identified with the Fraternity

in Rhode Island. Numerous engraved

portraits are shown, several of the

plates having been made for the spe
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cial purposeof furnishing such desired

portraits in this Memorial publication.

Other illustrations of public buildings.

Masonic halls, Memorials, etc., add to

the value of the work. It also contains

a summarized history of all the So

bordinate Lodges in the jurisdiction;

an interesting Chapter on “ Armo

ry,” showing and describing the arms

of all the Lodges in the jurisdiction,

together with carefully prepared ex

hibits, showing the progress of the

Craft during the hundred years and

more that have passed away since the

formation of the Grand Lodge. About

one hundred and fifty pages are re

quired to set forth the proeeedings ot

the Centennial Celebration. in which

are included the addresses given on

that commemorative occasion, and a

complete account of the arrangements

exercises, manner of procedure, etc.

Each of the several departments of

the work has interest and value. To

gether they make a volume which it

is believed will be received with favor

by the Masons of Rhode Island and

by many reading Craftsmen of other

jurisdictions. [n this connection it

may be stated that while the Memorial

Volume specially indicates the condi

tions of organized Freemasonry in

Rhode island all along the way from

the beginning to the successful cele

bration of the Centennial of the Grand

Lodge, in 1891, it also deals to a consid

erable extent with matters of philoso

phy and principle related to the lite of

the Institution. Portions of the work

reflect the Editor‘s opinions respect

ing various features pertaining to the

system of Freemasonry, especially as

these are involved with the usual ele

ments which are distinctive in its ex

pression. The price of the volume

has been fixed at 83.00 in substantial

cloth binding; and $4.00 in binding of

a superior quality. Orders for the

book may be sent to the Grand Secre

tary, R. W. Bro. Edwin Baker, 70

Weybosset street, Providence; or if

any Brethren so desire they may order

the volume of the Editor, 3 Westmin

ster street, Providence. It should be

remembered by intending purchasers

that an edition of only 3000 copies has

been published.

l’aocssnmos or THE Guam) LODGE

0F NEBRASKA, from its organiza

tion, September 23, 1857, to June 25,

1868. Prepared by Wm. 1’. Bow

en, Grand Secrctary. Publishers:

Knight, Leonard dz Co., Chicago,

II].

It is a copy of the second edition of

Volume I which is before us at the

time of this writing—a substantial,

closely printed book of about 900

pages. The Grand Lodge of Nebras

ka causes its printed-proceedings to be

stereotyped, hence it would seem a

comparative]y easy mattcl’ to produce

a volume such as that now in hand.

But in a reprint, corrections, expla

nations, and various references are

required, and these involve careful

examination. Bro. Bowen, in his mod

est Preface, says: “Much labor has

been given to the preparation of the

index of subjects and names, which it

is hoped will increase the value of this

reprint; full names will be found in

the indexes where initials only are in

the proceedings." The volume is em

bellished by a number of engraved

portraits of brethren who have been

prominently identified with Masonic

interests in Nebraska. It is printed

on paper of excellent quality and is

well bound. The outward appearance

of the book is inviting, and the care

tul reader turns its pages with much

of satisfaction. It is exceedingly cred

itable to the Grand Lodge of Nebras
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ka and to its eiiicient Grand Secretary

that such a work should have been

produced.

A Hrsroav or Panas'rms TEMPLE.

Providence, R. I. With its Code of

By-Laws and ahst of Members from

its organization to March 25, 1895.

The illustrated pamphlet containing

such matters of information as are in

dicated in the title page is richly em

shows the features of Horace S. Rich

ardson, illustrious Potentate, 1895.

The History, written by Past Illustri

ous Potentate Geo. H. Burnham, pre

sents many statements of interest per

tainiiig to the rise and progress of the

"Ancient Arabic Order Nobles of the

Mystic Shrine," with valuable details

of the organization and progress of

Palestine Temple. As a souvenir pub

lication of attractive appearance, and

containing much desired information,

it will have special value to the mem

bers of the Order which it represents.

bellished by artistic portraits of prom

inent officials and past officials of

Palestine Temple. The trontispiece

Rhode Isiand and Uieiuiig.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear.

Secretaries and othcroflicers of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren, are invited and urged to

furnish material for this department. Reports, notices, otc., received by the Editor not later than

the 20th ofany month will find place in the issue of the month next following. the date of publica

tlon being the first of each mouth.l

Bao. FRANK LYMAN Foasr'rn, M. D., of Providence R. I. died in that city

May 11, 1895. He was the son of Dr. Francis Flint Forsyth an eminent physi

cian in Mass., who was for many years one of the counsellors of the Massa

chusetts Medical Society. Both father and son were members of this society,

the son being also a member of the R. I. Medical Society and the American

Medical Association. His place of birth was at Hampton, N. II. The date

was Feb. 13, 1854. He received his degree train the Harvard Medical College

in 1877 after preparatory study at the Boston Latin School and the High

School at Weymouth, Mass. An appointment was soon made for himat the R.

1. Hospital, where he remained one year. He supplemented his education at

Harvard by a post graduate course in 1891. His practice was large and suc

cessful and extended over a period of 17 years, but his health began to tail

nearly a year ago, and although the winter was spent in the South for his

benefit he passed away in eighteen days after his returning. Dr. Forsyth was

the first Mason made in Nestell Lodge, No. 37, Providence. He was a mem

ber of Providence R. A. Chapter, Providence Council, R. and S. M., and

St. Johns Commandery. He was a member of several Fraternities, and in all

these societies he was held in well deserved esteem. His memory will abide '

in faithful hearts.
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR1695-96.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Edward P. Lowden, No. 10, Pawtucket, Grand Master.

William H. Crawley, No. 3, Warren, Deputy Grand Master.

Cyrus M. Van Slyck. No. 27, Providence, Senior Grand Warden.

Milton Livsey. N0. 36, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

. Frederick G Stiles, No. 37, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

J. Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phenix. Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

. William H. Scott. No. 36, Providence, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. W. Howard Walker, No. l0, Puwtucket, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Ralph W. Cook, No. 13, Woonsocket, Fifth Dist. D Grand Master.

v. and W. Henry W. Rugg, No. 1. Providence, Grand Chaplain.

. :William J. Bradford, No. 6, Bristol, Senior Grand Deacon.

. James E. Tillinghast, No. 27, Providence, Junior Grand Deacon.

. Marcus M. Burdick, Providence, Senior Grand Steward.

. Herman Boaz, No. 35, Providence, Junior Grand Steward.

.‘Charles F. Luther, N0. 29. Pawtucket, Grand Marshal.

. George M. Clarke, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Sword Bearer.

Thomas A. Pingrec, No. 34, Lonsdale, Grand Pursuivant.

W. Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

. H. C. Macdougall, No. 21, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

W. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry G. Armstrong

PFFWF?

assess

€€€§€

eswesssssswpawww

cannan'rum.

R W. Albert H Cushman, W Stephen M. Greene, W. Chas. F. Dawley.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

W. Henry W. Rugg. R. W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. F'reemanv

mnnaav. ‘

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Scott, W. Walter A. Preshrey.

CHARTERS AND BY-LAWS.

W. Joshua M. Addeman, W. Geo/N. Bliss, R. W. J. Howard Manchester.

GRAND OFFICERS' REPORTS.

M. W. Edwin-d L. Freeman, P. G. M., M. W. Newton D. Arnold, P. G.

M. W Geo. H. Kenyon, M.D.. P.G.M., M. W. Stillman White. P. G. M ,

M. W. Elisha Hhodcs, l’. G. M.

M.,
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WEBB MONUMENT AND GROUNDS.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS

W. George E. Webster, QW. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E. Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworth.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunce.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITATION, ETC. ‘

St. John's Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren;

Harmony Lodge, No 9, Pawtuxet; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawlucket; St.

Paul's Lodge, No. 14, Newport; Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Adelphoi

Lodge, No. 33, Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34, Lonsdale ; to constitute the

First Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy

Grand Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence ; Washington Lodge, No. 5, Wick

ford; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clnyville; What Cheer Lodge, No.21, Provi

dence; Ionic Lodge, No. 28, Greene; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centre

dale ; Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence; Doric Lodge, No. 38. Auburn ; to

constitute the Second Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District

Deputy Grand Master J. Ellery Hudson.

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Newport; King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11, East

Greenwich; Morning Star Lodge, No. 13, Woonsocket; Eureka Lodge, No.

22, Portsmouth ; Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtueket ; Rising Sun Lodge,

No. 30, East Providence; St. Andrew’s Lodge, No. 39, Riverside ; to constitute

the Third Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy

Grand Master William H. Scott.

St. Alban‘s Lodge, No. 6, Bristol; Friendship Lodge, No. 7. Chepachet;

Warwick Lodge, No. l6, Phenix; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope Valley; Cor

inthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence; Atlantic Lodge, No. 31, Block Island;

Nestell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Masonic District,

and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master W. Howard

Walker.

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, Limeroek; Manchester Lodge, No. 12, An

thony ; Temple Lodge, No. 28, Greenville ; Franklin Lodge, No 20, Westerly ;

Hope Lodge, No. 25, Pcacedale; Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Orpheus

Lodge, No. 36, Providence ; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to be

under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Ralph W. Cook.
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Oh, yes, we mean all kind words that we say

To old friends and to new;

Yet doth this truth grow clearer day by day,

We love but few.

We love! we love! What easy words to say,

And sweet to hear,

When sunshine splendor brightens all the way,

And, far and near,

Are breath of flowers and caroliug of birds,

And bells that chime;

Our hearts are light; we do not weigh our words

At morning time!

But when the matin‘ music all is hushed,

And life’s great load

Doth weigh us down, and thick with dust

Doth grow the road,

Then do we say less often that we love.

The words have grown !

With pleading eyes we look to Christ above,

And clasp our own.

Their lives are bound to ours by mighty bands

No mortal strait,

Nor death himself, with hls prevailing hands,

Can separate.

The world is wide, and many names are dear,

And friendships true;

Yet do these words read plainer, year by year—

We love but few.

—Atlantie Illonthly.
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a {little Giant.

HEN Simon Clutter-buck died at his English farm in Lancas

-I ter, he left his entire estate to his son Harold, by his first

' wife, providing, however, that Timothy, his son by his second

wife, should be paid one hundred pounds annually during life, and to

his son Nicholas, until of age. The reason of this partiality was well

known. Simon’s first wife had been a submissive creature, and bowed

humbly before her tyrannical lord and master. The second wife was

a modern Xantippe, and met Simon fully half way. She burst a blood

vessel one day in her mighty wrath, and left Simon 0. second time a

widower. Timothy had neither the money nor the spirit to contest the

will, and having lost his wife in the third year _of his marriage, and

being possessed of five hundred pounds, he concluded to emigrate,

with little Nicholas, a boy of seven, to America.

On arriving at New York he made himself known to some real estate

agents to whom he brought a letter of introduction. Fortunately he

fell into honest hands, and in a month he was comfortably housed on

a farm of eighty acres in the richest section of the Cumberland Valley,

and three miles from the Village of Glenwood. Adjoining his farm

was the estate of the Kings, or rather, one of the estates, for the two

brothers King were the wealthiest farmers, and certainly among the

most intelligent, in the State. Secure in his one hundred pounds a

year, the English farmer had not hesitated to purchase his farm partly

on time, and at once went to work to put it in first-class condition.

But it is with Nicholas that this story has most to do. The boy of

seven looked all of ten, and had he been pronounced twelve, no one

would have disputed it. He was an incipient giant, broad-shouldered,

deep-chested, his muscles standing out as prominently as an athlete’s

of twenty, _and when standing with his feet slightly apart, his form

erect, his blue eyes gazing steadily into yours, you would at once pro

nounce him a perfect type of boyish strength and vigor. Up to this

time he had never been to schoul. His father had taught him to read

in words of two syllables, and with slate and pencil to do sums in sim

ple addition. But the father was no “ scholard," as he said himself,

and so Nicholas, much against his will, was sent one morning to the

country school, or rather, academy, for there were two teachers, and

one department was given up to the higher branches.

There was, it must be conceded, an element of the ridiculous in the

appearance of Nicholas in a class of little tots, he towering above
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them like Goliath above David, and struggling with words of two sylla

bles in a book new to him, that morning. He could not help noticing

that he was an object, not only of curiosity, but ridicule, and it awak

ened his wrath. It so happened that the lesson that morning had in it

the expression " Harry‘s father was an austere man," and when Nich

olas came to read it he labored slowly along, and ended by pronounc

ing Harry's father an “ oysterman.” This was too much! The schol

ars broke into convulsions of laughter, and even the grave teacher,

when he saw Nicholas, his eyes ablaze, his whole frame dilating, with

the tumult within, as he dashed the reader to the, floor, gave the school

a brief recess. No sooner had the scholars poured tumultuonsly through

the door than three of the boys, not less than twelve years old each,

cried out:

“ How are you, Mr. Oysterman?"

Nicholas heard, and walking up slowly toward them, he said, very

quietly:

“Say that again, if you dare—any of you!” Of course they re~

peated it, and swift but sure that strong right arm shot out straight

from the shoulder, and a young King lay stunned upon the grass. The

two rushed to revenge the assault, and they went down before that

brawny arm and fist. And now Nicholas was surrounded by others,

with flashing eyes and knit brows, an angry mob. But he, with a sud

den leap, reached the circle, and, dashing aside the two boys in front

of him, planted his broad shoulders against a sturdy oak, and with his

face to the foe bade them come on !

But, in the meantime, the girls had done their full share—scream

and run to the teacher—and he soon quelled the incipient riot. He

bade Nicholas to go in, but the boy turned away without a word and

went home. He tried in vain that evening. at Nicholas's home, to in

duce him to return to school, but in vain. Frank King and the two

others who had felt the weight of his blows were filled with admiration

for the donghty champion, and came in a body to apologize and induce

him to return, but still in vain.

_One morning, some four weeks after, as Nicholas had just opened

the farm gate to let the cows out on their way to pasture, he was startled

by the rapid approach of a pony and buggy he knew right well. The

lines were dragging along the ground, and an elderly lady and a young

girl of twelve, deadly pale, were seated within. The pony turned at

the sight of the open gate, but just before the fore wheel reached the

upright post to which the gate was hinged, a strong arm stopped the

animal’s mad career, and Nicholas had probably saved one or two val
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uable lives, and had certainly prevented terrible wounds. Annie King,

youngest daughter of Rufus King, Mrs. Hetty Leroy, his widowed and

favorite sister, were not. ungrateful, and Frank King, Annie’s brother,

cried like a child when next he met Nicholas and said:

“ God bless you, Nick! To think I had ever made fun of you! I

could tear my tongue out."

And it was when fall came that Aunt Hetty and Annie, now thirteen,

pursuaded Nicholas to take lessons from them at their own home, and

this was kept up for two years following, and the young lad developed

a wonderful memory, and his physical strength increased with his years,

and at ten he did a grown man's work with ease at plowing and bar

vesting. And now he had gained self-possession, and was easily per

suaded by his teachers that. it was his duty to go to school six months

in the year. Arm in arm with his true friend. Frank King, he entered

the door he had once left in wrath, but all knew the brave lad now, and -

his welcome was an ovation. He waxed in physical and intellectual

stature until he was fifteen, for he not only acquired the learning of

the schools, but Rufus King had given him the use of his elegant

library, and richly had he profited by it But at fifteen he was destined

to lose his father. He mourned him sincerely, ceased going to school,

and devoted himself to the farm, employing help in the busy season.

His remittances from England came regularly, and prosperity awaited

him. But did he do his own cooking, as his father had done? He in

tended to, but again Aunt Betty, and Annie, now happily married,

prevailed, and he boarded with the Kings. He and his father had often

been invited guests there, so that he felt at home and enjoyed it thor

oughly. He could not but learn that Rufus King, Roger King, his

brother, and Annie’s husband, Percy Archer, were members of the

Masonic Fraternity, and one evening when they were discussing the

feasibility of establishing a Commandery of the Knights Templar in

Glenwood, it struck him that there were certain books in the library

relating to these subjects, and he searched them out, and by the time

he was twenty-one he was as familiar with Masonry as Mackey’s Cy

clopedia, the Masonic Manual, and a score of other works could make

him. No one knew of this, for it was in his own cottage, when alone,

he had treasured up this knowledge. And not only this, but a generous

course of reading, supplemented by his wonderful memory, gave him

rich intellectual stores and an enlightened understanding.

It was when he approached his twenty-first birthday that an incident

occurred that gave Nicholas unexpected prominence. A series of de

bates had been held during the winter seasons by the Glenwood Lyceum,
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and the question for debate on one evening was, “ Are Secret Societies

a Benefit to Mankind?" Three disputants were selected on each side,

after which any one in the audience was at liberty to express his views.

The question itself drew a full house, most of the males belonging to

one or more secret societies. The discussion was animated, and when

volunteers were called for several arose, but when the stalwart form of

Nicholas towered ameng them, all eyes were riveted upon him. His

only experience in public speaking had been in school declamation. but

he was full of his subject, and in a low but distinct voice he entered on

a. defense of secret societies, and in the course of his remarks portrayed

the beauty, the sublimity and the exalted morality of Masonry, with the

touch of a skilled Master. He was listened to for twenty minutes in

rapt silence, and he said in conclusion :

“Mr. President—It has been my hope for years, that when I attain

the proper age, I may have the honor of becoming a member of this

Order, of learning its grand lessons of Faith, Hope and Charity, and

drinking inspiration from its fountains of Wisdom, Strength and

Beauty.”

Astonishment kept that audience in profound silence but for a mo

ment. It was but the deep lull before the storm of applause that fol

lowed. The community had respected him before—they honored him

now. When he was of age, and Rufus King took in his application,

the committee called upon him, and he said to them :

“A suflicient reason for my wishing to join your Order is the fact that

l have read your Manual time and again, can repeat it word for word,

and can and do indorse its sublime teachings. I would know much of

the Order of which I have learned a little,” and the committee went

away wishing that they knew the “little " he did, and he lived to take

his place as an official in Grand Lodge and Commandery. And how

proud Rufus King and the whole family were of him, and how fervent

their gratitude for lives defended.

Annie Archer is now twenty-six, and is the proud mother of a boy

and girl, the former five and the latter seven. A handsomer couple

than Annie and her husband had never wed in the Cumberland Valley,

if the oldest inhabitant could be believed, and Annie’s father had built

them an elegant home not a hundred yards from his own, and Aunt

Hetty devoted her time and talents to watching over and caring for

Queenie and Percy, for, as if determined to confer royal honors on the

first born, the parents had named her Queenie King Archer. On one

day, some six years later, two events occurred, widely different, but of

importance when brought into close relationship. A stranger, an Eng
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lishman, a skilled mechanic and a brother Mason, reached Glenwood,

and securing a situation there, naturally inquired if there were any

English in the village. No, but he was referred to Nicholas at his farm.

He knew the name in England, he said, and went to see his countryman.

“My half-brother in England is dead—has been for a year past,”

said Nicholas to Rufus King, the next morning.

“ Left a widow and children, of course. But you are entitled to part

of the estate.”

“All of it, if any,” replied Nicholas. “He died single, and made no

will. But, honestly, I had not thought of that.”

it may be no credit to his sagacity, but Nicholas, in his utter un

selfishness, had never thought of that! Sixty thousand dollars straight

before him, and he had not seen it. The practical Rufus King secured

all the affidavits necessary to prove the father's death, and Nicholas'

identity as the only heir of his father, and as the Kings could richly

afford it, Frank, still single, accompanied Nicholas to England. In

four months they returned, Nicholas having sold the estate to an Eng

lish earl to fill out his own acres, and who paid a round price for it.

But they did not return alone. A rosy-checked, bright-eyed English

woman was looking with loving eyes at the stalwart form of Nicholas,

as the stanch vessel plowed the deep, while Frank was talking to a

dark-eyed, dark-haired youth of sixteen, handsome in features and per

fect in form, one to attract the eye of painter or sculptor. They were

aunt and nephew, the former the widow of an humble tradesman, the

latter the son of a once prosperous East India magnate, but who died

comparatively poor. The aunt’s parents had been warm friends of the

father of Nicholas. She and the latter met, and she was coming over

as the wife of the strong man. They formed as nearly a perfect union

of hearts as is found below—a union tranquil, serene and lasting.

It was but natural that the youth, Arthur Glendower, and Queenie

Archer should meet often during the next five or six years, and that

they should admire each otner. He regarded her as a star, very beau

tiful to look upon, but beyond his reach. And she, when she was six

teen, had been vaguely informed of a mysterious gallant youth from

the southern sunny clime who would come some day to see her. Blind!

blind! not to see her soul’s ideal knight day after day in plain sight.

And when Queenie was seventeen, nearly, the Southerner came. He

was the son of a former schoolmate of her father, a planter, and said

to be wealthy. He was handsome, very, and fascinating, but a little

too hold to please Queenie. He seemed to take it for granted that she

would love him. He came at frequent intervals until Queenie was
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eighteen, and it was only when she was told that she might set the

happy day that she learned her own heart. She loved another! But

taught implicitly to obey the slightest wish of her father and mother,

she would probably have sacrificed herself, if—

If, on one eventful day, Queenie had not been walking home from a

neighbor’s, and saw lying in the road before her what seemed to be a

part of a letter, the conclusion. Queenie read:

“ But, my dear boy, hurry things up. He can’t go back on you after

the girl is your wife. I am irretrievably ruined, twenty-five thousand

dollars worse than nothing. Chase has attached the coming crop for

his infernal liquor and wine bill, thirteen hundred dollars. What a fool

cards and liquor have made of me. Make my gout an excuse for my

not coming to the wedding, but call it rheumatism, mind you! Again,

I say, hurry things up. Once yours, the father must pony up hand

somely. You can readily make him believe that you did not know my

financial condition.

“ Yours affectionately,

“ PHILIP Sues."

At the moment she finished reading the above, a shadow fell at her

feet. Pale. trembling. she looked up. The stalwart form of Nicholas

loomed up before her.

“ Oh, sir! read this. What can it mean? " and at Queenie’s bidding,

the strong man read, and comprehended.

“ It means, my dear girl, that you will not marry Gerold Sayre. It

is my duty to show this to your father.”

“Oh, sir, I don’t want to marry him! I do not love him. I love

some one else a thousand times —”

“ There, there, my dear. No secrets. Come! " and be accompanied

her home, sought her father, and said:

“Brother Archer, your daughter found this fragment of a letter in

the road. She read it. I am rejoiced that she did. She asked me to

read it. I did so. It is now your duty to read it. I leave it with

you,” and he passed out.

Fifteen minutes after, young Sayre came in from the barn, and ex

pressed himself worried over the loss of a part of a letter from his

father.

“ My daughter picked it up,” said Percy Archer, coolly, handing it

to him. “The next train for the South leaves in an hour and a half.

My servant will drive you down.” Nicholas drove to town that after

noon, and made over one-half of all he was worth to his wife, in her

own right.
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It is but doing justice to Percy and Annie to state that when they

learned that Queenie and Arthur Glendower loved, they at once gave

their hearty consent to their marriage. and thought of what might have

been but for Nicholas’s strong arm in years gone by. They did not

know until after the wedding that Nicholas's wife was worth over forty

thousand in her own right, and that Arthur was her heir.——Br0. S. 0.

Crane in Masonic Advocate.

Rite of (Streumamhulatten.

h IRCUMAMBULA'I‘lON is the name given by sacred archaeol

ogists to that religious rite in the ancient institutions, which

consisted in a formal procession around the altar or other holy

and consecrated object. The same rite exists in Freemasonry.

In ancient Greece, when the priests were engaged in the rite of sacri

fice, they and the people always walked three times around the altar

while singing a sacred hymn. In making this procession great care

was taken to move in imitation of the course of the sun. For this pur

pOse they commenced at the east, and passing on by the way of the

south to the west, and thence by the north, they arrived at the east

again. *By this means, as it will be observed, the right hand was

always placed to the altar-Hr

This ceremony the Greeks called moving from the right to the right,

which is the direction of the motion, and the Romans applied to it the

term dextrovorsnm, or dextrorsum, which signifies the same thing.

Thus, Plautus, (Curcul. I., i. 70) makes Palinurus. a character in his

comedy of Curculio, say: “If you would do reverence to the gods, you

must turn to the right hand.” Si deos salutas dextrovcrsum censeo.

Gronovius, in commenting on this passage of Plautus, says: “In

worshiping and praying to the gods, they were accustomed to turn to

the right hand."

A hymn of Callimachus has been preserved, which is said to have

been chanted by the priests of Apollo at Delos, while performing this

ceremony of circumambulation, the substance of which is, “We imi

tate the example of the sun, and follow his benevolent course.”

 

'The strope oi the ancient hymn was sung in going from esst to west; the sntistrophe in return

ing to the east, and the epods while standing still.

1".“th this," said Potter, “they stood about the altar, and the priest, turning towards the right

hand, wet round it and sprinkled it with meal and holy water."—Antiquities of Greece, B. IL, ch,

iv., p. 26.
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Among the Romans, the ceremony of circumambulation was always

used in the rites of sacrifice, of expiation or purification. Thus Virgil

(ZEn., vi. 229) describes Chorinaeus as purifying his companions at the

funeral of Misenus, by passing three times around them while aspers

iug them with the lustral waters; and to do so conveniently it was

necessary that he should have moved with his right hand toward them.

“ Iden tcr socios pura circumtulit uuda,

Spargens rore levi et ramo felicis olivae.”

That is:

'l‘hrice with pure water compass‘d he the crew,

Sprinkling, with olive branch, the gentle dew.

In fact, so common was it to unite the ceremony of circumambulation

with that of expiatiou or purification, or, in other words, to make a

circuitous procession in performing the latter rite, that the term lustrare,

whose primitive meaning is “to purify,” came at last to be synony

mous with circuire, to walk around anything, and hence a purification.

and a circumambulation were often expressed by the same word.

Among the Hindus, the same rite of circumambulation has always

been practiced. As an instance, we may cite the ceremonies which are

to be performed by a Brahman, upon first rising from bed in the morn

ing, an account of which has been given by Mr. Colebrooke in the sixth

volume of the “Asiatic Researches." The priest having first adored

the sun, while directing his face to the east, then walks to the west by

the way of the south, saying, at the same time, “ I follow the course

of the sun,” which he thus explains: “As the sun in his course moves

round the world by way of the south, so do I follow that luminary, to

obtain the benefit arising from a journey round the earth by the way of

the south."

Lastly, we may refer to the preservation of this rite among the Druids,

whose “ mystical dance ” around the cairn, or sacred stones, was nothing

more nor less than the rite of cireumambulation. On these occasions,

the priest always made three circuits from east to west, by the right

hand, around the altar or cairn, accompanied by all the worshipers.

And so sacred was the rite once considered, that we learn from Toland

(Celt. Rel. and Learn., II., xvii.,) that in the Scottish Isles, once a

principal seat of the Druidical religion, the people “ never come to the

ancient sacrificing and fire-hallowing cairns, but they walk three times

around them, from east to west, according to the course of the sun.”

This sanctified tour, or round by the south, he observes is called Deaseal,

as the contrary, or unhallowed one by tne north, is called Taupholl.

And, he further remarks, that this word Deaseal was derived “from
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. Deas, the right (understanding hand) and soil, one of the ancient names

of the son ; the right hand in this round being ever next the heap.”

This rite of circumambulation undoubtedly refers to the doctrine of

sun worship, because the circumambulation was always made round the

' sacred place, just as the sun was supposed to move around the earth;

and although the dogma of sun-worship does not of course exist in

Freemasonry, we find an allusion to it in the rite of circumambulation,

which it preserves, as well as in the position of the officers of a Lodge

ane in the symbol of a point within a circle._-Mackey’s Encyclopwdia

of Freemasonry.

Masnnic giddress.

Annaass OF M.'. BRO. EDWIN B. Hermes AT THE LAYING or

THE CORNER-STONE or GRACE Umvsssaus'r Cannon,

LOWELL, Mass, MAY ‘25, 1895.

Basrnass as!) Farnnns: On the eleventh day of October, 1890,

the Grand Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted Masons of the Com

monwealth of Massachusetts held a Special Communication in this city,

for the purpose of laying the Corner-stone of the new City Hall. That

building is the seat of the city government. There the chief executive

of Lowell presides; there laws and ordinances are enacted for the gov

ernment of the city.

The Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, in laying the Corner-stone of

that beautiful edifice, asserted its respect for civil government and its

loyalty to duly enacted law. Freemasonry teaches that to be peace

able citizens and obedient to the laws of the country where one resides

is a duty incumbent upon all men.

To-day the same Grand Lodge meets again in this busy and pros

perous city to lay the Corner-stone of a structure to be dedicated to

the worship of God and the welfare of man. The Grand Lodge, the

exponent of Freemasonry in this Commonwealth, by its presence, de~

clares its respect for so laudable an undertaking, its belief in God and

interest in man. By this service, it asserts that Freemasonry would

"lend a hand" to every good work, and publicly aflirms its sympathy

with, and its belief in, every movement that has for its end the glory

of God and the welfare of our race.

On this beautiful day there is something pleasing in an orderly pro

cession, in glittering regalias, gleaming swords and stately forms.
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These are not Freemasonry, they are but the shell. Its true worth is

not in its numbers, its processions, its forms, its gorgeous robes or its

ancient ritual.

Its true value lies in the permanence and glory of the principles which

it asserts and cherishes. These are not the principles of the atheist,

agnostic, inquisitor or mystic, but are the principles enunciated in the

Great Light of Freemasonry, the Bible.

Freemasonry, therefore, is social and civil order. Disorder in society

is tumult; disorder in the State is rebellion. Masonry teaches obedi

ence to duly established law. It believes in the equality of men before

the law, and that all men are by nature possessed of certain inalien

able rights, as life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. Masonry is

on the side of the oppressed and downtrodden. It is opp0sed to die

tators of every name and class, and stands for freedom under the sanc

tion of law.

Freemasonry is relief, charity. It writes its charities on the sands.

It does not turn its poor over to the State nor to the almshouse, but

strives .“to hear one another’s burdens." It supports homes and

schools in several States of our Union, wherein the poor, aged and

orphans find a Brother's welcome. Unmeasured is the stream of fra

ternal helpfulness which throughout the civilized globe every year is

turned into homes, poor and distressed. Masonry is Brotherly Love.

Through the fleeting years and in the various conditions of life, Ma

sonry has ever been a constant friend to man. It has revealed a

Brother’s love in time of distress and sorrow; it has extended a

Brother’s hand on the tented field and in the shock of battle; in

poverty and sickness, in captivity, and even at the stake, Masonry

binds men together as they are bound by no other tie.

Freemasonry is toleration. It stands for the freedom of the indi

vidual conscience. It advocates the largest personal liberty. No bind

ing of the will, no dwarfing of the mind, but individual responsibility

to the Creator for the talents received and for their use. Masonry does

not tolerate lawlessness, servitude, ignorance, and other ills that debase

character and destroy human hope, but it does tolerate the breaking of

every chain that fetters the human body, mind or soul. It believes in

free men, free schools for the culture of free minds and a catholic faith

circumscribing the narrow creeds of Christendom. The path of toler

ation has been long and sorrowful, but the day of triumph is surely

coming, when toleration will be the glad possession of every land.

Masonry stands for truth, belief, worship, religion. The cardinal

virtues are its principles. The great truths of the Bible are its fouuda'



572 FREEMJSOIVS REPOSITOR r.

tions. The beatitndes are its delight. There is a simple universal

faith in which all sects agree-the belief in God and in his superin

tending Providence—this faith Masonry accepts. This is the grand

central thought about which other thoughts revolve. We believe in

the great Architect of heaven and earth; we teach and practice the

sacred duties of life, and we leave the details of personal belief to the

judgment of every Brother. ‘

Masonry thus stands for the present and eternal interest of the race.

