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Mrs. Hoover. They and the Roose-

velts were great friends, neither
family thinking then that the twn! was familiar with the spot and its
men would be pitted against each' history, and encamped with a regi-
other in a bitier election battle 12: ment of British troops where the
old Naval Observatory buildings
are now located. At that time he
held a enlonél’s commission under
Braddock. Washington had
long looked upon this as a natural
lncation for the greatest commer-

years later,

Many Federal Buildings
Change Pennsylvania Avenue,

The Pennsylvania avenue that.

Franklin Roosevelt saw if he rode
in Woodrow Wilson's first inaugural
parade on March 4, 1913, bore little
resemblance to that famous thor-
oughfare as it is today. Between
the Treasury and the Capitol there
was only one Federal structure on

the avenue—the old Postoffice De-

partment Building. Today the whole
of Pennsylvania avenue nn

Federal buildings.

old masters valued at $50.000,000.

‘Potomac Park also has under-
The Lin-
coln Memorial, the Arlington Me-

gyne a transformation.

the
gouth side, between the Treasury
and the Capitol, is Federal ground. !
dptted with a magnificent array of
And now An-
drew Mellon, 81-year-old Pittsburgh
maltimillionaire, has offered to add

: $9,000,000 art gallery and to house
in it his world-famous collection of

! Columbia.

} Gen.
cial city of the new Nation,

Congress for Long Time
Shifted Capital City About.

the Republic.

George Washingtion, in his youth,

Had not the application of steam
revolutionized Jand transportation
and greatly lessened the importance
of navigable streams, his expecta-
tions more than likely would have
been realized. His views were shared '
by his Virginia friends, Jefferson,
Madtson and Lee, and the four were !
ardent workers in endeavoring to
secure the permancnt location of}
the Federal Capital on the Potomac,
{ It was far from an easy task. In-
deed, the fight over the lncation of
the Capital City was one nf tae
most bitter in the early history of,

Congress had held its sessions in

gimes.

First Lady, is interested in progres-
sive education and social questions,
housing and the general further-
ance of women's and children’s
causes, so was Mrs. Rutherford B.
Hayes, a banner bearer in the army
of temperance, Mrs. Benjamin
Harrison, first wife of President
Harrison, was progressive enough
and devnted to the cause of patriot-
ism to become the first President
General of the Daughters of the
American Revolution at a time
when women were supposed to sit
wack and let men take the credit
for past and present history,

The first Mrs. Woodrow Wilson
!was a pioneer in the cause of better
housing and slum clearance and the
second Mrs, Wilson stepped from
the fireside. which she considered
!women’s sphere, to join in the
movement tn organize the girls of
America into a Girl Scouts move-
jment and was the first First Lady
“to become a leader of that orzaniza-
Ition. although Mrs. Warren G,
'Harding was the first White House
i chatelaine to wear its uniform, an
rexample followed by Mrs, Coolidze

;House built by George Washington. which was really two houses,
_erected in 1799 by the first President on the west side of North Cap-
“itol street, Inter numbered 224, In 1331 this was g hotel krown as

‘the Hillman House, and in 1900 it was called the Kenmore, When
\the street was lowered fo grade, two stories were added to the
- house underneath,

and, of course. by Mrs. Hoover and
Mrs. Roosevelt.

Invalid Mrs. McKinley
Interested in Children.

The first President's wife -the
average Washingtonian remembers
was gentle, invalid Mrs. William
McKinley. Perhaps this was from
the vantage point of being among
the children invited by that gra-
cious lady to watch an Easter cgg
rolling fro mthe south portico of
the White House

Mrs McKinley, although ton ill o
be active. shared the interest of
other White House ladies in chil-
dren, Little ones taken to se her
always came away with some of her
favorite roses in their hands and
the memory of a wistful spirituslle
lady who loved children rwd wos
never too sick to listen to their
cheerful prattle, reminding ner pu.-
haps of the little children born to
Maj McKinley and hers~”. The
-children’s stay on this earth was of
a most transitory sort. The knitting
always in her hands was all on a
small scale, for this friend's child
or for some other tiny hands among
her Washington {riends.

