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PREFACE.

——
[

THE object of the present work is to furnish a brief but
complete summary of the history of antiquity, from the
remotest times down to the overthrow of the Roman Empire
in the West, in A.p. 476. The history of Greece and
Rome is taught in all schools professing to give a liberal
education, but this is often done to the entire exclusion of
the other nations of antiquity, which, though they did not
exercise an equally powerful influence either upon their
contemporaries or upon posterity, yet ought not to be
passed over by any one desirous to obtain a complete view,
and form a correct estimate, of the ancient world. The
present manual, therefore, embracing the history of all the
nations of antiquity, is designed to present to the student,
besides the histories of Greece and Rome, an outline of
that of the non-classical nations, and to devote to each of
them as much attention as their historical importance may
seem to demand. g

The history of the Jewish nation does not form part of
this manual, because it is felt that the history of that
memorable people, in order to be in any way satisfactory,
cannot be treated with the same brevity as that of other
ancient nations; it must further be assumed, that the

(i)



1v PREFACE.

history of the Jews is known to every Christian student
from his Bible and the religious instruction he has received;
the sacred history, moreover, is of that peculiar kind that
it ought not to be placed on a level with that of less
favoured nations, it being essentially of a religious character,
and every one ought to learn it from the Holy Scriptures,
rather than from any summary abridgment. In order,
however, to assist the biblical student, a brief chronology
of Jewish history, from the Creation down to the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, has been added to the Chronological
Table at the end of the work.

The whole manual is divided into three books, which may
be regarded as three distinct courses of history; the first
comprising the Asiatic nations and Egyptians; the second,
the Greeks, Macedonians, and the kingdoms that were
formed out of the empire of Alexander the Great; and
the third, the Romans, Carthaginians, and the nations of
south-western Europe.

L. SCHMITZ.

EpinsuraH, APRIL 1855.
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HISTORY

or

THE NATIONS OF ANTIQUITY.

INTRODUCTION.

TdE name antiquity in its most general acceptation is commonly
understood to comprise the whole period from the creation down to
the overthrow of the western empire in"a.D. 476, and the history
of that vast expanse of time is termed the ¢ History of Antiquity,”
or * Ancient History.”” But neither the beginning nor the end of
this history is the same for all the nations of antiquity. As to the
beginning of the human race in general, it is obvious that, unless
assisted by revelation, man could have possessed but very little or
no knowledge at all, and after the creation of man many centuries
must have passed away before those communities could be formed
in the primitive seats of our race, which we term states or nations,
and which alone form the subjects of general history. But even
the beginnings of these national or political associations, to what-
ever period they belong, do not yet constitute the beginning of real
history, for the accounts of the formation of states and the founda-
tion of cities are generally transmitted to later ages by mere oral
tradition, which is ever changing and expanding, until in the end
it is impossible to separate its nucleus of truth from what has grown
upon and around it. Real history does not commence until the time
when contemporary records of some kind or another are drawn up
to assist the memory of man in preserving for posterity the memo-
rials of a nation’s life. 'We do not mean to assert that absolutely
nothing can be known of those periods about which we have no
contemporary records, for tradition also may hand down, and has
handed down, a vast amount of information concerning past ages,
but such information can never be as perfect and free from error as
the aecounts drawn up by contemporaries, or by persons living so
near the events themselves, as to be able, with a reasonable amount

(25)



26 ANCIENT HISTORY.

of judgment and discernment, to ascertain the truth. Written re-
cords fix for ever that which would otherwise be subject to a perpe-
tual process of change and modification.

The possibility of drawing up records of a nation’s history de-
pends upon a variety of circumstances, and, above all, upon the art

?of writing. As this art did not become known to all the ancient
nations at once, but was gradually imparted by one to another, it
follows that contemporary records were made in some countries at a
much earlier period than in others, and it must be observed in
general, that the Asiatic nations and the Egyptians practised the
art of writing many centuries before it was introduced into Europe.
Hence we possess authentic and trustworthy accounts of some
Asiatic nations at a period when the history of Europe is still buried
in utter darkness. Asia is the cradle of the human race, in Asia
the first states were formed, and it is from Asia that Europe and
Africa received their inhabitants. Hence the traditions and history
of the Asiatic nations go back to more remote periods than those
of any nation in Europe.

While thus the nations claiming our attention in antiquity widely
differ in regard to the points at which their respective histories and
traditions commence, the point at which antiquity terminates is no
less different with different nations. The epoch generally assumed
as the line of demarcation between antiquity and the middle ages,
is the overthrow of the western empire of Rome, and, so far as the
south-west of Europe is concerned, that event marks, in a suffi-
ciently striking manner, the transition to an entirely new state of
things :—all that was peculiar to the ancient world had then ceased,
and a new order of things had sprung up; the ancient empire was
broken to pieces, new kingdoms were built up on its ruins, and
civilisation, which had before reached a certain culminating point,
now began a new career, struggling through many centuries of
ignorance and barbarism, until in the end it rose to that height
which constitutes the glory of our own age. But upon the eastern
world that event exercised little or no influence, for the Greek em-
pire continued its wretched existence for nearly a thousand years
longer, and the Asiatic nations also preserved their previous forms
and institutions without any material change, until the establish-
ment of Mahommedanism revolutionised nearly the whole of western
Asia and the north of Africa. The nations of central and eastern
Asia, lastly, were not affected at all by the event which so com-
pletely changed the aspect of western Kurope. But notwithstand-
ing this discrepancy, it is convenient, at least for Europeans, to
regard the fall of the western empire of Rome as the termination
of antiquity, and as the commencement of a new era in history.
Down to this event, therefore, it is our intention in this manual to
carry the history of the ancient nations.
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It must not be inferred from the foregoing remarks that the
history of the human race is altogether involved in impenetrable
darkness during those remote periods, about which neither tradi-
tions nor written records have come down to us, for there are other
sources from which a certain amount of historical knowledge can
be obtained, concerning man as well as concerning the globe he in-
habits. The earth, and the mighty revolutions it has undergone
since the days of its creation, and before it became the fit abode
for man, are not, properly speaking, subjects of a history which is
concerned about man alone; but being the scene of his joys and
sorrows, its history, as revealed by the science of geology, and its
description furnished by that of geography, are interesting, nay,
indispensable handmaids to the history of man. Geology, though
less necessary to a full understanding of the history of mankind,
affords us some insight into the otherwise mysterious revolutions
through which the earth has passed before assuming its present
form and character. What geology is to the history of the earth,
comparative philology has proved to be to the history of man. Ages
about which all traditions and all histories are silent, would be like
sealed books to us, were it not for comparative philology, a child
of the nineteenth century; for the analysis and comparison of lan-
guages allow us every now and then to catch a glimpse of the rela-
tions subsisting among natious often separated, during the historical
times, by thousands of miles; of the state of their civilization, and
of their migrations, before they reached the countries in which
ultimately they took up their permanent abode. One example may
suffice to show the flood of light which comparative philology in
our days has thrown upon the history of mankind: it is now estab-
lished as a fact beyond all doubt, that the nations on the banks of
the Ganges and the Indus, as well as the ancient Persians, spoke a
language radically identical with those spoken in Europe from the
earliest times, including both Latin and Greek, and perhaps even
the Etruscan. This great fact has dispelled a mass of false notions
formerly entertained in regard to the ancient population of southern
Europe. The radical identity of all these languages shows incon-
trovertibly that there must have existed at one time a close connec-
tion among the nations which speak them, and that in fact all these
nations must have sprung from one common stock. Of this fact,
neither tradition nor history has preserved the slightest trace. The

rimitive seats of man were in all probability in the north-west of
?ndia, or the highlands of Armenia; thence the branches spread
in all directions, until the ocean set a limit to their migrations. It
has thus been established that most of the races of men, from the
Ganges in the east, to the Atlantic in the west, belong to one great
family, and it is probable that further investigations will show that
all the two thousand languages spoken by man are traceable to one
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common parent, and will thus confirm the record of Genesis, that
all mankind is descended from one common father and one common
mother. The study of language will then dispel the idea of several
originally distinct races, which physiologists have assumed for the
purpose of explaining the physical differences which present them-
selves among the inhabitants of the several parts of our globe.
There can be no doubt that, for practical purposes, it is useful to
divide mankind, as it at present exists, into three or even six dif-
ferent races, each presenting peculiar characteristics, which neither
climate nor mode of living apparently ever produces; but though
this is true of the present age of the world, who will undertake to
prove that it was so from the beginning? Is it not possible that
for many generations after his first creation man was more plastic
and more easily affected by climate and the other influences which
at present are nearly inoperative in determining our physical and
mental constitution? If a man by living in central Africa does
not now become a negro, it does not follow that it was always so;
and hence we conceive that the strongly marked differences between
existing races afford no ground for assuming, as many have done,
that these differences have existed from the day of creation, or that
God created not one, but several pairs of human beings.

Another means of furnishing us with some idea of the history
of a nation, in the absence of literary memorials, is to be found in
its architectural remains; for even if they bear no inscriptions, or
such inscriptions as cannot be deciphered and understood, the mere
forms and structure of their houses, temples, tombs, and other
edifices, often reveal to us at least some parts of a nation’s life and
history, and that too sometimes in a more vivid manner than written
records would have done. Hence the mode of life of the Egyptians,
and their ordinary pursuits, were known to the world from their
sculptured monuments, long before the clue to the reading of the
hieroglyphics had been discovered; and the same may still be as-
serted of the Etruscans, whose inscribed monumeunts have not yet
been deciphered.

It must not, however, be supposed that ancient history becomes
authentic and continuous from the moment the art of writing is
discovered and applied to the recording of events, for the earliest
records are lost to us in almost every instance ; and even if they
were extant, they would scarcely furnish more than the skeleton of
bistory. We are therefore dependent upon later writers, who drew
up their accounts by the aid of legends and traditions. The value
of such accounts depends upon a variety of circumstances, and the
historian is obliged to proceed with the utmost caution and wariness
in examining, weighing, and discriminating the authenticity of the
sources from which he derives his information. As a great many
of the historical writings of the ancients have perished, he is often

~
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reduced to the necessity of filling up gaps by combination and con-
jecture, or from analogy. Even at periods about which his sources
of information flow more copiously, he has to contend with diffi-
culties that are unknown to the historian of modern times. Such,
for instance, is the unsettled state of ancient chronology. There
was no chronological era common to all the nations’of antiquity;
every people had its own system ; and while some reckoned by lunar
years, others computed time by solar ones; with one nation, more-
over, the year commenced at one season, while with another its be-
ginning belonged to one quite different. To reduce all these discre-
pancies to one uniform system of chronology is a matter of extreme
difficulty, and we must often be satisfied, after all, with results only
approximating to the truth. We cannot pretend in this work to
enter into a critical examination of this and other knotty points
oconnected with ancient history, but our object will be to give those
results of modern inquiries which in our judgment appear to be
best entitled to our acceptance.

According to the principle that man, and more especially those
political associations of men which we call states, are the proper
subjects of history, all the nations that ever existed during the vast
geriod of antiquity come within the compass of ancient history;

ut the claim they have upon our attention varies according to :{e
degree of civilisation they attained, and the influence they exercised
upon their contemporaries or upon posterity. In a work designed
for the instruction of the young, moreover, it would be out of place
to record all that is known of every state and tribe we meet with in
ancient times. A selection therefore has to be made, and a nation
deserves a more or less prominent place in historyin the proportion
in which it has either promoted or retarded the progress of man-
kind in civilisation. In this view ancient history becomes consi-
derably narrowed ; it must not, however, be imagined that the less
important nations will be passed over altogether; they will receive
their due share of attention, whenever they emecrge from their
obscurity and come in contact with other more influential branches
of the human family. The sacred history of the Jews, however,
or the account of the direct interference of God in the affairs of
the Jewish nation, will be excluded from the present work, partly
because it is, or ought to be, familiar to every one, and partly be-
cause it appears to us to be more adapted for religious than for
historical instruction, being altogether distinct from ordinary poli-
tical history.

There is yet another method by which the domain of ancient
history is sometimes reduced. For there are historians who confine
themselves to the consideration of those nations whose history has
been transmitted to us by the writers of the two classical nations
of antiquity, the Greeks and Romans, and pass over all others

3%
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whose history has become known to us during the middle ages and
in modern times, partly from native records, and partly through
travellers and missionaries. It will be our endeavour in the present
work to set no such limits to our undertaking, but to pass in review
all the great nations of antiquity, from whatever sources our infor-
mation regarding them may be derived, and thus to exhibit before
the young student, in broad outlines, as complete a picture of the
ancient world as can be produced by the extended knowledge of the
present age. Much that it would be interesting to know and to
understand more thoroughly, will still remain obscure, being seen
only through the mist of the many centuries which separate us from
the events presented to our contemplation.

As the development of the human race has, on the whole, fol-
lowed the daily course of the sun, we shall begin with the nations
of eastern Asia, and thence proceed westward till we reach the
shores of the Atlantic, beyond which ancient history does mot
extend.



BOOK 1.

ASIATIC NATIONS.

CHAPTER I.

GEOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF ASIA.— THE EARLIEST BOCIAL AND
POLITICAL FOBMS AMONG ASIATIO NATIONS.

1. Asia is traversed by an immense plateau or high table-land,
intercepted by numerous elevations and depressions of the ground,
and occupying nearly one-half of the continent. This extends from
the Black sea in the West, to the sea of Corea in the East of China,
and consists of two main parts, which may be termed the eastern
(the larger) and the western highlands of Asia. The former did
not become known to the classical nations of antiquity until a very
late period, and the ancients call it Scythia, beyond mount Imaus.
This eastern highland bears throu%}lout an almost uniform charac-
ter, though its chains of mountains have many breaks and interrup-
tions. It is surrounded on all sides by lofty ranges of mountains,
either in such a manner that the enclosed table-land sinks down
towards its centre, from which the mountains gradually rise on all
sides, or the surrounding mountains rise directly from the edge of
the table-land. Tlke former is the case in the north, where mount
Altai forms a kind of circumvallation, while the latter form appears
more in the south, about the Himalayan mountains, the northern
foot of which rises from the very edge of the table-land. These
mountains and highlands were regarded by the earliest inhabitants
of the East as the centre of the earth’s surface, as the habitation of
the gods and of the blessed, where peace, and light, and splendour
reigned for cver, and where war and death were unknown. It is
true, all the countries of Asia are grouped around those highlands
as around a mighty citadel ; but the notion that they were the abode
of happiness appears to have arisen only from the sublime grandeur
of the mountains, for in reality the life of the tribes inhabiting
them was poor and wretched, when compared with that of the nations
occupying the plains, abounding in the most luxurious vegetation
and in all the richest gifts of nature; for the former were for the
most part nomades, that is, tribes wandering with their flocks and
herds over the extensive steppes, sometimes overrunning as con-
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82 ASBIATIC NATIONS.

querors the more fertile countries around their high lands. Their
mode of life, without any towns or fixed habitations, with few wants,
and these easily satisfied, remained the same for ages, and it was
impossible for them to make any considerable progress in civilisation.
Hence they remained far behind the surrounding nations that lived
under more favourable circumstances.

From the central table-land the countries sink down towards the
seas in the most different forms: mighty rivers with numerous
tributaries form extensive water-systems, which are at the same time
the great high roads along which the nations have migrated. The
northern part of Asia, sloping down from the central highlands, the
modern Siberia, does not come into consideration in ancient history,
but the eastern, southern, and western slopes are the scenes of the
manifold struggles and developments of the Asiatic nations, which
will engage our attention. In many of these countries, history,
even in the remotest times, meets with regularly organized states,
sometimes even displaying a splendour and magnificence bordering
upon the fabulous. Wealthy cities with superb temples and palaces
form the centres of civilisation and refinement, and an extensive com-
merce supplies them with the comforts and luxuries, for which the
East has at all times been proverbial. But the very bounties of
nature, which almost dispensed with the labour of man, at the same
time rendered him incapable of vigorous exertion, and checked his
progress, or caused him to sink into listless indolence.