Its aim is the upbuilding of men socially, intellectually and religiously,

that the day of ignorance, hypocrisy and superstition may cease.

Brethren and members of the Grace Universalist Church: The pur

pose for which the Grand Lodge came has been accomplished. It only

remains for me to wish you abundant success in the erection and com

pletion of your new edifice. May no accident hinder the work, but

may the building stand an ornament to your city, while at its altar may

multitudes gather, and find the hope of an endless life.

Misting at Freemasonry.

REEMASONRY is a principle which has existed in all stages

W: of civilization. The state in which we know it, of a vast

Brotherhood of amateur Masons, who are not really builders,

but who, as everybody is aware, have adopted the signs and symbols of

the building craft to express their own secret principle, is, as far as we

know, about two and a half centuries old. The first instance of a gen

tleman or amateur being accepted into one of the Lodges of the old

building crafts is that of Elias Ashmole, the antiquary (afterwards

Windsor Herald to King Charles 11.), who, along with Colonel Main

waring, was entered at Warrington in 1646. It is believed that there

are now more than 1,000,000 members. The conception of Free

masonry implies, like the Christian Church, cosmopolitan or universal

brotherhood, and was impossible to the ancient world, or until the

brotherhood of man was taught by Jesus of Nazareth. But the prin

ciple of sacred moral and religious societies on the one hand, and the

principle of brotherhood of the building craft on the other, are as old

as civilization itself; and it is of these two that speculative Free

masonry is the modern representative. The principle of moral and

religious societies is represented in ancient times by the Pythagoreans

and the Eleusinians among the Greeks, by the Essence among the Jews,
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and by the Carmathites and Fedavi, who were the mystic Rationalists

of the Mahometans.

But the true historical precursors of our modern brotherhood of Free

masons were the medireval building corporations, who may themselves

have a remote connection with the East, while among the Romans there

were collegia, or skilled fraternities, for the same purpose. These

Roman collegia had an exchequer, an archive, patrons, religious cere

monies. an oath, a benefit and burial fund. and a register. Their offi

cers were masters, warders, recorders, and censors. and they instructed

their apprentices to a certain extent in secret. There can be no doubt

that such fellowships existed for centuries in Gaul and Britain, and it

is probable that they deposited in these countries the tradition of their

ideas and habits. The taste and science of Gothic architecture were

to a large extent the possession of the Bauhutten, or wooden booths,

where the stonecutters during the progress of their work kept their

tools, worked. held their meetings. and probably also took their meals

and slept. Hence our modern institution of the Lodge. In the twelfth

century there are distinct traces of a general association of these

Lodges throughout Germany, acknowledging one set of craft laws, one

set of secret signs and ceremonies, and, to a certain extent, one central

authority in the Grand Lodge of Strasburg.

The Jewish and Arabian symbols, which were so popular in these

Crafts, are supposed to have been introduced by Alhertus Magnus

early in the thirteenth century. The atmosphere of these medizeval

building societies seems even at an early date to have been favorable

to liberty of thought and religious toleration. Hence they were pro

hibited at the Romish Council of Avignon, in the year 1326. The

authority of the Grand Lodge was recognized at the great assemblies

of Ratisbon and Strasburg in 1459, the statutes of which received Im

perial confirmation. It was legally destroyed by an Imperial edict in

1741. England had imported much of her Lodge organization and

learning from Germany. The causes which led to the introduction of

the new classes of membership, the amateurs. those who are ordinarily

known as Freemasons, and which gradually converted operative into

speculative Masonry, were inevitable. The reconstruction of London

after the fire, the building of St. Paul’s cathedral, and the patronage

of the immortal Sir Christopher Wren, kept up the interest in the

movement, and at last a formal resolution was passed that the Masonic

privileges should no longer be confined to operative Masons. The

modern phase of English Masonry may be said to have begun in Lon

don on 24th June, 1717, when the four London Lodges, having erected
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themselves into a Grand Lodge, named their first Grand Master. The

leading spirits were the Huguenot Desaguliers, the well known popu

larizer of natural science, and James Anderson, a Scotch Presbyterian

minister. who compiled the “Book of Constitutions.” From this time

new Lodges could only be formed by warrant from the Grand Lodge.—

Churchman's Magazine.

Fifi-assert} is Eiffiemnt.

HEN we compare the Masonic Fraternity with other societies

h ; of its kind it is remarked that there is a difference. Others

i !‘ can easily trace the original date of their beginnings, and some

now grown to honorable age are celebrating anniversaries of greater or

less length. Who ever heard of the celebration of a fiftieth or a five

hundredth anniversary of Masonry? We hear of revivals; of years of

slow but sure decline in one section, then a luminous revival of interest;

of suppression, persecutions and even martyrdom for its name, then a

sweeping wave of popular favor that would carry it to a zenith height.

Masonry is different in many ways from other societies. The lessons

it imparts are peculiar to it alone in all the world. This is witnessed

to by the efforts put forth in vain to produce a similar system without

presenting essentially the same substance. Its elaborate system covers

far wider moral and social grounds than any other society. yet incurs

no suspicion among the fair minded, or interfering with any man’s duty

to his God, his country, his neighbor or himself. Freemasonry in its

fundamental character is symbolic of our highest, noblest form of

healthful life; each Craftsman is educated to regard himself as a work

man. Other orders, some within the Masonic Fraternity, are founded

upon some chivalric tradition, some specific virtue, or some holy doc

trine; but the symbolic degrees are throughout pointedly set forth as

instructing workmen in a useful trade, “ whereby they may receive

Master’s wages and be the better enabled to support themselves, their

families, and contribute to relieve distress among their Brethren.”

Masonry is non-competitive—it bids for no patronage, asks no man to

lay aside his prejudices and join it, nor does it try to enlarge its num- I

hers at the expense of others. In that most sanguine struggle our

country ever saw or ever will see, Masonry passed through its awful

years afi‘ording succor not only to those who made themselves known

as such, but lightening the cruelty of war in wider circles, without

bringing the breath of scandal upon itself on either side. Yes, Masonry
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is different. Ancient and honorable; it is a growth, a development, an

evolution, and its highest form and beauty lies in its being the embodi

ment of a system of moral and social ethics, to which no man can lay

claim to be the author. One, only, stood where he could say “ I am

the light of the world.” " He taught as one having authority.” To

his philosophy of life, to his beautiful parables and signs we can alone

turn with any hope of discovering the interpretation of this singular

and noble institution founded upon belief in God, and the practice of

" Brotherly love, relief and truth.”-—E.vchange.

gin Instructiue Sermon on Freemasonry.

[The Glasgow Echo of recent date contains a report of interesting services

which took place in St. Andrew's Hall, Glasgow, May 23, 1895, under the

auspices of the Provincial Grand Lodge of the District, on which occasion the

Rev. W. Bronslie, D. D., of Lenzie, delivered the. annual sermon on Free

Masonry. There was a large attendance of Masons. We copy in a slightly

condensed form the “ Echo's " report of the discourse.—EDITOR.]

After the praise meeting, the Rev. gentleman choose his text from

I. Peter iii., 8, “ Love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous.” At the

outset Mr. Brownlie said, before calling their attention to the more

direct meaning of these words, some preliminary explanation seemed

necessary. They were met there that night to emphasize one great and

important fact, namely, that Freemasonery did not seek, and did not

pretend, to be independent of the sanction and support of the Christian -

religion. In olden times it was a strong ally of the Christian Church,

and in those latter days it had, he knew, no desire to be free from

Christian claims, far less to place itself in the slightest antagonism

to the Christian spirit. The facts were, indeed, all the other way, as

anyone would see who had taken the trouble to read some of its teach

ing and find out the purposes and aim by which it was, and had,

always been animated. For, first and chiefest of all, the one thing to

be placed in the foreground and constantly kept there, was the fact

that Masonry was a guild, a corporation—a great Brotherhoodubind

ing men together and animating them with a common purpose and com

mon aim.

Any initiation that taught this spirit and put into operation this

practice of the Brotherhood, even in an imperfect way, was, and must

be in the nature of things, essentially religious. And Masonry was

essentially religious, so much that he was aware that in the course of

the world’s strange and chequered career there had been so-called
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Brotherhoods that had been anything but religious in their origin,

and nothing but evil in their practice. And he was also aware that

even the history of religion itself had sometimes been disgraced by

guilds or associations that, far from helping men to better ways, were

the association of oppression and persecution. But Masonry had never

oppressed and never persecuted. It had. so far as he had been able to

find out, never been the handmaid of bigotry. nor the companion of

tyrants. No one could look back over the records of its long past

without seeing and knowing that in days when mutual help was more

sorely needed than in many respects it was now, when means of com

munication were few, and human life in itself less honoured and re

vered than it was amongst ourselves now, it was in those days a bond

of union and a source of help to many who otherwise would have been

the victims of very cruel and very unfortunate circumstances. Masonry

was religious in the highest sense of the word. To the uninitiated, its

ceremonies and symbols seemed either meaningless or'fantastic. But

those ceremonies and symbols had all their distinct purpose and office,

and were very far from being the empty nothingness that was so often

supposed. They all started, as Masonry itself did, with the enthusi

astic and unquestioning recognition of the great Supreme Being, the

the Architect and Maker of the Universe. That was the article of its

creed, and he might well add, the first and the last demand of its

practice. With that splendid fact to start with, and with the other

splendid thought of Brotherhood as its constant aim and purpose. it

based all its proceedings. all its forms and ceremonies, on the great

principles of order, loyalty and obedience.

For this, if for no other reason, it was entitled to study considera

tion. and respect. For, as he need scarcely tell them. order, loyalty,

and obedience were virtues so full of moral significance and so neces

sary to the very well-being of society that no one ever dreamed of con

testing what ought to be their supremacy, however much and deeply

they had often to deplore their absence of neglect. Any agency. there

fore, by which these could be inculcated. and by which men could be

brought even in a dim imperfect way to see their beauty and their

worth, was entitled to deference and honour. Continuing, Mr. Brownlie

denied that Masonry was antagonistic to Christianity, but was, on the

other hand, one of its handmaids. The Brotherhood of all men was

not a thing to which Masonry was or could be opposed, and it could

therefore be no other than a subordinate and ally to the great kingdom

of Christ and God. Masonry has been often abused, its vows broken.

and its best teaching dishonoured, as had been the ease, alas, with
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Christianity itself. But in neither case was that to be taken as an

argument against the thing itself. There it stood, hoary with age, and

with asplendid record, an unbroken and quite unique testimony to the

need that men have for union and true co-operation. a pledge and

proof of the fact, so slowly learnt, and often so cruelly misunderstood,

that human life and society, to be of any worth or meaning, must be

based on on the close, personal relations of love and sympathy for that

true Godlike forbearance which they translated by the beautiful word

“ courtesy.”

Masonry knew no ecclesiastical controversies, no religious bitterness,

and no political party. That God-given instinct, pity, had moved them

to words and deeds of mercy, it had built infirmarics, organized our

charities, and done for them in actual practice what ecclesiastical

themes, and ecclesiastical quarrels had sadly and criminally hindered.

Masonry would be utterly untrue to itself if it did not appeal to them

on the ground of a gentle and noble pity. It asked nothing for itself,

but it did ask whatever they could give for the sake of others.

At the close of the able and eloquent discourse the choir rendered

Handel’s “Hallelujah Chorus." A collection in silver in aid of the

Provincial Grand Lodge Benevolent Fund was made.

Suriosities of iiflasouio Idisoipline.

 

HE rank and file of the Craft did not in former times enjoy the

,5); same amount of freedom in masonic matters that, generally

a“ speaking, they do now. During the discussion of a question

coming before Ayr Kilwinning in 1784, a brother was pleased to char

acterize an act of the Master as “ a rash step.” On being remon

strated with, and “ no appearance of sorrow being expressed by him

for his conduct," he was ordered “ to be excluded from the lodge'until

in a regular lodge he shall make a proper acknowledgment to the chair

and the lodge in general for his very unbrotherly behaviour.” This

sentence was passed on the motion of Robert Aitken, the Brother whom

Burns designated as the “ dear patron of my virgin muse—he who read

me into fame.”

In 181], an office-bearer of Ayr and Renfrew Milita St. Paul was

found guilty of “ communicating to neutral persons, in a clandestine

and illegal manner, the whole supposed proceedings of St. Paul’s

Lodge, and defaming the character and government of said lodge.”

The sentence following upon this indisereet brother's conviction was

3 Q
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humiliating enough: “That he be suspended from his office for two

months from date hereof; and that upon the first monthly meeting

after this term is expired he shall in open lodge read the following

words: ‘ I have been guilty of a crime highly prejudicial to the good

order of society and the interest of St. Paul's Lodge; and I declare

this to be a proof of my contrition, and hope it may be a warning to

all members, and in case of a complaint that they may lay it in a legal

manner before an open lodge, and not to be misled by those who

neither consider their own nor the interest of the lodge.’ " In 1819,

three brethren of the same lodge had a sentence of expulsion pro

nounced upon them for refusing, while on visit to a sister lodge, to

reply on behalf of their mother lodge when toasted from the chair._

Two of the delinquents, whose excessive modesty had in this instance

led to their “ dishonouring ” their own lodge, afterwards acknowledged

their “ crime," sought forgiveness, and were restored to their place in

the lodge. Not less absurd and unconstitutional was the act of the

Lodge Mauchine St. Mungo when some sixty years ago it summarily

expelled one of its sons for refusing when the lodge was sitting on

“refreshment,” to drink to “the Duke of Wellington ”--the toast

having been proposed at a time when that great man was, as a politi

cian and head of the Ministry, very unpopular.

At the period to which the preceding cases refer, the charges upon

which lodge trials proceeded were wont to be remitted to a Committee

of Investigation, whose sealed report upon the question, signed by each

member, was submitted to the ensuing monthly communication of the

lodge. The accused, if objecting to the decision of this committtee,

had the privilege, in open lodge, of defending his cause; he was then

required to retire to the adjacent room while the subject of complaint

was being discussed and the vote taken. This was gone about with

great solemnity. Beginning at the senior member present, each brother,

on the invitation of the Master, rose in succession, and placing his

hand upon his heart and addressing the Chair, delivered his opinion as

to the guilt or innocence of the accused, and approval of or dissent

from the sentence, that had been proposed by the Committee of Inves

tigation. On his re-admission, the accused was apprised from the chair

of the decision of the lodge. If innocent he was saluted by the Master,

who beckoned him to a seat; if guilty he was escorted out of the lodge

and the brethren were asked to give effect to the sentence which “ shut

the door of Masonry against" the erring one—the limit of such punish

ment extending to periods of from one month to ninety-nine years.—

D. lllurray Lyon in Scottish Freemason.
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The Fortunate Isles.

You sall and you seek for the Fortunate Isles,

The old Greek Isles of the yellow-blrds‘ song?

Then steer straight on through the watery miles,

Straight on, straight on and you can‘t go wrong.

Nay not to the left, nay not to the right,

But on, straight on, and the Isles are in sight.

The Fortunate Isles where the yellow-birds sing,

And llfc lies girt with a golden ring.

'l‘hese Fortunate Isles they are not so far,

They lie within reach of the lowllest door,

You can see them gleam by the twilight star:

You can hear them sing by the moon‘s white shore—

Nny, never look back! Those leveled gravestones

They were landing steps; they were steps unto thrones

Of glory for souls that have sailed before,

And have set white feet on the fortunate shore.

And what are the names of the Fortunate Isles?

Why, Duty and Love and a large Content.

Lo! these are the Isles of the watery miles,

'l‘hat God let down from the flrmament.

Lo, Duty and Love, and a true man‘s trust;

Your forehead to God and your feet in the dust;

Lo, Duty and Love, and a sweet babe‘s smiles,

And these, 0 friend, are the Fortunate Isles.

-—Selerled.

Speculatiue liliasonrg.

"7' attention has frequently been drawn to the indiscriminate

use of the expression “speculative” Masons and “symbolic”

Masons, and we have been asked to express an opinion as to

which is correct. Certainly the former is the correct term. We say we

are free and accepted or speculative Masons in contrast to operative

Masons. Speculative Masons use the tools of the operative Masons as

symbols to impart instruction. “ Symbolic Masonry ” is a. corruption

which has crept into use— we do not know exactly when or how. Some

otherwise correct ritualists use this expression instead of the proper

one, “speculative Masons,” but it is a corruption, nevertheless, and

correct speakers avoid it. Writing on the subject, Mackey says Free

masonry is called speculative Masonry to distinguish it from operative
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Masonry, which is engaged in the construction of edifices of stone.

Speculative science which, borrowing from the operative art its working

tools and implements, sanctifies them by symbolic instructions to the

holiest of purposes-the veneration of God and the purification of the

soul. The operative Mason constructs his edifice of material substances ;

the speculative Mason is taught to erect a spiritual building pure and

spotless, and fit for the residence of Him who dwelleth only with the

good. The operative Mason works according to the designs laid down

for him on the trestle board by the architect; the speculative is guided

by the great trestle board on which is inscribed the revealed will of God

-the Supreme Architect of heaven and earth. The operative Mason

tries each stone and part of the building by the square, level and plumb;

the speculative Mason examines every action of his life by the square

of morality, seeing that no presumption nor vain-glory has caused him

to transcend the level of his alloted destiny, and no vicious propensity

has led him to swerve from the plumb line of rectitilde—Australasian

Keystone.

If? ejected.

AS somebody been rejected in your Lodge? Then please re

member it is a fraternity secret. It is not fair either to the

applicant or the fraternity for you to mention it outside. It

will neither do any good to gossip about it in public, but it may do a

great deal of harm. Perhaps the vote was taken by means of a secret

ballot. Many of the boxes for this purpose are so constructed that the

desired privacy is not accorded to the voter if his near neighbor takes

the pains to watch. Nevertheless, evsry member has a right to vote as

he considers best and proper, and any espionage is not only impertinent

but a subversal of that right. That the applicant was a friend of yours,

perhaps proposed by you, does not confer upon you the privilege of

knowing what your neighbor thinks of his fitness to join the society,

unless your neighbor sees fit to volunteer the information. As for talk

ing with the would-be-member about it and giving the~ names of persons

present, or guessing, shrewdly or otherwise, as to who dropped the

black ball, is a practice pernicious and reprehensible. A world of mis

chief might spring out of such mistaken kindness. In the first place,

the informant is not always sure of the news he sets in circulation. He

may be accusing an innocent person. It does not always follow that

because two persons have personal grudges that one of them would vote
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against the other in a secret society. In fact personal feeling ought

never to be acted upon in such cases. Hence the knowing of such un

friendliness is not proof as to the casting of an unfavorable ballot.

And the suggestion of suspicion against others fills some people’s minds

with prejudices that are hard to eradicate and sometimes lead to hatred.

To guess, then, at the culprit, if so he may be called, who votes against

an applicant, is to do wrong and is unwise in policy beside. And

whether you guess, or whether you know, let your lips be sealed to the

world—Fraternal News.

The Innestiture at the gitpvnn.

HE term invesliture is sometimes misunderstood by the Masonic

Fraternity, deeming it to refer solely to the clothing of a

Brother with Masonic regalia and jewels, but every such

member of the Order should be immediately divested of any such

narrow definition. The word refers as well to being clothed in mind,

to endow, to confer, to put in possession of; the initiate is invested

with the word, the sign, the token, when he is put in possession of

them and their proper definition conferred upon him. And so with the

doctrines, principles and 'virtues that are thereby inculcated, as also

when clothed with his regalia and jewel, they are severally explained

and commented upon to the understanding of the receiver.

We desire herein to refer to the investiture of the candidate with the

lambskin apron,

 

“Whose white investment figures innocence."

The white leathern apron commences its lessons in the earlier period

of the Neophyte's progress by its symbolic teachings; it is the first

gift the novice receives and is impressed the more upon the memory;

it is his first realizing fact of his being of the Brotherhood. The apron

should in every sense be pure and unspotted, of white color, although

the regulations admit a blue border, as the distinct mark of friendship,

of which that color is the symbol: in the ancient mysteries the candi

date was always clothed in white:

“ l’ontitl's clad in white array

Seek to journey in the way,

While virtue guides their erring feet

And mirrored truth their prayers repeat.”

The color has in all times and nations been esteemed an emblem of
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innocence and purity, the representative of charity. It was with this

view thata portion of the vestments of the Jewish priesthood was

decided to be of white. In the mysteries of Mithras, in Persia, the

candidate was invested with a white apron. In the initiations in Hin

dostan, the ceremony of investiture was preserved, but a sash, called

the sacred zenne'r, was substituted for an apron. The Essence robed

their novices in white. In Japan where mystic rites have, from an

unknown period, been practiced, their candidates are invested with a

white apron, bound round the loins with a girdle. Dr. Oliver says in

his “Sdgns and Symbols,” u~The apron appears to have been in

ancient times an honorary badge of distinction. In the Jewish econ

omy, none but the superior Orders of the priesthood were permitted to

adorn themselves with ornamental girdles, which were made of blue.

purple and crimson, decorated with gold upon a ground of fine white

linen, while the inferior priests wore only plain white. The Indian,

the Persian, the Jewish, the Ethiopian and the Egyptian aprons, though

equally superb, all bore a character distinct from each other. Some

were plain white ones, others striped with blue, purple and crimson;

some were of wrought gold, others adorned and decorated with superb

tassels and fringes. In a word, though the principal honor of the

apron may consist in innocence of conduct and purity of heart, yet it

constantly appears through all ages to have'been a most exalted badge

of distinction. In primitive times it was rather an ecclesiastical than

a civil decoration, although in some cases the apron was elevated to

great superiority as a national trophy. The royal standard of Persia

was originally an apron in form and dimensions. At this day it is

connected with ecclesiastical honors; for the chief dignitaries of the

Christian church, wherever a legitimate establishment, with the neces

sary degrees of rank and subordination, is formed, are invested with

aprons as a peculiar badge of distinction; which is a collateral proof

of the fact that Masonry was originally incorporated with the various

systems of divine worship used by every people in the ancient world.

Masonry retains the symbol or shadow ; it is suggestive of a spiritual

birthright and alliance of our Institution, while none the less it is a

most sigificant reminder of the importance of those virtues which both

dignity and bless the life.

Thus we are taught in the ritual of the first degree, “that by the

lambskin, the Mason is reminded of that purity of life and rectitude of

conduct which are so essentially necessary to his gaining admission

into the Celestial Lodge above, where the Supreme Architect of the

Universe presides. ”-Masonic Selections.
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fishes and (Series.

' HE Grand Lodge of New York is fortunate in being the pos

' sessor of numerous relics and curios, some of which are of

Jo; great value. Among these are books and manuscripts which

havo no duplicates in this country. One is a three-volume folio work

bound in vellum, printed in Latin with large type, in the year 1604.

This gives a description of King Solomon’s Temple, and has several

finely executed engravings, maps, designs of architecture and pictures

showing the customs of ancient Jews. The work was gotten up for

and dedicated to Philip ll of Spain by a distinguished member of the

Society of Jesus. A “ black letter Bible " of about the same date is

in the library. It is supposed to be a copy of the famous “ Breeches

Bible," but the pages which should have proved this are absent. With

this exception the work is perfect and has many curious charts.

Other curious Bibles are in the collection. An old English work,

giving the history of the Masonic society, or Society of Builders. from

the time of William the Conqueror to the date of publication—about

the beginning of the last century—is a curiosity. It gives the names of

all the Grand Masters for nearly a thousand years. A number of

works published during the exciting times of anti-Masonic crusade are

also in the library. Both sides of the struggle are therein related.

These books were preserved by Masons during that eventful period,

and now, when the principal actors have passed away, become objects

of historic curiosity. Lots of Masonic magazines, works of distin

guished authors and encyclopedias go to make the library one of the

most valuable for reference to be found anywhere in the United States.

The greatest interest. however, centers in the museum of Masonic

curiosities and antiquities.

In this collection can be found the gold trowel used by Benjamin

Franklin while Master of a Lodge in Pennsylvania, preserved by

Franklin Lodge of this State, and presented by that body to the mu

seum. A model of the obelisk made under the direction of the late

Commander Goringe, has been deposited in the museum by Anglo

Saxon Lodge of Brooklyn. to which he was attached asa member.

Three candlesticks used by Ancient Chapter No. 1, Royal Arch Masons,

during the last century, are a curiosity. The jewels and records of

Rainbow Lodge of New York, stolen by British soldiers during the

war of 1812 to 1814, and preserved by a Lodge in Montreal, to which

place they had been taken, is found commemorated here by a Past
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Grand Master's jewel, on which the whole history of the affair is

engraved. Coins and Masonic medals of great antiquity are preserved.

One commemorating the creation of a son of King George III as Grand

Master of Masons in England and America, struck before the revolu

tion, is of great interest to American Masons—Condensed from Ma

sonic Record.

Lane and Eharitg.

From the Holy ground of Horeb‘s mount

The King of Glory spoke—

And for His people, Israel,

A heavenly morning broke—

Revealed by His own hand the path

Of immortality;

The chosen guide—the chastened heart—

A life of purity;

The flame of truth, the beacon of life

That burns but ne‘er destroys;

Illuming over earth’s decay

The land of endless joys.

Before the altar—hallowed with

The light as ’t came from God—

The Mason, from its guidance, finds

The path of Brotherhood;

The level path, pvhereon can meet

The great, low, rich or poor.

And, joining hand and heart, take faith

The storms of life t’ endure—

That in the fervid Southern clime,

0r hardy Northern snows;

Or in the old historic East,

Or West, as the New World grows-—

Where'er a hand’s put forth for help,

An eye, with sorrow’s tear,

A heart responds in sympathy—

A Brother, true, is near.

And here the key to sign and word—

'l‘he secret of our art— ‘

As told and shown in day’s bright gleam,

Or on life‘s busy mart—

The secrets of the Master's hand,

'l‘hat round his footstool shine;

The word of love—Fraternal love-—

And Charity the sign. -— The Keystone.
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Tmentp~$ixth Triennial Sonolaue.

‘EADERS of the Reeosrronr, and Knights Templars generally

in New England, do not need to be told that preparations are

____‘ being made on an elaborate scale for the reception and enter

tainment of the host of visitors expected in Boston, Mass , on the

occasion of the 26th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment to

be held during the last week of the present month. Under the skilful

and energetic direction of the Chairman of the Triennial Committee,

Gen. Samuel C. Lawrence, who is also Grand Commander of the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, all the details of

plans and arrangements are receiving careful consideration, thus ensur

ing a successful and attractive occasion in all the varied features that

characterize aTriennial gathering of the Templar Order. Nor does

Grand Commander Lawrence lack a zealous support. As noted else

where there are numerous Committees at work, each one of which is

assigned a special department of service, all of them quickly responsive

to the head and acting in unison to prom0te the desired results.

That there will be a notable demonstration of the Order cannot be

questioned. It is estimated that 20,000 Knights will march in the

grand parade on Tuesday, August 27th, while spectators coming from

near and far will be numbered by thousands and tens of thousands.

The decorations, music, military evolutions, etc., will form a pageant

of rare attractiveness. Boston will be seen at its best, and its hospl

tality will be generous and gracious. Receptions, excursions to historic

places, festivities, drill exhibitions, and varied entertainments, will be

provided for, the programme of Triennial week being already ample

and attractive in these respects. The brothers and Sir Knights thus

brought together will enjoy a goodly fellowship, making new acquaint

ances and renewing the friendly intercourse of former days. All this

is suggestive of personal gratification and of benefit to the Order which

may be expected to increase its just measure of regard in the public

faVor. '

The session of the Grand Encampment, expected to continue for

four days, will be of importance. While certain questions which have

given interest to former Conclaves will not require attention, other

subjects will be presented, so that animated meetings may be antici

pated. One question to be considered is that of co-existing member

ship as between the Lodge and the Commandery, which will come up

as an appeal case from Missouri. Other appeals will be presented and
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reported upon by the Committee on Jurisprudence, of which Hon. J.

H. Hopkins of Pennsylvania is Chairman. Officers will be elected for

the ensuing three years, and a place of meeting for the Triennial of

1898 will be designated. Pittsburg, Cincinnati and Minneapolis are

seeking for the opportunity to take the part of host to the Grand

Encampment three years from now. Whichever city secures the prize

there can be no doubt as to ample accommodations and abundant

hospitality.

Edwin Jill slates.

l HE portrait shown on an adjoining page is a faithful likeness

' of M.-. w.-. Bro. E. 8. Holmes, Grand Master of Masons in

Massachusetts, who is favorably known to the Masonic Fra

ternity in the jurisdiction over which he presides, and to numerous

brethren in other jurisdictions. It is gratifying to us that we are

permitted to embellish our magazine with the portrait of this active

and influential Craftsman, whose devotion to Freemasonry has been

well attested by services marked alike with ability and zeal. We are

glad that we have the privilege of presenting the likeness of Grand

Master Holmes. albeit the achomyanying biographical sketch is far less

ample than we could wish.

The brother of whom we write was born in North Abington, Mass.,

in the year 1853. He received a good public school education in his

native town and early applied himself to a business career. In the

year 1870 he engaged in the wholesale boot and shoe business, first as

clerk and salesman, and, not many years later, as partner of Mr. E. A.

Parker, the firm name being Parker, Holmes & Co., located at 141

Franklin street, Boston, Mass. It may justly be said of the subject of

this sketch that he sustains a good reputation and has the regard and

confidence of those with whom he has dealings in the way of trade.

He is an intelligent, high-minded citizen, interested in public afl‘airs,

but not a seeker for ollice or political preferment.

The Masonic career of Grand Master Holmes may be summarized

as follows: He was made a Master Mason in 1875, and was soon

advanced along the regular grades of Freemasonry and Masonic Tem

plarism. He is a member of Revere Lodge, Boston, of which body he

was Wor. Master in 1886 and 1887; of St. Andrew’s Chapter; of De

Molay Commandery; and of the regular Scottish Rite organizations.

all in the city 01' Boston. Bro. Holmes was called to the 011109 0!
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Deputy Grand Master in December, 1893; one year later he was

elected to the highest position, that of Grand Master. His attachment

to Freemasonry, his general ability and special aptitude for adminis

trative work, together with his energy and zeal, admirably qualify him

for the successful discharge of the varied duties belonging to the

exalted office he now holds.

Bro. Holmes is an interested and active member of the Order of

Knights 'I‘emplars. He holds the office of Captain General in De

Moiay Commandery, Boston, and is not indifferent to anything that

relates to the welfare of that flourishing organization. He is a member

of the Triennial Committee representing the Grand Commandery of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island in the arrangements now going for

ward for the near approaching Conclave of the Grand Encampment in

Boston. As a member of that Committee, and especially as Chairman

of the Sub-Committee on the “ Souvenir Volume,” he has rendered a

most efficient service.

Grand Master Holmes is deservedly honored and esteemed. His

pleasant home is blessed with wife and children. The maiden name of

his wife was Sarah Francis Pratt. and she was also a native of North

Abington. Mass. We but voice the cordial feelings of hosts of friends

when we wish for our distinguished brother many useful and happy

years.

iii-spewing Masonic git-id.

7' HE Grand Lodge of Wisconsin holds it to be desirable that

’ . each Lodge should reimburse any other Lodge for financial

,_ .___. hpr extended to one of its members, and failing to do this

the Grand Lodge having jurisdiction over the non-paying Lodge should

liquidate the claim. The proposition sent out some months ago by the

Grand Lodge of Wisconsin is as follows:

“ It is the duty of each Lodge to take care of its own members in

distress, wherever they may be. In case of its inability so to do, this

duty devolves upon the Grand Lodge from which it holds its charter.

it being understood that in no case is the Lodge furnishing relief and

asking reimbursement, to go beyond actual necessities, without ex

press authority from the reimbursing body.”