Incidentally, Mrs. McKinley's in-
validism gave opportunity for a
demonstiration of tender husbandly
regard. He was never away from
her side except for business of
state and her welfare was his con-
stant concern,

Development of family life even
in the midst of the limelight of
state was the aim of Mrs. Theodore
Roosevelt. Aside from her duties
as chatelaine, which she fulfilled
with meticulous care and grace,
Mrs. Roosevelt  nccupied herself
with the upbringing of the young
people in her care. Thus the Ennse-
velt children led normal, healthy

y

{by Mrs. Roosevelt. This was not!
Just as Mrs. Roosevelt, present

done by appearance at public meet-
ings on these topics. but by whole-
some example from White
House, As White House chatelaine,
Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt set a high
standard of success and she had the
happy knack of blending the nat-
ural welcome of a hostess with the
dignity of a great position. X

Owen Wister once wrote: “Dis-
tinguished civilized men and charm.
Ing civilized women came as a
habit to the White House while
Roosevelt was there. For that once
in our history., we had an Ameri-
can salon, It was not a woman, as
in France, it was a man who drew
them together; but even such a man
as this could not have done it with-
out Mrs., Roosevelt .., It was a
combination. such as Washington
had never seen before, and s une
likely to see soon again.”

Outstanding among the achieve-
ments of Mrs. William Howard Taft
while in the White House was the
advancement made in the cause of
good music in the Capital under
her sponsorship and the develop-
ment of the Speedway as a place of
out-of-doors recreation for the peo-
ple.  With her daughter. Helen
Taft, now Mrs, Frederick Manning,
Mrs. Taft joined in the campaign
against sweatshops and refused to
wear any goods not made under
proper conditions.

She took a considerable interest
in political matters and under. her
administration entertaining at the
White House was maintained in the
same gracious manner of the Roose-
velts. There was elegance in its so-
cial atfairs, For many years Mrs.
‘Taft has lived in Washington ang is
a quiet but efficient force in its
cultural and musical affairs today.
While the former President was
Chief Justice of the United States
Mrs. Taft followed the social rou-
tine of Supreme Court ladies and
her at homes were thronged always
with the elite of the Capital and vis-
iting celebritics,

Has Traveled Widely:
Visits Europe ‘Annnally.

Every summer Mrs, Taft assem-
bled her children and their children
with her at the Taft summer home
in Murray Bay, Canada, and it is a,
joyous time of the year to- her.
Even as Mrs. Theodore Roosevelt,
she has traveled widely since her
husband's death, and generally
visits Europe at least once 3 year.

To the credit of Mrs. Harding and
Mrs. Coolidge is the work ‘they did
in encouraging in every possible
way the project of the Women's
Federal Prison, now a realized proj-
ect at Alderson. W. Va, run ac-
cording to up to date penal mathods.

The last three First Ladies, in-
cluding Mrs. Raosevelt, have heen
First Ladies of the out-of-doors,
and have taken much of their recre-
ation in walking and out-of-doors
occupations. Mrs. Hoover was the
first First Lady to drive her own

secn one of these three White House
chatelaines walking swiftly alonz
Washingion streefs, sometimes with
pet dogs on leashes and ti

Citizens of the Capital often havel

be remarked that all three are ar-
dent swimmers. Mrs. Hoover is an
intrepid and daring horsewoman
and will try the most hazardous
mountain passes, as those who have
ridden with her at Rapidan rue-
fully will attest. Mrs. Roosevelt en-
joys early mosrning rides and rides
throuzh our parks at a smart gal-
lop. Mrs. Hoover and Mrs, Roosa-
veit wear modern riding breeches
and shirts and a riding coat for
warmth, and oftén ride hatless. But
Mrs. Coolidge’s riding habit was of
the divided skirt variety. She liked

they seldom did so after he ob-
tained his electric horse for White
House exercise. .

Incidentally, these same First La-
dies can broil a steak or cook hot
dogs over an open fire in true Girl
Scout manner.

White House Life
Enjoyed by Trio.

These same ladies all enjoyed
White House life. “I love to -shake
hands, I Jove to _meet people, peo-
ple are my favorite books,” declared
Mrs. Coolidge, smiling her radiant
smile as she spoke, “One’ of the
things I have enjoyed most while
in the White House” said Mrs.
Hoover, as she was about to leave
it, “has been meeting interesting
people and finding out about things
at first hand.” That Mrs. Roose-
velt shares these sentiments is
shown by the great variety of pco-
ple she meets daily at her own
choice,

_Mrs, Harding had an ardent dc-
sire 10 share the White House with
the people and so has Mrs. Roose-
velt, The latier arranged for guides
to take tourists. about the White
House and literally hundreds - of

; thousands of patriotic pilarims take

advantage of this yearly. Mrs. Hard-
ing enjoyed personally escorting
groups of Girl Scouts and other
delegations about the White House
state rooms. Sometimes she even~
took them to the private living
quarters of the White House fam-
ily on the second floor of the Execu-
tive Mansion. Mrs. Harding took
a special interest in the floral deco-
rations at state functions and in-
variably discussed them at length
with the officials in charge of such
operations.

