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LOCATING THE GAPITAL

How District Was Set Apart
to Nation 100 Years Ago.

WASHINGTON DREW THE PLANS

Story of Original Grant Made by Maryland
and Virginla, and Proclnmations of the
First President Ordering Survesys for
What Is Now the Most Beau.itul Capiinl
of the World—Ilow Counszress Accepted
Gift—Recession of SiripSouth’of Potomauc.
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Although the guestion of the establish-
ment of a permanent seat of government
Liad been discussed in Congress for a num-
bLer of years, it was not until 1783 that any
legislation looking tewurd that end was
enacted. The initlative was taken by the
yeneral assembly of Maryland, the lead
being followed by Virginla and the nu-
tional Congress. It was more than twe
years, however, before the legislation was
completed.

On December 23, 1788, the general assem-
bly of the State of Maryland passed (e
ant of cession, the wording of the law bu-
sang as follows:

An act to cede to Congress a disirict of ten miles
square ta this Siate (Maryland) for the seat of
the govainnes, of the Ulited States.

By i1 enatted by the gencral asseinbiy of Mary-
land. that the representaiives of this State, In the
liouss of Represcntatives of the Congress of the
L nited States appoiated to assemble at New Yorfi.
on the Arst Wednesda; of March next, be and ey
sre hereby autburized and required, on behall of
this State, 1o wede lo the (ongress of the United
States any district in this Siate, pot exceeding ten
miks square, which the 'ongress may fix upon anl
accept fur the sest ol government of the Caited
States

The act of cession passed by Virginia
December 3, 179, was as follows:

An act for the «(=zton of ten iailes square. or auy
legser quattity of territory within thus State, 19
the Unsted States, 10 Congress assembled, for
the perranent ~at of the geneial guverame ot

1. Whereas (be equal and common bencfits resull-
ing from the & lmiatstialion of Ui general govern-
meat will be best diffused. and 3t operations be-
conie more prompt and corialn Ly establishing such
a situation for the reat of the said goverament as
will be mo»rt ventral and cupvenient to the ditizens
of the United Stalez ot large having regard as well
to population, extent of terrtary, sad a [rve navi-
gation tu the Aulaniic Oecan, thrvugh the Chesa-
peake Bay, as te the most direct and ready commu-
plcation with ou® fellow-ciiizens in the western
frunticr. And, whercas, )t appears to this assembly
that a situition combining all the considerations
and advantages befure re-ited may be had on tre
Lanks of the Hiver Potomac, above tide water, in
a s ountry rich and ferttle in soll, healthy and salu-
Lriwoua in . lunate, nod abounding in all the neces-
saries and conveniences of 1Ms, where, in a location
of ten mitles pquare, if the wizdom of Congr:ss shall
20 direct, the States of Pennsylvania, Maryland, and
Virginia may parnieipate 1o sach locatwn,

11. Be it. therefure, enacted by the ganeral gs-
sembly thiet a truarl of cousiry, oot esweeding ten
miles squuse, OF any leswer guantity, to be located
within the limirs of this State, and in awy part
threreof as Congress may by law girect, shail be,
and the same i3 herehy forever ceded and relin-
quiskea to the Congress and government of the
United States, In full and absolute right and ex-
clusive jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persuns
romiding or tu ressde therecn, pursuant to tke tenor
and eftrct of the eiznth sectitn of the first article
! tae Coustitution of the goverament of the United
oAt

1ti. Prov ded, 1hat sothing herein contained shall
e totnitaed 0 Vet in Uhe | ouited States any night
of property du e soll or to affert the nights ol
1081y . Quu s th-r- 1. wiherwine than the same chall
1 may be trancieried by suct individuals v e
Tntted States

IV. And provided, slso. that the jurisdiction of
the laws of tuis ' vinmonSealth over the peisons
and property of individuals residirg within the lim-
318 of the or-siun ajuresasd, siall Dot rease or des
terraine until Congress, having accepted the said
cession, shull, by law, provide for ths governmernt
thereof, under their jurisdi~tion. mn the manoper
provided by the article of the ‘on-titutivn befure
Fecited. °

Congresa Accepted In 1290,

It was not until eighteen months after
the passage of the Maryland act of ees-
rion that Congress flnally accepted the
wrants of Maryiland and Virginia., The act
of Congress was signed by Preshient
\Washington, and became a law on Juiv
16, 1790. The bill originated in the Senate
and passed the House with slight amendd-
ment. The Jaw, as finally
norded u= follows:

An art for establizhing the temporary and permna-
fest mat of governmeat of the United Stutes,

S . 1 B it eucried by the Scenate and Hoase of
Represenirtines of the Lniled States of America, 10
Congre=x gasembley, That a district of territory pot
exce dirg ten miles square, 10 be lucated as here-
after directed, on the River Potumac, at some £pace
between the Eastern Braundh and Conogocheague,
Le, aud the same is hereby, accepted fur tas peds-
man:nt s« at of fovernment of the Unlted States
Frovile), neverthe less, that the operation of the
laws uf the Srare within such district snall not be
affected L3 thi< aceeptanee untit the time fixed for
the removal «f the gm:rament thereto, and unul
C ugress shall o'l erwis by law provide.

2 Aud le :t further enacted, That the Prea-
{4 nt of the Unlied Stat-s be authorized to appeoint,
and Ly fupplving vacan: les Lappening from relusais
to act of claer causes, 10 keep in appointment as
ling as may be necesrary, three Commisslouers,
b, ¢ asy twn of whom, skzll, under the & ree-
1 uf the P'rezident, survey, and by proper metes
ard 1.iede g fine and Hmit a district of terri-
¥ und-r tne limitaticns abuve meatloned and
tic d.otr s defined, linited and lucated, shall
te dv -mred the Jdistrict acespted by this act, for the
permanent Lt of goverament of the United States,

Fev I And e it enarted, That the sald commis-
& ne %, or aav taov of them. shall have pewer to
] - hare Wl oaceept, surh quantity of land og the
ca-trrn sode of the satd river, within the said
ittt as the President shall deem prouper tor the
ter of the United States. and according o sech
plat.: a8 the rnqd-'m shall approve, the sa.d com-
ul.est IR, UT &DY 1% of them, shall, prior o
the first M.nda; in De-ember, In the year 1300,
pr Ude saoabls baddings for the accommesdatinn
of Congres: and of the President, and for the pub-
lic offven of the government of the [ nite dstates.

