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elinda Gates describes herself as an “impatient optimist,” something that was nurtured in her

while attending Ursuline Academy, the leading Catholic all-girls school in Dallas.

Since Melinda and husband Bill created the Gates Foundation in 2000, they have given away
$33.5 billion of their massive wealth from Microsoft and from their close friend, billionaire Warren Buffett.
The foundation started the same year as the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, the 15-year
antipoverty campaign centered on 8 global objectives. The two programs share many priorities, such as
fighting diseases, reducing extreme poverty, and improving maternal health. The foundation partners with a
wide spectrum of organizations. Faith-based groups— including Catholic organizations, World Vision,

Lutheran groups, and the Salvation Army—are key recipients of more than 125 foundation grants.

This January, Melinda and Bill Gates announced they were “doubling down™ on their poverty-fighting efforts.
“The lives of people in poor countries will improve faster in the next 15 years than at any other time in
history,” they said. But along with the foundation’s big bets and big spending has come big controversy. In
2012, the couple helped launch Family Planning 2020, a global effort to make voluntary, artificial

contraception available to 120 million poor women by 2020.
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sharp criticism. In 2012, Melinda Gates made a public break with the Catholic Church’s opposition to

artificial birth control. She said in an interview that when poor women have little access to family planning, ...

& You have reached the end of this Article Preview

To continue reading, subscribe now. Subscribers have full digital access.

LOG IN SUBSCRIBE

Already a CT subscriber?

Log in or activate your account for full digital access.

Reply an Twitter “ Join the conversation on Facebook

TAGS: Abortion | Africa | Contraception | Disease Prevention | Giving | Poverty

FROM ISSUE: July/August 2015, Vol. 59, No. 6, Pg 64, "The High Price of Faith In Action”

More From This Issue JULY/AUGUST 2015

¢ THEOLOGY | CT MAGAZINE RE-WORD | CT MAGAZINE »
Jesus Suffers with My Own Pilgrim's J—
Us—and We with Progress oo S
Him

]
] ]
O
T R N
P O O L]
-, L]
) L]
O [ ]
O [ ]
G U O O . O,
1 R O

SUPPORT OUR WORK
Subscribe to CT and get one vear free.

Read These Next

-
R 4

BIBLE | CT MAGAZINE SPEAKING OUT PENDING RESCLUTION | CT

TRIBUTE | CT MAGAZINE

Rick Warren: What I 10 Bible Translations What ‘Black Panther’ MAGAZINE

The Case for a
No-Filter Prayer Life

Learned from Billy You’ve Never Heard Of Means for Christians

Focus. Integrity. And a This celebration of black culture

i Why we, as God's friends, can
God-directed heart. Why we should read lesser-known a.nd black success points to 2 y .
. ) bigger story for the church. speak to him freely.
RICK WARREN versions of the Bible.
ESAU MCCAULLEY SANDRA MCCRACKEN

JOSTZETZSCHE




CHRISTIANITY TODAY

Christianity Today: Home | FAQ | Masthead | Donate | Site Map | Terms & Conditions | Privacy Policy | Contact Us | Subscriber Help | Advertise | En Espaiiol |
International: CT Brazil | CT Korea | Global Christianity | Log In

STAY INFORMED. SIGN UP FOR OUR FREE NEWSLETTER.

ENTER YOUR EMAIL SIGN UP

-
-

beautifulORTHODOXY

Who We Are Careers Privacy Policy Help
GIVE TODAY .
What We Do Media Room Terms of Use Contact Us Christianity Today strengthens the church by

richly communicating the breadth of the true,
good, and beautiful gospel

CHRISTIANITY @'TODAY

Stories Follow Us Advertise My Account

Partner With Us

Learn more

© 2018 Christianity Today - 3 501({c)(3) nonprofit organization.