2. All the nations we meet with in ancient history—with the ex-
ception, perhaps, of the Chinese and a few others — belong to one
of two great races, Indo-Geermanic and the Semitic. The languages
of these two races, notwithstanding their almost endless varieties,
prove incontestably that each of them must have descended from
one common root. The Semitic race embraces not only those nations
which, according to the Mosaic account, are descended from Shem,
that is, the Hebrews and Arabs, but all the tribes from the Tigris
to the Mediterranean and the Red sea. It is accordingly encircled
by the far more extensive territories inhabited by branches of the
Indo-Geermanic race, which comprises, in Asia, the Indians and
Pergians, and in Europe, the Greeks, Romans, Celts, Germans,
Slavonians, and Lithuanians. It is owing to this greater extension
of the Indo-Germanic race that the languages spoken by its different
branches differ more widely from one another than those of the
Semitic. For thousands of years these two races have been the
great promoters of civilisation, sometimes the one rising higher in
the scale and sometimes the other. Their characters diverged at a
very early period, but they have nevertheless exercised a consider-
able influence upon each other, and at times have contended with
each other for the sovereignty of the world. The most striking
differences between them may be briefly stated thus: The Semites
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are distinguished for their quick and keen perception, for their bold
and restless spirit of enterprise, for their obstinate perseverance in
the pursuit of their objects, for their spirit of exclusiveness in the
possession of what they have gained, for their strong passions and
sensual propensities, and, above all, for their strong desire to com-
prehend the will of the deity, and their lofty aspirations in religion.
It is owing to this last circumstance that the religious systems
recognising the existence of only one true God, have originated
among Semitic nations. The Indo-Germanic race, embracing a
multitude of nations of different degrees of civilisation and of diffe-
rent capabilities, is not so easily characterised; but still the more
prominent among its branches possess greater clearness and calm-
ness of mind, and greater powers of reflection, than the Semites ;
they exhibit great genius for organisation, and a wonderful capability
for developing the various circumstances in which they are placed,
as well as for literature and the arts, in the last of which the Sx:amites
have always been far behind them. Their minds being very docile
and plastic, they have in later times not only adopted the religious
systems of the Semites, but advanced and developed them so much,
that at present they far surpass their original instructors. The,
have, in fact, developed all that is great and noble in man to suc
a degree, as to outstrip all other races.

3. Many Asiatic nations have, or pretend to have, traditions
about their existence as states, which go back many thousands of
years before the commencement of the Christian era. It need hardly
be remarked that such traditions are of no historical value; the
account now universally adopted in Christendom, and at the same
time the most plausible in itself, is that contained in the Scriptures,
according to which the first pair of human beings was created about
four thousand years before the birth of Christ. It is impossible to
determine the part of Asia where our first parents were placed by
their creator, nor can we trace with any accuracy the gradual in-
crease and extension of our race. All we know is, that in the
course of time men spread from Asia over the two other ancient
continents of Africa and Europe. The Mosaic account divides all
the nations of the earth according to their descent from the three
sons of Noah, viz., Shem, Ham, and Japhet—Shem being described
as the ancestor of the Semitic race, Ham as the father of the Egyp-
tians and Africans, and Japhet as the progenitor of the inhabitants
of Asia Minor and Europe. But we have already observed that
language is the only safe criterion in classifying the different
branches of the human family, and the study of languages, as it
advances, points more and more distinetly to one common stock of
human beings —all physiological differences of races being, in all
probability, the result of accident and of outward circumstances.

4. The character and the institutions, social and political, of the
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Asiatic nations have, on the whole, undergone very few changes,
and their present condition is not very different from what it was
thousands of years ago. All of them reached a certain degree of
civilisation, and it cannot be denied that in some instances very
great progress was made, but none of them ever advanced beyond
a certain point, at which they either remained stationary, or from
which they sank back into a state of semi-barbarism. The causes
of this phenomenon are found partly in the climate of southern
Asia, where the luxurious productiveness of nature supports man
without much exertion on his part, and where the easy mode of
life allowed him to sink into a state of indolence and apathy, which
proved to be the greatest obstacle to a steady and progressive deve-
lopment. Other causes may be found in the social and political
relations of the eastern nations, some of which may be traced again
to climatic influences.

5. Ever since the beginning of the human race, or at least so
far as we can trace its history, the strong has always subdued the
weak, the rich has oppressed the poor, and the cunning has cheated
the simple. He who had the power, claimed the right to rule over
the weaker as his subjects or his slaves ; and this state of inequality
descended from father to sonm, and from generation to generation;
it was regarded even by great philosophers as the natural and legi-
timate state of things. Women, being the weaker sex, were treated
in Asia only as the means of gratifying the passions, and promoting
the comforts of men ; the wife, in her relation to her husband, was
no more than a servant; and the natural consequence was, that a
man took to himself as many such servants as he was able to main-
tain. Polygamy was the natural offshoot of such a degraded view
of the matrimonial relation, in which the husband considered him-
self to have many rights, but no duties. This evil, which has
existed in Asia from time immemorial, and still degrades both sexes
in eastern countries, renders a family life similar to that of Europe
an impossibility ; it destroys the natural relation between parent
and child, and causes that between hushand and wife to be almost
the same as between a master and his slave, which debases both.

6. As a state is only an extended family, it is but natural to ex-
pect, in the larger community, vices and virtues analogous to those
prevailing in the family. Despotism, therefore, is the form of go-
vernment which we have to look for in the East; and it may be
asserted in general, that the despotism exercised by the head of a
state is of a more unmitigated character than that practised by the
head of a family; for in.the latter the members come into closer
and more frequent contact, both with one another and with the
head, and the obedience and kind offices of the one party cannot
fail to draw forth gratitude and affection from the other. In the
state, the despot, living in haughty seclusion from his subjects,
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stands to them in no relation that might develop his better feelings.
Despotism, which, during the historical periods of Eastern history,
is the established form of government, seems nevertheless not to
have been the original one, which must rather have contained ele-
aments of both liberty and servitude. The earliest form of govern-
ment in Asia appears to have been the patriarchal, in which the
head of a family, or of an aggregate of families, that is, a tribe,
exercised the sovereign power. Such a community, proud of its
real or imaginary ancestor or founder, of its deeds of valour, and
other distinctions, might be either extremely exclusive, or might
admit strangers to the same rights and privileges as those enjoyed
by the men boasting one common origin. This form of government
is generally preserved longest among a nomadic people. Such a
people at first scarcely shows any distinction among the parts of
which it is composed. A priestly class may, in some instances,
begin to separate itself from the rest; but the head and centre of
the whole nation is always the chief who has succeeded to those
rights and distinctions which, in the belief of all, belonged to their
first progenitor by the law of nature. Their wandering mode of life
renders it necessary for the nation to be always ready for war, either
to repel aggression, or to conquer new pastures for their herds and
flocks. The personal contact of the patriarchal ruler with his sub-
jects softens his relation to them in a similar manner as that sub-
sisting in a family between the head and the members. A change
takes place, when different tribes join together under one chief, and
this change is most striking when a nomadic tribe succeeds in sub-
duing an agricultural people with fixed habitations. In this case
the conquered are treated at first in a very different way from the
conquerors : the chief treats them as slaves belonging to him by
the right of conquest. If the nomadic tribe settle in the conquered
country, and amalgamate with the original inhabitants, the chief,
in the course of time, assumes the same power and authority over
them as over the subject people ; both become slaves, and despotism
is complete. As the possession of unlimited power, pride, and self-
indulgence, are little calculated to improve and eunoble man,
despotism generally proceeds from bad to worse. The Asiatic nations
have never risen to the idea of political freedom : the man who is a
despot in his domestic circle submits with abject servility to the
.commands and caprices of those whom circumstances have placed
above him.

7. Among all the more important nations of the East, we find a
more or less complete system of castes, whereby the descendants are
bound to follow the same pursuits as their parents. States based
upon the system of castes, are probably of later origin than patriarchal
states, for it may be assumed that the establishment of castes is
always the result of conquest. The classes distinguished for their
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knowledge, for their military prowess, or for wealth, subduing others,
naturally assume higher powers, aud contrive to preserve them for
their descendants. Knowledge and valour naturally gain the ascend-
ancy over a nation in its first stage of development, and hence the
castes of priests and warriors everywhere appear as the first and
most powerful. Wisdom and knowledge are regarded as gifts vouch-
safed by the Deity to his ministers alone; and priests accordingly
are the teachers and advisers not only of the people, but also of the
rulers, over whom their influence is often so great as to eclipse the
power of the military chief— his claims being based on no higher
authority than that of the sword. The military caste, from which
the ruler is generally taken, forms a kind of nobility, which, like
the knights of the middle ages, keeps the rest of the population in
subjection by the constant practice and exercise in arms; they
secure to their descendants the same rights and privileges by early
training and habit. The other castes are always found subordinate
to these two, though among them also there is a gradation of rank
and dignity. It may appear strange and unnatural to us to compel
a son to follow the same trade or profession as his father, as talent
and inclination seem indispensable to success; but we must not
overlook the important influence of early training and habit, which,
even in our own age and country, generally induce the sons of
agriculturists to follow the occupation of their fathers. In the early
ages of the world, the institution of castes may even have been very
beneficial ; but when it becomes an obstacle to the free development
of individual energy, its influence is of a paralysing nature ; and if
it remains unreformed, the state itself decays, or continues a mono-
tonous existence, without progress and without improvement. Even
while in its highest prosperity, the form of government in such a
state is despotic — either the priests exercising an undue influence,
or the military chief ruling unchecked, or at least controlled only
by priestly authority.

Such are the principal forms of government we meet with in the
south and east of Asia, and it is only in the western parts, as we
approach nearer to Europe, that we find any modifications forming a
kind of transition to the freer institutions of European life.

CHAPTER II.
CHINA.
1. CHINA, which forms a vast empire in the east of Asia, consists

of the slopes or terraces from the central highlands of Asia, and of
extensive and fertile lowlands traversed by large rivers and inter-
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sected by an immense number of canals. Its inhabitants, belonging
to the Mongol race, differ from Europeans more widely than any
other civilised nation. They are the only branch of the Mongols
that has attained any considerable degree of civilisation, but their
progress appears to have been checked thousands of years ago, and
ever since that time the nation has been stationary, so that it can
scarcely be said to have any history at all. Even the repeated con-
quests of the country by foreign invaders from the highlands of
Asia have produced no changes, for the conquerors being less
civilised .than the conquered, generally adopted the manners, laws,
and language of the conquered Chinese. This stationary character
of the nation is regarded in China as the only true basis of happi-
ness and civil order, and is for this reason enforced by its rulers.
What has once been established must for ever remain unaltered,
and all education consists in a mere mechanical training to move
within certain fixed forms; and to do nothing but what somebody
else has done before, is considered as a sign of the most consummate
wisdom. The mariner’s compass, gunpowder, and even a kind of
- printing, were invented by the Chinese at a remote period; but
while in European countries these things have been the means of
gigantic progress and reforms, the Chinese have never employed
them to any great practical purpose, nor have they carried them
beyond certain rude and clumsy beginnings. The future destiny
of China, therefore, must be a continuance of its stagnation, unless
the nation be shaken by violent convulsions out of its lethargic
condition.

2. The language of the Chinese is as peculiar as the people them-
selves. Its whole vocabulary cousists of about four hundred and
fifty monosyllabic words, which, being pronounced with different
intonations or accents, produce about one thousand two hundred
and three different words. The consequence of this poverty of the
language is, that many words, though pronounced in the same way,
have very different meanings, which, in some instances, are not fewer
than thirty or forty. The inconveniences and misunderstandings
arising from such a language may easily be imagined. The Chinese
language has in reality no grammar at all; for declensions and con-
jugations, and all the variety of other changes, and the numberless
prefixes and suffixes by which in other languages so many relations
are expressed, are entirely unknown, and the relations of words to
one another are indicated by their position alone. The writing of
the Chinese is not alphabetic, but consists of compound and strangely
formed characters or signs representing words, and their vast num-
ber forms a singular contrast with the poverty of the spoken lan-
guage, for the Chinese dictionaries contain between three and four
thousand different signs or symbols of this kind. There can be no
doubt tl;at originally these signs were of a hieroglyphic or pictorial
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character, and that in the course of time they were so much altered
as to become in the end mere conventional symbols. Only very few
of these signs represent sounds or syllables.

8. This stiffness and want of elasticity in their language have
produced corresponding effects upon the minds of the Chinese, and
have also stamped their character upon their philosophy and religion.
The ancient religion of the Chinese — we are not speaking here of
Buddhism, which was imported at a later period from abroad —was
extremely poor and meagre, and it is said that their language does
not even contain a word or symbol for a spiritual or divine being.
Confuacius (properly Kong-fu-tse), their celebrated philosopher, who
lived about the year B.c. 500, as well as his disciples and followers,
never alluded to the existence of a spiritual being as the creator and
ruler of the universe, whence Confucianism is little better than
Atheism. In his time, it is said, all the relations of social and civil
order were in a state of utter dissolution, and he, by inculcating a
strict and pure system of ethics, endeavoured to restore the morali:,jyl
and happiness of former ages. To this great object he devoted all
the energies of his life; but he did not live to see the fruits of his
labours, for it was not till after his death that his countrymen, ap-
preciating his doctrines, really commenced the work of reform, and
made his ethical system the soul of their social and political life.
This tradition seems to be perfectly correct, and is borne out even
by the present condition of the Chinese people. The moral code
of Confucius teaches the most absolute submission of children to
the will of their parents, of wives to that of their husbands, and
of the whole nation to that of its rulers. The idea of freedom or
of a self-determining will is not recognised at all.

4. But notwithstanding this total absence of freedom and the
gra.lysing influence of the immutable adherence to established

rms and doctrines, there has been, within a limited sphere, a con-
siderable amount of intellectual activity. The literature of the
Chinese is rich, and the industry of their learned men and scholars
ought not to be undervalued, although the intellectual interests of
their country have not been much advanced by them. Poetry in
particular, in which the feelings of men have found an outlet even
among nations far less favourably circumstanced than the Chinese,
has been cultivated to a considerable extent. The novels produced
by the Chinese are distinguished by a certain refinement, but are
only pictures of their own life, whic{l strictly moves in certain pre-
seribed forms. Their lyric poetry is freer and more patural. A
collection of the best literary productions is ascribed to Confucius;
it is related that when he commenced, the work of reforming his
countrymen, he collected in six books every thing that had been
written in earlier ages, and seemed to him suited to assist him in
his endeavours. One of these books, which bear the name of Kings,
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is lost, bat the remaining five are to this day regarded h{)the Chinese

as the canonical and sacred books of their literature. One of them,
called Y-king, contains a kind of symbolic philosophy ; the Chu-king
and Tcheu-tsieou treat of historical and political subjects; the
Li-king of customs and ceremonies, and the Chi-king, lastly, forms
a collection of three hundred and eleven national songs, which Con-
fucius is said to have selected out of three thousand. In the third
century before Christ nearly all the literary treasures of the Chinese
were destroyed by fire, whence the authenticity of those books may
fairly be questioned, though the Chi-king seems to be genuine, a8
lyric poems can be most easily retained and propagated by oral
tradition. These poems, in the opinion of those couversant with
the Chinese language, are full of grace and beauty, and are mostly
expressive of grief and sorrow, a8 if they had been composed at a
time when the natural feelings of the nation began to perceive the
artificial restraint that was beginning to be imposed upon them.