See. 4, And e st enncted. That for defraylag
th‘e. expenge of rurh purhuses and builldings the
Hrésident of the | nited States shail be authorized
and reque~tel to aceept grants of money.

Sec. 5. And bLr it ena:st-d, That prior to the first
Monday In D»=ccmier nest il offies attached (o the
seat of the peserntont of the United Srates shall
Ve remoysd to, and until the said brst Moaday in
December. tn the year 1wy, shul] remain in,
city of Plaladript.a an the Mate of Pennsylvania,
at which plase the restion of Cungress next ensulng
the present shall be Leld

Rev. € And e 11 ena t-1 That on the said first
Mounday i3 Lrovmber, in the year 1sw, the seat of
the government 1the luitel States shall,
virtue of this act, be transterred to the district and
place aforesald.  And all offices sttached to the
seat of government shall weorrdingly be removed
theretn by their respect:ve hulders, and ~hall, after
tie sald day., cease to be exercised elsewhere; and
1hat the Lecessary cxpenge of such removal shail b
e-fraved out of the duties on impusts and tonnrage,
of - 1 4 rufBcicnt sum Is hereby appropr.ated.

Juyy a6, 17400 Aproved.

GEORGE WASHINGTON,
President of the United States,

Gearge Washington’s Proclamation.

The muchinery of government moved
alon v i these Jdasys, and It was not untll
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enacted, was

the .

by -

alx 1t 1he later, or on January 24 1wl

that I =i leni Washington Issued a proc-

lam.th 1. establishing the seat of guvern-:

ment witlen (he presont limits of the Dis-
trict of Columbia. The proclamation was
as follous:

“By the President of the United States
of Americu, o Proclamation:

“\Whereas the general ussembly of the
State of Maryiand, Ly an act passed on
the =34 day of December, 1783, entitled,
‘an act to cede 16 Cungress a district of
ten miles squore In this State, for the
seat of the government of the Unhied
States,’ did enact that the representa-
tives of the sald State in the House of
Representatives of the Congress of the

TUnited States, appointed to assemble at
New York, on the first Wednesday of
March then next ensuing, should be, and
they were hereby authorized and required,
on behalf eof the said State, to cede to the
Congress of the United States any dis-
trict In the said State not exceeding ten
miles square which the Congress might
fix upon and accept for the seat of gov-
ernment of the United States.

“And the general assembly of the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, by an act passc}
on the 33 day of December, 1789, and en-
titled, ‘an act for the cession of ten miles
square, or any lesser quantity of territory

within this State, to the Unfted Stales, ;

in Congress assembled, for the perma-
nent seat of the general govern-
ment, did enaet that a tract of
country not exceeding ten miles square,
¢r any lesser quantity, to be locuted
within the limits of the =ald State, and in
any part thercof, as Coligress mright by
law direct, should be, and the same was
thereby forever czded and rciinquished to
the Congress and government of thoe
United States, in full and absolute right
and exclusive jurisdlction, as well of soll
as of persuns reriding or to reatde thereon,
pursuant to the tenor and effect of the
elghth section of the first article of the
(ronstitution of government of the Unied
States.

“and the Congress of the United States,
Ly their act passed on the 1ith day of
July, 1790, and entitied, *An act for ¢stab-
lishing the temporary and permanent seat
of the government of the ["nited Stuites,”
authorized the President of the United
States to appeint three commissionera (o
survey under his direction and by proper
metes and bounds, to limit a district of
territory, not exceeding ten miles square
an the River Potomae, at some place be-
tween the mouth of the Eastern Braach
anil Conecocheajzue, which disirict, w0 to
be located and limited, was aceepted by
the said act of Congress as the district for
the permanent seat of the government of
the United States,

“Now, therefore, in pursuanes of the
powers to me contided, and after Jduiy ex-
amining and welghing the advantages amd
diradvitntages of the several sitnathons
within the limits aforesabd, 1 Jdo her by
declare and make known that tae Joeation
of one part of the said disirict of ten
miles square shali bhe found by running
four lines of experiment in the folloxing
manner; that Is to say, running from the
cotirthouse in Alexarndric, Vo, due sonth-

+west half a mile, and thenee a due couth-

cast course till it shil sirike  Hunting
Creek, to tix the begmning of the said
four lins of experiment,

How the don sednries Were Fived,

“Then beginning the first of the
four lines of experiment at e pount on
Hunting Creek where the sl southsast
course shall have struck the same, and
running the sald first line due northwest
ten miles; thence tae secaond line iate
Maryland due northeast ey mles: thenee
the third Jline due southeast ten miies;
and thenee the fourth fine due southwest
ten miles, to the beginiung on Hunting
Creek.

“And the sald four lince of exneriment

starid

being 5o run, [ do herchs doclare andd
make known that wvart swithin the sald
four lines of experimdur which rhall by

within the State of Marvlam! armd above
the Bastern Branch, a1l nil that parg
within the same four lines of experiment
which shall be within the Caotnmonwe «dth
of Virginia, and above a line to be run
from tho point of land forming the upper
cape of the mouth of the Eastern Branch,
due southwest, and no more, fs now fixed
upon and dir=-~tcd to be surveyed, aelined
limited, and located for o parc of the <abd
district aceopted Ly thee | abd aet of Cane
gress for the permanent <ent of the gove.
ernment of the Unlted Stetew: hereby exe-
pressly reserving the direction of the sur-

vy and loeation of the remaindng part of

the said district, (o he meacde hereafter
contiguous to such part or parts of the
pregent location as iz o1 2hall be agreea-
bly to law.

“And 1 do accordingly direet the sald
commissinners, appoeintod asreeahly to the
tenor of the said act, to proceed furthwith
to run the sald lines of experiment, and

the same being run, to survey, and hy
proper metes aand bounds ta define and

Mmit the part within the <ame, which is
hereinbefors directed for immediate loea-
tion and acceptanes; and thereof to make
due report to me, under their hands and
seals,

“In testimony whereof,

1 baye caused

the seal of the United States to be utlixed :

to these presents, and signed the same
with my hand. Done at the ety of Phil-
adelphin, the 24th day of January, in the
voar of our lard, 1791, and of the -inde-
pende nee of the nited States, the fif-
tes-nth. “GROIRGE WASHINGTON.
By the President.
“THOMAS JEFFERSON ™

Amendatory Procian-ont on,

On March 30, following, President Wash-
inirton lssued an wmmendatory proclama-
tion, us follows:

“Whestens by o proclamation, bearing
date the 2ith day of Junuary, of this pros-
ent year, und in pursuanece of ceriain
zets of the States of Marviand and Vir-
winta, and f the Congress of the Ladted
States therein mentionsd, certinn liaes of
experiment were dir 1o 19 be run in ithe
neighborhood of Hnur',;r'c.:vn, in Maury-
land, for the purpc=e of determining the
location of a part of the territory of ten
miles square for the pormanent seat of
the government of the United States; anl
a certiain part was directod 10 be Jocat «d
within the sald lines of experiment on
bLoth sides of the FPotomae, and above the
1imit of the Eastern Iirinch preseribod Ly
the said act of Congress.