) tall woman with a slender,
well-curved figure, Mrs, Harding
wore well-fitting clothes. and,
though not always well. could stand
patiently for a long time in order
that.her white or blue satin dresses,
her favorites for White House wear.
might be made to set without a
wrinkle,

Mrs. Harding Wax
Kindly at Heart.

car, and used to drive swiftly from

.

mn
without them. In passing. it might

to ride with the President. butij

.| ters, kitche

watching ond helping and advising
was the President of the United
States.

The history of the White House
fascinated Mrs. Harding as it did
Mrs Hoover and Mrs. Coolidge.
They spent hours reading about it.
inspecting corners in atties with
friends, matching the furnjture and
bringing discarded historic pieces
into use again. The chief

g (hestsnd Sesan hundind snd
woaety-leegn, smd o the Lodvpra. §

dence of yur Vpaed
Amniniy thr toeny
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Procl, tion of Pri

Adams, dated Philadelphia, March
25, 1797, calling Congress to meet
in the first called extrgordinary

session of that body.

From the

Minerrve and Mercantile Adver-
t'ser of New York, March 28, 1797,

since the Roosevelix came there in

933 been in the arrangement
of the President’s rare collection of
marine paintings and photographs
on the walls of several of the living
rooms and the utilization of the
Monroe room as a family sitting
room and. of eourse, the complete
renovation of the domestic quar-
ns and storerooms last
year..

Mrs. Coolidge, it will be remem-
bered. found the blackened silver
model of the Mayflower in the
White House attie, had it cleaned
and now it is ured as a centerniece
for many luncheons and dinners.
She algo restored the green room
to more of its traditional appear-
ance,

Mrs. Coolidge Had
Guest ‘Rooms Built.

It was Mrs.  Coolidge. too, whn
had the attractive guest rooms built
on the attic floor which have served
White House children since that
time. The nurserv and roof gar-
den playground Mrs. Hoover ar-
ranged are a permanent addition to
the future comfort of children liv-
ing in the historic mansion,

The santorial demands of the
post of First Lady have heen recoz-
nized by all of them. Mrs, Roose-
velt gats a ecriain supnly of new
frocks at given peric-'s of the year.
and then dismisses them from her
busv life and thoughts, Alwajss
well groomed. she is most becom-
ingly dressed for the va-ious activ-
ities of the day, although her
friends claim that frogm a sartorial
point of view she is at her best
in evening dress.

President Coolidge took a per-
sonal interest in the clothes worn
by Mrs. Coolidge and frequently
made suggestions as to their choice.
He liked handsome materials, made
up with trains for evening parties.

lovely dress but without a train at
a function he made the request that
she have a train added to it,

Gen. Johnson was the representa-
tive from Maryland in the Conti-;
nenta} Congress in 1774, end it wes
he who nominaied Georze Wash-
ington to be 1th

and friend of Lord Byron. ceme
hees in 1893 and wave vent tn the
follnwing severe bit of satire:
“Thic fam'd metropolis, whers
fancy sees
Squ::rm in morasses, obelisks in

ees]
Which traveling fools and gazet-

adorn

With shrines unbuilt and heroes

yet unborn: .
Thoreh naught but wonds and

Jefferson they see,
Where  streetc should

sages ought to be.”
After writing that. Moore feit
rather badly ‘about it and avolo-
gized several times, Could he see
the Washington of todav. he nrob-
7hly would be even more humble.
For the morasees truly have hecome
sgua~es, the mamificont rbelisk in
lhrmnr of Washington stands in
Pntamac Park, and the city abounds

run and

e commander in'with shrines

Once when Mrs. Coolidge wore al.

She was a kindly woman at heart.
A rich campaign contributor in-
vited to a White House dinner sent

Mrs. Hoover wore handsome
dresses for state functions, long and
draped of line. She, however, pre-
ferred sport clothes to any other
sort, Her afternoon gowns wepge of
chi{on and velvet, for the mosi
pa

Old St. Paul's Church, opposite Cheio
bounded by Vesey, Fulton and Church
here immediately aftr -

gttended service
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