5. The historical literature of China, so far as antiquity is con-
cerned, is extremely meagre, and cannot be regarded as containing
trustworthy records. The Greek and Roman writers furnish us
with no information whatever, unless we suppose, as some have
done, that the Seres, the silk merchants of the ancient world, are
the Chinese. Whatever we know, therefore, about ancient China
is derived from native sources, and from the reports of missionaries
and travellers—the former of which can scarcely be called anthentic,
while the latter are often scanty and incomplete ; for the Chinese
have at all times been extremely vigilant in excluding from their
country all foreigners, who might have gathered information, and
communicated it to Europeans. The Chinese traditions, tracing the
history of the empire back many thousands of years before the
Christian era, state that their ancestors came into the country from
the mountains in the north-west, and, finding it occupied by bar-
barous tribes, gradually extirpated or subdued them; and those
whose lives were spared adopted the customs and language of the
conquerors, and united with them as one nation. But it is admitted
on all hands that the earliest periods of Chinese history are quite
fabulous; and the most ancient dynasty of Chinese sovereigns that
may be looked upon as historical, is that of Hia, which ascended
the throne about the year B.c. 2207. As the art of writing is un-
questionably very ancient in China, it is not impossible that written
records of that remote period may have been preserved; but, in
consequence of the general destruction of Chinese literature, which,
as already mentioned, took place in the third century before Christ,
the historical annals of China which have come down to our time
cannot be accepted as trustworthy records. The account of this
general catastrophe of Chinese literature runs as follows : — Under
the third dynasty, called Cheu, the great chiefs in the various parts
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of the empire made themselves almost independent ; they recognised
the supremacy of the emperor scarcely more than nominally, and
threw the empire into a complete state of anarchy by the incessant
wars among themselves. One of the chiefs, of the house of Zin,
put an end to this state of things by subduing all his rivals, and
usurping the imperial throne itself. The most powerful ruler of
this (the fourth) dynasty was Shi-hoang-ti, who, in order to crush
all attempts of the conquered chiefs to recover their dominions, and
to deprive them of all documentary evidence by which they might
establish their claims, ordered all literary productions of the pre-
ceding dynasties to be burned. After the death of Shi-hoang-ti,
however, about B.0. 200, the house of Zin perished as rapidly as it
had risen, and was succeeded by the dynasty of Han, which, not
"deeming a knowledge of the past dangerous to its own existence,
ordered the books to be restored. Careful inquiries were made after
any remains which might have escaped destruction, and a number
of fragments were brought together. But the most important source
is said to have been the memory of an old man, who pretended to
know by heart all the ancient annals of the empire, and from whose
dictation they were restored. Now, even admitting that originally
the written records went back as far as the twenty-third century B. 0.,
we can hardly conceive that a nation’s history restored in this man-
ner should be authentic and complete. Hence the most competent
Chinese historians assert that the commencement of really trust-
worthy accounts cannot be dated farther back than the eighth century
before the Christian era. But, even subsequent to this latter epoch,
Chinese history is by no means like what we call history in western
Asia or Europe, for we have absolutely nothing but records of ex-
ternal events, consisting of rebellions, usurpations, and changes of
dynasties, tire people itself being treated as an inert mass, which
never comes into consideration. Such a history, which scarcely
deserves the name, presents nothing that is either pleasing or in-
structive; and those who wish to study it must be referred to the
works specially devoted to the elucidation of Chinese bistory.

6. The stationary character of the Chinese nation is mainly owing
to three causes :—1. The obstinacy with which the people cling to
their ancient habits and customs, and repel every attempt at change
or reform; 2. The fact that the empire is separated from the rest
of the world by mountains and seas—a separation which the Chinese
themselves have strengthened by the construction of the celebrated
wall, which runs for about fifteen hundred miles along the northern
frontier of China. It extends over mountains, some of which are
five thousand feet in height, and runs across rivers and valleys. Its
average height i3 twenty feet, and its breadth at the base twenty-
five, and at the top fifteen. The object of this immense rampart,
was to protect the empire against the incursions of the Tartars.
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This end, however, was not always attained, and even the imperisl
family at present reigning in China is of Mauchoo Tartar origin,
and has been on the throne for upwards of two centuries. 3. The
absolute power of the emperor, who is regarded as the representative
of God upon earth, and 1s styled ¢ the Son of Heaven.” He and
his aristocracy of learned men, called Mandarins, treat the great
body of the people 23 imbecile children, and by every means pre-
vent their becoming acquainted with the events that are going on
in the world around them. The experiences of foreign nations,
therefore, are shut out from the Chinese, and notwithstanding their
astonighing skill in some of the mechanical arts and manufactures,
they have in general always been far behind the western nations.
Their form of government is a kind of patriarchal despotism. Agri-
culture, the most ancient and most honoured occupation, is under
the special patronage of the emperor, who at a stated period in

_every year performs the ceremony of ploughing a few furrows ; and
the empress encourages the manufacture of silk, by planting every
year with her own hands a few mulberry trees. Events are going
on at this moment within the celestial empire, which may possibly
break the fetters that have compelled the Chinese for thousands of
years to walk like children in leading-strings, and throw down the
barriers which have so long isolated their country from the rest of
the world, and prevented it from accepting a healthier civilisation.

e CHAPTER III.

INDIA.

1. India, the easternmost country of Asia known to the ancients,
is bounded on the north by the gigantic chain of the Himalaya
mountains, on the south of which it extends in the form of two
peninsulas. The western is now called Hindostan, and the eastern
Further India, or sometimes India beyond the Ganges. The western
peninsula is divided into two almost equal parts by a range of
mountains running from east to west. The part on the north of
these mountains is the real continental Hindostan, and that on the
south was formerly called Deccan. The central part of the northern
division contains extensive low lands, which are richly watered by
the great rivers Indus and Ganges, and their numerous tributaries.
The eastern coast of the peninsula is mostly flat, while the northern
and western parts are mountainous, and in some districts form high
table-lands. This great variety in the aspects of the country, in its

4%
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elevations and depressions, produces the greatest climatic differences;
for while the plains and valleys are in every respect tropical coun-
tries, and while the mountainous parts are during the greater portion
of the year free from excessive heat, the highest mountains display
the phenomena of the polar regions, and the lower parts have all the
characteristics of the temperate zones. Hence India within its whole
extent, from the Himalaya mountains to its southernmost points,
presents a variety of climate and productions, such as no other
country in the world can boast of.

2. The variety of the inhabitants of India is almost equally great.
We call the people of India Indians or Hindoos —a name which
the Greeks derived from the Persians, and which has thence passed
into modern languages; but the aucient native appellation was
Arya, that is “ honourable men,” the name assumed by the three
higher castes of Indians, to distinguish themselves, as the observers
of the sacred laws, from the Mlekha, that is, barbarians, or despisers
of the law. Although the complexion of the higher Indian castes
is darker than that of their northern neighbours, still they belong
to the same Caucasian race, and form the easternmost branch of the
great Indo-Germanic family of nations. Their neighbours in the
north-west are nearest akin to the Arya in language, and in fact called
themselves by the same name. This strong resemblance between
the two nations may be either purely geographical, as they inhabit
contiguous countries, or it is a proof that their separation from each
other is more recent than that of the other branches of the same
stock. As all of them must have had one common origin and
country, the question presents itself, whether Hindostan itself can
have been that country. It seems elear that theirfommon home
must have been a country from which they could spread in different
directions, for which Hindostar was ill saited; but it is both inti-
mated by tradition, and also highly probable in itself, that the
original country of Indo-Germanic race was the mountainous district
in the north and north-west of India. From that district the
Indians seem to have migrated southward through the Punjaub, and
thus to have spread over the peninsula, while other branches moved
to the north and west. These immigrants, no doubt, found an
earlier race established in India, and remnants of such a race may
still be traced in the southern parts. The physiognomy of these
latter resembles that of the Caucasian race, but their complexion is
darker, and their language is altogether different. Hence it may
be assumed that they belong to another stock of nations: they

some features resembling thosc of the negroes of Africa.

8. This invading race of the Arya, being possessed of great
natural talents and a fine mental organisation, has developed a very
remarkable and peculiar civilisation, which, long before Greece
reached its intellectual supremacy, displayed a variety, extent, and
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refinement,  never attained, either before or after, by any other
Asiatic nation. Their intellectual activity was not limited in its
effects and influences to India itself, but even China, otherwise so
impatient and jealous of foreign influence, received the religion of
the majority of its inhabitants from India. The Indians never
appear as conquerors, nor do we hear of any great emigrations, by
which Indian civilisation might have been diffused over other
countries; but there are nevertheless traces of Indian colonies in
the eastern parts of Asia, and Indian settlers are said to have intro-
duced into the island of Java their religion, their laws, manners,
arts, and sciences. Notwithstanding all this, it must be owned that
the influence exercised by India upon the other Asiatic nations
has been comparatively small. In regard to commerce, however,
India occupies the foremost rank among the eastern nations — not
that her merchants travelled much to foreign countries to dispose of
their goods, but, as a general rule, the merchants from western Asia
fetched the products of India, and sold them to their own countrymen
or among Europeans. The commerce of the Indians consisted almost
exclusively in exporting the treasures in which India abounded, or
which their own industry produced. The wealth and productiveness
of the country allowed very little scope for importation from abroad.
‘What was obtained from India was not so much a supply of the
actual necessaries of life, as of objects of splendour and luxury,
such as pearls, precious stones, ivory, cotton and silk stuffs, spices,
and incense. As regards silk, the general opinion is that it was
only woven in India, the material itself being imported from China;
but there are good reasons for assuming that the breeding of the
silk-worm is-very ancient in India, and that it was introduced there
from China at a very remote period. Our accounts of the ancient
commerce of India are very fragmentary and obscure, because the
goods exported from it had to pass through many hands before they
reached the nations of western Asia and Europe; and the most
extravagant notions became current in western countries of the
extraordinary wealth of India. Our present knowledge of the
ancient language of India has somewhat dispelled these notions, and
furnished more correct information about Indian commerce. Goods
exported from a country generally carry their native appellations
with them, and the names of very many articles, originally brought
from India, still retain their Indian names, which have been adopted
into the languages of Kurope, for instance, tin, pepper, opal, eme-
rald, and many others.

4. Formerly our information about ancient India was derived
solely from the Greeks, who, although the country was not unknown
to them before, and was even connected with some of their mythical
legends, yet did not possess any authentic information about it until
the time of Alexander the Great, who conquered a portion of it, and
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made his countrymen and the inquisitive Grecks acquainted with
the land, about which, until then, only vague and fabulous reports
had been current in the west. But as the occupation of India by
the Greeco-Macedonians was not of long duration, the information
derivable from Greek writers is very scanty and defective, when
compared with that which has been gained within the last sixty or
seventy years from the study of the native literature of India, and
from a comparison of its language with those of the principal nations
of Europe, the radical identity of which was unknown until, towards
the end of last century, the English, and especially Sir W. Jones,
directed the attention of the learned to it. The language, poetry,
and philosophy of the ancient Indians have since that time been
subjects of deep and extensive study, and have laid open to us trea-
sures of an intellectual activity in India, of which previously no one
had any idea. In addition to these literary remains, temples,
sculptures, ruins of cities, inscriptions, coin, and other monuments
of very ancient date, enable us to form tolerably correct notions of
what ancient India once was. A comparison of what we know of
modern India with what has been transwitted to us by the ancient
Greeks, seems to show, that in the days of Alexander the Great, it
was nearly in the same condition in which it was found in modern
times by the first Europeans who visited the country. Hence it is
clear that the Indians, though superior in intellect and in the variety
and depth of their culture, yet, like other Asiatic nations, were
checked in their career at a certain point, beyond which, on the
whole, they did not advance.

5. But the historical information derived from the writings of
the Indians themselves is likewise very unsatisfactory; for they hud
scarcely any historical literature at all, and in regard to chronology
there are scarcely even two or three points in their ancient history
that can be fixed with any precision. Their traditions were em-
bodied in epic poems, which, though we must suppose them to have

. some historical basis, yet are so full of fanciful and fantastie occur-
rences, that it is far more difficult to discover the historical kernel
than in the epic poetry of any other nation. Those poems, more-
over, have not come down to us in their original form, but with
numerous alterations and interpolations. The period of epic poetry
was not followed in India, as it was in Greece, by one of plain his-
torical narrative, which in fact appears to have had no interest for .
the imaginative and fanciful Indian. All the historical information},
transmitted to us by the Indians themselves is limited to a few dry
lists of kings, and even these are anything but authentic. They
carry us back as far as the fourteenth century before Christ, whence
we may assume, that that time forms a kind of beginning of the
historical period. The appearance of Alexander in India is inte-
resting, for his historians mention the names of Indian rulers whose

\
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chronology is thereby fixed beyond all doubt. About B.0 56, we
hear of a mighty Indian king called Vicramaditya, whose victory
over the Sacaé forms an era which was adopted by the Indians
themselves. But these few events neither throw ang great light
upon the internal relations of India, nor serve as a thread for the
subsequent history. The introduction of Buddhism fortunately
forms another chronological era, about which there is no doubt;
bat we must defer our account of it until we come to discuss the
religion of the Indians. Under these circumstances, our historical
knowledge is, on the whole, limited to the social, political, and
religious condition of the country, though even here we have no
guides to show us the modes of development. All we can say, is
that, in the time of Alexander, Indian civilisation had reached a
high state of perfection, that this development had commenced
about a thousand years before him, and that it continued to bear
good fruit for about a thousand years longer, but that then it began
to decay. +

6. In the time of Alexander the Great, we find India broken up
into a number of larger and smaller principalities, which were quite
independent of one another; and it appears that, previously to its
conquest by foreign invaders, it was never united as one empire.
The system of castes has at all times been the foundation of all the
political and social institutions of India, and nowhere is it so deeply
rooted in the minds of the people, and nowhere, perhaps, has it
been so fully developed ; for the Indians not only regard the sepa-
ration into castes as the grand distinction between themselves and
the Mlekhas, but trace its origin to the very creation of the human
race. The institution itself is founded in India, as everywhere else,
upon conquest. Throughout India the three higher castes are dis-
tinguished to this day from the lower ones by a lighter complexion
and handsomer features, and these higher castes are none other than
the Arya, who, as we have already mentioned, at a remote period
invaded and conquered India from the north. The four chief castes.
of the Indians are—1. The priests or Brahmins; 2. The warriors
or Kshatriyas; 8. The tradesmen or Vaisyas; and 4. The servants
or Sudras. Mythology describes the Brahmins as proceeding from
the mouth of the supreme god Brahma, the warriors as baving sprung
from bis arms, the tradesmen as having arisen out of his loins, and
the servants from his feet.

7. The Brahmins have always been the first and most influential
caste, and were not only the founders of the intellectual culture and
peculiarities of the Indians, but always concentrated in their own
body all the intellectual life of the nation. Whatever was opposed
to them and their institutions was cast out, or, if successful in main-
taining itself, contributed to the decay of: the national character.
The law always demanded of the Brahmins to lead a pure and holy
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life, often to pray and fast, to kill no living being, to take no animal
food except what came from sacrifices, to devote themselves to the
service of the gods, scrupulously to observe a vast number of cere-
monies, to study the sacred books, and to expound their contents
to the members of the second and third castes. In compensation
for these numerous and wearisome duties, they enjoyed many and
great privileges, and the other castes were enjoined to show them
the profoundest reverence and submission. The person of a Brah-
min was regarded as sacred and inviolable, and even if he were
convicted of a great crime, he could not be put to death, and all
that the king would be entitled to do in such a case would be to
banish him from his dominions. The lands of the Brahmins were
exempt from taxes. Their priestly character alone would have
secured to them a high position in the state; but as they were at
the same time regarded as the sole depositaries of all human wisdom,
they were also the recognised teachers, physicians, and lawyers of
the nation, and the advisers and ministers of the kings.