“And Congress, Ly an anendatory oct,
passed on the 3d duy of this present
month of March, have given further au-
thority to the President of the United
States ‘to make any part of the sald ter-
ritory, balow the said limit, and above
the mouth of Hunting ¢reck, a part of
the sald District, su us to jnciude 2 con-
venlent part of the lastern Biranch, and

of the lands lying of the lower side there- |

of. and also the town of Alvxundria’
“Now, the efuore, fur the purpoxe of
amending and completing the lucation of
the whole of the sald territory of ten
miles square, in conformity with the siid
amendatory act of Congress, 1 de hercby
declare and make known that the whole
of the said termtory shail be located and
included within the four lincs follow'ne:
‘That Is to say, beginninyg at Junes' Polig,
Leing the upper cape of Hunting Credk,
in Virginia, and at an angle in the out-
sot of furty-five degrees west of the north,
and ranning in a direct line ten mije«
for the first line; then beginning ngain
at the same Jones' Polnt, and running
another direct line at a right angle with
the first, acruss the Potomac, ten miies
for th= second line; then, from the termn:-
nations of the said first and sccond lines.
running two otwer direct lines of ten
mles ~ach, the one crossing the Eiusiern
Itraack aforesaid and the othrr the 1'v-
temac, and meeting each other in a puint,
and I do accordingly direct the com-
miseioners named under the authoriiy of
the said first mentioned act of Congress
10 precedd ferihwith to have the said four
‘ines run, and by proper metes anld
bounds defin>d and limited: and, thereof.
to make due report under their haads
and seals. and the territory =o te be 1o-

rated, deflned, and limited, shall be t:u-,

whole territory accepted by the sald act
of Congress as the District for the perma-
nent seat of the government of the Unit-
ed States.

“In testimony whereof, I have causecd

' the seal of the United States to be af-

and signed the

fixed to these [presents,
Done at George-

same with my hand.

Read' the adverusements in The Post
next Saturday and secure the 30 cash
prize. Twenty-two other prizes.

town aforesaid, the 20th day of Alarch,
!in the year of our Lord, 1791, and of the
Indenendence of the United States the
fifteenth, GEORGE WASHINGTON.

By the Iresident:

THOMAS JEFFERSON.
Marsinnd?s Ratifientlon of (ension.

The cesslon of territory had been made
complete by Virginia, but an act of rati-
fication on the part of the Maryland gen-
eral assembly was necessary. According-
Iy, shortly after Lhe issuance of Presi-
s den Washington's final proclamation, an
jact was nassed “acknowledging and for-
“ever ceding and relinquishing to the Con-
gress of the United States all that part
of the said territory called Columbia,
which les within the Mimits of this State,
in full and absolute right and compleie
jurisdiction, as well of soil as of persons
residings, or to reside, thereon, pursuant
{ to the tenor and effect of the eighth see-
i tion of the first article of the Constitution
! of government of the United States.”
1 7This cnded the legislation directly
bearing on the establishment of the seat
of government in the District of Colum-
bin, so far as the original lines of the
District were concernced,

Virginin Resolation in 1846,

In 1§16, however, that part of the Dis-
trict lyving west of the Potomac was ecod-
ed back to Virginia, Congress surrenderingg
the terriiory chiefly in compliance with
the wishes of the people of Alexandrin,
*“The motives of the people of Alexandria
in destring to be relegated to o unfon with
Virginia were obvious enough,” says Dr.
l;\lnswnrlh R. Spofford, in his work, *The
Fonnding of Washington City.”  *In the

half century of their attachment to the
Dixtrict of Columbia, the sanguine hopes
which a former generation had built upon

THE CAPITAL IN 1800

Birth of Wilderness City Was
Without a Precedent.

ALLTHE WORLDJEERED OR CARPED

First Cougreas to NMeet §u New Cupitnl
round Little Except Mud and “Magnifi-
cent Distances? — Coming of President
Adams and the Depavtments—Public and
Private Accommodations Alikce Wanting
—Moore’s Sutire on“Modern Xomve.”

The same spirit of independence which
prompted the fathers of the republic to
sever the political ties binding them to tho
mother country prompted them, no doubt,
to go out into the wilderness to build
capital. The deeds which made the carly
history of our nation were not in the pur-
suince of precedent, but were precedent-
making. When it was proposed, there-
fore, that in a virgin city the seat of gov-
ernment should be established, no onc
stopped to inquire if there was precedent
for doing so. Therc was opposition 10 the
project, it §s true, but the opposition
sprang from cities already  establisherd,
aspired to be t.Lhc capital, and was in ho

a sccond session begin in Washington
November 17, of the same year, The ex-
ceutive and judicial departments ihere-
upon began preparations for a general
moving.

President Adams left the Bxecutive

Mansion at Scventh and High strects,
Philadelphia, May 27, 1800, within two
wecks after Congress adjourned, and

made 2 temporary trip to the new Capi-
tal. He traveled in his private carriage by
way of Lancaster, Pa., and Frederick,
Md. A daily stage, leaving Philadelphin
at 6 a. m., bumped and splashed over i
more direct rond by way of Baitimore and
arrived In Washington the next cvening
at 5 o'clock—a journey of twenly-one
hours, which the “‘lron horse’ now.covers
in_one-seventh that time. But President
Adams preferred the more circuitous trip,
because promised more opporlunities of
cntertalnment on that route.
President Adams? Aveival.

e arrived in Georgetown, of which
Washington was then n scattered suburb,
on June 3, one wecek after he had started.
At the boundary line of the District of
Columbia he was met by *a large crowd
of respectable citizens on horseback" and
ecscorted into town, “where he was re-
celved with pleasure and veneration.”

“phe military of the city of Washington
and the marines stationed there manifest-
ed their respect by sixteen discharges of
musketry and artillery,” says an old
chronicle.