On the face of it the foregoing proposition would seem to merit ap

proval. The statement cannot be controverted that there is some special
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weight in the obligation of a Lodge to its own members. Every Lodge

should feel a responsibility to watch over and care for the brethren

whose names are written in its roll call of present membership. There

is no question as to the specific duty of a Masonic Lodge to look after

its own home circle, and to relieve so far as possible, the wants of

these who belong to the local brotherhood. Having the ability the

Lodge ought to take pride in meeting any proper claim for assistance

rendered to one of its members by another Lodge. A strong and pros

perous Lodge would hardly hesitate. we think, in a'just view of duties

and relations, to reimburse a Lodge for financial help extended under

the conditions named in the Wisconsin proposition.

But there is something more affirmed, which, according to our

thought, necessitates an imperfect interpretation of Masonic charity.

The relief of a worthy, distressed brother is not altogether a matter

devolving upon a Lodge—neither the Lodge where the needy brother

is sojourning nor the Lodge in which he has membership,_bnt the

obligation rests, at least it may so rest in part, on an individual Ma

son. There are cases where the aid should be extended as between

brother and brother, and where no Lodge reimbursement should be

sought. Let us, as Masons, keep in mind the obligations we have

taken to aid our brethren in their need, and not think that all the re

sponsibility can be put on some committee or upon the Lodge.

Then. as between Lodges. it appears somewhat doubtful whether the

action of a Lodge in meeting an appeal from help by a sojourning

brother, ought to be based upon a distinct understanding that it shall

be repaid the outlay, either by the subordinate or the Grand Lodge.

It might delay needed help, if, accepting the Wisconsin proposition,

there must be a correspondence and agreement between Lodges as to

the amount to be expended. Distressed brethren belonging to weak

Lodges, making appeal to a distant Lodge would be likely to receive

but little under such a commercial arrangement.

Lodge membership in the nature of things must count for much;

we would not have it otherwise. Every Lodge should exercise a special

supervision over its own members; wherever they are follow them with

the generous open hand of help ;' but the lines of the local organization

do not fix Masonic character or determine Masonic benevolence. The

universality of Freemasonry implies duties not restricted by jurisdic

tional lines, and it may require the rendering of practical aid to a

suffering brother without thought of being recompensed for the outlay.

There may or there may not be a justifiable claim on the home Lodge

for aid extended to a needy sojourner.
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Symbolism of the Cross.

‘ NIGHTS TEMPLARS wear the symbol of the cross and give

,V "i it prominence on the banners of their Order. It is the one

4 5 l most expressive sign of the fact that the Order of Knights

Templars is avowedly a Christian organization — an Association

“ founded upon the Christian religion and the practice of the Christian

virtues." The import of this symbol should not be lost sight of by the

commonness of its use—the frequency of its display. It is more than

an ornament and graceful token to be wrought upon the badge of a

Templar or otherwise appear on his equipment as a Sir Knight. It is

more than a sign of beauty as shown in its attractiveness on costly

banners carried in the processions of the Order. It has historic and

spiritual significance. Invested with such meaning the upraised sign

of Calvary is the most inspiring emblem that human eyes .may look

upon. In the middle ages this cherished sign of the Christian’s faith

was borne aloft on the banners of the Crusaders, and was traced upon

the garments worn by those heroic Templars, whose chivalrous deeds

afford a constant source of inspiration to the world. To them the sign

of the cross meant self-denial and hardship willingly rendered for love’s

sake and for truth’s sake. It was an incitement to courage and con

stancy—faith and fidelity,—so that when their eyes were fixed upon

this sign, they were made earnest and strong; ready to lead the for

lorn hope, to endure great privations, to march with steady tread to

the battle-field, there to conquer or to die.

That age has passed away. The ancient Templars left no successors

to their lands and greatness, nor yet their enthusiasm and fierce valor;

and only in history or tradition has been preserved the glory of those

heroic days. But to us who adopt the old-time name of Tcmplars, is

there no meaning and no inspiration in that potent sign of the cross

which we have taken as our distinguishing badge? Borne upon our

banner, displayed upon our velvet sash, and graven sword, or worn

upon our breast in jewellcd form, the cross should stimulate us to

moral enterprises and conquests, nobler by far than were those en

deavors of pilgrim warriors for the recovery of Palestine:

“ For man’s life is the Holy Land!

We, Lord, Thy Crusader Baud!

On our shield Thy cross we bear,

By our side Thy sword we wear,

Shield of faith, so stout, so strong!

Sword of truth, so bright, so long!”
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That cross should not be merely an outward sign, made with the

hands and figured to the eye, but its spiritual meaning should be

stamped upon the heart and the life, thus ennobling character and con

secrating the whole being to Christ and His service.

First of all it should be an inspiration of Faith in God. Do we seek

to know how broad and how deep runs the Father’s love for his child~

ren? We may look to .the cross of Calvary, which is both sign and

declaration of the bountiful overflow of the Divine affection—the clear,

outstanding protest against our poor human doubts respecting the love

of God. In such faith is strength, comfort and joy. So also this sign

ought to be a potent means of moving the individual soul to rise out of

low conditions of thought, feeling, and purposes, to grasp spiritual

truths, to cultivate lofty aspirations. to seek and follow the high ideals

of life and duty. The cross, which reminds us of the Crucified One

who exhibits in Himself the ideal of perfect humanity, should con

stantly remind us that the best work and highest wisdom begin with

ideas. We must see in the mind’s vision our Utopias before we start

to build our stone and lime cities. l

“ It takes a soul to move a body!

It takes the ideal to blow an inch inside the dust of the actual.”

If we would have a high standard of living; it we would be reminded

of the grandeur of man’s being as being a child of God and the heir of

immortal glory and blessedncss, let us ponder upon the symbolism of

the Cross until its moral suggestiveness becomes fully apparent.

As Knights 'I‘emplars, suitably impressed with the lessons and sol

emn ceremonies attending our introduction into the Order. we should

ever walk and work under a sense of the moral import of the cross of

Christ. 0 brothers and Sir Knights. suffer the word of exhortation:

Look at that glorified sign until it sends home to your hearts both the

meaning and the measure of that offering once laid upon it. Think of

Him who came not to be ministered unto, but to minister; who stooped

to the humblest and poorest of God's children to give them help; who

was so brave and steadfast in his adherence to duty, as well as most

gentle and tender and loving; who for our sakes endured bitter pains

and sorrows, and became obedient unto death, eventhe death of the

cross. Ponder thus upon the sign and the life, and there shall surely

be born in your souls that self-devotion to duty and that chivalrous

courage which will most graudly equip you for the service and sacrifice

to which the Master bids his every follower. Then shall you live faith—

fully and bravely, giving and doing for others to the full measure of

your ability, mindful that under the law of Christian obligation it is
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blessed to aid their Brethren less favored than themselves. Then shall

lonely and forsaken hearts be lifted into life; poor weary pilgrims

travelling from afar shall be ministered unto; the broken-hearted shall

be comforted ; noble deeds of charity shall be wrought, and thus shall

be rendered unto Christ an acceptable ofiering. for “inasmuch as ye

have done it unto the least of these my Brethren, ye have done it unto

me.”

Thus regarded, the Cross of Calvary shall become all glorious. In

its illumination we shall trace. the story of the record made by our

cherished Order; we shall note the grand lessons it brings out of the

past for our inspiration, and we shall also see that it is a sign and

pledge of the world's redemption from death and sin.

iiith fiaefilurdg,

Mn. GRAND Mas'rsa or THE Gaasn ENCAMPMENT or Karen'rs

Tamra/ms or 'rnr: Uurrnn Srarss.

ON. HUGH McCURDY of Corunna, Mich., the present head

of the Templar Order in this country, has been prominently

. identified with Freemasonry and 'l‘emplary for a long term of

years. His ability and his acquisitions, and not less his great love for

the institution, have been recognized by his brethren, who have fre

quently called him to fill honorable and influential positions. In all

these official places of responsibility he has made proof of his sterling

qualities of manhood and his capacity for administrative services and

wise leadership. At this time, as Grand Master of Templars of the

United States, he fills a place of special prominence, and is naturally

regarded with more than ordinary interest both by Knights Templars

and the public at large. It seems to accord with the fitness of things,

in view of the near approaching Triennial session of the Grand En

campment in Boston, that we should present a brief biographical sketch

of this esteemed citizen and Sir Knight. It is pleasant, also, in con

nection with the furnishing of such a sketch in the Rnrosrroar, that we

are able to present his portrait, which forms the frontispiece of this

number of the magazine, and to call attention to this fine likeness of

Grand Master McCurdy, who is so greatly honored and loved by

Masons and Knights Templars.
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Hon. Hugh McCurdv of Corunna, Mich., at the Triennial Conclave

of the Grand Encampment held in Denver, August, 1892, was elected

to the office of Grand Master, which he now holds. The Sir Knight

thus called to the foremost place in American Templary is a Scotchman,

having been born in Hamilton, Lanrickshire-on-the-Clyde, Scotland,

December 22, 1828. He came to this country when a child, his parents

fixing their home in Michigan, where he has since resided. He was an

earnest, studious youth, who made the most of his educational advan

tages and thus obtained a good equipment for active and useful living.

Young McCurdy selected the legal profession, and he acquired an

excellent reputation as a practicing lawyer. His home is in Corunna,

Mich., and the popular favor with which he is there regarded is attested

bv the fact that his fellow citizens have frequently elected him to offices

of honor and responsibility. He has served as Supervisor nearly a

quarter of a century, as Mayor for three years, Prosecuting Attorney

for four terms, and as State Senator and Judge of the Circuit Court

for several years. In discharging the duties of these various Offices,

as well as in the fulfilment of the obligations of private citizenship, he

has made expression of such qualities of heart and mind as have greatly

endeared him to his neighbors and a host of friends.

He was made a Mason in 1850, a Knight Templar in 1866. He has

held the highest office in the gift of the Grand Lodge, the Grand Chap

ter, and the Grand Commandery of Michigan, and his vigorous intel

lect, his generous heart, his enthusiasm of high and holy sentiment,

have been so expressed in his official action in these and in other

important positions, as to leave no doubt of the fitness of the man for

the place.

At the Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of the United

States in August, 1880, he was elected Grand Senior Warden ; in 1883,

Grand Captain General; in 1886, Grand Generalissimo, and in 1889,

Deputy Grand Master; and his election to the office of Grand Master

followed in 1892.

Grand Master McCurdy is an orator of unsurpassed ability. His

address to members of the Grand Encampment, on the announcement

of his election as Grand Master, was most impressive. We give here

with a sentence or two of the broad, suggestive address, which, as we

listened to it, seemed charged with the potent force of a noble, true

manhood. Near the close of his response he spoke as follows:

" In whatever cause Knight Templarism had its origin, its only reason

for existence to-day is its power to help men. Men are not asking

to-dav how far back into the past does your history extend; but how
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far-reaching is your present every-day life. “That of your own are

you adding to the age in which you live? We cannot atTord to live for

our own gratification, nor for display of cross, plume, sword, star.

By a larger growth in ourselves and a wider influence upon our fellow

men we must emphasize the meaning of our name and the signification

of our symbols. We have our Masonic homes, our altar, our mystic

tié. In our devotion to these shall we forget the world’s home, where

our fellows dwell? Shall not our love for that which we call our own

inspire in us a larger love for the common brotherhood of man, the

altar around which kneel all men in that mystic tie, that one touch of

nature that makes all men kin. While we grow in spirit ourselves to a

larger faith around our common altar, to a larger life in our own

homes, shall we not evidence this growth by doing what we can that

other homes of mankind may likewise, from larger opportunities and

more light, grow in spirit and character?”

The foregoing sentences sufficiently indicate the fact that Grand

Master MeCurdy believes the mission of Freemasonry and of Masonic

Templarism to be that of an exalted usefulness. His words deserve to

he heard and heeded. They emphasize the call to courtesy, kindness,

sympathy, and practical helpfulness, as between Sir Knights and Breth

ren, and in that wider sweep of fellowship where we are called to

remember

“ The one touch of nature which makes the whole world kin."

The members of the Templar Order are to be congratulated on the

fact that M. E. Grand Master McCurdy represents the sentiments and

principles of these flourishing organizations in a manner that thus com

mands attention and wins approval. The Triennial occasion in Boston

this month has the promise of success in all its various features, and

this success in its highest range of results becomes the more assured

under the leadership and administration of such a man as our friend

and brother whose name is placed at the head of this article.

Bao. WM. R. Bowen, Grand Secretary and Grand Recorder of the

Masonic Grand Bodies in Nebraska, is summering with his family at

Great Head, Winthrop, near Boston, where they will remain until after

the Triennial. Bro. Bowen is also Secretary of the Secretaries—the

“ Grand Secretarial Guild ” which will hold a series of meetings in Ma

sonic Temple, Boston, beginning at 9 A. M. Monday, August 26th

inst., to consider forms, methods, etc., as related to the secretarial

labors of Freemasonry. Bro. Bowen is likewise Secretary of the

“ Masonic Veteran Association of the United States ” which will meet

at Masonic Temple, Boston, during the Triennial week.

a
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Templar 13am} es.

- HERE will be worn at the Triennial gatherinng Knights Tem

plars in Boston. during the last week of August, an immense

number of metal badges designed for the occasion. The

designs of these badges intended for the use of Commanderics—Grand

and Subordinate—include various symbols suggestive of the Order,

perhaps a reference to the name and history of the local organization,

and are often wrought- in elaborate forms, which show artistic excel

lence as well as skilful handiwork. Hundreds of these attractive

badges in differing designs will be shown during Conclave week, which

in the aggregate will number tens of thousands of such designating

ornaments.

Messrs. E. L. Logee & Co. of Providence, designers and makers of

the badges manufactured for the Grand Commandery of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island, for the Triennial, have produced several unique

badges, viz. : An official badge which consists of a laurel wreath

prettily chased comprises the upper portion of the bar, with a dragon

in the centre. On the bar is the inscription. “Grand Commandery of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island," and underneath this the words

“ Boston, 1895,” in white enamel. The petulant is attached to the bar

by a couple of rings, and at the head in black enamel is “ 26th Triennial

Conclave." The pendant is circular in form, and the central figure is

a Maltese cross in white enamel and gilt trimming, with a'triplc cross

in purple in relief, with a laurel wreath at the bottom. .

A badge for members of the Triennial Committee is in the form of a

cusk shell resting upon a gilt laurel wreath, and beautifully tinted with

enamel colors. The shells are hand painted. and the delicate colors

are cleverly carried out. In the centre of the shell is a mounted Sir

Knight in gilt carrying a banner. with a Maltese cross executed in red

enamel on the saddle. On the upper portion of the shell is the word

“ Committee,” and underneath this “ Boston,” while between the

mounted Knight and the bottom of the laurel wreath is the date "1895.”

For the ladies, the Committee have arranged a silver belt buckle as a

souvenir, and Mr. Logee has produced it in a very elaborate design.

The buckle will be mounted, ready for wearing. The upper portion

consists of a helmet, with the coat of arms of Massachusetts and Rhode

Island in the centre of the bar in blue enamel. In the middle of the

badge is a raised figure of a mounted Sir Knight in the act of striking

a dragon, set in a background of white enamel. Around the outside
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of the figure is the inscription, “Grand Commandery of Mass. and

R. L,” and the whole is surrounded by red enamel and gold lines,

forming a striking contrast. The outlines of a Maltese cross are

carried out in black enamel at the top and underneath the central

figure, and the words, “ 26th Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp

ment of the U. St,” surrounds the whole.

The souvenir badge authorized by the Trien

nial Committee is of like design with the belt

buckle, and has for an accompaniment, in the

shape of a button or attached ornament for the

coat, a golden pot of beans, with the insignia

“ B ” — 95, land the Grand Encamp

ment sign of the cross.

Among the numerous Comman

dery badges which will be worn and

distributed during Triennial week

those which bear the stamp, respectively, of

St. John’s Commander-y, No. 1, Providence,

and Boston Commandery, Boston, will he

noticeable. The badge of St. John’s Com

mandery is its coat of arms, which is blazoned

as follows: Azure; on an eagle displayed or,

an inescutcheon sable bearing a cross of Malta

urgent; on a chief of the last a cross of the

hospital gules. Crest, an Aguus Dci. Motto,

“Pro (Ieo et patria.” A special badge has

been made for this Triennial occasion, which

comprises all the show features with a bar or

hanger, which will make it a souvenir of the

occasion. This will be the “ exchange badge "

and a handsome one, it being made in gilt and

hard enamel. This badge was manufactured

for the Commandery by Messrs: Irons 8: Rus

sell, jewellers, Providence, R. I. Boston Com

mandery hasaspecial badge consisting of agold

plate, with a silver shield in the centre. on

which is raised the seal of the city. The State

House on Beacon Hill and the shipping in the

harbor are plainly shown, while a black border

around the silver centrepiece sets otf the entire

work to good effect. At the top are the words:

“Boston Commander-y, K. ’1‘.," and just. be

uv. we

TRIEN

ONCL "{1}?
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neath the dates “ 1802 ”-“ 1806.” These are the dates when the

Boston Commandery was organized. and chartered four years later.

Near the lower part of the badge is the inscription, “ 26th Triennial,

Boston, 1895.”

The exchange badge adopted by Boston Commandery for the Con

clave is composed of oxydized silver. From a bar pin, containing the

words, “ Boston Commandery, K. T.,” and dates of its organization

and charter, 1802 and 1806, is suspended a triangle, point downward.

In the centre of the triangle is a view of Boston, from the harbor, in

bold relief. Across the top is the inscription, ‘: 26th Triennial,” and

in the point below is the date 1895.

Sutton Commandery of New Bedford has a curiously shaped badge

representing a whale, on which is the name of the Commandery. The

bar is in black enamel, gold trimmed, and also the top and sides of the

badge. In the centre is a cross and serpent, the latter executed in

gold and the former in white enamel. Directly above this are sun rays

in gold, set in white enamel. The ribbon at the top of the banner is

crown shaped and contains the coat of arms and a Maltese cross in red

and white enamel, with gold lines separating. In the centre is a black

and white crest, and on each are Maltese crosses in red enamel, with

background of white. On the bottom ribbon. which is a delicate shade

of pink, is the inscription, “ Sutton Commandery, K. T., New Bedford,

Mass.

Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery of Fall River has procured a badge

which is very appropriate for the Spindle City. At the lower part of

the scroll-like bar is a spindle with a whirr, above which are the words,

“ Godfrey de Bouillon Commandery.” A ring is attached to the spindle

with a helmet head at the top. The pendant is divided into four quar

ters, one quarter containing Maltese crosses in gold and white enamel;

another cross and skull bones in black and gold ; the lower, three birds

executed in white enamel, surrounded by red with gold outlines, and

the fourth a cross with sword running through from the bottom, the

cross being in red enamel and the sword in gold.

De Molay Commandery of Boston has issued an oxydized badge which

will be preserved for its artistic merit. It is simple, but expresses

a great deal to the Templar mind. The oval pendant comprises the

coat of arms of De Molay. In the centre is a Templar shield, beneath

which is crossed a beauseant and pennant. Above and below are

crosses of Salem. Surmounting the shield is a helmet, and underneath

the legend, “ In hoc signo vinces.”

The badge of Joseph Warren Commandery of Roxhury is worthy
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is oblong, and from it hangs a square pendant, on which is wrought in

bold relief a picture of the birthplace of Joseph Warren. It is an

excellent and enduring reproduction.

William Parkman Commandery of East Boston will make its name

famous. The badge is oxydized silver, composed of pin and oval

pendant. The latter bears a picture of William Parkman, founder of

the Commandery.

Winslow Lewis Commandery of Salem has issued a handsome oxy

dized emblem, distinctive of the witch city. The pendant will be in

shape of a quarter moon, on which will rest a witch with broom in

hand.

Bay State Commandery of Broekton will make the industrial fame

of its city predominant. The pin of the badge will be in the shape of

a man’s shoe. The pendant is oval-shaped and bears a splendid relief

of a mounted Knight in full regalia.

Bethlehem Commandery of Gloucester, Mass., could have no other

emblem than a codlish, of course. This forms the pin of the badge,

and attached to it is a large cross of Malta, bearing a cross and crown

on a circular shield.

Trinity Commandery of Hudson, Mass., has issued a badge which

has been much admired for its simplicity. The pin is a scroll and the

pendant a cross of Malta, bearing a circle enclosing a cross of Salem,

on which is a crown.

Dunlap Commandery of Bath, Me., has a badge which will be in

great demand by the westerners. It is composed of an oval shield, on

the face of which appears a full-rigged ship. The design and work is

so good that every. spar and sail and rope can be picked out.

St‘. John's Commandery of Bangor has one of the most unique em

blems in the lot. Its badge is of dull bronze. The pin is inscribed

with the name and date, and from this is suspended merely a bronze

cone, so true to nature that it looks as if picked up in the pine forests

of the Pine Tree State.

Pilgrim Commandery, No. 19, of Farmington, Me., also has a novel

souvenir, which will perpetuate the name of its State. It has a ribbon

fastened in black and white, the Templar colors. The hanger is of

aluminum in the shape of a Maltese cross. In the centre is a shield on

which is engraved a pilgrim, to typify the name of the body, and a

pine tree with Blue Mountain in the background to typify the State.

These are but samples of the badges of gold and silver ‘which will be

worn by Knights 'I‘emplars in Boston during Conclave week. Besides
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such badges and ornaments authorized by Templar organizations, there

will be independent souvenirs of the occasion. some of which will be

costly and beautiful. Enterprising manufacturers of jewelry will show

a varied collection of spoons, charms, etc , so that no one need to go

empty-handed away from the Triennial of 1895.

Nice-tings of the {Strand Encampment.

 

f" R Tuesday, August 27, 1805, the Twenty-sixth Triennial Con

clave of the Grand Encampment will be called to order in

- J4. . . ‘ Masonic Temple, Boston. It is forty-five years sinceasession

of the Grand Encampment was held in that city. It was the Eleventh

“Convocation ” which convened in Boston September 10, 1850, with

but five Grand Encampments represented in the meeting. Before

this date meetings had been held as follows: New York City,

organization, 1816, and in 1819, 1826 and 1829; Baltimore, 1832;

Washington, D. C., 1835; Boston, 1838; New York, 1841; New

Haven, Conn., 1844; Columbus, Ohio, 1847; and then again in Bos

ton in 1850. The meetings were of interest to a select few, but

attracted no general attention. The Order was small in numbers; and

when its representatives convened at Boston in 1850 it had not recov

ered from the adverse conditions which attended the Anti-Masonic

agitation. But at the expiration of the first half of the nineteenth

century the fortunes of the Order revived, so that at the Eleventh

Triennial, there were many gratifying evidences of renewed life and

prosperity.

Since that period meetings have been held at Lexington, Ky., 1853;

Hartford, Conn., 1856; Chicago, 1859 ; New York City. 1862; Colum

bus, Ohio, 1865; St. Louis. Mo., 1868; Baltimore, 1871; New Or

leans, La., 1874; Cleveland, Ohio, 1877; Chicago, 1880; San Fran

ciseo, )al., 1883; St. Louis, Mo., 1886; Washington, D. C., 1889;

Denver, Colorado, 1892.

Some of these Triennial meetings were notable in various respects.

At Hartford, in 1856. a revision of the Constitution was adopted, the

matter of such a revision having been put in the hands of an able

committee three years previoualy. The word “ General " at this time

was eliminated, leaving the title as now, " The Grand Encampment of

the United States.” Other changes in nomenclature were made,—

Conclave being substituted for Convocation, and Encampment as desig

nating State and Subordinate organizations, giving way to the present

L
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term, Commandery. The gathering in 1868 is memorable as being the

first occasion of any considerable display. This was something of a

pageant, and a parade of considerable attractiveness. This occasioned

criticism; but the spectacular features have increased from that time

until now, and the Triennial parade seems to be an accepted fact.

The parades at Chicago, San Francisco, Washington, and Denver,

included many thousands of Sir Knights and constituted imposing

demonstrations of the Order.

The Twenty-fifth Triennial Conclave at Denver, in_August, 1892,

was held under the most favorable conditions. The weather was fine,

the hospitality ample, the decorations and electric illuminations unique

and beautiful, and the immense host of Templars from all parts of the

country marched in a procession that was regarded with deserved com

mendation by tens of thousands of spectators. The Conclave of 1892

was made notable by the adoption of the present ritual. It‘was

presided over by Sir John P. S. Gobin of Lebanon. l’enn., who was

succeeded by the present Grand Master, Sir Hugh MeCurdy of Corunna,

Michigan.

With all the prestige of former Triennial occasions the Grand En

campment comes to this Twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave, meeting

again in Boston, and being the guest of the oldest Grand Commandery

in the country, Massachusetts and Rhode Island, organized in 1805.

The place of meeting, the preparations made for the occasion, the

assurance of a gathering of twenty thousand Knights or more, the

flourishing condition of the Order, all unite to warrant the prediction

that this twenty-sixth Conclave will be attended with success. and that

its influence will be widely felt in the increased prosperity and useful

ness of the organization.

ONE MATH-1R of importance which will come up for consideration at

the Boston session of the Grand Encampment is that of representation

in the governing body. This subject will claim attention in connection

with a proposition to amend the constitution as proposed by the Grand

Commandery of New York, and to provide for proportionate represen

tation. It. is desired by those who favor the New York amendment,

or some equivalent, to bring about a more equitable arrangement by

giving a larger representation to the jurisdictions which have a numer

ous membership and are large contributors to the maintenance of the

Grand Encampment. The proposed amendment would allow each

Grand Commandery one vote as such, and another vote for each ad

ditional five hundred membership.



600 FREE/11ASONS REPOSITORY.

Questions and énswers.

[Under this head questions pertinent to the subjects treated in the Rnr'ost'ronr will be stated

and briefly answered. It will be understood, of course, that the opinions expressed in the

department only represent the Judgment of the editor on the points submitted. Brethren are

invited to forward inquiries relating to any matter of Masonic practice, or bearing upon the

history and expression of the Instittttlon.~~Ent'ron.]

“Has the Grand Encampment ever passed upon the question of

designating permanent headquarters for itself? Would it not be well

if the business sessions of the Grand Body were held at some fixed

place where such permanent headquarters should be established?”

The Grand Encampment has considered the question indicated by

our correspondent, and at times the proposition has been received with

a considerable measure of favor. In 1877, at the Triennial Conclave

in Cleveland. Ohio, Grand Master Hopkins in his able Report discussed

the proposition and advocated taking such steps as would lead to the

desired result. His words were as follows:

I am impressed with the belief that the establishment of a fixed and

permanent place for holding the business sessions of the Grand Eu

campment. would be a wise and salutary measure. The archives and

property could be more securely kept; the risk of loss by damage by

frequent transmission from place to place would be avoided; there

would be more certainty of having all needed facilities for the transac

tion of business; the legislation would be tnorc calmly considered; the

expenses would probably be lessened; certainly there would be relief

from the burden of entertaining. felt by every city in which we meet

under the migratory rule. It is true such expenditures are self-im

posed, but it is impossible to ignore the fact that they are often bur

densome.

In making this suggestion, I do not forget the generous welcome and

bounteous hospitality which has always greeted us. .Nor do I forget the

stimulating effect- upou Commanderies meeting in fraternal rivalry on

these occasions, nor the interest which is thus awakened in the unini

tiated. and which fills our ranks and gives to our Order whatever of

prosperity and power that may convey. Nor am I prepared to advocate

an entire abandonment of those delightful reunions, the memory of

which makes the past all roseatc, and keeps its fragrance fresh and rich

to the present hour. But these could still be enjoyed. under proper

restrictions and control, at times and places which would not interfere

with the business meetings of the Grand Encampment.

I commend this idea to your serious consideration. indulging the

hope that we may all live to see the Banner of the Cross floating over

a Temple owned and occupied by our Order.

The suggestion of Grand Master Hopkins has been repeated by

others prominent in the direction of Templar affairs, and the Grand
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Encampment has been memorialized by Grand Commanderies to take

action accordingly; but there are difliculties in the way of making such

a “ new departure, so that, however desirable in itself it may be, the

establishment of a permanent headquarters for the Templar Order can

hardly be looked for during the present century.

“ Referring to your recent address at Riverside I notice your allusion

to St. Alban of England, concerning whom I desire to propound this

enquiry: Was he not identified with a Society of Builders—a Frater

nity—out of which came the Masonic organization ?"

There is a tradition of the character stated. Alban is supposed to

have spent a portion of his early life at Rome, where he served under

Diocletian who in many ways advanced his interests. It is not improb

able that he was placed at the head of one of the Roman Guilds and that

when he returned to his own country he established an Association

somewhat after the pattern of the Fraternity with which he had been

connected during his sojourn in Italy. The more fanciful assumption

is that he obtained a charter from Rome under authority of which he

formed the first Grand Masonic Lodge of Britain. It hardly need be

stated that the evidence is entirely wanting to' support such a theory

respecting the antiquity of and origin of Freemasonry. John Ludgate,

in the fifteenth century, prepared an historic sketch of St. Alban, and

his paper has found a safe lodgment in the archives of the British

Museum. From that paper we learn of the career of this wonderful

man—of his extensive travels, of his conversion to Christianity. and of

his return to England where he finally suffered death because of his

bold resistance to the idolatrous practices of his countrymen. He was

beheaded on a hill called Holmehnrst where his body was buried.

When Christianity acquired power in England the burial place of the

noble proto-martyr became a sacred site, so much so, that, in the 8th

century, the spacious Monastery of St. Alban was erected thereon.

Pope Adrian 1V. decreed that the Abbot of St. Albans should have

precedence among all the Abbots of England. The old Monastery at

Holmehurst is in ruins, but the flourishing town of St. Albans is in

some sense a memorial of the valiant hearted man whose soul disdained

idolatry and who sntfercd death because of his fidelity to higher convic

tions. While there is no sufficient warrant for connecting St. Alban

with the establishment of English Freemasonry, it will yet do no harm

to the Fraternity to recall the virtues of this ancient worthy and to

think of him as having organized a society which, not unlikely pos

sessed some characteristics similar to those that belong to the Craft

organizations of the present day.

6
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“ What is the relation of the Hermetic Brotherhood of Egypt to Free

masonry? Please answer, and also furnish information respecting the

Hermetic Art and the Hermetic Rite."

According to one of the legends of the Craft Hermes is represented

as the father of the Masonic system. There is, of course, no sanction

of such a legend, whether it be taken as pointing to the divine Hermes,

called by the Romans Mercury and by the Egyptians Thoth, or as

designating Hermes Trismegistus a celebrated Egyptian philosopher

who flourished in about the year_of the world 2670. To him, the

last named, probably, the legend of the Craft refers. This Hermes is

the reputed founder of the art of alchemy, and of Hermetic rites and

systems supposed to have some correspondence to Masonic teachings,

etc. It is claimed that there is a present organization of the Hermetic

Brothers of Egypt and that they have in their keeping much occult

wisdom. On this point we may quote Kenneth Mackenzie in Notes and

Queries, as follows: “ The Hermetic brotherhood of Egypt is an occult

Fraternity which has endured from very ancient times, having a hier

archy of otlicers, secret signs and passwords, and a peculiar method of

instruction in science, moral philosophy, and religion. The body is

never very numerous, and if we may believe those who at the present

time profess to belong to it, the philosopher’s stone, the elixir of life,

the art of invisibility, and the power of communication directly with

the ultramundanc life, are parts of the inheritance they possess. The

writer has met with only three persons who maintained the actual exist

ence of this body of religious philosophers, and_who hinted that they

themselves were actual members. There was no reason to doubt the

good faith of these individuals, apparently unknown to each other, and

men of moderate competence, blameless lives, austere manners, and

almost ascetic in their habits. They all appeared to be men of forty

to forty-five years of age, and evidently of vast erudition. Their con

versation was simple and unaffected, and their knowledge of language

not to be doubted. They clicerfuliy answered questions, but appeared

not to court inquiries. They never remained long in anyone country,

but passed away without creating notice. or wishing for undue respect

to be paid to them. To their former lives they never referred, and

when speaking of the past, seemed to say whatever they had to say

with an air of authority, and an appearance of an intimate personal

knowledge of all circumstances. They courted no publicity, and, in

any communications with them, uniformly regarded the subjects under

discussion as very familiar things, although to be treated with a species

of reverence not always to be found among occult professors.”
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“ The Lodge of which I am a member has recently agreed upon a set

of rules to govern the transaction of business and to fix the order of

proceedings at Lodge meetings. Are these rules binding. not having

been incorporated in the By-Laws and not having had the sanction of

the Grand Master or the Grand Lodge? Is the Worshipful Master

bound to follow these rules?"