8. The kings were and still are chosen solely from the military
caste or the Kshatriyas, and although they were regarded as the
chiefs of the nation, yet they ranked below the Brahmins, who
would have thought it degrading to themselves to give a daughter
in marriage to a king, or even to dine with him at the same table.
The Brahmins being the framers of the law, prescribed to the kings
their duties, and the manner in which they had to govern their
dominions, enjoining them to take their highest officers and coun-
cillors from among the Brahmins. The king is directed to select
from this caste the wisest man, to cntrust to him the most important
state business, and to employ him in carrying into effect all mea-
sures of consequence. These regulations show that the fundamental
principle of the Indian state was of a theocratic nature. Rulers
of great energy and power would sometimes break through these
priestly restraints, but they never produced any permanent change,
and Brahminism has for thousands of years been the foundation of
all the political institutions of India. The power of the kings,
however, was nevertheless very great, for they were regarded as the
sole proprietors of the soil, and the cultivators occupied the land
only as tenants, who had to pay a certain proportion of the produce
to the king. But his government interfered very little in local
matters, so that each town or village formed to some extent an inde-
pendent community.

9. The two castes of priests and soldiers were indeed separated
from the lower ones by a great interval, but the first three are
nevertheless treated as belonging to one another, and as far superior
to the fourth. The first three were styled ¢ the regenerate,” and
in consequence of this the Sudras, or fourth caste, were forbidden
to read the sacred books, or to be present when their contents weére

-
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expounded. These four castes themselves, however, were subdivided
into a great variety of classes, differing in dignity, rights, and privi-
leges, which were transmitted by a father to his children, only by
means of his marrying a woman of the same caste to which he
himeelf belonged; and as polygamy is established in India as in
other Asiatic countries, the degrading position of woman is some-
what diminished by the fact of her sharing in the rights of her
husband. But mixed marriages were nevertheless of frequent
occurrence, and as the offspring of such marriages were always
regarded as deteriorated in some way or another, a number of mixed
castes were gradually formed, which are said to amount to thirty-six,
and to each of which a special trade or occupation is assigned. The
lowest and most despised of all the castes were the Chandalas, who
are best known in our days under the name of Pariahs. They were
not allowed to live in towns or villages, or even in their vicinity;
whatever they had touched was regarded as unclean, and even to
see them was thought to have a polluting effect. When they were
seen on the high roads while a Brahmin or merely his suite was
passing, they were hunted and killed like wild beasts. The conse-
quence of this was that the Pariahs were a sort of wild and filthy
race, living by robbery and plunder. They, like some of the other
despised castes of India, seem in fact to be a distinct race, rather
than a mere caste, and their condition probably originated in con-
quest, like that of the Helots in Laconia. The moral effects of this
system of castes, which in modern times has lost somewhat of its
ancient rigour, are of a most deplorable kind ; it has been said that
the very idea of humanity does not exist among the Indians, and
that they know of no other duties than those of their castes. But
still no fetters can be so strong as to prevent the true feeling of
humanity from bursting forth occesionally, and Indian poetry in
icular often presents to us the noblest feelings of human nature
in all their beauty and loveliness. Even the separation of castes
was not always observed in practical life with the strictness enjoined
by law ; for if, for example, a Brahmin was unable to gain the means
of living by the discharge of his proper duties, he might serve as a
soldier, and carry on agriculture or commerce without losing his
dignity as a Brahmin. Cases of this kind still frequently occur.
10. Although it is manifest that such institutions as these must
exercise a paralysing influence ugon the development of the human
mind, still it cannot be denied that there must have been a time, in
Tndian history when those institutions tended to raise and elevate,
if not the whole nation, at least certain classes of it. This is most
strikingly obvious in the literature, the language, and science of the
Hindoos. The Sanscrit, their ancient and sacred language, in which
their greatest works are written, is one of the richest, the most
euphonious, and the most generally perfect that have ever been
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spoken by man. The most ancient works written in this language
are the Vedas and the laws of Manu, in which, at the same time,
we find the earliest form of the Indian religion. In them we meet
with the idea of one uncreated supreme being, existing from all
eternity and of himself, comprehending and pervading the universe
as its soul. From him, who is himself incompreheunsible and invi-
sible, all visible things have emanated ; hence the universe is nothing
but the unfolding of the divine being, who is reflected in the whole
as well as in every individual creature. This original and simple
notion of one supreme being was changed in the course of time into
polytheism, of which in fact traces appear even in the Vedas them-
selves. The stars, the elements, and all the powers of natare were
conceived as different divine beings that had emanated from the
one supreme God. Even in the work of creation a plurality of gods
was believed to have been engaged. Brahma, himself created by
the first invisible cause, and assisted by the Pradshapatis (the lords
of creation), called into being all the various living creatures. Na-
ture after its creation is conceived to be under the special guardian-
ship of eight spirits or gods of secondary rank, among whom Varuna

resides over the sea, Pavana over the winds, Yama over justice,
iompala.s over the world, Indra over the atmosphere, and Surya
over the sun. Numberless spirits of an inferior order are subject
to these, and are diffused throughout nature, while the divine sub-
stance pervades all living beings from Brahma down to the lowest
animals and plants. Within this endless variety of beings the souls
of men were believed to migrate, entering after the death of man
either into beings of a higher or a lower order, according to the
degree in which they had become purified in passing through their
previous state of existence. This doctrine of the migration of souls,
which we meet with in other countries also, probably originated in
India, where it was carried out to its full extent. By way of illus-
tration we may state that, according to the common belief, the soul
of a disciple of a Brahmin blaming his master, passed, after his
death, into the body of an ass; if he calumniated his master, into
that of a dog; if he robbed him, into that of a little worm; and
if be envied him, into an insect. This belief led the Indians care-
fully to avoid killing or injuring: any living being; while, on the
other hand, they did not scruple to treat a Pariah with inhuman
cruelty, because his very condition was regarded as a well-deserved
punishment for his transgressions during a previous existence. It
must however not be forgotten that this belief acted as a powerful
stimulus to strive after moral purity and goodness, inasmuch as it
created the notion that by self-denial, self-control, a knowledge of
the sacred books, and a conscientious observance of the rules con-
tained therein, the soul of man might return to God, and become
worthy of his presence. In all these things, however, the object
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was to make man conform to certain mechanical rules, rather than
to make him strive after real purity of heart.

11. A somewhat different phasis of the Indian religion appears
in the national epics, in which the gods are described as having
descended to earth, and as taking part in the concerns of men. At
this stage the gods appear as real personifications with definite
forms; their images are set up in temples and worshipped, and the
pure idea of one supreme and invisible god reappears under the
name of Brahma (of the neuter-gender), who manifests himself in
three divine capacities, bearing the names Brahma (masculine), the
creator and lord of the universe; Vishnu, the preserver, and Siva,
the destroyer. Vishnu is said to have come into the world in a
variety of forms to save it from the inflience of evil powers, to
punish vice, and to maintain order and justice. These numerous
incarnations of the god furnish rich materials for a strange and
fantastic mythology. Siva is conceived as destroying all finite
things ; but as death is only a transition to a new form of life, he
was also worshipped as the god of creative power, whence he is the
representative of ever decaying and reviving nature. The number
of subordinate divinities also increases, and they assume more
definite forms. The earth itself is conceived as inhabited by hosts
of spirits dwelling in mountains, rivers, brooks, and groves ; animals
and plants even are worshipped as embodiments ogrgivine powers
and properties. This vast mythology, which subsequently became
the popular religion of India, may be gathered from the works
called Puranas, which occupy a middle character between epic and
didactic poetry. They seem to be a compilation from earlier poems,
and to have. been made at the time when the Indians began to be
divided into sects, that is, at the time when the gods of the Trimurti
began to be no longer regarded as subordinate to the one great
original god, called Para-Brahma, but when one of the three was
himself worshipped as the supreme god. For the sectarian divisions
consisted in this, that some portion of the people worshipped one
of the three gods—the Trimurti—more particularly as the supreme
being, while the two othiers enjoyed less honour; and the priests,
with their votaries of one member of the Trimurti, persecuted the
worshippers of either of the other two members with obstinacy and
relentless fury. At first Brahma seems to have had his separate
worshippers, though no temples or images were erected to him, for
idolatry was then still unknown. Afterwards there followed the
separate worship of Vishnu, and last that of Siva and other gods.
In the end, the worshippers of Vishnu and Siva gained the upper
hand, and pure Brahminism was suppressed. .

12. In the sixth century before Christ' a new religion arose in

* The Cingalese chronology assigns the origin of Buddhism to the year
B. C. 55256 and others to B. 0. 6543, while the Chinese place it in 3, 0. 860,
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Todia in the midst of Brahminism. It was and still is called Budd-
bism, from Buddha its founder, who came forward as the reformer
of Brahminism. The changes which he effected, and the struggles
_ to which they gave rise, form a most important epoch in the affairs
of India. The history of this remarkable religious reformer is in-
volved in great obscurity, partly because it was written by his
disciples in a legendary form, with additions and embellishments,
and partly because, until recently, it was known only from the works
of non-Indian followers of Buddha, such as the Tibetans, Chinese,
and Mongols, while the most authentic or Sanscrit authorities have
scarcely yet been thoroughly examined. These Sanscrit works are
considerable in number, and are divided into three classes, the first
of which consists of discourses and conversations of Buddha; the
second of rules of discipline; and the third of metaphysical specu-
lations. According to the common legends about the origin of
Buddha, his real name was Sakyamuni or Gautama. He was the
son of a powerful prince, and the most handsome of all men. Even
at his birth he was surrounded by spirits, who continued to watch
over him throughout his life. The fourfold miseries of mankind,
viz., the pains of child-birth, disease, old age, and death, affected
and saddened him so much, that he resolved to renounce all the
mp and luxury of his high station, and to lead the life of a humble
ermit. After having spent a period of six years in this way, he
returned among men, and began to preach to them the necessity of
despising the pleasures of this world, and of subduing every selfish
feeling. He himself practised these virtues to such a degree, that
he became a superior being — Buddha, that is, an immortal. As
such, he was believed, after his earthly death, to rule over the
world for a period of five thousand years, at the expiration of which
he was to be succeeded by another Buddha, as he himself had been
preceded by four or six other Buddhas. The saints who by their
merits ranked nearest to Buddha himself, and who might become
his successors, were called Bodhisattvas. According to this doctrine,
then, the highest power in the spiritual, as well as the material
world, belongs to deified men, and most of the Buddhists (for this
religion is likewise divided into several sects) do not recognise one
eternal divine creator and ruler of the world, but believe that all
things have come, and are still coming into existence, by some in-
scrutable law of necessity, and by an unceasing process of change.
Only one of these sects worships one supreme god, under the name
“of Adi-Buddha. But the non-existence of such a being had been
asserted even before the time of Sakyamuni by certain Indian
hilosophers, from whom he appears to have borrowed the idea.
e did not indeed impugn the existence of Brahma and the
numerous other divinities, E:t he taught that the power of Buddha
was greater than theirs. In other respects he retained the dootrines
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of Brahminism, as, for instance, that about the migration of souls.
Rewards and punishments, according to him, were not eternal ; but
he taught that the man raised by his virtues to the rank of a god,
as well as the condemned, was subject to an immutable law of
change, and that both must return to this earth to pass through
fresh trials and a fresh succession of changes. The highest happi-
ness, in his opinion, was to escape from this eternal change of
coming into being and dying; whence he held out to the faithful
and the good the hope that in the end they would become a Nirwana,
that is, that they would enter a state of almost entire annihilation.
This state of supreme happiness is conceived differently by the
different sects of Buddhists, but in the main idea all agree.

138. The objects which Bakyamuni himself had in view were far
removed from those metaphysical speculations on which, at a later
time, his followers became divided into seets. His own doctrines,
though intimately connected with his philosophical views, were
essentially practical, for he maintained that there were six cardinal
virtues, by means of which man might attain the condition of
Nirwana, viz., almsgiving, pure morality, knowledge, energy in
action, patience, and goodwill towards his fellow-men. The funda-
mental principle of Buddhism, therefore, is essentially of an ethical
nature, and the advantages which such a system, notwithstanding
its atheistical character, seemed to afford, were so great, that it
could not but attract great attention at a time when Brahminism,
though still intellectually at its height, had sunk very low in a moral
point of view. Religion, in the hands of the Brahmins, had become
a mere mechanical observance of ill-understood ceremonies, for which
Sakyamuni wished to substitute a truly pious life ; at the same time
he endeavoured to put an end to the haughty and domineering spirit
of the priests. He accordingly denied the unconditional authority
of the Vedas, and it was formerly believed that he had even con-
demned the whole system of castes; but although this latter belief
is erroneous, still it is evident that, a pious and virtuous life being
made the sole condition of eternal happiness, virtually the division
into castes was mot recognised, though they continued to exist as
corporations of different occupations and trades, or as political bodies.
The Brahmins alone, as a privileged class, were not only not recog-
nised, but vehemently opposed. This open rupture between the
old and new religion, however, was not produced at once, for Sakya-
muni himself did not aim at destroying what he found, but only
wanted to bring about a peaceful reform within the established
religion, and to inculeate the necessity of a really pious life. His
own personal influence, his discourses, and his austerity produced a
great effect, and disciples gathered around him from all classes,
even from the Brahminical caste. Afterwards, however, the Brah-
mins began to persecute the ascetic Buddhists, at first from envy
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and' jealousy, and aflerwards from a fear lest the new sect should
ultimately overthrow all the religious and political institutions of
the country. But the greater the opposition, the greater was the
success of the new religion; the lower castes in particular, feeling
themselves elevated by the new doctrines, seized with eagerness the
opportunity of getting rid of fetters which had hitherto constrained
them ; and the teaching, addressed as it was to all the people with-
out distinction, produced astonishing effects. The Sudras felt called
upon to embrace the new doctrines, and to become members of the
community of saints; and even many of the Kshatriyas, impatient
of the priestly arrogance of the Brahmins, adopted them. In the
end, kings also joined the reformers, and gave a character to the
new religion. About the middle of the third century before Christ,
we meet with a king Agoka, a grandson of Chandragupta, who ruled
over nearly the whole of India, and was devotedly attached to the
doctrines of Buddhism, without, however, persecuting the still
numerous adherents of Brahminism. He not only erected numer-
ous Buddha temples, but strove himself to live entirely in accord-
ance with the ethical precepts of the new religion, practising the
virtues of general benevolence and kindness to all men. He
abolished capital punishment throughout his extensive empire,
erected everywhere hospitals for the sick, and made roads shaded
by trees and provided with wells at certain intervals. He not only
established and extended Buddhism in his own dominions, but even
sent missionaries into foreign countries. The progress of the new
religion was thus immense, but very little is known about the
struggles it had to maintain in India with its great and powerful
rival. All we know is, that the Brahmins continued to exert them-
selves in maintaining their own religion, and that, after a few cen-
turies, a mighty reaction took place, in which the exasperated
Brahmins succeeded in rousing their followers to a desperate and
bloody contest with their opponents. These struggles, which appear
to have lasted from the third to the seventh century of our era,
terminated in the defeat of Buddhism, which was almost entirely
exterminated in the western peninsula. After the expulsion of the
Buddhists, however, a sect of them called Yainas still maintained
itself, rejecting the authority of the Vedas, and worshipping deified
men. But Buddhism had long before spread beyond the borders
of western India, and had been adopted by numerous other Asiatic
nations. In the third century before Christ, it was introduced into
Ceylon, whence it spread over nearly all the Indian islands, and
over a great part of further India, Tibet, and China, in the last of
which countries it took root as early as the first century after Christ,
under the name of the religion of Fo or Foé, which is the Chinese
name for Buddha. It was especially the lower classes among the
Chinese that eagerly took up the new religion, and to this day
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Buddhism is the religion of the majority of the Chinese people.
Altogether, this religion is the most widely-spread in the world,
extending from the Todus to J apan, and counting about two hun-
dred millions of adherents. +
14. The astonishing success of so singular a religious system is
certainly one of the most remarkable phenomena in the history of
Asiatic civilisation. It has undergone various changes in the coun-
tries into which it was introduced, but its most essential points
everywhere are traceable to its Indian origin. Buddhism had at
first combated the existence of a privileged class of priests, but in
its turn it was obliged itself, for the purpose of self-preservation, to
institute an order of priesthood. The elements of it lay in the
nature of Buddhism itself, which regarded an ascetic life as the
holiest that a man could lead. Sakyamuni himself had raised those
of his followers who chose an ascetic life, by a kind of consecration,
to the rank of Sramanas, which we may interpret by the term
¢ mendicant friars,”” for they were obliged to vow to spend their
lives in celibacy, and to support themselves solely by alms. These
Sramanas formed the retinue of Sakyamuni as long as he was alive,
and even those who lived in the wilds and solitudes sometimes
gathered around him to listen to his discourses. These monks, in
the course of time, began to congregate in separate buildings, and
thus formed convents, which, by the liberality of their adherents,
acquired great wealth, and were placed under strict regulations
regarding dress, food, the mode of admission, and the like. These
priests differed essentially from the Brahmins by their ascetic mode
of life in convents, and by their celibacy. The worship of this new
religion was at first very simple. Bloody sacrifices were unknown,
because it was unlawful to kill any living being, and because the
religion recognised no god to whom sacrifices might be offered.
Buddha alone was worshipped, and that in two ways, divine honours
being paid to his images and to the remains of his body, the latter
of which were preserved in eight metal boxes, deposited in as many
sacred buildings or temples. Buildings containing remains of
Buddha himself or of distinguished persons who had supported his
doctrines, were afterwards greatly multiplied. The Brahmins, in a
similar manner, raised vast monuments over the remains of illus-
trious men, but never paid them any divine honours. Such
Buddhist mausoleums are found in great numbers in those countries
where this religion is or once was established, especially in Ceylon,
where they are called Dagops. In Afghanistan, on the north-west
of the Indus, many such monuments of great interest have been
discovered in modern times, and are popularly known under the
name of Topes. They are all built in the form of cupolas with a
few small chambers in the interior. Many of them have been
5*
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opened, and a great number of objects of value, offered by pilerims,
have been found in them.