The next day, at Union Tavern, George-
town, he wrote a reply to a commlittee
which had welcomed him. On June 5 he
visited the unfinished House of Repre-
gentatives, On .une 11 he was given a
reception In Alexandria, and on June 1
departed for Massachusetts. 1t was not
until  autumn  that  the President aud

rotunda had rot heen huill,
foundations had been previously lald.

oflictals, but a temporary apartment,
known as the ‘“‘oven,” was soon arranged
for it in the south wing.

known as “Statuary Iiall.,” ‘The
held its first deliberations in its originally

Supreme Court of. the United States. The
complete plans for the then
tol did not, of course, anticipate the great
iron dome and the two imposing marble
wings which grace the great Capitol of to-
day.

Congress' first deliberations in Wash-
ington were quite as uninspiring as the
unfinished edifice in which they were held.
When ealed together, November 17, the
Senate and House had to adjourn until the
next day for want of a uorum, and the
Senate continued to adjourn from day to
day until the 21st, when the neccessary
number appeared. Saturday, November
22, President Adumgs visited the Capitol
and addressed the snembers of both houscs
gathered togsther in the Scenate chamber.
Representatives in those days wore their
hats during sessfens. Ladices were ex-
cluded from the galleries.

Queer Perguisites ot Barle Legislatovs,

Urns filicd with Scoteh gnuff were placed
tn ciech house, and employes were charged
with the duty of lkeeping them filled. In
the Senate and House were employed ofii-

cinl  “pen-makers,””  who mended  the
woose quills then in comon usc. There

were alsn officlal sealers. intrusted with
(he: sealing of Jetters and packages with

v wax. The “stationery® furnished in
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the fostering hand of the national govern-
P ment had not been realized. Congress hal
done litie or nothing for the improve-
ment of that slde of the river. Washing-
Yton had grown from a settlement of
souls to i population of peuarly 19,600, hut
AMexandrin had not shared this rapid in-
crerce, and found her commerce, fnstedad
of 1he vast extension which had been pre-
dicted, growing even smaller year by year
Her people, deprived of the priviieges of
t eltizenship in Virginin, had acquired no
rights under the United States; on the
| contrary, they were deprived even of the
| privilege of voting for President or Con-
Cgeress, while at the same time, without 2
volcee in any of the laws that moverned
them. In the foreible language of one of
thelr spokesmen,  they  were Cpoliticad
arphans, who had been abanjoned by
their legitimate parents, and were un-
cared for by the parents who had adopted
L them.' Mr. Heverdy Johnson salbd thar
the people of Alexandria hitd been neg-
lected hy Congress, and they had probabiy
#oud reason for desiring to be restored to
thelr mother State. since it was natural
that Congress should be more favorable
to that part of the District which way
the immedinte scene of its Jabors""

“«jzr. Cathoun, replying to the constitu-

proposed to cede i part of the permanent
seat of the government, sald the act of
Congress so providing possessed no per-
pe-tutity of obligation, but was repealable.
Besides, the giving up of the strip of
land on the other side of the river in oo
manner affected the permanency ol the
st of povernment in what remained.
Here the government had been  wisely
ijucated, and bere, in his opinion, it woul.l
continus, so long as the institutions of
the repulnic cndured.”

The proposition to recede the territory

to Virginla was made an excuse of the
sart of o small minority in Congress to
advocate the removal of the Capital to
a ore \Western locution, but those in
, favor of the project were not suflicient
“in pumber to carry serious weight., The
aet of retrocession was carried by lLurge
" majorities in both branches of Congress,
fand when the question 4vas submitted 0
a vote of the pcople concerned, was riti-
fied by what closely approximated a
vnanimous vo—ti.________

AN INARTISTIC SOUVENIR,

Il:ﬂlfk of Taste Shown in the Centenuial
Proesrnmmne.

WWithout the least desire
‘o eriticise anybody in particular, and
only in the interest of art, I eall your at-
lrn'liun to the vulgar and inartistic qual-
tty of the souvenir programme for the
¢ ntennial. Any clever patent medicino
.dvertirement is certainly more meritori-
The time has come when on com-

! Editor Post:

wus.
mittees of that kind, artists, connois-
reurs, or critics ought to be placed, who |

have judgment and quallities of discern-
ment to enable them to decide as to the
‘litnese and dignity ef such a souvenir.
otherwise a simple, white. engraved card
would not only be preferable, but cheap-
er.

1 di<tinetly want it understood that this
{sx not critivising the committees who un-
celfishly devote their time and money 19
sueh affairs, but o suggest that we have
progressed  far enough to prevent such
performasnees. The engraved dinner in.i.
tailon of George Washington. of mar>
than a century ago. was, compared with
it. n work of art indecd.

1 still want to add ! shall not enter into
a controversy with anybody in regard Lo
1his matter, ns they are welcome to the:r
opinion. but I am frank to say that the
people best able to judge, who have seen
this souvenir, and have been consuited i3
regard to this publication, have fully

agreced with me.
VICTOR G. FISCHER.
Washington, Nov. 11.

| G. 0. Tsy(lor Whiskies, never sold ia bulk, .

tional objection to retrocession, that it

R

I .
: wise Aue to the daring nature of the pro-

i
!
|

' the men who had given

jeot ftself.

\When the bands of the Lritish troons
marched out of Yorktown plaving ““The
world Turned Upside Down,'” their musle
l.rulllrully portrayed the spirit of the
times, They were not great battles, as
our ideas of battles go to-day, that were
fought by Washington and his ragged amd

Y ofi-titnes hungry, but dauntless and pa-

triotie followers, but in their revolution-
ary aund far-reaching cen-cquences they
were the most stupendous in the history
of the world. Tt was o time when old
customs. okl modes of thought, old insti-
tutione, and oll fdeals were Talling shat-
tered on every shde, and it was taken as a
miatter of course, when no oxisting city
¢oeomed sultable for a capital, that the
young republic should build a city to its
fiking.
Eurape Jeered and Crities Ca roed.

Furope was ready with her jibe and
eneer, and there were earping ones at
home, who whined and grumbled, but
the world its
greatest LIl of human rights, and with
the sword had made the world recelve it,
were not apt te ha swayed by such petlty
chiding,  They knew that forests wonld
give way to the ax of the forester; that
swamps and morasses and other ohstacles
could he overcotne, and they set them-
solves {0 the task. ‘The Washington of
ta-day in their enduring monument. The
IZurope that snecered at the “wilderness
eapltal’” of the “phucolic republic’” now
comes to admire and marvel at its beauty
the eity. for the founding of which the
primeval forests were in places cut away,
has, in a hundred years, grown in mag-
nificener to be lhc'pride and boast of
Amecricans everywhere.