We suppose that the members of a Masonic Lodge may decide upon

rules of procedure in doing work and transacting business. The rules

thus agreed upon would seem to lack governing force unless approved

by the Grand Lodge. Even then they would not constitute an arbi

trary and absolute standard for the order of work and business. A

Masonic Lodge may fix an order of procedure and may obtain the ap

proval of the requisite superior authority to rules thus formulated, and

yet the Master, in the exercise of the prerogatives of his office, may

depart from the course thus marked out whenever he deems it expedi

ent to do so. His authority to govern his Lodge—t0 direct its affairs—

cannot bc taken away; his rank is higher than a merely executive or

presiding oflleer, and he is well nigh absolute in the control he exercises

over the manner of proceeding in the transaction of the business and

doing the Work of the Lodge. Freemasonry is organized on this basis

of the Master's authority.

Edit-atrial flutes.

Bao. W. H. Mare of St. Louis, Mo.. Grand Recorder of the Grand

Commandery of Missouri, favored us with a brief call a few days ago.

Bro. Mayo visited Boston, with Bros. C. S. Glaspell and F. I. Tygard,

to complete the arrangements for Missouri Knights Templars at the

Triennial. The committee were successful in obtaining the larger ac

commodations desired, and in providing for various details to insure

the comfort of the delegation from Missouri which it is expected will

number at least eight hundred persons. Bro. Mayo is Secretary of the

Association of Correspondents—the “ Mutuals "—and in this capacity,

also, is called to render a service in the way of arrangements for a

reunion of that Society.

WE AGREE with the Home Journal that “ Masonic War incidents”

are often made to imply something more than is justified by true Ma

sonry. “ It is not the duty of a, Mason," says our esteemed contem

porary, “ to connive at the escape of a prisoner of war because he
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happens to be a brother Mason. It is his duty to treat a prisoner

with humanity whether he is a Mason or not. If the Masonic obliga

tion causes him to perform a duty which he might otherwise neglect, it

is well. But it ought always to be borne in mind that Freemasonry does

not authorize the neglect of any duty we owe to our country." The

highest tests of Masonic fealty are met by a resolute performance of

the duties which a Craftsman owes to his country, his neighbor, and

his God. There is nothing abrogated in the way of patriotic or re

ligious service.

UNDER the heading “ Truly the Masonic World Moves,” a recent num

ber of the Chicago Law Journal made the following statement: “ The

wife of T. W. Parvin, the daughter of a Past Grand Master, and the

daughter-in-law of Most Worshipful Brother Theodore Sutton Parvin,

of Iowa. Past Grand Master; Past Grand Commander; Past High

Priest, and an active member of the Southern Supreme Council, 33d

and last degree, is a 14th degree Mason, Lodge of Perfection, and was

the Worshipful Master of Martha Washington Lodge of Master Masons

in Mexico.” In an added reference to Mr. Parvin’s Masonic rank

and to the long continued and valuable services of Bro. T. b‘. Parvin

in Freemasonry, the Journal says: “ Probably he never expected to

live to see the day when his son and his son’s wife would meet in the

same Master Mason’s Lodge, and the son’s wife would be the Worship

ful Master." Our venerable friend, we are confident. has been sur

prised at the rapidity with which the Masonic world has sometimes

seemed to advance, especially in certain jurisdictions. such as Mexico,

and in this case, no doubt, his surprise was at least equal to his grati

fication.

lithadc Island and fiic'mitg.

[Under this heading reports of Masonic meetings and various items of local interest will appear

Secretaries and otheroilicers of Masonic bodies, and interested brethren, are invited and urged to

furnish maleriul for [his depnrlmcnl. lteporis, notices, etc., received by the Editor not later than

the 20th of any month will find place in the issue of the month next following, the date of publica

tion being the first of each month.l

It is vacation time with the Lodges and Chapters, and but few of these bodies

will meet again until September. The Cornmanderies, however, are holding

frequent meetings for work and drill, making preparations to visit Boston and

take part in the Triennial parade on August 27th. St. Johns, Calvary, Holy

Sepulchre and other Templar bodies in this section will appear with full ranks

to participate in the great'demonstration of Conclave week. These bodies, as

elsewhere announced, have secured hcadlpiartcrs in Boston, and ladies accom

panying the Sir Knights are assured of a pleasant excursion.
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masonic Ideals.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad fleld; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while of course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Mn

sonie News " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. “'e shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this dcpartrnent.]

NEW ENGLAND.

Corner Stone Laid at South Paris,

Maine.

The Grand Master of Masons in

Maine, Bro. A. B. Farnham, assisted

by officers of the Grand Lodge of

thatjurisdictiou, conducted the usual

Masonic ceremony at the placing of

the corner stone of the Oxford County

Building, South Paris, Maine, on

Tuesday, July 2d, ultimo. The Ma

sonic Token states that the corner

stone was laid in the presence of 2,000

people. Most of the Lodges of the

District were represented, there being

500 Masons in the procession, includ

ing Paris, Oxford, Blazing Star, Pyth

agorean, Mt. Moriah, King lliram,

Bethel, Jefferson, Mt. 'I‘ire‘m, Even

ing Star, Delta, Whitney, Shepherd‘s

River and Granite Lodges. Hon.

James L. Wright delivered an in

structive address. Rev. Martyn Sum

merbcli of Lewiston, Grand Chaplain,

officiated by reading the Scripture

lessons and oileriug prayer. Bro. S.

S. Steal-us was toast master at an ex

cellent banquet which followed the

formal ceremonies. The following

toasts were given and addresses made

in response thereto:

“The Grand Lodge,” responded to

by Augustus B. Faruham, G. M., and

Joseph A. Locke, D. G. M. “Ox~

ford County Representation on the

Supreme Bench," responded to by

Enoch Foster. “ The Oxford County

Bar," response by John P. Swasey.

“ Old Oxford County, May its Future

Glory Equal its Past,“ response by

A. S. Kimball. “The Oxford County

Press," response by George M. At

wood. “Oxford County Officials,"

response by C. F. Whitman. “City

of Bumford Falls,“ response by Geo.

I). Bisbee. .

Important Action Taken by the Tri

ennial Committee of the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island.

A meeting of the Triennial Com

mittee, attended by eighty-five mem

bers, was held at the Parker House,

Boston, on Thursday, July 25th, ul

timo. Grand Commander Samuel C.

Lawrence, Chairman of the Commit

tee, presided. He announced the

action taken by himself, and by the

various sub-committees. since the last

meeting of the general committee.

All the appropriations asked for by

the subcommittees were apprOVed by

the Finance Committee, and, on its

recommendation, the desired appro

priations were made: Chairman Law

rence announced several additional

Committees and also additions to

existing sub-committees. All such

appointments were confirmed by a

unanimous vote. The action of the

Committee on Excursions in engag
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ing the fine steamer Cygnus for ex

cursion use down the harbor and

along the shores of Massachusetts

Bay were approved. Excursions will

be arranged for five days—from Mon

day to Friday inclusive of Triennial

week—two trips being made each day

except on Monday, August 27th, when

only an afternoon excursion will be

made. Tickets will be issued for these

excursions and distrlbuted among vis

iting Knights, the number taken on

each trip being limited to 1,200, al

though the steamer engaged has a

duly authorized carrying capacity of

1,800 outside of the harbor, anti 2,300

within it. By limiting the number to

1,200 a few hours of comfortable rec

reation will be insured to all, and the

nine excursions will afford over 10,000

vlsitors, Knights~ and their ladies, a

due opportunity to view the beauties

of the harbor, and, with favorable

weather, the shores of the Bay. A

band of music will accompany each

excursion, and a collation will be

served. The Committee on parade rc

portcd the arrangements well nigh

complete for the grand parade on the

27th inst. The route of the proces

sion as outlined on another page was

approved. It was voted that a Recep

tion be given by the Grand Comman

dery on Tuesday evening, Aug. 27, at

Hotel Brunswick, complimentary to

the ofiicers of the Grand Encampment

and of the Grand Commanderies, also

to the Councils of all Subordinate

Commanderies and their ladies. It

was also voted to tender a Reception

to M. E. Sir Hugh lilcCurdy, Grand

Master, and his staff of ofllcers, at

Mechanics Building, on Wednesday

evening, August 28th, at which Re

ception all Sir Knights in uniform and

ladies will be welcome. The whole

building has bec'n engaged for this

occasion, and will be decorated with

electric lights, flowers and hunting as

it never was before. The Salem Cadet

Band will furnish music for the occa

sion in the Grand Hall, the Get-mania

Band in Exhibition Hall, and an or

chestra will be in attendance in Cotil

lion Hall for those who wish to dance.

A collation will be served during the

evening. The official banquet will

take place at the Hotel Vendome on

Thursday evening, August 29th. The

hosts in this case will be the Triennial

Committee, and the guests the Grand

Encampment of the United States.

This will be an affair which, of its

kind, will probably have had no equal

in Boston for brilliancy of uniforms

and decorations, not to speak of the

service and the viands, the music and

the addresses. An Exhibition Drill

will take place on the grounds of the

Boston Baseball Association on the

forenoon of Wednesday, from 9 A. M.

to 12 M. The following named or

ganizations anti others will partici~

pate: Detroit Commandery, N0. 1,

Detroit, Mich.; Columbia Comman

dery, No. 2, of Washington, D. t).;~

St. Bernard Commandery, No. 35, of

Chicago, lll.; Apollo Commandery,

No. 4, of Troy, N. Y.; Reed Com

mandery, No. 6, of Dayton, 0.; Tem

plar Drill (Jorps, Minneapolis, Minn,

composed of representatives from

three Colnlnanderics; the “Little

Commandery," from the Masonic Or

phnns‘ Home, Louisville, Ky., com

posed of 30 boys of the average age

of 1-1 years. The Salem Cadet Band

will be in attendance, and admission

will be free, without ticket, to all Sir

Knights in uniform, with their ladies.

This interesting feature of the pro

gramme of entertainment is likely to

attract many thousand spectators.

Other features of interest were dis

cussed by the Committee and referred

to Sub-Committees. The Executive
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Committee was given full power to

act on any matter relating to the ear

rying out of any further arrangements

for the 'i‘riennial week programme.

The meeting of the Committee, thus

briefly reported, was harmonious and

enthusiastic, and confidence was ex

pressed that Boston hospitality would

be gracefully and generously ex

pressed; and, also, that the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts and

Rhode, island would meet all just ex

pectations in the fulfilment of the

duties of host at the twenty-sixth

Triennial Conclave of the Grand En

campment of the United States.

The Boston Parade of Knight: Tem

piars.

R. Em. Sir Samuel C. Lawrence,

Grand Commander of the Grand Com

mandery of Knights'l‘emplars of Mas

sachusetts and Rhode island, and

Chief Marshal of the grand parade of

Knights 'i‘emplars tooeeur in Boston,

Tuesday, August 27, in honor of and

as escort to M. Em. Sir Hugh MeCur

dy. Grand Master, and theollicers and

members of the (lrand Encampment

of Knights 'l‘elnplars of the l'nited

States, has selected the following route

over which the procession will pass:

Commonwealth aVenue from Dart

mouth street to Arlington street;

Arlington street to Boylston street;

Boyiston street to Huntington avenue;

Copley Square; Iluutiugton avenue to

Dartmouth street; Dartmouth street

to Columbus avenue; Columbus ave

nue to Massachusetts avenue; Massa

chusetts avenue to Washington street;

Washington street through Adams

Square, to Hanover street, where the

parade will be dismissed and the mem

bers of the Grand Encampment es

corted to Masonic Temple. Arriving

there the Grand Encampment will

open its Triennial Conclave and con

tinue in session during the tour days—

August 27-30. There can be no doubt

as to the imposing character of the

procession, in which it is expected

upwards of 20,000 Sir Knights will

participate. Past Grand (‘omlnander

Sir Charles C. Fry has been appointed

by Grand Commander Lawrence as

his Chief of Stati‘.

Location of New England Comman

deriee at Boston, Triennial week.

A complete directory of the head

quarters of all visiting Commanderies

is now in preparation am] will soon

be printed. Grand Recorder Roweil

will shortly be able to furnish infor

mation respecting the location whileiu

Boston of all Grand and Subordinate

Commanderies. The following, al

though but a partial list, will have

interest for many readers of -the RE

POSITORY:

MAINE.

Grand Commandery, Hotel Victoria.

Maine No. 1, Gardiner, Quincy

House.

Portland No. 2, Portland,

Victoria.

St. John‘s No. 3, Bangor, Hotel

Santa Monica.

Bradford No. 4, Biddeford, New

Hesperus ilotel.

Dunlap No. 5, Bath, Hotel Plaza.

Lewiston No. 6, Lewiston, Ameri

can House.

Trinity No. 7, Augusta, Quincy

House.

St. Alban No. 8, Portland, Hotel

Brunswick.

(Jiaremont N0. 9, Roekiand, Hotel

Richwood.

Palestine No. 14, Belfast,

Richwood.

De Valois, No. 16, Vinalhaven, 20

West Cedar Street.

Pilgrim No. 19, Farlnington, Con

cord Street.

Hotel

Hotel
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NEW HAMPSHIRE.

Grand CommanderyXoung’s Hotel.

Trinity No. 1, Manchester, Ameri

can House. _

DeWitt Clinton N0. 2, Portsmouth,

Mt. Vernon Street.

Mount Horeb No. 3, Concord,

Dwight Hall and Upton Street.

North Star N0. 4, Lancaster, Re

vere House and Hotel Bowdoin.

St. Paul No. 5, Dover, Wesleyan

Hall. .

Sullivan No. 6, Claremont, Somer

ville.

Hugh de Payens, No. 7, Keene,

Cars.

St George No. 8, Nashua, 533 Co

lumbus Avenue.

St. Gerard N0. 9, Littleton, Revere

House.

Pilgrim No. 10, Laeonia, Revere

House.

VERMONT.

Grand Commandery, 23 Union Park.

Mt. Cavalry No. 1, Middlebury, 122,

124 West Concord Street.

Burlington No. 2 Burlington, 680,

682, 684 'l‘remont Street.

Lafayette No. 3, St. Albans, 23

Union Park.

Vermont No. 4, Windsor, 38 Union

Park.

Palestine No. 5, St. Johnsbury, 6

East Brookline Street.

Killington No. 6, Rutland, 42 West

Newton Street.

Beauseant No. 7, Bratt-leboro, 25, 29,

34, 39 Union Park.

Mt. Zion No. 9, Montpelier, 1664

Washington Street.

Malta N0. 10, Newport, Hotel

Vaughan.

CONNECTICUT.

Grand Commander-y, Hotel Abbotts

ford.

Washington No. 1, Hartford, Hotel

Vendome.

New Haven No. 2, New Haven,

American House.

Colombian No. 4, Norwich, La

salle Seminary.

Hamilton No. 5, Bridgeport, 35, 36,

37 West Newton Street.

Palestine No. 6, New London.

Clark N0. 7, Waterbury, 29, 33

Holyoke Street, Cambridge.

Cyrene No. 8, Middletown, 39, 56,

60, 65 West Newton Street.

St. Elmo No. 9, Mel-idea, 17 Blag

den Street.

St Elmo No. 9, Meriden, 62, (i4, 66,

81 West Rutland Square

Crusader No. 10, Danbury, individ

ually.

araasacnnsa'r'rs AND RHODE ISLAND.

Grand Commandery, Hotel Bruns

wick.

St. Johns No. 1, Providence, R. I.,

corner Tremont and Boylston Streets

Boston No.2, Boston Horticultural

Hall.

Newburyport No. 3, Newburyport,

98 Sudhury Street,

Washington No. 4, Newport, R. 1.,

88, 92, 94, 100 West Newton Street.

Worcester County No. 5, Worcester,

Minot Hall.

Springfield No. 6, Springfield, Minot

Hall.

DcMolay No. 7, Boston, Berkeley

Hall.

Holy Sepulehre No. 8, Pawtucket,

694 Washington Street.

Pilgrim N0. 9, Lowell, Masonic Tem

ple, Lowell.

Palestine No. 10, Chelsea, Winslow’s

Rink, Clarendon Street.

Milford N0. 11, Milford, 115, 117

Berkeley Street.

St. Bernard N0. 12, Boston, Masonic

Temple.

Calvary No. 13, Providence, R. 1.,

American House, Boston.

Havel-hill No 14,190 South Street,

Boston, and Haverhill.
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Old Colony No. 15, Abington.

Sutton No. It}, New Bedford.

Bethany N0. 17, Lawrence, Masonic

llall, Lawrence.

“'inslow Lewis No. 18, Salem,

Masonic Hall, Cadet Armory, Salem.

Jerusalem No. 19, Fitchbnrg, 540

Massachusetts Avenue.

Hugh Dc Payens No. 20, Melrose, 7

Park Square.

St. Omer No. 21, South Boston,

Tent, Dean's Field, City Point.

Berkshire No. 22, Pittsfield, 5, ’7, 13,

18 Ashburton Place.

Berkshire No. 22, Pittsfield, 20 Bul

finch Street.

Berkshire No. 22, Pittsfield, 48, 50

Bowdoin Street.

Connecticut Valley No. 23, Green

field, 20, 22 Union Park,

Woonsocket No. 24,Woonsoeket, RI.

Godfrey De Bouillon No. 25, Fall

River, Tremont Hall, 176 Tremont

Street.

Joseph Warren No. 26, Roxbury,

corner Washington and Vernon Streets.

Narragansett No. 27, Westerly, R.

1., Hotel Plaza

William Parkman No. 28, East Bos

ton, Masonic Hull, East Boston.

Bristol No. 29, North Attleboro, 3,

17, 19, 21, 22 Claremont Park.

Northampton No. 30, Northampton.

South Shore No. 31, East Wey

mouth.

Trinity No. 32, Hudson, American

House.

Natick No. 33, Natick.

Coeur De Lion No. 34, Charlestown,

Masonic llall, Charlestown.

Gethsemane No. 35, Newtonville,

694 Washington Street.

()livet N0. 36, Lynn, 877 Boylston

Street.

Athol No. 37, Athol, 23 Irvington

Street.

Bay State No.38, Brockton, corner

Kneeland and Washington Streets.

Cyprus No. 39, Hyde Park, Puritan

Club Booms .

St. Paul No. 40, North Adams, 28, 30

St. James Avenue.

Beauseant No. 41, Malden, Ilanover

Street, corner Washington Street.

Cambridge No. 42, Cambridge, 178

Tremont Street; Masonic Hall, (Jam

bridge.

Bethlehem No. 43, Gloucester; at

Asylum, Gloucester.

St. George No. 44, Beverly.

Orange No. 45, Orange, 349, 351, 353

Columbus Avenue.

THE MIDDLE STATES.

A New Lodge Constituted at

Pittsburg, Pa.

On Wednesday, July 10th ultimo,

Joppa Lodge, No. 608, was consti

tuted at Pittsburg, by Grand Master

Mathias II. Henderson, assisted by

ottlcers of the Grand Lodge, included

among whom were Bro. Michael Nis

bet, Grand Secretary, and Bro. James

W. Bowen, acting Grand Master.

There were present representatives of

thirty-one Lodges of Pennsylvania,

two of New York, and two of Ohio.

The ceremony of constitution was

specially impressive. The ofiieers 0!

the new Lodge were then installed,

viz: Bro. William L. Wiley, Worship

ful Master; Bro. John 1). Mars, Senior

Warden; Bro. Harry M. Thompson,

Junior Warden; Bro. Caleb MeCune,

Treasurer, and Bro. John H. Glaser,

Secretary. The Lodge commences

its existence under favorable circum

stances, and with thirty-four charter

members. Its meetings will be held

at IIazelwood, Pittsburgh. In this

connection we may add the gratifying

statement that Freemasonry and Tem

plary were never more. prominent and

flourishing in Pittsburgh than at the

present time. -

7
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Annual Conclave of the Grand Com

mandery of Colotado.

The Grand Commander-y convened

in Masonic Temple, Denver, on June

4, 1895, Grand Commander William

D. Todd, presiding. Every Grand

Officer was in his station, and there

were present the representatives from

twenty-two of the twenty-four char

tered Cominandcries in the jurisdic

tion. The proceedings were for the

most part of a local character. Action

was taken approving the. Preamble

and Resolutions adopted by the Grand

Commandory of Alabama, in lfitll, re

specting the “unseemly use of the

cross" on 'l‘ricuniul occasions. Ar

rangements were reported for the rep

resentation of the Grand Command

cry in the 'l‘ricuniul Conclave at Bos

ton, and the Grand Coinnmndcry of

Wyoming was invited to join Colo

rado in the. proposed trip. All the

surplus funds of the Grand Command

ery were made available for use of

the financial committee. Sir Wiliam

W. Rowan, of Ouray, was elected

Grand Commander, Sir Ed. C. Par

melee, of Denver, Grand Recorder,

and Sir llarpor M. Orahood. of Den

ver, Correspondent.

Bergen Chapter, No. 40, Constituted

at Hackensack, N. 1., june 18,

1895.

The Royal Cruftsnuin, published at

Somerville, N. J., devotes several col

umns to an account of the constitut

ing of Bergen Chapter, No. 40, the

event being one of much importance

to Capitular Freemasonry in that. sec.

tion. We. condense from the ample

report made by an esteemed contem

porary the following notice. A large

and representative gathering of Ma

sons was convened to witness the

ceremony. The Grand High Priest

of the jurisdiction, Companion Joseph

E. Fulper, presided during the ser

vice of the constitution. Companion

Henry G. Wagoner, Deputy Grand

lligh Priest, with others of the Grand

Officers, assisted in the impressive

service. After the constituting ser

vice came that of installation. The

following named Companions were

installed as officers of the new Chap

ter: Frederick W. Cane, lligh Priest;

Nelson llnas, King; Geo. W. Wheeler,

Scribe; A. L. Vaudewuter, Treas

urcr;. Edgar Waite, Secretary; A. R.

Beattiy, (‘aptain of Host; P. C. llop

pcl', Principal Soiourucr; Richard

Kirby, Royal Arch Captain", 1.. ll.

Olmstcad, Grand Master 3d Veil; W.

O. Labagb, Grand Master 2d Veil;

Edwin Goodall, Grand Master 1st

Veil; J. R. Richards, t')rg:inist; Jos.

Vrecluud. Tyler. After the formal

services at the. Hall the brethren re

paired to the Morton House and en

joyed a line banquet followed by

addresses instructive and entertain

ing. Past G rand lligli Priest Charles

Belcher and others were among the

speakers The. prospects are very

bright for the new Chapter which

already includes in its membership

men of influence and Masunic zeal.

THE WEST.

Annual Conclave of the Grand Con;

mandery of Minnesota.

At the 30th Annual Conclave of the

Grand Commandery of Minnesota,

held at. St. Cloud, June 24, the follow

ing Grand Olilcers were installed:

H. E. Whitney, Faribault, G. Com

mander; John H. Randall, Minne

apolis, D. G. (1.; Benj. F. Farmer,

Spring Valley, G. Geno.; 0. C. Chase,

Fergus Falls, G. C. G.; George H.

Davis, Mankato, G. Prelate; E. H.

Milham, St. Paul, G. S. W.; John C.
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THE SOUTH.

The “ Little Commandery" of Louis

ville, Ky., will fisit Boston on the

occasion of the Triennial Conclave.

It is pleasant to announce that the

Masonic Home Drill Corps,'or “Little

Commandery,” is to visit Boston, hav

ing accepted an invitation from Boston

Commandery to make the trip and be

come the guests of that organization.

It will be a delightful “outing” for

the boys of the Home, who will make

the journey and appear in parade

under the command of their accom

plished drill-master, Captain H. B.

Grant. The Home Journal says:

“Just before the Drill Corps leaves

home, a Kentucky State flag will be

presented to them by Paducah Com

mandery, No. 11, and the national

colors by Ashland Comniandery, No.

28. Both flags are of silk and quite

handsome. The Drill Corps has adopt

ed a ‘yell‘ and a ‘tiger,’ which will be

given by “three limos three.‘ ”

Maysville Commandery, Maysville,

Ky.

This Commandcry, which has been

represented by a large delegation at

every Triennial since 1877, will appear

in full ranks at Boston on the 27th

inst. The Commandery, in 1892,

shortly after the Denver Conclave,

organized a “Boston Club,” including

upwards of fifty members, who sub

scribed a purse of upwards of five

thousand dollars to provide for con

tingencies. The “Club” has secured

forty rooms on the second floor of

' Hotel Brunswick, Boston, where ample

accommmlations have been secured for

the five days’ sojourn at the “ Hub."

Maysvillc (‘ommandcry will escort its

greatly cstm-nu-rl and highly honored

member, ll. E. Deputy Grand Master

W'arrcn La Rue Thomas, the second

officer in the Grand Encampment of

the United States.

CANADA.—ONTARIO.

Annual Communication of Grand

Lodge of Canada.

The forticth A nnual Communication

of theabove named Grand Body was

held in Toronto on Wednesday and

Thursday, July 17th and 18th ultimo.

The attendance was large, represent

ing some thirteen hundred votes. The

Freemason of Toronto characterizes

the Grand Lodge as an unwieldy body,

and says a reduction of membership is

demanded in order that a dignified and

orderly course of procedure may be

secured. Ouresteemcd contemporary

is quite severe in its strictures of the

Grand Lodge. We. copy the follow

ing very plain criticism: “ The slip

shod manner in which business was

conducted; the cut and dried reports

from the Board; the suppression of

free discussion; the lack of courtesy

in debate; the free and easy manner

of entering and retiring, and the pres

ence of scores of brethren not prop

erly clothed, were all notable features

of the recent meeting.” It likens the

Grand Lodge session to a political

convention, and hints that some of

the methods made use of in the elec

tion of Grand Lodge ofiicers did not

bear the true Masonic stamp. Evi

dently the membership is too large,

and some confusion must result from

so numerous a gathering. We trust,

however, that the condition of affairs

and proceedings were hardly as un

pleasant as they would seem to be

from the Freemason's report. At any

rate the financial afi‘airs of the Grand

Lodge are in excellent shape, and

Grand Treasurer Murray is congratu

lated by our critical contemporary for
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the report he made to Grand Lodge.

The Grand Master, Bro. W. R. White,

who was re-elected, is likewise com

plimented, albeit he was unable to

enforce the desired degree of order in

sessions over which he presided. His

address, which appears in full in the

Freemason, is a well written and sug

gestive paper. Grand Master White

expresses his mind against adopting

political methods in Masonic organi

zations. ile says: “Represelitations

have been made to me that the prac

tice of canvassing for office is becom

ing prevalent in both private Lodges

and Grand Lodges, and having been

convinced, through developments

made in an appeal against the election

of an oiiiccr in acertain private Lodge,

that the most open and unbiushing

canvassing had taken place in that

particular instance, 1 dccm it my duty

to condemn as strongly as possible

any such practice. Friends may speak

well of one whose merit and ability

entitle hiln to be promoted to office in

either private Lodge or Grand Lodge.

But the making of slates, the pledging

of brethren to vote one way or the

other, and all the other wiles and

dodges so well known to the politician

are utterly foreign to the genius and

spirit of Masonry, and should be most

-cmphatically frowned upon and dis

countcnancod by every true Mason.”

These are wholesome words which

have an application outside of the ju

risdiction in which they were spoken.

As already stated, Bro. W. R. White

was re-elected Grand Master. Other

oiiiccrs were elected as follows: J.

M. Gibson, liamilton, Deputy Grand

Master; Bcnj. Allen, Toronto, Grand

Senior Warden; J. D. Rankin, Chat

ham, Grand Junior Warden; Hugh

Murray, iiamiiton, Grand Treasurer;

and J. J. Mason, Hamilton, Grand

Secretary.

CUBA.

Masonic Meetings Prohibited in

Havana.

A correspondent of the New York

Herald, in a. recent letter from Hav

ana, makes the following statement:

“ Gov. Gen. Martinez Campos, acting

on the supposition that the people of

Havana were Secretly in sympathy

with the revolutionists issued a gen

eral order when he first came here

prohibiting private meetings under

severe penalties. Not even the Ma

sons were exempted, but powerfub

influence was brought to bear upon

him in their behalf, and he at length

consented to modify the proclamation

so that it would not ail'oct them. The

Grand Lodge of the island of Cuba,

situated in this city, was overjoyed at

this, and the Masons showed their

gratitude to Campos in many ways.

All this joy, however, was short

lived, for the Governor General issued

anotherorder specifically prohibiting

meetings of Masonic Lodges, and as a

result trouble is likely to ensue."

We have no means of knowing just

what thc feelings of the Masons of

Havana, and other portions of Cuba,

are inrespcct to Spanish rule. Uur

belief is that there Would have been

no plottings at Masonic meetings, and

we are confident that the authoritics

actcd in a way of narrowness and in

expediency when they decided to close

the Craft Lodges. Freemasonry in

Cuba will not be overthrown by per

secution.

ENGLAND.

English Masons in Prominent Civil

Positions.

The London Freomason, July 13th,

makes mention of the members of the

late administration who were con
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nected with the Masonic Fraternity—

and also notes the presence of Free

masons in the new administration. It

says: “Of the former administra

tion there were but three Masons of

Cabinet rank, viz: Bro. Lord Hers

chell, a Past S. G. W. of England,

who was Lord Chancellor, and Bros.

G. J. Shaw-Lefevre and Sir G. O.

'i'revelyan, Bart.., who were President

of the Local Government Board and

Secretary for Scotland. Among those

of lesser rank there were Bro. the

Marquis of Breadalbane, Prov. Grand

Master of East Perthshire, who was

Lord Steward; Bro. Lord Carrington,

P. S. G. W. of England, Past G. M.

of the United Grand Lodge of New

South Wales, and till quite recently

Prov. Grand Master of Buckingham

shire, who was Lord Chamberlain;

and lire. the Earl of (Jork and Orrery,

Master of the Horse. There were also

Bro. Sir F. Lockwood, Q. (‘., her Maj

esty‘s Solicitor General; Bro. Lord

Brassey, a Lord of the’l‘reasury; Bro.

Lord Kcusington, Captain of the Yeo

men of the Guard, who is Prov. G. M.

of the Western Division of South

Wales, and it may be some others.

In the new :ulministration the Craft

is very strongly represented. Among

the nineteen ministers who form Lord

Salisbury‘s Cabinet are included the

following: Bro. Lord Halsbury, a

P. b'. G. W of England, who is Lord

Chaneellor; Bro. the Duke of Devon

shire, Prov. Grand Master of Derby

shire, who is Lord President of the

Council; Bro. Sir M. E. Hicks-Beach,

Bart., Prov. Grand Master of Glouces

tershire, the Chancellor of the Ex

chequer; Bro. Sir M. White Ridley,

Bart., Prov. Grand Master of North

umberland, the Home Secretary; Bro.