- 15. Buddhism, though originating in an opposition to the abuses
of Brahminism, degenerated in the course of time into something
which is probably far worse than Brahminism. Its dogmas have
become wild and fantastic, its form of worship is an empty system
of pomps and ceremonies, and its ascetic priests are described as
forming a most domineering hierarchy, so that in all Buddhist
countries there exists a most marked distinction between the priests
and the laity. The priests still live in convents, which are at the
same time the schools for the young, and the greatest veneration is
paid to them by the people; but they are at the same time bound
to strict obedience towards their ecclesiastical superiors. Nowhere
is the Buddhist hierarchy so fully and so perfectly organised as in
Tibet, where nearly half the population cousists of priests, who,
together with all the rest of the people, recognise a sort of Pope,
styled Dalai Lama, as their head. He is regarded as the living
embodiment of a Bodhisattva, whose soul, at the death of the indi-
vidual in whom it has existed, always migrates into the body of his
successor. Many of the institutions and ceremonies of Buddhism
have so striking a resemblance with those of the Roman Catholic
religion, that it was at one time believed that Christianity had exer-
cised great influence upon Buddhism ; but subsequent investigations
have shown that the eastern institutions are more ancient than
Christianity, and that in all probability Buddhism and Roman
Catholicism have arrived at the same results independently of each
other. Under such circumstances, the expulsion of Buddhism
from India has not been a misfortune, for its purer ethics gave way
at an early period to a pompous and wearisome ceremonial, and its
influence upon intellectual and literary culture was anything but
beneficial. In India, all intellectual pursuits have ever been con-
nected with Brahminism, as is clear from the devclopment of its
literature. The Buddhists had indeed a literature, but it was sub-
servient only to the transmission of its doctrines, whereas the
national or Brahminical literature embraces all the relations and
manifestations of human life, and is deserving of the most careful
study.

1({ The Vedas, as was remarked above, are the most ancient
monuments of the Sanscrit or Brahminical literature, and were,
according to tradition, communicated to men by Brahma himself.
They were then handed down by oral traditiou, until a wise man
of the name of Vyasa (the collec'or) put them together in their
present order, and divided them into four great parts, each of which
18 subdivided into two sections, of which the first contains prayers,
hymns, and invocations, and the second rules about religious duties
and theologico-philosophical doctrines. Some few of the pieces
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constituting the Vedas are evidently later interpolations, but the
genuine parts cannot belong to a more recent date than the tenth
century before Christ In Sakyamuni’s time, they were revered as
ancient works, and there can be little doubt that the most ancient
parts were composed as early as the year B.c. 1400. The book
next in importance consists of the laws of Manu, which was like-
wise believed to be divinely inspired ; for Brahma was said to have
communicated them to his grandson, Manu, the first mortal. The
laws contained in this book are intended as a basis for all the poli-
tical, religious, and social relations of life. It begins with the
creation of the world, and treats of education, marriage, domestic
and religious duties, of government, the civil and penal law, of
castes, repentance, the migration of souls, and the blessings of the
future life. The age of this work is in all probability much more
recent than that of the Vedas, notwithstanding the tradition, and
much also is traceable to subsequent compilers; but although des-
potism and priestly rule, as well as a great number of petty and
childish ceremonies, form the main substance of the work, yet the
whole is pervaded by a spirit of profound piety and benevolence
towards man and all living creatures. The great epic poems, the
Ramayana and Mahabharata, are likewise believed to be of divine
origin; they celebrate the heroes who lived and acted at the time
when the gods used to come down upou earth and take a part in
the affairs of men. The Ramayana describes the deeds and exploits
of Rama, the seventh incarnation of Vishou, and its historical sub-
stratum is, perbaps, the first attempt of the Arya to extend their
dominion in the south. The main subject of the Mahabharata is
the struggle between Pandava and Kaurava, two royal and heroic
families; gods, heroes, and giants here appear in arms against one
another; all the members of the two princely houses perish in a
frightful manner, with the exception of one of the Pandava, who
is miraculously recalled to life. This poem holds a middle place
between real mythology and historical tradition. Both these poems
are of more recent date than the Vedas, but it is generally supposed
that they are more ancient than the institution of Buddhism.
Their authors were Brahmins, and although they were composed
chiefly for the edification of the warrior-caste, yet the lower caste
of the Sudras were not only not excluded from reading them, but
were even encouraged to study them as a means of ennobling and
improving themselves. The cultivation of dramatic poetry belongs
to a much later period, and the most celebrated dramatic poet was
Kalidasa, who is said to have lived at the court of King Vikrama-
ditya, a great patron of men of talent and genius, who appears to
have reigned about the time of the birth of Christ. Kalidasa’s
drama, entitled Sakontala, was the first that was made known in
Europe towards the end of last century, wheu its novelty, beauty,
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and singular character created general admiration. What is most
striking in this and other poetical productions of India, is the deli-
cacy of feeling and the relations of man to nature, which are of the
tenderest and most loving kind; but they nevertheless cannot be
measured by the European standard, for the Indians have little taste
for the reality of things and for simple beauty, whence their heroes
and heroines have no definite forms, but are evanescent and sur-
rounded by a fantastic mistiness. And this is probably the reason
why the Indians are little fitted for historical composition.

17. There can scarcely be a doubt that speculative philosophy
was cultivated by the Indians before all other nations, and with
them, as with some others, it first appears in the garb of poetry.
The epic Mahabharata contains a very remarkable episode called
Bhagavad Gita, in which the hero Ardshuna and the god Krishna
enter into a speculative conversation which may be said to contain
the elements of a complete system of philosophy. But in India we
meet with the same phenomenon as in other countries, in which
speculative philosophy has been pursued with vigour; different
systems of philosophy, starting from different premises, were deve-
loped, and combated one another. Some of them were regarded as
orthodox, because their doctrines agreed with those of the Vedas;
others were treated as heretical, because they were irreconcilable
with the teaching of the Vedas, or had an atheistic tendency. It
was one of these latter systems that was adopted by Sakyamuni,
when he rejected the authority of the Vedas, and promulgated his
atheistic views. In practical philosophy the Indians did not make
the same progress as in their metaphysical speculations; but still
they did not entirely neglect it. The invention of the decimal
system in numbers, so important in mathematics and in the affairs
of ordinary life, which has been generally ascribed to the Arabs, is
now well known to have been made by the Indians; the Arabs only
imported it into Europe, and thereby have acquired the reputation
of being its inventors.

18. The arts, as well as the poetry and philosophy of the Indians,
were intimately connected with their religion, and were cultivated
chiefly in its service. Architecture, in particular, has produced the
greatest and most astonishing works in the form of temples, in
which the art of building is seen to proceed from nature, for those
temples are grottoes in rocks widened and extended by the hand
of man into mighty temples. In some instances the interior only
is carefully worked out, but in others the outer parts are finished
with equal care, though all is wrought in the living rock. India
is very rich in gigantic structures of this kind ; European travellers
first saw and admired those in the islands of Salsetta and Elephanta,
near Bombay; and others were subsequently discovered in the in-
terior of the western peninsula, near the village of Elora. Grottoes,
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temples, and human habitations, are there cut in a chain of rocks
forming a crescent of about four miles in length; and they present
such an abundance of sculptures and ornamental carvings of a most
difficult kind, that they cannot have been made otherwise than by
many thousand hands employed for an immense number of years.
These works of Elora far surpass all others of the same class, both
in design and execution. Some of these temples are Brahminiecal,
and others are evidently destined for Buddhist worship; but all
must have been constructed at a very remote period of Indian his-
tory, and all of them were no doubt originally Brahminical temples.
The forms of these architectural works are heavy, overloaded with
ornaments, and vague, and they present the greatest variety of
straight lines and curves; their chief defect is in regard to simpli-
city and artistic freedom. The Dagops and Stupas of the Buddhists
form the transition to the later temples, which were built of blocks
of stone and bricks. Europeans generally call these pagodas, (a
corruption of Bhagavati, <. e., a sacred house.) Several of them
excite by their vastness no less astonishment than the rock temples
of Elora. These pagodas are generally built in the form of pyra-
mids, consisting of several parts with vertical sides, the whole being
surmounted by a cupola. They are covered with such a profusion
of ornaments that the sight is perfectly bewildering.

19. Sculptures, especially high reliefs in stone, occur in great
abundance both in the grotto temples and in the pagodas. Most
of the figures are remarkable for great softness, which displays
itself particularly in the swelling rourrylness of the forms, in which
bones and muscles are quite concealed. Many of the figures are
not only of colossal size, but form most grotesque combinations of
human bodies with heads of animals, and often with more than two
arms to indicate superhuman strength, while others with several
heads are intended to represent superhuman wisdom. These and
many other peculiarities show that art in India had not yet come to
sce that high bodily and mental powers must be expressed by fea-
tures, forms, proportions, and symmetry, and by a faithful adherence
to nature. Indian art thus shows the same peculiarities as Indian
poetry ; both delight in the expression of softness, combined with
what is fantastic and grotesque. The civilisation of India, if viewed
by itself and in its seclusion from the rest of the world, is far
greater and more important, than if regarded in its connection with
that of other nations. India is indeed closely connected with other
parts of the world by its language and the literature which mirrors
forth the intellectual life of the better part of the nation; but that
connection is lost in a period of such remote antiquity, that history,
as such, knows nothing of it. Some ideas and inventions no doubt
did originate in India, which were afterwards imported into Europe ;
but their historical recollection has faded away so much, that the
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threads can be discovered ouly by laborious and learned inquiries.
It cannot therefore be asserted that India has at any time exercised
any considerable influence upon the civilisation of the western
world. As to itself, it shares the fate of all eastern countries : it
has reached a certain point beyond which it has been unable to ad-
vance, and has lost the power of regenerating itself, of renewing its
intellectual life, and of opening new paths for itself, by which it
might recover and maintain a manly independence.

CHAPTER IV.
IRAN (BACTRIA, MEDIA, AND PERSIA.

1. WE here use the name Iran in its modern acceptation, com-
prising the Bactrians, Medes, and Persians proper, for these three
nations constitute one great branch of the Indo-Germanic race, and
are now generally called Iranians, and their country Iran.! The
people themselves being nearest akin to the Arya of India, called
themselves by the same honourable name.! Greeks and Romans
apply the names Bactrians, Medes, or Persians, to the whole race,
according as any of the three branches acquired the supremacy over
the others, and thereby threw them into the background. Iram, or
the country of the Iranians, is the western highland of Asia, which
is much smaller than the eastern highlands; the two are connected
by a range of mountains which the historians of Alexander call the
Indian Caucasus, and which now bears the name of the Hindoo
Kush. The interior of Iran consists of an extensive table-land, the
greater part of which has all the characteristics of a desert, espe-
cially wanting water and trees, and being of a cold temperature.
This table-land, like that on the east of it, is surrounded by moun-
tains which give to the whole country the character of an immense
fortress, there being only a few passes by which an entrance can be
effected, and these passes run along the most dangerous precipices,
or are 80 narrow that they can be closed by means of gates. Nearly
all the more important towns of Iran are built in the vicinity of
these passes. The declivities of the mountains on the frontiers
form transition countries, some of which are remarkable for their
high temperature and their luxurious vegetation; but even these

1 This name occurs in ancient times only on some coins of the Sassanide.

2 The name is also spelt Airya, whence fran. Arii, and Ariana, are the
names by which the ancients actually designated the greater part of ancient
Persia.
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have few rivers, and require artificial irrigation to assist agricultural
operations.

2. In the history of China and India, no inconsiderable assistance
is to be derived from observing the actual state of the countries and
of their inhabitants, who have been stationary for many centuries.
Such is not the case in Iran, for here great changes and revolutions
have thoroughly shaken and altered the ancient condition of both
the country and its inhabitants. But, on the other haud, the
sources from which information may be obtained regarding its
ancient history are more accessible and more generally known ; the
classical nations of antiquity having frequently come into contact
with the Persians, their writers are far better acquainted with them,
and throw much more light upon their history than upon that of
India. Besides this information furnished by foreigners, we have
the native literature of the Persians, written in the sacred Zend
language, which was probably one spoken in the eastern parts of
Iran, while the ancient Persic, properly so called, was spoken in
the western parts, though both are only dialects of the same branch
of the Indo-Germanic stock. The sacred writings in the Zen
language, called Zend-Avesta, were unknown in Europe, until,
about the middle of last century, a Frenchman of the name of
Anquetil du Perron brought them to France, and published a trans-
lation of them. These books excited great interest at the time,
because they revealed one of the most remarkable of religious sys-
tems, which until then had been very imperfectly known. The
authenticity of the works, which was at first questioned, has since
been established beyond all doubt by oriental scholars. Neither
the value, however, nor the antiquity of all the books formiug the
Zend-Avesta is the same ; the most ancient ones must have been
composed before the conquest of Alexander the Great, which opened
Iran to the influence of Greek civilisation; for the legends and reli-
gious views they contain appear, if not in their original freshness
and purity, yet at least free from foreign admixture.