‘The Constitution had given Congress
exelusgive controt over a district ten miles
square, such as mizht be given to the
nation by the States for the seal of Fed-
eral wovernment. The next task was to
locate this distriet. There was a squabble
in the first Congress among advocales of
many different sites, notably those along
the Delaware, Susquehanni, and Poto-
mae. Once both fiouse actually voted to
locate the Capital at Germantown, Pa.,
but reconsidered. New England members
denounced the Potomac region as an un-
healthy swamp. The Southern members
won out. The Potomas site was selected
in 1790 by a majority of three votes in the
House and two in the Senate. Pennsyl-
vanin was humored by a grant of the
temporary capital for ten years. Presl-
dent Washington was allowed to choose
any spot within about 100 miles above ihe
junection of the Potomac and its eastern
branch. The father of his country arrived
in Georgetown March 28, 1791, and the
next day. with the three commissioners
he had appointed to govern the district,
tegether with two surveyvors selected to
lay it out. began to mark the bounds of
the new city.

Maj. o Enfant’s First Waork.

One of these surveyors was Maj. Plerre
Charles L'Enfant, a French engineer. EHe
drew n careful plan of the future city of
\Washington. ‘This was accepted by the
immortal George in 1791, Gen. Washing-
ton was not luunpered by law in his gov-
ernment of the District of Columbia, He
appointed his three commissioners,
Messrs., Johuson, Stewart, and Carroll,
without the advice or consent of the
Senate.

Another squabble had arisen over the
name te be given the new Capital City.
Some wished to call it “\wWashingtonople.”
The commissioners christened.it the “City
of Washington.” An English letter writer
thereupon accused President Washinaton
of vanity. “As soon as he is defunect,” said
this critle, “the city, which is to be the

poasted monument of his greatness, will’

also be defunct.” )
The Sixth Congress adjourned in Phila-,
delphia May 14, 1300, having directed“tha

AMrs. Adams came to the new White
House to live. ‘Thev traveled very slowly
by carrifago from 1 wiladelphia by way of

Baltineere, and thus into Washington
Mrs. Abigall Adams, In Novembar, 180,
ide her informal entree as st 1 ly of
the land.’* She found the Whitne liouse
untinished. altbough its corner-stone had
been Inid elght yenrs before, in the pres-
cnece of George Washington., What there
wis of It stood on what was then ecalled
Y gtreet ridge.” The raln and snow fall-
ing upon this prominence divides],
runining to the north, part o the soth.
The water thus drainet formed o sort of
creek, partly surrounding the Prestdent’s
groumis. ‘Phe Iatter had no fence. ‘The
first floor of the mansion was untinished.
the prineipal stalrs were not up.

White Hoase s*Housewarming.*?

Mrs. A lamsg’ first “]:nus:m\'nwning" in
Ler new home was a practieal rather
than ceremonious function. Whut wood
she could get she burned to dry the plas-
ter, yet damp, on the walle. The tirst
rublic rec. ption in the new White House
oecurred Now Year's Day, 1801, and had to
be held In a room on the second floor, in
which Liter Presidents have received their
business enllers.  The home life of the
Adamses while in the White House was
platn, The President’s luncheons
Invitriahly consisted of oatcake and lem-

onnde.  ‘The family dimngrs were  sim-
ple.  Adams was so upassuming in his

manners that Mistress Abigail occasion-
ally saw fit to remind him, when he was
free and familiar with the contmon peo-
ple. thit his behavior til-befitted his high
rank and dignified oflice,

The moving ¢f ihe excceutive depart-
ments from  Philadelphin began in May,
180, The ofilce furnishings and records
eine by water, the oflicials and employ s
by stoge Hone or private equipage. It is
snil that a single packet sloop brought
all the offiee furniture of the departments,
besides seven large boxes and five smuall
cnes, containing the archives," The Pres-
fdent's Cabinet then consisted of but dive
members,
142 cmployes.  Uncls Sam paid all trav-
elng expenses for these oflicials and clerks
and th «dr familics.

Bariy Depurtment Buildings.

These men, comprising the first civil
service regime organized for the Wash-
ington departments, came hither imbued
with the hope that the law authorizing
their removal from the gay and bustling
metropolis woukl, as was rumored, be re-
pealed, They found only one department
Luilding evected. ‘T'his was the old Trens-
ury, on the site of the south front of the
present edifice. It was a plain, two-story
brick, of only thirty rooms. Oliver Wol-
cott, Sceretary of the Treasury, arvived
June 2 to occupy it.

At the southwest corner of the White
House grounds the “‘war ollice” was still
in course of ercction. This was similar
to the 'reasury oflice in size and appear-
ance, but not being ready for occupancy
upon the arrival of Seeretary of War Dex-
ter, Junc 12, he and his department went
into temporary lodgings in a three-story
house on Tennsylvania avenue, above
Twenty-first street, and opposite the notel
of Williamm O'Necal, father of that Ieggy
O’'Neal who gained fame in Jackson’s
administratich. But the War Depart-
ment officials had barely settled down to
work in these temporary headquarters
when, in November, 1800, a fire broke out
and destroyed o large part of their rec-
ords. The following January a similar
fire occurred in the ‘freasury Department.
wrhe President was in line” recalled a
citizen writing of this latter conflagri-
tion, *“and was busy in aiding to pass the
huckets to and from the burning build-

5.

Tiival politicians then, as now, were
grasping at every straw. Adams’ admin-
jeiration was accused of starting the two
fitez to destroy records of their alleged
maladministration.

Tho first Post-Office Department was
opened--in_‘*Mr. Cracker's house,”” near
2lodget’s Fotel, at what is now-Seventh
and- 13, When Abraham Bradley—acting
for Postmaster Gereral Habersham—open-
od his oflice there only one-half the floors
were laid and only four rooms were plas-
tered. The owner allowed Uncle Sam to
oxpend half of_ the $660 annual rental to
make the building tenantable, Altorney
General Charles Lee, who left Philadel-
phin May 28, then had no organized De-
partment- of Justice. He took lodging
somewhere near the White House, as did
alsn Secretary of State John Marshall—
with only eight clerks—and Secretary of
the Navy Stoddart—with sixteen clerks,
Both of. these latter Cabinet members
had arrived in Juné. This moving cost
Unele Sam, all teld, less than $40,009,

The Capito! in November, 1800.