Lord George Hamilton, Prov. Grand

Master of Middlesex, Secretary of

State for India; Bro. Lord Ashbourue,

Lord Chancellor-of Ireland; Bro. Lord

Balfour of Burleigh, a P. S. G. W. of

England; Bro. A. Alters-Douglas,

Past J. G. W. of England, First Com

missioner of Works; and Bro. W.

Hugh Long, Past S. G. D. of England,

President of the Board of Agriculture.

Among those of lesser rank are Bro.

the Earl of Lathom, Pro G. M., and

Prov. G. M. West Lam-ashire, who

has succeeded Bro. Lord (Earringtou

as Lord Chamberlain; Bro. Sir John

E. Got-st, Q. 0., Past. J. G. W. of

England. the Vice President of the '

Council; Bro. Sir W. \Valrond, Butt,

Patronage Secretary of the Treasury;

Bro. Lord A. Hill, I’rov. Grand Mas

ter of Down, who is Comptroller of

the Household; and possibly some

others.

Successful Anniversary Festival of

the Royal Masonic Institution for

Boys.

The ninety-swenth Anniversary Fes

tival, held at Brighton on Wednesday

evening. July 3. l895, was successful

in all its features. It was presided

over by Bro. Lord l‘lgertou of 'l‘atton,

Provincial Grand Master of Cheshire,

and was attended by numerous promi

nent members of the Masonic Frater

nity, and also by ladies. Dinner was

served in the spacious Royal Pavilion

at 5 P. M. After the banquet came

toasts and responses in the usual order.

The toast of the evening was,—“ Suc

cess to the Royal Masonic [institution

for Boys." The presiding oiiieer, in

announcing this toast, spoke approv

ingly of the “Masonic Boys‘ School"

and of its benign ministries. He said

it was neVer on a more sound and sat

isfactory footing than now. It was

deserving of a generous support. Evi

dently the brethren were of the same

mind, for the subscription aggregated

£18,800, a sum considerably in excess

of the large amount anticipated. It is

a cause of general rejoicing that Eug

lish Craftsmen give so ready and gen

erous a support to the three great in

stitutions which especially represent

them in the way of organized benefi

ccnce. Especially is it a matter of

congratulation that such grand results

attended this latest Festival at Brigitt

Oll
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Grand Lodge of Rhode Island.

ORGANIZATION FOR THE MASONIC YEAR 1695-96.

ELECTED OFFICERS.

. Edward P. Lowden, No. 10, Pawtucket, Grand Master.

. William H. Crawley, No. 8, Warren. Deputy Grand Master.

. Cyrus M. Van Slyck, No. 27, Providence, Senior Grand Warden.

Milton Livscy. No. 36, Providence, Junior Grand Warden.

Darius B. Davis, No. 4, Providence, Grand Treasurer.

Edwin Baker, No. 21, Providence, Grand Secretary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS.

. Frederick G. Stiles. No. 37, First Dist. D. Grand Master.

.1 Ellery Hudson, No. 16, Phenix. Second Dist. D. Grand Master.

. William [1. Scott, No. 36, Providence, Third Dist. D. Grand Master.

. W. IIoWurtI Walker, No. i0, Pawtucket, Fourth Dist. D. G. Master.

. Ralph W. Cook, No. 13, Woonsocket. Fifth Dist. D. Grand Master.

ev. and W. Henry W. Iiugg, No. 1. Providence, Grand Chaplain.

. William J. Bradford, No. 0, Bristol, Senior Grand Deacon.

James E. Tillinghast, No. 27, Providence, .iunior Grand Deacon. ' '

. Marcus M. Burdick. Providence. Senior Grand Steward.

. lie] man Benz, No. 35, Providence, Junior Grand Steward.

. Charles F. Luther, No. 29. Pawtucket, Grand Marshal.

. George M. Clarke, No. 24. Central Falls. Grand Sword Bearer.

. Thomas A. I’ingree, No. 34, Lonsdale, Grand Pursuivant.

R. W. Albert L. Warner, No. 24, Central Falls, Grand Lecturer.

W. H. C. Maedougall, No. 2!, Providence, Grand Musical Director.

W. John A. Howland, No. 27, Providence, Grand Tyler.

STANDING COMMITTEES.

FINANCE.

W. William R. Greene, W. D. Russell Brown, W. Henry C. Armstrong.

CREDENTIALS.

R. W. Albert II. Cushman, W Stephen M. Greene, W. Chas. F. Dawiey.

FOREIGN coaassrounrmca.

W. Henry W. Rugg, R. W. Henry C. Field, W. Joseph W. Freeman.

LIBRARY.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Scott, W. Walter A. Presbrey.

cma'rxas AND BY-LAWS.

W. Joshua M. Addeman, W. Geo. N. Bliss, It. W. J. Howard Manchester.

oaaan OFFICERS' napoa'rs.

M. W. Edward L. Freeman, P. G. M., M. W. Newton D. Arnold, P. G.

M. W. Geo. H. Kenyon, M.D.. P.G.M., M. W. Stillman White. P. G. M ,

M. W. Elisha I'Ihodes, I’. G. M.

FFPF’F’S ssssss

fififi‘

=FFPw=
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assess:

M.,
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WEBB MONUMENT AND GROUNDS.

R. W. George H. Burnham.

COMMISSIONERS OF TRIALS

W. George E. Webster, W. Benjamin W Case,

W. John E Goldsworthy, W. Horace K. Blanchard,

W. Benjamin M. Bosworlh.

PRINTING.

R. W. Edwin Baker, W. William H. Perry,

W. George H. Bunce.

ASSIGNMENT OF LODGES FOR OFFICIAL VISITA'I‘ION, ETC.

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Providence; Washington Lodge, No. 3, Warren;

Harmony Lodge, No 0, Pawluxet; Union Lodge, No. 10, Pawlueket; St.

Paul's Lodge, No. 14. Newport; Jenks Lodge, No. 24. Central Falls; Adelphoi

Lodge. No. 33, Providence; Unity Lodge, No. 34, Lonsdale ; to constitute the

First Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy

Grand Master Frederick G. Stiles.

Mount Vernon Lodge, No. 4, Providence; Washington Lodge, No. 5; Wick

forrl; Hamilton Lodge, No. 15, Clayville; What Cheer Lodge, No.21, Provi

dence; Ionic Lodge, No. 28. Greene; Roger Williams Lodge, No. 32, Centre

dale: Redwood Lodge, No. 35, Providence; Doric Lodge, No. 38. Auburn ; to

constitute the Sceond Masonic District, and to be under the care of R. W. District

Deputy Grand Master .I. Ellery Hudson.

St. John’s Lodge, No. 1, Newport; King Solomon's Lodge, No. 11. East

Greenwich; Morning Star Lodge, No.13, WOonsocket; Eureka Lodge, No.

22, Portsmouth ; Barney Merry Lodge, No. 29, Pawtueket; Rising Sun Lodge,

No. 30, East Providence; St. Andrew's Lodge, No. 39, Riverside ; to constitute

the Third Masonic District. and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy

Grand Masler William H Scott.

St. Alban's Lodge, No. 6, Bristol; Friendship Lodge. No. '7. Chepaehet;

Warwick Lodge, No. 16, Phenix; Charity Lodge, No. 23, Hope Valley ; Cor

inthian Lodge, No. 27, Providence; Atlantic Lodge, N0. 31, Block Island;

Neslell Lodge, No. 37, Providence; to constitute the Fourth Masonic District,

and to be under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master W. Howard

Walker.

Mount Moriah Lodge, No. 8, Limerock; Manchester Lodge, No. 12, An

thony ; Temple Lodge, No. 28, Greenville; Franklin Lodge, No ‘20, Westerly ;

[lope Lodge, No. 25, Pcaeedale; Granite Lodge, No. 26, Harrisville; Orpheus

Lodge. No. :56, Providence; to constitute the Fifth Masonic District, and to be

under the care of R. W. District Deputy Grand Master Ralph W. Cook.
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g; Word Lines.

I shape my word, and fling it on the gale,

Like bread cast on the waters to return

In after days; or, if the fates be stern,

Tn drift uneehoed till some sniferer pale

May eateh the sound, and hush its bitter wall,

'l‘o welcome the unshrinking hopes that burn

In its full utterance, and it may be, learn

That lives to truth devoted-never fail!

I may not hear an echo of that word

Come from the hollow air that wafts it on,

Or know what deeps of conscious being are stirred

By its vibration where its sound hath gone.

But this I know, by laws the heavens ordain,

No word of earnest faith was ever breathed in vain!

For good or ill the words we speak have wings;

They speed afar, white dove or raven dark,—

One finding prey returns not to the ark,

And one for peace the greening olive brings.

But some are venouied inseets armed with stings,

That strike and fly and leave their hitter mark!

While here the wren, and there the morning lark,

In sume fair bower to some fair listener sings!

Freed from our hand, we cannot call them back,

But in their nest can crush the evil brood!

Storm out the rarening p'rey-birds, gray and black,

And nurse the fledgling swans with generous food.

Profane not, then, the silence of the air

By any word of prey let loose t0 sting and tear!

—(»'m. S. Burlvigh.
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Friends and 1%rnthers.

PART I.

‘9 What kind of grammar is that you speak? Ben’t you

Denny Kirk, 'I‘om Relianee's man?"

“No, sir! I be Mr. Tom Reliance’s man. As for my grammar,

sir, I must have learned it where you learned to call my master 'I‘om.'I

“ And where he learned to call me Free Lance,” said that gentle

man, laughing heartily at the caustic reply of the good-hearted ser

vant, who had grown old in his former master's service and was as

much respected by the good as he was a terror to evil-doors.

“ Master Thomas sent his respects, and was sorry, sir, he could

not come to meet you at the depot. May I remark, sir, business is

business, and that settling up an estate is no easy job ?"

“You assuredly may, and the remark is certainly truthful if not

original, Denny.”

“ Which my name is Dennis, sir, if you please, though I allow my

friends to call me Denny, and I hope, on better acquaintance, you will

be one of ’em.”

“ It shall not be my fault if we are not good fiiends, Denny, and

judging from your physiognomy, you are a staunch and true one.”

“ Judgin’ from what, sir?”

“ Physiognomy--your face, Denny.”

“ Be that gibberish, or Greek, or somethin’ ?"

“ It is Greek, Denny."

Now, a part of the above conversation was carried on while the two

parties concerned were riding along behind a pair of high-stepping

bays, over a pike almost as smooth as a floor, and through a section of

alternate field and forest, the former in a high state of cultivation, the

latter abounding in broad-armed oaks and wide-spreading beech.

“ The estate," said Dennis, in reply to a question, “ stretches from

the railroad over two miles eastward, and three miles north, and no

better land in the country, sir, to say nothing of the elegant house, and

the beautiful garding, sir, and the com— con found it! I mean the glass

flower-house !"

“ The conservatory, Denny."

“ Yes, sir; some more of that Griek lingo, I suppose?”

“ No, Denny, Latin this time."

.5.

l g EN’T you Mr. Freeborn Lance, sir?"
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“ l've no larnin'. sir; but how those heathen tellers could study up

such big words puzzles me.”

Freeborn Lance gave Dennis to understand that the Greeks and

Romans were not Sandwich Islanders or Hottentots, and by the time

they drew up before the elegant and spacious home of Thomas Reli

ance, Esq., Dennis was fully prepared to inscribe Freeborn Lance on

his list of friends, and allow him to call him Denny.

The greeting of the two friends was such as would naturally occur

between those who had been intimate from boyhood, through a college

course, and since Thomas Reliance had, two months before, come into

full possession of this handsome estate, known as Oakdale, by the

death of an uncle who had reared and educated him, and who had

built this elegant home for the reception of his intended bride. Just

one month before the day set for their nuptials, he was hurriedly sent

for to her bedside only to receive her dying love. A lovely woman,

poor, and a sehoolmistress, she left beside a widowed mother to mourn

her loss. To take the widow to the elegant home he had intended for

the daughter was Randolph Reliance's first act, and to contribute to

her comfort and happiness during 'her life his constant care. She

lived to pray for him, and died invoking blessings on him and his

nephew.

Every two weeks. when possible, it had been the habit of Randolph

Reliance to ride over to the country town, and attend the Masonic

Lodge there. His devotion to the Order, his well known philanthropy,

and his acknowledged intelligence, had placed him in the highest office

in the State, holding it for three terms. It was but natural that

Thomas Reliance should follow in his footsteps, and that his friend

and college chum, Freeborn Lance, should also connect himself with

the Order. It was over their dinner that Thomas said :

“The little village of Oakdale, a mile away, has grown ambitious

since the building of the mills there, and have asked me to interest

myself in organizing a Lodge there. We find that we can muster

fifteen members. and there is material there for at least as many more.

I consented, and we are expecting a charter at any moment. Now

that I am owner instead of prospective heir, I shall feel it my duty to

act my part in whatever may promote the welfare of those among

.whom my lot is cast.”

“ And among other means, by marrying. I suppose," said Freeborn

Lance.

“ At twenty-five_your age and mine—there is time enough for that.

I am not conscious of having met my divinity yet, unless—"

\
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“ Well, Tom, I'm listening,” said Lance, as his friend halted,

meditatively.

“ Well, you know my uncle’s intended was a schoolmistress. What

will you think, when I tell you that the nearest ideal of a wife I have

yet met is not only a schoolmistress, but a foundling? I see your look

of curious inquiry. Iwill answer it. I have already informed you

that Oakdale has grown ambitious. The last teacher they had resigned

his place to enter the ministry. The trustees resolved to employ two

teachers, one of each sex, and have been fortunate in securing a gen

tleman by the name of Horace Fleming, of the old Rockaway Fleming

family, of excellent repute, and a Miss Mabel—what? A glorious

creature of eighteen, a strange compound of humility and pride, grace

ful as a fawn, exquisitely beautiful and left, without another name

than Mabel, on the doorstep of the father of the teacher. The father

is dead, the mother lives with her son, he unmarried, and the Flemings

have reared Mabel as their own, giving her their name. I could con

scientiously swear that there is good blood in her veins. She shows it

in every lineament, in every movement. There is pride of character

there, but the knowledge of her obscure birth has given her an air of

grave humility that tempers her natural pride and makes her doubly

charming. You may regard me as extravagant, but wait until you

see her, and I will abide by your verdict—if favorable! Otherwise, I

shall doubt your taste."

“Exactly!” said Lance. “ But I am patient, and can wait. How

did you find out all these particulars?”

“ The Flemings very Wisely make no concealment regarding Mabel.

Besides, she would not consent to be thought what she is not. Horace

Fleming and she are admirable teachers. and very popular. He is an

ardent Mason, and heartin seconds the idea of a Lodge at Oakdale.

He is twenty-eight and is to be married during the holidays.”

“ And are you profoundly impressed with the idea that Mabel would

make you a good wife?"

“ Yes! Or any man, good and true. But it would be terribly em

barrassing to wed a woman under the circumstances. Per contra, as

business men say, she is a pure and noble woman, whatever or who

ever her parents. If one could be sure that they would never rise up

and claim kinship. But that is not the only danger. Any infamous

scoundrel, shrewd and designing, and acquainted with the secret of her

birth, could come with a plausible story as to his having learned, by a

singular accident, that he had a daughter living, and claim the honors

of a father to your or my wife. Such things have occurred and may
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again. And, now, will you deem me quixotic if I have been strongly

tempted to make an efiort to penetrate the secret of Mabel Fleming’s

birth, despite the eighteen years that have transpired? What think

you?"

“ I think it is a pretty serious case with you, and I’ll wait until I see

this paragon before I answer your question.”

“ Well, you will have an opportunity to-morrow evening. The

teacher has invited several members of the school board, of which I

am one, and several of the patrons to a social party, and I’ll be re

sponsible for your welcome."

At this moment Dennis appeared at the open door.

“ Master Thomas,” said he, “ Barnes, the footman, has gone to the

village, and I took the liberty of showing to the parlor a lady who

wishes to see you.”

A lady of perhaps thirty-six to thirty-eight, neatly dressed, quiet in

manner, and with a voice low but clear and musical, addressed the

owner of the house as he bowed to her.

“ I understand you own several houses in the village, two of which

are vacant. Your agent, Mr. Vincent, is absent. I took the liberty

of calling on you. I am a milliner and dressmaker, and wish to rent

and establish myself. I am permitted to refer to Rev. Fergus.”

“ None better, if any were needed, madam,” was Reliance's politely

diplomatic response, and the lady retired, leaving her card bearing the

legend, “ Honoria Vale."

On the evening after, nearly a score of visitors gathered at the home

of the teacher, Horace Fleming. Neatness was personified in the

pleasant cottage, and the viands served, if few, were most skillfully

compounded. Among those present moved Mabel, a very queen—but

aqueen in exile! throneless, crownless, scepterless! Lance had to

acknowledge that her beauty and her charm of manner had not been

exaggerated, while her intelligence was supplemented with rare con

versational powers and these by a voice of incomparable sweetness.

Tom Reliance—let us call him Tom—was delighted to find his best

friend in full accord with him, "- but suppose, Tom, that she has left

her heart in the next county before you met her.” The thought set

Tom all aglow, and he determined to win her if possible, for her own

sake, let her parentage be what it may; and, second, to solve, again,

if possible, the secret of her birth. But had she, perhance, already

bestowed her afl’ections on another? He could not live in doubt. Was

not Horace Fleming her next friend and virtual guardian? And was

not he a brother of the Mystic Tie? He managed to call the teacher



622 FREEMASONS REPOSITORY.

aside during the evening, and plainly stated his hopes. Tom’s social

position, his known wealth, his high sense of honor, his standing in

the Order, all commended him to the teacher, and he did not hesitate

to answer freely. Mabel had had three otfers, two from worthy

suitors, and had mildly but firmly declined them. He knew her to be

heart free. Of her birth he had not the faintest clue. “Call her

Mabel," had been written in a neat hand, and pinned to her clothing,

which was neat but not costly. Tom’s- attention to her that evening

could not be mistaken by her or others. He asked and received per

mission to call on her, and to wait on her to church or concert. He

was already in the lover’s second or third heaven, and looking up to

the seventh. '

“ And so, Free, you really think Mabel a prize worth winning," said

Tom on their way home.

“I do, indeed, Tom. I can best express my mind by saying that

if you were anybody else I should envy you. If, like Topsy, she never

had a father or mother, she is fit to he the wife of the best man living."

“ But she had both," said Tom, “ and I am going to spend time and

money in finding out, but whatever they may be, she shall be mine, if

I can win her."

“ To all of which, my dear Tom, I heartily respond, Amen! And if

I can help you, my brother, call upon me.”

A silent pressure of the hand and a moistening of Tom’s eyes were

his answer.

PART II.

In one of the most costly houses and on one of the largest estates in

the adjoining county, in an apartment that served at once as sitting

room and library, sat a man of apparently forty-five years, handsome

enough, but unshaved and careless in dress, with keen, restless eyes,

and generally nervous manner. The door opened, and Gregory

Vaugn’s man of business entered.

“ Well, Marks, has Jessup returned, and what have you learned ?"

“ Yes, sir, Jessup has returned, and it is certain that parties are at

work investigating the secret of that girl’s birth. Tom Reliance, the

rich landholder, is sweet on her, and a friend of his, one Freeborn

Lance, is in the plot.”

“ That Reliance is as proud as Lucifer, and if we can make him be

lieve that the girl is of low birth he will give up the search.”

In consequence of the above and further consultation, Tom received

the following note through the mail two days later:
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“Dere Sur: No use fore you to fine out that gurls father. I am

him. You mary her, an then He ‘let you no, and you can giv me a

good salry, an He never truble you.

Hun FATHER."

“Evidently a disguised ham ,” said Tom; and so said Free when

they met. .

“ Now," said Free, “ it may be a coincidence, but I met, yesterday.

in the adjoining county town, a young fellow of about twenty years,

who looks near enough like your Mabel to be her twin brother. I

learned that his name was Vaugn, youngest son of one Gregory Vaugn,

who resides four miles away. Ascertain if Mabel knows the family,

or the young man."

“I will call over this evening,” said Tom. “ It may be possible

that there is a clew here that may lead to something." '

When Tom called that evening, the teacher and Mabel stated that

they had not met young Vaugn for several years. he having been

South, but the likeness between him and Mabel had then been a matter

of comment.

“ But," said Mabel, “ when you came, I was waiting for Horace to

get through some writing he was doing to relate a circumstance that

occurred this afternoon. I determined to treat myself to a new hon

net. and one of my scholars in music accompanied me to Miss Yale’s,

the milliner. We had not met before, and the sight of me appeared to

agitate her very strangely. When I had selected a bonnet, and picked

out the trimming, she asked the privilege of kissing me. giving as the

reason that I so much resembled a loved one long since departed. My

heart went out to her, and we clung to each other for some moments.”

“ Another possible clue," said Tom Reliance to Free, when he re

turned home, “and to-morrow morning you go and interview Miss

Vale. ~ You can work more coolly in that direction than I can.”

“ Anything in my power. brother Tom ;” and on the next morning

Miss Vale received a visitor who did not go into ruptures over her

“loves of bonncts," but he did go into ruptures over a young lady he

met there, a Miss Alice Lynhurst, a friend of Miss Vale, who had just

come to learn the art of making her own bonnets.

On making known his errand he mentioned the fact of Mabel's like

ness to young Vaugu, as observed by himself, and at the mention of

that name Honoria Vale turned pale, and it was some time before she

was able to speak.

“ Mr. Lance,” said she, “ I have seen your name and that of your

friend, Mr. Reliance, mentioned in connection with the Masonic Lodge
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just organized. My father was an honored Mason, and my husband

was a Mason. I do not wonder that you look surprised. I am known

here as Miss Honoria Valevmy maiden name. To you and your friend

alone, as Masons, I confide my‘ story. My father, ruined in business,

died poor when I was twelve. My mother had died three years before.

I was cared for by friends until I was seventeen, when, by my own

choice, I went some fifty miles away from my home with a lady who

was there on a visit. and learned with her the millinery trade. When

I was eighteen I met Hugh Vaugu, the elder brother of Gregory Vaugn,

at an evening party. He was traveling,~and had been introdued by an

acquaintance, a Masonic brother. He lingered there three weeks, we

met, he went away, and came again. In four months we were married

privately by a justice of the peace. He rented several handsomely

furnished apartments in a village twenty miles from his home, the lady

owner of the house making me an excellent companion. He came and

remained with me whenever possible, for his father, who had deter

mined on his marriage with a second cousin then only sixteen, was dy

ing by inches, and breathed his last just twelve months after our

marriage, he and Gregory both ignorant of our union. My husband

came, announced his father’s death, and only waited the birth of our

child to take me to his home, and introduce me to his friends. He

started home, to be gone fora single day. I never saw my loving.

devoted husband again. He was thrown from his horse and instantly

killed within a mile from home. A rotten plank in a rustic bridge had

done the cruel work. The terrible news came to me abruptly by a

school-boy who had heard of it. I was delirious for six weeks, during

which my child was born. It was taken in charge by the midwife, and

died the seventh day. My excellent landlady reached the little grave

in time to see it laid away. Immediately after hearing of my husband's

death she wrote to Gregory of his brother's marriage, and of my ’pros

tration. He came, and, as I afterward learned, was all kindness. He

left ample means, and instructions to write whenever there was any

change for worse or better. He told my physician to spare no pains

or expense—that he would at once take means to confirm our marriage.

His home should be my home. I recovered, and he came to see me.

He seemed embarrassed, and finally told me that he had something to

communicate to me, and had committed it to paper. He handed me

an unsealed envelope, and bidding me a mournful good-by, rode away.

I will not linger on the terrible details. The term of the justice of the

peace had expired 9. week before our supposed marriage, and I was

not even a wife under the law. Would I wish, under the circum
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stances, to be introduced to my supposed husband’s friends? he asked.

If so, I was welcome to his home. He inclosed me a thousand dollars,

and would allow me two hundred per annum. It has always come reg

ularly. It is but a tithe of what would have been mine, and I do not

hesitate to accept it."

This narrative had a startling effect on Free, and yet he managed to

conceal it. He thanked the lady for her confidence, and hastened

eagerly to his friend. The fleetcst horses in Tom Reliance’s stables

soon bore Free to the depot, and the next morning he had a certificate

' signed and sworn to by Anthony Purdy that on the third day of June,

18—, he, a fully authorized justice of the peace, had united~in the holy

bonds of matrimony Hugh Vaugn and Honoria Vale, and to this was

attached the seal of the court, and the record of said Purdy's election.

On the next morning, in company with an officer, he called on an aged

midwife and nurse, in a. handsome cottage, and informed her that

friends had determined to take up the remains of the seven-days-old

child that had been buried from her home about nineteen years before.

Free’s keen eye was upon her, and the old woman quailed before it.

“ Woman,” said he sternly, “I shall not prosecute you for your

share in this infamous plot, but how much did Gregory Vaugn pay

you?"

“This cottage and some money—not much.” She was now ready

to make any concession, and her statement under oath that Gregory

Vangn had received the child, a strong, healthy girl, was soon in Free’s

possession. It was but twenty miles away, and -fleet horses bore Free

and the officer to the home of Gregory Vaugn. He listened to the

' evidence presented as if in a stupor, and said feebly:

“ Gentlemen, can not we settle with Mrs. Vaugn without ex

posure ?”

“ No, sir?" thundered Free. “Before God and the world, you must

acknowledge your dead brother's wife and daughter. The law will see

that their rights in the estate are secured."

Gregory Vaugn seemed incapable of resistance. He signed a paper

acknowledging that his brother had been legally married, and that

Mabel Fleming, so-called, was his brother’s child. An hour after the

telegraph bore the news to Tom Reliance, and a few more hours

brought his friend Free. The next morning it was determined that

the latter should go in a carriage and convey the widow to the teacher’s

home before school hours, while Torn should be the bearer of the start

ling, yet joyful news to the Flemings and Mabel.

There are but few such meetings in this wicked world of ours—only

fl
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enough to give us a faint idea of many such meetings in heaven, and

we leave mother and daughter together in their great new-born joy.

And when the winter holidays came, Tom Reliance made Mabel

Vane his own, and sweet Alice Lynhurst, who had “ come to learn to

make her own bonnets,” told her betrothed love, Freeborn Lance, that

she was joint heiress with a married sister to the estate of Hon. Roger

Lynhurst, judge of the supreme court of the state. Mrs. Vaugn came

into her share of her husband's estate, but she cannot give up the cot

tage where she first met and embraced her daughter.—-Br0. S. 0.

Crane in, Masonic Advocate.

Eiffeeuliarities of @Ztmeriean Freemasonrg.

[Iu a recent number of the Scottish Fremmsun we find the following article

respecting certain characteristics of Freemasonry as organized and expressed

in the United States, and accompanying the presentation is a mild criticism of

some of the American features. The readers of the ltrll'ost'ronv will be inter

ested in the contrast drawn and the points of difference noted, although they

are not likely to be converted to the Scottish methods of procedure as being

the bash—Emma]

Human nature is the same in the Mason as in the profane, and we

are all prone to look upon these traits which emphasize individuality in

others as curiosity to be commented on, especially when those traits

are dissimilar from our own. Thus we have read of the curiosities of

Scottish and Irish Masonry, and though we have not seen it stated in

so many words we have no doubt that even our brethren south of the

Tweed have peculiarities of their own also. But all these sink into

insignificance when compared with the monumental peculiarities which

distinguish our American brother, from the legion of which it is diffi

cult to select one to particularise. As a start must be made some

where, however, we will select Jurisprudence to begin with.

The rules of practice in American Masonic jurisprudence difl’er in

every State, and as there are Over forty States, each with a grand lodge

of its own, having laws often dissimilar and sometimes diametrically

opposed to those of the Grand Lodge of the neighboring State, you can

have some idea of the confusion which must exist. True, there is a

standard by which all law is supposed to be judged, the landmarks, to

wit, but they, though theoretically as fixed as the laws of the Medea

and Persians, are, in America, of so nebulous a nature that you are

never sure of them, as what is a landmark in one State is not even al
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lowed to be a law in another, and often a practice adopted as a matter

of expediency this year becomes by next year a custom, and in the

course of half a dozen years has blossomed into a landmark.

In one State a brother may keep a saloon or hotel and be counted :1

very good fellow—may even fill ollice in subordinate or grand lodge;

while in the adjoining State he is ostracised and considered unworthy

of being a member at all; and yet. curious to relate, in none of the

States is the brother disqualified who patronizes the saloon or hotel

bar. As the San Francisco Trestleboard very aptly puts it, “ The man

who stands on one side of the bar is unfit to be a member of a Masonic

Lodge, while the man who stands on the other side is in no way af

fected.”

Politics, creed, race or color are in other countries supposed to cut

no figure when a candidate is being balloted for in the lodge, and yet

the Grand Master of one State recently recommended that no candidate

should be accepted who was not a citizen of the United States, or had

declared his intention to become such. This may be patriotism of a

kind, but we humbly submit that it is very curious Masonry. In the

States of Idaho. Nevada, Utah and Wyoming a Mormon is disqualified

on account of his religion, although his character may be irreproaeh

able; and some of the leading Masonic journals in the States divide

their space between legitimate Masonic matter and a crusade against

Popery. In the Southern States, and some other States as well, a

negro would knock in vain—no matter what his other qualifications

may be, his color would damn him. While in California they would

no sooner think of admitting a Chinaman than an Orange lodge would

of choosing a master from the College of Cardinals.

Another curiosity is found in the doctrine of lodge jurisdiction.

That is, that no aspirant to honors of Masonry can apply for or be ini

tiated in any lodge other than the particular one located nearest his

place of residence.

In this country we would certainly think any rule very peculiar

which would compel a candidate to join a lodge solely on the ground of

geographical aecideuce when be perhaps desired to enter Masonry

through the time-honored portals of the lodges of Kilwinning, Edin

burgh, Glasgow or Melrose, or sought the “ hieroglyphic bright” in

the lodge where Burns himself first saw it.

And even more peculiar, and preposterous also, is the claim made by

American lodges of perpetual jurisdiction over rejected material,

which, translated into plain English, means that a person once apply

ing for admission, and being refused, can never apply to another
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lodge without the consent of the one which rejected him. This is all

the more preposterous from the fact that one black ball only is neces

sary to reject an applicant, so that one personal enemy of the appli

cant in a lodge of even 100 or more members has the power to perma

nently deprive the craft of the services 'of one who might perchance be

an honor and an ornament to it.

Then we have the question of non-affiliates, which in this country

never troubles us, but in America is of burning interest, and is the sub

ject of some peculiar legislation by the State Grand Lodges, some

going the length of refusing to recognize the non-affiliate as entitled to

any Masonic privilege. When alive he is refused the right of visit;

when dead he is refused Masonic burial. Some jurisdictions even ad

vocate that in trouble or sickness he is not a fit recipient of Masonic

charity. From this one would imagine that all facilities would be

given to a brother who had taken his demit from his lodge to join

another and thus became again an affiliate. Such a supposition, how

ever, by no means jumps with the curiosities of American Masonry.

All legislation on the subject seems framed with the view of punishing

non-affiliation rather than encouraging affiliation, For instance, In one

State. that of California, a non-affiliated Mason, when applying for af

filiation, must as an evidence of good faith pay in advance six months'

lodge dues as well as the affiliation fee. If rejected he gets back the

affiliation fee only; the dues are kept to cover the cost of investiga

tion. Sharp as well as peculiar. From all this we see that the sacred

halo which surrounds the Scottish Mason’s mother lodge, and the in

separable tie which binds him to it, are things unknown in American

Masonry.