8. The Zend-Avesta contains a very remarkable tradition about
the immigration of the Arya into Iran. Once, it is said, the winter
in Airyanem-Vaego, the original abode of the people, lasted for ten
months, and its severity induced their king Djemshid to emigrate
with his people into warmer and more southern countries, which
had been blessed by Ormuzd. Djemshid had a golden dagger, a
present from Ormuzd, with which he cleft the earth wherever he
went ; blessings thus spread everywhere, and the countries became
filled with tame and wild beasts, with birds, and men, and red
shining fires, which had never before been seen there. This tradi-
tion evidently describes the immigration of the Arya from their
original homes, in the extreme north-east of Iran, about the sources
of the Oxus and Jaxartes; the migration from the north-east to the -
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south-west was followed by the spread of agriculture, and all the
advantages that flow from it as its natural consequences.

4. It is one of the fundamental doctrines with all the Iranians,
that originally all things, both moral and physical, were divided
into good and evil. KEach of these two divisions was presided over
by a divine being, the good by Ormuzd, and the evil by Ahriman.
Neither of these beings was regarded as eternal, but as produced by
Zervane Akerene, that is, uncreated Time, who, after the creation
of Ormuzd and Ahriman, entirely disappears, leaving the creation
and government of the world, and of all that is contained in it, to
those two mighty and divine beings. Ormuzd was from the begin-
ning in a region of light, the symbol of all that is good, while Ahri-
man dwelt in darkness, the symbol of evil, and the two were per-
petually at war with each other. Ormuzd began and completed the
creation, which was a creation of light; and Ahriman, though con-
ceived as the destroyer, was nevertheless regarded as a creator; but
his creation was the empire of death, and darkness, and evil, which
he constituted in such a manner as to oppose to every creature of

.Ormuzd one created by himself, with similar qualities, but perverted
into evil; thus he oreated the wolf as the counterpart to the usefui
dog; and in general all beasts of prey, which shun the light, or
crawl on the earth; and all troublesome and destructive insects
were regarded as creatures of Ahriman. In this manner the whole
of the physical world was divided between light and darkness, and
all the moral world between good and evil; and the two worlds
were conceived as engaged in a perpetual struggle with each other—
the evil trying to destroy the good, while the good, in its turn, is
bent upon overpowering the evil. It was believed, however, that
in the end the principle of good would gain the victory; and,
according to some, even Ahriman and his followers were then to be
purified and admitted among the blessed. In both these empires,
there existed intermediate beings between the supreme rulers and
the race of mortals; they consisted of spirits of different grades and
ranks. The throne of Ormuzd was surrounded by six arch-spirits,
called Amshaspands. Next to them in rank were the Izeds, who
stood to the Amshaspands in the same relation as the latter did to
Ormuzd. The hosts of other inferior spirits, called Fervers, were
innumerable, and pervaded all nature, for every living creature had
its Ferver dwelling in it, imparting to it life and motion, and con-
ferring physical and spiritual blessings on those who addressed it in
pious and humble prayer. The spirits in the empire of Ahriman
were called Devs, six of whom answered to the Amshaspands, and
they were the authors of every misfortune, and of all sins. This
religious system, notwithstanding its singular dualism, is yet far
more spiritual than any of the other polytheistio religions of Asia.
It seems to have originated in the worship of the heavenly bodies
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which shed their light upon the earth, for this worship prevailed in a
very large part of Asia, where the cloudless sky, with its transparent
blue, clothes all nature with a peculiar brilliancy. Light there
naturally appeared as the vivifying principle, diffusing joy and
happiness over all creation, while darkness seemed to remove and
destroy all that owed its origin and life to light. Hence fire also
was worshipped, as the element containing and diffusing light, and
in special places a perpetual fire was kept up, with certain purifica-
tions and ceremonies. This material worship of light and fire was
raised in the religion of Ormuzd to a spiritual character, for in it
light is no longer a merely physical, but a moral good, and the
symbol of higher spiritual powers. For a long time, worship was
paid simply to the light and fire as they appeared in nature; the
imagination of the Iranians neither conceived the objects of their
worship in definite forms, nor invented any mythological stories
about them. Bacrifices were offered in the open air and on hills,
and Herodotus expressly states that the Persians in his time had
neither statues, nor temples, nor altars. But religion did not
remain in this condition ; for, as we shall see hereafter, idolatry
was introduced as early as the time of the Persian empire. At a
still later period, idolatry again disappeared, and its place was sup-
plied by the material worship of fire, and at this stage the religion
of Ormuzd has continued to the present day; for the few surviving
remnants of the ancient Iranians, called Parsi, still cling to the
worship of their ancestors, notwithstanding the furious persecutions
of the Mahommedans. They are found in some of the eastern parts
of Iran, especially in Surate in western India, where Anquetil du
Perron found copies of their ancient sacred books, which were pre-
served by the priests with great care, and even with danger to
themselves. But the preservation of these books had not been able
to preserve the spiritual element of religion, which has become a
coarse, mechanical, and superstitious fire worship, detested and ab-
horred by the Mahommedan population.

5. According to the ancient and genuine doctrine of the Zend-
Avesta, man became mortal through the sin of his first parents, and
for the same reason he was placed in the middle between the world
of Ormuzd and that of Ahriman. Being free in his choice, but
weak, he would sink under the dominion of Ahriman and his
agents, who watch him night and day, and endeavour to draw him
into the region of darkness, were it not that Ormuzd had revealed
to him the law of light. Under the guidance of this law man is
able to escape from the pursuit of Ahriman and his Devs, and to
arrive at a state of bliss, which was the object of Ormuzd in reveal-
ing his law. The sum and substance of this law is, that man must
be pure in his thoughts, words, and aotions ; and the pure man must
shun the contact of everything proceeding from Ahriman, the source

6
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of all that is impure. If he has been unable to avoid coming iuto
contact with the impure, he is obliged to undergo a process of puri-
fication, consisting of a variety of ceremonies. The worship of the
sacred fire, sacrifices, prayers, and the reading of the sacred books,
constitute the chief religious observances. Contact with dead bodies
of animals or men was regarded as particularly polluting, whence
the people were neither allowed to bury nor to burn their dead ; by
the former the earth would have become polluted, and by the latter
the fire. Accordingly, there remained nothing but to expose the
dead bodies in a place where they did not come into contact with
the earth, until the birds of prey or wild beasts had consumed the
flesh, after which the bones were collected and preserved. In all
this, moral and physical purity are blended and confounded. But
one part of the law tells men what to do to induce the earth to yield
them her blessings : they are enjoined to build towns, where priests,
herds and flocks, women and children might congregate in purity;
to cultivate waste lands and improve them by irrigation, and, lastly,
to take care of the cattle and all domestic animals. This part of
the law is evidently intended to promote and preserve civilisation,
and, while Ormuzd thus presides over civilisation, Ahriman rejoices
in wildness and savageness, and everything that is opposed to'a
well-organized social system. Hence the Iranians, considering their
own country to be under the special protection of Ormuzd, believed
that the country in the north-east, beyond the river Oxus, was under
the direct influence of Ahriman, because it was inhabited by rude
nomadic tribes which were hostile to them; and they distinguished
that country from their own by giving it the name Turan. Their
aversion to the Turanians, however, arose not from the mere fact
of their being nomades, but because they were hostile to them and
all their social and religious institutions, for some of the Iranian
tribes themselves led a nomadic life.

6. The religion of Ormuzd, by impressing upon its adherents the
necessity of subduing nature, and of combating with all their might
the influence of the empire of Ahriman, could not fail to rouse them
to a life of vigorous activity, and it must have exercised a very con-
siderable influence upon the social and political condition of the
people; but we possess, unfortunately, only very little historical
information about the earliest times. The Zend-Avesta mentions a
division of the people into four classes or castes, viz., priests or
magi, warriors, agriculturiets, and tradesmen. The king and the
judges belonged to the first or priestly caste, the warriors seem to
have formed a sort of nobility, and the whole classification must
have been based on differences of descent, but it was never so
strictly enforced and observed as in India, nor does it seem ever to
have embraced the whole nation, as the nomadic tribes, which can-
not have been classed with the agriculturists, are not included in
the list of castes.
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7. The most ancient, and at the same time the only native records
of the history of Iran, are contained in the Zend-Avesta; but they
are 8o entirely mythical that it would be useless to attempt to deduce
any history from them. In the middle ages, the Persian poet Fir-
dusi incorporated in a great epic the extant traditions about the
ancient exploits of his countrymen; but these traditions are so
thoroughly legendary, and so much embellished in the oriental
fashion, that they cannot be regarded as a real basis for history. It
is only by applying more than ordinary violence that some of them
can be made to harmonise with the accounts transmitted to us by
the Greeks. We are therefore obliged to take these last as our
guides in drawing up our sketch of the history of Persia. But even
they do not go very far back, leaving us entirely in ignorance in
regard to the most ancient periods. Hence the age of Zerdusht,
commonly called Zoroaster, the famous religious lawgiver of the
Persians, is buried in utter obscurity. Some Greek authors state
that he flourished about five thousand years before the Trojan war,
according to which he wéuld be a purely mythical being. Firdusi
relates that he lived in the reign of King Gushtasv, who adopted
his doctrines, ordered his subjects to establish the worship of fire,
and diffused the Zend-Avesta throughout his dominions. Some
eritics, identifying this Gushtasv with Darius the son of Hystaspes,
believe that Zoroaster must have lived in the sixth century before
the Christian era. But there appears to be no good reason for
regarding the Gushtasv of Firdusi, and Darius the son of Hystaspes,
as the same person ; and moreover, if such a man had lived at that
time, the Greeks could hardly have left him unnoticed. The proba-
bility is, that Zoroaster flourished somewhere about the year 1000
B.0. Shortly after the time of Darius, the Persians began to lose
their original character, which it must have .taken centuries to
develope under the law of Ormuzd. The Zend-Avesta does mot
describe Zoroaster as the original author of fire worship, but only as
a prophet who developed and completed the whole system. Hence
he cannot be regarded either as a purely mythical personage, nor
be assigned to so late a date as that of Darius.

8. The most ancient Iranian empire, about which Greek writers
furnish any information, is Bactria or Bactriana, with its capital of
Bactra or Zariaspa. It formed the north-eastern part of Iran, bor-
dering upon Turan. Most of the accounts we have of Bactria refer
to its invasions and conquests by foreign enemies. Thus we are
told that Ninus (about B.c. 1230) marched with a vast army into
the country and besieged Bactra, which, however, he was unable to
take, until Semiramis came to his assistance. ~Afterwards the Bac-
trians are said to have submitted to Cyrus, king of Persia, (about
B.C. 540,) who appointed one of his sons satrap of Bactria and some
adjacent countries. Thenceforth the country continued to form
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part of the Persian empire, to which it was tributary, but repeated
attempts were made to shake off the yoke. Alexander the Great
(8. c. 329) conquered Bactria, like the other parts of the kingdom
of Persia, and appointed satraps as its governors; but about the
year B.C. 256, the governor Antiochus Theus threw off the yoke
of Alexander’s successors, and proclaimed himself independent king
of Bactria. He was succeeded by several kings whose names are
known only from coins, found in modern times at Balkh and Bok-
hara, and bearing Greek legends. The reign of Eucratidas, who
ascended the throne about B.0. 181, appears to have been long and
prosperous, for he is said to have ruled over a thousand cities, and
to have annexed even a part of India to his dominions. Several of
his successors, again, are known only from their coins, which con-
tinue to bear Greek legends, until in the end the dominion of the
Greek rulers was overthrown by Scythian tribes, which, about B.0.
100, extended their sway as far as the mouths of the river Indus.
The coins of the new rulers, who were evidently barbarians, con-
tinue to bear Greek inscriptions, but they gradually become so cor-
rupt, that it is clear they were made by people who were not familiar
with the Greek language. These Scythian rulers were succeeded
by a race commonly called Indo-Scythians, whose chief seat appears
to have been on the river Kabul, for their coins are discovered in
great numbers between Kabul and Jelalabad. The time when these
Indo-Seythians succeeded in gsining the ascendency is unknown;
the legends of their coins are still in Greek characters, but we fre-
quently meet with Indian words. When the Sassanidae (a.D.226)
restored the Persian empire, Bactria again became a province of it,
and in this condition it remained, until, in the eighth century after
Christ, the country was conquered by Mahommedan invaders. A
kind of Greek civilisation, the result of Alexander’s conquests, had
thus maintained itself for several centuries in the distant East, until
in the end it was extinguished by barbarians; and were it not for
the numerous coins with Greek inscriptions found in those parts,
we should hardly know anything of the existence of a Greek empire
in the north-east of Iran.

9. The history of Media has been transmitted to us in a more
complete and satisfactory form. This country, situated in the west
of Iran, was regarded by the ancients as one of the most important
parts of Asia, on account of its extent, its favourable situation, the
number of its warlike inhabitants, its excellent breed of horses,
and its great fertility, especially in the warm plains. At present
these advantages no longer exist, for both the population and ecivili-
sation have sunk very low, and the artificial irrigation which the
country requires has been almost entirely neglected. The history
of Media previous to the thirteenth century B.c. is unknown to
us; but about that time it was subdued by the Assyrians, whose
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yoke the Medes bore for a period of about five hundred years. But
they then took courage, and freeing themselves from foreign domi-
nion, restored their country to independence. Under what form
of government they lived after their liberation, we have no means
of ascertaining, but we are told that the increasing state of lawless-
ness and anarchy filled the people with fear lest they should be
compelled to quit tbeir native country, and that, in consequence,
they resolved to appoint a king. They accordingly elected from
among themselves Deioces, a man who had already acquired great
reputation as a judge in his own district, and was ambitious of
gaining the sovereign power among his countrymen. He reigned
from B. c. 709 till 656, and from the first surrounded himself with
a strong body-guard, and built the capital of Ecbatana, which he
fortified with a sevenfold wall. The innermost of these walls enclosed
the royal palace and the treasury. At present there are but few
remains of Kcbatana, in the neighbourhood of Hamadan. The
monarchy which be established was hereditary, and a kind of mili-
tary despotism. His successor Phraortes, from B.c. 656 to 634,
commenced a great war against the Assyrian empire, but lost his
life in a decisive battle. In the reign of his son Cyaxares, from
B.C. 634 to 594, the kingdom was invaded by Scythian hordes
from the countries about mount Caucasus, and was kept in subjec-
tion by them for a period of twenty-eight years, at the end of which,
Cyaxares and his Medes not only expelled the foreign invaders, but
resumed the war against the Assyrians, to avenge the defeat of his
father. For this purpose, he allied himself with Nabopolassar, king
of Babylon, and succeeded in taking and destroying the Assyrian
capital of Nineveh, and subduing the empire. When he died, after
a reign of forty years, he was succeeded by his son Astyages. The
Median empire which was thus restored by Cyaxares, embraced,
besides Media, also Assyria, and was further extended by the subju-
gation of Persia proper and Bactria. It was bounded on the west
by the river Halys. Astyages, who reigned from B.c. 594 till 559, .
was the last king of Media, for in his reign the subject Persians
rose against the Medes, and having overthrown their power, subdued
the whole of the Median empire. According to Herodotus, the
daughter of Astyages married a Persian noble, whose son Cyrus
usurped the throne of Media, and thus became the founder of the
Persian empire in B. c. 559.