-“’ashiugton‘, _November 17,--1800, it found

the'Cdpit61\Building anything but-an in-
spiring ‘spectacle:. Only the northernmost

¥ings -was finished, and that

‘of the'old

part ’
ary

Working undar these were but]
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1oth houses included penknives, scissors.
rasors, pocket-books, Kid gloves, perfum-
ery, bears' grease, and an Cinnocent bev-
erage called swichell,” among whose in-
gredionts were good French brandy aml
Jamalen rum. This was always charged
in  the “‘stationery” appropriation as
csyrup.”’

' e members of Congress woere anvthing
bt pleased with their new abiding plaeo

resident, Cwas hy no omeans compliment-
to us. AU this time there were but
s places In the eity suitable Tor ment-
bers to buard at. Some of them went o
Georgetown and  boarded  at the Unimn
Tavern, some stopped at the Six and Sev-
wn buildings, and others in purts of the
¢ity where they could find aceommoda-
Liong. The discontent which prevailed
among them was so great that it was
eared that the seat of govermment woul.!
be removed from Washington. in fact, !

tunately failed.”
sulunraes bow and Livingean

The salury of a Member of Congress
was then but $6 a day. Of the houses it
was written In 1800: *The few that have
been let are at rents none under §250 and
s300.  Provisfons are plenty, good enough,
and cheaper than in Philadeiphia, You
can buy a peck of field strawberries for
a fivepenny bit; garden at 11 cents @
quart.”

The Supreme Court of the United
States, seeing that no preptration  had
heen made for it in Washington, contin-
ued to meet in its comfortable Philadel-
phia quarters until February 2, 1801, Jts
members, Hke those of Congress, were
loath to begin thelr duties. Two adjourn-
ments had to be taken before there ap-
peared, on February 4, a sufiicient num-
ber to do business. 'The first meeting was
held in the basement of the old Capitol, in
rooms provided for one of the Senate
cuommiitees.

The faster the population of Washing-
ton grew during this first eventful year
the more bitter and caustic became the
invectives of her erities.

¢ gy of Ma nificent Distances,®

Ceorgelown  was called *‘a  city of
houses withont streets;” Washington, “a
city of streets without houses.” The Ab-
be Correa de Serra, Portuguese Minister,
was speaking in sarcasm when he called
the new capital city of magniticent
distances,” now proudly applied. **Strang-
ers, after visiting the oflices of state, are
apt to inquire for the city while in its
very center,” wrote C. W. Janson, an
TEaglish visitor. *“Qumil and other birds,”
said he, “‘are constantly shot within a
hundred yards of the Capitol during the
sitting of the Houses of Congress.” New
York, Philadelphia, New Xngland, aud,
indeed, even foreign newspapers, waxed
facetious in their deseriptions of the new
seiat of government. In fact, poor Wuash-

o,
L

fngton was the laughing st i
218 rhing stock of the
world. Tom Moore, just entering poetic

fame, visited the city in 1801, TIts specta-
cle provoked this satire from his pen:
In fancy unow beneath the twiliglit gloom,
Come, Ilvt me lead thee o'er this modern Rome,
Where tribunes rule, where dusky Davlds bow,.
And what was Goose Creek Is Tiber now.

This fum'd metvopolis, where fancy sees
Squares fn morasses, obelisks in trees;
Which traveling fools and gazettcers adorn
With shrines unbuilt and heroes yet unborn.

‘3. Pant=oflice Qrders for To-day.

Posimaster Merritt has issued the fol-
loxing orders for the delivery and col-
lefion of mgjl to-day:

The money order and registry divisions will be
closed.

Delivery by carriers fromn maln office and Statlon
G, 7 and 11:20 a, m. Carrlers’ window open for
delivery of mail to clorks in the departments from

to 7 p. m.

Collections at the main office and Station G.
9:30 a. m, and 5 and 11:30 p. m. ,

Collections at Station A, 9 2. m., and § and 11:39
p. m.; Station B, 7:30 a. m, and 5 and 11:30 p. m.;
Statlons D and F, 9:30 a. m.; and 5 and 11:30 D.
m.; Station II, 11 a. m. and 4 p. m.

Deliverfes at stations, 7:30 a. m. and 11:30 a. m,
County collections, 9 a. m: and 5 p. m. (and 9:30

., Station F).

The following-named stations will be open to ths
public for the transaction of business: Stations A,
¥, G, and 1I, 6 to 12 a. m., and § to 7 p. m.; B, 6
to 12 a. m., and 5:30 te 7 p. m.; C, 7 to 12 a. m.;
D, 6 to 12 a. m., and 5:20 to 7 p. m.; Brookland, S
to 12 a. m., and $ t2 ¥ p. m.

P.

Lihrayy of Cougress Open To=day.
The Library of Congress will be open
to-day from 9 a. m. until 4 p. m,, for visi-
tors, but nonc’ of the working divisions
will be’open, nor will there be any books
served. . i
Twenty-three cash: prizes to readers of
The:Post's: _‘a}dver_tl-.:jlng columns next’ Sat-
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tracted, The:Senate cham-

Lﬂl:da -l

ber was mostly of wood and plaster. The
though its

The Representatives were at first crowd-
ed into o room intended for the Senate

The House in
1808 took posscssion of the chamber ncw
Semiite

designed quariers, now occupied by tha

new Capi-

I'he comparison they drew between this
s place and hiladelphia,” wrote 2 pione.r

beieve the attempt wits nide, but tor-

9 to 10:30 a. m., and for the general public from Ge

CORNER-STONE RITUAL.

Quaint Account of Cercmonics at the
, Capitol in 1793, '

The first corner-stone of the Capitol was
laid on September 18, 1793, with impressive
Masonic ceremoniles, which were conduct-
ed by Presldent Washington. A work en-
titled ‘““The Lodge of Washington; a Iis-
tory of Alexandria-Washington Lodge,
No. 22, A. I'. and A. M., of Alexandria,

of the lodge by Past Master F. L, Brock-
ett and published in 1876, contairs an ex-
cellent mecount of the exercises. The ap-
pended quotation credited to *“‘the news-
papers of thut day” is substantially the
report which was published in the Colum-
bia Mirror and the Alexandria Gazette of
September 25, 1793. After giving an ac-
count of previous events of historical in-
terest, the author says:

*Phe next important event of this kind
was the laying of the corner-stone of the
United States Canitol, at the City of
Washington, on the 18th day of Septem-
ber, 1793. The Masonic ceremonies were
conducted by his cxcellency, Gen. Wash-
ington, President of the United States, a
past master of this lodge, which was
present and holding the post of honor.
Dr. Dick, elected worshinful master in
1789, still in oflice, invited Wuashington to
net as master on this occaslon, in accord-
ance with his own wishes and those of
the public. The stone was deposited in
the southeast corner of the building, in-
stead of the northeast, as s now the
custom. “The inscription on tho plate
stated tlat Alexandria l.odge, No. 22, of
Virginia, was present and participated in
the ceremonles. The apron and sash worn
by Washington on this occasion were the
handiwork of Mrs. Gen. Lafayette, and
are now the property of this lodge.”