Regarding the number of degrees embraced in Ancient Masonry,

and coming under the purview of the Craft Grand Lodge, opinion is as

much divided. Some Grand Lodges correctly hold that they can take

no ofiicial notice nor possess any official knowledge of other degrees

than those wrought under the charters which they grant. Others, how

ever, claim not only the right to decide what degrees only can be taken

by a mason within their jurisdiction, but also when two rival bodies

claim such degrees which of the rivals is to be patronized. Such a de

cision caused the erection of a rival Grand Lodge in one of the States

a few years ago.

Of the number of degrees termed Masonic by the American brothers

and receiving more or less of patronage there is no end. What is

termed the American Rite, that is the degrees most universally recog—

nized as Masonic, are E. A., F. C., M. M., given under lodge war
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rant; Mark Master, Past Master, Most Excellent Master, and Royal

Arch, given under chapter warrant; Red Cross Knights, Knights Tem

plar and Knights of Malta, given under encampment warrant; and

Royal and Select Masters, which are sometimes given in chapter and

sometimes under separate warrant. Besides these there are Rites of

thirty-three degrees, of ninety and ninety-six degrees. of Christian Ma

sonry and Mohammedan Masonry; and curious to relate, the candidate

for Mohammedan Masonry-that is, the Ancient Arabic Order of No

bles of the Mystic Shrine—must be a Christian Mason, that is, a

Knight Templar. Then there is Lady Freemasonry, the principal re

presentative of which-“ The Star of the East“_has lately developed

a higher degree, called the “ White Shrine." This amplification of de

grees does not seem to increase the general harmony much, to judge by

the way such epithets as “ liar,” “ Masonic fraud,” “ degree peddler."

etc., are being bandied about. That it should exist at all must be one

of the curiosities of American Masonry.

In Scotland we have always understood that the faithful heart was

the only sure repository for a Mason's secrets, and the craftsman’s

tongue the only method of communicating them. In some of the

States, however, they think it no wrong to have printed rituals, with

eypher keys, while in other States they are so much afraid of going

against the traditions of the craft that a candidate is refused if he

lacks even a finger or a toe, or is blind of an eye, although he be in

every way capable of working for his daily bread, which was the only

bodily qualification required of the ancient craftsman.

Masons all over the world are, more or less. famed for their charity,

and American Masons are as charitable as any. In this country, how

ever, we would deem it very curious charity which relieves a brother’s

distress and sends the account to his lodge for collection. Yet this is

considered regular in some parts of America.

But what strikes the Scottish Mason in America as being most pecul

iar is the mis-use of the WOI't “ Scottish." He will be gravely told by

a brother that he is a Scottish Mason, or he will see a notice of a Scot

tish Rite meeting, only to discover on inquiry that the brother in ques

tion never saw Scotland; and on going to the meeting in joyful antici

pation of meeting with compatriots and talking over “ Auld Lang

Syne,” discover, to his surprise and disappointment, that there is

nothing Scottish about the Scottish Rite meeting, and catches himself

wondering if by some occult working of the law of contraries this may

not be the reason why it is so called.

Yet with all its peculiarities-and they are more than there is time or
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space to enumerate—American Masonry is in a healthy and flourishing

condition, and the brother hailing from a foreign jurisdiction is always

sure of a hearty welcome; and in the esoteric work, as in the lodge

government, the Scottish Mason will be more at home than he would

be in the sister jurisdictions of England or Ireland.

Secret Snnieties and Secret Tribunals.

HOUGH many societies claim to be of earlier origin, the Order

of Knights Templars is the first one of which the date of

foundation is known. They were not, it is true, strictly

speaking, a secret society; but they are as fully entitled to that term

as the Freemasons. the Rosicrucians, the Illuminati, or any other.

They had mysterious rites of initiations, badges and lodges; they were,

in fact, the real source from which Freemasonry sprang. ‘ " ‘

Contemporary with the Templars was the famous Syrian sect of the

Assassins. Their name describes them. The band was founded by

Hassan-ibn-Sabbah, the “Old Man of the Mountain," and consisted

of himself and his dupes. They were a mere band of fanatical mur

derers, without political or religious excuse.

This society is said to have numbered forty thousand men, and En

ropean princes leagucd with them. After the death of Ilassan internal

dissension arose, and finally they were exterminated by the Mongols in

1256. .

In pleasant contrast to the grim realism and fierce barbarity of the

middle ages are the 'l‘roubadours and Minnesingers. most graceful and

poetic of conspirators. That they were heretics and plotters is true;

but they were heretics only to the fierce rancour of the Inquisition;

and they plotted only against the gloomy tyranny of feudal France,

wandering over Europe. preaching the canons of the Joyous Science,

the religion and cult of Love, as mysteriously sweet as their own

‘I‘ Roumaunt of the Rose.” They were in some measure a secret soci

ety, for they had grips and passwords, and they held “_ courts of love"

ostensibly for the settlement. of affairs of gallantry. .But harmless

th0ugh they were, the restless suspicion of Rome was upon them ; they

had sung songs derisive of the Pope above all in the “ langue d’oc,"

“ the language of heretics; " they were in league with the Albigenses.

They perished with their unhappy allies beneath the iron heel of the

father of Simon de Montfort. * * *

The Holy Inquisition was established in 1208 by Pope Innocent III.,
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in Langucdoc, for the suppression of the Albigenses and 'I‘roubadours,

as above stated. From its establishment in Spain five-and-twenty

years later, it rapidly spread all over the continent. It gave the death

blow to the Knights Templar; in 1481 it drove the Jews out of

Spain. ' " *

An attempt was made to re-establish' the Inquisition in 1814, and

many persons were imprisoned; but the time for even the mummery of

persecution was past. The people broke out into revolt, burnt the

prisons and drove away the familiars. In 1820 the Holy Inquisition

was blotted out. ‘ “ * After the Company of Troubadours the

most attractive secret society is certainly that of the Rosicrueians, or

the Society of the Rosy Cross.-Chambers’ Journal.

mastic Shrine.

Ex'rssc'r FROM Tm: Annm-zss or R. E. Sm FRANK W. SUMNER, GRAND

Connmnsn‘or Ksmm's Tamra/ms, or CALIFORNIA, at

'rnr. RECENT GRAND Concasvs.

. HERE is a question which 1 think should be considered at this
i ' time, and which, during the part year, has come to my notice

_ - _ on several occasions. It is the relation of the Nobles of the

'Mystic Shrine to Templar Masonry. Many of the Sir Knights here

assembled belong to this Order, and are familiar with its theory and

its workings, but we must all acknowledge that it is not Templarism.

In Masonry, we are taught to place our faith on the Inspired Word.

In the lower degrees we listen to the sublime lessons from the Old

Testament; and here to-day we have reverently bowed our heads to

the divine words of our Redeemer and Saviour. In all Masonry the

lessons taught are of the highest morality and religion, but in the

Shrine the teachings, it such they can he called. are of a different

character, and its book of authority, the Keran, ineulcates strange

doctrines of morality and wisdom. .

It is to he regretted that the inventors of the Shrine should make a

prerequisite for petitioners to have a membership in the Order of the

Temple or in the 32° of Masonry, as it gives the impression to the out

side world that the Shrine is the highesl degree or Order in Masonry,

and this idea is carried out by Templars printing on their cards the

Shrine as the ranking body. This is especially unfortunate, as the
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Shrine is far removed from any idea, principle or teaching which we

receive beneath the blue vault of the Symbolic Lodge, under the

' shadow of the Royal Arch, within the solemn portals of the Temple,

or in the silent chambers of the Scottish Rite.

I grant that a body of gentlemen may create any Order that they

may desire, but they have no right to engraft such upon Masonry,

and, although created without thought of the future, it was in violation

of the spirit of the Orders of which they were members.

We cannot look with pleasure upon the meeting of the Shrine at

some of our past Conelaves, and it seems to me that some action

should be taken by this Grand Body in the matter. Not that we

should interfere with the right of admission of members, but we may

prohibit the meeting of the shrine in Masonic Halls. This Grand Body

undoubtedly has the right to control the use of Asylums, and to be

assured that all assemblies therein are for a proper purpose.

EEEI-asenie Templarisrn in England.

[The London Fremnusun of recent date contains a timely and suggestive

paper from the pen of Bro. W. J. Ilughan, who presents some interesting

information respecting the [)l‘figl‘CSS‘Of Templary in England. Evidently the

Order has not flourished in Great Britain as here. Some special obstacles

have beset its way. With a changed Constitution Bro. Ilughau predicts for

the organization a larger measure of popular favor. We gladly flud place

for the substance of his paper. EDITOR-1

The publication of the official Calender of “ The Great Priory of the

United Orders of the Temple and Malta in England and Wales for

1895-1896," and the probability that the “Convent General” will

soon cease to exist, appear to me reasons for taking a brief glance at

the Order as respects its connection with the Craft in this country.

When the Knight Templar's Degree was first worked under the

wing of the Craft, it is impossible to decide; but from 1779 we meet

with it in England, and from 1780 at Bristol, in which year, however,

it was not a new creation, but the governing body was then termed

~- The Supreme Grand and Royal Encampment of the Order of Knights

Templars of St. John of Jerusalem, Knights Hospitallers and Knights

of Malta.” &e., the “Charter of Compact" being dated “ At our

Castle in Bristol, 20th day of December, 1780.” It is reproduced as

Appendix D in my “ Origin of the English Rite of Freemasonry,” 1894.

What was known as the Grand Conclave was started at London in
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1791 by Bro. Thomas Dunckerly, who was succeeded as Grand Master

by Lord Ranclit’fe (Bro T. B. Parkyns). Matters were not very pros~

perous for afew years, but in 1805 H. R. H. the Duke of Kent was

elected as the Head, and became " Royal Grand Patron,” being suc

ceeded, on his Royal Highness’s resignation as Grand Master, by

Judge \Valler Rodwell Wright, in 1807. -

The statutes which were agreed to in 1791 were revised in 1809,

those of 1804, including Regulations granted by the Duke of Kent,

being revoked by his Royal Highness’s authority, who also confirmed

Bro. Wright in the ofiice of Grand Master, so that the Duke was active

as Grand Patron, though having ceased to be the actual Ruler of the

Society. The title in 1809 was "The Royal, Exalted, Religious and

Military Order of H. R. D. M. Grand Elected Masonic Knights Tem

plars K. D. S. H. of St. John of Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, &c.”

At this period “ Lodges of Craft Masons_and Chapters of the Royal

Arch,” it was declared by authority of the Royal Grand Patron,

“ pretend by virtue of their respective Charters of Constitution to

admit Knights of the several Orders above mentioned, and to confer

the Degrees of Rosa? Crucis to the said Orders annexed and thereon

dependent; ” and means were taken to prevent such irregularity.

In 1810 there were 36 “Chapters of Knights Templars” on the

roll, including “ Observance of Seven Degrees " (London), “ Redemp

tion" (York), and "Baldwin " (Bristol), without numbers, and de

scribed as of “Time Immemorial." Then 33 are numbered consec

utively, one being of 1790, two each of 1791, 1792, and 1793, and

others of 1794, 1796, 1805 to 1810. The old Encampment at Exeter

is not mentioned. Others are noted as “ discontinued from not being

able to assemble," one being the “ Time Immemorial " at Bath, and

one each in “ First Dragoons,” Salisbury, Hampton Court, &c., some

of which were revived subsequently.

H. R. H. the Duke of Sussex became Grand Master in 1812, and so

continued to his decease in 1843, Colonel Kemeys-Tynte succeeding

his Royal Highness in 1846. A new era for the Knights Templars

began in this year, the working of the Rose Croix and Kadosh was

gradually placed in the hands of the “ Ancient and Accepted Rite,”

which began then to be active, and has been a great power and in

fluence for good ever since, and the Grand Conclave became a flourish

ing Body.

On Colonel Tynte’s decease in 1860, Bro. William Stuart, G. C. T.,

was soon afterwards elected, and was installed in 1861. On his resig

nation in 1872, my lamented friend, the Rev. John Huyshe, M. A.,

3.
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became the acting Grand Master during the interregnum, when the

eventful changes of 1872 were introduced, and H. R. H. the Prince of

‘Vales was installed Grand Master of the Convent General, 7th April,

1873, since composed of the Great Priories of England and Wales,

Ireland and Canada. The Scottish Fraters declined to join the new

organization, and Canada withdrew in 1883.

The Earl of Limerick, G. C. 'I‘., was the first Great Prior of England

and Wales under the new regime, followed by the Earl of Shrewsbury

and Talbot, G. C. T., in 1876, on whose regretted decease the Earl

of Lathom (then Lord Skelmersdalc) became the Great Prior, and

happily still continues.

Full lists of all the ofiicers appointed and elected from 1846 to 1888

were published in 1888, compiled by Bro. William Tinkler, K. C. T.,

as Vice Chancellor, and in the Calendar for 1895-1896 will be found

many interesting particulars of the Order, and particularly the Roll of

Preceptories, arranged in alphabetical order, but bearing a consecutive

enumeration, according to precedence, and containing information as

to where the meetings are held, &0. There are in all [17 perceptories,

five being lettered A to F (excluding E), as of “ Time Immemorial ”

(viz., Nottingham, Hull, Bristol, London and Exeter)’, the remainder

being numbered from 1 (Bath) to 164 (Ceylon), excepting vacancies.

The dates of warrants of these are duly entered. Some sixteen are

returned as being in arrears, but possibly some are only slightly

behind time.

I cannot but think that with a popular Constitution, active and popular

Provincial Priors, and with the same Great Officers as well as the same

courteous Vice Chancellor, quite a revival of interest in the Order

would soon be manifested.

Masoer has made men better. It has led them to aim at a higher

'and purer life. It has made them appreciate a nobler manhood. It

has made them understand better the problem of living. It has taught

them how to die. It has permeated the whole world with its pore

principles. It has raised the fallen and rescued the depraved. It has

clothed the naked and fed the hungry. It has built homes for the

homeless, and asylums for the sick. It has educated the ignorant and

sheltered the fatherlcss. It has helped the church to ameliorate the

condition of unhappy humanity. Its influence has benefited govern

ment, in establishing justice and destroying despotism. Its silent work

has been felt in the very pulsation of a better morality in the commu

nity. Its history is illustrious.-N. Y. Dispatch.
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To Stretch the Liberal wand.

'l‘o stretch the liberal hand,

And pour the stream of gladness

O'er misety's withered strand

To cheer the heart of sadness—

To dry the orpean's tear,

And sooth the heart nigh broken—

'l‘o breathe in sorrow’s ear

Kind words in sadness spoken—

This is the Mason‘s part,

The Mason‘s boundeu duty,

This rears the Mason’s heart

In wisdom, strength and beauty.

To practice virtue's laws

With ferveney and freedom,

And in her nobler cause

Advance where’er she leads 'em—

To curb the headlong course

Of passion‘s fiery opinion,

And bend its stubborn force

'l‘o reason's mild dominion.—

This is the Mason‘s part,

The Mascn's bounden duty,

This rears the Mason’s heart

In wisdom, strength and beauty.

'l‘o shield at brother‘s fame

From envy and detlai-tion,

And prove. that truth‘s own aim

In spirit lite and action—

To trust in God through all

The danger and temptation,

Which to his lot may fall,

In trial and probation—

'l‘his is the Mason‘s part,

The Masrm‘s boundeu duty,

'l‘his rears the Mason‘s heart

In wisdom, strength and beauty.

—Jlusonic Review.

Masosar is historically picturesque in its medieval eneampmcnts

around the rising abbeys and cathedrals; speculatively picturesque with

its face to the East, and its vesture of allegory and symbol, practically

. picturesque in its assemblies on the tessellated, star-centred floor of uni

versal Brotherhood ; and mystically picturesque in its ascending degrees,

and the vision of the building of the Temple of God in mam-Keystone.



636 FREEMASONS REPOSITORY.

mafaz, the Egyptian.

“Truth the mystery men will not see,

Though ever present to their view.”

“Truth is a divine attribute, and the foundation of every virtue. To be

good and true, is the first lesson we are taught in Masonry. On this theme we

contemplate, and by its dictates endeavor to regulate our conduct; hence,

while influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and deceit are unknown among

us, sincerity and plain dealing distinguish us, and the heart and tongue join

in promoting each other’s welfare, and rejoicing in each other’s prosperity."—

Monitor.

In the far land of Egypt, where science first diffused the light of her

majestic truths, lived a youth called Hafaz. Nature had endowed him

with her choicest intellectual gifts, and fortune had been no niggard of

her worldly ones; all that the Magi of the East could teach he had

attained; the mystic lore of the priests of Isis was familiar to him,

for at the early age of eighteen, the coronal of golden beetles. the

highest badge of initiation, bad graced his brow. When fathers wished

for an example for their sons, they pointed out Hafaz; when careful

mothers prayed for a husband for their daughters, their thoughts

glanced equally to the young Egyptian. Yet such is the perversity of

human nature, that Hafaz, although thus gifted and thus esteemed, was

unhappy. His native strength of mind had-enabled him, unassisted,

to penetrate the sophistry and vain falsehood of the dark worship of

his fathers, though not to reach the truths those mysteries originally

concealed ; but which, from the ambition and culpable negligence of the

priesthood, had been lost. In vain be sought the schools of philosophy ;

in vain he conversed with the most renowned sages of his native land.

The philosophy of Egypt. based on false principles, amused him by

its subtleties, but failed to dazzle him him by its splendid errors; and

the conversation of the learned only proved to him the insufficiency of

human knowledge. Wearied with the mental conflict he had so long

sustained, Hafaz left his gorgeous palace and sauntered forth to enjoy

the cool evening breeze upon the banks of the fertilizing Nile. Grad

ually wandering from the city, the salutations of his friends became

less frequent, and at last he stood, as he thought, alone within sight of

the then regal city of Memphis.

“ Yes! " he exclaimed, breaking from the deep reverie in which he

had been plunged. “ I can endure this doubt no longer, I will travel.

Truth must somewhere be found, and if Egypt contains her not, I will

seek her in other lands."
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“And who shall direct thy steps?” demanded a stern voice.

He started, and perceived for the first time an elderly man, in the

garb of a sage, standing beside him ; his countenance was marked with

a sober gravity, which would have made it appear stern, had not an

expression of calmness and content relieved it. His dress was decent,

but plain.

“Thou wonldst find truth ?" exclaimed the unknown; “but why seek

it in other lands?"

“Father,” replied the Egyptian, “truth dwelleth not in Egypt. I

have sought it in her temples, in her schools, in the palaces of the

great, in the retirement of the learned; but in vain. Could wisdom

find it," he continued, with a slight expression of pride, “I had not

been unsuccessful."

The elder regarded him for a few minutes in ilence. "Vain worm,"

he sighed. “what is thy wisdom ?” stooping he reached one of the many

lotus flowers which grew upon the borders of the river. “Canst ex

plain the mystery of this flower? For years thou hast seen them bloom

and fade around thee, yet failed to reach the secret of their being; so

with truth; she dwelleth near thee, breathes in the balmy air, or

thunders in the tempest wild ; everv where she is present, yet thou hast

not perceived her."

“Canst thou guide me to her?" demanded Hafaz, awed by the sol

emnity of the stranger’s manner. “I will reward thee, I am rich.”

The old man laughed scornfully. “Couldst thou command this

globe, and pour its many treasures at my feet, it would not repay me.

Yet on one condition I will be thy guide; but I demand two pledges

confidence and obedience.”

"Try me," replied the youth; “conduct but my steps aright, and I

will be thy slave.”

The Sage, after regarding him for a few minutes with a scrutinizing

glance, answered, “Follow me!” and without waiting to see if his

command was obeyed, directed his steps toward a narrow path, which

led them still further from the proud city of Memphis.

For hours after the sun had set, Hafaz continued to follow his

strange guide, who continued to walk at the same equal pace. Unac

customed to such rapid exercise, the young Egyptian was several times

tempted to call to his companion, but shame restrained him. The

shades of night had fallen ere the elder staid his steps—“’T is well,"

he exclaimed with an encouraging smile, as for the first time he per

ceived that the youth had followed him, “ here will we rest."
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“ Here?" replied Hafas, -‘ in this desert place! had we not better

enter you habitation and demand refreshment?”

“ Thou wouldst demand in vain," replied his guide, “ it is the house

of a churlish shepherd, whose heart and doors are closed against the

traveller.”

“ Shall I not force him?” asked the Egyptian, proudly, “I am

strong, and armed.”

“ Do so, and we part," replied the Sage, “his churlishness will not

justify violence; the cot and food are his; respect the laws of property,

the first principle of civilization.”

“ Thy name?” said Hafaz.

“ Morality,” answered his guide. His pupil pondered and was silent.

After wandering for many days, subjected to the severest poverty,

the travellers arrived at the city of Cairo—“Here,” said his guide,

“ we will tarry.”

“ But how," demanded the youth, “am I to live? I am without

money, and here totally unknown.”

“Thou hast talent,” answered Morality, “go and hire thyself to

some merchant.”

The pride of Hafaz revolted at the idea of servitude, and a scornful

refusal was on his tongue, but a frown from his mysterious companion

restrained its utterance.

“ Pride—pride,” groaned the Sage ; “the gay butterfly scorneth the

honest industry of the ant. Thou must work,” he added slowly, “ or

steal, for I will not support thee in idleness, or remain with thee, if

once thou art tempted to violate the laws of honesty."

The latter threat, fortunately for the youth, prevailed, and be de

parted, although reluctantly, in search of an employer; his talents and

knowledge of many tongues, soon gained him one, and from his indus

try, he gradually rose to a situation of trust and emolument. Morality

became the constant companion of his leisure hours, and his spirit

seemed to overlook his private as well as public conduct. The truth,

the great object for which he had sacrificed so much, appeared as dis

tant as ever from his gaze, and frequently would he remind his stern

and inflexible guide of his promise, whose only reply was, “ Patience—

patience—await thy appointed hour.”

The wife of the aged merchant with whom Hafaz resided, was young

and beautiful; in an evil hour she encountered the Egyptian, and

attracted by the graces of his person, conceived a guilty attachment.

the knowledge of which she speedily conveyed to him. The youth was

not insensible to the magic beauty, or the delight of woman’s love.
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They met, and governed by passion, resolved on flight; for which the

absence of the husband oflered an opportunity. The appointed night

arrived. and the lover appeared at the rendezvous; but, fortunately, on

his way thither, the lessons of his old friend Morality returned to his

recollection--u What am I about to do,” he exclaimed, “rob my

benefactor of his wife, his dearest possession; sacrifice virtue to lust,

and lose my promised reward.” After an internal struggle, the better

principle of his nature prevailed, and he retraced his steps to his lodg

ing in the city. Morality, whom he had not seen for several previous

days, met him with a smile at the door—“ Welcome, my son,” he ex

claimed, “ To subdue our passions, is man’s noblest boast, the hardest

task of our wayward nature; thus hast achieved it—receive thy

reward.” He took him by the hand, and led him to a plain, homely

looking matron, who was evidently prepared, from her extended hand,

to receive him. " Behold her whom thou hast sought—this is Truth.

She will now be thy guide; but although invisible, my spirit shall be

near thee, my precepts never depart from thy heart." Morality dis

appeared from the sight, but not from the recollection of Hafaz.

Truth first broke silence—“ Thou art surprised, my son, at my

homely appearance; on their first approach all men think me plain;

the time shall come when thou wilt esteem me beautiful. To-morrow

we will commence thy journey to thy final resting-place; at present

thou art tired. Sleep well, refresh thy earthly nature at present, more

even than my lessons, to receive which the senses should be unfatigued.”

Agitated and disappointed, Hafaz retired to his couch, and mur

mured ere he sank to rest, “ Can this hard, ungracious and unlover

dame be Truth?”

With the dawn Hafaz once more commenced his travels. The way,

which at first seemed dull, soon became cheared by the conversation of

his companion, who led him gradually from the dark mist of ignorance

in which he had been reared, to the contemplation of his real nature;

taught him to view man as a rational, responsible being, possessed of a

present hope, a future immortality. All that in his science had been

obscure, was now made clear; all that had been involved in doubt was

now explained. As he listened to the lessons of his guide, his respect

and admiration hourly increased, although the unfortunate plainness of

her visage still remained. Truth taught him gradually the real estima

tion of things, and her conversation never palled upon his inquiring

mind. After a journey of several days, they reached the Euphrates,

the mighty river which guarded imperial Babylon ; the stream rolled on

its imperious course, gay gilded barks were floating on its surface,



640 FWEEHASONS ll'EPOSITOR Y.

and the hundred towers of the doomed city were reflected on its pelucid

waters as on a silver 'mirror.

The Egyptian, entranced with the magnificent scene before him,

gazed upon it with wonder and delight. Truth remained unmoved the

while, regarding him with a scrutinizing glance, and at last demand his

thoughts upon the scene before him.

“ They are many,” replied the youth, “ wonder at its beauties,

pleasure while I gaze upon them; but thou, unmoved, canst gaze upon

a scene which admiration scarce finds power to praise.”

“ Suggests it no other thought?” demanded Truth sternly, “ does

not gratitude to the Great Architect, whose word called the gushing

waters into being, mingle with thy pleasure? Thou saycst truly that I

an] unmoved with the scene before me, for I have seen it 0ft; indeed,

’t is long since I beheld it first. You rolling stream was then a valley

fair as Paradise; the foot of man had not profaned it then. Ages

rolled on. I looked again ; the trees were gone, and in their place high

towers were raised. Anon the city vanished, and the teeming earth

sent forth its waters; the valley then became a river wide and deep.

Blood since hath stained its course. I have no joy to look upon it

now."

Hafaz sighed, and turned from the Euphrates, in disgust. “ Do all

thy lessons,” he demanded, “teach men disappointment? ”

“ No," replied Truth, “ but teach men to think justly."

The Egyptian long continued to journey on, attended by his com

panion, who gradually imparted her principles and wisdom to his mind;

his admiration hourly increasing, although her extreme plainness

annoyed him. They reached at length a dark cavern ; his conductress

paused. Hafaz looked into its gloomy recess, and from the worn and

ghastly vestiges of frail humanity, knew it was the grave. Although pre

pared by the lessons he had received, he shuddered as he contemplated

the dreary passage, and demanded if he must attempt that path alone.

“Faith only may accompany thee,” replied his guide. “ Here we

part. Truth is immortal. and cannot die. But on the opposite side of

this abyss thou shalt again behold me, not as now, harsh and unlovely,

but resplendent in youth and eternal beauty.”

-‘ Can Truth then change?” demanded her pupil.

‘- N0,” replied the Goddess, " but man’s earthly nature cannot com

prehend her full perfection. Farewell! on earth truth leads but to the

grave.”

“And hereafter?” demanded the Egyptian, a smile of hope illumin

ating his anxious countenance.
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“To joy,” replied the Spirit, “the heart cannot conceive, the

tongue lacks words to name. Adieu! rest thy appointed time.”

“ Know, mortals, know, ere first ye sprung,

Ere these orbs in ether hung,

I shone amid the heavenly throng;

These eyes beheld creation‘s day,

This voice began the choral lay,

And taught Arehangels their triumphant song.

“ Then, men arose erect in youthful grace,

Heaven‘s hallowed image stamp'd upon his face,

And as he rose, the high behest was given,

That I alone, of all the host of heaven,

Should reign protectrcss of the Godlike youth.

Thus the Almighty spoke—he spoke and call‘d me TRUTH.“

-—Selectell.

2’; Little Learning.

“A little learning is a dangerous thing;

Drink deep, or taste not the l’icrian spring.“

This maxim has so often been quoted that the first line of it has

assumed the recognized form and sanction of a proverb in our language.

But, like many other proverbs. it has been found, in a general applica

tion. to be unworthy of unqualified reception. No doubt, as a universal

rule, a little knowledge, however little it may be, is better than the

total ignorance, just as, to a hungry man, a half of a loaf is betterthan

no bread; yet there are men who, from an undue development of the

organ of self-esteem, are disposed to propound theories and state facts

as though they were masters of the science of which they are only

imperfect pupils. The consequence is that theirtheorics are untenable,

and their statements untrue. Sometimes they meet with men even less

informed than themselves, who mistake the dogmatism of ignorance for

the positiveness of learning, and accept their crude errors as established

truths. To such men undoubtedly a little learning has been a danger

ous thing. If they had no knowledge, they would be modest and

and silent; if they had more, they would be cautious and correct.

To no speculative science does this proverb more frequently apply

than it does to Masonry. This is because much of the’ science of

Masonry is oral and traditional; and hence there is no exact standard

by which the masses can measure the amount of learning that an

I

4
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opinionative man may profess that he possesses. A claim to the pos

session of knowledge, for instance on a ritualistic question. where

memory is supposed (although incorrectly) to be the sole teacher, is

hard to be disapproved, simply because it is a question of memory

only, and none but the man himself can tell how faithful or how

treacherous his memory may be. The simple affirmation, “ I remem

ber,” is incapable of controversy; for the truth or falsehood of the

affirmation lies wholly in one’s own inner consciousness. It may be

doubted, but it cannot be disapproved.

More than once have I heard old Masons say that thirty or forty

years ago such or such was the form of a particular ceremony or phrase

in the ritual. Now, in many of these instances, I was perfectly con

fident that the person making the assertion was incapable from his

intellectual organization as shown in other matters to have any memory

whatever of this conviction, his assertion passed of course only for an

idle word; but there were doubtless others who heard him who were

silenced by his presumption, and adopted his opinion as good authority.

Here a little learning evidently was a dangerous thing. If the man

had had no knowledge whatever of the ritual, not enough to work his

way into a Lodge at labor. his ignorance would have been transparent,

and he would not have presumed to express an opinion. But having

perhaps a little of knowledge on the subject. he dared to become dog~

rustic, and his dogmatism was mistaken for learning.

There is another reason why in Masonry a little learning is sometimes

dangerous. There is a literature in Masonry, but unfortunately it is

not cultivated by the great masses of the Craft. Other professions

have a literature also, but that is always cultivated. 'Those, for

instance, who devote themselves to the professions of medicine or law

commence the pursuit by a diligent study of the text books, and a

subsequent reading of all standard authorities. Then when an empire

or imposter comes among them, professing to be a physician or a law

yer, and advances his own absurd theories, they can readily detect and

expose his ignorance.

But in Masonry imposters, pretending to a knowledge which they do

not possess, meet with no correction until they encounter some scholar

of the Order. The Craft have no crucial test derived from their own

knowledge which they can apply to an ignoramus. Hence, Masonry

has abounded with lecturers and writers of text books and Masonic

jurists, who, with no more learning in any other profession than they

had in Masonry, would hardly have been deemed qualified to take the

lower seat of the youngest class of scholars. In Masonry they take
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their seats on the throne, and promulgate, often in the worst of un

grammatieal English, their opinions, ea: cathedra, as though Solon him

self were but a braying ass compared to them.

Fortunately for the reputation of the Order, this unhappy condition

of things is slowly passing away. The literature. the history, and the

philosophy of Masonry as a speculative science are beginning to he

cultivated in such a way that pretenders will have henceforth to be

more chary in their pretensions. The time is not yet come, but it is

coming, when none will be teachers in Masonry but those who have

first been students. And when that intellectual millenium has arrived,

we shall no longer hear, as we have lately heard, the Chairman of the

Committee on Correspondence of a respectable Grand Lodge declaring

that “there is no such thing as an American system of Masonry.”

What folly! What ignorance! Think only of a naturalist declaring

that there is no such thing as a Linnaean system. or an astronomer that

Newton never had a theory, or Herschel never made a discovery.