10. The history of Cyrus'—setting aside the romance related
by Xenophon in his Cyropaedia — has been transmitted to us in a
legendary form by Herodotus. According to this, his grandfather
Astyages, having been frightened by a dream, gave orders that the
son born of his daughter should be killed ; but the child was saved

. ! Properly Koresh or Kurshid, that is, the Sun.
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and reared by a she-dog in the mountains of Persia. He grew up,
and became the most distinguished archer and horseman among the
warlike Persians. He must have been one of those mighty charac-
ters whose mere appearance exercises a peculiar charm upon those
coming in contact with them, and who, when successful in great
undertakings, are regarded by their contemporaries as direct instru-
ments in the hands of the deity. In regard to his early history, all
that can be said with certainty is, that he roused the Persians to an
insurrection against the ruling Medes, who were defeated in a
pitched battle; all Media then fell into the hands of Cyrus, in con-
sequence of which, the sovereignty passed into the hands of the
Persians. The Medes afterwards made several attempts to recover
their lost power, but were unsuccessful. The main advantage
gained by the Persians was that henceforth they had no longer to
pay the heavy land-tax which had hitherto heen imposed upon
them by the Medes, the latter having now to fulfil the same obliga-
tion to them. On the other hand, however, the Persians, who had
hitherto enjoyed comparative freedom in their own country, were
gradually brought under the same despotism as those nations which
had been subdued by their chief. All the countries which had been
subject to Media now naturally owned the sway of the new rulers.
But that empire did not satisfy Cyrus; in the course of his thirty
years’ reign (from B.c. 559 to 531) he extended it from the
Hellespont, the Agean, and the frontiers of Egypt, in the West,
to the Oxus in the East. Soon after his ascension, he became in-
volved in a war with Croesus, king of Lydia. This king, it is said,
had been an ally of Astyages, and now resolved to avenge him on
the usurper; but it was probably the fear of being attacked by the
successful conqueror that induced Croesus to anticipate the plans
of the enemy. He accordingly made war upon Cyrus, but in a
battle on the east of the river Halys, the Lydians were defeated,
and obliged to make a hasty retreat to their own country. Cyrus,
.with unexpected rapidity, pursued the enemy through Cappadocia
and Phrygia, and appeared before Sardes the capital of Lydia, before
Croesus was able to assemble a new army. In a short time the city
and its citadel fell into the hands of Cyrus, and Croesus himself
was taken prisoner. This important event occurred in the year B. c.
546. Cyrus is said to have ordered the conquered king to be burnt
alive, but while standing on the pile, the unfortunate man, remem-
bering a wise saying of Solon, who had once visited him, and refused
to own that Croesus, in spite of his immense wealth, deserved to be
called happy, exclaimed Solon, Solon! Cyrus, surprised at this,
asked what it meant, and upon being informed, ordered Croesus to
be brought down from the pile, and to accompany him to the court
of Persia. This beautiful story, unfortunately, is irreconcilable with
chronology, for Croesus did not ascend the throne of Lydia till B. o.
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560, and Solon himself died in that same year or the one following.
Certain it is, however, that Croesus for many a year afterwards lived
at the court of Persia, enjoying the respect and esteem of both
Cyrus and his son Cambyses. The conquest of Lydia was accom-
panied by that of other nations in Asia Minor ; the Mysians, Phry-
gians, and Paphlagonians, submitted without a blow ; but the Greek
colonies in Asia, many of which had been subject to Croesus, and
the Carians and Lycians, the last of whom had not belonged to the
Lydian empire, were resolved to defend their freedom against the
new conqueror. But they were unable to maintain themselves, for
one Greek city after another, though they defended themselves with
true heroism, was obliged to submit, and some of them experienced
all the horrors of cities taken by the sword. The inhabitants of
Phocaea emigrated, and founded Velia (Elea) in southern Italy.
The other Greek cities, after the withdrawal of Cyrus, retained their
own republican constitutions, but were obliged to pay tribute to the
Persians; they remained wealthy and flourishing, but their free
spirit as Greeks gradually disappeared under the Persian rule. Lycia
and Caria also were overpowered by Cyrus, and the ruler of Cilicia
recognised the supremacy of the conqueror. All Asia Minor was
thus reduced. The Lydians afterwards endeavoured to shake off
the foreign dominion, but were unsuccessful, and the yoke only be-
came harder and heavier: their arms were taken from them, and
they were compelled to live in the enjoyment of the wealth they
possessed, in consequence of which they became demoralised and
effeminate.

Babylon had not been subject to the Medes, and had therefore to
be conquered by force of arms. This conquest was not accomplished
by Cyrus without great efforts, but when effected, added vast terri-
tories to the Persian empire; for all Syria, together with Phoenicia
and Palestine, seem at that period to have been subject to Babylon.
The conquest of Babylon, which took place in B.oc. 538, is related
in different ways. According to the native tradition, Nabonnedus,
king of Babylon, met the enemy in the open ficld, but being de-
feated in a pitched battle, be retreated to Borsippa, the city of the
Chaldaeans, where he was besieged, and afterwards capitulated.
His life, however, like that of Croesus, was spared, and he spent
the remainder of his days in a small principality in Carmania. Aec-
cording to Herodotus, Cyrus took the city of Babylon by turning
the course of the river Euphrates, the city being built on both sides
of it, so that he was enabled to march into the very heart of the
place as soon as the ordinary bed of the river was dried up. By
this conquest, Cyrus at once became the sovereign of all the countries
which had been subject to Babylon.

The last undertaking of Cyrus was, according to Herodotus, an
cxpedition against the Masragetae, which Ctesias assigns to an
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earlier period, and accordingly makes Cyrus return victorious;
whereas Herodotus states that he lost his life in a battle against
the Massagetac. This nation was probably of the Mongol or Tartar
race, living chiefly by the chase and on the produce of their herds
and flocks. They occupied the country about the Caspian sea, or
the steppes to the north of the river Oxus, and were at this time
governed by a queen, Tomyris. Cyrus commenced the war against
them, and entrapped them by a stratagem :. he left his camp and
a great quantity of wine, and when the Massagetae took the camp,
they indulged so much in drinking as to become intoxicated, where-
upon Cyrus returned and captured a great number of them, and
among them the queen’s son, who was so mortified at the disaster
that, although he had obtained his freedom from the conqueror, he
made away with himself. The queen then, filled with grief and
revenge, collected a fresh army, and in a terrible battle avenged
the loss of her som, and of so many of her people. The body of
Cyrus was treated with insult by Tomyris, for she cut off the head,
and, throwing it into a bag filled with blood, exclaimed, ¢ Now sate
thysclf with blood, of which during thy life thou wast so thirsty.”
This account, preserved in Herodotus, is, like many of his eastern
storics, only a popular tradition, though the war against the Massa-
getac itsclf cannot be doubted. Certain it is, also, that Cyrus died
in the year B. 0. 531, that his body was buried at Persepolis, and that
he was succeeded by his son Cambyses, in B. 0. 530, who was recog-
nised throughout the whole empire without any opposition.

11. Cambyses inherited indeed the warlike disposition of his
father, but he was violent and tyrannical, whence his reign, which
lasted until B.c. 522, was  as unfortunate for those whom he sub-
dued as for his own empire. Its two most remarkable events are
the conquest of Egypt, and the murder of his brother, which led to
the usurpation of the Magi, so that the government for a time
passed into the hands of the Medes; until the Persians, recovering
their courage, threw off the yoke. From Herodotus it would seem
as if Cambyses had sct out on the Egytian expedition immediately
after his accession, but this is impossible, for the conquest of Egypt
is known to belong to the year B.c. 526. The attack upon Egypt
was made without any provocation, and arose simply from his con-
sciousness that he was strong enough to conquer the country he
coveted. The story that his anger was roused against the Egyptians
by an Egyptian woman, is probably a mere fiction. Egypt was then
governed by king Psammenitus. Cambyses, assisted by a treacher-
ous Greek, Phanes of Halicarnassus, invaded Egypt by land and by
sea, being supplied with a fleet by the Phoenicians, and the mari-
time towns of Asia Minor. The land army marched into Egypt
through the desert, but the Egyptians met the invaders on the fron-
tier, and a decisive battle was fought in the neighbourhood of Pe-
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lusium, in which the Egyptians were completely defeated. Afier
this victory the Persians advanced towards Memphis, then the
capital of Egypt, where the people, in consequence of the national
antipathy subsisting between the Persians and Egyptians, offered
an obstinate and almost fanatical resistance. At length, however,
famine compelled them to surrender, and they were treated with
fearful cruelty by the conqueror. The Persians being themselves
worshippers of light and fire, thoroughly despised the religion of the
Egyptians, and Cambyses and his soldiery insulted and maltreated
their conquered enemies in every way and on every occasion. Ac-
cording to Herodotus, Cambyses spent the remainder of his life in
Egypt, being occupied with designs of fresh conquests, for he wished
to his arms as far into Africa as his father had carried them
into Asia; but nature opposed him. He first sent an army against
the Ethiopians, but it perished in the desert under whirlwinds of
sand. An expedition to the oasis of Siwah (Ammonium) experi-
enced a similar fate, and these failures only increased the despot’s
cruelty towards the Egyptians. Another expedition wae proposed
against Carthage, but Cambyses could not undertake this without
the fleet of the Phoenicians, and as they refused to aid their ruler
in the subjugation of their own colony, the plan was given up.

Cambyses abandoned himself in Egypt to habits of intoxication,
and to the gratification of every whim and passion ; which hurt the
feelings of his own Persians no less than those of the Egyptians.
Being taunted by the son of a noble Persian with being too much
given to drinking, he shot the young man with an arrow through
his heart; and the father of the youth, who witnessed the deed,
when asked by Cambyses whether he now believed him to be drunk,
servilely answered, that a god himself could not have aimed more
correctly. On another occasion, he ordered twelve Persian nobles
to be buried up to their necks in the earth. Among other atrocities,
he ordered, in consequence of a dream, his own brother Smerdis to
be put to death, and the deed was done by the very man whose son
Cambyses had shot.

After this murder a pretender arose, who, with great boldness and
address, possessed a remarkable resemblance to the murdered prince,
and came forward at Ecbatana under his name to claim the throne.
This Smerdis was a Mede, and his brother had been intrusted with
the administration of the empire during the absence of Cambyses.
Supported by this brother, Smerdis at once took possession of the
treasures and the throne of Persia, and the people, tired of the
tyranny of Cambyses, without hesitation recognised him as their
ruler. In order to secure their favour, he adopted a policy opposed
to that of the detested tyrant. When Cambyses heard of all this,
he sat out against the usurpor with his army; but his career was
cut short, before he had an opportunity of mneeting his enemy in
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battle. He accidentally wounded himself with his own sword, and
died in consequence, mortification having taken place in the wound,
B.C. 522. As he left no children, the army readily recognised the
pseudo Smerdis as their king, for as Cambyses had never made the
death of his brother publicly known, he was generally believed to
be the real Smerdis.

12. This is the view taken by Herodotus, according to whom the
empire was governed by a Mede, while every one believed him to
be a Persian; but the whole affair seems to bave been a revolution,
by which the Medes endeavoured to recover their lost power, and
for a time were successful. But, before a year bad passed away,
seven of the noblest Persians led on their countrymen against the
usurper, and overpowed and slew him in his palace. Upon this
there arose a general insurrection against the Medes and their Magi,
of whom the Persians slew as many as they could find; and a fes-
tival was then instituted to commemorate the event, under the name
of the Magophonia. When the Medes were completely vanquished,
the Persians raised one of their own grandees, Darius, the son of
Hystaspes, to the throne, B.c. 521. He reigned until B.c. 486,
and this long period was no less important in the history of Persia
than the reign of Cyrus himself had been ; for Cyrus and Cambyses
had enlarged the empire by conquests, but Darius organised and
consolidated the unwieldy mass. He divided his vast kingdom into
tweaty satrapies or provinces, the administration of each of which
was intrusted to a satrap or governor, whose duties were not indeed
. clearly defined; but without some such arrangement the empire
could not have been kept together; and under the circumstances,
his institutions must have been as good as any that could have been
devised, for they lasted till the end of the Persian empire. In ad-
dition to these internal regulations, Darius also, like his predecessors,
extended his empire in all directions. He subdued not only the
border countries of India, but the whole valley of the Indus became
part of his empire, so that Persian ships sailed up the river as far as
it was navigable, He also made the Arabs tributary, though their
country remained free and was not changed into a province. Cyrene
in Africa, and Thrace and Macedonia in Europe, together with the
Greek islands near the Asiatic coast, had to pay homage and tribute
to him. It appears to have been his ambition also to subdue the
countries around the Euxine, and to unite the continent of Greece
with his empire. But in these last undertakings he was not, suc-
cessful. The Scythian nomades on the lower Danube withdrew with
their tents and herds, leaving their deserted and barren country to
the enemy, who, from want of provisions, were brought to the very
brink of destruction, and would on their return have perished on
the banks of the Danube, if the Greeks who had been commissioned
to guard the bridge on that river had agreed to break it down, as
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Miltiades advised. Darius was more successful in quelling the in-
surrections which broke out in the interior of his empire. Babylon,
which made an attempt to shake off the Persian yoke, was re-con-
quered through the treachery of Zopyrus, a Persian noble, who is
said to have mutilated himself in order to win the confidence of the
enemy. Miletus and the Greek cities in Asia likewise revolted,
and, although at first successful, had in the end to pay dearly for
their thoughtless attempt. But we shall afterwards have occasion
to recur to these events, and must now turn our attention to the
reforms which Darius introduced in his own empire.

13. Darius himself and his successors belonged to the noble
family of the Achaemenidae, besides which there were six other
great families, from which the generals and great officers of state
were chosen by the king. The Persians proper, as the ruling peo-
ple, were exempt from all taxes; at home they were free and
governed themselves, but as soon as they went abroad or to the
court, they were slaves like all the other subjects of the king. In
all the other parts of the empire a uniform system of administration
and taxation was introduced. The administration was facilitated
by the division of the empire into satrapies. The military affairs
in each province were managed by the satrap, but besides him,
there was a royal scribe in every province, who was quite indepen-
dent of the satrap, and whose business it was to levy the tribute
and taxes. KEvery satrap himself kept a court in his province, and
lived in royal splendour, deriving his income from all parts of his
province partly in money and partly in produce of the land. As
the satraps were generally relations of the king, and were possessed
of great power, the provinces were without any redress against their
extortions ; for if the governors only took care that the tribute to
the king was punctually paid, they were allowed to rule according
to their own pleasure, and satisfy their avarice in any manner they
pleased. Sometimes they even went so far as to defy the commands
of their king, and to wage war among one another. On the whole,
it may be said that, with the organisation it possessed, the Persian
empire was a mere accumulation of heterogeneous masses, kept
together only by mechanical means, without any internal bond of
union, except fear. No attempts were made to destroy the national
character of the provincials, and the Persian government generally
left to conquered nations their institutions, laws, and customs, and
sometimes even their rulers, if they otherwise obeyed the king’s
commands and paid their tribute. But notwithstanding this, the
provinces generally sank into a state of barbarism, for no laws
protected them against the arbitrary and despotic conduct of their
governors, the taxation was extremely heavy, and the loss of political
independence gradually extinguished that manly spirit without which
0o nation can rise to greatness.
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The Persian army was very numerous, every man capable of bear-
ing arms being obliged to serve, and in time of need they were
called to arms to their various rallying places. The soldiers served
in their national costumes and armour, which gave to a Persian
army a very motley appearance.