Quaint Acconnt of the Ceremonies.

The following account of the ceremonies
avns published in the newspapers of that
ay:

*‘On Wednesday one of the grandest Ma-

pose of laying the corner-stone of the
Capitol of the United States, which, per-
hups, was ever exhibited on the like im-
portant occaslon. About 10 o'clock Lodge
No. 9 was visited by that congregation o
yraceful to the craft, Lodge No. 22, of
Virginta, with ail their oflicers and rega-
Hia, and dircctly afterward appeared on
the southern bank of the grand River Po-
tomack one of the finest companies of
volunteer artillery that has heen lately
seen, parading to receive the President of
l{w United States, who shortly came in
sight with his suite, to whom the artil-
lery paid their military honors, and his
excelleney crossed the Potomack and was
received in Maryland by the oflicers and
brethren of No. 22, Virginia, and No. 9,
Maryland, whom the President headed.
Preceded by a band of music, the rear
brought up by the Alexandria Volunteer
Artillery, with grand solemnity of march,
proceeded to the President’s Square, in
the city of Washington, where they wera
met and saluted by No. 15, of the city of
Washington, In all their elegant badges
and clothing, headed by Brother Joseph
Clark, right worshipful grand master pro
tempore, and conducted to a large lodge,
prepared for the purpose of their recep-
tion. Afrter a short space of time, by the
vigilines of Brother Clotworthy Stephen-
son,  grand marshal pro tempore, the
brotherhood and other bodics were dis-
posed In a second order of--procession,
which took place amid a brilliant crowd
of spectators of both sexes, according to
the following arrangement, viz:

The First Capitol Parvade.
Surveying Department of the City of Washington.
Mayor and Corporation of Georgetown.
Virginia Artillery.

Comunissioners of the City of Washington and Thelr
Attendants,

Stonccutters, Mechanics.

The Sword Bearers.

Masons of the First Degree.

Bible., &c¢., on Grand Cushions.

Deacons, with Stafls of Ofice,

Masons of the Second Degree.

Stewards, with Wands,

Masons of theThird Degree.

Wardens, with Truncheons,

Secretaries, with Tools of Ofice.

Past Masters, with Thelr Regalia,
Treasurers, with Their Jewels.

Band of Musie.
of Virginia, Disposed in Their Own
Order,
Comn, Wine, and Oll.
Grand Master Pro Tempore Brother George Washing-
ton, aud Waorshipful Master of No. 20, of Virginia.

Grand Sword DBearer.

Marched in Solemn Dignity,

“The procession marched two abreast in
the greatest solemn dignity, with music
playing, drums beating, colors flying, and
specetators rejoicing, from the President's
squitre to the Capitol, in the city of
Washington, where the grand master or-
dered a halt and directed each file in the
procession to incline two,steps, one to the
right and one to the left, and Tace each
other, which formed n hollow oblong
saquare, through which the grand sword-
bearer led the van, followed by the grand
master pro tempore on the left, the Pres-
ident of the United States in the center,
and the worshipful master of No. 22, Vir-
winia, on the right. All the other orders

o

Lodge No.

fin the reverse of their order of march,
from the Prosident’s square to_the south-
cist corner of the Capitol, and the artil-
jery filed off to a destined ground, to dis-
pluy their mancuvers and discharge_their

stone, and all the craft, forming a circle
westward, stood a short time in solemn
ovder. 'The artillery discharged a volley.
The grand master delivered to the Com-
missioners a large silver plate, with an
inscription thereon, which the Commis-
sioners ordered to be read, and was as
follows:
Inseription on Corner-stonc Plute,

“ phis southeast corner-stone of the
Capitol of the United States of Amerieca,
in the city of Washington, was laid on
the 18th day of September, 1793, in the
thirteenth year of American independ-
ence, in the first year of the second term
of the Presidency of George Washington,
whose virtues in the civil administration
of his country have been as conspicuous
and beneficial as his military valor and

States, in concert with the Grand Lodge
of Maryiand. several lodges under  its
jurisdiction, and Lodge No. 22, from Alex-
aundria, Vva.; Thomas Johnson, David

Joseph Clark, right worshipful grand

ers:
James Hoban_ anu

master pro tempore;

iomson, master Mason.

“Phe artillery discharged a. voliey,
plate was then delivered to the Presi-
dent, who. attended by the grand master
pro tempore and three most worshipful
masters, descended to the cavazion trench
and deposited the plate and laid it on the
corner-stone of the Capitol of the United
States of America. on which were de-
posited cern. wine, and oil; when the
whole congregation joined in reverential
prayver. which was succeeded by Masonic
chanting honors and a volley from the
artillery,

his attendant brethren ascended from
the cavazion to the east of the corner-
stone. and there the grand master, pro
tempore, elevated on a triple rostrum. de-
livered an oration_fitting the occasion,
which was received with brotherly love
and commendation. At intervals during
the delivery of the oration several vol-
Jevs were discharged by the artillery. The
ceremony ended in prayer, Masonic chant-
ing honors. and a fifteen-volley from the
artillery. The whole company retired to
an extensive hooth. where an ox of 30
pounds’ weight was harbecued. of which
the company generally partook. with ev-
ery abundance_of other recreation. The
festival concluded with fifteen successive.
vollevs from the artillery, whose military
discipline. and ‘maneuvers _‘merit’, ‘every

commendation. Tefo ark. .the, whole’
company; departed th ho B
| the’ producti

Vi..” compiled from the original records®

sonic processions took place, for the pur--

cr.nnon.  The President of the TUnited'
States, the grand master pro tempore, :

THE WILDERRESS GITY

Primitive Conditions Found
Here by Mrs. Adams.

WHITE HOUSE DAMP AND GLOOMY

First Lady of the New (Mansion Unable to
Keep Up Fives for Want of Wood—Lichts
n HHeavy Tax—Lastin a Forest Journey=
ing to the Capital—Used Audience Room
to Dry, Clothes—Graphie Picture of Con-
trasts Given by a Connecticut Man. .