But there is a class of Masons to whom a little learning is far from

being dangerous. To the humble and inquiring student who seeks

knowledge that he may be enlightened, that he may know something

more of the Institution into which he has entered than he can derive

from the meager lectures of the Lodge: who would trace the myths

and legends to their true source, and would learn the real interpretation

of the symbols; to such a Mason not arrogant, but humble; not opiu

ionative, but inquiring; a seeker for truth, and for truth only ;--a

little learning is much, because it is a step on the ladder of knowledge,

and the little will in time be followed by more. .

A little learning is dangerous only to the dogmatist who mistakes the

little for much; and who deems, like a foolish merchant. that his small

stock is enough for a very large business—A. G. Muckey in Masonic

Selections.

‘ WE are sometimes led to advise those seeking membership in the frat

ernity to keep out of it because they cannot afford it. A man has no

.right to join any society at the expense of his own or his family’s com

fort. Masonry is not an asylum or school of correction, intended to

reform men; it seeks only to make reformed men better; neither is it

an institution of benevolence, where the man goes to receive certain

monetary benefits or better a crippled condition ; it takes care of its own

when misfortune overtakes them. He should be able to support himself

and family, and lay aside something for a rainy day, before he joins a

Masonic lodge—Australasian Keystone.
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The meal}; Eaten.

I LIKE a man who faces what he must;

With a step triumphant and a heart of cheer,

Who fights the daily battle without fear;

Sees his hopes fail, yet keeps unfalterlng trust

That God is God; that somehow, true and just

His plans work out for mortals; not a tear

ls shed when fortune, which the world holds dear.

Falls from his grasp; better, with love, a crust

Then living in dishonour; envies not,

Nor loses faith in man; but does his best,

Nor even murmurs at his humbler lot,

But with a smile and word of hope, gives Zest

To every toiler; he alone is great,

Who by a life heroic conquers fate.

~Selected.

The Secret Ballot.

- HE secrecy of the ballot is as essential to its perfection as its

unanimity or its independence. If the votes were to be given

'vivn 'voce it is impossible that the improper influences of fear

or interest should not some time be exerted, and timid members he thus

induced to vote contrary to the dictates of their reason and conscience.

Hence, to secure this secrecy and protect the purity of choices, it has

been wisely established as a usage, not only that the vote shall in these

cases be taken by ballot, but that there shall be no subsequent discus

sion of the'subject. Not only has no member a right to inquire how

his fellows voted, but it is wholly out of order for him to explain his

own vote, and the reason of this is evident. If one member has a right

to rise in his place and announce that be deposited a white ball, then'

every member has the same right; and in a Lodge of twenty members,

when an application has been rejected by three black balls, if seventeen

- members state that they did not deposit it, the inference is clear that

the other three Brothers did so, and thus the secrecy of the ballot is at

once destroyed. The rejection having been announced by the Wor.

Master, the Lodge should at once proceed to business, as it is the sacred

duty of the presiding officer peremptorily and at once to check any dis

cussion on the subject. Nothing should be done to impair the inviolate

secrecy of the ballot.-_]l!asonic Journal.
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Temple @huroh to London.

' "fit"? shall never forget our several visits to this remarkable

church, and the historic buildings grouped about it. Often as

A, in“ we recall such occasions the charm with which they are in

vested revives, aud we rejoice in our remembrance of seasons of ined

itation and worship within the walls of the old church, and of

exploration among its adjoining balls, with their numerous relics and

reminders of a distant past.

The site of Temple Church is just apart from busy Fleet street in

the very heart of London. The location is close to “Temple bar,”

which had not been touched by the march of improvement at the time

of our visit nearly twenty years ago. There still stand the ancient

buildings, in many respects worthy of observation and study, but

appealing with a special force of interest to members of the Order of

Knights Templars. The motley collection of buildings, including the

church itself,'is now under the care and keeping of the legal fraternity,

so that the visitor finds not a few of the appartments devoted to the

uses of the lawyers who seem to have usurped the places of the monks

and warriors of the smiddle ages. This has been the condition of

ownership and use since 1608, when the establishment was conferred

upon the “Benches of'the Inner and Middle Temple" by a royal

grant.

Temple Church and the adjoining structures have an age and history

going far back of that date. Seven hundred years ago the Ancient

Order of Knights Templars made claim to this situation for their

headquarters in England. In the fullness of their power and the

plentitude of their resources they erected ori this historic spot a temple

of worship and other ecclesiastical buildings, which might fitly serve

desired uses and also signify the faith and greatness of the powerful

Templars. The most interesting part of the Church, “The Round,”

was dedicated in the year 1185, by Heraclius, patriarch of Jerusalem,

, who was at that. time seeking the aid of Henry the Second, against

Saladiu. This portion of the main structure has undergone but few

changes, and presents substantially the same appearance now as in

those early days, when its stone pavements echoed the footsteps of

the Knights who gazed admiringly upon the lofty arches, the architec

tural embellishments, the suggestive emblems wrought in wood and

stone, such as the pasehal lamb and the cross, moved thereby no doubt

to pious devotion and deeds of noble daring.
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Here came the members of that renowned Order both to worship and

to legislate. Some of them dwelt in the buildings of the Order adjacent

to the Temple, and were subject to the most rigorous, partly ecclesias

tical, partly military, discipline. Even now, the winding stone stair

way and the cell of penance sufficiently attest that offenders were dealt

 

THE “ROUND” IN TEMPLE cannon.

with in no light manner. But the old Temple itself was the one sacred

place where they all gathered to pray and worship-to enact solemn

ceremonies—t0 consider the grave questions that related to the work of
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their Order and take sweet counsel together. Here the novitiate knelt

and made his confessions. Here he kept his lonely night viglls. Here,

after due preparation, he received the blessing of the Church and the

solemn charge of duty—perhaps the consecrated sword that he was to

wield against the Moslem in distant Palestine. Here pilgrims and

Knights were sometimes marshalled to give pious thanks for victories

won, and to wave beneath the arches of their cherished Temple those

silken banners of the Order wrought with such curious devices. Here,

too, were brought and laid away the remains of those who had made

some proof of their piety or valor, and to whom the ancient Templars

gave solemn burial and a fitting resting place. Their efilgies in armor

are the most striking objects as one enters the vestibule. The figures

are life-size, representing a Knight in armor, with crossed legs, the

right hand grasping a sword. It is generally believed that these efligies

do not represent Knights who actually fought for the recovery of the

City of the Great King and the holy sepulchre, but rather associates '

and patrons of the Order, who in some signal way had distinguished

themselves and thus obtained memorials so conspicuous. Be this as it

may, these monumental relics are not without their charm; they call

to mind in a most impressive manner the days of the crusaders, which

gave birth to the Order that built and adorned the Temple Church.

The visitor of to-day, especially the Templar Masons, beholds the efi‘l

gies, “ cross-legged as men moved to the Holy Land against the

Infidels," and straightway the glow and inspiration of the distant past

thrills his soul,_his quickeued thought leaps at a bound over centuries,

and he seems to be living in those stirring times when the Templars

first won their reputation, or were established in its largest glory!

Temple Church, as has been stated. retains unimpaired many of its

ancient features. “ The Round " is there as it was six or seven cen

turies ago. The old architecture has been in the main kept up in the

renewals and repair, and portions of it are of wondrous grace; so,

too, the marvellous beauty of the painted windows has the same charm

to-day that has elicited the admiration of generations. Well is the

structure calculated, therefore, with the recollections that cluster

around it_tli_e associations and memories that attach to it—to move the

feelings of the worshipper within its courts, the antiquarian and the

interested Templar of our time: Looking upon the grim effigies on the

floor; on marble pillars and grooved arches above it that have so long

withstood time’s consuming tooth; on signs and relies that constantly

meet the eye,—it requires no great effort of the imagination to float the

thought backward even to those strange eventful days when the Cru
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'sader went forth with the blessing of the Church to perform his vows, and

the whole earth was shaken as the cross and the crescent came together

beneath the walls of the Holy City! It is an old history, but it will

never lose its interest ; its romance will never grow less. Criticise and

condemn, as we must many of the manifestations of that remarkable

era, it will always rise before our thoughts as an heroic age; we cannot

forget the grand enthusiasm of that awakening; we cannot but note

the chivalric impulse that roused the sluggish energies of Christian

Europe—that sent the pilgrim warrior to the field and called into being

a powerful society something of wh0se character and work, no less

than its name, is perpetuated by so glorified a token as the old Temple

Church in London! Its venerable walls; its marble etfigies; its

sculptured portraits; its monumental relics and historical associations,

move and thrill the pilgrim visitor and worshipper of to-day, as they

speak to him with an eloquent voice from out of the dim past, telling

of the ancient glory and prestige which so grandly illuminc the Illustri

ous Order 0! Knights Templars!

At this time, just when the echoes of the grand celebration in Boston

are dying away on the air, and when attention is being called to the

times of tradition and sentiment which bind the Templars of the

present to the Templars of the past it seems most appropriate that we

should again present the old historic Church to view and call attention

to what it specially signifies and commemorates.

AMONG the notable incidents which marked the recent Conclave of

the Grand Encampment in Boston was the ofllcial recognition of Rev.

Lucius R. Paige. D. D. , a resident of Cambridge, Mass, within the lines

of that august body. He was welcomed in fitting words by M. E. Sir

Knight McCurdy, Grand Master, who presented him to the members

of the Grand Encampment as a worthy Mason and Sir Knight, proba

bly the oldest Worshipl’ul Master of a Lodge and Eminent Commander

of a Commandery now living on the earth. Dr. Paige is in his ninety

fifth year, with bodily and mental faculties well preserved. He was

made a Mason in 1824, and two years later was elected Commander

of Village Encampment in Greenwich, Mass. The venerable brother

and Sir Knight made a graceful and most appropriate response to the

words of the Grand Master. His expressions of Christian trust touched

all hearts.

5
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[Written for FHH‘IDDBOUQ Repository.]

iiltasnnie Symbols: “The gtlhseeing Eye.”

Ps. xxxm 2. 16—21. DEDICATED TO W. J. H. or 'l‘onouar.

Oh Symbol bright of mystic Truth,

'l‘o pristine faith so dear!

Heaven’s best beacon-light to youth!

God,—whispering “ never fear! ”

When in the lodge we feel thy power,

Bright flow'rs seem blooming near,

While odorous as an Eastern bow’r,

Is language. when sincere.

The scrutiny that never ends,

May well our thoughts employ;

The awful sense our breath suspends,

But still gives hope and joy.

Earth’s brighter side such thoughts awake,

As bring us nearer Thee;

While all Life‘s ills disperse or break,

Like rain-clouds on the sea.

The widow‘s tear—the strong man’s cry,

Are register‘d as sure

As deeds of wrong, howe'er we try

To paint them just and pure.

We know the eye omniscient secs

The fate to us so dim;

Heaven‘s broad exp:mse,-—earth‘s deepest sea,

Keep nothing hid from Him.

J. Ransom RILEY.

25 Grey Ron-d, Walton, Liverpool, 23 July, 1895.

Farsuass is discussion is most desirable. If disputants are seeking

for the truth it would seem that they ought to be above twisting an op

ponent’s proposition to make it appear unfavorably, and above taking

any unworthy advantage. Fair minded Masons ought not to indulge

in controversy merely to gain a victory, or to win applause by reason

of their smartness. It is not well to run the risk of wounding the sen

sibilities of a friend by provoking him to a discussion about questions

and issues of slight importance. If there must come the opposition of

earnest speech let the disputants remember that courtesy and fairness

are due the one to the other, and that it is the truth which both are

alike seeking.
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The 1?roper fiesignatinn of the Templar.

Order.

 

 

HERE are two forms in common use. employed to designate

p; ‘FJ. the Templar organization, viz: “ Knights Template," and

l~ ' ‘ “Knights Templar.” The question as to the use of the final “s”

is of no practical importance, and yet considerable interest is aroused by

its discussion, and by references which are madeto literary and Templar

usage as well as the principles of gramatical construction. There are

two sides to the question, each of which has resolute supporters to

defend its claims. Both forms of appellation have eminent official

endorsement. The governing body of Template in this country uses

the title “Knights Templar," although from the organization of the

Grand Encampment, in 1816, until 1856, the other form was employed.

The Grand Commandery of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, from its

organization in 1805 until the present time, has used the term “ Knights

Templars,” this being the title in the plural as it appears in the earliest

as well as the latest constitutions and other official documents.

The Grand Commanderies of the country are divided in their use and

support of the title. A majority of the Grand Bodies sanction the form

now approved by the Grand Encampment, but there are several jurisdic

tions where the other form is used in official papers and printed pro

ceedings. Thus, likewise, prominent representatives of the Order,

writers of correspondence, etc., show an equal divergence of opinion in

their use of the descriptive_words. Some of the newspapers in great

cities always print the term with a final “s” and others omit it.

Evidently there is considerable difference of opinion in regard to this

comparatively unimportant use of words, and, as already intimated,

strong arguments are urged on both sides. Philological rules are cited

and the principles of grammatical construction are referred to, in

proof that each of the titles is correct, while the opposing parties alike

point to a tremendous array of literary authorities and historic pre

cedents in justification of the opposite conclusions to which they have

arrived.

As already stated, the Grand Encampment of the United States, the

highest governing body of the Order in this country, uses the title

“ Knights Templar.” At first it might appear that such use settled

the question. Indeed, the position has been taken that it is unlawful

for Knights allegiant to the Grand Encampment to employ any other

i
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appellation. The precise title is in the fundamental law, it is said,

and we must stand by the Constitution.

As bearing upon this assumption let it be remembered that until

1856 the Grand Encampment used the title “ Knight Templars ” in its

records, constitution and official announcements. The change made at

that time was not expressly authorized by the Grand Encampment.

One member of the committee which reported a revision of the constitu

tion at that time, Benj. Dean of Massachusetts, who afterwards held

the office of Grand Master in the General Body, has expressed his

judgment respecting the change of title as follows:

“ It argues nothing in favor of the innovation that it has been intro

duced into the Constitutions of the Grand Encampment of the United

States. We were nominally a member of the Committee who, in 1856,

reported a revision of those Constitutions, in which the objectionable

phrase appears. Whether it was placed there originally with the con

sent and approval of the active members of the Committee, or was

subsequently introduced, we have no means of knowing. We are

quite certain that it did not, in our hearing, arrest the attention of or

elicit any discussion in the Body itself. This however is not a matter

of much importance. The phrase is an erroneous one, and like some

other things in the Constitution that have created disquiet in different

parts of the juriisdictiou, should be discarded. ”

In 1871 this matter of changed title was brought to the attention of .

the Grand Encampment, at the Conclave held in Baltimore, Md., by a

member of the Body, Sir Chas. F. Stansbcrry of Washington, D. C.,

who offered the following resolutions:

“Resolved, that the proper title of the Templar Order is ‘ Knights

Tcmplars,’ and not ‘Kuights Templar,” as now commonly used under

the sanction of the example of this Grand Encampment.

Resolved, That the use of the term ‘ Knights Templar ’ is an innova

tion in violation of historic truth, literary usage, and the philology

and grammar of the English language."

These resolutions were referred to a committee which reported “that

this Grand Encampment has no authority to determine questions of

historic truth, literary usage, and the philology and grammar of the

English language,” and asked to be discharged from further considera

tion of the subject. The Grand Encampment adopted that report,

virtually declining to pass upon the questions involved. This conclu

sion seems the more strange when it is conceded that the title ‘Kuigbts

Templars” was used in the first Constitution and in the records until

1856, when a change was made to the present form of appellation by

an authority which does not appear.
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In connection with this brief summary of historic statement relating

to the legislation and action of the Grand Encampment, it may be

interesting to note the fact that the Grand Commandery 0f Massachu

setts and Rhode Island, formerly Encampment, has for ninety years

used the title “ Knights Templars.”

Which of the titles is correct? Which form has the support of the

best literary authorities?

In passing upon the first named question it is requisite to determine

whether the second word of the title is to be regarded as a noun or an

adjective. The consensus of opinion among grammarians very largely

favors the view that Knight and Templar are nouns referring to the

same person, and hence that they come under the rule of apposition

requiring an agreement in number and case, so that the plural must

needs be “ Knights Templars." This accords with a rule which

governs in all languages, and its illustrations are numerous. Logically

then, and in harmony with a strict gramatical construction, the proper

title of the Templar Order is “ Knights Templars.” Thus it is right

fully classed with “ Knights Hospitallers,” “ Knights Bachelors,”

etc.

In considering the other question proposed, reference must be made

to the dictionaries, encyclopedias, and other works of acknowledged

high reputation, and to the usage of standard writers. These author

ities, almost without exception, justify the use of the term “ Knights

Templars.” The Encyclopazdia Britannica refers to the ancient

Templars, so-called because their house was near the Temple, to the

Order of Templars, and to the “ Knights Templars " distinguished for

being at once a military and religious body. Sir Walter Scott in his

writings pertaining to ancient chivalry, always uses the title in the

plural with a final “s,” and his example in this respect, with that

of Addison, Barnes, etc., has been generally followed. There is

scarcely an author in Europe or America who writes the term Knights

Templar. The best literary usage accords with the grammatical con

struction which has so strong a support.

Dr. Mackey, an eminent writer on Freemasonry and Templary, says

that he used both forms of the title in his “ Lexicon of Freemasonry,”

but a careful inquiry into the etymology of the term convinced him

that “Knights Templars” is the correct title. In his “Encyclopedia of

Freemasonry ” he has given an extensive review of the whole subject,

the concluding words of which are as follows: “On the whole I am

satisfied that the expression ~‘ Knights Templar " is a violation both of

the grammatical laws of our language and of the usage of our best
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writers on both sides of the Atlantic, and it should, therefore, be

abandoned.”

Historical and grammatical authority, together with the best literary

usage, is unquestionably on the side of adhering to the form of appel

lation approved in the jurisdiction of Massachusetts and Rhode Island

since the first distinctive organizations were efl’ected, nearly a hundred

years ago. It is no disrespect to the Grand Encampment, certainly

no suggestion of disloyalty to the Grand Governing Body, that the

old title is preferred over the new, and that the term “ Knights Tem

plars” is still used by intelligent and zealous members of the Order

who believe that such use is sanctioned by the best authorities of

ancient and modern times.

lilieuhen Lloyd.

HE portrait herewith shown is printed from a cut made

especially for the use of the REPosI'roaY, from a photograph

"ii recently taken of the distinguished Sir Knight. It is a pleas

ure to present this likeness of the popular and prominent Knight Tem

plar, who holds the important office of Deputy Grand Master in the

Grand Encampment of the United States. It would add to our grati

fication were we able to accompany the portrait with a more extended

biographical sketch, but the material is not available at the time of the

present writing and we must needs be content with the following brief

statement.

Bro. R. H. Lloyd is a resident of San Francisco, California, where

he has lived for a goodly number of years. He is a member of_ the

firm of Lloyd & Wood, and has an excellent reputation in business

circles. As a Knight Templar he is well and favorably known not

only by the Fraternity in California but throughout the country. He

is a member of California Commandery, No. 1, San Francisco, and

has held the office of Eminent Commander in that body. He is a Past

Grand Commander of the Grand Commandery of California. He has

held office in the Grand Encampment since 1886, when, at the Trien

nial Conclave held in St. Louis, Mo., he was elected to the office of

Grand Senior Warden.

Bro. Lloyd is a Scottish Rite Mason of the Thirty-third degree, and

in this department, as in others, his intelligence, zeal and true courtesy

have gained for him a host of friends. He is also prominent as an

Odd Fellow, being Past Noble Grand of Yerba Buena Lodge, N0. 15,
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a member of Golden Gate Encampment, and Past Grand Master of

the Grand Lodge of California and Past Grand Representative to the

Sovereign Grand Lodge.

In all these fraternal orders and offices the brother of whom we

write has made evidence of those traits of character which inspire con

fidence and win respect. while he has never failed to justify the expec

tations of his friends in fulfilling the duties of every position to which

he has been called.‘

The Triennial Eonslaue at fioston.

o

- - HE Twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encamp

' ment of the United States, held at Boston, on Tuesday, August

7_ 27th, and the three days next following, was made the occa

sion of an immense gathering of the members of the Templar Order

and a display of more than ordinary significance. It is estimated that

twenty-five thousand Sir Knights were present in Boston on the day of

the great parade, many of them attended by relatives and friends, thus

swelling the attendance of visitors to a number greatly in excess of

that which represents any previous gathering of the Templar organiza

tion. All the jurisdictions included within the limits of the Grand

Encampment were represented in the mighty host convened. The

welcome accorded the visitors was of the most hearty and hospitable

character. The citizens of Boston and the vicinity manifested a cor

dial sympathy with the occasion, and well supported the official greeting

expressed by Governor Greenhalge and Mayor Curtis, the latter being

an eminent member of the Templar Order. The Grand Commander-y

of Massachusetts and Rhode Island, by its able Triennial Committee,

of which R. E. Sir Samuel C. Lawrence, Grand Commander, was the

efficient chairman, had made ample and elaborate preparations for the

occasion, not doubting that they would be seconded, as they were. in

all their endeavors by the Templars of the jurisdiction and the people

at large. The Grand Commander and the Committee are entitled to

special praise, but the citizens and fraters of Boston put the stamp of

success upon the gathering by taking the part of hosts and showing

hospitalities and courteous attentions to those who were in some sense

their guests during the week of the Triennial Conclave.

Tuesday, the day of the great parade. presented favorable conditions

as to weather. The sun was obscured during the greater part of the

day; there was a gentle breeze blowing and the air was pleasant and
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invigorating. It was a summer day, but by no means uncomfortable.

The streets were clean and in excellent marching condition. The

parade, led by Grand Commander Lawrence as Chief Marshal, was an

inspiring procession—a grand and beautiful spectacle. Twenty thous

and knights and more with waving plumes and banners marched to the

strains of inspiring music over the designated route of procession. It

was a pageant more extended and impressive than any ever before

witnessed in the history of the Templar Order. The,procession moved

along streets decorated with flags and Templar symbols, many of the

public buildings and business blocks as well as private residences,

being adorned with artistic representations of scenes, passages, and

lessons identified with the history and expression of Masonic Tem

plarism. Observation stands prepared to accommodate tens of thous

ands of spectators had been erected along the route, and every seat

was taken. Besides these, the windows overlooking the procession,

the roofs of houses and every favorable place for sight seeing, were

utilized by interested observers, while the' sidewalks for the entire dis

tance were packed with people as they never were before.

As already intimated the Templars marched between lines of inter

ested and sympathetic observers; cheers and applause attended them

from the beginning to the end. Boston was enthusiastic on this mem

orable occasion. The people looked upon the magnificent pageant

with friendly eyes, and gave frequent signs of their hearty approval

of the Order which made so creditable a presentation of its character

and resources.

'l‘he‘Grand Master, M. E. Sir Hugh McCurdy, with officers of the

Grand Encampment, reviewed the great parade from one of the obser

vation stands, having by his side the Governor of the State, and in the

near vicinity many other gentlemen of official prominence. The Grand

Master of Masons in Massachusetts, M. W. Bro. E. B. Holmes, with

the Grand Master of Masons in Rhode Island, M'. W. Bro. E. P. Low

den, and members of their respective Grand Lodges, occupied a second

grand reviewing stand; and the Mayor of Boston, the Chief Marshal,

and other civic and Templar dignitaries, gave a final acknowledgment

to the Commanderies and Sir Knights as they passed through Adams

Square near the end of the route.

It is not within the scope of this article to describe the parade. beau

tiful and imposing as a mere spectacle, and made especially attractive

by fine music and symbolic display. We may not particularize the

marching and military evolutions of celebrated Commanderies which

roused the enthusiasm of admiring crowds again and again. We may
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say. however, in this connection, that the look and bearing of the men

who marched in line created a most favorable impression upon the pub

lic. It was believed that the Sir Knights represented manly character

and the best type of humanity, hence they were so warmly greeted and

so much praised.

There were other parades during this memorable week; receptions;

an exhibition drill of an interesting character on Wednesday, witnessed

by an admiring crowd; excursions, banquets, etc., more than may be

mentioned in this brief chronicle. For an entire week the air was filled

with the sounds of music, and at almost every turn a Commandery

might be met marching to some place of meeting with another Templar

body or returning to headquarters.

Of the Triennial Conclave itself we may only say that its services

were well attended and that much important business was transacted.

A general good feeling prevailed among the members and characterized

the animated discussions which took place. A new constitution was

adopted, designated to take etl‘ect in January, 1896. The election

resulted in the election of Sir W. La Rue Thomas as Grand Master

and the advancement of other Grand Officers. There was a friendly

contest for the place of Grand Recorder, which resulted in the election

of V. E. Sir W. H. Mayo of Missouri. Thus passes into history the

twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave of the Grand Encampment of the

United States.

“Why I am a Mason?”

1N response to the question thus stated the editor of the REPOS

lTORY recently made a brief response which was printed in the

7 Boston Globe. At the request of several friends the hastily

prepared statement is herewith presented:

I joined the Masonic fraternity when I was but 21 years old, being

prompted to take such a step by the belief which I entertained that

Freemasonry would help me to realize my strong desire to congenial

fellowship and true friends. The secret character of the institution

was an attraction to me, for I was curious to ascertain the nature of

those mysteries which I supposed brethren of the mystic tie guarded all

so sacredly from the outward world.

I was also favorably impressed with Freemasonry by the claims to an

ancient origin. Its antiquity charmed me. Perhaps I laid more stress

on this point at the outset of my Masonic career than I do now, but I

 

6
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still find a satisfaction in the thought that the Masonic institution as it

now exists has been evolved from systems and societies which were

powerful forces in society in the remote past. Freemasonry takes on

an augmented interest to the thoughtful mind as its antecedents are

brought into view.

I was likewise m0ved to seek admission to the Masonic fraternity

because it seemed to me to present both intellectual and moral freedom.

What I had learned of Freemasonry led me to conclude that it- was

established on a broad basis, and had respect for genuine manhood

wherever or however expressed. It commended itself to me for its un-.

sectarian character and its practical philanthropy. I felt that I should

be helped on the better side of life by becoming a member of such a

society, and I think there also came to me the conviction that I might

be able to render some better service in the world by my Masonic

association.

I am still a Mason because I have found my early estimate of the insti

tution verified. as regards its general character and purposes, while my

interest in its philosophy and history has increased with such study as

I have been able to make of these inviting features. Freemasonry has

grown Into my affection with the passing years, as I have come to ap

preciate the meaning of its symbolism and the benign influence of its

varied expression.

I am a Mason by choice to day because I have a grateful love for an

institution that has broadened and enriched my life. I am a Mason

because I still count it a privilege to associate with my brethren in

those communions for which our organization provides, and to share

with them in Masonic work and its recompenses. I hold to my mem

bership in the fraternity because I believe it may justly claim to rank

among the agencies which sweeten and brighten this world of ours.

The foregoing was published with other communications under the

general heading, “ Why I am a Templar ?” This was not the question

to which the writer was asked to furnish a reply; but it would only re

quire a supplemental paragraph to meet the larger question. That

paragraph might be condensed into the following expression :

I became a Templar, after I had been for several years a Royal Arch

Mason. because I found that a. majority of my Masonic friends, those

whom I held in special honor and esteem, were members of the Order

of Knights Templars. I desired the fellowship of these and of others

which I believed I should obtain by taking the advanced step. What I

had learned of the Christian character of the Order attracted me to

membership therein. I had read of its traditional connection with the
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crusades, of its symbolism and teachings as related to the matehless

Christ, and it seemed to me that such an identification would ofi‘er a

desired ministry to mind and soul. I was not disappointed. Masonic

Templarism has blessed my life. I am still a Knight Templar, esteem

ing it a privilege to witness the impressive ceremonies of the Order, to

enjoy the goodly society of Sir Knights, and to render some service,

by means of my alliance with this illustrious and influential Order,

for the benefit of those about me and for the furtherance of the princi

ples which are fundamental to the Templar Institution.

@enelusiua of address.

[We present herewith the glowing and timely words with which M. E.

Hugh MeCurdy, Grand Master of Templars, closed his excellent address

delivered before the Grand Encampment of the United States, at its Triennial

Session in Boston, Mass, August 27, 1595. These closing words of the

eminent and zealous Templar who, for the last three years, has been at the

head of the Order in the United States, deserve a careful reading. They are

the words of wholesome counsel and suggestion.—EDITOR.]

We have, Sir Knights. a noble order of historic names. We have a

record of growth of which we may be justly proud.

In 1816, when this Grand Body was formed, there were only eight

Commanderies_or encampments, as they were then called—only five

hundred Knights Templar in the United States. Now we have a mem

bership of 110,000; forty Grand Commanderies, having under their

immediate jurisdiction 950 subordinate Commanderies. Besides these,

there are under the jurisdiction of this Grand Body thirty subordinate

Commanderies. Our Asylums are erected in every State and Territory

save Alaska. And this Grand Encampment has also established an

asylum and erected a temple and shrine in Honolulu, Sandwich Islands.

Surely our order has not yet reached the fulness of its glory and

helpfulness, and its course must continue upward and onward in fellow

ship and harmony with the age and lofty principles of Him whom we

all acknowledge as our Lord and Master, Immanuel—God with us.

This is our watchword. With Him we must be ever moving onward to

better things. Templarism teaches us as its first and last lesson that

we are to be like Him. That what He is to men, we are to be to men.

His command, thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself, Templarism

interprets as a command to be a god to one’s fellow man. Love means

God. This world needs not dollars, it needs genius, but Vastly more
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it needs men who are gods to the human life about them. The world

needs men who manifest God to the human life around them, not as a

shadow—not simply by prayers and creeds, but as the Incarnate Son

of God manifested him in the gentle ministry of kindly deeds.

When I was in Sogd, writes an Arabian geographer, I saw a great

building, like a palace, the gates of which were open and fixed back

to the wall with large nails. I asked the reason, and was told that

the house had not been shut night or day for a hundred years'.

Strangers may present themselves at any hour, and in whatever num

her; the master has amply provided for the reception of men, and their

animals, and is never happier than when they tarry for some time.

Such palaces by the wayside in the desert places of this life has Tem

plarism builded for hungry, weary pilgrims. Of such palaces the white

tents which the weary pilgrim finds by the wayside as he makes his

pilgrimage are the symbol and the promise. The doors of this great

building of many mansions are closed neither by night or day. The

master has amply provided for the reception of those who need rest and

refreshment. The true Templar has no arithmetic by which he counts

the cost or the inconvenience of receiving strangers; the soul of his

better quality thrusts back the unseasonable economy into the vaults

of life, and says I will obey God and the sacrifice and the fire He will

provide. Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give I unto

thee. The brave soul of the Knight of St. John, the modern hospit

aler, rates itself too highly to value itself by silver and gold. These it

may not give; but what it hath it gives, and all that it hath. It gives

itself-its own worth lends a better grace to the humble tent, the cake

of barley meal and the cup of cold water than belong to the splendor

of silver and gold. Learn well, Sir Knights. the lessons of Bethlehem's

cradle, of Calvary’s Cross, of the Mount of the Ascension, but learn

well the lesson of the pilgrim's garb, the stafi’ and sandals, the wayside

tent, the morsel of bread and the cup of cold water. These lessons

are one. The Knightly soul does not ask for bread and raiment, for

ease, nor feasts; the essence of greatness is the perception that virtue

is enough. Poverty is its ornament. The spirit of man is the great

light which illumes tents, fields, shops, homes, asylums. That place

is most illumed where dwell the noblest minds. The depth of our liv

ing—this is the splendor of our table, this is the rich drapery of human

life—this the more than regal decoration of our homes.

Thou shalt remember all the way which the Lord thy God led thee

those forty years in the wilderness, said Moses to the Israelites, and

He humbled thee, and suffered thee to hunger and fed thee with manna
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that He might make thee to know that man doth not live by bread

alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.

Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth

out of the mouth of God, repeated the Son of Man in the wilderness of

his temptation. Silver and gold have I none, but such as I have give

I unto thee, repeats the Templar as he takes the weary pilgrim by the

hand and leads him into his wayside palace of rest and refreshment, of

bread and water. The Sir Knight LlllIB gives himself to his weary,

hungry brother. These words of Moses, the Son of Man. and the

Templar hospitaler, have one and the same signification; man lives

not by bread only, but by the godlike life of his fellow man. Bread

and water, silver and gold never can satisfy-these have only a partial

influence over living men. These enter only into the outer court. The

influence of a noble soul is alone irresistible; this alone takes posses

sion of a brother's inmost soul. The pilgrim enters into the wayside

tent, not for rest and refreshment of body—not for anything that bread

and water, silver or gold may do for him; but for the hand-touch and

soul-touch and the companionship of a noble soul. This is the lesson.

see to it only that thyself is here, and art and nature, hope and dread.

friends, angels and the Supreme Being shall not be absent from the

chamber where thou sittest.

The brave Epaminandos needs not Olympus upon which to die—

nceds not the Syrian sunshine. What matters the room where the true

man sits, the fare he eats, the clothes he wears, the grave he lies in?

What matters the place of Moses’ Sepulcher, the birth place of Lincoln,

the streets trodden by the feet of Milton, the little Bethlehem, the

obscure Nazareth, the wretched poverty and loneliness of the Son of

Man ! Common souls pay with what they do—nohle souls with what

they are. While we accumulate silver and gold and build homes, and

call them after our names. let us not forget that the only accumulation

that will defy the corruption of the moth—the corroding of the rust, is

that which we are building in the lives of our fellow-men as they toil

on in their pilgrimage here. Among the Israelites he was called blessed

for generations who passing through the desert place, made of it a well

for thirsty camels and weary travelers. There are many desert places

in this life, many weary pilgrims. Templarism is here because the

weary, the hungry and thirsty are here. Shall we not dig in life's

desert places wells which shall be life-springs for thirsty lips? Shall

we not build tents white by the wayside—true, large and noble souls

which shall be the bread of life—the words of God-Immanuel, for

hungry, weary men? Templarism is in this world because the world
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needs Templarism. We are all weary pilgrims. How fiercely beats

the heat of the sun, the violence of the storm upon many a life. What

a pity that in this land which God has so blessed with bread enough

for every one, what. a pity that they should be hungry; what'a thous.

and pities that in this nation upon which He has so poured His benedic

tion of sympathy and peace, men, women and children should be to

day hungry and thirsty for kindness and sympathy. May God hasten

the time even in this life when it shall be said, they shall hunger and

thirst no more, neither shall the sun light upon them nor any heat, for
the God-Iman shall feed them, he shall lead them into fountains of

living waters. He shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. This is

the mission of Templarism.

The three heroes of King David broke the ranks of the Philistines to

bring their thirsty king a cup of cold water; the widow gave the hun—

gry prophet her last handful of meal. The Mohammedan who lived in

a city built amid a wide, hot plain, made a wayside booth a few miles

out on the highway. and daily went to fill a vase of water there for

fainting travelers, as they approached; and once a life was saved by

the cup of cold water. Brothers, souls to these we are to be. We are

Templars that we may the better make the desert places of life blossom

with such acts of brotherhood—of angelhood.

Our mission is not that of the ancient knight, to rescue the tomb of

our divine Lord from desecration, but so to live His life before men,

that their souls shall become filled with the spirit of the everlasting

brother.

We are called to be Knights—not of the old, but of the new chivalry.

The essence of this chivalry is to care for the little ones. Its command

to every Sir Knight is, use your power to bless the little ones. The

widows and orphans, the aged and the infirm, the poor, the tired man

in the shop, the overworked 'woman in the kitchen—these are our little

ones, these all challenge our chivalry. To rescue manhood and

womanhood from their graves; honor, virtue and chivalry from their

sepulcher—this is the duty-call to the modern knight—a work far

nobler this than that which summoned our ancient fraters to battle

fields or toilsome journeys. Our mission is to give

“An arm of aid to the weak,

A friendly hand to the friendless,

Kind words so short to speak,

But whose echo is endless—

'l‘he world is wide, these things are small,

They may he nothing-but they are all ”
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Again, Sir Knights, I welcome you to this Triennial Conclave. I

congratulate you upon the esteemed privilege of assembling in this

historic city. Let us be profoundly thankful for the past, hopeful for

the future. If the past has done its best for us, then are we prepared

to receive the good things in store for us. The golden age of Tem

plarism is not in the past, but in the future. Faithful sentinels upon

the watch-tower of Knighthood, what of the night? What of the morn?

You are here to answer these questions. Ponder well your words,

weigh well your actions. Let all the ends you aim at be your coun

try’s, your God’s and Truth's.

And now, my fraters, standing as I now do for the last time in this

relation in your presence, and about to surrender forever the exalted

position which for years it was my high ambition to occupy, if you

have found anything in me, personal. mercenary, selfish, unworthy the

noble Templar ideal, forgive it, forget it. If in me you have found

devotion to a lofty purpose, imitate it, better it. With profound

gratitude to Almighty God for his tender mercies; with a God bless

you for each and every one of my loyal associates for their faithful ser

vice, and a God-speed you for him who shall succeed me, I retire. I

say good-bye with a patriotic, a private and individual joy, with a

consciousness compared with which all human words of praise are but

as the light dust of the balance. In the words of Lowell, “ The sunset

of life casts a radiant light upon the past, and makes the western

windows of those homes of fancy we have left forever tremble with the

reflected glow of sacred regret.”

But this one thing we do, forgetting those things which are behind

and reaching forth into those things which are before, we press toward

the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Him who is our

divine model--onr Immanuel.

BRO. Joan Coason SMITH, Past Grand Master of Masons in Illinois,

has just returned home from a trip around the world, during which

journey he was accompanied by his wife and daughter. He visited the

Grand Lodge of England at its recent Communication in Freemasons

Hall, London, and was received with marked distinction. He made

an excellent address to the English brethren, touching upon the princi

ples and interests which English and American Craftsmen share in

common. Bro. Smith attended the Triennial Conclave in Boston, and

took an active part in the proceedings, notwithstanding some physical

limitations which seem to be the unpleasant sequences of his extended

journey.
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Warren. Laid.th Thomas.

‘5 ARREN LARUE THOMAS of Maysville, Kentucky, Deputy

.Grand Master of the Grand Encampment. was born at Eliza

'. bethtown, Kentucky, on the 25th day of January, 1845, his

parents being Joseph H. Thomas and Amanda LaRue Thomas. While

quite a youth Sir Knight 'I‘homas’s parents moved to Danville, Ken

tucky, where, after being prepared, he was educated at Centre Coilcge.

one of Kentucky’s most famous institutions of learning. Upon the

completion of his education he was engaged for a few years in the mer

cantile business, but was induced to give that up for the purpose of

engaging in the life insurance business, and for the last twenty years

has given his time and attention to that pursuit. No man in Kentucky

is better known in that profession than Mr. Thomas, he being now one

of the special agents of the Mutual Life of New York for the States of

Kentucky and Tennessee. .

As soon as he became of age he petitioned the Masons and at once

received the Degrees in the Lodge, Chapter and Council. He became

interested in the beautiful workings of the Order and soon became a

member of the Grand Bodies of the State. After filling various subor

_ dinate positions in both bodies he was, in October, 1880, elected Grand

Master of the Grand Lodge, and Grand High Priest of the Grand

Chapter, filling both positions the same year. He had already occu

pied the Chair of Grand Master of the Grand Council, Royal and Select

Masters.

In October, 1872, Sir Knight Thomas received the Knight Templar

Orders in DeMolay Commandery N0. 12, Louisville, Kentucky, pre

paratory to organizing a Commandery at his home at Danville. In

February, 1873, he assisted in the forming of Ryan Commandery

No. 17, and was the first Captain-General of that Commandery, after

ward holding the ofliee of Eminent Commander for two years. In

1874, at the meeting of the Grand Commandery of Kentucky, he was

elected to the office of Grand Senior Warden, and after regular promo

tion was elected Grand Commander in May, 1878.

In 1874 Sir Knight Thomas attended the meeting 01’ the Grand En

campment in New Orleans, as the proxy of the Grand Commander of

Kentucky, and has been present at every meeting since that time. At

Chicago, in 1880, he was elected to the office of Grand Junior War

den. and at each Triennial Conclave since has received a regular pro

motion, having been clected to his present position, Deputy Grand
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Master, at Denver, in 1892. Sir Knight Thomas is also a member of

the Shrine and of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite, having

been crowned with the 330 in January, 1889.

Sir Knight Thomas is a typical Kentuckian, being six feet tall and

weighing two hundred pounds. He is regarded as one of the best

Masonic Jurists in the Order, and for years has served on the Juris

prudence Committees in the various Grand Bodies of his native State.

Being a ready debater and forcible speaker, with a good presence and

fine voice, his influence is felt on all important matters of legislation

coming before the Masonic Grand Bodies. He has always been a

champion of the Masonic Widows' and Orphans' Home, the pride of

all Kentucky Masons, and much of the success of that grand Institu

tion is due to his efforts in shaping legislation for its benefit.

The distinguished knight, of whom the foregoing sketch makes some

showing of his Masonic and Templar services, was elected at the Tri

ennial Conclave in Boston, by an almost unanimous vote to the office

of Most Eminent Grand Master, at position of high rank and import

ance which it is believed he will adorn and make useful. His portrait

which forms the frontispiece of this number of the magazine betokens

a man of energy as well as of generous and loving thought; and thus

we believe he will prove himself.

Editorial flutes.

Tm: PRESENT NUMBER is the closing issue of Volume XXIV of this

magazine. Such an age reaches far beyond the average existence of

Masonic periodicals. It counts for something in the way of a pleas

ant remembrance that the REPOBITORY has survived for nearly a quar

ter of a century, and that it has maintained itself on the broad and in

dependent platform announced at the outset. For the last twenty

years the present writer has had sole editorial charge of its pages. He

has not succeeded in producing his ideal of a Masonic magazine, but

he has ever sought to present such a publication as should be uplifting

and useful to the Fraternity. The standard will not be lowered or the

course changed ; but the endeavor will be to justify the commendation

of thoughtful friends and make the magazine more deserving of the

patronage of reading Craftsmen.

WHILE run Rnrosrroar has been received with a considerable meas

ure of favor the publishers have derived little or no profit from its pub

1
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lication. They have felt pride in maintaining its existence, and in

making improvements from time to time as these have seemed to be

called for by an intelligent constituency. Thus the magazine has been

enlarged to 56 pages of reading matter, and numerous costly illustra

tions have been presented. The REPOSITORY may justly claim to be

regarded as a well-printed, attractively illustrated, carefully edited

Craft publication, and being such we think it deserves a larger sub

scription list. If each of our present subscribers would do a little

missionary work in its behalf the desired increased circulation would

be sure to follow.

READING Masons are not numerous. How often we have heard some

worthy brother say, “ I have no time to read Masonic publications."

And yet time is found for other things. Were the interest greater

time would be found sufficient at least for the reading of one _Craft

periodical. Freemasonry is unfolded in publications such as the Rs

POSITORY as a philosophy and a science; its history is brought out, its

' notable features emphasized, and its movements ‘along the varied lines

of its expression are traced in such a manner as to interest the well

informed Craftsman. We do not intend to complain at any want of

appreciation or patronage; but we do say that it would be altogether

better for our cherished institution if the number of reading Masons

was largely increased.

A MOVEMENT in Massachusetts to establish a Masonic Home in that

jurisdiction seems to meet with a considerable degree of favor. The

design, if we are correctly informed, is to establish an institution sim

ilartothe Home at Utica, N. Y., whose ministry already has been

large and blessed. It is a matter of rejoicing that now in so many

different parts of the country enterprises have been started to provide

for the destitute widows and orphans of Masons, and for aged brethren

who may be in indigent circumstances. Freemasonry ennobies itself

by this kind of work, and thus rightfully commands the approval of

its own members and the world at large. Masonic benevolence thus

attested will bear blessed fruits. '

AND Ya'r Masonic relief goes a great deal farther than building

“ Homes " or otherwise affording a measure of institutional help to

those in need who are supposed to have a special claim on the Frater

nity. we shall not soon forget the eloquent words of Past Grand

Master J. Q. A. Fellows of New Orleans, uttered in one of the ses

sions of the recent Templar Conclave, as be outlined a Mason’s duty

in meeting those obligations of relief which every Craftsman has taken
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upon himself. It is a personal matter thus to render aid, said the ven

erable brother, which cannot altogether be passed over to committees

and institutions. It is not enough to appropriate money from a bene

fit fund or deal out the accumulations derived from a system of dues

to those who can prove their right to he treated as beneficiaries; but

there must be an individual service when the case requires. Masonic

relief must always be in the main a personal matter.

THIS NUMBER of the REPOSITORY makes a somewhat late appearance

as we desired to chronicle the doings. in part, of the Triennial Con

clave which was held in Boston the last week in August. The editor

was privileged to witness the great gathering of Sir Knights and to

meet a host of friends and acquaintances, as well as participate in the

proceedings of the Grand Encampment meetings, and he has laid away

in the book of personal remembrance many precious reminders of the

swift 'passing days .of delightful Templar intercourse. It is pleasant

to refer to the important events and notable personages connected with

the Grand Conclave, and to rejoice over the presentation that was

thus made of Templar prestige and purposes.

masonic Elitews.

[The items that appear under this head are gathered from various sources. For some of the

announcements presented in this department we are indebted to the personal favor of friends,

the secular press provides additional material, and our Masonic exchanges abound with reports and

notices from which we make extracts. Our aim is to cover a broad field; hence we are obliged to

condense and abbreviate many of the accounts that reach us, while of course we have to exercise

our judgment as to what we will use and what omit. We intend that the pages devoted to “ Ma

sonic Newa " shall contain reliable intelligence of general interest to the Craft. W's shall be glad

to receive any notifications that may aid in the preparation of this department.]

NEW ENGLAND. The election was harmonious in the

main. Only for a single office, that

of Grand Recorder, was there any

contest. For that important position

there were several strong candidates,

and it required four ballots to elect

Sir Knight Mayo of Missouri, who

had a leading Vote from the first. The

following is the list of officers:

Grand Master, M. E. Sir Warren

La Rue Thomas of Kentucky; Deputy

Grand Encampment at Boston, Elec

tion of Officers, Appointments, etc.

As elsewhere indicated the proceed—

ings of the Grand Encampment at its

twenty-sixth Triennial Conclave were

of an orderly and dignified character.

The spirit of a true. courtesy was gen

erally prevalent, and the few issues

that had to be met, where Seemingly

there was some division of opinion,

I were happily arranged without injury

to the feelings of those who differed.

Grand Master, R. E. Sir Reuben H.

Lloyd of California; Grand General

issimo, V. Em. Sir Henry B. Stoddard
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of Texas; Grand Captain General, V.

Em. Sir George III. Moulton of Illi

nois; Grand Senior Warden, V. Em.

Sir Henry W. Rugg of Massachusetts

and Rhode Island; Grand Junior

Warden, V. Em. Sir William B. Mel

ish of Ohio; Grand Treasurer, V.

Em. Sir H. Wales Lines of Coun.;

Grand Recorder, V. Em. Sir Wm. H.

Mayo of Mo.

Grand Master Thomas made the fol

lowing appointments: Grand Prelate,

Sir Knight Cornelius L. 'I‘wing of New

York; Grand Standard Bearer, Sir

Knight Thomas 0. Morris of Tennes

see; Grand Sword Bearer, Sir Edgar

S. Dudley of Nebraska; Grand War

der, Sir Knight Joseph A. Locke of

Maine; Grand Captain of the Guard.

Sir Knight Frank H. Thomas of Wash

ington, D. C. These were all duly in

stalled by M. Em. Sir Hugh McCurdy.

The Grand Master announced the

following committees: On jurispru

dence, Sir Knights J. H. Hopkins,

Pennsylvania, J. C. Smith, Illinois,

E. 'I‘. Carson, Ohio,_ J. N. Fellows,

New Hampshire, B. G. Witt, Ken

tucky. On finance, Sir Knights W.

II. II. Soulc, lilassaehusetts. George

Davis, West Virginia, G. W. Ken

drick, Pennsylvania, E. (I. Birdscy,

(.‘onucetieut, and Fred Greenwood,

Virginia. On testimonial to Past

Grand Master McCurdy, Sir Knights

J (J. Smith, Illinois, ILL. I’almcr,

Wisconsin and J. A. Gerow, Mich.

I’ittsburg, I’a., was selected as the

next place of meeting; date, the first

Tuesday in October, 1898.

At nearly 6 P. M. on Friday, Aug.

30th, the Grand Encampment eon

cluderl its labors and adjourned.

Banquet at the Vendome, Boston,

Mass.

The ’I’rieunial counnittee represent

ing the Grand Commandery of Massa

chusetts and Rhode Island, gave an

elaborate banquet at the Vendome,

Boston, on Thursday evening of Con

clave week, to M. Em. Sir Hugh Mc

Curdy, Grand Master, and the ofiicers

and members of the Grand Encamp

ment of the United States. The spa

elous dining hall presented an appear

ance of unspeakable splendor. It

seemed as though all the resources of

art and wealth had been exhausted in

rendering the room a paragon of

scenic effect. There were four long

tables in the main dining room, and

then three tables in the long room

adjoining. Each table held from 50

to 60 guests, and there is no doubt

that there were at least 450 guests at

the dinner.

The tables themselves seemed to

blaze with light. At distances of

three feet there were pots of hothouse

ferns and vases of summer flowers in

alternation. But the chief magnifi

cence was on the walls, which were

exquisite in design. Long garlands

of the leaves of sweet oak, fastened

together into spans six inches in di

ameter, were draped into Louis XV.

patterns between each window.

On the spaces left by the oak leaves

designs done in “ immortclles,“ some

times three feet by four, carried out

the general eflect. There was one

design particularly which deserves

notice. A large crown, tcu inches in

diameter, done in yellow everlasting,

with a cross. passing through it, was

worked in high relief upon a purple

ground, a large cluster of white wax

flowers encircling and drooping from

the cross.

This is but an example of the way

in which the designs were carried out.

Then on the mantelpieces there were

hugh'vases of flowers, and in the cor

ners of the room exotic plants, palms

and cacti gave to the whole a fairly

bewildering ell‘cct. Asparagus fern
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must have been brought from every

greenhouse in the city, and even then

it is difficult to imagine where so much

was secured, for the long chandeliers

were draped and wound with it from

top to bottom, and large heavy strands

were stretched from one to another.

After the Sir Knights were seated

a short prayer was offered by Rev.

Sir Jos. M. McGrath, Grand Prelate.

It is needless to say that the dinner

was of the best and the service excel

lent. At the right time Grand Com

mander Lawrence spoke graceful

words of welcome and announced that

R. E. (‘harles (‘. Ilutchinson had

been selected as toastmaster. Sir

Knight Hutchinson named the toasts

and presented the speakers as follows:

Toast N0. l—Most Eminent Sir

Ilngh McCurdy, “The Grand En

campmcnt.“

No. 2—Hon. Frederic 'l‘. Greenhalge

“The Commonwealth of Massachu

setts."

No. B—Very Eminent Sir Warren

La ltuc Thomas, “ Fidelity the Emi

ncnt (‘lnrracteristic of 'l‘emplarism.“

No. 4‘.\iost Em. Sir Henry L.

Palmer, “The Good Fellowship of

Knight 'l‘cmplarism.“

No. 5—Most Em. Sir James II.

llnpkins, “Tcmplnl‘ism and Patriot

ism.“

No. 6—Most Em. Sir J. Q. A. Fel

lows, “The Mission of the Knights

Templar.“

No. 7—Very Em. Sir William D.

Melish, “The Knight of the Nine

teenth Century.“

No. S—Right Em. Sir Josiah Drum

mond, “'l‘empiarism and Craft Ma

sonry."

No. Q—Very Em. Sir Henry W.

Rugg, “The Ancient and Modern

Promoters of Knight Tcmplarism.”

No. lO—Right Em. Sir Joseph W.

Fellows, " The DeVelopment of Law

as Viewed from a Templar .Stand

point."

No. Il—Right Em. Sir John (for

son Smith, “The Knights ilospitalers,

the Early Defenders of (Iivil and kc

llgious Liberty."

No. l2—Right Em. Sir J. W. Bow

den, M. D., "Our Hosts, the Grand

Commandery of Massachusetts and

Rhode island."

No. 13—Right Em. Sir Thomas R.

Morrow, “ Sunlight of Masonry and

Templars.“

After these addresses, and as a tit

ting close to the evening‘s exercises,

a sentiment in honor of Gen. Law

rence was proposed and hearty cheers

were given as the proper response.

Third Triennial Reunion of Templar

Correspondents.

The Society of “ Mutuals,“ includ

ing past and present Templar (fol-rc

spondents, held an interesting meet

ing at; the rooms of the Algonquin

(flub, Commonwealth avenue, Boston,

on Wednesday evening, August 28,

1895. About forty members of the

Guild were present. About the tables

artistically arranged and bright with

freshly cut flowers, these knights of

the pen gathered to break brcad to

gether and to indulge in unrestraim-d

discourse. Several of the veterans

were in attendance, including E. 'l‘.

Carson of Ohio, J. Q. A. Fellows ot

I.a., T. S. I’arvin of Iowa, dos. “

Drummond of Maine, and others who

have rendered long and eminent scr

vice as writers on Templar COP"!

SDondcnce. ilon. James H. Hopkins

Vice Regent, presided. The Temple

Quartette furnished excellent mUsic.

Many admirable thoughts were ex

pressed by the several speakers who

responded to thesentimcnts announced

by Sir Knight Hopkins. Dr. Rugg

speaking to the toast, “ Gone but not

forgotten,“ called attention to the fact
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that seven members of the Society

had passed over to the majority since

the gathering at Denver in 1892. He

called their names as follows: Geo.

C. Connor, J. II. Brown, J. I’. Hor

nor, W. P. Innes, Jolm Frizzell, W.

B. Isancs, and Joseph K. Wheeler,

and paid a just tribute to their mem

ory and worth. Among the other

speakers were Sirs J. Lothrop Thorn

dike, Deputy Grand Master of Masons

in Massachusetts, J. U. Drummond,

the prolific writer of Correspondence

for Grand Bodies in Maine, J. Q. A.

Fellows of La., E. T. Carson of Ohio,

0. S. Long of W. Va., and Jno. C.

Smith of Illinois. The addresses were

charged with instruction and adorned

with noble and sweet sentiments.

After the speeches a meeting for busi

ness was held. James II. Hopkins,

Past G rand Master was elected Regent

and Wm. H. Mayo, Recorder. The

Society then adjourned to meet at

Pittsburg in 1898.

Notes of the Triennial Conclave.

Want of time and space compels us

to forego the announcement in this

number of the Rsrosrronr of numer

ous incidents and events belonging to

Conclave week, of which mention

might well be made. We make a

brief record of following:

' Rev. Sm Josurn M. MCGRATH,

Grand Prelate of the Grand Encamp

ment, conducted services in Trinity

Church, Boston, on the afternoon of

Sunday, August 25, 1895. Grand

Master McCurdy and other officers of

the Grand Encampment were present,

and also Gen. Lawrence, Grand Com

mander of the Grand Commandcry of

Massachusetts and Rhode Island, at

tended by several officers of that

Grand Ilody. Detroit (,‘omnmndery

furnished the escort. Dr. McGrath,

who is a forceful and interesting

speaker, preached an excellent dis

course from the text Matt. x, 42,

showing the requirements laid upon

the strong and wise to aid those

weaker and less informed than them

selves, :tnd pointing out some of the

lines of practical service in every day

christian living. He was listened to

with close attention by an audience

which completely filled Trinity

Church.

BOSTON COMMANDERY kept open

house at Horticultural Hall from

Monday until Friday, and dispensed a

profuse hospitality. All callers were

welcomed. Refreshments were served

during the day and evening. The hall

was finely decorated for the occasion.

The reception committee of the Com

mandcry were untlring in their efforts

to make all callers feel at home.

Many of the members of Boston Com

mandery were on duty the entire

week, either at the hall or responding

to calls to act as escort to Templar

bodies arriving or departing. Such

service was most willingly rendered.

AMONG the provisions made by the

Triennial Committee for the enter

tainment of visitors was the engaging

of the steamer Cygnus to take passen

gers down the harbor. Tickets were

distributed in so careful a manner as

to prevent any confusion or over

crowding of the great steamer, and

the result was most satisfying. The

figures for the different trips are as

follows: Monday A. M., 464; Monday

P. M., 763; Tuesday 1’. M., 145; Wed

nesday A. M., 805; Wednesday, P.

M., 1012; Thursday A. M., 703;

Thursday P. M., 856; Friday A. M.,

882; Friday I‘. M., 1017; total, 6647.

Tue “LITTLE ComrANoi-Jnr" of

Louisville, Ky., attracted much atten

tion in the paradeand at the exhibi

tion drill, as also in every place where

they appeared. Evidently they were
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well trained, not only in tnilltary

evolutions but in bearing themselves

as young gentlemen. On Friday

afternoon they gave an exhibition 0!

their proficiency at the headquarters

of De Molay Commandery, Borker

Hall, and were the recipients of gen

erous applause. A collation was

served. De Molay Commandery pre

sented to the boys :1 Masonic library

of considerable value. The books

will be given a prominent place at the

Home in Louisville

A NOTABLE RECEPTION and a ban

quet eotnplimentary to the otticers of

the Grand Encampment were given

by St. Bernard (Tommandery at the

University Club on Beacon St.,

Boston, Friday evening. The Emi

nent Commander, Dr. J. Foster Bush,

presided, having on his immediate

right M. E. Grand Master Thomas,

and on his immediate left M. E.

Past Grand Master McUurdy. About

eighty gentlemen were present; some

twenty-tive of the number being in

vited guests. The addresses on this

delightful occasion were of an in

formal character.

AMONG the (‘ommanderies which

exercised a princely hospitality dur

ing (‘onclave week mention should be

made of (mar de Lion (‘ommandery,

(Jharlestown, which entertained ac

cording to the record shown upwards

of 11,000 knights and ladies. The

Commandery kept “ open house " near

the Bunker Hill monument and was

therefore easy of access to many pil

grims who sought that historic spot.

NOT ONLY did the (Tomnmnderies in

and about Boston extend greeting to

the visiting Templars and render a

desired service as hosts, but the bodies

farther away extended a hearty and

generous hospitality. Some of the

Commanderies in Massachusetts and

Rhode Island, loeated at some distance

671

from Boston, maintained headquarters

in that city and also gave receptions

in the cities where they are stationed.

St. Johns No. l, of Providence, Wor

cester County of Worcester, Olivet of

Lynn, Washington of Newport, New

buryport of Newburyport, and Cal

vary of Providence, rendered a large

measure of graceful hospitality to in

vited guests.

THE MIDDLE STATES

Support of the Masonic Home at

Utica, N. Y.

That adequate provision for the sup

port ot the Home. has been made by

the. Grand Lodge of New York, is

clearly shown by statements and fig

ures presented at the last session of

that body. There is an investment of

$131,000 the income of which goes to

the maintenance of the Home. In

making additions and repairs the

Grand Lodge wisely makes the pro

vision that this fund shall in no way

be infringed on, thereby insuring a

permanent income for the mainte

nance of the Home. The cost of the

Home and appurtenances up to this

time, as stated by Grand Master Hodge

in his annual address, is $260,869.97.

The financial balance sheet shows that

$36,714.26 were paid for the mainte

nance of the Home last year. The

average for the year is equal to 101.4

inmates, and the aggregate. expenses,

outside of the permanent account,

give an average of $276.32 per capita.

Supt. Anthony reports during the

year eight deaths of inmates, three

have been dismissed, two have been

withdrawn, one removed to an insane

hospital and one returned to the Lodge

which made the nomination. There

have been received during the year 47,

making the total number of inmates,
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April 1, 1895. 115. The inmates have

been maintained at an expense of

$276.32 per capita for a full year, this

including expenses of every nature

pertaining to the administration and

maintenance of the Home.

Death of Past Grand Master John

Hodge.

Very suddenly the death messenger

came to Past Grand Master John

Hodge of Lockport, on August 7,

1895. While he was at dinner, in his

own home, the mandate came to him

and he sank to the floor and expired

instantly. Bro. Hodge was a repre

sentative citizen and Mason. He was

a successful business man who held

the confidence and esteem of all with

whom he was associated. In Free

tnasonry he was deservedly popular

and prominent. He was a member of

the Scottish Rite, crowned with the

33d and highest degree. in the Grand

Lodge of New York he was elected

Grand Master at the annual meeting

in June, 1894. Ilis administration was

marked by ability and faithfulness.

THE WEST.

Laying of the Corner Stone of a

New Church.

The corner stone of a new Christian

Church, at Oxford, Indiana, was laid

by Grand Master O'Rourke, 0n Satur

day, Aug. 10, 1895, assisted by Ox

ford Lodgc, No. 190. A large crowd

assembled to witness the ceremonies;

every Lodge in the country was rcp

rcsentcd. After the ceremonies of

laying the stone, which were in ac

cordance with the ancient ritual, scv

crnl interesting and able addresscs

were delivered. Among the speakers

were thc. Grand Master and Elder

Smith. The occasion was a notable

one and made the opportunity for a

favorable expression of the character

and purposes of Freemasonry.

THE SOUTH.

Exalted at the Age of Seventy-five

Years.

The Masonic Herald, published at

Rome, Georgia, in the August issue,

gives a pleasant notice of one of the

venerable Craftsmen in that jurisdice

tion. “ Bro. Rolf," says the Herald,

“ is now eighty-one years of age, hale

and hearty in body and mind. He has

been a Mason 43 years, and exalted

to the Royal Arch Degree at the age

of 75 years —just six years ago.” It

is certainly rare to receive the Chapter

degrees at this great age. Bro. ltoff

tells many interesting reminiscences

of the long ago. He is a Mason of

the old school—a bright example to

the younger generation.

CANADA.

Annual Meeting of the Sovereign

Great Priory.

At the annual session of the Sover

eign Great Priory of Cadada, held at

St. John, N. B., August 23. 1895, the

following were elected ofiicersz—G.

M., W. H. Whyte, Montreal; D. G.

M., D. F. McWatt, Barrie; G. Chan.,

Daniel Spry, London; G. Treas., O.

S. lllllman, Toronto; G. Chap., Rev.

Dr. Batttsby, (‘hathnm; G. Const.,

W. H. Thornc, St. John; G. Marshal,

H. R. Hargraft, Coburg; G. Reg,

G. W. Johnson, Yarinouth. R. E.

Sir Wm. Roaf was elected Prov. Prior

of Toronto District. There was a

fairly satisfactory representative at

tendance, and the meeting is regarded

as successful by those who were pres

ent. The abundant hospitality of the

Fraters in St. John constituted a

pleasant feature of the occasion.
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TCITY LIBRARY, LOWELL, MASS.

One volume at a time, obtained only by card, may be

kept fourteen days unless marked to be returned in seven

days. A fi‘neof two cents a dayis char ed for each day

overdue (Including Sundays and holi ays), and if not

returned within one week after notice is sent twenty

cents additional must be gaid. Books must not be lent

out ofborrower’s househol .

Borrowers finding this book mutilated or defaced should

report it.

l?- No claim for rebate or fine will be allowed because

of failure to receive notice from the library, or on account

of notice sent to the library ofintention to return an over

due book.

The record below must not be made or altered

by the borrower.
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