The religion of the Persians was the system of the Mede Zoro-
aster, though it was modified in some points. Fire and the cun
were objects of worship, and formed the chief points of the Persiun
religion. The Magi or priests of the Medes were adopted by the
Persians, together with their religion, and were at first a very
powerful class of men; but under the military despotism they gra-
dually lost their former power and importance. In science and
literature the Persians have left no great name in history; but the
noble ruins of Persepolis, consisting of the remains of temples, pa~
laces, porticoes, reliefs, and other sculptures, and walls covered with
inscriptions, show that in architecture and sculpture they were by
no means behind other Asiatic nations.

The king of Persia, also called the Great King, was a most per-
fect despot. As in other Asiatic countries, he was regarded as the
sole proprietor of the land. In their relation to the king, all his
subjects were only slaves, and the king was master over the lives
of all his people. Whoever was admitted into his presence had to
prostrate himself and kiss the earth. As the throne of Ormuzd
was surrounded by spirits of light, so the Persian king, his repre-
sentative on earth, was surrounded by the noblest Persians and a
most brilliant court, which resided in winter at Babylon, in the
spring at Susa, and in the summer at Ecbatana. The king’s palaces
were surrounided with splendid parks, called paradises, and well
stocked with fruit-trees and game, and every thing that lnxury could
devise. The harem of such a Persian sultan was most expensive,
being maintained sometimes by the revenues from whole cities or

rovinces. The influence exercised upon the court and the princes
y the intriguing wives of the kings was often of the most pernicious
kind, and involved one part of the empire in war with another.

CHAPTER V.
ASSYRIA AND BABYLONTIA.
-1. AssYRIA in its narrower sense was sitnated on the east of the

river Tigris, and was consequently a part of Iran; in a wider sense
it also includes Babylonia and Mesopetamia, and cremprises the
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countries about the Euphrates and Tigris, which latter river forms
the boundary between the countries of Iran and those of the Semitic
race. The banks of these rivers were at different times inviting to
princes who appeared there as rulers or conquerors, to build their
capitals on them. The northern part of the country, which is
inclosed between the two rivers, and bears the name of Mesopota-
mia, is a desert, or rather a steppe, well adapted for nomadic tribes;
but the southern plains of Babylonia, which were intersected by
innumerable canals for purposes of irrigation, were a country of
extraordinary fertility and productiveness, and Herodotus praises it
above all other countries known to him. At present those blessed
districts have become almost a desert under the rude and destructive
government of the Mahommedans ; but the ancient ruins of might
cities and frontier walls, the canals and other means devised for irri-
gating the country, still attest the high prosperity once enjoyed by
their inhabitants.

2. There was a time when the Assyrian empire was regarded as
the most ancient conquering power in the world ; but of its history,
as well as of that of Babylon, only fragments have been preserved
to us by Greek writers and in the Old Testament; and it is some-
times a matter of extreme difficulty to make the profane and sacred
authorities agree with each other. According to the Mosaio account,
Babel or Babylon, the capital of the powerful Nimrod, was the head
of a more ancient empire; and Assur, proceeding from Babylon,
founded Nineveh, the capital of Assyria, which would accordingly
be a colony of Babylon. Greek authorities state the very reverse
of this, for they represent Nineveh as the more ancient city. But
the origin of the Assyrian empire is related by them only in mythi-
cal legends, which have acquired great celebrity, though they can
hardly be said to embody the ideas which the Assyrians entertained
respecting their own early history. According to these accounts,
the founder of the Assyrian empire was Ninus, who built Ninus or
Nineveh, and subdued a great part of Asia. His history is con-
nected with that of the fabulous queen Semiramis, who was miracu-
lously saved when only a child, and was possessed of extraordinary
beauty and mental powers. At the time when Ninus marched
against Bactra, she .was in the Assyrian army ; and when that city
bafled all his efforts, it was conquered by her prudence and valour.
The king was thereupon seized with such admiration of the heroine
that he made her his wife, in consequence of which her previous
husband made away with himself. After the death of Ninus, Semi-
ramis governed the empire, and among other cities built Babylon
with extraordinary splendour and magnificence, and undertook vast
expeditions to extend her dominions by conquest. She subdued
Egypt and a large portion of Ethiopia; but a war undertaken
againgt India with an army of more than three millions of men

7
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roved unsuccessful. After this she resigned the government to
ger son Ninyas, and disappeared from the earth, taking up her
abode among the gods. Ninyas, the very opposite of his parents,
never quitted the city, and spent his whole life in the midst of
women and eunuchs, and in constant amusements.

8. Such is the story of the foundation of the Assyrian empire, as
transmitted by the classical writers of antiquity. It is quite clear
that we are here in the domain of fable and not of history. Ninus
is ouly the personification of Nineveh, as Romulus in the case of
Rowme. Semiramis is a Syrian divinity, and perhaps identical with
Astarte. There can, moreover, be no doubt that Nineveh was of
more recent origin than Babylon; but how and when it was founded,
and how it acquired the dominion of a large part of Asia, are ques-
tions to which no certain answer can be given. It is equally im-
possible to say how far the Assyrian empire really extended. The
vast conquests mentioned in the story are beyond all question
greatly exagperated ; but there can be no doubt that Babylon, Me-
dia, and Persia, were subject to it, and that it extended even into
Asia Minor.

Diodorus of Sicily, a writer deriving his information from the
work of Ctesias, a Greek physician who lived at the court of Persia,
gives the subsequent history of Assyria in a form no less fabulous
than its beginning. According to him the empire was ruled, for
thirty generations after Ninyas, by his descendants, who spent their
lives in idleness and voluptuousness like Ninyas, until Sardanapalus,
the last of them, even dressed himself as a woman, and acted in a
most effeminate and unworthy manner, in consequence of which his
subject nations rose in arms against him, headed by the governor
of Media. Sardanapalus, at length rousing himself, defeated the
rebels in several engagements; but in the end he was overpowered,
and being unable to defend Nineveh, he caused a large pile to be
ereoted, on which he burnt himself, with all his treasures, wives,
and eunuchs. Nineveh thus fell into the hands of the conquerors,
that is the Medes, after the Assyrians from Ninus to Sardanapalus
had ruled for a period of 1360 years.

4. This account of the Assyrian empire and its thirty effeminate
kings is as fabulous as the story about its foundation, and the only
real historical fact in this tradition seems to be, that the end of the
empire was as inglorious as its beginning had been glorious. The
duration of upwards of thirteen hundred years assigned to the
Assyrian empire is likewise more than doubtful, for it is not only
opposed to all analogy, but to the express statement of Herodotus,
according to whom the Assyrians had been ruling over Asia for a
period of five hundred and twenty years at the time when the Medes
revolted. This latter statement, probable in itself, is confirmed by
the Armenian translation of Eusebius, in which it is stated that
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Assyrian kings ruled over Babylon five hundred and twenty-six
years, and we know that Babylon shook off the Assyrian yoke at
the same time as the Medes, in the eighth century B. 0., and both
nations had evidently been subject to Assyria during the same
period. According to this view the foundation of the Assyrian
empire belongs to the thirteenth century B. 0., and its final overthrow
by the Mede Cyaxares, as we have already observed, to the year 8. c.
605, which is about three eenturies later than the date assigned to
its destruction by Ctesias.

The story about the thirty effeminate kings, and the time in
which they are said to have reigned, is moreover opposed to the
historical statements of the Old Testament, for here we read of
Agsyrian kings in the eighth centary, who extended their empire,
attacked and subdued Babylonia, Syria, Israel, and Phoenicis, and
made repeated attempts to conquer Egypt. First we hear of king
Phul (about B.c. 770), who extended his empire westward, and
approached the kingdom of Israel, which was so terrified that it
purchased its freedom for a large sum of money. His successor,
Tiglath-pileser (about B.c. 740), conquered the splendid city of
Damascus, laid a heavy tribute upon the kingdom of Judah, and
transplanted many of the conquered people beyond the Euphrates.
He was succeeded by Salmanassar (about B.c. 720), who invaded
Israel, and took Samaria after a siege of several years. He led the
greater part of the Jewish tribes into the interior, and took all the
important towns of Phoenicia, with the exception of Tyre, which
baffled his efforts by means of its navy. His successor Sanherib or
Sennacherib (about B. 0. 712) threatened Judah and attacked Egypt;
but sudden misfortunes compelled him to return without having
effected his purpose. After his and Assarhaddon’s reign (from B. c.
675 to 626), the Assyrian empire sank more and more, in conse-
quence of which Cyaxares, king of Media, allied with Nabopolassar
of Babylon, formed the plan to attack and subdue it. With a great
force they advanced against Nineveh, and after several reverses
against Sardanapalus, the last Assyrian king, they succeeded in
taking and destroying Nineveh, B. c. 605, and thus putting an end
to the Assyrian empire. As this destruction of Nineveh happened
nearly three centuries later than the time assigned to it by Ctesias,
some writers have assumed two Assyrian empires, and supposed that
after the first destruction a new empire was formed at Nineveh,
which lasted until its conquest by Cyaxares. But this supposition
ig without any foundation : there never was more than one Assyrian
empire, and Nineveh was destroyed only once.

5. The destruction of Nineveh by Cyaxares was no doubt com-
plete ; and the town of the same name mentioned in later times can
have been nothing but a small and insignificant place built upon
the ruins of ancient Nineveh. This last city, situated on the east
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bank of the Tigris, is spoken of by all writers as a place of such
vast extent, that modern London, with all its suburbs, would occupy
no more than half its space. This may indeed be exaggerated, or
the result of misunderstanding; but Nineveh must, at all events,
have been the largest and most important city of western Asia, and
its inhabitants must have possessed immense wealth, in consequence
of the extensive commerce carried on by them. Ruins of this

igantic city were unknown until very recently, though travellers
E:ld observed the high mounds covering its site, and suggested that
excavations might lead to interesting and important discoveries. But
in our own days, excavations have been made by Botta, the French
consul at Mosul, and still more extensively by Mr. Layard, on the
north of the bridge over the Tigris, near the modern Mosul. Walls,
gu.laces, and buildings have been laid open, which, with their num-

erless sculptures, reveal to us at once the mode of life and warfare
of that ancient people. The inscriptions with which these ancient
buildings and sculptures are literally covered, may one day help to
clear up all that is yet mysterious in the history of Assyria and
Babylonia. The sculptures, many of which are now safely lodged
in the British Museum, consist of representations of different kinds,
as festive processions with the king, his courtiers, eunuchs, priests,
and warriors; but especially warlike scenes, representing battles,
sieges, war-chariots, and the like. The conquerors and the con-
quered are generally distinguished by their features and dress, and
the latter seem almost in every case to belong to the Semitic race.
Both men and animals are drawn in these sculptures, not indeed
without faults, but, on the whole, very correctly, and very expressive
in their attitudes and movements. They display a state of the arts
in Assyria, at a period which cannot be more recent than the eighth
or seventh century B. 0., such as we could scarcely have expected to
find in Asia; for they surpass everything else that is known in the
history of Asiatic art. The inscriptions on these monuments are
all of the kind called cuneiform, and when one day they shall be
deciphered, much new and unexpected light may be thrown upon
the traditions that have come down to us about the Assyrians. The
people seem to have been akin to the Arya, but their religion was
different, for they worshipped idols similar to those of the Babylo-
nians, of which we shall have occasion to speak presently.

6. The history of Babylon is closely connected with that of
Assyria, and the legends of the Greeks, as we have seen, carry this
connection to the very origin of the two states. But the splendour
and celebrity of Babylon are undoubtedly much more ancient.
According to Genesis, it existed even before the dispersion of man-
kind. This view of the great antiquity of Babylon is supported by
the calculations of the Babylonian priests, which were based upon
astronomioal observations — observations which went back as far as
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1903 years before the time: of Alexander the Great. Berosus, a
Babylonian priest who lived shortly after the time of Alexander,
and wrote a%istory of his country in Greek, also derived his infor-
mation from native records; but unfortunately we possess only a
few extracts from this work. He began with the cosmogony, which
in many respects is extremely remarkable, and gave a fabulous
account of Babylonian history even during the period before the
flood. But his later history appears to be thoroughly autheatic,
and from it we see that Babylon was conquered and governed by
foreigners even before it was subdued by the Assyrians in the
thirteenth century. Babylon was no doubt one of the greatest and
most ancient cities on earth. It acknowledged, as we have seen,
the supremacy of Assyria for a period of upwards of five hundred
years, after which, about the middle of the eighth century B.c., it
shook off the yoke. At a somewhat later time, it again became
subject to Assyria, but only for a short period, for its king Nabo-
polassar assisted Cyaxares the Mede in conquering and destroying
the Assyrian empire for ever, B. 0. 605.

Nebuchadnezzar, the son of Nabopolassar, who reigned from B. c.
604 till 561, and is well known from the Old Testament, is distin-
guished in history as a great conqueror, who raised the Babylonian
empire to the summit of its glory. He was engaged in a war against
the Egyptian Pharaoh Necho, whom he defeated in a great battle
near Circesium (Carchemish), when he received the news of his
father’s death, which obliged him to return to Babylon. After-
wards, he conquered the kingdom of Judah, and led many of the
most illustrious men to Babylon as captives or hostages, among
whom was the prophet Daniel. The Jews repeatedly revolted, but
were reduced each time with unrelenting cruelty, and their country
was almost drained of its inhabitants. Iun the end, Jerusalem was
laid waste, and the bulk of the nation led into captivity. Nebu-
chadnezzar then directed his arms against Phoenicia, which he
completely subdued, and invaded Egypt, where he plundered the
lower valley of the Nile. After his death, the kingdom of Baby-
lon began to decay; his guccessors could no longer think of making
conquests, but only how they could defend themselves against the
ever-increasing power of the Medes. But it was in vain that Queen
Nitocris, the mother of the last king, Nabonedus or Labynetus,
endeavoured to render the country and city inaccessible, by making
canals, bridges, and lakes; for it was only twenty-three years after
the death of Nebuchadnezzar, B.c. 538, that Babylon was taken
by Cyrus. Considering this brief duration of the independent
existence of the kingdom of Babylon, it could scarcely have attained
its celebrity, were it mot for its connection with Biblical history,
and the;glendour of its capital Babylon.
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7. Babylon was situated on both sides of the river Euphrates,
which flowed through the centre. Like most other great Asiatic
citieg, it was built in the form of a large square, and the streets
intersected each other at right angles. Herodotus calls it the most
magnificent of all cities known to him, and describes its circum-
ference as amounting to about aixtz English miles; and indeed,
modern investigations of the site show that it cannot have been
lesg; but we must not suppose that the houses were built close to-
gether in rows, as in modern cities; on the contrary, there must
have been many and large districts inclosed within the walls, which
were not covered with buildings, but were nsed as gardens, groves,
and fields. The splendour of the city, the wonder of ancient his-
torians, probably did not exist previous to the last period of inde-
pendence, but arose in and after the reign of Nabopolassar, when
it was the capital of a large empire, and had stepped into the place
of Nineveh. The city was surrounded by a wall of burnt bricks,
two hundred cubits in height, and fifty in thickness. The royal
palace was situated on both sides of the river, and the two parts
were connected by a bridge. Near it were artificial terraces, of
considerable height and extent, and covered with plants and trees
of the most various kinds. These were what are commonly called
the hanging gardens of Semiramis, but they were constructed by
Nebuchadnezzar, who ordered them to be laid out to please his wife
Amuhia, a daughter of Cyaxares, who could not forget the wood-
clad hills of her native country. Still more magnificent was the
temple of Baal or Belus, built in the form of a square tower of at
least three hundred feet in height. It cousisted of eight stories,
the upper ones being smaller than the lower ones, whereby the
whole acquired the appearance of a pyramid. Babylon sank more
through the decline of its industry and population, than in conse-
quence of its subjugation by foreign rulers, and in the end all its
magnificence became one mass of ruins. Even in the fourth century
" of our e