The primitive condition of the National
Capital at the time the seat of govern«
ment was established here has never been
better depicted than in a letter written
by Mrs. John Adams, the first lady of the
‘White House, to her daughter, Mrs.
Smith. The letter is dated Washington,
November 21, 1800. 1n it drs. Adams says:

“My Dear Child: I arrived here on Sun-
day last, and without mesting with any
accident worth noticing, except losing our-
selves when we left Baltimore and going
cight or nine miles on the Frederick road,
by which means we were obliged to go
the other eight through woods, where we
wandered two hours without finding =2
guide or the path. IFortunately, a strag-
gling black came up with us, and we en-
gaged him as a gulde to extricate us out
of our difficulty. But woods are all you
cee from Ealtimore until you reach the
city—which is only so in name, Here and
tkere is a small cot, without a glass win-
dow, interspersed among the forests,
through which you travel miles without
seeing any human being. In the city there
are buildings enough, if they were com-
pact and finished, to accommodate Con-
gress and those attached to it, but as they
are, and scattered as they are, I see no
great comfort for them. The river, which
runs up to Alexandria, is in full view of
my window, and I sce the vessels as they
pass and repass.

Fires amd Lights a Teavy Tax.

“I'he house is upon a grand and superb
scale, requiring about thirty servants to
attend and keep the apartments in proper
order and perform the ordinary business
of the house and stables; an establish-
ment not very well proportioned to the
President’s salary. The lighting of the
apartments, from the kitchen to parlors
and chambers, is a tax, indeed, and the
fires we are obliged to keep to secure us
from daily agues is another very cheer-
ing comfort. To assist us in this great
castle and render less attendance neces-
sary, bells are wholly wanting, not on2
single one being hung through the whole
house, and promises are &1l you can ob-
tain. This is so great an inconvenience
that I know not what te do, or how to do.

“he ladies from Georgetown and the
city have many of them visited me. Yes-
terday I returned fifteen visits—but such
a place as Georgetown appears; why our
AMilton is beautiful. But no comparisons.
it they will put me up some bells and let
me have wood enough to keep fires, I de-
sign to be pleased. I could content my-
self alomst anywhere three months; but
surrounded with forests, can ydu believe
that wood is not 'to be had, because peo-

- ple cannot he found to cut and cart jtr?

Iiriesler entered into a contract with a
man to supply him with wood; a small
part, a .few cords only, has he been able
to get. Most of that was expended to dry
the walls of the house before we came in,
and yesterday the man told us it was im-
possible for him to procure it to be cut
and carted. He has had recourse to coals,
but we cannot get grates made and set.
We have, indeed, come into a new coun-
iry. .
Cnutioned Dnughter to Secrecy.

“you must keep all this to yourself, and
when asked how I like it, say that I write
vou the situation is beautiful, which is
true. The house is made habitable, but
there is not a single apartment finished,
and all within side, except the plastering,
has been done since Briesler came. We
have not the least fence, yard, or other
convenience without, and the great un-
finished audience-room I make a drying
room of, to hang up the clothes in. The
principal stairs are not up, and will not be
this winter. Six chambers are made com-
fortable; two are occupied by the Presi-
dent and Mr. Shaw; two lower rooms, one
for 2 commen parlor and one for a levee
room. Upstairs there is the oval room,
which is designed for the drawing-room,
and has the crimseon furniture in it. It is
a very handsomé Toow now, but when
completed will be beautiful. If the twelve
years in which this place has been con-
sidered as the future seat of government
had been improved, as they would have
beer in New England, very many of the
present inconveniences would have been
removed. It is a beautiful spot, capable of

2 i ¢every improvement, and the more I view
that composed the procession advanced,

it, the more I am delighted with it.
“gince I sat down to write I have heen
called down to see a servant from Mount
Vernon, with a billet from Maj. Custis,
and a haunch of venison, and a kind, con-
gratulatory letter from Mrs. Lewis upon

Tl She Worshipful master of No. 22, tak. ; Wy arrival in the city, with Mrs. Wash-

ing their stand to the ecast of o large |

ington’s love, inviting me to dMount Ver«
non, where, health permitting, I will go
before I leave this place.

All Washiugton Shivered,

«pwo articles we are much distressed
for; the one is bells, but the more import-
ant one is wood. Yet vou cannot see wood
for trees. No arrangement has been

Hteuart, and Daniel Carroll, commission- .

Stephen Hallette.’ architects; Collin Will- |
The .

“The President of the United Statesand.

made, b §t by promise never performed, to

supply the newcomers with fuel. Of the
promises, Briesler had received his rull
share. -He had procured nine cords of

wood§ between six and seven of that was
kindly burnt up to dry the walls of the

_house, which ought to have been done by

the gommissioners, but which, if left to
therg, would have remained undone to this ,
day¥ Congress poured in, but shiver, shiv=’
er. No woodcutters nor carters to be had

prudence have been useful in eStablish- i 4t any rate. We are now indebted to a
ing her liberties, and in the year of Ma- .
sonry 5193, by the President of the United .

Pennsylvania wagon to bring us, through
ihe first clerk in the treasury office, oo
cord and a half of wood, which is all we
have for this house, where twelve fires
are constantly required, and where, we
are told, the roads will scon be so bad
that it cannot be drawn. Briesler procur-
ed 200 bushels of coal, or we must have
suffered. This is the situation of almost
every person. The public officers have
sent to Philadelphia for wood-cutters and
wagons.

“Phe vessel which has my clothes and
other matter is not arrived. The ladies
are impatient for a drawing-room: I have
no looking-glasses, but awarfs, for thi_s
louse; nor a twentieth part lamps enougn
to light it. Many things were stolen;
rmany were broken by the removal;
amongst the number my tea china is
more than half Iissing. Georgetown al-
fords nothing. My rooms are very pleas-~
ant and warm whilst the doors of the
hall are closed. i A

“iyou can scarce believe that here in this
wilderness I should find myself so occu-
pied as it is. My visitors, some of them,
come three and four miles, The return ot
one of them is the work of one day. Alost
of the ladies reside in Georgetown or in
scattered parts of the eity, at two .aud
lnree miles distant. e have all ‘been
very well as yet; if we can by any means
xet” wood, we shall not let our -fires: go
oul. but it is at a prite indeed; from four
dollars it has risen .. nine., Some say it
511 fall, but there must be more industry
than is to be found here to briu i
cnough to the market for the con:
of the inhabitants.” -

The members- of Congress,.
came to \Washington for.the fé






